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_ During the Fourth Session of the Second Parliament of the United 
_ Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and of the Kingdom of 
Great Britain the Nineteenth, appointed to meet at Westmin- 
ster, the Twenty-second Day of August 1805, and from thence 
continued, by several Prorogations, to the Twenty-first Day of 
January, in the Forty-sixth Year of the Reign of King GEORGE 


the Third, Annoque Domini 1806. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Tuesday, May G, 1806. 


_ message was received 
from the lords acquainting the house that 
their lordships would proceed farther in the 
trial of lord Melville, on Thursday next, at 
10 of the clock, in Westminster-hall. Also 
that their Lordships had agreed to the Sea 
Offence Bill without any amendment.--On 
the motion of Mr. Vansittart the order for 
the third reading of the Iron Duty bill on 
Thursday was read, when he moved that the 
order be discharged and the bill ordered for 
recommitmenton Friday next. -He was in- 


‘duced tomake this motion from adesireonthe 


art of his majesty’s ministers, that the sub- 
ject might meet with the maturest considera- 
tion. The order was made accordingly. 
Mr. W. Smith brought up the report of the 
committee of ways and.means relative to the 
duty on the exportation of Iron, which was 
read a first and second time and agreed to, 
- and instructions ordered to be given to the 
. committee of the whole hoyse on the Jron 
Daty bill, to make provisions therein ac- 
- cordingly. —Mr. Alexander brought up the 
Teport of the committee of ways and means 
on the extension of the duty on Iron to the 
stock in hand, The resolutions were read 
and agreed to, and instructions directed to 
be given to the committee on the lron duty 


to make provisionsin the said bill accordingly. | 


—The Lord Advocate of Scotland brought in 
the bill for increasing the Salaries of the 
Judge of the Court of Admiralty and of the 
Judges of the Commissary’ Court, which 
was read a first time.. 

{REPEAL OF ‘THE APDITIONAL FORCE 
Bini. }—Mr. 
Vou. Vi, 


Secretary Windham moved the: 


J order of the day for going into a committee 


on.the bill for repealing the Additional 
Force act, The order having been read, 
and the question put, that the Speaker do 
now leave the chair, i. 
Mr. Johnstone rose, -and observed that 
having upon a former occasion voted for the 
proposition of the rt. hon. gent. (Mr Can- 
ning) respecting this bill, he now rose to 
trouble the house with a few explanations - 
of the motives which had decided him to | 
give that vote. When the Additional-Force 
bill was first brought in, he had opposed it 
because he thought it would never be pro-' 
ductive ; and though it had proved more so 
than he had expected, yet so many objections 
ocurred to its principle and practice, that he 
should not have voted as he had done the 
other night, if the proposition had been of a 
nature to prevent the house from aling 
the act during the session, From the deve- 
lopment of the rt, hon. gent’s. (Mr Wind- 
ham’s) plan, which had been given to the 
house, he had the strongest objections.to it, 
The expression of the rt. hon. gent. in de- 
scribing the present state of the public force, 
was, that our army appeared as if they had 
clubbed the batallion, and eyery thing was 
in an order of inversion or retrogradation; 
he therefore strongly dwelt upon the neces- 
sity of a system of regulation calculated to 
cure these disorders, The rt. hon. gent. had 
emphatically said, that the fate of nations 
was decided by armies; and after -stating 
that position ip a manner so forcible as he 
had done, he (Mr. J.) owned he was pre- 
pared to expect some plan infinitely more 
efficient than that which had been suggested. _ 
When experience had shewn the extreme 
of procuring Kecxpits for our aymy 
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_ under the high bountiestHat wete given, and 


afterall the exertions that were made, he 
could not seé the least prospect of remedying 
thedefect by the proposed reduction of boun- 


_ ties; in lieu of which the rt. hon. gent. 


' proposed an advarice of Gd per week to men 
- who had served 7 years, and 1 shilling per 


- 4veek to men who had served 14 years ; this 


would never be felt as an adequate compen- 
‘sation. Thert, hon. gent. had conceived, 


. that in order to render the recruiting service 


more effective, reliance was not to be pla- 


. ced on high bounties, but an appeal to the 


honourable feelings of the soldier: if this 
could be effected, it would certainly be de- 
sirabie ; but he doubted the propriety of de- 
pending on such a principle. Something 


_ he thought certainly ought to be done for 


the encouragement of the army, in the same 
‘manner as was proposed a few nights since 
by anoble lord (Howick) for the navy, by 


. .increasing the number ‘of petty officers in 


“each regiment, and thereby not only render- 
ing the discipline more perfect and orderly, 
but pointing out more frequent opportunities 

-of preferment for good behaviour, This 


-was a principle prevalent in all the military. 


services of the continent, and had the best 
effect in exciting men to signalize them- 
selves : he would wish it adopted in relation 
to subaltern officers as well as common 
soldiers, particularly where the approbation 
of acommander in chief was mentioned in 
general orders, or pointedly expressed to 
government. This was the practice in our 
:navy. He did not expect to hear from a 
strong government so timid a pretence, as 


». »that of declining to recruit from the militia 
into the army of the line to the extent which 


might be done: It had been proposed by 
-the rt. hon. gent. gradually to reduce the 
«militia down to its original force of 40,000 
men. Why not do soat once, and thus set 


_-20,000 men at liberty to join the regular 


army ? or why not recruit the regiments of 
the line from the militia to the utmost possi- 
-ble extent, and then ballot the countiesover 
again? This had been done in 1799, and 
had no prejudicial. effect whatever on the 
amilitia service. In the last year 14,000 men 
-wéremecruited from the militia, and he 
»would appeal to the country whether it. had 
-doie-any injury to the service. Without 
«some such measure, how was the proposed 
-force of 200,000 men to be raised for the 
service of the united kingdom? It might :be 
thought, be. would allow, a.measure of 
‘harshness; but itrwas eneto which he was’ 


sure the country would cheerfully submit 


arrangements had taken place 


‘security, a great military . nation. 


ander the present-etigency. He complains 
ed that in the growing wealth of the country 

de. 
feat the objects of the militia law, and to 
deprive the service of many valnable men, 
He instanced the lowering the fines to 1 
upon persons ballotted, and not choosing to 
setve personally. The parishes, out of their | 
rates, in most instances, paid those fines 
forthe poor -mati, and the money went to 
yaisé a man for the militia who would 
otherwise have enlisted.for the line. 

Colonel Graham recurred to a statement 
he had made upon the last night this bill was 
in discussion, respecting tlie practice on. the 
continent of enlisting men for limited ser- 
vice, even in time of war, which an hon, 
gent. onpthe other side of the house was 
pleased totally to deny. He was not just at 
that moment prepared to refute the hon, 
member, by the production of any autho- 
rity on which he could positively rely. But’ 
he had since felt it his duty to make more 
minute enquiry from persons most comp 
tent to give him information, namiely seve- 
ral ¥rench officers, now in London, all of | 
whom. hadcorroborated his former assertions, 
and stated, that both before and since the 
revolution, the practice had prevailed in the 
French service, and had been attended with 
the best effects in recruiting the army. In 
fact, groups of young fellows entered this 
service for 8 or 10 years, as it were on a 
party of pleasure, who would never have 
thought of inlisting for life; and in many 
of the provinces ho young man could cbtain 
a wife who had not previously been 8 or 
-yearsin the army. Thereason why he had 
voted on the former occasion for the repeal 
of this bill, was in order to remove it out of 
the way of the great measure proposed by 
the rt. hon. gent. and, with all due de- 
ference to the great military authorities who 
supported this bill, and opposed the mea- 
sure of the rt. hon. gent. because it was mew 
and untried, he begged to observe, that so 
also was the state of the country new and 
unparalleled, and one that called for new 
and extraordinary measures; the system af 
Europe was such as made it indispensible 
forthe country to depart from old and es- 
tablished usages, and to become, for its own 
Unless 
the inducements proposed by the new plan 
were held out to the lower orders of the — 
people of England, how. were a sufficient — 
number of men, cradled in liberty, and, rear~ 
ed from infancy inaspirit of independence, 
tc be induced to enter for general service? 


I 
| 


Such was. the necessity of an adequate dis- 
posable force, that unless our army was so 
composed, as to be immediately convertir 
ble from defensive ‘to offensive operations, 
it could never act with the necessary, effect 
for national security. Therefore, the system 
for recruiting the force must be the sole and 
general one in use ; to produce its full effect, 
it must mect no rivals in every market town. 
A: partial trial.of it would be productive of 
no good ‘consequence ; but if upon fair ex- 
periment it should fail, recourse to. coersive 
measures might then be had,. upon grounds 
the most fair and excusable. But in voting 
for the repeal of this bill, he by no means 
pledged: himself to support the whole detail 
of the plan proposed by the rt. hon, gent. 
There were, onthe contrary, some paris of 
it which he did not, entirely approve: he 
should, for instance, not be disposed to re- 
‘sign the volunteers, whose services be highly 
approved, and whose competence for actions 
inthe field, so far ashe had seen them, he 
thought no degree objectionable. He 
had seen in G. Britain but a. few batallions 
fof them, aad those’ in Scotland, whose 
discipline he thought complete; but, in 
dreland, where he had seen very numerous 
‘bodies of them in the: field, he, considered 
them inferior to no troops of any description, 


and competent to serve in the line with any | 


corps whatever... "There were other parts of 
the detail, too, wpon which he, differed ; for 
instance, on dividing the, period of 21 years 


- service, -he should think the first term should 


be much the longest ; but he could by no 
means agree to the argument, which had 


.been adduced, that the soldiers now enlisted | 


-for life would murmur, of, feel dicontent, 
hecause others in the same regiment shoyld 
hereafter. enlist for shorter periods, He 
[knew too well the character, of British soldi- 


_.ers, tea apprehend. any such,-consequences ; 


they knew the terms of their original en- 
‘listment, and it was no part of their. charac- 
ter to. murmur when faith was),fairly kept 
‘with them, He feared no. relaxation of 
discipline. on aceount.of approaching dis- 
‘charge to. men: enlisted for limited periods, 
‘and could not therefgre-accede to such an 
imputation upon the, officers of regiments. 
He. could never suppose. it possible, that a 
‘British soldierw ould insist upon his dischar 

‘so long.as'his country- was.in ,danger,, gr 
‘that he would-be. cantent retire.fto his 
‘parish branded swith the sugpicion of coy~ 
ardice.. He thought the enlisting for that! 


periqd well cajoulated tq obtain a better: or- 


Ser of recruits, and ta remove many of the 


DEBATES; Mar 6, 1806—Repeal of the Additional Force Bil, 


causes which led to seyere and ignominious 
punishments, so desfrable to abolish, if it 
were at all practicable ; and. for his own 
part he should prefer troops actuated by that 
moral courage, and sense of honour and love 
of their country, however some gentlemen 
might.be disposed to ridicule those senti- 
ments in the. soldierys than by that cold, 
mechanical, physical courage, created b 

severe discipline and harsh. treatment, wit 

noother motive of action than the dread of 
punishment, and the consideration of pay ; 
and he would appeal to every officer who 
had led trogps into action, which description 
of men he. would prefer to command in 
any arduous enterprize, 

, Lord. Castlereagh said, he was fully 
aware, that no task.could be more ungraci- 
gus to undertake, than that of endeavouring 
to dissuade parliament from the adoption ofa 
plan which the rt. hon. gent. as one of hisma- 
jesty’s ministers, at acrisjsso arduous, had tak- 


en so much pains to convince himself, and to 
convince the house, was the most eligible for 
their adoption; but the deep and strong sense 
he felt, of the superior efficacy of the bill now 
proposed to be repealed, to all the objects 
proposed by the rt. hon. gent. for an_ effec- 
tive increase of the public foree, was such, 
that he could not, without an absolute dere- 
liction of his public duty, omit to’ impre¢s 
upon the house the insurmountabie objections 
he had to the rt. hon. gents, plan, and the 
motives wvhich induced him to give ‘a’ 
ded preference to the bill now ‘proposed ‘ta 
be repealed, in order that his majesty’s 
ministers should not. have inadverténcy to 
plead ; and that upon their own shoulders 
might rest the responsibility of throwi 

out of their hands, wantonly and unne- 
cessarily, a plan of military arrangement, 
which had been found so productive, for the 


sake of adepting a new project whith higd 
never been tried, and in support of witch 
the rt. hon. gent. had scarcely deigned to 
[give to the hause.a single reason, in answer 
to all the objections which had been opposed 
to it.. Noteven the brilliant and elogtent 
speech of a rt. friend of his (Mf Can- 
ning), on.a former pight, could wring from 
-the.rt. han. gent. a single answer tq any of 
hisable and irresistible argumengs. ‘In the 
arguments he was about to offer, he should 
studionsly ‘avoid any application to the 
military part of the bill, and direct his ob- 
serygtions, merely to the.civil part of it, which 
was of sufficient magnitude for the presenit 
discussion, and which seemed to be the- 


branch mos} gbnoxious to the rt. hon. gent. 
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‘and those who riow supported him.—The 
first point to be considered was, the 
present deficiency of the army, and the fur- 
ther increase of that deficiency likely to flow 
from the rt. hon. gent.’s plan, before this 
‘pill should be abandoned for the substitution 
of one new and untried. The present deficit 
was 25,000 men ; afid'the annual deficie 
arising fromi casualties, could not be esti- 
mated at less than 15,000. The rt. hon. 
gent. proposed to discharge all men who had’ 
‘already served for 21 years, which would 
‘amount to nine battalions of veteran soldiers. 
This would produce annually, a very consi- 
derable addition to the. deficit by casualties. 
He proposed, besides, to let the militia waste 
away to its original establishment, at the rate 
of about 5000 men per annum, ‘which, 
added to the other deficits, would form one 
‘grand deficit inthe ensuing year of no legs 
than 51,000 men. The ordinary recruiting 
_service,.to supply this, produced, upon an 
average of the Jast 5-years, about 11,000 men 
-per annum, so that, at the Jatter end of the 
“next year, upon this calculation, the deficit 
‘from the proposed force of -the country 
would-be no less than 40,000 men ; and 
this-alarming defect and difficultywould be 
‘produced under the plan of the rt. hon. gent. 
_adopted without any cause or necessity what- 
ever. He would: undertake toshew, that 
_by this plan, the casualties would be doubled, 
and the necessities of the recruiting service 
“increased from 15,000 to 30,000 men per 
“annum —The noble lord next proceeded to 
“state the average produce of the ordinary 
_Yecruititig service, under four several periods 
during the war: namely, before the opera- 
“tion of the. army of reserve ; during the 
“@peration of the army of reserve ; the in- 
_terval between the operation of that army 
additional force bill; and lastly, 
‘the operation of: the additional force bill 


‘itself. In the first period, the ayerage of | 


Fecfuits raised pet month, for 12 months, 
was 980. The next was a period of 8 
months, average 708 men ; the third was 
‘under the army of reserve, and the averdge 
751; and the fourth..when ‘the additional 
- force bill came into operation, the average, 
‘monthly, was 908 men. Now, during the 
period, neither the army’of reserve nor 
_the militia were in operation, and there- 
“fore. the increased number could not 
be fairly reckoned as a general average ; 
(but it'was found, that while the parish offi- 
cers were obtaining their quota of men, the, 
‘recruiting parties, acting for the bill, felt no 
Aiminution in their success : and there could 
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not be a stronger atgument against parting 
with this bill, than that it had given 1899 
men within the last two months, and would 
certainly have produced 5000 more by thé 
latter end of the year, notwithstanding the 
obvious damp cast upon its operation, 
the suspense and discouragement undet 
which those who had acted under it, for the 
lasttwo months, had laboured. These facts, ~ 
then, he desired to be contrasted with the 
‘plan proposed by the rt. hon. gent. the sole 
object of which was to cast down a system 
that had been found so productive, for the 
adoption of one totally novel and untried, 
which the rt. hon. gent. had repeatedly, be. 
fore his accession to office, detailed from the 
opposite side of the house, and to which no 
members had expressed their opposition in 
terms of stronger condemnation and con 
tempt:than miany of those very men who 
were now prepared to applaud it in terms of 
the highest panegyric. A question very ne. 
cessary to be considered was, whether ‘the 
rt. hon. gent. intended to substitute, in aid 
of his ordinary recruiting system, any’paro- 
chial plan of this kind ; for experience had 
proved, that, without the aid of some paro- 
chial levy, he would not be enabled to raise 
the complement:of men required in time of 
war; for even’ supposing “it otherwise 
practicable, upon the great’ mass of popula- 
tion in the United Kingdom, it would be 
impossible, consistently with the interest 
and efficiency of military service, to detach 
a sufficient number of recruiting parties from 
the different regiments of the line, to reach 
the whole of that population. For instance, 
the population was calculated. at 15 millions, 
spread over 15,000 parishes; and supposing 
thit 500 recruiting parties were detached, 
th: proportion would be, a party to even 
thirty parishes, or 30,000 men : there would 
‘never be sufficient to try within the year, 
the operation’ of ‘the recruiting service upon 
so extensive afield. Last year the number | 
of parties detached on the ordinary recruit- 
were’ 450, while ‘those under ‘the’ Additi- 
onal Force bill were 260. These consisted 
‘of 4000 men, of whom 600'were valuable 
‘officers, whom the service could by no means 
‘spare ; and when the éexpence of niaintain- 
ing those officers'and soldiers on the recruit- 
ing service was considered, it was clear that 
the expence must be added to the charge of 
‘raising the men.’ ‘Thisamounted last year 
‘to 201,0001. which, on an average of ‘the 
‘men raised, amounted to:no Jess a sum than 
181}. per'man,’ exclusively of all bounty to 
the recruitd themselves... Now, if-the: tt. 


| 


Youred clothes, whio raised a recruit, as ho- 


| of the parishes, and not by any unknown 
| officers appointed by government, .who 


that they ‘existed to the extent that had been 
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hon: gent. would compare this with the ex- 

pence of raising men under this bill,. he 
would find that the charge ‘in the ‘parishes 
did not exceed an avefagée of 4 guineas. per 
man. Huad:his miajesty’s late tiiinisters con- 
tinued in office, it was certainly their inten- 
tion to have taken advantage of that. system 
for the general recruiting service, and to 
have established a kind of parochial ngency 
jnevery part of the kingdom. He knew 
too’ well the opinions of the rt. hon: -gent: of 
agency to suppose he’ would adopt it, 
considering, ‘as he ‘did, ‘every man ‘in co- 


thing better than a crimp. . ‘But, from thie 
best enquiries he’ could make, he was able 
to learn, that any benefit to be derived in 
that way must be utder the local influence 


would infallibly become. obnoxious to the 
people, be regarded as crimps, ‘and their ex- 
ertions prove totally unsuccessful. He would 
notdeny that abuses had existed under the ope- 
ration of the act in question’; “but he'denied 


stated, ‘or that they were in théir natare ‘in- 
curable.’ With all these abases, however, 
they bad already farnished the country with 
a very’corisiderable augmentation of its mi- 
litary foree, ‘and much more might still be 
éxpected from its operation. One abuse had 
been ‘stated ‘to’ be, the circuitous bounty 
which had been given to those entering the 
line ; ‘but this only amounted. to 5 guineas 
per man, and did’ not extend to more than 
3,800 men, who had enlisted for general 
service. Ithad alsobeen said, that the practice 
of raising men by agenay had beervan abuse 
arising from the act.. But he wouldcontend, 
that it was as much local inits operation as the 
Militia -service’; ‘and that under it, the men 
‘were in general as stri¢tlylevied within every 
particular’ county. ‘Besides, there was 
nothing in the nature even of the militia 
service, which’ prevented the introduction of 
agency to.a certain extent.’ The system of 
agericy had ‘always existed, in some degree, 
even in the militia, and was not an abuse 
confinedtathe act. It wasnot surprising that 
the ‘measure’ should- have ‘been ‘at! first sight 
received by gentlernen’in the country, ‘with 
some ‘degree of lassitude and indifference, 
ftom ‘the experience they had of preceding 
;‘and ‘he ‘would venture predict, 

t the rt. ‘hon. secretary's 
‘would meet ‘with a similar reception. It 
thad also’ been said, ‘the “operation of-the-act 
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the miomentous sie 
tuation in which ‘the country was. placed, 
and the difficulties with which we were 
strroonded. (Here Mr. Windham - whis+ 
pered the expression “ a ‘bed of roses.”:) 
The .noble lord continued, by. observing, 
that he perfectly uriderstood the allusion of 
the ‘rt. hon,.gent. ahd would again repeat, 
that. as the exigencies of the country were 
great, the present was not the proper season 
for repealing an act that had been found, on 
the whole, ptoductive ; and he trusted, that 
the house, and the country, would compare 
the expence occasioned by it with its results, 
and: would make their option. But, he con- 
teded, that when properly acted upon, it 
had ‘not been attended with-so much expence 
as had been stated. In 6 rt-of which, 
he instanced ‘the countyof Leicester, where 
the’fuil complement of 200 men ‘had been 
raised, and at a much ‘léss expense than the 
same number had been taised under the army 
of reserveact. Wherever the act had been 
carried into effect with: zeal 
there it had producéd theidesired e: ; but 
its partial failure was not-surprising, when it 
was recollécted what: contésts the measure 
had oécasioned im’ that house, bow. many 
efforts been made, to-obtain its repeal, 
and ‘in how ' few counties it-had been acted 
upon ‘with zeal-arid energy... When ‘it was 
also considered how complete had been the 
ignorance of: the parish officers with: regard 
to its nature, and how much*trouble the 
applications tothe justices for its explanation 
had occasioned, its failure in many parts of 
the country would ereate still -less.surprise. 
But now since itsnature had been more fully | 
understood, its: produce had been gradually 
increasing, and we were entitled; trom.the 
opinions given by the inspecting field officers, 
to expect that’ it ‘would ‘still. continue. to 
increase. He felt confident, that nothing 
which the rt.“hon: secretary had hitherto 
brought ‘forward, was at all calculated to 
compensate the loss which the country would . 
sustain by the repeal of the act: and he 
would venture to predict, that were his. plans 
adopted, it would be’ necessary, in'Jess:'than 
a year, to have recourse: to, some stronger 
-measure than had yet been fallen. upon,, for 
isepp'ying that deficiency in military 
strength, which his. plans would produce. 
‘There was avclause in the bill before the 
house, to which he had the strongest objec- 
tidns ; namely, that which, went to indem- 
nify parishes ‘from ‘those fines which they 
had already incurred: under the operation of 
the act,. Thishe contended, would be equi, 


had been oppressive to the country ; -but-we 
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valent’ to parliament surrendering its autho~ 

Fity, woald’be incompatible with the dignity 
the legislature, and would operateasa perni- 
cious nt in future. It was dlso‘unjust, 
inasmuch as it placed the active and neglect- 
fal parishes exactly on the same'level. In 

_ proof of this, he should adduce the instance 
of Mary-la-bonne parish: Its quota under 
the reserve act had been 225; and under the 
present act 60; butrit had. not raised, and 
indeed had not endeavoured to raise a:single 
iman under either... On the other-hand, St. 
parish, inthe immediate vicinity, 
had found every mamof its quota, and: these 
were. iow proposed to be placed 
precisely on the same footing; and the latter 
might console itself ‘as: it best could, under 
all its‘expefice and trouble, whilethe former 
got Off triumphant,’ It went>to remove 
‘every distinction between those parishes that 
did ‘their’ duty under the:act of ‘parliament 
‘and those that neglected it—He.apologized 
to'the house, for ‘having taken up so much 
of tlieir tite on ‘this occasion, but the sub- 
t itself ‘was of such. importance, “and 
ranchedout into so: many ramifications, that 
‘he did! not’ feeb'competent to do it justice 
without into detail. On the 
whole, “he'was convinced that! no meastire 
avhich the rt: ‘hon: gent: could bring forward, 
‘would ‘prodice. ‘an equal: number’ of men 
-with the act which it was proposed to repeal. 
Jndeed, if it his wish: to involve his 
Mivisters in dificultyand disgrace, 
-he could not! pursue a more effectual course 
ahan t6 suffer the bill to pass,..to withdraw 
fl opposition fronr the proposed system, and 
‘{0'permit the theasures meant to be hrought 
‘forward’ to ‘pass:without any: comment or 
‘amélioration. he was'so thoroughly 
“convinced of |the ‘effect that the bill under 
‘discussion wouldhaveon the military strength 
‘and wltimate sécurity of thé codhtry, that he 
‘should oppose it in every stage. . He con- 
‘tended. that the bill proposed:to be repealed 
‘was advantageous, and not objectionable, 
‘and capable of improvement as to the abuses 


“that were so nbuch insisted upon, as well-as. 
‘sendered ‘highly produetive. to the arnny.. 
‘On’ all these grounds, therefore, he should 


*yote against’ the Speaker's leaving the chair. 


Mr! Denis ‘Browne objected’ to. the plan 
‘proposed by the rt. hon. secretary, as caleu- 
‘ited to change the whole military system. 


“of the country. would, not consent to 


the repeal of ‘the Additional Force bill, te- 
-canse he looked upon it productive, and 
shad reason to know it had proved efficient. 
He could not consent to give up sucha mea- 


| approve 
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bapeteits no part of whiclr he could 
‘Fhe measure ‘had succeeded 
completely in Ireland. In the -18 months 
since it had passed, there had heen raised in 
Treland 4552 men under Operation; 
These men had been raised in Manner 
directed by the act on the bounty allowed 
by law. . Nomore money was paid than the 
act directed, on raising the men.) He had 
been informed, even by a learned judge; 
who went the: North-East circuit, that he 
had been applied to at an assizes, to suspend 
the levy of the penalties incurred for some 
deficiencies under the act, to the last day of 
the Assizes:. The judge did so and the men 
were all produced. On. these grounds, he 
should vote against the repeal. “6 
Lord Henry Petty thought. it sufficient, 
inanswer to what had been said by the hon, 
gent. below him, to observe, that he had 
spoken of Ireland, whereas the present bill 
-vent only to the repeal of the act in England, 
With regard fo. the question now before the 
house, with whatever surprise and regret he 
heard this oppressive measnre.of the Additis 
onal Force:iact defended, bis. concern 
not unmixed with satisfaction,, that now the 
noble lotd had: consented! toi try/the matter 
on its own merits, . When this niedasure- was 
at first proposed;-it was brought forward in 
opposition to. the plans of the former admi: 
nistration, and it was of the eflects which it 
had produced that we were now called upon 
to judge. In trying the merits of the act; 
which he acknowledged the noble lord, as 
far as-he went, stated pretty fairly, he would | 
set aside every thing that was gbjectionable 
in the constitution of the act itself, and cone 
sider it with a view to the purpose whicli it 
was designed to answer, the suecess of which 
he would admit, for the present, would en- 
title it to the adoption of the house. The 


sure for 


repeal of the act was founded on its complete 


failure: in) all, its objects, The noble 
would observe that its first object was 
large ‘and fixed supply forthe’ 
xegular army, a supply proportioned to the 
dificiencies in: the army of reserve’ and the 
militia, Now; he wouldbegthe indulgence 
of the: house while he’ stated what the act 
ought to have obtained, what it did obtain, 
and what were the penalties on the counties, 
The deficiencies in{the militia-were 16,939 
men, and in the/army of reserve 8,975 mem, 
Altogether, tien, the'bill before the Istiof 
‘Oct. 1805, ought to have produced 25,914 
men, The parishes did produge somewhat 
above: 4000. men, and. incurred penalties.to 
the amount of 450,6051. Now, here he’ ins 
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ditded “the' numbers taised by the military 
men, though the noble lord had taken the 
gumbers in Scotland and Ireland,. whereas 
thisbill wentonly to repeal the act in England. 
But he heard trom the noble lord, that the 
time had at length arrived when the parish 
officers would beinstructed, when the inspec- 
jors would relieve the country gentlemen, and 
when the whole operose machinery of this 
act would be put in motion. He ‘solicited 
the house therefore, to attend prospectively 
fo the effects which this act was likely to 

uce, and in what situation it would leave 
the country, at the end of autumn. Looking 
then at casualties, vacancies in the militia, 
‘Kc. the total number of men which the act 
ought to produce on the Ist of Oct. 1806, 
was 27,132 men. Now, take it at its most 
productive rate, which was 170 men per 
week, the number which it would produce 
was 4,930 men, which would leave a defi- 
ciency of 22,202 men, and causing penalties 
to the amount of 515,000]. Was this a tax 


that was to be allowed by the house? If 
such was its principle, if such its provisions, 
and if this was the way in whieh it was to 
be regarded, was it not a boon to the coun- 
| try to have this-act repealed? Was not the 
sepeal of ita duty which hisrt.-hon. friend 


owed to the country? But, there was ano- 


| her consideration which called for the re- 


peal of this act ; and that was, the quality of 
the troops which it. produced ; examples of 
which would be found by recurring to the 
‘papers on the table. What would the heuse 
think of the quality of the troops when out 
of 11,453, or thereabouts, 2,116 had desert- 
ed? And this too, arising from an act sup- 
rted by those who objected to the plan of 
rt. hon. friend on grounds which, in their 
opinion, bore some resemblance to this. 
-But let us look at the means by which these 
‘men were raised,; Were they raised by the 
act? Certainly not: for it had totally failed. 
‘But the noble lord (Castlereagh) said that 
ithe unwillingness of the parish officers was 
now removed. ‘The inspectors, however, 
according to the papers on the table, seemed 
ito have found these officers strangely unwil- 
ling. But! this unwillingness appeared, by 
‘some, to be considered asa fault, anda de- 
sire to avoid a duty.. Now, if. a person ashe 
was on his way to that house, were to.cometo 
him and.ask him to go along with him-te erect 
or finish a fortification, he would consider itas 
not.a little hard, if he was to, be told that he 
had not done his duty, because he refused to 
igo and abandon that duty which was more 
particularly confined to’ his charge. Se the 
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parish officers’ had duties to perform, totally 
distinet from those imposed on them by this 
act, and in some measure incompatible with 
them; and therefore their unwillingness was 
not matter of much surprise.’ But who obs 
jected to the plan of his rt. hon.) friend om 
the ground of its making this country too 
military? Why, the very persons who sup 
ported this aet which went to put those in a 
military capacity who were leastofall fitted for 
it, from the nature of the other duties which 
they had to attend to. The object of the 
bill was to put an end to crimping and to 
high bounties, and so far was it from 
swering this object, that itencouraged both, 
‘The parish officers were forced to have re~ 
course to crimps; and you might Jimit the 
bounty to 12],.as you pleased; but when it 
was the interest of the party te give any 


thing less than 32]. set the crimp and the 


officer together, and something very like 32k. 
would be given. Add to this, that you were 
by no means sure that you had a soldier after 
all. Out of this criminal conversation, 
which the crimp and officer held together 
for the purpose of violating the bill, what 
did you gain? Why, a man for limited ser- 
vice, that most useless, as it had been said, 
of all sorts of men. And all this.too, by 
the operation of the sympathy which must 
exist between the battalions, when, perhaps, 
they had no connection whatever with each 
other! And this was supported by those 
who objected to the plan of his rt. hon. 
friend on the grounds of its sentimentality, 
while they followed regular rules, ‘They 
adapted their philosophy to their system, 
while he adapted his system to his philoso- 
phy; to principles founded upon observa- 
tion of human nature, and established by 
the experience of ages. But not only were 
the means employed bad; they were often 
the very same which it was the object of 
the bill to destrey: ‘The objeet was to set 
tree the recruiting for the regular army. 
He would, therefore, state the fluctuations 
that had taken place in the recruiting service, 
in consequence of those measures. The no- 
ble Jord had acted unfairly, for he had gone 
back to a period of peace. It was true, go- 
vernment then wanted men; but they got 
as many as they wanted, and there they 
stopped. But in six months of 1803, the 
number recruited for the regular army 
amounted to 6,538 men; in the next six 
mouths it fell to 4,504; and in the next six 
months to 3,749. In the next six months the 
number was :5,949, and in the next 6,698, 
But when the additional force act came inte 
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the number sunk'to 4,800. men: | already: paid them; they: 
“Phe deficiency of the last six months kept | grossest injustice. ' This was a great-ingoy, 
_ Pace with the increased operation of the | venience, but it was.a thing there: was go 
act. ‘This deficiency was 1,898 men.: The | avoiding, and necessity must’be its 
: act preduced 1,960° men, a number which | I< ‘was therefore a’boon to the publictore, 
‘was only’a little greater-than the amount of | peal this act, and a debt which his rt; hop, 
the deficiency, and these few additional | friend owed to the nation, as it was: in 
“ men were ptocured with all the ‘increase of | highest degree oppressive and viento 
bounty; and the oppressive and vexatious | at the same time completely inadequate \tp 
‘circumstances that attended the execution of | the purposes for which it was originally-in 
this act. This, after all, was but one view of | tended. ee kn eg 
_ subject. He had only attendedto the| Mr. Babington said, that it wasunquen. 
“effects of the act as they were connected | tionable that the provisions of the ‘act’ ‘had 
‘with what had been promised from its ope- | for their object to raise: men, instead of 
‘vation. He would not detain the house | which the act:had only operated to raise mo. 
with a detail of the objections to this mea-| ney. Inthe county of Leicester,;"he knew 
sure frony the manner in: which it employed | that those 200 mien that were'stated by: the 
the parish officers and other matters; but | returns on the table as-having been taised by 
“even from what he had stated, he was to-| parish officers, were in’ fact only handed 
“tally at.a loss to: understand what could be | over by the recruiting serjeants of other 
_the use of retaining such an act as that which |-corps, as men that being under ‘size, -could 
“the house was now. called upon to repeal. | only be admitted in this description of ‘fores, 
“Ke might, to be sure, be useful to a few | Five guineas a man was given to a-recruiti 
“persons in opposition, for certainly an op- | officer for getting persons of that descrip. 
“position less independant, and less pure, | tion, and theact was never in ‘that-coun. 
“than that which we now had, might make | ty considered to be any thing but an aette 
“mse Of it to.clog the measures of government. } raise money in the parishes. The appoftio#. 
‘They might say, *‘ You want to get rid of | ment that was made of the-men to be raiséd. 
‘erinps,: but weleave you that which must | in the respective parishes, was not’on the 
Ko ger the possibility of getting rid. of } proportion of their population, but of their 
You want to raise the character of} wealth’and their ability to’ contribute. 
the soldier, but we leave you that which | therefore thought the act had completely 
ill:render your doing so-impossible.” But | failed in its’ proposed objects, and- oughtto 
“these were not the motives of thethon: gents. | be repealed. 
“over the way They no doubt defended}. Col. Bagwell was astonished to hear ay 
‘this-measure from the natural partiality } hon. gent. who spoke early in the debate as 
~ which they must‘feel for a plan, in the ar- | sert, that inflammatory language had’ been 
“fangement of which they themselves had | made use of by the gentlemen who opposed 
‘assisted. ‘But it- was said, that we argued | the bill. Such an assertion, he’ conceived, 
* fiom abuses ; this was true, but what ‘sort | never could beestablished to the satisfactionof 
of abuses? not'such as might be remedied, | the house, and therefore should not havebeen 
“but abuses arising from the nature of the act, | made. He was of opinion, that if ever thet 
“and which were absolutely necessary in its | was a cause which-more than ‘another called 
i operation.—Now, this was all thathe inten- | forth the patriotic feelings of the cauntry,-4t 
“ded-to-have said : but the conclusion of the | was the present. When the rt-hon. gent. who 
‘<noble-lord’s speech required a few words by | brought in the bill now under debate, aiid, 
Away of answer. He lamented that the | his colleagues, first came into office, the - 
penalties were to be repaid to the parishes. | public were elated with the hope, that some 
_ dw answer'to’ that, he -had only to lament | measure, beneficial to the country; -would 
«that this‘ was absolutely necessary, unless | be undertaken ; but, instead of having these 
‘you wished to retain the act, and where the | hopes realized, they were astonished.to find 
_ alternative was to keep it unless you repaid | that nothing which was likely.to be'so, was 
‘the penalties, the house could not hesitate | proposed; and, in short; that the new ad- 
‘long; It was another objection to the act, | ministration had not only not increased the 
that it was so difficult: to get rid of it. But | number of the army, but that-they had not 
“this was the only way in which the matter | endeavoured to increase. the -spirits-of it, 
\eould-be managed. The penalties could not | He then referred to the late gallant: achievé- 
. be exacted after: the act was repealed,'and | ment of the British force, thé* Cape of 
\walets they were paid: back to those who-had | Good Hope; and said, that the rt; hon, secre 
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instead of being the first to midye for the 
Asto.the plin that been, 


anks of the house to'the officers and sol- 
diers who fought so gloriously ou that ogca- 
siony was the very first who threw an obsta- 
dein the way.of that vote. .As to the de- 
fence act, whatever imperfection it might 
ve; he thought it better. than nothing, and 
_. hon. gent. had wot proposed any thing 
gsasubstitute for it, He was happy to think 
that a. minister, now no more, had founded 
the military. establishment of this country 
permanent a footing, thut so long as it 
gontinued. under the fostering care of the 
toyal. person now at its head, not all the chi- 
merical ideas of the rt. hon. gent. would be 
iM. Lee began by stating, that. although 
by the returns en the table, it appeared that 
inthe county he had the honour to repre-. 
gent (the.county,of Waterford) the parish 
officers had raised-above.100 men, yet he 
could say, from his own certain knowledge, 
that there were. not two men, raised in the 
county inthat manner. The number was 
_@mtirely made up.of men under the size of 
Pafeet 4 inches, who had been handed over 
_ toithe parish officers by the serjeants who 
had, been recruiting other descriptions of 
service. In England there were no less than 
}4 counties, in which not a had been 
raised. by parish officers; and in the large 
eounty of York, which ought to have. pro~ 
duced 5,674, no. more than 407 had. been 
taised,altogether within the last 18. months. 
He thought, it was a great. objection to, the: 
pill. that,-in the couyse of 18 months, it. 
quuld not be understood by those whose du- 
tyiit-was to execute.it. On.the score of eco-. 
Romy, tt was most*ridiculaus to lay it down, 
‘that only. 16 guineas shuuld be given as boun- 
ty, to a-person enlisting -tor at 
gnce, butthat 2should be given to those who: 
enlisted for this force, and 1Q more. if they 
should gé from that to the regular army. It, 
‘was only cheating ourselves, and picking our, 
gwn pogkets,.to say that we were, ready to 
give the same.man 12 guineas in the morn- 
yg, and 10 morein. the evening, or tu put 
}2. guineagin. one of his hands, and ten in 
theother,, but.to say, at the sane time, that 
wpon theiground of economy, we could not 
think.of giving-such a bounty as 22 guineas 
wy body, that) the effjciency of the. bill was 
rather in the breach than in the observance :, 
itwas by the jufraction.of the law that the 
abhject.and policy, of it was.obtaiued. ‘This, 
Was,a system so contrary to all ideas of mo- 
mality,and good government, that were there 
Vot. VIL 


Se, 
ngother reason, he.thought the bill ou bt to, 


proposed by the st. hon. gent. (Mr. Wind- 
ham) asa substitute fur this. bill, he must. 


say, that, generally speaking, he approved 
highlyof it; and:thought it would be Jikely, 


to bea very ethcient and useful measure ;, 


but, there was, one part of ix he never cculd, 


agree to; and that was permitting soldiers to, 
throw up their, muskets, and retire during. 
the continuance, of. the very war in which. 
they -been enlisted, if their term of 
7.years had. expired. was a part of it, 
that he knew a, great many of the hon., 
gent’s. friends would oppose ; andas tor hime: 
selt, he reject the plan al-; 


together than admit such a principle. As 
‘the parish bill, however, cynsidering that it 


had failed in all the objects for which it: 


introduced,..be should certainly vote for. 
its repeal. 


Sir E. Hartopp, took the opportunity, of , 
paying a compliment to the county he had . 
the honour to represent, that it had rassed; 
the whole ofits quota, They forbore at tiret., 
because they did not understand the bill, but, 
they had afterwards. used-every means im, 
their power to carry theyfet into. execution, 
and the county stood pre-eminently, if nut, 
sglely on the ground, of haying obeyed and , 
alacrity the act of the legis. 
ve 
"Mr. Perceva} said, he considered the pre-. 
sent system.to. pe better than any which had - 
been proposed to be substituted for it. If thy 

rt, hon. gent. (Mr. Windham) bad thopghg. 
this.act so bad. in itself,.or so uncouneciedl 
with other parts of the military system, he, 
certainly need got have delayed so joug in, 
moving the repeal, The-.rt- hom. gent. howe, 
ever,, by his cofduct in that sespect, 
that hecansidered it necessary,to state some - 
other system, to the house, betere be called 
upon them to repeal that act, He ¢quid not 
thesetore complain, if the genticmen.on.that, 
side of the House should think it necessary 
to examine alittle what kind of a substitute: 
was tape presented to.them,. The rt. hon. 

gent. had appeared. to agree with the author. 
of the act, that 300,000 men wasabout the. 
number to which .the army of abe gountry 
should be raised. The aginy actually existing, 
amougted to 267,000, yhich in. of. 
number, was pot. much infesier tg what he, 
himselt thought necessary, 4s to every, 
thing ele which congfituted the excellende, 
of anarmyyhigh spirit, good discipline and, 
-so forth, the rt bon, gent. seemed to cuntess, - 


that nythjug was wag inthe British 
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‘ 
as it how stool: the thitnber; the | 
deficiency’ whitly row “existed would, 
inthe course of be supplied dy 
€ regnlar “operatidn’ the “existing .sys- 
“The amral the-army'by 
Shalties, téckotiéd at -15;000. ‘On’ the 
side, the general recruiting setvicépro- 
duced, On an average, 11 every year, and 
the act that it wis ‘How proposed ‘ta ‘repeal; 
jirdduced) at’ the Joweést ‘calculation, ‘9,000, 
left ‘a regular iticrease to the-army ‘of 
‘3,000 anntally ‘The plan} 
Was proposed" in place of 'thisspstem, Was 
one that, facie! did" not “promise any 
at’ Althougly ‘the-act' had’nét 

-prodiictive in many parts of “England 

ablée*nunaber of ‘men had been raised under 
it: bot alfifetigh the repeal ow moved for 
was only the Additional Force that 
fected England, yet if that was abandotied’ 
‘on the ground of its “bélhg  bbnoxious, ‘op- 
pressive and tyrainicat, there innst be a sithic 

dt bill for fepealing the ‘Additional "Force 
for Ireland. It was not supposed 
that a'systém so obnoxious’ as not: to be 
duted ih this. cothtry, was to be rivetted.on 
Iseland. “As..to’ the noble lord'(H. Petty), 
who compliitied of the act so much’ on ac- 
count 6f* the hardships the parishes suffered 
by" pressttre; surely the noble Jord wotld 
not think that that alone a sufficient Tea-: 
for ‘repealing it) He avould’put ‘it’ to 
noble it ‘besa 
ground for opposing his own’ measures of fi- 
nance, “to say that they’ hard. on ‘the: 
country The noble would not adriit 
stich~‘air argument as contlusive against his 
10 per cent.property bill; “which was’ sup- 
Ported onthe strange and faticiful ideaxthat 
to the feelings! of thé 
. , to see’at once how high the tax conld 
be-earriéd, ‘without’ going through’ ‘any gra- 
‘ations of Tnereasé’ ‘The noble lord would’ 
certainly reply, that he Knew such a tax must 
ptesshard upon the peoplé; but fie did fot 
Know any-other ‘that’ would ‘produce what 
‘was wanting witless pressure. was' 
‘that priticiple that ‘He sould defend'the 
that it was’ ow proposed: to repeal. He 
should: say, ‘that he -knew i6 ‘other system’ 
mote ‘ikely than the @resent to pbtain the 
manyber of ‘men that weré wanting. “If way: 
_Yating jt low tosay, that with the assistance 
_ Of this att, ho Jess than” 26,000 recrnits were 
obtained annually.” He should then ask, had 
ever the ordinary recruiting service, without 
that assistance, ‘prodited that ‘numpber ?' If 


to: the | 


the’aet'should be repealed, ‘and ‘int tlie course 
of “the “next year it was to’ be found, 
instéad of an increase, in cotisequendworthe 
plan °of the rt. bon’ gent! it shold produc 
‘an absolute diminution, what then'niug he 
'dotte If the plan should fail, was evide 
that they-qust ‘then have recourses come” 
pulsion of: spme sort or ‘another. Hethoughe 
gentlemen ‘that felt so much fendermeéss ana 
compassion for hardships’ to which die 
‘parislies were now: exposed; would do'welt 
to’ consider what they must be 
next year, if the plan of the 
stould- not. ptoduce the effeet he expevted? 
Ip such case they must either have 
the ballot, or that'sort-of comipul- 
‘sion whith acts ‘upon’ purse’ rather thay 
uponthe Phe ballot would certains 
ly be niore oppressive than’ the present acty 
for should the ballotted men fitid ‘substituted 
there would bé precisely ‘the same. qnantanp 
of money levied wport the parishes, but 
‘matiner much fhore atid opprestive 
to individuals” “As to'the-plan that bee 
stated by the rt. hon. gent as a substitnte fp 
this‘measure, there was no-certaliity of 
patliaihent,” and therefore 
‘if. the a act was repealed, it would be 
possible that there would be nothing to setiti 
itsi place. “(Cries of hear, hear! fromthe 
ministerial ‘bench ) ‘However 
gentlemen might ery hear, hear! he ‘must 
say they'had produced'no documents to inv 
fluence the House; ‘atid that 

to expect ‘them to det on ‘theif’ préjudices 
alone, He could not but’ complain bf the 
house’ being deprived ofthe authority ofthe 
opinions of the general officers: who had 
consulted. -He’ understood; -however, that 
with the@xcéption' of ‘one, all of them “had 
been against discharging soldiers im timé ‘of 
‘actual war. ‘He ‘should ask ‘the rt. how? 


gent. had not the officers of the artilléry beet 
consulted ?“Had they not 
strated (Mr! Wihdhani answered, He 
really had ufiderstood that ‘they had, and that 
they stated, that mat ‘had been fer 
years'in the artillery, he-was Hot fit to 
‘serjeant, atid that’ it was between the 
and 20th year ‘ofthe’ Serv'ce that they wete 
the Mast “As to the ‘part of 
enlist ‘fora! second period “of “PF yeatey be 
tit Hothe adopted.” Theft! 
d bounty; an 


con 


‘6d. Could “any ‘body’ sappoxe 
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4s One fancy, that 
f these. men wished to re-enlist,, they. would 


pont's;idea 
| with the: opinions he bad so,ofien delivered 


an. advocate)as any man tor the .vo- 


. and that tlie volunteers never could.be made 


‘edthat the volunteers: of Scotland were fit to 


' ‘Thecompasition of this.corps was also some- 


mo-staff, no field officer, 0. captain, no su- 


of .14 guineas? Or. could 
the annuity of 
was the value.of bounty? Jfany 
gertainly:go.iuto another regiment and take 
the:second bounty. What was'the;rt. hon. | 
with respeet to the volunteers he. 
‘gould pot pretend to say,/he did not know | 
_qwhether he meant to engourage or discon- 
gagethem. The hon. gent. had profess- 
gi that, he rather wished that the-number 
of ivolunteers should be increased, but he 
gould. not.see how that wish was consistent 


upon shat subject... For his part, he was,as 


Junteer. system, -which _be . considered the 
mostimportant, the most effectual, and the 
gheapestdefence of the country, But if the 
mt: hon.-geut’s. opinion of them was correct, 


efficient.under the present system, nor ever 
act in. line, or. assist ia the amanner that was 
intended; it, ed to him that in such 
gase they t to be dissolved. The re- 
sports of the inspecting officers were, how- 

» quite in. opposition to this: opinion ; 

general: ofticer, now high in his 
majesty’s councils, (lord Mvira) had report- 


-be.brought out against any enemy, and..that 
she;wauld head them with the greatest con- 
fidencey: He was afraid, however, that the 
Ht; hon. gent, had taken. all his ideas of the 

volunteers» from the corps which he. him- 

self |. commanded, the Felbrig volunteers. 

That corpsin itself united every thing Which. 

the rty hon. gent. had been so accustomed to” 

gondemn. ; the-first place, ofall the corps 

~that subsisted inthe county of Norfolk, this 
is the: unly one in which the commander 


had taken the title of colonel, all the rest of 


the volunteer commanders .in the county 
qgwere. content with beimg merely captains. 


what singular... There were 73 privates, but 


baltenis, no-drummers, and only two: ser~ 
jeants, which was of course tuo little to 
structthe men at al in what they ought to 
do. gent. to, wish: to 
@xemplify in his corps all the imperfec- 
‘tletis which he complaiued of :in.the volun- 
deerisystem. Hfatany time he saw in. Hyde 
Park, or.any: whete.else, such an appearance: 
disci his\opinien dheim-: 
‘mediately comforted himself-with the. recol-: 


tion: Mle owever, consent that 
volunteers of England. should Lejudged 
of by, the,Felbrig corps,;.. As.to the levy-en- 
masse, the rt. hone gent. with all that.court- 
esy apd con umanners, that he gene- 
rally used towards thase who. opposed.-hi 

measures, said that he did-nog like it the bet- 
ter for coming.ftom their shop.- .He mast 
tell him, , however, that jn speaking of their 
shop, he did not understand. the wares an 

merchandize it produced... Nothing, was 
morewunlike than the levy-en+masse ac 

proposed, and that the 
honegent. They proposed it only .on the 
ground ef urgent necessity, and in the, act it- 
self encouraged and invited.the natin to be 
freed from it; hardships, by,@ftering their ves 
luntary service... 1¢ was for this that they 
had granted so many,exemptions,. The ‘rt, 
hon. gent’s. Pigs, however, gave no 

ragement to voluntary service, bat.only per~ 
mitted.men to retreat into it,.as a. sert.of 
asylum. »'The -great ,advantage of the’ sub- 
sisting, act in its principle was, that itanaltie 
plied the number ‘OF yecruiting officers, .by, 
interesting 10,000 parishes. in the recruiting 
service, instead of 500 men; and any 
these people would, ia the ordinary course.of 
retruiting, never bevisited by a recruiting: 
party. tie should propose to the:rt. hon.. 
gent. instead of totally changing the presesit; 
system, to. try an @xperiment in the present, 
year, which, if successful, would induce'par-- 
liament.to agree to’ his plan in the course. of. 


‘next year, Suppose he would allow the.se-, 


cond battalions to remain, to,retrnit’ 
the same time for the differcat 
of service with different bounties ; supposing’ 
12 guineas, forservice limited both in time. 
and space, 14 -guiueas for service limited in 
time but net in space, and, 16 for general. 
service; then by the number of, men raised. 
by the temptation of those dif{ rent bounties,, 
it would be seen iw what light the different 
descriptions of service were viewed by those. 
inclined to enlist. He thought the present, 
system. .must be more efficient than that of 
at. hon,.gent, in; raising men, as at pre-' 
sent, whoever, choose to enter fer limited ser-. 
vice might have in the additional force a.ser- 
vice. limited‘ in space’ as as in, time. 
This, therefore, “being more, limited, than. 
even what that rt. hon- gent’ proposed, would 
on. his.own principles be amore. attractive, 
He therefore, must oppose the neggplen. 
having great chance. of net producing .as 
the, present system, but uo 


probebility of produging more. 


corps in: the country and: 


Fut spid he rose on.this 


» 


| 
Secretary 


| 6} = Ripeal of the ddaitibnal Force Bills 


With -an opportunity of “indulging, 
bh Net wisk to indulge, 
fhamely, partystriumph, because every -one 


‘ot the ‘obcktions which: he with otliers had 
honour of stating against the dill, 
sought t6 repealed, had’ beew admit-' 
ted to-night, ren the advocates for the, 
that. bill—not only 
But-even avowed, and yet these. 
gentlemen called for its continuance... ‘They 
seid that the house should not take it accord: | 
ang to for that the the 
bill bad “but began to be understood, and 
that ‘its betteficial operation. was.‘ but »just 
conmeneing: thus it appeared, that a bill 
which had for its object to raise a number of 
who were*te be provided with prompt- 
fiéss for our military force, was to'be.a year 
and an half befure it commenced its advan- 
tageous operation ; ran@an half ela 
before those who called npon to 
it properly understood its real 
‘wise that--could thus enact laws 
fo remove difficulties! O still more wise 
éxecutive government, who could thus pro- 
Yide for the safety of the state on a sudden 
mérgericy ! Tobe cighteen monthsin execut- 
dng that which ws to save the country fi 
fmpending thin on thesinstant! He knit 
of no humiliation greater than that which 
Kelonged to those who. were to defend a bill 
enacted for such a purpose, and which ‘had 
produced such att effect. A. bill to make. 
doubtful points cleat, took 18 months for its 
iramers to understood its operation! A bill 
9 furnish the country with an immediate 
Bois of farce to detend the country in thie 
liour of dauger, did not begin to produce: 
any effect in Tels than 18: months. But this 
bill, instead of having any befieticial effect 
whatever was full of confusion, created great 
Piconvenience, ‘Might produce great oppres- 
sion, and. liad already done much injury to 
the service it Was intended to promote—the 
feeruiting service of the army; and it was 
singular etough that the very advantage 
which the friends of the bill now proposed. 
‘by its continnance,. was to arise from enlarg+ 
ing the districts ‘in which the. parish officers 
Were to act under it, which was absolutely 
wbandoning. the principle sof the - bill ; 
Yor the principle was "that of availing .our- 
relves’, of* lo¢af advantages. Men weresup- 
ers in aa@istrict, bec they etald that 


— 


‘fe 
at enmity -withs 
fanciful theories, and. sentimental 
In a word, the parish ‘bill: was 
arguments that ‘were utterly subversive, 
of-the pri 


neiples on which the bib itself-vway 
founded. He was glad the house had “beeg. 


the bill. He had, followed thevadvice of the: 
toblelord (Castiereagh), by looking at-themy, 


,and he should detail some of them ‘tothe, 


house, althongh the ‘noble lord, 

for his argument, had abstained from it. The 
system of recruiting was here to befoundiby 
the various returns which had been made an 
der this bill, but they all sung the same note. 
This recruiting was carriedion under theiems, 
ployment of agents, for he would: noteuil 
them crimps (a laugh). This occasioned addis 
tional bounty to be paid by the parishesjia. 
thing intended» to have. been. prevented by, 
the bill, so that to continue-the bill at all, nee. 
only the worst part of it should be pat-men 
in force, but . that must be done also which » 
the bill itself was intended by: its framers 
prevent. So much for the principle: of the: 
bill, which had been attempted to-day, nog. 
by the'noble lord, but by the hon. and learby,; 
ed -genUeman who spoke last, to 
ed by considering other matters which wete,: 
unconnected with: it; the learned gens. bad: 
dilated on topics, the adoption or-rejection!{ 
of which had no concern with thissdall{stote; 


though no other military system; should) bei 
adopted in: its stead; the Velunteers.oranyge: 
other,part of our military -systermywould 
where it stgod after the repeal this). 

ill. Asto the levy en -masse,.of whiehiw 
the learned -gent.. had : spoken, : that» 
measure the adoption or rejeetion.of 
would remain as entire ‘after: therepeal «: 
this bitl as at:the present: moment.» 
might be asked, what.substitution-was:to 
had tor the parish bill}. to which his:answetcl 
was, that the only substitution fortheparisis 
bill, or the Additional: Force 
calledy was the repeal «of sity. hades: 


pabout it evils for which a repeal. 
‘ly remedy. Getting rid-of ‘the dill was only" 


getting rid, of But there came 
extraordinary. personal argument against.bie 
rti;hon. friend (Mr, Windnam). 
be'-observed his: rt: hom.: friend: 
several ptintsto, bring 


they.were to-act together, and beter might arise, ‘onthe levy en maste, orion ther.’ 
by those whom they-knew and now the | subject ‘ofscnlisting. for a:ternmot 
advantages, ; Such was | thoueawho supported the: dill, 
the measure which was deteuded by those 


ae 


referred to the calculation of the produreof. 
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the parish: bill might: justly »be: nepealéd 


system, on -which auvariety of; opinions 


| 

| 

| 
| 
| | 


‘any objection could be started against any of 


 @nnected the rest of the taxes might be with 


less; it was 4 minus quantity. 


- amy. 152 men in ‘the 


‘ihtovall the 


of the:-miiitary plan’ of his’ rt/ hon. 
fiend; if the present-bill ougbt-not to be 
sepeaied: if any” tault could be found’ with 
eny “part of. military plan: The’ real 
gate of the matter way this: that military 


‘embracing as it did, avariety of points, 
oy ther ‘by way of 


yas’ opened 
that the outline of it might be 
yeen'at one view ; “but it did not thence fol- 
jgwthat none of these parts should after- 
wards We discussett in detail separately ; on 
theicontrary, they» must be so from their 
very nature. It mightas well be said, when 
his-noble friend ‘opened the Budget, that if 


thetates, that therefore the terms of the 
canteactof the loan were-bad, or if any ob- 
jection Could be urged against the tax on 
the Property Tax, the whole Bua- 
gevof taxes must'be' rejected, however un- 


these two. But his rt. hon. friend gave away 
theproduce of the parish bill, because he 
bnew that he'was giving away a loss; and 
this warranted by a calculation ofthat 
would appear’ by gon. 

at first’stated,* that the produce of 
tie billwas nothing, he must now statethat 


He-would:not «Yow that the average of the 
general tecruiting had been fairly taken, for 
ittould expécted.to have been the 
miné during: peace and war; or, that during 
the operation of the army of reserve act it 
could produce 'as many meniazs it otherwise 
woold have: produced; be should, however, 
jiate the actual: increase of the army, both 
tithe regular mode’ of recruiting, and by 
thetassistance of the parish bill, at two dif- 
fefent-periods: Inthe months of Oct. Nov. 
ind Dec.ii 804, 88 men only were produced 
is billjvand 3058 by general recruiting. 
lorthe: three :corresponding months of the 
year 1803 there were G13. raised by the act, 
butiby general recraiting only 2388. On 
these sums he must allow that the 

latter 
period; but. when he should compare the 
three anonths: following, Jan..‘Feb and 
March, 1805, ‘them with the 


| atiniy had’ gained Matte 
i a faircom=- 


parison of the’ effect of ‘the bill'at the differs 
ent periods; and he’should vate for theres 
peal,” if it was forind other texsoh ‘thin 


esent recruiting’ service of “the army.—_ 
eniythe parish’ bill’ ceased: to” give 
noxious’ assistance to the army, more might 
be tairly expected from the ordinary recruit= * 
ing. Gentlemen said the done much” 
with ‘their favourite bill. The cbild‘had 
done something; but he had kept away the | 
workmen. ‘here was’ no gent. whotould 
think that it was not a most desirable thing 
to increase the disposable fo All thevar- 
guinents he had heard did 
net weigh a feather mind. We were 
ealled upon to exert the pliblic force, and — 
might be stili fatther called upon, from ‘thé © 
circumstances that the nature of the ‘preseut 
times might produce, to facilitate; as far as 
ossible, the means of ‘recruiting the army, 
¢ should, when’ the opportunity came, 
deavour to state, as fat as his capacity allowed * 
him, that hoplan yet mentioned was van 
to produce the desired effect, ds that of shit’ ~ 
rt. hon. friend. Gentlemen, the other 
side, seerhed always'to think they had'betier’* 
grounds cf debate, than those whidhfwere 
furnished by the matter immediately "before 
them. They were alarmed without knowing” 
the reasons. “Ignorance ‘was certainly - 
ground ofjtersor, As to the levy en masse;* 
he granted that'there “might ‘be some 
culties, but the objections of scrupulous’ 
might be removed in the committee. He 
must, however, think ‘that the principle it 
self was. perfectly right. A-certain degrée’ 
of general enrolment appeared to ‘him to” be’ 
the most “Solid defence of the country.’ “In 
this free country we must look, for-a_ great 
portion of our defence, to the general patriot-" 
ism, zeal, and ardour of the community: As’ 
to the question’ concerning the’ Volunteers,’ 


cause it was evidently ay itmpediment to~the | 


ithe gentlemen asked what-was*to be dune” 


withathem ? Were they torbe diminished or’ 
inereased '? The only object proposed to 
render them more useful, by some better* 
plan. for theirfature “The prd-' 
visions to that effect were matter of future’ 


miénths of 1806,: he found) Gohsideratiom. “A principal topic: of ‘misre~ 


thabin the:tugmer there were 525 raised 
general recruiting; but} 


by} presentation on the otherrside, was whathad: 


tallen tronhis tt. homafriend two years Back; 


in the lattet period, althuagh there were 661 
bill, there were but 2517. faise 
by Adding, . therefote 
ther, it nppeared:there was: 
@fxiency of G09: ia che. wumber whith 


the subject of the Volunteers: With 


hon. friend 


that!it coincided! with bit own’ opinidtis) 
therefore, iit given ‘ye! 


 $pect:to the general tendency of what his 
ad tlien said, heomust ‘obsetve;: 
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he . that. their. patriotism and | - 
bravery might~have been. better directed; 
But what then? ‘Those:sentiments -he 
“pressed: at a-time when. they were. hardly 
formed into: that shape which they-had. after: 
wards. borne. > His, having -entertained.that 
‘originally, ‘respecting: the mode of 
ing such a, force, was not sufficient 
reason why'he ‘should new endeavour: to 
#troy the whole system. It. was re- 
ferring to what had, been) said. 
upon the formation of sys 
opinions and cf: gentlemen, 
specting the. wolunteers,,. were: now-to. be 
ed. Heveertainly thought, that. this 
force might have been better. modelled. dn | 
this, however, he perfectly clear. jaw 
ever else ‘the house did, Jet them repeab this 
bill. Allpoints;that concerned the allows 
ances and rank-of the volunteers might be-as | 
well settled -after the repeal of this act,:as 
at-present. » The.principle of :li- 
service. for.time might be adopted; or 
ified, ot rejected, just as well as now. 


propriety of adopting. other -medes of 
Tecruiting: the: a WETS. independent 
ef. this billy ..The-hi ‘words ‘he: had heatd. 
this question snot affect him. He. 


Was not disposed to disregard: or’ neglect the 

of those who upon 

ect, ing li service, but 

that it was 

ent with the system of our army,’ ‘nor: re-: 

ow to any principle of the constitution-; 

he thought gentlemen afterwards 

be of the in. 
sition to the 


fr. Keek to the number 
which been raised by the bill-ia Leices- 


tepeal, 

_ Mg. Fudlér supported. the: 
was persuaded .that the man?with 
whom it originated.(Mr.: Pitt), would, if he 
were now alive, be-among the most forward: 
to,call for the repeal. ef this measure. And 
he would recommend the-present chancellor 


‘ing: was 


swer, and lis opipior 
fred; that-hé should vote for its-r 
Mir Ganhing professed 
to! ebttude for any length ofiti 
the atteition of the house, being: already 
sensible of the indulgence. shewn bint bythe 
house. ‘He condemned the: mode 
the’-rt. hon: secretary: of: state, 
out the scope.and: circuit of the debate,: 
which noimember was to :depart..:: 
nisters'conceive: that their statements 
to go forargument.and detision 
question before the house been the zepeal 
the Income Fax, would not gentlemen 
a right to examine what:was -to: 
tuted «in ‘its:place? ‘Fhe rt. honagent: had: 
stated that he had'many measures. to 
‘yet he shewed tn¢ommon todo 
this ‘single measure © predecessor, 
The chancellor’ of..the: exchequer in 
nancial measures ‘had established the planeef 
his predecessor, -and-had. proposed the means 
as | of eontuing them. The rt. hén. seer 
(Mr, Fox): had placed the: :question:an 
‘narrow ‘grounds, the experience only.ofed 
‘fewemonths, :that he could scarcely consider 
‘his/¥iew of the) subject as originating wi 
‘himself. "The medes. of .comparisom: 
'wete~unfuir. He could from; the 
documents, months when’ the army seeruitt 
high.and the ‘operation of! the 
low, and-xicé versa; and ‘others again cwhen 
both were high. ‘The noble«lord dad said} 
that the débate was only om the act for Bnge 
land. Did-he mean to say,*that dt was nob 
detated generally? Did dre meanthat 
tobegin again ab initid, upom 
= at respected Scotland and 
‘Would henot think that-such asmode would 
‘be idle, and even embarrassing? Bupi:ther 
| neblé lord had stated the. desertions«of:the 
whole force~agaitist the’ single produ 
England.~ Had-he-calculated the difter 
he would have: found: it materially to»dffect 
timénts; Into.thevother. statement 
otild not enter, ab: uno disce; oniniesd 
militia had ‘not been extended; :heeause 
it was not found that it/could:support  iteel: 
tothe full extent.: ‘But would ‘the ; house 


Shee 


ofthe exchequer, whom he saw as a.phornix:| tages 


arising from the ashes: of that great man, +t 
or to follow as: bedid; any sneasure 


whith: justice-.ptescribed, without. aay-sty- | men might: wish-the~ from: yarionst 
but Jet him: act: tt! friend that they 
the rt. hom. framor of; this bill; burt: det 
4 


part: with an .act.which extended : the advan 
of the militia, recruited, 
‘same time} the ‘regular force; without theint 
‘Couveniencids: pf: a’ standing army :Gentlett 


| 
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t 
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in’ the newspape 


force was Universa 
therm. sot- diminish 
the’ country; and’ throw: he 
that he “hed 
men raised in: 
beh the’ rt:+hoh. gent!-asgumed to 
fat” his “accuraey’, he would 
to accuse others of @naécuracy: 
Lord ‘Advocate of Scotland (N 
to make a few remaiks apot 
ion act in that’ patt of thie 
body! who: 
that 


er) ‘ot a’ single’ man "could 
Scotland were. a sngaci 
they kept'the bounds the law pre- 
them? and when they could not 
pthéy paid the money. He had at- 
(the county meetihg of -Edinburet, 
lien nothing be done to facilitate the 
ofimen.( ‘Who were the: parish’ offi- 
dons school-master ‘andthe sexton : 
efforts to raibe the men were 
Yer in the of Ayt 
iy did: contrive ‘to’ get. mén..- Low? by 
iding: to martufacturiny towns aiid ems 
or by givifig too’ much: mo- | 
extraordinary. way of 
‘men under-a-particnlar act, by vio- 
the act itself. He hoped'the house’ 
would in such oases impute their conduct to’ | 
and zeal; rather thaw to -any 
did riot feel himself quite: 
of a. méabure which had. 
the hotise’before he-had 
the'hononr of ‘sitting there but from 
hall ward; ive 'had no difficulty in voting-for 
theirepeal of the act! It was useless. It 
Wab-oppressive! and in its operation# 
Ibwas destructive to’the modeof ‘recruiting | 
forthe regular army. It'could, by 
thebreach of it: No set of men in the coun~ 
‘Were more efititied to: consideration than’ 
volunteers of Scotland’ ‘They were 
by ‘the. truest patridtist® and: valour. 
could be to 
plan proposed, it fast be fromthe | 
ddwir to 
Of-the speeehes of the -hon/ gentlemen 


get 


cotland wére sensible men, 
and weuld be'the «first: to be «satisfied with 


useful tothe country. “WhateveF par 
might enact,» he: confident 
hat that their love for their country would be 
soffidient to. make them‘ continué thdir-ser- 
vices witht the same cordittlity, ‘loyalty, 
spirit, théy had hitherto’evi 

Mr. Flawthorne' wistied +d, tires 
he indtijgence-of the Howse shdtt ti 

se of'a'former debate had artaig 

as partial, a noble * tite 
bench: He wished the 
td poitit out'in what re 
cnvaté. “He-had the" itt his’ 
fo, which he’hat On ‘former 
| ing; With ‘the. the shoise 
he’ would. again to them? (feud: 
question). 4 “He péreeived* the, 


che but ‘tite speéth thesst 
‘Had made it ttécessary tot 

Ww words! supporte the’ statément 
the chancellor of, the’exchequer; 
fhe uinount of desertions, 
opposition ‘to “thé (Mir. 
hing), thatythe average hdd bedtt faitly taken! 
Fits principal object, rising; 
justify himself wid friends for ai 
| formerly consented ‘contiine the ‘att, 
voting for its repéal. * Ft sth nity’ 
| Knowledge that’ thedlastrictrs chiracter 
first proposed the act which it “was the 
of thé bill before the‘hotise to repel,’ 
intended ‘that it-sHoutd- operate as 
of also*khew that’ if Washi 
sent;’defective and ‘inefficient ag 
tbe sid te bethe with 


the’ ilustricus 


tient the'question, ‘and-he'would wot rake 
declaring; that he voted fot the feddalof th 
act, 2, full conviction that “it: had’ 
answered thé putpo —~ 
a was léated ‘ora’ divition? 
a pra ‘after Which=te* 


what the wisdom = the house might enact _ 
for the general benefit, to make fhegos, 


us | house’ was’ inclined” tonear 


thdn tax: of Ww). upon the: paridhes 
could be rdised by it. 
tounty of a place that one 
aght*very likely for procering't 
‘<4 
| 
| 
| | 


- sumed, the chairmart reported progress, ind, 


having obtained Jeave to. sit again the. 
say, the: house adjourned atone o'clock, 
Wednesday, May 7." 
© Jeges new. resolutions were passed respecting 
- claims to the-Rogs peera order to shew 


+ of) 


tended at the bar, jn pi suance, of the order, 
use, charge of in- 
yke, one of ; the door-keepers 


sulting 


ho 


hancellor :and discharged, paying 


the hase, ta tbe 


lords, while.on duty in- the 

t. parliament in Westminster- 

was ordered tq) be reprimanded, 
accordingly. reprimanded by ,the | 


pon ourre-admission we foup 


jour, mow under. the protection. of that 
lady, raying that an early day might. be ap- 

inted. for hearing. the appeal. 
sw words from Jord Grantley, the petition 
read.—The lord chancellor thought that, 


After a 


om,,the: state of the business before the 

house, it -was impossible to mmake.any order. 

respegting the case then. ,He as. 

the only mode they could adopt, that the pe- 

tition should.Jie on the table, and a.day be 
appointed for its consideration,—Lord 

concurred. in_ this suggestions sand moved 

that the petition should be taken into consi- 

tion on Monday fortnight. . This mo- 

tion, after a few words from the earl of 

Romney, was agreed to. ae 

Bitz.) The Dake 

of Clarence: presented”a. petition from 

tain merchanfs and ship-owners ofthe port 

of London, against, the Slave: Importayon 

pil], and moyed that the petitioners, should 


‘be heard by-their counsel gaifst: the dillon 
the.2d reading that day. A’ long. conversa, 
tion ensued respecting the propriety of hear, 
ing-counsel,: the result, of which was’ tha 
counsel were ordered to he, heard, it, bei 
understood that, rule. of the 
house, only two eounsel were to be heardion 
all the petitions against the bill.—-The earhof 
Westmoreland presented a- petition from 
certain merchants trading to: South: Caroli 
and Georgia against the bill, on -which:conns 
sel were also ordered to be, heard.—Counse) 
were then. called in; Mr. Adam, appeared 


a 


for the Bahama islands, and Mr.. Scarlet oy 
the island of Jamaica; petitions. from, the 
agents for beth which islands were presented 
on, Monday. . These gentlemen. were hear 
against the principles and:previsions of -thp 
bill, the operation -of which, they .stated, 
would be injurious both to the Bahamas.and 
Jamaica, particularly so to the’ formeran 
Counsel] having withdrawn, 
Lord Grenvidle.rose to move the 2d reads 
ing of thes bil}. Nothing he had heardy-he 
said, had tended to conyince. him that. the 
principle of the bill waserroneous. oriimpoe 
litic; on ithe contrary, ‘be Atill believed itta 
be a measure which called ,for 
dictate of sound policy. | The islands:im-ahe 
West-Indies were now nearly all of: themin 
the possession..of this country, or lof oun 
enemies; and, .if it was a clear and. obvious 
policy that we should yot give advantages.td 
our enemies, it was surely equally, clear thay , 
we should not their -colonies-with 
slaves, thereby affording them, edditiona} 
means of cultivation, contributing to increas 
‘the produce of their islands, and. thus 
abling thera to meet us in , the)-market upon 
equal terms of competition, or perhaps; 
undersell us; . This appeared to 
|vious, that he thought it unnecessary to am 
it. The-first object. of the bill,, theres 
re, was to ‘prevent British subjects from 
supplying foreign colonies with slaves... The 
‘same was also applicable to: the 
supply of colonies captured fromthe epemyy 
and only held uatil peace. Ju the islands 
captured last war, end which were givemup 
at the peace, British capital was employed 
to.so great-an extent, that the exports from 
those ‘islands equalled the exports. from, Jae 
maica.. Al} this went to benefit and exirich 
‘the enemy, and to encrease their 
rivality, Another object of the. bill, theréty 
fore, was to enforce the order of counellj 
issted to restrain. this species. of trade; ens 


aeting, at, the same time, additional; 7 


| 
| He 
' 
| 
| ok 
tha 
| He 
| wh 
of the claimants, through the 
Manners family, from lea 
and also, to, save therclaim. of the Duke of vot 
| Rutland, to any barony of that name. . The th 
co-heirs in-whom..the, barony is, declared to to, 
in were placed in the 
y.the following order, sir T. W.. Hunloke, sel 
the Earl of Essex, and lady Henry Fitzge- sec 
yald.—Strangers were for, some, time; ex; 
claded, during which, we understand, .a Mr, | diy 
ter 
| 
re 
| | | 
| 
fees. 
gar] of Romney addressing the house respect- 
| ing 2. payee, he, had presented from the 
respondents in an appeal on the court of 
chancery, . wherein Mrs. Fitzherbert. is the 
appellant, relative to the guardianship of 
| Miss Seymour, daughter-of lord Hugh Sey- 
| 
| 
} 
| 
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ions, in, order.to. prevent the importation of 
inio the .islands thus conquered from. 
eenemy, and the consequent investiture 
igthem of alarge portion of British capital. 
relative to our, commerce 
pavigation could induce him to think 
that the. slave. trade ought to be continued, 
Heconsidered it as a cruel and unjust trathe, 
ghich ought to be abolished. If, however, 
twas to be continued, it ought to be carried 
q-under those. regulations which might at 
render it less revolting, by making. it 
ce. to the benefit of our navigation, 
The third object of the bill, therefore, was 
igprevent British subjects from carrying on 
the slave trade in any other than British ves- 
ls. His lordship concluded by moving the 
scond reading of the bill. 
‘The Duke of Clarence said, he would not 
divide the house upon the subject, but, con- 
fent himself with briefly stating his objec- 
tions to the bill. If we were enabled to 
prevent any supply of slaves from being car- 
ried to the enemy's colonies, then he would 
agree to the policy of preventing British sub- 
jects from supplying them ; but this was not 
thecase: the colonies of the enemy would. 
te:supplied with slaves from other sources ;. 
igd.therefore he saw no reason why the pro- 
fiis-arising from. this trade should be taken 
ot.of the hands of British subjects. With 
et.to the investiture of British capital, 
colonies taken from the enemy, _he 
thought that, in the event of a war ensuing | 
after their being given up, and an attack be- | 
fyg. made upon them, the inhabitants, hav- 
ing, experienced the advantages resulting 
fiom, the employment of British capital, | 
Would be the less ready to defend them. 
The bill, he contended, would, in its opera- 
ion, greatly injure Jamaica and the Bahama 
ilands; the former island was seyeral hun: 
dedleagues.to leeward of all ,our colonies, 
ad; unless the trade with slaves to the Spa- 
bish Main, was aliow#d, it weuld not be 
worth the while. of any trader in slaves to 
tome to Jamaica, aS. in case, as it probably 
might happen; he could not find a market 
for them there, he would be subjected to 
mmous. expense and loss, He _there- 
igre. objected tp the bill, and should take 
dther Opportunities of stating, his objec-. 


<The Earl of Westmoreland approved of 
Sgme-parts of the bill, and thereto should 
hotobject to the.,second reading. To other 
Piovisions of the bill, however, he should 
ironyly object in another stage of it, as 
their operation wouldshut out a mart for Bri-. 
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manufactutes to the amount of 3.mil- 


lions sterling. 


"The Earl of Moira’ defended the bill, 
which he considered as founded in sound po- 


icy. If, as had been stated by the counsel 


who had been heard, slaves were to be cons 
sidered as merchandize, they must be con- 

sidered asthe raw material. It had always 

been considered as highly impolitic to export 

to foreign states any raw material from this’ 
country, which was afterwards to be worked. 
up into manufactured articles. Upon this 

principle, therefore, it was surely extremely. 
impolitic to allow slaves, which were the 
raw material with respect to the produce of 
our.colonies, to be exported by British sub- 

jects to the colonies of the enemy, there- 

by giving them the means of using this raw 

material to increase their produce, and en- 
abling them to rival us in the market.—The 

bill was then read a second time. 

Lord Hawkesbury gave uotice, that he 
should propose several amendments in the 
committee, and that if the bill came out 
of the committee in its present state, he 
should think it his duty. to oppose it on a sub- 
sequent stage, 

HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Wednesday, May 7. eed 

[Minutes.] Mr. Alderman Combe pré= 
sented a bill from the coach-makers of Lon- 
don against the raw hide and skin cutting 
and flaying bill—A person from the Tax 
Office presented an account of the amount 
of all Exemptions to Foreigners on sams in’ | 
the Public Funds, upon he ‘Property Tax 
act. Ordered, on the motion of Mr. Ma- 
gens, after a short conversation between Mr. 
Foster, Mr. Corry, and Mr, Magens, that 
there be laid before the house an’ account o! 
the quantities and value, real and official, 
of all foreign Linens imported into Great 
Britain from ‘the Ist of Jan. 1790, to the 18¢ 
of Jan. 1806. Also of the quantity exported 
during the same period, together with the 
rate and amount of duties and drawbacks 
thereon, distinguishing the several sorts, and’ 
each year.—The Sécretary at War, for the 
purpose of throwing light on a part of a’ 
comparison which had been made in some 


| late debates, moved that there be laid before 


the house, a return of the nutber of re- 
cruits raised under the Additional ‘Force act 
that had volunteered from ‘limited to ‘anli- 
mited service from Oct. 1804, to “April, 

Sir John Newport 


1a 
ma 
hear, 
Arh of 
from 
| 
| | 


moved, that the house should resolve itself 
into acommittee of Ways and Means, and 
that the several Accounts presented, relative 
to the Revenue of Ireland, should be re- 
ferred to the said Committee. The house 
having resolved itself into the ‘said commit- 
tee, the hon. barenet said. that if in attempt- 
_ ing to Jay before the committee the statement 
of the Revenue of Ireland, he was possess- 
ed of the abilities and eloquence of Kis no- 
ble friend near him (lord H. Petty), he 
should not feel at all embarrassed at the task 
he had to perform, because he shoald, in 
that case, feel a ‘confidence in his own 
powers, and by a luminous and perspicuous 
arrangement of the subject he had to state, 
arrest and engage the attention of the com- 
mittee; but as he was not possessed of those 
powers, he could only promise to ley before 
the committee, in simple and unadorned 
language, the Supplies and Ways and Means 
for the service of Ireland for the present year. 
Although in some respect he could not con- 
" gratulate the commiitce on the state of Ire- 
Yaud, yet he was bound to attribute the de- 
ficiency which existed in the revenue of that 
country tothe want of arrangement-which 
. prevailed in the collection of its revenues. 
- It must be the wish, as it certainly was the 
duty, of the government of Irciand, to 
adopt as seor as possible the same excellent 
mode and plan for tlie collection of the re- 
venues fhai existed in this country. He felt, 
however, great Satisfaction in stating, that in 
‘ gpite of many obstructions which the trade 
of Ireland had experienced, and still expe- 
tienced, that counti'y° displayed powers of 
énergy and resourcé whith, under regular 
and proper management, must render it a 
source of strength, instead of tending, as he 
was afraid it did in. somé instances, to the 


weakness of the empire.’ The exports of Ire-. 


land amounted last year to above 5,200,000], 
‘official -valne,- that above 30,0001. more 
than the preceding year’ The exports of 
"linen had ‘also increased last year. *"It was 
5,500,000 yards and the Import of Flax- 
seed 1677 hogsheads: fact, ‘the Exports 
‘of Ireland were greater last year than afiy 
year since 1792. _ Another proof of the’in- 
creased. stdte of the Exports’ Jyeland 
might be drawn from the state of the courte 
of exchange, which withopt any extraneous 
assistance, had been lower, and more fix- 
ed, for the fast four months ‘than ‘it had 
been for several years. “But the terms df 
_ the lately contracted in Iréland afford+ 
aystill stronger proof of the growing 
j*osperity of that country,°and ‘of ‘the in- 
creased confidence of the people in the Go- 
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|vernment. It certainly was a most flattering: 


cirtumstance that the Loan negotiated jy 
Ireland should be on more favourable termg’ 
than the Loan negotiated in this country, 
and he believed that no Lean had been con. 
tracted on such favourablé terms. since the 


and the 34 per cent. stock was taken at 711, | 
19s. and it was observable, that on the 19th 


trqm this country, that stock was at.711. and 
two days before the Loan was negotiated, 
that ison the last day that the stocks were o 
before the contract was made, they were'at 
71; so that in fact the Loan was taken at 


this further advantage, that the Loan being 
contracted in the 34 per cents. there was not 
so much stock created as if it had been in 
the 3 per cents. He was sure that the com- 
mittee would consider that asa good criterion 
of the growing prosperity of that country, 
and of confidence in the government. In 
making this Loan, it was singular that twa 
lists should, without any previous commu. 
nication whatever, contain exactly the sama 
offer for the Loan. The third list being 41, 


higher, the two parties who had offered the’ 
same terms agreed to take the Loan between” 
them.—He would now proceed to state to’ 
the Committee the Supply for Ireland ‘for the 
service of the present year. ‘The joint. 
Charge upon Ireland being two }7ths of the’ 


general expenditure of the Empire amount, 


have found it necessary to propose to the 


Committee so large a sum by way of Loan’ 


if the taxes imposed last year had in their 
produce fulfilled the flattering expectations 
which had been held out ; but that certainly 


arta account for the deficiency whi 
ha 


taken place. The charge on the Loan’ 


for the’ preseht year was 313,3661. including 


the whole of the Supply, and amounted in” 
Trish Money to'8,975,1941. The Ways and. 
Meansby which he proposed to raise thesesup- 
plies, were as follows :” thére remained of the 
‘fast year Efigland 192,339]. which 


vanced in the Autumn of 1805; by the Trea 


‘since repaid, .One third'of the three Lotte 


‘ 


ee In the Loan agreed for in’ Ire.’ 


19s. per cent. more than the market price 
of the stocks on that day; and there wag’ 


ed in Irish money to 5,738,988}. the separate. 
Charge as it stood on the 5th Jan. 1806. for’ 
interest of the Debt, &e. &c. was 2,922,346). 
He begged leave to state, that he should not 


h4d not beef the case, and he could in rer: 


the discount and management. This was: 


had'‘not been drawn for, which of course 
was applicable t6 the service of the present’ 
year.’ There was a sum! of 140,0001. 


sury-of Ireland, for Ordnance Services, and’ 


ot April, before the terms were sent over ‘ 
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yies for the. service of the year, 205,000). 
Two seventeenths of the Prizes which His 
Majesty} had been graciously pleased to grant 
torelieve the burthens of the People 127,450]. 
There was due from G, Britain to Ire- 
land asum of 50,000). for seamen’s- wages. 
The Loan for the service of Ireland, con- 
tracted for in England, amounted to two mil- 
lions British, or in Irish money to 2,164,000. 
The Loan negotiated in Ireland was two mil- 
jions, Aud he proposed to raise the sum of 
500,0001. by Treasury bills. The Revenues 
of Ireland for the present year, including 
the new duties which he should propose, he 
estimated at2,300,0001. These various articles 
of Ways and Means amounted altogether to 
9,181,4551. The Supply as he had before 
stated, was 8,975,1941. consequently there 
was a surplus of the Ways and Means above 
the supply of 206,2611. He had taken the 
Revenues for the year at 3,800,0001, and he 
would state shortly to: the committee his 
reason for so doing: the produce of the 
Revenue up to the 5th of January was 
3,354,000]. and he had reason to ap- 
prehend there remained about 160,006]. not 
collected; and these two sums, added to the 
duties which he proposed to Jay on for the 
present year amounted to rather more than 
3,800,0001. In proposing the new Taxes to 
defray the interest of the Loan, he had en- 
deavoured to press as lightly as possible upon 
the necessaries of life, or upon those articles 
which might press severely upon the lower 
order of the people, The first tax which 
he had to propose was an augmentation of 
the duty on Sugar, of 3s. 6d. per cwt. This 
duty was the, same in every respect as thai 

id on G. Britain in the Jast-and in the pre- 
sent session, but was to be consolidated with 
the present Irish Duties. He estimated the 
amount at 60,0001, He also proposed that 
the duty upon East India Sugar should be car- 
tid rateably, as it was at present upon the 
brown sugars. The next tax he had to pro- 
pose was one which he should have been 
glad to have avoided if possible; but when 
it was considered how small a duty the arti- 


dle bore at present, and that there was an 
| additional duty laid on it this session in G. 
Britain, he trusted the Committee would 
concur with him, that a small additional du- 
ty.was unobjectionable. The article to which 
he alluded was Iron. The duty he meant to 
Propose was 2s, per cwt. which was not above 
lalf.a farthing a pound. It was to attach 
upon Russfan. and other Foreign Iron, slit, 
hammered into, rods, .or drawn less ‘than 
quarters of an inch square, ‘The com- 
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mittee avould perceive that British Iron. was 
left free, und as that was convertible to all 
agricultural purposes, he hoped that the pre- — 
sent duty would not be severely felt; he es-, | 
timated its produce at 15,000). The next arti- 
cle upon which he had to propose a duty was | 
Tea. ‘This duty was intended principally for 
the purpose of regulation, and to prevent ; 
evasion. ‘The duty he proposed to lay on 


was 20 per cent. upon tea under 2s. id. per - 


pound, and he estimated the produce at 
about 20001. -He came next to the article of 
Stamps. He meant to propose an entirely © 
new modification of the Stamp Duties of © 
Ireland, and he should propose te repeal the . 
existing Stamp Duties, for the purpose of 
substituting a new act, in which ail the du- 
ties should be brought into one point of — 
view. He expected as much from the effect _ 
of the new regulations which he meant to 
adopt as from the increase of the duties. 
This great object was to prevent the evasions | 
which were constantly practised. The stamp 
duties were in a considerable degree affected _ 
by attornies, who, in cases where the proceed- 


ings did not go beyond the second stags, did 


not issue the process upon stamps, though 

they were charged tothe client. Now, it 
certainly. was right that whatever was paid by _ 
the public should be received by the treasury, . 
There were several other regulations to pro- 

vent evasions and frauds. The other stamp 
duties were upon leases, upon bonds (which | 
for small sums was very inconsiderable, and - 
increased asccording to the amount of the ~ 
bond; but in all cases it was considerably _ 
lower than the duty on bonds in G. Brita:n), — 
deeds of sale, awards, agreements, and re- 
ceipts for legacies. A small duty of 10 per 
cent. was proposed upon Jegacies to chil- 


dren,-where. the sum exceeded 500]. ; and ~~ 


upon the licences for Attornies who,had not ° 
practised three years 11.; and 2]. upon those — 
who. had practised Jonger.. The various re- 

gulations and additions to the Stamp Duties, 

exclusive of the duties upon entries, he es- _ 
timated at 80,000]. The duties upcnentries . 
inwards, beginning with Duties amounting 
to 51. and carrying them on_proportionably, , 


and doubling them on bills of view and 


store, except on coffee and tobacco; he es- 
timated at 20,000],—He now came to the 
subject of the Distilleries. He had to state 
tothe house, that previous to the last ses- 


sion,. stills of 200 gallons might legally be 


worked, and during that time, in order to _ 
encourage large stills, which could not so 
easily defraud the revenue, because they — 
could be more easily a bounty was 
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allowed on stills of 500 gallons of 81. and 161. | of former years, which had been collectéd 


on those of a 1000 gallons. Butin the last 
session all stills under 500 gallons were pro- 
hibited, but the bounty upon 500 gallon 
stills continued ; so that, in fact, there was 


still which the law directed him to work in. 
The consequence of this was, considerable 
reduction of the revenue, for the distillers 
reduced their stills to that standard which 
was more advantageous to them be- 
_eause, from the facility of working them 
more liquor could be distilled in two stills of 
500 gallons than in one of 1000 gallons. 
This bounty, therefore, acted in a direct 
inverse ratio to the original intention of go- 
verument, becaus2 it encouraged the small 
stills. He therefore proposed to take away 
the bounty upon stills of 500 gallons, to re- 
duce the bounty upon stills of 1000 gallons 


one half, viz. to 8l. and to grant the bounty of 


16 per cent, upon stills of 1500 gallons and 
upwards, This alteration he calculated 
would produce 70,0001.—The next propo- 


so that the real increase, was above 50,0001, 
If they were to continue to increase atthe’ 
same rate, they would absorb the whole tel * 


venue. He had repeatedly stated in that 
a bounty given to the distiller for working a_ 


house, his opinion, that a considetable pore’ 


tion of this money was recoverable, and he 
now felt himself warranted, after a correct ” 


examination, in repeating that assertion, 
Upon investigating, which he had done mi. 


‘nutely, the returns made by the solicitogy 


employed for the recovery of these balances, © 


he found that proper means had not been 
resorted to toenforce payment ; that in mas’ 
instances insufficient sureties had been 
resorted to where good ones existed; that 
_men of opulence, who were able to pay had 

been let to pass free, while poor men had” 
been sued, He had felt it his duty to state” 
‘his opinion upon every article of these re. ' 
turns, and he-had sent over directions’ 
adoption of effectual meastres for'en- 
| forcing payment; he certainly would 
' persevere in his attempts to accomplish that 


sition he had to make was to put the malt. object. He was aware that many of these 
houses in the country on the same footing | balances were not recoverable ; some ‘were 


as those in Dublin and other.towns. This 
regulation he -caiculated would produce 
60,0001... He did not mean to propose any 
additional duty upon Hats, Auctions, or 
Paper, but merely ‘some regulations in the 
collection of the present duty, which would 
produce about 5000]. There was a small 
sum paid to Captains of Ships, as portage, 
which the commissioners of Inquiry recom- 


* mended to- be abolished,. because almost all 


of it.went, into the pockets of the agents of 
the Captains. This amounted to 50001. These 
were the several duties and regulations which 
he meant to propose for raising the neécéssary 
stipplies for the service ef,the year. ‘The 
amount of them acccording to the estimate he 
had made would be 317,800l.; from this 
sum. was tc be deducted on account of old 
Duties given, 10,1451., viz. for wool licen- 
ces 145]. and for the 3s. house tax 10,000l. 
There would then remain 307,655). It 
might be asked why he had ‘not looked 'to a 
fund which he had pointed out fast year 
as d'resource ; he meant the balances’of de- 
ceased and dismissed collectors. He tauld 


- assure the committee that frum the time he 


came into office he had not been inattentive 

to this subject, atid‘he was sorry to say, that 

in the last year a very considerable augimen- 
tation of these balances had taken place. In 

1804 they ‘amounted to 188,e001. and last | 
year they were 220,000l. which was sh in- 


due almost a century ; but he was convinced, 
_as he had already stated, that a corisidérable ° 
part of them were recoverable—not Tess, in” 
his opinion, than 130,000). If it were due» 
to him, he was sure he could recover it; ' 
aud with the facilities which the law afford. 
ed for collecting the debts of ‘the crown, - 
there could’be very little doubt upon the sub- © 
ject. He really should not have félt war- 
ranted in asking for new taxes if he had not 
been able to state the means which had been ” 
used for, recovering this money due t6 the’ 
public, and he sinéerely hoped that the com 
mittee would continue their inquiries every” 
year, and that they would take cate that’ 
every part of these balances which were Te” 
coverable might be recovered, and ‘the fe 
mainder done away for ever. There'was 
upon the table a report from the commis-— 
sioners of Imprest Accounts with respect to. 
the Linen ‘Board; it stated a'deficiency toa 
considerable ammount. It was trot intended - 
‘that this report should remain a dead letter. 
Directions had been giyen'to the Law offi- 
cers of the Crown to take the most active 
steps for the recovery of the money, and if 


any delinquency should occur, that thehe: 


cessary measures should be taken for puntshe 
ing it; ‘because it appeared: to him that. 
where any’ delinquency existed, the bare res” 
covery of the'money was not sufficient :, for 


if persons could ktep public money formas 


trease of 82,0001. besides 19,0001. “balance 


ny then when the circumstanté 
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"ports, were ‘never greater than “in the last 


‘ubable to support. dn the year 1797 the 


yas found out, mérely be called upon to pay 
the money, it would really be giving some- 
thing like encouragement to such conduct, 
There was another’sum which he hoped to 
have looked ‘to this year, in aid of the 
Ways and Means of Ireland, and that was 
the balance due to Ireland upon the joint 
contribution, amounting to 800,000]. But 
upon examining the accounts for last year, it 
appeared that the excess of payment on the 
tof’ G: Britain was 560,000l. and the re- 
maining 300,000] was absorbed by the mo- 
ney advaficed by England for the payment of 
the Lottery Prizes. He -would not trespass 
any longer upon the time of the Committee. 
begged to fetarit his thanks for the’ 
attention with which he had been favoured. 
He then conclided with moving first 
Resolution, 
Mr. Foster said ‘might naturally be 
expected that he should make some observa- 
tionson asubject with which he was lately so 
mach connected, and even alluded to in the 
speech. of the tt. bon. baronet. He express- 
ed°great satisfaction in hearing that the Fi- 
nances and Trade of Ireland were now in thé 
flourishing situation ‘represented ; but he 
felt regret, at the same time, in having to 
state, that till within these four yedrs the ex- 
had “produced: ‘more, and therefore 
the balance against us. If, however, it 
was trué;: that since the year 1792’the ex- 


yeat, and that the imports were also iricréas- 
ig, they would be likely soon to bring back 
the balance in our favour. The rt. hon. ba- 
ronet Said, that his inteftions: were to raise 
the whiole quota of Ireland, for my! 
year by Loan, without ‘any War Tax, or 
means of raising any considerable portion of 
the’ Supply -within the year. If ‘so, there 
was an alarming prospect of the growing 
debt, Which he feared the country would be 


Debt “of Ireland was 7,000,000l. and, 
proceeding in thé same ratio of increase, in 
the year 1807 it would be64;000,0001. ; the 
disparity would bé very striking, if that in- 
cteasé were conipared’ with what took place 
in the Debt of England ‘since the Union. 
When that event ‘occurred the debt of Ire- 
land. was only 32 millions, and this year it 
was‘hearly double, The Debt ofG. Britain was 
460 millions, and was. now no more than 
548 tnillions, which ‘the house must perceive 
not'to be by any means in the proportion of. 
seven and ahalf to one, which was the quo- 
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ta'settled-for'the contribution of Ireland. It 
Was therefore the interest of G. Britain, as 
well as Ireland, to take the best means of 


[4a 


keeping down thé débt of Ireland as when” 


the period of equalizing the joint contribue 


tion should. arrive, thatdebt wouldfalkupon’ 
the finances of thiscountry. Thishe only stat~ 


ed at present, for the purpose’ of shewing” 
the necessity of raising a great portion of the” 
éxpence by ‘taxes within the year. In ‘the * 
present year, twomillions were raised:for'tie - 
service of Ireland, by loan, but it must be~’ 


remembered, that one half of it was siip- 


plied by agents going: over there from British 
houses, aod purchasing from the funds of * 


this country. He congratulated the rt. hon.’ 
bart. on the circumstance of the Irish Loan «— 
being raised this year at 7s. percent less than “_ 


the Loan for England, which was certainly”: 


a symptom of the growing prosperity of the « 


country. As one means of continuing and: 


increasing that prosperity he would recom= 


mend to the ministers of that country, ° 


to take measures tof equalising the .ex- 


changé. Much, however, was done by the’ 


conduct of the late Board of ‘Treasury, — 


which left it on the 5th of Jan. last, without ° 
one farthing of unfunded debt or ‘Treasury ~ 
bills unpaid; a circumstance he believed | 


which scarcely ever happened in that coun-~ 


try before. The bad consequence coniplain- 


ed of, as.arising from the too great issue of ' 


paper, was in some niéasure‘remedied’ by 


the conduct of the late Treasury’in sending ° 
over silver tokens. ‘Che quantity 50 trans’ 


mitted wasto the vilueof 250,000. in sil- 
ver, and the remainder in copper, making * 


in the whole 3594391. But even that was 


far from being sufficient for the wants of the 
country; which would at’ least require a cir- 


culation of’ silver to*the amount.of ove mil- 


lion. - He had-already stated, that-when the 


members of the late Board left the Treasury, © 


not a farthing remained due to any one per- 
son on the establishment ; nor did:their sue-” + 
cessors find any arrears whatever or any ba- 


lance due. In the year before that,.therd “ 


was iti the hands of the Receiver General a. 


balance of 350,000). all of which ‘they reco- 


vered, except about the sumiof 11 
was true, however, that they“also tookoff* 
all the emoluments. before attached» to the. 
office of Teller of the Exchequer, for which’ 


it was their intention to make a compensa~ 


tion, after having-recovered from him a ba-” 


lance.of 150;v00l..Such were a part of the’ 


practical effects of the new regulations he in- 
troduced into: different departments, but~ 
they were nipped in the bud about the close: 


of the last.session, notwithstanding that the: 
most material of them.were supported by'the’ 


Commissioners of the Ciastoms. By the estis: 


ymate made in last June twelvemonih, he cat- 
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culated on ah increase inthe Revenue of 
'$00,0001,. to which he expected to add 
400,000). by the duties on distilleriesand malt; 
but as these articies did not rise in price, the 
last caleulationwas not realized. He then en-. 
_ > tered at large into a justification of the mea- 
 sares adopted in his Administration, and in- 
to the produce of the various taxes in ditter- 
ent periods ; ftom which he inferred, that in 
the last year and ahalf there was an increase 
of 14 million which would shew that the 
resources of the Irish Revenue were not mis- 
conceived by him. The rt. hon. baronet had 
stated, that there was of the produce of. last 
year, 240,000]. remaining in the hands of 
the Collectors, which, however, would be 
made good; but he might also have added, 
that there was a great defaleation in the col- 
lection itself. For instance, the entries on 
coachmakers and braziers were not collected 
‘atall, andthe smuggling of tobacco in Ire- 
_Jand was too notorious for him to be under 
the necessity of proving it. The wine duty 
‘also, which in 1800 produced a revenue of 
200,000!. was in a great measure lost to the 
public, by allowing merchants to place the 
cargoes in warehouses, by which they evad- 
ed the paymeut of the duties, at the same 
time that they charged thein to their custo- 
mers. . In proof of this, he said that 20 or 
30 ton of wine were, in. one day, taken 
openly from the quays of Dublin, without 
paying any duty. Great losses were also sus- 
_ tained jn the custom duties, by the frauds 
eommitted in the importation of deals, 
bark, and various other articles. The arti- 
cle of wrought iron would require the great- 
est vigilance and attention. In the last year, 
the duties amounted only to 53,8001. which 
was 38,000l. less than what should be’ ex- 
- pected from the returns of the quantity ex- 
‘ ported to Ireland from G. Britain only; so 
that the mistake or fraud must have occurred 
either in the Customs of G. Britain or Iré- 
land, He then referred to the new taxes” 
proposed this evening, many of which he 
thought would not prove very productive. 
One of these was theadditional duty,of three 
shillings a cwt. on sugar. That article had 
been lately subjected toa high duty, which 
brought 130,000]. more than the sum at 
which it was estimated ; but, as the country 
was now ‘overstocked with it, unless it] 
should rise in price, the tax would not pro- 
duce a farthing. ‘The estimate made, that: 
the new duty on tea, under 2s. 6d. which: 
had a great consumption in Ireland, would 
‘produce only 2000]. he thought must be a 
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last year, produced no less a stim. thay. 
453,000]. and on the same scale, this addi. . 
tional tax ought to yield 70,001. As ta the tax” 
upon printing presses, he ‘did not well un.» 
cerstand what it meant. There was no ]i- 
}cence required for any other presses but’ 
-those-of paper-stainers ; whieh had no rela. 


the balances in the hands of the different. 
Collectors, which were reduced from. 
445 ,0001. to200,0001 he had only to say, that. 
no pains were takento enforce the recovery of 
balances trom the dismissed and. deceased. 


net would find himself deceived if -he relied. 
on the recoyery of their balances as a very 
productive fund. He then stated the nature. 
of the impvovements he intended to propose _ 
had he remained in office. The first was to. 
relieve the Woollen Trade from the ‘difficul- 
ties under which it laboured. In the second, 
place, if the two countries were to be putin 
all other respects upon the footing of equa, 
lity itshould extend to the interest of mo-, 
ney, which in England was at 51. and in Ire- , 
land at 61. per cent. and this must be an eter. 
nal obstacle to their possessing an equa-_ 
lity of trade. His next object would be to 
equalize the currency of both countries, ; 
and give to Irish Merchants the same advan-, 
tages of warehousing and bonding their goods, © 
in the same manner as was done in England;) 
with these and some other regulatjons, be, 
should hope the country would prosper, if it: 
were not kept back by a yearly increase of: 
the Public. Debt. oly 
Mr. Corry said, the rt. hon. gent. seem: 
ed to have two distinct objects in his speech; 
first, to criticise on the proposals of the rt. 
hon. baronet ; and secondly, to give himself. 
a sort of posthumous Budget of what he: 
meant to propose, had he remained in office. - 
If he thought there should be an assimilation 


he'not bring it forward while he remained in’ 
an official situation? Why had he not done 
the same with regard to the equaljzatton of) 
interest? The fact was, that he knewit to» 


he had.not been checked and controuled by 


Pitt) whose loss he, in common with the 
jority of the country, must for ever deplore. 
It was very desirable that the house. should), 
not be led into any delusion on these subs: 


It was not the preferable security. 
jut the greater intérest to be obtained in Ire«,. 


e. as’ the duty on the same article, 


d, which conveyed to it a considetable, 


tion to any other sort of printing. Asto, . 


collectors; and he thought the rt. hon. baro-. ” 


reso eo 


of thecurrency of both countries, why did: | 


be impossible, though perhaps he might. | 
have made some experiment of the kind, if 


the luminous genius of that great man (Mr._ 
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tion of the Capital of this country: anda 
bill to equalize the interest, in which the 
ft, hon. gent. (Mr. Foster) was very active, 
had some years ago been rejected, for these 
yeasons, by the parliament of Ireland. The 
rt. hon. gent. also recommended to raise a 

t part of the Supplies within the year ; 
pat he had made the experiment. himself, 
andthe produce of his own taxes gave no 


“@ouragement to such a proceeding. If 


he thought itdid, why did he not do so him- 
self in the last year ? He had also said, that 
itwas an unprecedented thing to leave the 
Treasury Board of Ireland without one shil- 
ling of unfunded debt, any Exchequer bills, 
orany salaries unpaid. ‘This was rather 
strange,as, when he succeeded him(Mr. Cor- 
ty) in office, he found the Treasury in exactly 
the same situation ; .and one of his first mea- 
sures vas to revive 800,000]. of Exchequer 
bills which he (Mr. Corry) had paid off. The 
rt. hon. gent complained of too much circu- 
lation of paper, but his Bill of last year had 
inundated Ireland with paper currency. It 
made very little difference whether the Loan 


-was made in England or Ireland, as the 


stock must come to the Irish market at any 
fate, and the stockholder in England receive 
his interest from Ireland. It was also an 
error to say, that the Collectors’ balances 
‘were 200,000]. when in fact, they were no 
more than 41,0001. He then said, that he 
was. willing to confine himself to these state- 
ments for the present, but should enter 
more at large into the subject if he should 
ever hear Mr. Foster repeat any similar ex- 
pressions. 

‘Mr. Foster replied, that he did not, 
when in office, propose to equalise the coin 
orthe interest of money, because the cir- 
cumstances of the moment. rendered it im- 
practicable, there being very little gold or 
tilver in the country. 

Mr. Parnell said that both the rt. hon. 
gent. who had’spoken last having introduced 
the question of the propriety of providing so 
Est a proportion of ‘the supplies of the year 
y loan, he would 'take opportunity of 


|p} Mating his decided objections to that system. 
He did not by any means itttend to complain 


ofthe plan which had been proposed for this 
year by the rt. hon. bart. because he con- 
tidered his appointment to office at’ so recent 
aperiod did’ not.afford him an opportunity 
todepart from this system, even if he felt 
similar objections.to it, as he did, or that it 
Would be prudent in him to depart hastily 
ftom'asystem that had so long been acted 
vpon, He said the objections he entertain- 
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ed arose from finding that in 1792, the ex- 
penditure of Leland was only 1,735,000l. 
and in 1805, 8,713,000].—that in 1792, the 
debt of Ireland was 2,422,0001. and in 1805, 
58,344,0001—The revenue of Ireland in 
the year 1792, was 1,t03,0001. and'in 1805, 
3,364,0001. He said that this-disparity be- 
tween the revenue and expenditure was 
truly alarming ;. that we were expending at 
the rate of 9 millions per ann. with a revenue 
of 3. millions ; the whole of which, a few 
thousand pounds only excepted, was mort- 
gaged for the payment of the interest on the 
debt. But this.was not the only evil, be-: 
cause this great disparity existed notwith- 
standing new taxes had been annually im- 
posed. The revenue of the last year -ex- 
ceeded the revenue of 1802 by only 50,000). 
notwithstanding new taxes were imposed in 
1803, estimated to produce 380,000]. per 


duce 1,253,000I., and further taxes in 1805, 
estimated to produce 255,000]. That is, 
new taxes had been proposed since 1802, 
estimated to produce an additional revenue 
of near-1,888,0001. instead of which the re- 
venue had been increased only by 50,000]. 
The committee, he said, would easily per- 
ceive that this defalcation must be owing 
either to a deficiency in the resources of 
Ireland to meet these additional taxes, or to 
great mismanagement in the collection of 
them. He would attempt to shew that the 
resources of the country were fully adequate 
to bear them, and therefore that the evil 
wholly originated in the mismanagement of 
the collection. In 1783, the official value 
of the imports and exports were 5,000,000I. 
in 1802, 11,000,0001.—and the real value 
of them 18 millions, eight of which were 
the value of the imports. ——On an ave- 
rage of seven years, to 5th Jan. 1803, 
the increase in the imports of tea was one 
million lbs. ; of tobacco, 3 million pounds = 
of woollen cloth, 100,000 yards; of sugar 
near 100,000 ewts. If he wished to avail 
himself of the argument of a favourable 
balance of trade he could in this instance do 
so; but he thought this argument very in- 
applicable to Ireland because of the great 
amount of remittances that must take place 
from Ireland wholly distinct from the ordi- 
nary remittances of trade. He thought the 
increase of the imports the best proof of the 
increased wealth of Ireland, because they 
are the consequences of wealth, and cannot 


of the increased wealth of Ireland which 


ann. other taxes in 1804, estimated to pro- 


take place without the previous existence | 
and eperationaf it. But besides the proof 
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was to be collected from the state of its trade, 
there were other strong indications of its 
“prosperity, These’ were the advance of 


Feuts, the number of buildings erecting | _ 


_ throughout the country, and the diminution 
in the export of the materials of manufac- 
tures, and of provisions. He thought the 
ommittee would agree with him, taking 
_ anto one view the concurring circumstances 
_ of an advance im yents and a diminution in 
-the export of food, thiat they are certain de- 
monstrations of the improved power of the 
country to consume that food, which whilst 
the country was ina state of poverty, was 
sent.abroad to find a market. If then it 
_was true that the wealth of Ireland had in- 
creased, that its trade, the advance in rents, 
its buildings, and the diminution of the ex- 
port of raw materials and provisions proved 
this fact, it must also be true that the rt. 
hon. gent. who proposed the additional taxes 
and estimated their produce at 1,900,001. 
‘were authorized to do so, so far as the re- 
sources of the country were in question. 
But what, then, must be the conclusion ? 
‘That the failure of them to produce must be 
wholly owing to mismanagement in the 
- collection of the revenue of Ireland. With 
. such proof before the committee of this 
_ fact, with the evidence contained in the 
xeport of the Commissioners of Enquiry, and 
with that also of the rt. hon. gent. opposite 
(Mr. Foster) of the great frauds and abuses 
that have taken place, he hoped, that the 
attention of government, and of all those 
‘boards entrusted with the management of 
the revenue would be immediately exerted 
to produce reform. He said that the con- 
tinaance of the system must lead to the 
‘bankruptcy of Ireland, and to make the ex - 
pences of Ireland a charge upon the English 
exchequer. That if they went on borrowing 
for 15 years to come, that is, to the period 
when Ireland by the Union will be liable to 
pay equal taxes with England, at the same 
rate that has taken place in the five years 
since the Union; the debt in five years 
anore will be gO millions ; in ten, 120; and 
jn 15, 150 millions: the interest of which 
it willbe quite impossible for the people of: 
Ireland to pay. He did not however, mean, 
that a change in the system should be rashly 
and hastily adopted, for it would be to no 
se to impose new taxes unless the col- 
te i those at present existing was made 
effective. It would be with the house to de- | 
cide, whether it would take care in time of 
the revenues in Ireland, which may here- 


“gland. 


after be,of advantage to England, or by neg- 
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lecting them, to make the expences of J 
land a new barthen on the En 
Mr. Rose said, that the failures in Iteland 
had been considerable, and he heard with 
pleasure of the means embraced for prévent. 
ing their recurrence. The.policy of raising 
the supplies for the public service within the 
year for which they were applicable; he 
thought most salutary ahd: sound,’ but the 
right hon. baronet had not propgsed to raise 
more than 6 or 700,000]. more than’ the 
interest of the debt, and therefore the civil 
list of Ireland, as well as the navy-and army, 
remained unprovided for. . The equalization 
of the currency between this country and 
{reland was a very desirable measure, ang 
one which was not now first agitated; but 
it had been found that many preliminary 
steps were necessary to its accomplishment, 
Mr. Lee thought, that, considering the 
great debt, and the extent of the taxation, 
the specie of Ireland was not sufficient for 
all the purposes of that country. There. was 
no solid ground for taking off the restriction 


on the Bank of Ireland so long as it conti . 


nued in England.. If, whilst the exchange 
continued at 11 against Ireland, the restric. 
tion were to be removed, there would not, 
in a short time, be a guinealeft in that coun- 
try ; ,and, as longas it continued, he thought 
the small paper currency a necessary succeda 
neum for the common purposes of life, in 
the markets, and he did not see how it could 
be said to raise the course of exchange against 
Ireland. Some time ago the exchange wag 
at 17 ; but now the issue of paper. had very 
much increased, it was only 11. The En- 
glish and Irish guinea and shilling were of 
the same value; it was .in half-pence that 
there was a deficiency; and by sending over 
a larger copper coin, the object of equalizing 
the currency would be answered. —To lower 
the interest of money in. Ireland would bea 
most desirable thing; and the great diffi- 
culty alledged to exist in.effecting it, might 
be removed, by providing, that all bargains 
to be made should be only at an interest of 
5 per cent. whilst those existing previous to 
the passing of av act, might be legalised, 
until the stipulated period of their expiration, 
The hon. member thought that the barriers 
against raising the supplies in Ireland withia 


| the year were insurmountable, as the money 


was so necessary to the trades and manmutfaes 
tures; and thought that, considering the 
loan of four millions, the taxes proposed by 
the rt..hon. baronet were more mild and 
moderate than could have. been expected. 
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“Sit J. Newport éaid, that heavy taxes 
@uld not be imposed upon Ireland at the 
time’ supply was necessary, consistently 
with any wise or efficient principle. This 
Wad been strictly exemplified in the last ad- 
ditional tax upon wine, which had operated 
§ 8 to Occasion a defalcation in the last 

1 of 74,0001. from a revenne of about 
90,0001. which it had yielded the year 
before. This would strongly prove how de- 
ficate and careful the legislature ought to be 
fot to push the taxation to an extent which 
would induce the consumer to relinquish the 
ase of the article entirély. Not only the re- 
diced consumption of wine, but the in- 
creased number of absentees from Ireland, 
were attributed to excess of taxation. At 
present, he was happy to state, that it was 
hot necessary to resort to any great increase 
of imposts on that country, as at the end of 
the last year there remained 800,000]. due 
tofreland, not drawn over from England, 
and which would more than cover the out- 
Handing treasury bills; and although he 
ineant now to give the house a power of 
tilling for 500,000]. he had reason to be- 
lieve that not more than half would be 


| 
| 


“Mr. Grattan could not entertain the idea 
of Pace Ireland find all her resources in 
é year for which they were to be applied. 
o-years ago this principle had been ex- 
tended to the infliction of an additional 
120,000]. a-year ; and if, every second year, 
the minister were to come to Parliament 
with a new system of taxation, it would 
| @arm the people of Ireland, and the mea- 
sires ao in all probability, fail of their 
object. However the prosperity of the 
country might have increased, its wealth 
Was not such as to encourage new taxes.— 
The increased wealth arose in part from the 
iste of paper; but every miller was a 
banker, and he feared it was a false capital : 
the aggregate opulence of the country was, 
however, ‘considerably increasing. —The rt. 
hon. bart. was certainly right not to precipi- 
fate Ireland into the system suggested ; but 
it was a discussion not called for now, and 
he (Mr. G.) considered it wrong to intro- 
duce any question on Irish affairs extraneous 
fo that before the house; he would, there- 
€, at once give his assent to the motion. | 
Mr. Foster strongly objected to the pro- 
posed tax upon iron. imported into Ireland, 
% going directly to contravene a principle of 
union, by imposing a tax upon a raw 
Material of Irish manufacture, without the 
Possibility of any countervailing duty, either 
Vou. VIL, 


| 
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by drawback upon ‘the export of manufac. 
tured iron, because it would be impossible 
to discriminate between the taxed and un- 
taxed iron in that case, or without incteas- 
ing the protecting duty of ten per cent. on 
British manufactured iron imported, in fa- 
vour of Irish, to 15 per cent. which would 
be equally objectionable—In this argament 
he was supported by Mr. Rose and lord Castle- 
reagh, and answered by lord H. Petty, sir 
J. Newport, and Mr. Vansittart. At length 
the several resolutions were carried in the - 
affirmative, and ordered to be reported the 
the next day. 

(Prorerry Dory Lord H. Petty 
moved the order of the day for resolving 
into a committee for the farther considera- 
tion of the Property Duty bill. 

Sir Henry Mildmay hoped the noble lord 
would not press the housé-at so late an hour 
to go into a committee upon a bill that was 
likely to excite so much discussion, especi- 
ally as several gentlemen who ‘earnestly 
wished to be present at that discussion, had 
left the house under a confident persuasion 
that the further proceedings on the bill would 
be deferred to another day. 

Lord H. Petty said it had been understood 
on all sides of the house, that this was the 
day finally determined on for going into a 
committee on the-bill. Several gentlemen 
had asked him, in the course of the evening, 
if he really meant to proceed with the bill 
that evening, and his answer was, that he 
certainly did, if possible. However,’ if 
the hon, baronet, or any other gentleman, 
had any objection to the principle of the bill, 
he would have no objection to postpone it, 
otherwise he should certainly wish to pro- 
ceed now. 

Sir H. Mildmay could not pretend to say 
what were the particular objections of his 
friends who had gone away. He could only 
state their earnest wish to be present, and 
that they had gone away under the per- 
suasion he had before stated—Upon the 
general voice of ‘‘ proceed now,” the order 
of the day was read ; when 

Mr. William Smith said, that notwith- 
standing the reluctance he had already ex- 
pressed to give any opposition to the mea~ 
sures proposed, or the taxes brought forward 
by his majesty’s present ministers, because 
he felt the peculiar difficulties in which they 
were placed, yet he had such forcible ob- 
jections to this bill, that he felt it an indis- 
pensible duty to express them. He was 
disposed to give his noble friend, the chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, every degree ‘of 
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credit, and although the bill, in its present 
shape, was certainly: much less objectionable 
than in its original form, and would, under 
the modifications -it had received, be much 
milder in its operation, still it retained many 
of. its objectionable points. First then, its 
name was changed to Property Tax, which 
was a mere change in name but not in es- 


sence; for the bill was, to all intents and 


purposes, an Income Tax still. It certainly 
‘was divested of some principles extremely 
obnoxious, which belonged to the original 
bill of the Jate premier. The principle of 
disclosure, for instance ; a principal so pe- 
culiarly galling to the feelings of Englishmen. 
that he was astonished how that. right hon. 
gent, could, have found arguments, to per- 
suade the house to its adoption.. But there 
was another. principle in the present bill, 
which he considered so unfair and unequal, 
that the house ought not to, sanction. it : 
namely, that of charging the same rate of 
taxation upon incomes that were but tempo- 
rary and unstable, as upon those that were 
permanent and stable ; for instance, charg- 
jng the same rate upon an income worth 
three years purshase and one worth thirty 
years purchase. If this point could be settled 
upon fair and equitable terms, much of his 
objection would be removed ; but he feared 
that the fault was radical, and that the at- 
tempt to remove it, under dll its details, 
would he an insurmountable labour. The 
name of Property Tax was adopted merely 
as a mask, to make it .go down the more 
smoathly with the multitude ; it was a term 
insulting to common sense; the principle 
of disclosure in this pill would, he thought, 
attach upon those who would feel it most 
severely ; and much as the noble Jord had 
laudgbly endeavoured to. mitigate its opera- 
tion, still it remained, and must be felt in 
a way extremely grating to the feelings of a 
great number of persans throughout the 
country. © His next objéction was to the im- 
mengse number of officers employed in the 
assessment ‘and collection. of this tax; men 
who were certainly the assessors and collec; 
tors of all other taxes, who might, with their 
employers, bear the reputation of very active 
and sedulqus men in the discharge of their 
duty ; byt whose activity, he was sorry to 
gay, consisted very frequently in being ex- 
tremely troublesome and severe upon those 
committed fo thejr official attention. That 


such men, merely upon their own: oaths, 


should be yested with the power of prying 
into the property and private affairs of per- 
ggns, in all classes, high and low, in every 


tremely severe. As. to the. ditterence 
tween, the rate of 6% per cent. and 10 per 


cent. he had himself very Jittle, objection, 
but he had his apprehensions. on general 
grounds, that. the-more the tax was raised, 
the stronger would be, the temptation to 


evade it. Upon no other groud did he ob, 
ject.to. this alteration ; because, as taxes tog 


large amount must indispensably be raised, — 


his only wish was, that they should fall as 
equally as possible upon all classes in. pro- 
portion to their means ; but his grand objec, 
tion was to the unjust principle of taxing 
all incomes alike, whether for a short a 
temporary, or a stable and permanent period, 
He was only amazed, that such a principle 
was ever submitted to. 


Sir R. Buxton thought the tax unjust. On ; 


a former night it. had, been said, that it 
should operate as a land tax, under which 
no exemptions were to be allowed. The 
policy of this principle had been formerly 
confuted, having been acted upon and relins 
quished. The hon. baronet particularly call, 
ed the attention of the house to the situation 
of country gentlemen of . about 1000], a 
year, who would feel the tax beyond, all 
others, and would be driven by its pressure 


from their country seats into towns, where — 


they could not be useful in the eminent. way 
which the antiquity of their families, and 
their capacity as magistrates, rendered them 
in their parishes; where, by their presence 
and long residence, they gave to th . 
weight which it would not otherwise carry, 
No man at any time more warmly suppo 
the war, or saw more clearly the necessity 0 
its vigorous prosecution now, than the hon, 
baronet ; he wished to give all the support 
in his power to the ministers, and said, thus 
much now only with a view of intimati 
that he had same objections to offer to. the 
tax ina future stage. 
- Sir H. Mildmay objected to the partial 
operation of the bill on the landed property 


of the coyntry: he did not mean to say'that 


the landed interest were not able to support 
the tax, and much more that they would not 
pay it if the wisdom of parliament should 
dcem it right to inflict it ; bytit was extreme- 
ly desirable that property should be que 
assessed. The small landed proprietors with 
large families would feel the act with parti- 
cular severity, as there were no abatements 


allowed for children, The great yariety of 
expenses incidental. to the support and edu . 


cation of large families, would, he can 


point these proprietors out to the house asf 


part of the kingdom, was, he thought; ex. 


e lawa. 
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‘to have abatements extended: to.— 


“He supposed the case of a gentleman mort- 


gegingan estate of 1300]. a year rental, which 

ry man knew never produced a net in- 
come of above 1000]. In sucha case, the 
mortgagee would never allow more than the 
two shillings in the pound deduction upon 
the actual income, while the charge upon a 
sipposition-surplus and all expenses of re- 

irs must fall upon the -proprictor. 

Mr. Perceval deprecated all delay, and 
earnestly recommended to the house to go 
inte the committee, which was the most 
proper stage in which to discuss the objec- 
tions now made to the several parts of the 
bill by different gentlemen. He professed 
himself a warm friend and supporter of the 
bill and its principle, because he was con- 
vinced that the taxes it was designed to 


“mise; would fall more equally, fairly, and 


justly, uponevery class ofthe commnuity, than 
anyother mode of taxation that could pos- 
sibly be devised; and firmly persuaded he 
was, that if it were practicable to raise a 
similar sum by taxes upon articles of con- 
sumption, upon the necessaries of life, even 
the poor man of small income, with a large 
fmily, would pay a much larger proportion 
of the tax in that way,. than he could possi- 
bly be called on to do, under this bill. The 
hon. gent. who first objected to parts of this 
bill, (Mr. Smith), had admitted the necessity 
in which his majesty’s ministers were placed 
of raising large sums to meet the arduous 


- exigencies of the country at the present cri- 


sis, But though he had favoured the house 
with a criticism upon the title of the bill, 
and christened it an Income Tax, and not a 
Property tax, if he would examine its ten- 
deacy, he would find it to be what it pro- 
fessed, a tax upon profits arising from pro- 
y, and also from trades and professions, 

lt much as he approved of the bill, and 
convinced as he was thatit would be vain to 
think of raising a similar sum by any tax he 
could impose upon articles of consumption ; 
he would earnestly recommend it to the no- 
blelord, seriously to consider the objections 
stated that night by the hon. members near 
him, as well-as the other weighty objections 
which might be offered on the part of other 
descriptions of persons, and see how far it 
would be practicable to modify particular 
parts of the bill, so as to render its opera- 


tion as little oppressive and obnoxious as 


possible to anyparticular class of the commu- 
nity, that the bill might not incur any degree 
its 


Of odium that might risk the necessity of i 


tepeal,. With. the case of chil- 
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dren. it certainly was worthy of considera- 
tion, whether some abatement on that ac- 
count ought not to be made in cases of ‘low 
income, though by no means in cases of 
large income. But if, after duly considering 
the subject, the noble lord should be of opi-: 
nion that no abatements could be made, he 
should nevertheless give the bill his support, 
because he was convinced there never was a 
measure of revenue so effectually calculated 
to reach every species of property. 

Mr. Wilberforce said, he heard-with very 
great pleasure the sentiments just expressed 
by his hon. and learned friend, in which he 
perfectly coincided. He thought there were 
several descriptions of persons who certain- 
ly ought to be exempted from the operation 
of this tax, particularly persons with large 
families having even incomes so high as 
200l.ayear. He compared the situation of the 
country, under the operation of such a tax 
asthis, and theexigencies which called for it, 
to that of a ship, whose crew, pressed by 
scarcity, were put upon short allowance ; 
where every man was called upon to bear his 
share of privation, all would cheerfully sub- 
mit to the hardship, so long as it was the. 
universal and impartial lot; but if one part 
of the crew were expected to’ submit cheer- 
fully to hunger, while another description 
were allowed to indulge in every luxury, 
resignation and patient submission could not 
long last. Thus it would be with those of large 
families and large incomes, who if they were 
called on to. surrender ten percent. thereout, 
must absolutely bereducedto want thecom- 
mon necessaries of life. The classesof persons - 
he would wish to exempt, besides those to. 
whom he had just alluded, were widows, 
poor clergymen, and officers of small pay 
in the army, unless it was intended to in- 
crease the pay of the latter, as in the case of 
the navy had been lately adopted. He felt 
the force of his hon. and learned friend’s 
argument, .and applauded the noble lord for 
the manly manner in which hé had come 
forward to raise so considerable a portion of 
the supplies for the war within the year: 
and if any-considerable deficit from the ge- 
neral produce of the tax, should -arise 
through the exemptions he proposed, it 
might be made good by encreasing the im- 
post upon higher incomes; and to sucha © 
modification he for one, should most chear- 
fully submit. 

Mr. Spencer Stanhope thought that to ad« 
mit of no exemptions was a.bad principle of 
taxation; and that it was neither politic nor 


humane to allow the estimated amount of 
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the taxto standin the way of abatements. in 
hard cases. He never at a secretary of 
the treasury that had not been adverse. to 
every exemption from atax, but he thought 
the amount of a tax not a matter so likely to 
be complained of, as particular hard cases. 
Lord H. Petty would not say much at so 
late an hour. The necessity of raising a 
large sum within the year, had been admit- 
ted, and, it had also been admitted, that 


this was the best tax for such a pur-|- 


pose, being as had been stated, superior to 
the.original income tax, To this resouree, 
therefore, we must look for the means of 
that energy which circumstances demanded, 
There might be some cases of apparent 
hardship: but equality could, in such a 
case, be only taken in the gross, and along 
with it, we must consider the efficacy of the 
bill. As to equality, perhaps, eti- 
cally, a tax on capital would be the fairest, 
or one combining capital and income, ac- 
cording to various descriptions of rroperty ; 
but the prodigious trouble, and the agency 
requisite for such a scheme, would hardly 
justify him in venturing to give up the plan 
that had been already established. The no- 
ble lord then expressed his strong disinclina- 
tion to admit any further exemptions, since 
350,000]. were already lost by the conces- 
sions made. He should listen attentively to 
suggestions, but nothing less than the seem- 
ing general wish of the house should incline 
him to increase exemptions, which were 
mostly of greater loss to government than 
benefit to the individuals. He objected to 


. the idea of taking a greater per centage from 


the rich than fromthe poor, sinceits tendency 
was toalter the order of society. The exemp- 
tions in favor of those who had children, 
were in reality a-tax upon those who had 
none.’ It was his wish to avoid unnecessary 
pressure, but not to-agree to exemptions 
which would greatly reduce the efficacy of 
the tax.—Mr. Wilberforce, Mr. Rose, and 


| lord H. Petty said a few words in explana- 


tion, after which the bill went through a 
Committee proforma. Progress was report- 
ed, and it wasordered that the committee 
should sit again on Monday, 
HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Thursday, May, 8. 
(Minutes. ] The house met at ten o'clock. 
Lord Beauchamp (late Mr. Lygon) was in- 


- troduced in the usual form, and his patent 


of creation having been read, took the oaths 
and his seate~Their- Lordships proceeded as 
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usual to Westminster hall and retu 
after four, when an order was made to, pron 


next day, and a message was sent to 

Commons to acquaint them therewith, 
The American Intercourse bill passed. 
through a committee after receiving some, 
verbal amendments. The report was orders. 
ed to be taken into considerationon Monday, 


_ceed further on the trial of lord Melville the, 
the. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, May 8. 


[Minures.] A message: from the lords ane: 
nounced that they would proceed further 
on the trial of lord Melville to morrow...) 
The Secretary at War brought up a return of 
the number of recruits under the Additional 
Force act, from limited to unlimited service,’ 
from 1804 to 1806. Ordered to lie on the 
table.—Mr. Huskisson, after a few intro. 
ductory observations respecting the claims of 
Messrs Chalmers for compensation on account 
of the losses sustained upon certain cargoes 
of Swedish herrings imported by them, ‘in 
the year 1801, said that the board of trea 
sury had, in 1804, considered the subject ve- 
ry minutely ; and although they admitted it 
certainly was a case of hardship, yet they 
were of. opinien that it was not one of those 
which they were, in justice, bound to com 
pensate. He concluded by moving, that 
there be laid before the house a copy of the 
minutes of the proceedings of the board of 


treasury onthe 10thof August 1804, re - 


specting the claims of Messrs Chalmers and 
Cowie. Ordered. . 

[Iniss Bupezt.] Mr. Alexander brought 
up the report of the committee of Ways and 
Means, upon the propositions moved yes- 
terday by sir John Newport.—The resola- 
tion being read respecting the duty on Sugar, 


Mr. Rose said, that the rt. hon. baronet 


had proposed a temporary duty in order to 
provide for the interest of a permanent loan, 
which was not only a novel, but, in his 
opinion, unwise mode of proeeeding. But 
if he understood the meaning of the rt. hon, 
baronet correctly, he seemed to think that it 
was not necessary to raise any taxes for the 


| payment of interest as long as there was any 
surplus revenue. The surplus revenue of 


Ireland, over and above the joint contribu- 
tion, only about 700,000). applicable to 


the payment of the whole of her separate . 
charge, and the rt. hon. baronet seemed to, 
think that as long as any of this surplus. fe- 


mained, it was not necessary to impose any 
new tax. Jf the rt, hon, baronet didnot 


| 


#? 


| og Sugar in Ireland was proposed in conse- 


‘sideration, because they were now coming 


ES 


' it was impossible for him (sir J. Newport) 


‘ thisduty onght to be laid on in consequence 


. per, have estimated the other taxes higher 


mean-that, upon what principle was it that 
he proposed a temporary duty to pay the in- 
terest ofa permanent loan? This duty up- 


quence of a similar duty being laid on in this 
country, but the duty in Great Britain 
wouldcease with the war, and then the duty 
jpIreland must cease also. The rt. hon. baro- 
net was introducing an entirely new princi- 
ple,.and it was a subject that deserved con- 


rapidly to that period when the debts of the 
two.countries would bear that proportion to 
each other that they must, according to the 
act of Union, be united. He by no means. 
contended that the whole of the supplies 
for Ireland should be raised within the year, 
but certainly taxes should be imposed to pay 
the interest of theloan: 

Sir J. Wewport said, that he did Jast night, 
inthe most distinct manner, protest against 
any such interpretation being put upon what 
he had said as that now attempted by the 
rt, hon. gent, He had never stated that. he 
would not propose any taxes while there re- 
mained any surplus revenue; but that as 
there were measures in contemplation that, 
he hoped, would very materially improve the 
revenue, and as he had been but.a very short 
time in office, and had not an opportunity 
of fully considering the state of the country, 
he wished to propose taxes that should press 
as lightly upon the people as possible. With 
Tespect to raising the supplies within the 
yeat, why did not the rt. hon. gent. opposite 
to him (Mr. Foster) do it when he was in 
office? That rt. hon. gent. had had ample 
opportunity of knowing the state of the 
country before he came into office, whereas 


to obtain the necessary information, not be- 
ing able to visit the country during the short 
time he had been in office. It was admitted that 


of the duty imposed in this country, but it 
was said that it would not be productive ; he 
certainly did look to it for produce ; but gen- 
tlemen ought not to press that as an argu- 
ment against him, when they admitted that 
he was bound to propose this duty, a similar 
one having been laid on in this couutry. He 
might,’ he was sure, if he had thought pro- 


than he had done; but he wisbed to be with- 
i bounds. But, surely, it would not be 
contended that if all the taxes together pro- 
duced the sum wanted, that each particular 
one. must produce the:sum at which it was 


Gtimated; andhe had not the smallest.doubt 
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that the taxes he had. proposed would pre- 
duce more than the sum he had estimated, 
them at. The taxes in Ireland were,all 
nual, and if any of them were not pro- 
ductive, parliament of course had the power: 
to repeal, alter, or amend them, or, to,sab- 
stitute other taxes in their room, It had been. 
said, that the price of Sugar: never. could 
reach the point where this duty would attach, 
but he had in his hand, the price current of 
Sugar, and it would be seen that the average. 
was above that at which the price, wouldat-, 
tach. He had heard nothing to induce him 
to alter his opinion respecting this. duty, and 
he should most certainly adheretoit.; 
Mr. Foster said, he had. been asked why- 
he had not, when he was in office, | attempt- 
ed to raise as much of the supplies as, possi- 
ble within the year: the answer was, he had 
done it, he had proposed taxes to the amount. _ 
of 1,450,0001. a year. He did not blame the 
Budget of thert. hon. baronet, because he bad: 
not been long enough in office to obtain full 
knowledge of the state of Ireland; but there 
was one observation which he wished to 
make: the loan for Ireland, made this year 
in England, was two millions; the anauak 
amount of the debt of Ireland, due in Eng-- 
land, was two millions; so that the whole 
of the loan would remain here to pay, the 
interest of the debt. . No country could ga 
on long at this rate; and the debt of Ire- 
land, it would be found, unless proper mea~ 
sures were taken, must be ultimately conse- 
lidated with that of this country, .as the 
debt of the former was increasing i a much 
greater proportion than that of the latter. 
The proportion ought to be as one toseven ¢ 
whereas, by the two loans of this year, it was 
four anda half to eighteen. Sucha cir- 
cumstance required the attention of this 
country, which must ultimately feel the 
weight of those impolitic measures... 
Sir J. Newport begged leave to state afew 
facts in answer to what had fallen. from: the 
right hon. gent. respecting his having raised 
so much of the supplies within the year. In 
the last year the joist charge of the two 
countries was 42 miilions, and im the pre~ 
sent year it was 43 millions: last year, 
when the rt, hon. gent. was chancellor of 
the exchequer, ‘there were, four mil- 
lions British borrowed; this year there were 
two millions British, and. two.) millions 
Irish, borrowed. After this short state- 
ment, he would ask, whether he had not 
done-as much towards raising the supplies 
within the year as the rt. hon. gent? Bub 


hoa. gent. had not:siated that, when 
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he cameinto office, there remained 800,0001. 


of thé Joan of the preceding year not drawn 
for, and that he had called for the power of 


Faising’500,0001. by Treasury Bills ; and the 


ft. hon. baronet said, that he hoped that he 


_ should not -have occasion to’ issue bills to 
Besides, as he had: 
stated last night, the Ways and Means 


above half that amount. 


which he had proposed exceeded the supply 
by 200,0001. ‘With respect to the revenue 


_ produced by the taxes laid on by the rt. hon. : 


gent., he wished to state a few facts: he 
would not, for the purpose of making a 
comparison, take a year that had been re- 
markably unproductive, but he would state 
the revenue of Ireland every year since the 
Union. In the year 1801, the revenue was 
2,345,0001. in 1802, 3,254,0001. in 1803, 
which was a remarkably unproductive year, 
and which the rt. hon. gent. had selected for 
the purpose of his comparison, it was only 
2,741,000]. which was 500,000!. less than 


- the’ preceding year; and in 1804, with all 


the rt. hon. gent’s additional taxes, it was 
3,220,0001. ; and last year, 3,322,000]. The 
year 1802, was a year of peace and internal 


-. tranquillity in Ireland, and in that year the 
Yevenue was within 70,0001. as high as it 


was last year, after the rt. hon. gent. had im- 

takes to the amount of 1,200,000l. a 
year. Another reason which operated on his 
mind was, that he had seen the failure of 


- the rt. hon. gent., who, in some instances, 


by very much increasing the tax, had ac- 
tually diminished the revenue. This was 
the case with the duties upon Wine and To- 
bacco. Under all these circumstances, the 
house would, he was sure, consider him as 
jestified for not having followed the advice 
of the rt. hon. gent. He was ready, how- 
ever, to do the rt. hon. gent. justice; he 
certainly had projected regulations which 
would have very much improved the re- 
venue; these regulations it was his intention 
to follow up, and he had no doubt that when 
the revenue of Ireland was collected ina 
fair and proper manner ; when the collec- 
tion was assimilated, as far as possible, to 
the collection of the revenue of this coun- 
try, it would be found infinitely more pro- 
ductive. Until these exertions were made, 
he did not feel himself justified in calling 
for new taxes, when not above two-thirds 
of those now imposed were collected. 

- Mr. Corry said, he trusted the house 


would indulge him with a few observations 


upon what had fallen from the rt. hon. gent. 
opposite to him: ‘The tendency of the ob- 


servations of the rt. hon. gent. (Mr, Foster): | 
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was to make the house believe that wheb’ he: 
came into office he had found the revenue a¢ 
2,700,0001. and that he had added taxes tg 
the amount of 1,200,000). a year to it, | jp 
was true, that in 1803, the year before the rt, 
hon. gent. came into office, the revenue of 
Ireland was only 2,750,000]. but that wag q’ 
year in- which, from obvious causes, the re. 
venue had failed very considerably. The 
year before that the revenue was three mil. 
lions and a quarter, and within 70,0001, ag: 
much as it was last year, with all the rt. hon, 
gent’s. new taxes. He trusted the house 
would forgive him for taking up their time, 
but the rt. hon. gent. was so: much in the 
habit of making these statements, certai 

not intentionally, that he felt himself called 
upon to state the real facts. With respect 
to the raising the supplies as far as possible’ 
within the year, it certainly was desirable if 
it could be done; but the rt. hon. gent. who 
had not done it himself, had no right to cal} 
upon the present chancellor of the exche- 
quer to do it. When he (Mr. Corry) was 
chancellor of the exchequer for Ireland, he 
had prepared a very strong measure for rais- 
ing a considerable part of the supply within 
the year, and, if he had remained in office, 
he shtould certainly have submitted it to par- 


liament ; and his opinion and his plan, upon’ 


that point, remairted upon record in: the of- 
fice. With respect to this duty upon Sugar, 
he begged to make one cbservation, and it 


appeared to him to be of considerable im- 


portance. Art. hon. gent. (Mr. Rose) had 
stated, that the chancellor of the exchequer 
for Ireland was bound to lay on this‘duty, 
because it had been imposed in Great Bri- 
tain. Jt was very true that when Ireland 
was admitted into a share of the colonial 
trade, she was bound, by what was called 
the Colony Compact, to lay on the same du- 
ties upon colonial articles as Great Britain; 
but he contended that the colony compact 
was merged inthe union, and that Ireland 
now shared with Great Britain in the sove- 
reignty of the West India Islands; and 
therefore the chancellor of the exchequer for 
Ireland had a-right to use his own discretion 
upon the subject. 

Mr. Rose admitted that the colony com- 
pact was done away by the union, but the 
spirit of it still existed, for it could not be 
contended that Ireland. should have a pre- 
ference over Great Britain in her own co- 
lonies. ; 

Lerd De Blaquiere complimented Mr. 
Foster for the exertions he had made when 


he was in office, and. said he would have 


| 

| 

| 

| 

q 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| | 

| | | 
| 
| | | 
| | 


done a great deal more. if he had not been 


Mr, Foster said, he was happy to find that 
the,rt..hon. baronet meant to adopt the. re- 
gulations he had proposed; as. he was sure. 
they would prove beneficial. 
Sir 


J. Newport protested against the pro- 

duce of the present year being taken as ,the 
criterion of what it would have been under 
the regulations of Mr. Foster, for though’ he | 
meant to adopt the greatest part of them, he 
also intended. to superadd many and. impor- 

‘Mr. Lee referred to some, documents in his 
hand, which would, he said, shew, that there 
was a considerable defalcation last year in’ 
the produce both of the excise and customs, 
though the stamps, produced more than they 
did before. , He contended, therefore, that 
instead. of an increase of 1,200,0001. which 
Mr. Foster took to.himself the meric, of 
having made in the revenue, compared with, 
some former years, it would not exceed 

Mr. Foster said, there prevailed in Ireland 
astrong disposition to resist the collection of 
the revenue ;_ he wished for the concurrence 
of all. the, gentlemen best acquainted with 
the subject, in devising measures proper to 
induce the people to submit to the necessary 

of rendering them productive. 

_Mr. Alexander said, that the chancellor of 
the exchequer for Ireland had very great dif- 
ficulties to contend against, and he thought 
thetwo rt. hon. gentlemen who lately held 
that office (Mr. Corry and Mr. Foster) en- 
fitled to great credit for their exertions: the 
former, he knew, had prepared a very strong 
and extensive plan for increasing the revenue 
of Ireland. The hon, member concluded 
with paying several compliments to, the rt. 
hon. bayonet who at present filled the office 
of chancellor of the exchequer of lreland.—- 
The resolution was then agreed to. The 
respecting . the Distillerjes being 


Mr. Foster said, he did not mean to ep- 
pose this resolution, but he merely meant to 
state his reason for continuing the bounty 
| upon the 500 gallop stills; it was becquse 
he conceived that there was a kind of com- 
pact upon the spbject between the govern- 
ment and the distiller... 

Sir J. Newport said, that when 200 gallon 
stills were allowed to be worked by law, it 
was right to give a bounty upon 500 gallon 
stills, to encourage, the use of: large ones ; 
but when 200. gallon stills were prohibited, 
ad that 500 gallon stills were the smallest 
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that could be legally used, he did not think 
they ought to. have a bounty,—The resolv 
tions were then agreed to, and 
to be brovght in, uponthem.; 
{Army, Estimares,}--The. Secretary,at 
War brought up an.account of the estimates 
for the seryice of the army, and for the ex; 


penses of. guards and. garrisons., These. he 


stated. to be merely, of a.formal nature, and 
similar to those which ‘had been last presént+ 
ed to the house. They were estimates form-~ 
ed for the period of a. month only,; and the 
reason why he proposed them for so short .a— 
time was, that the present Mutiny Bill would 
expire on the 24th inst. It therefore be- 
came necessary, inorder to give the house 
an. opportunity of. fully discussing the mili- 
tary plans that had been. brought forward, to 
introduce a Mutiny, bill founded on simi 
estimates to the preceding, to continue in 
force for another month. Should the: new 
military measures proposed. to the house be 
adopted, proper estimates, founded’ on these 
measures, would of .course be presented 
the close, of that period, He now wish 
that these estimates should merely be laid on 
the table; and to-morrow he would move 
for voting them ina committee of supply... 

_ Mr. Yorke said, that he could have no ob- 
jection to give ministers full time for ma- ~ 
ry their military plans. At the same 
time he must say, that this was the only in- 
stance, within his recollection, of such short 
estimates being from time to time presented, 
during the continuance of war. At the 
conclusion of a war, before the peace’ esta- 
blishment was fully settled, such a practice 
had been not unusual, but it was certainly 
extraordinary while the country was engaged 
in war... The rt. hon. secretary .had often 
charged the administration with which he 
was connected, with culpable delay.in-bring- 
ing forward their military plans, but it. now 
appeared that, after so long a period had ex- 
pired, his own measures were not even now 
in any state of forwardness. The house 
and the country would compare the conduc 
of the two administrations, and would decide 
to which of them the charge of dilatoriness 
was most applicable, With regard to the 
distinguishing part of the rt. hon. secretary's 

fan, the limjtation of ‘the soldier's service, 
Fe would cali upon him to consider, whether 
this might not be better done by the king's 
prerogative, than by parliament; and thus 
an experiment be made, which the legisla, 
ture might either sanction or reject. He 
merely, however, threw out this hint for the 
considefatiog of the rt. hon, gent, 
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te compare what thé delay in ‘the bne 


but, he could’ tot“ mention any 


fair for’ the tt? hon. 
the hhouse t6 draw such ‘A 


‘gent: ‘toca of 
‘bat! also be ptbpet for 


comparison; wat 


‘ease ‘had “produced; with' what’ it had 
ced in the other. "Phe reason why 
“Thates'for so, Short'a petibd were presented, 
‘was ‘merely for the’ plitpose “6f giving 'the 
‘house an opportunity of fully discussitig ‘the | 
ans that‘had beén subinitted to‘them: With 
Fegart'to the sggestion of thé rt. heh. vent. | 
it cdtild not be said to bear much relation to, 
‘the present question ; and it thight bé stiffi- | 
‘cient to observe, that Whatever ‘might’ be, 
‘enacted on the subject, of limited setvice; 'the | 
Tegislatute would every year have the power 
‘Of making whatever alterations might appear 
per. There would always be ‘sufficient 
portunities’ for discussing the aE and 
he diseession’ ‘might be founded on the ba- 
is OF 
"Mr. Pereeval suspected, that the’ farther 
the present army estimates for a 
‘Hionth Woald be found insufficient’ It was 
tnonth ‘since the rt. hon. secretary 
‘did dpen his plaii to ‘the house, while it did 
not. appear’ that ‘any difference ‘of opinion 
existed ‘ariiong mitisters on the stibject; at 
Jeast the ft. hon. secretary for thé foreign de- 
partment had declared his full concurrence 
With the plan of his colleague. It was'ét, 
therefore, unreasonable to suppose that, if 
winisters‘ had required a month to digest a 
lan, about which they were agreed, that 
Ouse, where it would meet with so many 
Opponents, would require a still longer petiod 
jor its discussion, 
Secretary at War apprehended, that 
4 month ‘would be fully sufficient, to’ enable 
the hotisé to come to a determination on-the 
new military plans.. Besides, wheti a new 
Mutiny bill was introduced at the close of 
that period, there would be full opportunity 
to discuss, the new clauses, founded on the 
Alterations that might be introduced into the 
Yuilitarysystem. 
Mr. Yorke asked, whether it was intended 
to introduce the three bills for which leave 
had been given, with the bill for the repeal 
of the Additional Force act, and which had 
hot since been heard of; the bill for sus- 
sending the militia ballot, the bill for Train- 
re en masse, and the bill for extending the 
allowance of Chelsea Hospital. 
Windham said these, bills were in 


doy Tot the of then, | 


| facts contained i that report 
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—Lord Henry Petty rose to give a genes 
Hoticé on’ a very impértant subject. 
ten must be aware that there had beth fo 
some days on ‘the tablé a most important te 
port of the commissioners of! military ip. 
quity. (See appendix, vol. vi. p. cliii.) Phe 
facts” t made it 
sary that rheasures should be taken, without 
day’s delay, ‘apply a remedy to thé 
abuses which ‘they’ But “as they 
were undet the consideration of his majesty’, 
Sey, and so far advanced as to ren 
that ‘it’ wotild be produced beéfore 
the clotd of the presetit session, one geriéral 
theasure for ‘bringing up the arrears’ 6f the 
public‘accountants,’ it ‘was conceived that the 
Sdbject'the report on: the ‘table applied to, 
would’ be most properly included in that ge. 
néral’ measure. The suggestions cotitained 
in that ‘report would be fully attended: to in 
thitig the general measure under conside. 
ration. He assuréd thehouse, ‘itt the meay 
time, that this delay of the legislative provis 
sion, would not prevent the adoption of im. 
meédiate steps to obtain the of 
the large balance that appeated to be duets 
the public ‘front a person who had Jately held 
ah office of high public trast’ (General De 
Lancey), late barrack master general, 
[Arrarrs of Inpia.] Mr. Paull rose to 
move for the production of several papers, 
in further neti of his charges against the 
marquis Wellesley.” ‘They consisted of an 
account Of the ‘new taxes levied, and the old 
imposts revived, ‘tirider the government ‘and 
during the administration of the marquis, if 
India, with a long series of others, respects 
ing the revenues, police, and municipal a 
rangemenits of the country. On the question 
being put upon the first, 
Mr. Bankes observed, that the house 
having now proceeded so far in this business 
as to have allowed a charge to be laid upon 
their table, for the crimination ‘of the noble 
marquis ; and to grant to the hon. gent. who 
brought it forward, a vast mass of papers to 
support those charges, the business now bes 
gan to assume a serious turn ; and it theres 
fore became necessary for the house to con- 
sider what steps were most fit to be farther 
pursued. The first thing to be considered 
was, whether. the chatges sustained upon 
such dochinents as were now before the 


-hoase, were stich as ought to be entertained? 


and if they were, then the next thing to be 
considered was, in what manner the house 
should procetd, as best calculited 
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dhe‘ends of public justice, with all conve- 
nient dispatch: for he trusted, that the hon. 
gent. who had brought this charge forward, 
was not to be indulged in. moving for papers 


ad infinitum, but would be obliged to come 


to. issue. upon the points of accusation as 
gpeedily,as possible. Any person who had 
Poked into the:papers upon the table must 
have observed, that great part of the charges 
bore. upon the political conduct of marquis 
Wellesley ; that they accused him of various 
egal and corrupt abuses of his authority ; 
of extorting money from several of the na- 


' stive princes of the country under his govern- 


ment, which he employed in expensive and 
yuinous wars, contrary to his duty, and to 
the interests of the company who employed 
him; and with profusely squandering or cor- 


Tuptly appropriating to his own use several 


_ enormous sums of money: charges, un-. 


doubtedly, of a very flagitious nature, -and 
which the house, in the ordinary confidence 
it was bound to give to one of its own mem- 
bers, could not refuse to entertain. without 
some very solid and substantial reasons.— 
The country, however, had, within the last 
20 years, experience, enough to shew, how 
injudicious it was to meddle with impeach- 
ments. Besides, by what kind of tribunal 
was the party accused to be tried? Before 
one, certainly, where the guilty man might 
escape through delay, or the most innocent 


_ man be ruined through expense; and, there- 


fore, if there were any other legal or compe- 
tent jurisdiction, before which this cause 
could be tried, the house ought not, for the 
sake of speedy and substantial justice, to pro- 
ceed by the ordinary mode of impeachment. 
He was happy to know that such a tribunal 
did exist, for under two clauses of two acts 
of parliament, namely, of the 24th of the 
King, cap. 25, and the 26th of the king, cap. 
57, for turther regulation of the first, provi- 
sion was made peculiarly for the case of try- 
dog charges delinquency in India, and a 
discretion was vested in the court of King’s 
Bench, to originate criminal proceedings 
against such delinquents, if it should appear 
just so to do: in consequence the house was 
empowered to nominate a certain number of 
its members, who, with a certain number of 
the lords, and three of the judges (one of 


whom should constantly preside) would form 


acourt for the trial-of all such aceusations. 
Renpeirig, then, that the charges now laid 
von. the table agaiust the noble marquis were 


-Precisely of the description which came le- 
Bally within. the proper cognizance and juris- 
-Miction of such a coust, he strongly recom- 
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mended it to the house, and to the hon. gent? 
to proceed in the manner he suggested, and 
make his application to the court of Kitiy’s © 
Bench. He expressed high respect and 
friendship for the noble marquis, who had 
his best wishes ; and he earnestly hoped, that 
the charges would ultimately prove unfound- 
ed: but the cause of public justice was a 
motive superior to all private considerations, 

Mr. Secretary Fur said, that he recollect: 
ed the clauses to’ which the hon. gent. al- 
luded, and disapproved of them at the time 
they. were under discussion. He agreed 
with the sentiment of the hon. gent. that ‘h: 
house ought not to assume judicial funct 028 
where it could be avoided ; because the judi- 
cial functions of that house was a powerful — 
weapon, which ought not to be used every 
day, and upon every slight subject. But the. 
judicial functions of the house was a privilege 
of too much value and importance to be 
abandoned or surrendered upon any occasion 
without due consideration and great caution ; 
for convinced he was that by the exercise of 
its functions the house of commons had done 
more towards placing this country upon the 
high constitutional ground it now stood 
than any other part of its deliberative prie 
ceedings. Hetherefore wished that it never 
should be supposed for a single moment, that 
the house had abandoned or surrendered that 
privilege to a minor court, upon which so 
much of the safety of the country might 
hereafter depend. 

The Marquis of Douglas, instead of con- 
sidering the subject untit to be brought be- 
fore that house, thought it their duty not to 
recede a single step in the proceeding which 
had been commenced. He was far from 
thinking that this was a case which ought to 
be abandoned to the inferior courts. But in 
consequence of what had fallen frem the rt. 
hon. sec. of state, in the true spirit of those 
principles which he had always professed, he 
should deem it unnecessary to trespass on the 
time of the house in endeavouring to shew 
that parliamentary impeachment was the 
only fit mode of proceeding in accusations of 
high crimes and misdemeanors. 

Sir Arthur Wellesley declared, that the 
more speedily the subject of the charges 
against his noble relation could be put-at is- 
sue, and the more expeditious the mode 
which the matter could be brought to its fi- 
nal decision, the more satisfactory would it 
be to that noble lord, and to all his frjends ; 
but at the same time, he thought it highly 
necessary that all the gon moved for by 


the hon. gent. should be laid on jue table, - 
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and cpnsidered. by the house, before they 
came to any decision whatever as to the 
mode of further proceeding. He admitted 
that the weiss against his noble relative 
might originally have proceeded before the 
court of King’s Bench, but having come be- 
fore the house, he submitted that it must be 
got quit of by a specific vote, establishing ei- 
ther his guilt or innocence. He therefore 
thought there could be no objection to the 
papers being produced. 

_. Mr. Francis denied the doctrine laid down 
by. Mr. Fox, that the house of commons was 
a court of justice, or acted in a judicial capa- 
city; to call it so was a misnomer: it was 
properly the grand inquest, whose province 
‘was to inquire respecting the validity of great 
criminal charges, and then to proceed as the 
accuser or prosecutor before a high court of 
justice. But he was of opinion, that such 
were the charges which the house had now 
‘entertained against the noble marquis, and 
so enormous was their nature, that, if true, 
they sunk the imputed criminality of another 
moble lord, now on his trial, comparatively, 
almost to nothing. If lord Melville’s case 
‘was one which required impeachment, mar- 
iguis Wellesley’s was one which required it 
‘much more strongly. Where one was ac- 
cused of taking thousands, the cther was ac- 
scused of wasting millions. The house was 
bound to go into an inquiry, and come to 
some decision upon the business, instead of 
abandoning it to the jurisdiction of another 
tribunal. He did not, for his own pnt pre- 
‘ume to anticipate any guilt on the part of 
‘the noble marquis. He wished to have him 
cheard at the bar, in answer to these charges, as 
shad been the case with sir Elijah Impey and 
Mr. Hastings; and if he could make a satis- 
factory. defence for his own vindication, he 
«should have his vote to quash all further pro- 
ceedings, 


+» Mr. For said, he only meant that the par- 
ticular charge of éxtortion might be a fit 


isubject for the: jurisdiction of the court ap- 
pointed by the 24th of his majesty, without 
»reference to the other charges. 
Mr. H. Addington stated, that the differ- 
-ence between this case and that of another 
“lord alluded to, consisted in this: the case 
-alluded to proceeded on a resolution of this 
shouse, finding that the noble lord in question 
shad violated an actof parliament, and that 
vhe liad applied the public money to his own 
vadvaittage.. Here no. peculation was even al- 
Jeged;-ner was any evidence given of the sup- 
posed breach of the law. AR; gatas 
- Dr. Laurence thought it was in the power 


Force Bill. (6d 


of any individual in the house to propose 
whatever course he pleased. He could see 
no object in the observations of the ¢t. hon, 
gent. who had just spoken, than to lower the 
tone of the house. The charges against’ the 
marquis Wellesley were of an infinitély 
stronger nature, than those against the noble 
lord who was then on his trial. He was in 
favour of proceeding by impeachment ;’ bu 
as that was not now the question, he wou 
vote for the production of the papers— 
The motion was then put and agreed to. » 
Mr. Paull then moved for a variety of 
other papers, for the purpose of shewing the 
interest paid on the loans by the Marquis 
Wellesley, the amounts of salaries, houses 
rents, &c, payable to persons holding offices 
under him, &c.; which, after some addi- 
tional remarks from Mr. Bankes, in which 
he expressed his determination, on a future 
occasion, to call the attention of the house 
to the state in which the matter then stood, 
were agreed to.—On the mot’on of the 
Marquis of Douglas, in addition to a former 
order, there was ordered to be laid before the 
house an account of all gratuities, pensions, 
or presents, paid or payable in India te ser 
vants of the East India company down to the 
latest period. 
{Repeat or THe AppitionaL Forces 
Bitt ] house resolved itself into a 
committee on this bill. As the chairman 
was reading the proposed alteration in the 
clause respecting the penalties now levied, ’ 
Mr. Yorke wished the rt. hon. gent. (Mr, 
Windham) would state, generally, what was 
the nature of the alterations he intended to 
propose in that respect ? 
Mr. Windham said, it was his ‘intention 
to propose, that those penalties which were 
due under the act should not be enforéed, 
and that those which had been paid shouldbe 
refunded. per 
Mr. Yorke wished also to know, why thé 


Army of Reserve act had been mentioned in 


the clause ? 

Mr. Windham replied, that it was because 
the Additional Force act repealed the Army 
of Reserve act, and it might, therefore, be 
doubted wietier the repeal of. that act 


would not be a revival | of the Army of 


Reserve. 

Mr. Bankes said, that although he was 
friendly to the princijjle’of the bill, he would 
rather abandon it altogether’ than /agree’to 
such a clause. As to the’ bill ‘itself, he wish- 
ed it to be repealed, because’ he’ was ‘sure it 
had completely failed and although'a’ sufll- 


cient time had been allowed fort ‘to pr 


Sw. 
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-#étain .the. penalties paid and remit the 


he could not entirely enter into the 
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: its effect, it was found not to be the perma- 


nent and perennial source for recruiting our 
armies that it was expected to be; but as to 
the clause, he thought nothing could be more 
unjust, than to place upon an equality those 
who had diligently and successfully exerted 
themselves to carry the law into execution, 
and those who from -supineness and negli- 
sence made no such exertions. As to the 
repaying the penalties, it was a principle he 
never before heard of. He well remember- 
ed the Shop Tax, which was highly con- 
demned by the rt. hon. gent. (Mr. Fox), as 
oppressive and unjust; but it never had en- 
tered into the head of that rt. hon, gent. or 
of the numerous petitioners for the repeal of; 
the tax, that whatever had Been raised under 
it, ought to have been restored. They were 
contented then with the repeal of the act of 
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which they complained. ‘There were only 
pwo petitions on the table of the house, for | 
the repeal of this act: the one was from | 
rkshire, and the other from the parish of | 
Mary-la-bonue, but the petitioners hadnever | 
thought of asking for repayment of the sums | 
they had paid under this act. If this were 
done, it would appear that they were foolish 
people who complied with the act, and the 
wise people were those who paid no atten- 
‘tion to it ; for those parishes who raised men 
had deprived themselves of so much of their 
population and their wealth to no purpose. 
At-would be an exceedingly bad precedent to 
make the breach of a law more profitable 
than the observance of it. In some cases, 
indeed, he knew it was impossible'to com- 
ply with this law, for the apportioiments 
-Wete so strange, that some parishes had only 
Ahtee-fourths of a man to find, and he knew 
two parishes that had but one man to find 
-between them, and the-apportionment was, 
that one was rated at nine twenty-fourths of 
this man, and the other at fifteen twenty- 
4ourths, In such cases the parishes had no 
»option but to find the money. 
»» Mr. Secretary, Windham admitted that the | 
clause was certainly not without some incon- 
-¥enience, but the question was now only, | 
wwhether any less inconvenient mode could | 
«be pointed out. There were three ways in. 
which the house might proceed ; either to) 


faainder, or to, suffer the bill to continue, or 
-do,remit the penalties due, and tg refund 
ethose. paid. ‘Lhe first was liable to weighty’ 
«phjections, though he did not think as highly 
others, . As fo, the feeling that; those 

shes might entertain, who had’ raised 
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feelings of those who required that, to con- 
sole them for their sufferings, others should 
« Solamen miseris socios habuisse doloris.”” 

If the question were about stopping an in- 
fectious disorder, a yellow fever, of a plague, 
and it should be said, that, as one half of the 
people had already died of it, it was but fair 
and just to let the other half die too} he could 
by no means admit the force of that “argus 
ment. There was no reason’ to suppose, 
that it was from any reluctance, or ill will, 
that the parishes did not find their quota, 
and if it was only because it was impossible 
to, get the men, it would be unfair that they 
should be fined on account of this impossi- 
bility. If those parishes, who raised some 
men, did it bya breach of the law, there 
was no reason that they should be rewarded 
for that breach of the law, and if the others 
did not raise them‘ because they would not 
break the law, it would be hard that 
should be punished for not breaking the law. 
Dr. Moore had told a story of a review at 
Berlin, where a soldier, whose hat was blown 
off, was severely punished, and although it 
was an unavoidable accident, yet it was ob- 
served that such accidents occurred seldomer 
after that time. It was, perhaps in the same 
kind of way that some gentlemen supposed 
that whatever might be the cause of the pa 
rishes not producing the men, ‘it would be 
the best way to punish them. The parishes 
however had shewn the greatest readiness to 
do all that was in their power to do, which 
‘was the paying the money. As to the men, 
it had generally been found impossible to 
procure them according to the act; and: the 
counties of Denbigh, Anglesea, and othér. 
places which had furnished their quota, had 
only been enabled to do so by sending to 
Manchester and other manufacturing towns 
to get the men in the usual way. It was cer- 
tainly odd, that’ the. hon. gentlemen, wha 
had so often said that they wanted men, and 
not money, now thought it right to inflict so 
excessive a burthen upon the parishes, as the 
‘fines. amounted to. But, having once got 
‘the cash, * non datur redditus ;’ the money 
was like the mouse, in a trap, and was never 
to be relinquished. There were not, it was 
‘trué, many petitions against the Additional 
Force bill; but general understanding 
had not preyailed that it would be repealed, 
the table would haye been loaded with them. 
Tt been pniversally felt, that the bill 
‘must be repealed; and his majesty’s minis- 
ters, convinced of the ‘impossibility of ‘its 


| being complied with, never could haye pur- 
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sued so unworthy a purpose as that of 
making people pay fines, amounting to near 
a million sterling, for not doing those things 
which they were utterly unable to do. 

Sir E. Hartopp said he thought it would 
be an injustice to his constituents, who had 
raised their ful] quota of men under the act, 
if they were to have no indemnification for 
their trouble, expence, and exertions, whilst 
other counties that had failed of carrying the 
act into execution, should be released from 

all penalties. The parishes that did exert 
themselves, and procured the men for the 
defence of the country, ought to be paid for 

_ their trouble, as an encouragement to zeal 
and loyalty for the future. 

Sir W. Milner observed, that some reflec- 
tions had been attempted to be cast upon the 
parish of Mary-la-bonne, for not having raised 
any men under the additional force act. The 
fact was, they were not able to raise a single 
man by the provisions of the. bill: they 
would not have recourse to the illegal means 
of crimping, though others had done so; 

and even though the same person (one of 
those called crimps) that had been employed 
by others, offered his services to them, they 
‘still adhered to what was lawful and ho- 
nourable. 
_ Mr. G, Vansittart supported the clause. 
-He thought that those counties that had 
exerted themselves to get the men in the 
_manner pointed out by the Jaw, but had fail- 
ed, were more meritorious than those thathad 
‘procured them contrary to law. ite 
_,Mr. Shaw Lefevre recommended that a 
¢lause should be inserted in the bill, order- 
ing the amount of the fines remitted or re- 
_funded to parishes, to be put to the fund for 
_ the relief of the poor in each parish or dis- 
_trict. He denied that there was any unwil- 
_lingness on the past of the people in any 
_ place. that he had any knowledge of, to exert 
_themselves in support of the pravi-ions of 
the bill. The fact was, so many different 
, militia were brought forward in quick succes- 
. Sion after each other, that it was totally im- 
possible to procure the men, 
Mr. Windham observed, that there was a 
_ clause in the bill, directing the application of 
. the money to those purposes. ; 
‘General Tarleton observed, that several 
” members had stigmatised the men raised by 
» the Parish bill. For his own part he could as- 
__ sert.that he.had inspected the rolls, and saw 
. several of the men, and he never saw finer 
mep.in his life. The inspecting officer 
would not have passed them if they were 
detective. He would also say that if the 
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fines were not remitted, the country would 
in two months have 5000 men. The remit 
ting of the fines would now encourage peo: 
ple to break acts of parliament. He obi 
served that it might be expedient in some 
instances to commit a breach of ‘regulation 
for the defence of the country, and in that 
case the breach would be more honoura 
than the observance. © 


14 


Dr. Laurence said that it was to him one 


of the most extraordinary assertions he had 
ever heard in a legislative assembly, that it 
would be right to break a positive law, With 
respect to the qualifications of the men for 
military service, there were letters on the 
table which shewed there was a secret under. 


}standing by which men, to be raised under 


the act then discussing, were allowed ta be 
taken two inches under the usual standard, 
and ten years older than they wonld be ad- 
mitted into other military bodies. Be. 
Mr. Ellison. said, he had opposed the At 
ditional Force bill in all its stages, because 
he thought it a measure of false pretences, 
and injustice to many parts of the country in 


which it was impossible to carry it into ef. 


fect. Yet he thought this clause objection. 
able, as leaving the whole burthen on those 


countries that had obeyed the Jaw, and fe. | 


leasitig from all penalties those that had ne- 
glected so to do. - bie 


Mr. Fuller said that the act which was. 


now to be repealed, was a mere act of expe- 
riment, and the experiment had completely 


failed. In his part of the country it was ab: 


solutely impossible to raise the men, aiid 
therefore he thought it would be very unjust 
that the parishes should be subject to the pe- 
nalties. 
Lord Castlereagh said, as the house seem- 
ed now to have adopted the proposition for 
the repeal of the act, it was in vain for him 
to renew his objections to that course of pro- 
ceeding. The question ndw was as to the 
wisdom of returning the fines, and he was 
firmly of opinion, under all the circumstances 
of their becoming due, that by so doing, the 
legislature would surrender its authority and 
its respectability. He doubted whether the 
committee was proceeding formally in the 
discussion of such a question, as the money 
must be considered to have been paid into 
the exchequer, and to be now at the dispo- 
sal of the executive government, for 
purposes of the country at large, He ap- 
prehended no injury would result, if parliae 
ment would appoint some time by Ww 
the defaulting parishes should be required'to 
furnish the mep, or be subjected to the il 
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fiction of the fine, If they were really to 
pave the’ ‘money returned, compensation 
qught certainly to be made to those which 
pad furnished men at\so great an expence, 
at well.under this act as under the Army of 
Reserve. The Militia laws,) andall military 


measures were liable to the same objections, 
with respect to‘penalties, as the Additional 


~ Force bill; but the existing Militia laws parti- 


cularly, as under them a parish might become 
subject to a fine of 400]. per man, if it neg- 
lectd, for an extended period, to furnish 
men, The noble lord concluded, by ex- 
pressing ‘his hope, that parliament would 
maintain its dignity, and enforce the fines, 
if, after a reasonable notice the parishes did 
not comply with the provisions og the act.— 
The gallery was then cleared, but the bill 
passed through the committee; without a 
division, and the report was ordered to be 
received to-morrow, 
- HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, May 9. 
_ [Mixers] On the return of their lord- 
ships. from the, High Court of Parliament, 
an.order was made that they should proceed 
again on the trial of lord Melville to-morrow. 
—Lord Walsingham made a report from the 
Committee of Privileges, on the Roos Peer- 
e. The report stated, that the Duke of 
Toland had no title tothe barony claimed 
y the co-heirs of Robert de Roos ; and that 
he said barony was in abeyance between 
theearl of Essex, the lady cf Jord Henry 
Fitzgerald, and sir H. Hunloke, bart.—The 
house resolved itself into a committee on the 
Slave Trade bill ; and the same was reported, 
and ordered to be read a third time on Tues- 
fay, 
HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
_ Friday, May g. 
“{Mixures):A message from the lords 
anounced their lordships’ intention of pro- 
teeding further with the trial of lord Melviile 
atten o'clock to-morrow in Westminster 
Hall.—Sir C. Price presented a petition from 
the army accoutrement makers of London, 
‘against the bill pending in parliament for the 
eae of the sale of hides and skins.— 


‘Mr. Hobhouse brought up the report of the 
‘committee-on the Tortola Free Port  bill.— 
estimates presented yesterday by the 
Secretary at War having been ordered to be 
Weferred to the committee of Supply, the 
‘house resolved itself into the said committee, 


i which, on the motion of the. secretary 
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at War, the Army, Estimates were. voted. 
for a month, from the. 24th instant, in the 

same proportion as those for the last three 

months. The house’ having been resumed, 

the report was. ordered to be received to- 
morrow. 

[Repeat or THE ADDITIONAL FORCE. 
| BILL.) Mr. Hobhouse brought up the Re- 
port of the cornmittee on this bill ; which 
being read, 

Mr. Tyrwhit Jones said, that during the 
progress of this bill, he had: not hitherto 
troubled the house with a single observation. 
nor should he say more than.a few words at 
present.. He had voted against this bill on 
its first introduction, because he thought it 
was a bad measure; but. bad as it was, he 
liked it better than the outline which was 
given of that now in contemplation ; and he 
wished to give notice, that should the new 
bill be no better than what was to be expected 
from the,opening, he should think it his 
duty to oppose it from day to day. 

Mr. Ellison observed, that the fines which 
had been levied were the property of the 
public, and ought not to be returned. Be- 
sides, they would never return to the pock- ' 
ets of the individuals from whom they were 
taken, 

Mr, Bankes thought the bill, with this 
clause attached to it, even more dangerous 
than he had formerly considered it. He 
hoped there wouid be no objection to. print 
it. There would bea difficulty in the re- 
paying, of which the rt. hon. gent. did not 
seem to be aware. 

Mr. Windham did not think there. was 
any occasion to print it, as the house was 
perfectly in possession of the objectionable 
clause. However if it was thought a mate- 
rial object, he would not object.—The bill 
was then ordered to be printed as amended, 
and to be. read a third time on Tuesday. 

{Iron Duty Bitt.] The order of the day 
having been read for the house to resolve 
itself into a committee on the Iron Duty 
bill, lord H.. Petty moved that the Speaker 
do now leave the chair. : 

Mr. Curwen rose with great reluctance.to 
oppose this measure, bnt he trusted the 
house would do him the justice to believe, 
that no light grounds would induce him to 
|.throw any impediment in the way of go- 
vernment, at a moment like the present. 
Without entering into any details, “he 
thought that the very first and most general 
view of the subject, ought to be sufficient 
‘to warrant him in calling on ministers to 
abandon this tax, and adopt some one. less 
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snrions to the interests of the Empire. 
It had hitherto.” been our “tinitérm polity, 
not to tax articles that were the. sfajle'Goi- 

dities of the,country, suchas iron, ‘coals 
or wood. Of all these staple commodities 
he considered iron to be the most important ; 
apy tax on that article would be injurious’ to 
the general interest, but the opération of 
the tax proposed by the noble lord peculiarly 
so. Thé noble lord proposed to Jay’ din equal 
duty on iron. of all ‘qualities. Now, there 


of of at least 50. per cent. in 


WE 


the year exceeded a million’ of chaldfotis: 
Thus from this small advance 50,0001. burden 
would arise. The utmost at which the friends 
ofthe tax computed its annual amount’ was 
ponents of it thought not 
auch. Theadditional charge, therefore, 
merely on coals brought to London; ‘¢ame to 
asixthof the whole produce of’ the ! 
Another baneful effect of the tax ‘Would be, 


_ that by its operation on the machinefy of our’ 


horses would be ‘stibstituted'in 

sany cases, and this at a time ‘when we 
were paying millions annually to the conti- 
nent for foreign grain. “Was the'noble lord 
aware of the increase in the price of wood 
that:this tax must necessarily occasion? © At 
‘the present moment iron was applied to pur- 
poses for which large timber would then be 
used. Would it be wise to increase the de- 
_mand for timber of this description at a pe- 
itiod when’ it was already so alarmingly 
“scarce ? With regard to iron of the higher 
and finer kind ; in many manufactures it had 
"to pass through three or four different hartds, 
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In each of these stages an augmentation of. 
prite'would:take place.’ Bat: this'was a party 
of'the subject which he would leave to those; 
who were’ more “conversant with it than. 
himself, He would ‘confine himself to the 
notice of those large works, many of which... 
if this bill were to pass, ‘woild-bé!compelled 
to be closed. ‘There'was ‘at that momenta. 
canal constructing; thetrough of which: was. 
forming of iron. possible that thig: 
could be carried on under the oppressive, 
effect that the tax must produce ? Amidst al}. 
the ‘increases that had taken place on, 'the: 
various articles of British traffic’ andi manus, 
facture, no increase had been tnade on the 
price of'iron.* This was attributable to the: 
skill and-activity’of our manufacturers ; but’ 
if this’ bill passed, the greater part of» them; 
would be’ rainedy’ and: the business -being 
then monopolized by a few; the most 
rious: consequences must ‘ensue. He was 
justified in asserting, thatonly men of 4 


extraordinary capftatyand-who had the pow- 


er of enlarging othat capital at . pleasure, 
could then commence. iron works; for, 
supposing.the distance froma work tg the 
mineé to be but 30 miles, an increase of capital 
to the amount, of 21,0001.’ would’ then ‘bed 
come necéssary erely for the additional 


Id | expence. ‘of the ifon ‘failway. He had last 


session opposed the tax on agricultural horses, 
as directly affecting the interests of the 
husbandman ; hut when ‘he compared that 
tax with the one in contemplation, he’ cou 
not but prefer the direct tax to one whi 
would operate more heavily, though in'4 
circuitous manner. It. was’ supposed, ‘that 
the proposed measure would be ‘equivalent 
toa duty of 12s. on each’ husbandty horse; 
and when the quantity of iron used about’ a 
farm ‘was considered,” this’ was, ‘perhaps, 
not an exaggerated supposition. He would 
take it, however, at 5s. a horse, The num- 
ber of husbandry horses in use was a million, 
and thus would the‘farming interest incur a 
burden at least, aud on the most’ moderate 
calculation, of There were 
200,000 pleasure horses, the additional ex- 
pence on éach ef which’ would’ be 10s. 
‘making 100,000]. which added to the other 
rendered the burden thrown on the article of 
horses only, by the operation of this tax, 
equal to the gross sum which the noble | 
had estimated that it would produce!’ This 
appeared to him to be a conclusive argument 
on the subject, It would be-criminal in the 
house to impose a burden sheavy,” and 
from which such little:benefit to the country 
‘could be derived. ‘He knew with what 


is 


eee 


ciled with the principles of justice ? The uses | 
of iron were so multiplied, that it was pro-, 
bable they did into the rioble'lord’s | 
contemplation. e would first consider 

iran of the lowest quality. "In thé article*of 
iron railways from mines, the’ opetatioi of 
the tax would increase the expence of ‘such 
rail ways Foil. a mile,’ an expence’ which 

would almost amount to a prohibition of 
Ithad been found desirable to ‘abo- 

jish wooden railways for the purpose of sub- | 

stituting iron ones, an object which this ‘ia 

tax muist in a great measure defeat. Yet it 

would even then be felt ‘most severely in the | 

. construction of these wooden railways. The 
 Kamifications of injury that the tgx wou 
Cause were innumerable. Was the noble 
ford aware how it would affect the coal 
trade? On a moderate celculation, it would 
“Taise the price of coals one shilling per ton. 
The quantity imported into Loridon ‘within 
| 
| | 

| | 

} 
| 


preceded the noble lord in his situation, 


was calculated :to produce, and had relin- 


02] 
Pers 


fuctarice some minds acknowledged their 
‘error, ‘but he trusted that the minds. of the 
_poble lord, and of the rt. hon. gent. near 
him, were too great to. persist in a measure, 
‘the tendencyof which was so highlyinjurious, 
vi Mr. Stuart, Wortley wished to call the 
attention of the. house to the tax, as it 
affected the manufactures, the agriculture 
of the country, and ,the comforts of the 

He contended, that it would raise 
«the price of many of those manufactures, in 
«which iron was principally employed, 123 
oper cent. and in some cases much higher. 
‘This was a most!serious consideration to the 
‘country, when the manufactures of Flanders, 
‘of Prussia, and of Stiria, were able to come 
in. competition with us in, the foreign mar- 
kets, and even to. undersell us in the coarser 
articles. It was. proposed, however, to give 
‘a-certain drawback on articles exported ; 
but he thought that nothing short of. a draw- 
-back equal to the increased price which they 
would bear in this country, would be sufli- 
‘cient, and this would greatly diminish the 
‘produce of the tax. The seats of the great 
manufacture of Iron ware, with one of 
which he was particularly connected, had 
‘been seriously affected by the wars cn the 
Leontinent, and this tax would have on them 
sthe'most injurious effects. , Its influence on 
agriculture. would also be; pernicious, It 
(would tend to give the grazing farmer, .who 
less use of horses and implements of 
viron manufacture, great advantages over the 
warable and thus would throw an undue pro- 
portion of the country into pasture. It 
‘would press heavily also on the poor; iron 
“was a necessary part of most of. ‘the tools 
ewhich they employed, and thus the very 
implements which they used might be placed 
almost beyond their reach. The great and 
“comprehensive mind of the right hon. gent., 


had perceived the injury which such a tax. 


‘guished his intention of imposing it. He 
‘trusted that his example would be followed. 
‘inthe present.instance, He concluded with 
“Opposing the Speaker’s leaving the chair, 
‘and declaring, that he would take the sense 

ofthe house onthe question, 
Mordaunt said, that however, sorry 
‘hemight be to oppose measures of finance. 
“atthis arduous period, he could not but object 
*tova measure, the effect of which ,must 
(inevitably: be to. throw. a gloom.on the spirit | 
our manufactures, to cut up those yery, 
“fesources: to which the country would have. 
“tevlooky..for sits. protection and. defence,, and 
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our industrious poor. It would have t 
most injurious effects on a very large pro- 
portion of the inhabitants of Birmingham 
which he had the honour to represent, “Bir- 
mingham had been formerly called the toy- 
shop of Europe ; but since the convulsions 
that had taken place on the continént, the 
demand for those articles of curious and 
elegant manufacture had entirely ceased ; and 
goldsmiths and silversmiths were now con- 
verted into blacksmiths. Even in their ar- 
ticles, Germany and America had now begtin 
to enter into competition with us. The 
manufacturers of these countries had re- 
ceived every encouragement from their dif- 
ferent governments, and surely our own 
manufacturers were equally entitled to the 
fostering care of our own legislature. The 
difficulties attending the proper allowance of 
drawbacks he considered as very great. The 
orders for the foreign market were ‘all made 
_up in large casks; and as itwould be necessary 
| to submit them to the inspection of the ex- 
ciseman, he considered that the whole 
would be, vexatious in the extreme. He 
was. perticularly anxious that the rising 
manufacture of unwrought iron should re- 
main. untouched. It would prove a source 
.of incalculable riches to the country ; but 
should it be. strangled in its infancy by the 
hands of the exciseman, thé country wotld 
haye reason to curse the hour when such a 
tax had been imposed» It was by our trade 
and manufactures, that-we were énabled to 
hold such a distinguished rank among the 
nations of the world; and‘ whilé these were 
not discouraged by our own government, 
we had no reason to fear that ‘thé efforts of 
Buonaparté would ever be able to drive them 
from the markets of Europe. They would 
continue. to find their way into évery’ part of 
the, habitable globe. He therefore hoped 
‘that the noble lord would relinquish a fax 
that would prove so injurious ; and he could 
assure that high as his character stood, 
it, would stand still higher in ‘the public 
estimation, should he candidly listen to those 
strong, representations that had been made, 
and retract a measure so impolitic and ob- 
noxious. 

_, Mr. H, Lascelles said, he hoped the ‘noble 
Jord would proceed with caution in this bu- 
siness.. He was.afraid the operation of this 
tax would be attended with very serious and 
mischievous conseqtiences to this countiy. 
had seen statements, which said’ that 
foreign markets were selling the same afti- 
cles. at, lower rates. than, our own, sach, 
particularly, as the grosser iron Wares that 


todrive from bread very numerous classes of 


were made in Sheflield.” If this was the 
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a tax upon the raw material 
_here would raise the price of the several ar- 
ticles of manufacture so much, that the 
-German markets ‘would be able to undersell 
us, He wished some other mode might be 
resorted to, of raising money, rather than 
‘this, as the sum received would by no 
“means counterbalance the inconveniencies 
- that. would arise from it, and the risk we 
"were likely to run of thelossof ourmanufac- 
_ tures, from the extravagance of the price 
that must necessarily be laid on them, if 
_ this tax were to pass. 
_ Mtr. Wilberforce expressed his entire con- 
_ eurrence with what had fallen from his hon. 
_ colleague, and complimented the hon. mem- 
_ ber who preceded him (Mr. Mordaunt), on 
account of the elegant and impressive man- 
- ner in which he had delivered his sentiments 
_ on the subject. He acknowledged, that the 
situation of the minister of finance had of 
late, every year. grown more and more diffi- 
cult; since almost every object of taxation 
~ had already been reserted to. It had there- 
fore become diilicult to select a tax that was 
nat liable to some objections ; but on a fair 
- estimate of all the arguments presented to 
his mind, and perhaps also from certain pre- 
judices which he might entertain, the present 
_ tax appeared peculiarly objectionable. It 
had been well observed, that the possession 
of iron was one of the great grounds of dis- 
tinction between civilized and barbarous 
_ society ; and in the same proportion that 
this country had improved in manufactures 
and civilization, the manufacture of iron had: 
been extended and improved, and found its 
- ‘way, by numerous meandering streams, 
into every department of civil life. The 
nunsber of those employed in producing the 
raw material, and of those who afterwards 
wrought it up into every article of utility or 
elegance, was very great ; these were mostly 
men of athletic make, and great bodily vi- 
gour, which was a consideration of no small 
conséquence, ‘viewing the general utility 
of a manufacture, since it had been too justly 
said that too many of our manufactures 
tended todeteriorate the physical constitution, 
and produce a feeble and degenerate race of 


_ rights. In this view alone he thought the 
_ manufacture of iron in all its branches highly 
deserving of encouragement, and deprecated 
"any obstruction being given to its progress. 
.. He computed the number of those engaged 
' in the various branches of the manufacture 
at between 4 and 500,000; and when it 
_ was considered how much every one of theny 
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| those resources which ought to be husbanded 


lof the articles, but, above all, from 


the produce of his industry, it became 
matter of serious consideration, whether the 
sum proposed to be raised: by this tax,woulg 
not be more than countervailed by those de. 
falcations in‘other parts of the public. 
nue, which would arise from the diseoy. 
ragement given to the irom manufacture by 
the presenttax. This taxshad been proposed 
to the house ten years ago, and) had:thep, 
upon full consideration, been, withdraws, 
It was then proposed to lay on a duty of 

20s per ton; but the Jate chancellor of the 
exchequer saw reasons at that time to decline 
the prosecution of the measure; and. he 
must now repeat what he had said before in 
that house (see vol. 6. p. 1002), that it was 
one of the characteristics of that great: man, 
candidly to give up any measure, which op 
investigation he found inexpedient, withogt 
dreading the charge of inconsistency. or inde. 
cision. The manufacture of iron hadthi 
peculiar recommendation belonging to it, 
that it had arisen and flourished most ip 
those parts of the country, which natu 
seemed to have damned to perpetual sterility, 
He had never felt a more sensible pleasure 
in his life, than when, after the lapse ofa 
few years, he had returned to a spot once j 
rugged and barren, but then covered by 
the fruits of human industry, and gladdened 
by the fage of man, in consequence of the 
introduction of this manufacture. It wasa 
received principle of taxation, that noduty 
should press upon any article in its rude and 
early state, since. it caused an uniform rig 
of price on every article into which itwa 
afterwards wrought up. In this instanceybe 
calculated, that though the sum that would 
enter the treasury could not be more tha 
200,000]. yet a tax of nearly a million would 
be raised from the community at large- 
This he considered as a prodigal wastegf 


for future demands, and which he wassare 
the public spirit of the country would chee- 
fully contribute, whenever they were called 
for by the necessity of the times. It wasa 
sound principle of taxation, that everpiat 
should be as little vexatious as possible init 
collection; for the tax on the feelings of the 
subject might be more galling than thaten 
his pocket. The application of the exes 
to any branch of commercial enterprize Ws 
to be regretted: but, in this instance, 
would prove more than usually vexatios 
from the number of those. engaged nile 
manufacture, from the multifarious vane] 


artisans being hitherto completely. 


_ contributed to the revenues of ‘the state, by 
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jin the short ‘space of nine years, “the 
yufactute of iron had beeh hiore than 


@ubled. ‘The annual produce had then’ 


100;000 tons, but it had ‘now risen’ to 
990,000. It was therefore out duty to foster 
progress; afd not 'to check it.’ This tax 
would give’ forcign countries an-advantage 
arid prévent “us from increasing its 
‘The’ tax’ would case‘ an in- 
crease of price to the amount of 10, 15, and 
20 cent. He objected to the pro- 
ped dtawback, as'greatly too small. Go- 
fement ‘had’ estimated that ‘this would 
to 1150/0001. but'the manGfacturers 
levilated that 266,000]. would be requisite. 
On the’whole, ‘he mist say, that the ‘county 
@bich He had the honour to represent looked 
forward with’ alarm‘to ‘the @ecision of that 
house. Facts had cothé to ‘his kndéwledge 
Within’ a’féw days’ which proved, that, éven 
@ptésent,' sonie Of the German manufactu- 
Were ‘furnish their artielés 
pér than they cotild ‘be produced in this 
“and the’tak would still more 
us from the foréigh market. 
then’ ‘took a'view of the 
quantity OF used im ‘catials, ‘bridges, 
abriculture, ital which 
fhe tix would stVerely operate. If the requi- 
fite bin! could belraised ini andthe? way, why 
impose it ott of ubiversal ap- 
The’hon. gerit, then concltidéd 
ible speech, by declaring that he should 
think ‘hiriself bound to oppose the tax’ in 


‘gt HID : 
his stitprise that 
thé Warided interest should so readily have 
the? tax’ on husb4idry horses 
that Wad been rejected last Year, which woald 
‘bear “ektlisively on a /patticilar 
dass Was aware of the pres- 
fire of thie tax” then’ ‘under considefation 
agriculture; ‘when considered 

citcimstarices' of the cbtiitry, such ‘a tax 
fiding'to the whole of the‘cotintry ought 
“Mr. Wilberforce in‘explanation’ observed, 
that he’ did nét think the ‘farmers would 
thing by the piésent tax, in pre- 
renté to the other, ‘excépt the’ satisfaction 
Of thinking’ that others were’ subject to it as 
4s’ themselves: He suggested ‘that a 
footmén might perhaps be’ productive, 


little injurious to the country’ aé ‘any 


_Sit WW. Young contended that it was a 

le of taxatidn to“lay the tax on arti- 
were ‘midst give, and conse- 

quently would be most prodyetive. He did 
Vou, VII. 


{82 
tot think a tak upon servants as suggested 
bythe hon. member; would’be either eligi- 
bie or productive. It seemed to be argued, 
that::because the persons employed’ in the 
iron trade: contributed to the encrease of 
other subjects of taxation that, therefore; 
their individual trade should be exempted. 
If so; servants had an equal right of exemp- 
tion, as had every person inthe community; 
It was thought that necessaries ought not to 
be taxed, and that every thing should fallon 
luxuries. He remembered to have:heard it 


veriarked, that where'there ‘were ten sons, 


the best. way of providing’ for the nine was 
to allow the estate. to remain with the eldest; 
and the youtgest brothers to depend on ‘him! 
Inthe same way did he of 
taxing luxuries. All the papers before the 
house shewed that. the opposition to the bill 
came from the manufierurers; not -the cons 
sumers,.. As to: foteigh cortsumption, it 
consisted with his:own knowledge’ that the 
tax-could have little‘effect ; it was not the 
quantity, but’ the quality of our manufac- 
tutes which’ was looked ‘If we talked ot 
exetnpting necessaries from taxation, 
must giveup every resource and tax nothing: 
The use of iron for the purpose of agricul: 
ture had beén mentioned as an objection to 
the'tax; but the consumption of that article; 
inthis respect, was trifling, when compared 
with: its consumption in our West India 
plantations, where it was uséd- instead of 
copper for boilers other eulimaty’ 
poses’ He contended that the present tax 
would 'not-afféect our articles. of hardware in 
the foreign market, as the demand for those 
atticlés-did not depend on their price, but 
arose ‘from ‘their superio: quality. In this © 
respecttlo foreign. marifacture ‘was likely 
soon té'rival ts. 
Lord’ 4, Hamilton said, after the objec 
tions to the bill had been so ably stated by the 
hon; gent. opposite (Mr. Wilberforce), it 
was him to say muchi 
Heobjectéd to the bill not as injurious for the 
pfeseiit monient merely, but as it went to 
affect : the future revenues of the country: - 
There ‘was'hardly asingle article either of- 
manufacture: of ‘ agriculture which would 
not be ‘affected by it. It-was saidtobean | 
argument in favour of the bill, that'it would - 
operate gerierally....He agreed that it would 
operate as a general ‘burden, but he denied 
that it would be generally productive. His 
lordship’ denied that the manufacture was 
ripe for taxation. If in so objectionable a 
measure any thing:could be more objection- 
able than another, it was the subject of 
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If the bill should, unfortunately, 
find its way into a: committee, he should 
then: state his ideas on this point. If his’ 
noble friend persisted in it, though.he should 
be sorry to oppose a tax proposed by one:iit 
whom he had so great a confidence, he 
must, in the instance, ‘it in 
every stage. 

Mr. Calerajt could: not agree his 
noble friend, that the iron trade was not yet | 
ripe enough to produce a revenue. He | 


thought if the iron trade had doubled, as it | 


was admitted had been the case within the 
last ten years, it was impossible to, deny that 
it was a fit object of taxation. Considering 
the state of the country, and the necessity 
there was for making every article contribute 
to the present exigencies ; considering that 
every necessary of life was taxed; consider- 
ing the high duty on malt, and even on salt; 
and , considering the great and extraordinary 
length, to which the income tax had been 
carried: this -year, it was. rather matter of 
surprise that the present tax had not sooner 
been thought of, it,could:'be made out 
that, by proper drawbacks being allowed, 
no loss would arise \to our foreign market, 
and, at the same time, thata great increase 
would thereby arise to the revenue, of pro- 
bably 3 or 400,000l, it would require some 
reasoning stronger than-he had yet heard to 
prove that, the tax ought not to be adopted. 
The hon. gentleman opposite (Mr. Wilber- 
force) had, as he always did,- made a-very 
eloquent speech, but all he had said would 
have been perfectly applicable to the first 
introduction of the excise laws: into this 
country. The gentlemen now sought to be 
put under the regulations of excise would 
not have. the same necessity for frequent 
visits from the officers as others had. To 
shew that the obsertation of the hon, bart. 
(sit W. Young), that the excellence of the 
manufacture was what recommended it to 
foreign markets, he instanced the. great 
fluctuation which had, taken place in the | a 
prices, -being to. the. extent of upwards of 
20.per cent... which nevertheless had had no 
effect on the amount of ,the exports ; and, 
by taking .a comparative view of. the draw- 
backs, acknowledged by. the dealers them- 
selves to be sufficient, and those proposed 
‘to be granted by the present bill, shewed 
‘that the drawbacks. which it was in the 
contemplation of. the framers of the bill to 
allow, were full sufficient. 
_. Mr. Francis telt-much reluctance to‘object 
to avy measure originating. with gentlemen, 
to. mm om. partiality and tes attached him. 
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He rose a the ue 
‘swer to. which, would remove'the diffi 
‘be felt..on the present subject. . He wished 
to. be informed, to; what, extent the tax 
‘would operate on consumption of iron in the 
public service? He. thought that great part 
of the tax roust revert/on government, ~which 
was itself so, great a; consumer of ,the antiglg 
‘in question, ‘loaded. as; it, mecessarily maust 
with. the, additional , of college 
tion. 
Mr. Vansittart observed, minutely, 
}all the arguments which had been made use 
of in the course of the debate. had bees 
stated, he,said, that the house had always 
‘abstained from imposing taxes on. the raw 
material, and particularly iron, It, was but 
lately. that iron came, to. be «manufactured to 
any: great extent in this-.country, but. the 
taxes-on foreign iron were multiplied sessign 
after session; and, in fact, there were, many 
other taxes which acted .a,, direct 
iron, and which never were, opposed ;, he 
meant the taxes on 1 wood and, coals. He 


a+ 
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that the li 


ton ; in 1803, bg ; and immediately after 
that to fall to 14].,;, and. yet this fluctuation 
had no effect on the trade, ‘The statements 
that had been referred to, were much exag. 
gerated, and the drawbacks in the bill were 
sufficient to cover the trade fromthe effect 
of the tax. In some instances the drawback 
proposed: to be allowed exceeded that des 
manded by the manufacturers; in others 
they were less ; but every liberality would 
be extended to ‘the wishes of. gentlemen on 
the subject, and the drawbacks might be 
modified or extended so as to be satis! actory 
to those concerned, As to the excise, be 

pealed to his hon. and learned friend, 
(Mr. Perceval), whether any harsh provig 
sions on that head existed in the bill, In- 
deed, such provisions were unnecessaryj 
because a bar of pig iron was an article that 
could not. easily be smuggled. tax 
would, bear so small a proportion to: the 
immense capital employed in such concerms 
that they could not be materially affected 
thereby... He could see nothing, in the 
state of the countries on the continent, t@ 
give rise to the apprehensions entertained 
with respect to the foreign trade. Ast 
America, it was a in the infancy af 
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ig population, and no wise government 
would encourage in such a country the em- 
pyment of its subjects in manufactures to 
y extent,that would enable them to rival 
fiscountry. The pete of that coun- 
iy would be wisely directed to the more 
ploductive employment of cultivating their 
@untry. With respect to the question put 
byan hon. gent. (Mr. Francis), he had only 
say, that the quantity of iron stated to be 
gonsumed by “government was considerably 
wer-rated ; ‘90,000 tons in the course of the 
, had been mentioned; but on reference 
tothe papers on the table, it would be found 
that the average was not more than from 15 
*20,000. His hon. friend (Mr. Wilber- 
force) had stated, that a ‘tax on servants 
would be more adviseable ; but he was con- 
yinced, that if attempted, it would be 
thecause of the greatest complaints through- 
git the country. ‘For these reasons, he hoped 
the hon. gent. would withdraw their opposi- 
tion, and suffer the bill to go into a commit- 


tee. 

Sir Ralph Miillanke professed that it was | 
With reluctance he opposed any measure of 
is majesty’s present ministers, as he felt the 
geatest confidence in their integrity and. ta- 
lents. He was averse, however, to this bill 
inthe first instance, though he would not op- 
pose the Speaker's leaving the chair, as such 
modifications might be adopted in the com- 
mittee as:would render the measure less ob- 
jectionable The county he represented, 
though iron was no part of its manufacture, 
yetconsumed ‘a great deal of that article. 
The county he represented, though it did 
fot manufacture any iron, yet consumed a 
geat deal, and would be materially affected 
by the tax. 
‘Sir J. Wrottesley went over the whole of 
the arguments which bad been used in the 
curse evening. He was glad the debate had 
been postponed so long, as his hon. friends 
ladby that means an opportunity of mak- 
ing up their minds, and offering such argu- 
ments as could not fail to convince the house, 
The fluctuation in the price of iron, he ac- 
Knowledged was great, but that could not 
lave had any effect at the foreign market, as 
When Iron was dear we exported very little, 
@ account of our hostility with the Nor- 
thern Powers. At this time the demand 
Was So great at home, that, to use a trades- 
Man's expression, the pigs were not allowed 
to be cold’ before: they were taken away. 
This’ demand of tourse raised the price of 
the commodity ; but, some time after, it was 
lowered considerably, on the suggestion of 
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the manufacturers, who declared, that they 
would be unable to proceed with their busi- 
ness, unless they had the raw material con- 
siderably cheaper. Much of the flourish- 
ing state’ in which that trade now was, 
should be attributed to the ingenuity of the 
persons concerned in it, and nothing could so 
effectually put a stop to the exertion ‘of this 
ingenuity, as putting the manufacture under 
the excise. Formerly, and till within the. 
last 5 or O years, wood or charcoal was the 
only material by which it was supposed that 
iron could be made; but the. ingenuity of 
the manufacturers Jed them to find a substi-~ 
tute in coak. Under the gloomy influence 
of the excise there was every reason to be- 
lieve that this useful discovery would never 
have been made, The moment ‘the legisla- 


ture put on the excise, they imposed a speci- 


fic mode of working, from which no appeal 
could be made, and which must at once put 
a stop toingenuity. Insuperable difficulties 
presented themselves to the execution of the 
plan laid down. The manufacturers were 
called on to give notice to the excise officer 
of the time at which they were to proceed 
to-work. This was impossible. With all 
their practice and skil in their business they 
could not judge within four hours of the 
time it might be in their power to open the 
furnace, and proceed to cast, and the Excise 
Officer must be always on the spot, or. the 
manufacturer must be under innumerable 
penalties. The door would also be opened 
to great frauds. .This the persons who had 
applied to him on the subject were particu- 
larly anxious to guard against. -Nothing 
could be so unjust to the fair manufacturer 
as to confer on the fraudulent means of evad- 
ing the duty, and of underselling the fair 
dealer. As to the rate of drawbacks, he 
contended that those specified by gentlemen 
om the other side, as being assented to by 
the manufacturers of Sheffield and Birming- 
ham were the best qualified to judge on this 
subject; and they said, that nothing was 
more difficult than to fix the drawback, or 
rather that no drawback could indemnify 
them. In such articles as knives, spades, 
&c. where part was iron and part wood,-or 
other material, it was hardly possible by an 
act of parliament to fix the drawback which 
ought to be allowed. Taking a view of the 
different quantities consumed in home and 
foreign consumption, by Government, &c. 


the hon. gent. contended that, of the whole 


gross amount of 610,000). which it was 

agreed, the quantity of Pig Iron manufac+ 

tured would, at the rate of 40s. per ton, pro- 
G2 
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duce in one year, 112,0001. would be for | opinionsof the several gentlemen who seemed 
Government, and 208,000], would be. enti- inclined-to speak. It,was.not from pertina.: 
tled to Drawbacks. Supposing that there city in his own opinion, that he still sup, 
were 200 furnaces; and that only one officer | ported the tax, but it was from a perseve. 
were to be required for each, this wauid. rance, amidst a choice of evils, in pres 
produce. an expence in collection -at least’ ferring the evil of this tax to that of any — 
to the amount of 20,0001. that of other which could.be supposed to be equally 
the whole sum of 610,0001. only 270,0001.' productive. To the preposition for substi. 


wotld remain in aid of the national reve- ; tuting, a tax on horses employed in aert ul. 
a 


nue; and would the noble lord, for: such : ture he thought it unnecessary to make an 


ricul. 
any. 
a. sum, crush an important manufacture ?| other reply than that, which had bane 
The hon. bart. thought it would be prefera- | already heard in the course of the debate, 
ble at once to abandon the,tax, and propose A tax upon the landed interest beyond their. 
a substitute, as there would, at all events,’ fair proportion would not, he was sure, be. 
be a deficiency to provide for by.same.-new listened to by the house, particularly becanse’ 
measure, the: noble lord haying. taken cre-'| that part df the community neyer manifested 
dit for 500,001, «as the produce ofthe tax. | any disinclination to bear am equal burthen, 

- Mr. Alderman Prinsep did not conceive the | with others. To assert that the tax before 

oposed tax on the raw material asat all the house, pressed oppressively upon this 
Fikely tohave the: effect which some gentle- | class, he thought a position that could not, 
men apprehended upon the higher wrought | fora moment he sustained. For he had the 
articles... The fact was, that upon the rate of | satisfaction of stating, that, independently of 
such articles the original tax would scarcely | the other circumstances already mentions 
have any effect. This tax, he remarked, was ed, the farmers had, in the value of old 
Opposed altogether bythe representations | iron, a deduction of little less than half the 


. of interested persons, therefore not 


entitled to the attention which many gentle- 
men seemed disposed to .attach to them.— 
He remembered that when the tax upon 
silk was raised at the rate of from 5s. tc 13s, 
a great outcry was raisedamiong the manufac- 
turers, yet the fact was, that notwithstanding 
this increase, the silk wwanufactory had. con- 
piderably advanced. He was not at all sur- 
prised, however, that the Iron merchants 
wished to shift the burden from their own 
shoulders to somebody else. This was no 
more than what was natural. 
Mr. W. Smith could not admit, that the 
Excise would be so dangerous as some gen- 
tlemen supposed. It had been foune'the sim- 
plest and the cheapest way of collecting a 
tax. On the other hand, he could not ad- 
mit, that, because the tax upon wood did 
not prevent us from building ships, it would 
therefore be sate to lay a'tax on iron also. 
The fact was, that the Americans, notwith- 
standing the high price of labour, built ships 
cheaperthanus. Although he disapproved of 
the tax, hewished the bill to gointo a commit- 
tee, in order to see whether it could be so 
modified as to be accomodated to the feelings 
of the manufacturers. If this modification 
swere found practical, he would be!ready to 
grant it that support which he would be 
happy on all occasions to afford to his right 
hon, friends on the treasury bench. “3 
Lord Henry Petty said, he had forborne 
fo state his sentiments, until he heard the 


original price. But to judge of the falia. 
ciousness of the statements’ circulated upon, 
this subject, it was only necessary to men-' 
‘tion, according to one which had no doubt. 
been put into the hands of most members of 
the house, it was seriously asserted, that 
the proposed tax, which was only 40s, per. 
ton, would, as to horses employed in agri- 
culture, produce an increase of Q]. 6s. 8d, 
per ton. ‘The noble lord went on to shew, 
that when taxes became necessary, the at- 
tention of ministers was naturally directed. 


| to those persons who were able to bear them, 


Finding, then, the iron manufactory to be 
a flourishing trade, they very naturally 
thought proper to select it. That this trade 
was, many years since, in the year 1797, 
pointed out to his predecessor in office asa. 
fit subject of taxation, must be known to. 
the. gentlemen on the other side; and, al- 
though the proposition was not then acted: 
upon, he understood that it was not by any 
‘means given up, but intended to be brought 
forward again by the right hon. gent. alluded 
to. In order to shew the flourishing state 
of the iron manufacture, the noble lord 
stated that the quantity of that article manu-, 
factuted in 1797, was but 130,000 tons,, 
and that the quantitity in the last: year, 
amounted to 250,000. From this improve- 
ment he inferred the superior capacity of. 


| the manufactures at present to pay the duty, 


which his predecessor declined to..pass, i) 
1797. As to the operation of this tax upol} 
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the machinery employed in different manu- | were well able, and, he had no doubt, wil-. 
ae it did not appear to. him ‘that-any.| ling to pay 
ought, to be made on that ground, | Mr. Aose knew his late right hon. friend 
a a it was.considered, that from the pro-.| (Mr. Pitt) having once abandoned the idea’ 
sai ceedings ofa certain committee (the Woollen | of the tax upon iron, had never changed 
ny. it was in contemplation to| his opinion on the subject. It appeared to 
ly. release this machinery from many embar | him in many ways injurious to our manu- 
i = ments to which it had been heretofore | factures. He remembered once, that a tax 
ale lable. It was not too much, therefore, on| upon inland havigation was proposed, but - 
ny ; e part of the State, to seek some return} given up as injurious to our manufactures, 
eh. from the propzietors of such machinery. | He considered that this would affect the iron 
te, The objections urged to the proposed inter- | railways in a similar manner. When the no- 
cir. ference of excise officers in certain manu- | ble lord talked of the smiall expense of iron 
be. factories, might, if of any weight, be ob- | in his arable farm in Scotland, he supposed 
ise) yiated in the committee, and therefore/ the horses on that farm went, as the men 
ed they could form no ground for resisting the | sometimes did in his country, without shoes. 
en, motion before the house.» With respéctito | He could not believe that ovr prospect was 
am e export trade of wrought iron or hard-| such as had been stated, of iscreasing our 
his are, the noble lord begged the house to} exports to North America. That country: 
car in. mind, that the drawback proposed to} was now in a high state of population, equal; 
he be granted was more than was required by a| as he-understood, to England in that respect, 
‘of committee of the iron manufacturers them- | and yet, notwithstanding this great popula- 
be Nes, who had applied to the treasury upan | tion, the demand for our hardware from that. 
old, ihe subject. The noble lord shewed the | quarter was not increasing. Of all manu- 


he increase of the export trade of iron from | factures this appeared to be the one which 
lee 1799 to the last year, and the comparative | they would take up first. The Germans at. 


0: capacity of the article to sustain an increased | hardware. If then the price of our goods’ 
abt. duty; and he maeptaived that from the na-| were still further increased by aduty, we 
of tyre of the drawback no diminution of the should soon see our exports diminish consi- 
hat. ager could be apprehended from this duty. | derably. Upon the whole, he earnestly 
Der After several other observations, including | recommended the noble lord to abandon 
tie, particularly an answer to those who seemed | this tax, and suggested to his consideration, 
Rd. to insinuate that this was the first tax upon | as substitutes, taxes upon horses kept for 
Wy ataw material in this country, he concluded | pleasure, upon those employed in agricul- 
at. Be ciering them to the taxes upon cotton | turc, upon male servants, and upon gentle- 
ted. foreign wool, and malt, the noble lord’ men’s carriages: these were sources from 
m. pressed upon the consideration of the house, ! which, he thought, the noble lord might 
be that the question now was as to achoice of | draw a more productive revenue than the 
lly” eyils, that. money must be procured for the | tax before the house could promise, and at . 
ide exigencies of the state, and that the mode the same time avoid any kind of oppression 
7; now proposed was much Jess objectionable | or injury to commerce: iS te . 
$a. than any other that had been suggested. It} Mr. Secretary For observed, that having 
to. had been recommended to him to propose | had the satisfaction to hear the opinions of ~ 
al. other taxes. A right hon. gent. had pushed | different gentlemen, their arguments had - 
ted the adoption of a tax upon coals in the pit, | certainly great weight upon his mind, but 
by. in lieu of that before the house. But, he | there was not a single argument which had 
ght preferred the latter, and to those who seem- | been advanced in the course of that night’s 
led: ed so anxious to present him with a sub- | debate which did not equally apply to almost. 
ate stitute, he would say ; ‘‘ Timeo Danaos et |every other tax that could possibly be 
ord, dona ferentes.” The noble lord disclaimed | brought forward. There was hardly one of 
u-. ‘§ anyjintention of persisting jn this tax from a | the taxes that had beem laid on for these 
nS,, comers adherence to his own opinion, | twelve years past which he cculd say he 
ar, from a firm conviction, after the most | thoroughly approved of, They were all laid. 
ve attentive consideration of all that he had | on articles which most writers agreedin say- 
of. hitard upon the subject, that it was the most. | ing that they were not fit objects ot taxation, 
uty. fit and equitable tax that had been devised ; | But the fact was, that we were now placed in 
‘in JL #ndithat jt was to be imposed upon tho:¢ who | such circumstances that we were driven to 


| 
| 
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adopt modes of taxation which must, in 
some degree, affect the prosperity of one 
branch of our trade or commerce or another. 
With respect to the draw-back, which, it 
was said, could not be properly appreciated 
and apportioned in the manufacture, which 
contained other materials than iron, he did 
not see why a drawback ad valorem was not 
as practicable as a duty ad valorem, which 
had been long enforced. He was not par- 
tial to the excise laws himself,’ but they 
wete exercised to the advantages of the re- 
venue, and our necessities were now urgent. 
As to the substitutes that had been proposed 
for this tax, he had no idea that farmers and 
others would swallow the bait held out to 
them by the rt. hon. gent.'(Mr. Rose), and 
gorge atax directly levelled at them, instead 
of one which would reach them circuitously, 
and affect them slightly. As to the foreign 
trade being affected by the tax, that .was not 
likely, as already a larger drawback was 


lowed to the exporter, than those who had: 


petitioned on the subject asked for. As no- 
-thing preferable was proposed, he thought 
it right to try how the tax could be made less 
objectionable to a committee. ; 
“Mr. Canning thought it material to con- 
tradict what had been advanced by the rt. 
hon. secretary, on the subject of the draw- 
to be allowed, and read a paper from 
the committee of iron-masters in town, 
which stated, that they had represented the 
necessity of 8s, per ton being allowed, but 
that only 6s. was granted by the bill. He 
deprecated the principle of the bill; he could 
not conceive the object of it, unless it was 
to involve the iron manufactory in the dis- 
tress that others had experienced, and to 
exemplify a late quotation of a rt. hon, se- 
_cretary (Mr. Windham), 


<* Solamen miseris socios habuisse doloris.” 


But he could no longer wonder at the 
patience of the house, after they had, on a 
former occasion, not only with temper, but 
without laughing, heard the assertion of the 
rt. hon. secretary, that it was more agree- 
able to the public to have a burthensome tax 
doubled at once, than to have it increased 
by moderate degrees. The'rt. hon. gent. 
insisted that when a man had sunk a ‘great 
capital ina business; when he had esta- 
blished population in a‘place that was a 
wilderness before; when he had settled a 
colony of’ dependents under him, the intro- 
duction of an €xciseman to be, in a manner, 
the master of his establishment, would de- 
grade and lessen the patriarchal authority 
which he was entitled to haye over a family, 
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as it might be called, which otherwise hag 
none but him to look up to. for support or 
countenance.—After a few words from Mr, 
Vanpsittart and Mr. Smith, the house divided, 
For the commitment, 119, Against it, 109, 
Majority 10. The. house then resolved it: 
self into a committee pro forma. * After 
which the house resumed, the chairmay 
reported progress, and obtained leave to tit 
again on Monday. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Saturday, May10,° 


[Minures.] The house proceeded a 
usual to Westminster-hall, Their lordships 
returned soon after four, when an order wap 
made to proceed further on the ‘trial of lord 
viscount Melville on Tuesday, and a mes 
sage sent to the house of ‘commons to ag. 
quaint them therewith-—The report of thé 
resolutions of the committee of privileges, 
respecting the claims to the Roos Peerage, 
and setting forth that the barony in question 
remains in abeyance between the co-heirsof 
Robert de Roos, viz. George-earl of Essex, 
lady H. Fitzgerald, sir H. Hunloke, &e, 
was again read; it was then confirmed 
the house, and the usual address, to his 
majesty voted on the occasion, to be present 
ed by the Lords with’white staves.—The 
bills upon the table, chiefly private, were 
forwarded in their respective stages.—The 
Earl of Radnor having some observations to 
offer to the house,- respecting points of Or 
der and Privilege, and touching certaiti pros 
ceedings relative to the high Court in West 
minster Hall, the strangers were ordered to 
withdraw and the exclusion continued some 
time. After the doors were opened, the Bris. 
tol Harbour Improvement bill was broughtup 
from the commons by Mr. Baillie and others, 
and forthwith read.a first time; after which 
the house adjourned till Monday. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Saturday, May 10. 

A message from the lords informed the: 
house, that their lordships would . proceed 
further on the trial. of Henry lord, viscount: 
Melyille, on Tuesday next at ten o'clock." 
Mr, Alexander brought up the report of 
the Committee of Supply on Friday night,” 
granting a Vote for the service of the Army-for: 
onemonth, ‘The resolutions were agreed to, 
and a bill was ordered to be brought in pur+ 
guant thereto.—The Secretary at war 
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that on “Monday should move for 
to--bring in-a. bill; for. continuing; for 
wemonth, the Act of. the present Session, 
grpunishing Mutiny and Desertion in the 
iny.—General Joseph. Campbell was or- 
to be. added to the Committee appoint- 
dito of the: Scoich 
estates. 

’ HOUS oP LORDS. 
ll Monday, May 12. 


{Minutes. j The Duke of Norfolk report- 
d from the. Committee appointed for that 
jose, several Regulations proposed to be 
dopted respecting the admission of Persons 
nto the High Court of Parliament, which 
were agreed to.— Mr. Irving, Inspector Ge- 
yal of Imports and Exports, presented se- 
wal Accounts relative to the Slave Trade 
which, were. ordered to lie on the table.— 
lgd Grenville presented a Message from 
jis Majesty respecting making a provision 
prearl Nelson, and the future possessors of the 
jlle. (Vide our report of the House of Com- 
mons.) His. lordship, observed, that. there 
qld be no difference of opinion upon this 
abject ;. but in; conformity with the. usual 
mactice of the house, he would now merely 
mye, that his majesty’s. most gracious mes- 
sage be. taken into consideration to-morrow; 
or Justice Scor- 
uxp.]. ‘The order for summoning their 
dships relative:to the propositions on this 
aibject,, which lord Grenville had, on a for- 
metevening, given notice of his. intention 
forward, being read, 
lord Grenville rose, and observed, that 
ar under the necessity of still further 
ming ‘that which he had intended to 
to their-lordship’s. consideration that 
‘It must be obyious to their lord- 
ls, that a matter of sonice and complicat- 
danature as the new modelling the mode of 
Miministration of Justice in a conntry must 
quire deep and mature consideration, and 
mich consultation with those persons who 
Wee most conversant with such topics, He 
nt already devoted much time to the sub- 
tt; but the variety of other important 
meations which ally challenged his at- 
tation, from being able to 


Ming forward the business in as perfect a}. 


ite as he could wish... When he did bring 
‘forward, it would be in the shape of aseries 

Iesolutions, u on which he should not 
Ws any immediate decision, but merely 


tat bey be laid the table to be ma- 


gil 
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turely considered by their lordships till about 


‘the beginning of next session, when, 


haps, he should be able to submit them td 
the house in the form of a bill. "He now 
thought it would take ten days or a forts 
night's more ‘preparation before he could 


well state his resolutions, but it should not 
much’ exceed that time. 


He should; 
ever, now fix upon a day, and that he meant 
to be: Friday, the 6th of June, for whith 
day he moved that their lordships' be sath? 
moned to attend.—Ordered. 

[Amertcan InrERcovRse 
Mulgrave presented a petition from certaiti 
ship owners and others of the town and por 
of Scarborough, against the above bill, and 
praying that it might not pass into alaw. Or 
dered to lie on the table. The order being 
read for taking the report of the bill inte” 
consideration, 

Lord Haw kesbury’ observed, he had ant 
amendment to propose to the bill, the effect - 
of which would be, instead of suffering 
the duration of the bill to extend, as now 
fixed, until six months after the expiratioit 
of the war, to limit itto the first day of July; 
1807, which might be about the period of the 
close of the next session of parliament.’ He 
thought that an amendment of this kind 
could not be seriously objected to. This 
would have the effect of leaving the subject 
open for farther investigation, and afford mi2 
nisters a more regular opportunity of acting 
upon the occasion, ‘than could: offer, weré 
the bill to pass in its present shape ; ‘for in 
stance, it might in the proposed interval be 
ascertained how far the’ British Colonies, in 
North America, could supply certain arti- 
cles of the consumption of the ‘West-India 
Islands, and how far regulations, in the na 
ture of protecting duties, may .be ‘ex 
dient.. He was aware of the difficulty ‘of 
entering into such an extensive 
at present, under such a pressure of public’ 
business, and in such an advanced ‘period of 
the session ; however, in the ensuing session,’ 
such an enquiry might betaken up with great’ 
advantage; and, in this view, he had shaped’ 
his proposed amendment. ‘The noble lord’ 
then moved, ‘* that instead of * until ‘six! 
months’after the expiration of the war,’ be 
words 1st day of July, 1807," be inserted.’*’ 
On the question being put, 

The Earl of Suffolk made'a few obser 
tions in favour of the bill ‘in its. ‘present! 
shape. A noble and learned lord, said, he’ 
observed, ona former evening; that the Bilk, 
was new in its principle: it might be ‘so,’ 


but it was achange of principle tor the bet-- 
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as a référence to the exberiencé of 
r Sever years would’ evince? ‘Fhe. bill 
‘wert torplace the tespousibility of the med- 
whith it referred;* wherecit ‘ought 
phe 3. besides, the ‘present’ state of the 
West-India islands required , ¢regulatibh of 
the Kind. The noble earl ‘conécludedvith 
gome remarks upon superior policy of 
ultivating a. ddd understart ing* with and 
“even the friendship of, the Américans; on 
‘the grounds’ of theit- similarity in: habits, 
‘laws, language, origin, ahd: dispositions, 
‘with the, people of this country, fo whoin it 
“had often served for an Asylum. ? 
» Lord. Sheffield observed, that in almost 
every instance he perceived the incorrectness 
‘of the statements and assertions of the friends 
‘Of the bill; and he was becomé still more 
anxious that the first court of judicature 
‘should not lie under the imputation of re- 
fusing.to hear the complaints of the people, 
and how their concerns have been misrepre- 
‘sented. He should therefore, notwithstand- 
ing his objections to the principle and to the 
whole measure, agree to the amendment, if 
“he, could obtain a fair hearing for the peti: 
tioners, and an investigation.of the subject. 
lordship said, he would state, in proof 
‘ofthe necessity. of examining the assertions 
“to which he alluded, what the real: state of 
-ghip-building is inthe port of London. No- 
*ble lords, had ventured to say; that ships 
building flourishes even’ beyond what it has 
done yat any! former period, and_ that the 
‘increase of foreign shipping in our trade did 
“not keep with the increase’ in our own 
“shipping... His lordship then read an\account 
ef. the ships which have been built, or are 
“now building in the. river Thames, sined 
‘December, 1802, to the present period, 
“viz. For: the King’s service eleveh ships’; 
East-India,Company:seventeen ships; mer- 
chants’ ‘only four ships; fisheries one ; the 
- whole in three arid one-half years, except a 
“very few small vessels ; viz. onesugardrogher,. 
three hoys. for the East-India Company's 
service, two ballast lighters, one mortar-, 
boat, atid-one'pleasure yacht. At this mo- 
ment only two ships (part of the'abave four): 
aré- ‘building for the merchants’ setvice. 
This ‘melancholy statemént he was ready to 
at the’ bar of the house, and that it- 
te vas in general thé same in eVery port of the 
“kingdom. ~As'to the assertion, ‘that British 
shipping in our trade has increased in pro- 
‘to the foreign, he’ should” prove, 
* evel By the ‘same docinients ‘as were made 
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He 
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a Period ten yéat's 
‘fold, and the increase of foreign Shipping 
éiployed, compared with the interes ‘ef 
‘Biitish-shipping, was in’ the: propottion 
tWvelve OF; to'cohsider it 
a scale’; in the year 1789: thé proport 
which foreign in 
‘trade bore to: Britisho was, as: eight tons 
:forcign ‘to one hundred British in 1801, 
| had incteased to the proportion of sixty-eight 
tons foreign to one Hondred 
‘should add, that withiti ‘the’ period 
to 1801, Both ‘the 
shipping employéd in our trade incre 
from 3,615 containing 179,630 'tons, aid 
employing 28,120 sailors ;—to 11,183 
séls containing 1,585,035 tons, atid employ! 
foreign saitors.. He 
one more obsetvation of a most’ 
tare; the ships in ‘the fide 
were ‘wearing out; atid’ as 10 shipy 
building to replace the, ‘half thé produ 
wotild be left in the: West!Indies 
planters would thén dermand that’ the Arnéti: 
can shipping be allowed to carry’ hotne ti 
produce; wheteas, if British ‘ships wets 
now encouraged to make thé circuitous yop. 
age, loadinig lumber and’ provisions’ fart 
West-Indies, the’ shifiping’ in that “ti 
would be increased sufficiently to bring} 
the whole produce, ‘aiid’ freight would be 
kept at a reasonable rate. His 
he had always serious ‘apprehensions’ respedt. 
ing the loose opinions which weré so oft 
delivered on‘thesé subjects. ‘his 


had become exttethé ‘sitice’ He Had 
noble lord (Grenvifle), distingtiighed foPhis 
abilities aid information, Whoit 
hither ‘levity tor chutd 
puted, hold “a Tahgudge which 
‘hint intendéd ‘to prépate 
of'a change of times’ atid thin re 
quishmiént of’ the most ‘essential parts of Oi 
navigation and colonial systém. 
that he might Have’ mistaken but ifht 

had'hét, he’ mst solemiil 


instead’ of alluding to the Sacrifices’ of 
systém in question, the noble lord’ had pre 
Us in coiigequetice ‘of. dhe chahge of 
tinies and things, to'gratify Buontpatté wit 
a réduction and limitation of our aa 3 
war,’ it not so’ ‘seriously have alarmed 
hifi; betause, in the" last, instance, te 
rhischiéf might bé’tempotary and retrievable; 
but in’the othet, i¢ would be’ permanent am 
should not prestiiné 
plattie man’ merely for entertaining 


opinions; but if, without permitting esamr 
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yp. | ation or enquiry, and contrary to the well 
established opinion of the public, he suouwia 
af ¥ act on those opinions, he then should think 
bim highly blameable. In the present instance, 
hue he was so far from blaming the noble lord, 
i that he thought it highly honourable in him. 
site {o putuson our guardand prepare ustosupport 
in of our opinions. His lordship would state very 
at tong shortly, what had passed since the indepen- 
301. jt dence of the American States, respecting 
the supply of the British West indies, That 
ji i man, whose death will long and. de- 
ftom setvedly be lamented, when chancellor of 
fej the exchequer during lord Shelburne’s ad- 
ministration, brought in a bill, founded on 
tit principles and opinions, as hostile to our 
navigation and colonial laws as those now 


adopted by the noble lords; and when it 
was understood that he received them from 
Mr. Burke, whose partiality for the Ameri- 
cans induced him to represent them as a peo- 
ile generis, and therefore not to be treat- 
edas foreigners, but to enjoy the privileges 
of British subjects, although they had as- 
fetted their independence. The. bill was 
perehtiyo Parliament with a view of open- 
ing the West India ports to the people of the 
American states; which, however, meeting 
with highly-merited opposition, was wisely 
withdrawn with the concurrence even of 
Mr. Burke, when lord North and Mr. Fox 
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Weresecretaries of state; and a temporary 
ipsa, power was given to the crown, to regulate 
doses @ the intercourse with the American states. 
‘3 Mr. Pitt on his return to office, referred the 
jen | question to the committee of privy council 
ean’ t trade, of which lord Liverpool was then 
| President. A very accurate investigation 
OK, place: lord Liverpool made, in 
foie | 2784, that very able and excellent report 

aay & Which he had recommended to be laid on 
gies their lordsbip’s table; he had also recom- 
| Menced.another very able report by the same 
‘of Hoble Jord in 1791, on the subject of the in- 


of 
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fercourse With the American States, which 
their lordships, for reasons best known to 
themselves, had thought proper to decline. 
Mr. Pitt acted in conformity to these re- 
ports, and from that time our West India 
fettlements were supplied as steadily and as 
completely, in British shipping, as they 
ever had been, until the commencement of 
the late war, when tlie navigation laws 
Were greatly relaxed, especially in respect to 
the admission of neutral vessels into, the 
West India ports. But when Mr. Pitt had 
‘Tearned from experience the mischievous ef- 
fects of the relaxations and suspensions of 
those laws, he very wisely began to reclaim 
limit them, particularly within the last 
Vex. VII. 


PARL. DEBATES, Max 12, 1806.—American Intercourse Bill. 


‘two years. His lordship then read the 
cular Igtter from Lord Camden, secretary of - 


' state for the colonies, to the West India go- 


vernors, on this subject; which instructs- 
them, ‘‘ not to open the ports of the ship- 
** ping of the American States, except in 
** cases of real and very great necessity, 
-** and directs them to apprise him in every 
** instance, and to state the reasons which 
** induced them to adopt the measure.” His 
lordship observed, that the instructions con- 
tained in this very judicious letter, would have 
effected every thing that was necessary for 
the present; but the measure now before 
them, seems intended to reverse every thing 
do: e in. that respect by the late minister. 
The noble lords who support the bill affect 
to say, thatit only trausfers the power of 
suspending the laws from the governors to 
the ministers, and enables that to be done- 
by law, which is now done contrary to law. 
"But every man who was informed on the 
subject, saw that it did much more; that it - 
facilitated and systematically established the 
suspensions of our navigation laws; that it 
would render the British West Indies de- 
pendent on the American States; that it 
wouldtransfer the carrying trade to foreigners ; 
thatit would ruin the British North American 
colonies ; and that the power of suspending 
the laws must ultimately be delegated to the 
persons from whom the responsibility was 
removed. The author of that excellent 
work, <‘ War in Disguise,” truly .obsery- 
ed, that few subjects were less generally 
understood by intelligent men, than that 
now before their lordships. He had often 
lamented the same circumstance, and the 
impossibility of making it understood ina 
debate ; and he conceived that nothing but 
that kindof inyestigation which was propos» 
ed by the petitioners, could enable their 
lordships fairly to decide on the question. . 

Lord Auckland shoruy argued in favour of 
the bill, which he-chiefly supported on the 
ground of the necessity of the case, and the 
policy of not recurring to the former practi- 
ces which the bill went toremedy. The nor 
blejord defended the statements he had on a 
former occasion made to the house .respect- 
ing the state of our shipping, which, he con- 
tended, were correct.. He objected to the 
proposed amendment, because, from the 
shortness of the time, -it would materially © 
interfere with that certainty which mer- 
chants should haye of being allowed to sell 
their goods before they embarked ia such a 
trade. 


The Duke of Montrose was decidedly ip’. 
| favour of the but woul! not 
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trouble their Jordships with a ‘repétition of 
the arguments he had the: honour to address 
to them on a former night ; ‘the ameidmént 
proposed ‘by his noble ‘friend would" riot 
preclude ministers from doing'hereafter; that 
which,*on farther investigation; they might 
deem expedient ; it would go'to afford’a re- 
gular oppotturiity>for examining; and in that 
view, he thought it’ would* be prudent’ in 
ministers to-adopt it’: He didnot think his 
noble friend was inclined to press theamend- 
tent; in pfopesing “it, he’ had ‘done his 
duty, as he had ‘previously, as Well as him- 
self, perfornied his duty with respect to the 
bill. He’ censtired the’ provision © which 
went to vest the responsibility in those, 
who, from’ their situations, ‘must be’ inca- 
pable’of jadging with respect to a necessity 
which’ might arise six months before their 
orders could*reach tlie’ place,- and to take 
it from those who were on the spot, aud had 
every means of judging. Alluding'to some 
observations which fell from d noble eat] 
(the Ear] of Suffolk), his grace” seerned to 
say, he did not consider him one of those 
who were likely to consider América as an 
asylum, but to rémaifvat home, aud to abide 
the fate and’ forttne of his country,~ as 
became one bearing the illustrious name of 
Howard. With respéct to the-bill in ques- 
tion, -his conduct: was not ‘owing to any de- 
$ire to oppose the measures of his miajesty’s 
government, but to defend those principles 
and ‘measures upon which he had himself 
acted, and which in his ‘conscience, he be- 
lieved to‘be right. 

The Eat] of Buckinghamshire defended 
the meastre’ in question, the ‘ground 
ef its necessity, dnd thouglit the period 
originally proposed, preferable to that of- 
fered by ‘the amendment, The respon- 
sibility was, he contended, placed where 
jt ought to be, viz. in the’ Goversment of the 
“Country. The noble earl denied that this 
‘ould be* considered permanent mesure, 
‘its duration being limited to the continuance 
‘af the war, and until six months after the 
‘eontlusion of*a définitive treaty of peace. 
The necessity of some such measure during 
had,*he theught, been “agreed on all 
hands, and it was rendered the more necessa- 
‘pow, as‘from the observations which’ had 
‘een’ inade “respecting ‘the conduct” of the 
‘Governors of cur West India Islands, 


mensure ‘like the ‘present was not passed, | 
they would be doubtful as to what mode of 


gonduct they ought to: purstie, — 

_¢The Earl of Carnarvon could not’ help 
observation on what’ the 
Jord: (Duke of Monrose) “had The 


noble lord'had considered the bill’as prodiies 
ing‘only a change of responsibility, and ges 
cording to"his’ opinion, it removed the 
porsibility fron oné who" acted on the spot, 
wheré his judgment would sooner be énligh. 
téned, and placedit with ministers at a igh 
tafice,” who could Hot 30 easily ‘be appiized éf 
the circunistatices ‘whicli Should call for thei 
imtérfereri¢e. This Was'certdinly not @ 
State*of ‘the ase; there was at this moment 
Ho fesponsibility whatsoever ; the governotg 
could not act in the most petilous situation of 
the West India islands, but by breaking thg 
law: they could not act’ without commits 
ting an’offence against thé law, which hag 
lodged no discretion’ in their hands, “Hig 
inajesty’s ministers, as the law now stood 
might see the danger hanging over the West 
Indies, and they were not responsiblé them. 
selves, nor could they throw responsibil 
upon the governors who might refuse to et 
undér their orders, requiring disobediéncetg 
the navigation laws; ‘they have a full and les 
gul ahswer: that ‘ laws prohibit us from 
*« doing as you desite ; the West Indies may , 
‘© suffer, wecannot help it withouta breachof 
* thelaw.”. Whether they act from either 
an etror in judgment,onthe existing circum: 
syances, or from a rigid discharge of thelr 
duty in obedience to the-laws, to which they 
are sworn, they are exempt from punishs 
ment; they have in truth no responsibility 
unless they break the navigation laws, th 
-West India Islands may suffer most matey 
rially under this want ofall responsibility, 
which, not existing in ministers, cannot 
transferred to governors. The West India 
islands miay suffer, and nobody be legally to 
blame; that this possibility is not exaggerats 
edis provéd, for even'on the probability of 
danget to the West ‘India islands, the lf 
ministers have proceeded, but still, they 
have wisely acted under impressions where 
no lega}-responsibility compelled them, ft 
if they ‘had neglected toinfringe the law 
the godd of the West India islands urgé 
them, ‘no legal responsibility could have sully 
jected them to punishment’; this bill has 
rovided a ‘respansibility in ministers, trang 
erable in “any extent to governors’on thé 
spot: they aré bound to usé sound and Te 
gal discussion, ‘for an omission of which 
they are each responsible. ‘This act pro 
vides a responsibility which did not*befor 
exist, it procures the certainty of security 
the West Indies, which their governor 
might without legal offence refuse, and mie 
nisters could not legally order.—The pro 
posed amendment was negatived, and. the 
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"parliament, intituled, «An act for punishes * 


HOUSE .OF COMMONS». 
Monday, May 12. 
‘Mr. Henry Martin took 
the oaths and his seat for Kinsale.—On the. 
motion of sir Charles Price, it was ordered, 
J, That there be laid before this house, ‘an. 
gcount of the number and tonnage of, all 
thips and vessels built in Great,Britain, ‘in, 
the several years from 1790 to, 1804 ; . dis- 
finguishing each year, and the ports or 
aces where.they were respectively built,— 
| That there be laid before this house, an 
gecount. of the number and , tonnage, of 
British-built ships in the year 1792 distin-. 
guishing the ports to which they belonged.— 
3. That there,be laid before this house, an, 
account of the number and tonnage of prize 
thips which had been made free and re- 
gistered ‘from the 5th of January, 1790, 
fo the 5th of January, 1793, inclusive.— 
4, That theré be laid before this house, an 
account of the number and tonnage of 
British-built ships in the year 1805; distin- 
guishing the ports to which they belonged.— 
§, That there be laid before this house, an 
gecount of the number and tonnage of prize 
thips which had been made free and re- 
gstered from the 5th of January, i805, 
0 the 5th of January, 1806, inclusive.— 
ir; Matthews,” in pursuance of .a notice he. 
had given for an amendment in the general 
Turnpike act, stated, that in consequence 
of that part of the law which imposed a 
“penalty of 5). on all persons driving waggons 
@ turnpike roads, with wheels of less than 
six inches thickness, and with less than four 
horses, there were numerous complaints 
made of the decisions of magistrates. . What, 
he had to. propose was, to give the parties 
a appeal from the.decision of the magis- 
fates to the court of quarter sessions, and to. 
dow half of the penalty to be paid to the, 
informer. He then moved for Jeave to bring: 
ia bill to that effect, which was agreed to,, 
Meheux, from the office of, the. 


Qommissioners for the Affairs. of., India, | 


presented at the bar of the house, ‘* Ex-, 
Waets of Letters, &c. received from the 
Presidéncy of Bombay, relative .to the sum 


Bombay Rupees.31,25,944 inserted. 
Leither in the,.court of exchequer, or in the, 


the-account of their Disbursements, for the 
yeer ending the 30th of April, 1803, and 
fi to be money lent to the Guicowar,” 
| Ordered to lie upon the table and to be 
Ptinted.—Mr.. Secretary at War, presented 
tothe house (according to order) a bill for 
continuing an act, in this session of 


108%, 


ing Mutiny and Desertion, and for the bets 
ter payment of the army and their quarters, 
within the United Kingdom, and the island 
of Jersey,, Guernsey, Alderney, Sark, and 
Man,” and the same was received, an& 
read the first time, and ordered to be reada 
second tinje to-morrow.—Mr. Parnell preg 
sented to. the house (according to order) a 
bill to provide for the payment at the Bank 
of Ireland, of:the interest on certain deben« 
tures now payable at the Exchequer of Ire- 
land, and also. for-altering. the. days of pay= 
ment of the interest or dividends on certaim 
annuities in Ireland; and the same was 
received and read the first time, and ordered 
to be read a. second. time to-morrow.—The 


Marquis of Douglas moved, 1. That there - 


be laid before this-house, ‘‘ an, Account of alk 
balances.of public-money in the hands of the 


receiver general of the land tax, &c. in Scot< 


land, -on the 5th.day of April and 5th day off 
October, 1798, and on every.5th day off 
April and 5th .day of. October of every, ~ 
subsequent year, with a state-of the manner 
in which -these balances. were employed. by, 
the receiver. general, state of the 
remittances and. payments made to account, 
or in full of these balances—2. That the 
be laid before this house,-an account of 
balances of public money in the hands of the 
receiver general of. the customs in Scotland 
on the 5th-day of April and 5th day oft Oc- 
tober, 1798; and.on every 5th day of April 
and 5th day of October of every subsequent 
year, with. a state of the manner in which, 


these balances were employed by the receiver: 


general, anda state of the remittances andt 
payments made to account, or in, fuil off 
these balances.—-3. That there. be laid before; 
this house, an account of all balances of, 
public money. in the hands of the cashier of, 
excise in Scotland on the 5th day of April; 
and 5th day of October, 1798, and on every? 
5th day of Apriland 5th day of October of 
every subsequent year; with a state of the’ 
manner. in which . these balances were ems) 
ployed by; th¢ cashier of excise, and a staté, 
of the remittances and payments made to; 
accoun., or..in full of these -balances.—4,._ 


‘That there be: laid before this house an, 


account of, all sums. recovered.in. Scotland; 


courts of justices of the peace, from any . 
person or persons convicted in eny.of tie: 
said courts of offences-against ibe acts of} 
parliament, or any. of them relative to the 
customs, excise, or stamp duties; as also; 
of the of ‘all sums received 
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pounding with persons charged-with sud 
effences ; together with the names and’ adé 
ditions of the persons from whom such sums 
have been recovered, with thé date of re- 
covering the same; and also, an account 
shewing what part of these suins so recovered 
have been accounted for in the exchequer, 
as his majesty’s share of fines, forfeitures, 
and penalties, with the dates at which they 
were so accounted for; also shewing what 
part of the sums so recovered have been 
accounted for to the informer in whose name 
the said prosecutions proceeded, and what 
part of the said sams was applied in defraying 
the charges or expenses of such prosecutions, 
from the year ending 5th July, 1782, to 
the present time.”’ Ordered.—Mr. Vansit- 
tart presented to the house, a paper, intituled, 
« Return to three orders of the house re- 
spectively, dated 11th March, 1806; for 
an account of all offices granted in reversion 
in England, wheresoever holden ; specifying 
the nature of the office, the date of the 
nt, and the period for which the office 
as been granted; a like account of all 
Offices gtagted in reversion in Scotland ; 
and a’ like account of all offices granted in 
reversion in Ireland; Ordered, That the 
said return do lie upon the table; and be 
printed for the members of the house.— 
Ordered, That the order of the day, for 
the second reading of the bill for the better 
regulation of the office of receiver general 
of the stamp duties in Great Britain, be 
mow read: And the same being read; the 
said bill was read a’ second time, and com- 
mitted to a committee of the whole house, 
for to-morrow sevenhight, the 20th day 
of this instant’ May. ~ Ordered, that the 
said bill be printed.—The order of the day 
being read, for taking into ‘further, consi- 
deration the report from the committee of 
the whole house, to whom the bill to ex- 
plain and render more effectual an act, 
a in the 7th year of King William the 
Third for preventing charge and expense in 
elections of members to serve in paftiatnent, 
was re-conimitted ; Ordered, That the said 
report be taken into further considefatton 
upon Monday next.—The ingrossed bill for 
increasing the salaries of the Judge of the 
Gourt of Admiralty in Scotland, ahdeof the 
Judges of the Commissary Court ‘im Edin- 
burgh, was: (according to-order) réad the 
third time: Resolved, That the bill do pass. 
Qrdered, That Mr: Alexander do, carry the 
bill; to. the lords apd desire theit concur- 
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ley said, he wished: to enquire of the hoy; 
gent. (Mr. Pauli), whether he :meant tg 
bring forward the charge against the marquig 
of Wellesley; respecting his transactions ig 
Oude, this week? The reason why he 
asked the question was, that. it would b¢ 
much more convenient for hith to attend 
the discussion in the course of the ensuip 
week, as particular business required hig 
going for a few days into thie country: Hig 
object, however, at present, twas, putsvant 
to his notice, to move for the followj 
ne, that there be laid before this 
ouse 1. ‘* A Copy of a Letter to the 
Court of Directors in the Fudicial Departs 
ment, dated Oth July 1802, from the Gos 
vernor General in Council, transmitting g 
Copy of the Answers to the Governor Ges 
neral's interrogatofies sent by the severa} 
judiciat officers and collectors throughout 
the proving. 2. That there be laid bes 
fore this Hoge, extract of a general letter 
from the court of directors in the revenyg 
arid judicial: department, dated Mth 
tember 1803, paragraph 15, to the governs 
ment of Bengal, signifying the court's 
approbation of the zeal which the governor 
general had manifested for the public inte 
rests, in proposing certain queries to’ thé 
collectors and magistrates. 3. That thers 
be laid before this house, extyact ofa lettef , 
from the court of directors in the public det. 
partment, dated 26th March 1801, paras 
graph 48, approving of the arrangements 
of the governor general in council for thé 
regulation of tli press. 4. That there bd 
laid befote'this hose, acopy of the minutes 
of the governor general lord Wellesley, 
dated 19th March 1801, and recorded if 
the and political department, for 
proving the governor geteral’s office. 
That there be laid before this house, extract 
of a separate letter ftom the governor — 
ral in Council to the court of directors dated 
31st of July 1801, paragraphs 28 to 40 in 
olusive, respetting the re-establishment of 
the town duties, and the improvement of 
the government customs; together with 
any reply from the court of directors to thé 
same. 6. That there be laid before: this 
house, extract of u letter in the revenue der, 
partment the Bengal government te 
the court of directors, dated 5th Marelr 
1800, paragraphs 14 to 20, inclusive, 14 
lative to the stamp duties, and to the estat 
blishment of other sources of revenue. 


Lhat there be Jaid before this house, extract 
fof a letter from the Bengal governmenlj 


oF Inpia.] Sir | 


inthe revenue department. to the court of 
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directors, dated 5th September 1800, re- 
Jative to the abkaree or tax on spirituous 
jiquors, and the court’s reply to the same. 
g. That there be laid before this house, 
’ extract of a letter from the court of directors 
to the Bengal government, dated: 14th Sep- 
tember 1803, paragraph 24, approving of 
the regulatipns for levying a duty  spiri- 
juous liquors distilled according to the. Eu- 
fopean method. 9. That there belaid be- 
fore this house extracts of/letters from the 
Bengal government, in the public depart- 
ment, dated 31st July 1798, paragraph 35, 
andthe 25th December 1798, paragraphs 
128 to 134, to the court of directors - rela- 
_ tive to the revenues of tlie post office, and 
the court’s replies to thesame. 10. That 
there be laid before this house, extract of 
juch part of the proceedings of the Bengal 
Government, in the law department, dated 
6th May 1800, as relate to the egtablishment 
ofthe police ;*together with proceed- 
ingsand resolutions of the government,’ in 
‘the judicial department (criminal branch) 
on the same subject, dated 15th May 1800 ; 
and all such minutes of the governor gene- 
ral, and reports, as relate to the establish- 
ment of the police at Calcutta in the year 
1800, under the ieaproverianies introduced 
by lord Wellesley. 11. Thapithere be laid 
before this house, “an account’ of the net 
fevenues of the ceded provinces in Oude, 
after deducting expences of egllection, and 
other contingent charges, since the conclu- 
tion of the ‘Treaty of Lucknow in Novem- 
ber 1801 to the Jateat period, shewing the 
amount of revenue applicable to thie payment 
ifthe troops, after deducting all civil char- 
. 12, That there be laid before’ this 
se, a copy of the governor genefaljs mi- 
fitte, in the political department, dated 
1th April 1805, relative to Captain Syden- 
ham's allowances.” Ordered. 
"Mr. Pauil signified his readiness to cencur 
inthe suggestion of the hon. general and. 
declared his intention to submit a motion 
fhe house on the subject, if some satisfac-' 
toryreason should not be given forthe de- 
lay inthe production ofthe Bhurtpore Papers’ 
*{Peace in. Inv1a] Mr. Johnstone said, 
rose for the purpose of asking a question 


“Upon a subject which he considered toibe: of 


extreme public importance. He had heard 
that'a dispatch had been received at the 
India House, stating that lord Lake’ ha‘ 
Witten “letters to: general Nicholson ‘and: 
general Jones,’ in one of which he: ordered | 


seneral Jones to withdraw his troops -'fron’}** commends it to his faithfal eommorntyeges 
the pusition they held, as a peace had: been“ - consider of ayproper 
*§ his majesty to grant and settle such annue 


fonclude.! with Scindia, He theretere wish- | 


to etiquire whether that report weretrue 


It appeared that the presént administration 
had, on éoming into office, approved of sit 
George Barlow as'a fit person to administes 
the affairs of the company abroad ; and cer~ 
tainly, ifwithin three months his goverms 
ment hadsueceeded in giving peace to that 
country, it was highly ‘creditable, and 
good presage of what was in future to be exs 
Creevey teplied, that an overland 
dispatch ‘had certainly been received from 
Bombay, at the Fndia ‘house, stating not 
the actual concluston of peace with Scindiah, 
but that such -an event was probable, and 
describing the distresses 6f Holkar: If thé 
hon. gent. was desirous of learning the cor 
tents of the dispatch, he might have ‘satis 
fied his wishes by applying’ another quars 
ter. 
[Kunc’s MessaGE RESPECTING THE 
mity or Lord Netson.] Lord Henry Petty 
acquainted the houre, that he had a Message 
from his majesty to this house, signed by 
his majesty ; andhe Presented the same to' 
the house ; and it was read by Mr, Speaker, 
and is as followetlt, viz. tina: 
** George R. His Majesty having taker 
into his royak consideration the eminent 
and signal services performed by the late 
Viee Admiral Lord Viscount Nelson in 
the course of Ang series of distinguished 
exploits, and particularly in the glorious 
‘and decisive victory of *Trafalgar, iw 
which he unfortunately'fell; ‘and being 
desirous to bestow’ on‘ the family of the 
said Lord Viscotnt Nelsén* such corisi+ 
derable and lasting marks of his royal fas 
your as may correspond with the sense he 
entertains of services so honourable to the: 
‘British “Navy, and so eminently benefi+: 
cial ‘to the interests of the nation ; ahd 
this purpose, of granting to the Fai? 
« Nelson, and the heirs male of his body; 
and such‘other persons to whom the title: 
of Earl Nelson miy-descend, pursuant to 
“‘the limitations of the patent whereby 
‘*. the sdid dignity is'granted, ‘a nett antivity 
Of five thousand pounds during theirres=: 
nective lives ; and'dlso, of granting’ sume 
Hot “exceeding one and twenty: 
thousand pounds, as farther provision” 
forthe family of the said «Lord ‘Vistousit. 
Nelson, ‘apart “whereof it 
“‘sintention Be “approptiated the! 
purchase of a house and Jands, ‘to. 
*-nexed as‘above' to’ thes said’ diguitys! resi 
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€* ity, and to make such further provision 
** as-aforesaid, in such manner as may be 
** thought most effectual for the bene+ 
fit of the family of, the Jord vis- 
count Nelson.—G. R.’’--Ordered, That 
this House will, to-morrow, ‘resolve itself 
into a Committee of the whole House, to 
take his Majesty’s said most gracious Mes- 
sage. into consideratioa 

{Messrs. CHALMERS AND BETI- 
tion.|. Lord Henry Petty moved the-order 
of the day for the house to resolve itself 
into a Committee of Supply. . 

Mr. William Smith then moved, that the 
petition of Messrs. Chalmers and Cawie, 
claiming a compensation for the loss they had 
 gustaingd in the importation of Swedish her- 
Tings, be referred to the said committee. 
_. Mr. Huskisson thought the house ought 
to pause, before they admitted an uninvesti- 
gated claim to the amount of 35, 00Ols»» The 
whole of this case had been diligently exa- 
mined by the late board of treasury, and his 
py hon..friend (Mr. Pitt), now no more;. 

ifter taking great paiii$ ingthe investigation, 

did not think in admitting 
the claim. He therefore hdped the hon. 
member would postpone submitting it to a 
committee of supply, in ongee to afford an 
opportunity for further examination. He 
said, that since he’ came into the houge this 
‘day, he had put a copy of the minute of the 
board of treasury into the hands of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, ard he 
thought he should have time to consider of 
it before the motion was. brought:forward, 

Mr. William Smith said, that he meant 
to have stated the whole. of the case before 
he made his motion in the committee. He 
had already put off this business three.times, 
one of which was for the,accommodation of 
the hon. gent. himself. As to, the paper 
which the hon. gent. put into the hands of 
one of the ministers, it consisted of only 
about twelve lines, and did not require much 
deliberation. Howeverpif it were the wish 
- both of the hon. gent. and the noble, lord,al- 
laded to, that he should. postpone it, he would 
do,so, as he was aware he had little chance of 
success, if he had not their concurrence, - 


- Mr. Long said, that the lords of the trea- | 


_ sury had.considered themselves bound to re- 
_ gist the application, and had it been brought 
forward in the time of the late administra- 
tion, the petitioners would have met with no 
encouragement. 

Mr. Bourne hoped, that. as. the at- 


.} thority. 


the subject, the noble lord would not preg 
the matter now. 
Lord Heury Petty deprecated delays ig 

such cases.as the present as they weve a 
inconvenience, 


tended “with great He 
matter might be 


wished, however, that the 
deferred till Wednesday. 

Mr. Huskisson said he wished for delay, ag 
he did not know. before, that there was any 
intention of submitting the claim, this ip 
to a committee of supply. pert. 

Mr. Rose thought the house would dg 
well to consider the matter maturely before 
they decided on a subject of so much impor. 
tance. Probably all of them had not read 
the full report of the, committee upon it; 
but they ought to do so before they came 
to adetermimation. It was-a. matter fog. 
the house at large to decide upon ; for he 
maintained, that no boagd of treasury 
‘be justifiedin deciding upon such a claim of 

Mr. Wilberforce thought it would be bets 
ter to take sufficient time to consider of the. 
subject. He had himself been a member of 
the committee to which the petition was te. 
ferred, and he undgrstope that the conduct 
of government, in.the affair, would, in 
great mensre) depend on their report. ‘The 
difficulty, lieved, which the lords of 
the treasury*had, was.im) not being, able to 
find a precedent for allowing a demandof ' 
such extetit. For his own part, he thou 
itan extremely hard case.; and though th 
demand of the petitioners might not be 
founded in striet justice, yet, in his opiniony 
they had a, fair claim on the Jiberality 
of parliament. The peculiar hardships‘ 
theiPease. was, thatin ten. days after the go. 
-vernmemt brought in a bill to legalise the 
trade.in"which they were.encouraged: to ems! 
}bark, in consequence of the dispute with) 
'the Northern powers, the embargo was lai@ 
‘on, which occasioned their cargo of Swedish: 
herrings to. be spoiled. 

Mr. Rose said, that he did not give itashis, 
‘opinion, that no compensation ‘should be 
given them, but that the treasury, boam 
/could.not allow such a.claim. by its 
Mr. William Smith explained, that by 
|the ministers consenting to have the.claim 
submitted;to a, committee.of supply, hedid 
not wish.to be understood as saying, that’ 
‘they had, agreed,to his object in doingisoy 
There was a great disadvantage inputting off 
things. of this kind from time to time, asit 


tention. of the house had net been turned, to 


caused great inconvenience to the partici. 
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gid'ieit last was liable to be considered as a 

was not td bé brought forward’ 
He should not, however, for’ the 
present, object to a delay till Friday next, 
that'thé subject nfight not be again 
igerved, atid that nO possible excuse might 
received for the ‘final determination of 
the house. It had been frequently the case, 


dat when ‘subjects’ were ‘postponed from 


any 

day, eek to week, gentlemen considered that 
ay were of no consequence: this could 
' apply to the present subject, which was 
fae Bastion importance, as it affected the 
pore wofidence reposed by mercantile men in 
read | the government of the country ; and it was 
efno inconsiderable magnitude to the indi- 
‘ame tidaals immediately concerned.—The house 
fog. gieed to defer the consideration of the-me- 

che fisof the petition until Friday next. 
;fConpucT or Sr. Vixcent.] Mr 
mof Secretary Windham hoped theshen gent. 
site to him’ Jeffery)"Would not 
bets , on the ground’of ‘the inconvenience 
“mhotions, to’ delay a’ little 
er longet his motion respecting the noble’ Jord. 
ste | Notonly his motion, but the ordér for the 
third. reading of the bil] for repealing the 
in Additional Force aet, st6od for the next day, 
The § ihe could postpone his etn ‘on that ac- 
js of § count, it would be a persone ‘fayour to him. 
sle to Mr Jeffery saidjhe would ‘certainly ra- 


her postpone his Motion for another day, 
than that it should throw any impé@iment in 
thé way of a meastire which ‘he coneeived of 
such greatim portance as that bill; but in-con- 
wating to withdraw his motion for to-mor- 


rality § tow, he relied on its being suffered to come 
ps in’ Without interruption on Wednesda 


y next. 
Lord Henry Petty, itvthe absence 


e 

friend (lord Howick), whamyvould 

haveto take.a material part in the debate on 
with) § tle'subject, requested. the hou.-gent. would 

slate the nature of the charges he meant to 

vedish: forward against the noble earl, to 

his motion was toapply. 
ashis. § Mr. Jeffery replied, that he was resolved 


the course adopted by the hen. 
proseentor (Mr. Whitbread) in’ the im- 
— now ‘pending in “Westminster 
all, who gave in his charges’ only’on the 
torning of the day on*which the house was 


claim § tproceed on them.++On- being ayain ‘ap~ 
he did: pliedto, Mr: Jeffery'stated, that his charges 
atinst earl: St.'Vincent-would ‘be for mis- 
ingiso neghect, ~and ‘mismanagement; 
of Whilst he lord ‘of the 
e, sit [Reorerry Dury Lord Henry 
partic, ‘moved the commitment~of the Pro- 
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.| might be prevehted by ‘a vigilant minis 


[rid 
Speaker's leaving the'¢hair, but he thought 
it incumbent upon him to state his opinion 
of the principle of the bill.” ‘His objections 
to it were fundamental, and not to be done 
away. ‘But he knew the difficulties under 
which"the ministty laboured, and his object 
Was only to clear himself from the charge of 
inconsistency, for he -was not one of those 
who held one opinion while on one side of 
the hoise and another when on another side, 
His opinion was the same’ as before, with 
this addition, that his objections to it had 
been rendered more powerful the augs 
mentation which had taken place in it. He 
‘objected to it as being misnamed, and call= 
ed a Property Tax, when in fact it was an Ins 
come Tax, and, as-such, unjust and tifequal, 
and in some cases cruel and oppressive. 
Having thus stated his objections to the prin- 
ciple, he would, when it came into the 
committee, give’ his assistance to render 
in its “details as unexceptionable as possible. 
He hoped it would -not escape the attention 
of the house that we were now come to _ 
times of difficulgpandiinecessity. The 
ble lord had foun@a difficulty in carrying his 
first taxy and ‘he would feel it more and 
more in future... -It,was not that he wished 
to oppose et: he really trusted that the 
house|would consider that we were come tothe 
life-blgod of the-country iff taxation, in 
propertion as ourdifticulties increased wé 
Gught toattend toother resources. These were 
parsimony and a rigorous levy of the ‘taxes 
at‘presentin force. Great frauds were com- 
mitted in' many branches of the revenue de- 
partments, especially in the Customs, which 
Ministers had no right to demand more nit 
while waste was permitted, and abusés re- 
mained uncorrected. “It was an old saying, 
and a wise one, ‘that ‘* parsimony was the 
“best of all the sources of public reve- 
nue.” He hoped this would be atttend- 

Lord H. Petty admitted the justice ‘of 
many of these remarks, but the greater the’ 
difficulties of tHe country were, the more 
necessity did he find for thistax. As toecde 
‘nomy, he’assured the house, that it was. al- 
ways in his view, and he had frequently urg~ 
éd the necessity of adhering to it. ce 

Mr. W, Smith said, he was convinced: 
that‘His majesty’s ministers were fully im- 
pressed with the necessty of a strict econo- 
my. He agreed with his hon. friend on the 
bench below (Mr. Francis) in most of his 
observations, nor was it necessary for him to” 
add a word to what he had before said on 


Mr, Francis did not mean to object to the. 


this tax. But he rather differed from the 


n 

1 the’ 

be 

nion 
ld be 

at. 


“honourable gentleman as the rigorous 
- ¢ollection.of the taxes. An impartial col- 


Mr. Vansittart replied, that 2 Productive 
‘year would compensate for that loss, and that 


» [ection ought undoubtedly, to be made, but when the average"was low it was a fair modg 


the fortiter in modo, as well as in 7, would 

_wender the taxes ten times more oppressive 

than at present... He believed however, that 
the honourable gentleman meant the same 
thing by the word rigour, which he did by 
the word impartial. 
Mr. Francis explained that by the, word 


pee. rigerous,” he did not mean a ruinous, but 


jganexact collection. He wasno friend to op- 
pression or cruelty, but did wish to trust 
' government with the discretion in matters of 
forbearance. 
_Mr. Fuller complained that the tax was 
on pr noton income, He complain- 
éd of the effect of it on gentlemen of land- 
ed property, who were not to be allowed 
for sums expended on repairs, and were also 


_ to be charged for the annual increase-in the 


value of woods. He expressed a hope that 

next year an income tax would be. substi- 

tuted. 

Mr. Tyrwhit Jongghoped and trusted that 


‘the chancellor of t quer would, in 


the committee, be induced “te relax. of that 
firm inflexibility which.he had shewn res- 
pecting the exemptions, and that the provi- 
sions of the former bill on"that head would 
be restored —The’ house then resolved. itself 


into a committee. 


Mr. Fansittart proposed, that in going 
through the clauses, the marginal abstracts 
should be read, and any clause to which any 
gentlemen wished to propose.an amend- 
might be read.at 
Sir Robert Buxton objected to the first 
élause. He said he never could perceive the 
reason why farmers were to be taxed ina 
aiferent gmanner from other classes of the 
community. Whether the tax were upon 
property or income, he thought their profits 
sould be estimated im the'same way as other 
traders. by 
. Mr. Vansittart said, the reason of the 
difference was, that, from the great number 
of farmers, and the imperfect manner most 
of them kept their accounts, it would be 
difficult, if not impossible, to judge of their 
profits, but by an average. The average 
‘was not taken high, when it reckoned for 
profits only asum equal to three-fourths of 
“the rent paid. There were few farmers in- 
deed who cleared so little. 
~ Mr. Holt Leigh contended, that in a year 
when the farmer might have met casualties, 
. or made no profits, it was unfair that he 
should be rated on an average, 


‘Mr. fuller wished to know, why the 
lish farmer should payrds. 6d. in the pound 
on his rent, while the’Scatch farmer paid 
but a shilling. 
Mr. Vansittart answered, that the reason 
was, that the rent of the Scotch farmer wag 
higher, as he was not burdened with tythes, 
or poor-rates, and therefore, it would not 
be fair to take the same proportion of those 
different rents as the amount to be paid to 
the tax. 
Mr. Holt Leigh observed, that it was ye. 
ry hard that a farmer, “who with a capital of 
three hundred pounds, rented a farm of 
2001. per annum, should pay the tax when 
the’same amount of capital engaged in any 
‘trade, exempt. 
Mr. Huskisson observed, that the hon, 
gent. seemed to think that the tax affected 
capital, whereas it was a tax upon profits, 
and if the profits were made upon 3001. ca- 
pital in farming, itwas butjust they should 
pay it—The clause was then agreed to, 
__Mr. Ker asked, Whether Irish gentlemen, 
who resided si fhonths in England, werélto 
pay for the wh6le year ? 


because ‘no property ‘i Ireland was made 


the names of those resident in their houses, 
or employed by them who were liable to the 
tax, an objection was raised by - alia 
» Mr. S. "Stanhope objected to this task as 
impracticable, How was one to judge who 
was liable? It wasa question whether sere 
vantson board wages, who would thus receive 
above «501. a year, were not liable, while 
servants who were not on board wages, 
but who received larger wakes otherwise 
were not liable-—After long conversa 
tion, 

Mr. Vansitiart promised, that the various 
bearings of the clause, and the hints thrown 
out by the'gentlemen who spoke on it, should 
be considered. 

Mr. Hobson wished to know how the 
owners of the houses were to know who 


morning by three persons from the country, 
'who had acted as commissioners, and they 
begged him to obtain them all the informa¢ 
tign in his power on that head; for they did 
not upderstand by the act who were liable. 


“| 


He yin to know, whether clerks’ i 


Mr. Vansattart’ said “they certainly were 


On the clause requiring persons to return 


were liable? He had been applied to that 


os 
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Whieh formerly existed, came * 


| with all kinds of income he cot 


ais] 


could not pay the ta: 
thetax,. 


than: 160]. a. year, orvonly 100). a year, 


should pay any tax at all? He was pro- 
geeding farther into aview of the general 
merits of the bill, when he was called to 
order. It was then.agreed that the clause 
should be reconsidered,» 

» Mr. Tyrwhit Jones gave notice, that he 
meant to propose a clause imposing a pe- 


alty on assessors ing vexatious sur - 


Robert Buzton,. after making some 
gbservations on that part of the bill which 
allowed. a deduction of two per cent. to 
landlords who paid for the repair of. the 
houses they let out, said, he conceived that 
this deduction .would not cover their ex- 
penses, and” it Was hard the landed 


ifilerest should be subjectit® a higher tax 


gthan others.. He therefore offered a clause 
the consideration,of the cofimittee, the 
purport of which* was, that eight per cent. 
should be deducted from the taxipaid by the 
landlord for all dwelling-houses Kept in re- 
pair by him, and five per cent. for all farm- 
ges. 

Henry Petty Jand tax 
ch higher 
on the land-holder thaieethis ; and as.lafided 
property was now only taxed in ¢ommon 
never 

agree to this clause.—A conversation then 
took place between Mr. S. Stanhope, Mr. 
gi. Jones, Mr. Bastard, and Mr. Wilber- 
force, who supported the clause, and Mr. 
Vansittart, and others, who opposed. it. 
Ahe question was at length called for, and 
the committee divided, when there appeared ; 
clause, 51: against it, 129: majority, 
Qn the clause relatiye to funded pro- 


“eM. Francis agreeably to his former inti- 


| Mation, proposed that the. profits arising 


iftam the interest upon exchequer bills, and 
‘fvery other species of floating public 


| debt, should be subjected to the. tax, and 
fable:to. the same stoppages on the payment | f 


Pithose bills, 
vi 


or the interest thereoy-at t 


val 


property could be. 


on those bills as a_part of their income. “ 
tax would operate this way in a manner less 


deducting from the interest upon the bills, 
as paid’ off.—It was, however, argued in 
reply, by Mr. Franci 
some other meifersithat the more regular 
way, and the,best security against evasion, 
would’Be the mode adopted in the case of all 
other fands; and that while no disadvantage 
whatever couléf arise to the fair: holder of 
floating funds from the&proposed arrange- 
mee the noble lord an 
bo 

power on behalf of the public, for the re- 
gular payment of the tax, and for the pre- 
vention ofigall attempts to evade it.. 
Lord Henry Pepy thought the arguments 
of those hon, members entitied to vey 
degree of respect and .c2ference, and 
quested to have time forfurther considera+ 
tion, not doubting that he Should 
to adopt them, The net was therefore 
postponed to a future stagé of thé bill. 
On the clause .for exempting the property 
of foreigners in the British Funds’ from the 
tax, 
Mr. Francis saWeno reason why this ex- 
emiption should exist, or why the thirteen 
millions belonging to foreigners in the Bri- 
tish Funds, should not be as heavilygtaxed 
as the property of the natives. Ee 

_ Mr, Secretary For was astoriished at the 
opinion expressed by the hon. gent. on this 
subject. For his part, he should consider 
an act, stich as that which he recommended, 
a shameful “confiscation. The bill uuder 
the consideration of the cofmmiftee was 
fog taxing forejgn, “bat “British” subjects, 


Sounjust did he. think such measure, it 


rect return of their aggregate profits in the 
year, would, of course, return. the interést 


than in the ordinary mode 


Mr. W. Smith, and 


the house were , 
d to take the. best security in their” 


re 


> 
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and pnly | bank, species of govern= 
and. a family of four-or, five | ment securities: The hon. gent. ‘sup- 
ghildren ‘each, were to pay the tax ? if, they ported his proposition by clear and 
were, the bill would, his forcible arguments; ‘to'shew that property of * 
essive 5 for:-men.in. such circumstances | that species’ was as fair and as necessary an 
. He did ‘not want to | object, of taxation'as any spécies of funded 
if: he knew if. we tt 
d would have war, we must Pay the taxes;| . Lord Henry Petty, after fully admittidge 
but:he.would take the sense of the house in | the fairnessof the principlé, observed, = 
gome. future stage of the bill, whether per-| the state derived the proposed advantage: 
sons having four children, and not more | another mode, though not in. the precise 
form suggested by the hon. gent.; for a 
great partof the property in exchequer bills 
being in the hands of the directors of the 
bank of England, and of private bankers — 
and reputable merchants, who, it was to be 
resumed, would make an honest and‘cor- 
| 
9 
6 
| | 


ot faith, that if the revenue: resulting from it 
were ever so. great, he should think it his 
duty to'teject it. 


Francis could not couceive why any 


mian, who placed his property in the Britis. 
Finds, ought not to pay for the security he 
yeceived in common with the other creditors 
ef the state. 
_ Mr. Alderman Prinsep observed, that 
Vagenic faith had never been staked more 
to foreigners than to any othefs possessed of 
fanded property, and therefore he did not 
see w hy foreigners should be exempt. The 
eontract was never originally made with 
foreigners; they came into possession of fun- 
-ded property by purchase, As wel] might 
it be contended that the property of a fo- 
, reigner Who gained an income by trade in 
this country, should, be exempt from the 
, tax, as that his funded property should: be 
Lord Henry intitelygwith 
his rt, hon. friend (Mr. Fox). = 
W. Smith confessed there was*much 
plausibility in the argumeats urged against 
ancluding the propert feigners in the 
tax, but was still of opinion, that in justice 
and equity it might be taxed—Mr. Ker 
and sir C, Price, spoke nearly to the same 
effect ; but after Mr. Secret@ty Fox's ex- 
planation, the me gre seemed to be given 
.Mr. Vansitiart immediately ro d 
moved,,that the chairman do report pfo- 
gress, andask leave to sitagain. The house 
was then resumed and the committee ordered 
to sit again to-morrow. 3 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuesdag, May . 


f Dotictes } The house proceeded, as 
usual, to Westminster Hall. They returned 


soon after three, Pen an o was made 
te.proceed further on the trial of lord vis- 
‘count Melville to-morrow and a message 
“was sent to the House of Commons to ac- 
\quaint them therewith.@The-order of the 
‘dgy on the Slave Importation Restriction 
‘bill was discharged, on the motion of the 
duke of Clarence and renewed for Friday.— 
The American Intercourse was read a 
‘third.time and passed} a message sent 
tothe House of Commons to. acquaint them 
‘therewith-Strangers were for a short time 
excluded whilst the house discussed some 
matter of privilege. After our re-admission 
the earl of Westmoreland presented a petiti- 
on from certain Merchants and traders ‘of 
Manchester against the Slaye Importation 


115] PARL. DEBATES, Mar 13, 1806.—Protest against American 


% would involve in it such a flagrant breach 


| 


| the consideration of his majesty’s m 


Intercourse Bill. 


1 | 
Restriction pill, which was ordered to lieon HW" yy 
the table.—Strangers were again» for a short 
time s.excluded. .After.our  re-admissiog, 


of Jord Aucklatid, deferred till to-morrow, 
ROTEST AGAINST AMERICAN Tye 
TERcouRSE bill intitled 
Act for enabling his majesty.in couhei),.g 
permit the Importation sand Exportation 
into and from his majesty's territories inthe 
West-Indies, and Continent of South Ame: 
rica, of certain Goods and Commodities ig 
Neutral Ships intime of War. Dissentma 
Ist, Because no proof whatever has been - 
adduced to shew either the expedie 
necessity of a measure,.which facilitates and 
systematically establishes the suspension of 
our Navigation and Colonial Laws; and 
thereby sacrifices to Foreigners, the Su 
Trade of the British West India Settlements, 
t@'which the United Kingdom and its des 
rightfully entitled in retum 
for the monopoly they afford at their own 
niarket to the produce of those Settlamenie 
2dly, Because the bill will transfer respons 
sibility from the West India’ Governors to, 
his majesty’s ministers at home ; that is, it 
will take responsibility from those who alone 
can be judges ofthe necessity, and will gift 
it to his majesty’s ministers at a. great diss 
tance, who cannot possibily have any inforrig 
mation in duétime to,enable them to act on; 


fit ear] Nelson.was, on: the motioy 


emergency,5 therefore the power of suspen« yhick 
ding the be ultimately delegated pect 
tothe persons from whom the‘responsibility 
will be removed, to persons who actually, 


derive great emdlument fiom the frequency 
of the abuse. 3dly, Because it will ulti- 
mately render our West India settlements) | 
dependent on the American States.  4thly,, 
Because thie British Colonies in North Ame. 
rica will be ruined, or greatly prejudiced, 
in consequence of the admission of foreign 
American Shipping to the Supply Trade to, 
the British West Indies. »5thly, Because,’ 
Ireland in particular will be dependent on 
the discretion orcaprice of Ministers or Gover 
norsfor the Provision tradeto the West Indies, 
6thly, Because, through the relaxations and. , 
suspensions of the navigation-laws, ourcartys, 
ing trade and commerce are transferred to fos 
reigners, the value of British shipping great.’ 
ly depreciated, and the increase of foreign. 
shipping employed in our trade, compared’ 
with the increase of British shipping being 
in the proportion of 12to 1, ship-building) 
is so alarmingly discouraged in this 
kingdom, that only two ships ‘for the mete) 


t 


chant seryice have been built in “the 
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he 


it 


‘Bi steadily carried on as heretofore in British 


» Bieigy Residence act, and mentioned that it 
Mehis intention to proceed in the same) 


ffm the lords announced their intention of 


na 


Gi > A, 


River ‘Thames since December 1802, a 


nearly three years and a half, and 
‘two are now building there, dnc 
shipsbuilding in'general in the several ports 
of this kingdom has decreased’ nearly in the 
site ‘proportion. -7thly, Because if the 
United Kingdom and «its 
notyatall times, furnish the necessary ar- 
titles to the British West Indies (the contrary 
Hofwhich, however,, may be proved) the 
intercourse with the States for 
spplies. may and can be most: surely and 


Shipping, navigated according to law, of 
whieh there is and has been a large number 
wemployed since neutral yessels have “been 
itted to enter the ports of the British 

st India settlements. 8thly, Because, if 


PARL. DEBATEs, 


806.—Minutes. 


of the House of the 27th Pebruary ‘last, 
Ordered to lie on the table-—Lord Morpeth’ 
moved, that the ‘accounts,’ stating thes 
amount of the bonds, deeds, and other: 
debts of the East-Itidia Company, if ‘theo. 
several presidencies, ‘with the rate of inters. 


Mar 13, I 


“dependencies can- and its: annual amount, “presented 
ril, 1805,’ should’ be 


the 13th of . 
Ordered.—Sir 


ilip‘ Stephens  présenteg/, 
Bished for the Navy, by contract, during ? 
‘the last five years. 


read a first and ordered to be read a second * 
time to-morrows—Mr “Robson gave notice, 
that, ‘on Friday next, he wonld’ moge for * 
certain papers ‘respecting the’ Barrack’ 
partment.—The irish Annuity bill’ 


he'Ships of the\American States are _per- 
ited to enter the ports of the British West. 
ndiés, ‘they. will at thé same time iftroduce, 
sithey do:at present, all East India and Eu- 
mopean goods, to thedetriment of the British 
Eat India Company, and to the shipping, 
the manufactures, and* commerce of the 
United Kingdontand its dependencies. Last- 
(Because the Petitioners.against this bill, 
uhoprayed that they might be allowed to state 
low they'shall be ‘aggrieved ‘thereby, have 
“to be heard, notwithstanding 

strong allegations Stated in their’ petitions 
whichthey offered to prove by the, most res- 
pelitile evidence at the Bar of the House. 

(Signed) 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Mr. Fellowes’ brought up.a 
from the Committee examine in- 
b the Returns of the Bishops under the 


mauier every year in order to ascertain how 
ithe Act had been efficient. The report 
to lie onthe Table.—A message 


meeding in the trial of lord Melville to- 
titow, and their having passed a bill to 
mit the King in Council to allow certain 
ais to be exported from and imported into 
pe West India Colonies. in neutral vessels 
ming’ the war, ‘to which they desired the 
Mitutrence of the house.—Mr. Hurst pre- 
aie: Petitions’ from the Lawyers, Solici- 
My and'Attornéys practising in the Mar- 
‘against'the Small Debt Court 


read'a second time, and ordered to’ becom’ 
itted'to-morrow.—The Irish Loan bill, and’ 


the-Treagury Bills bill, were ‘committed! 
Mr. Parnell gave notice, ' that to-morrow he’! 
would move'for an account of the number of ’ 
‘Irish and English bank-notes now in circu?” 
Aation.—On the SF the Secretary 
War, the Mutiny bill ‘was read a second © 
time. Ordéred to be committed to-morrow.— 
Mr.’ Owen (from the Directors of the East 
India Company) @ftended at the door; ‘he 
‘was edlled in; and at the bar presented to“ 


account of the Annual Revenues of the East’ 
India Cempany, in the Provinces of Bengal,” 


| Bahar, and Orissa, and-from Benares and 


Oudé, underthe heads of mint or coinage 
duties, Post “Office !'Collections Benares 
Revenue, Oude’ subsidy and revenue, lané 

revenues, judicial customs, the’ 


‘| receipts from the sales’ of ‘salt and opixim, 
ears 1901-2, 


and stamp duties, for the thr 
1802-3, and 1803:4; together “with the 
estimate of the same, for the “year'1604-5, ° 


and ‘an account of ‘the annual charges de~~ 


frayed by the’ East India Compeny; the af 
provinces of Bengal} Bahar, Orissa, ' 
and ‘in Benares and Onde, distinguishing 


the same under thé respective heads of. civil, ©“ 


judicial, military and, matine, the charges: 
of buildings and’ fortifieations, of collecting 
the revenues and ‘customs, the advancés ” 
and charges on salt and opium, and the 

charges of the stanrp office, for the three 

years 180-2, 1802-3, and 1803-4; 
-gether with the'estimate-of the for the 
‘year 1804-5; and also; 2,;A compurison 
of the East India Company, in’ the provin- 
ces ‘of Bengal,; Bahar, and Orissa, and ul. 
“from Benares and Qude,-weder the heads 
of mint or coinage duties, post office collec- 


Ordered to lie on the Tdble. 
‘Owen presented Acéounts from the 
ludia Company, pursuant to an order 


tions, Benares revenue, Oude subsidy and 
revenues, land revenues, judicial fees, &c. 


an account. of the Iron and Iron Wares’ fur-°. 


Ordered to‘‘lie on’ the 
table-—The Turnpike Amendment bill was~- 


the’ house, pursuant to their orders ; 1,“ An 
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Mar 13, [120 
from the sale saber with the estimate of the sathe for the 
year, account of thé anny). 
;1803-4, and of the:, char+)| al charges'defrayed by the East India 
ges defrayed by the said company in the| pany, at the: presidency of Bombay,’ and, 
subordinate thereto; distin, 
distinguishing the same under the respective | guishing the same under the respectiva, (Mt 
ial, military'and marine,| military, buildings and fortifications; ang. 
buildings and fortifica~}the charges of collecting the revenues and) 
_tions,,of collecting. the, revenues and cus- | customs, for the three years 1801-2, 1802.3,: 
toms, .the advances and charges om,account} and 1803-4; together with the‘estimateog, 
of salt and opium, and the “tharges of the | the same for the ‘year 1804-5; and alsoy§) 
“stamp office,.for the same year; and comparison of estimated ‘and ‘actua} 
; Anaccount of the annual revenues of the}amount of the revéfities of the East-India 
ast India Company, at the presidericy of}}Company, at the Presidency of Bombay, : 
Fort Saint George, and the settlements} and the settlements subordinate thereto, 
thereto, and in, the Carnatic | under the heads of land revenues, Customs, 


and Northerm Circars, under the heads of | farmsy*and licences; &e: for the year 1803-45) 9 
mint.or duties, post office collec- | and ofthe charges defrayed for the sameyear: 
tions, sea and land customs, subsidies from |,by the said Company, in the said Presidency! " 
the Nabob of Arcot, from the Rajah of ‘Tan. | and settlements; distinguishing the 
jore, &c. and land revenues, and farms.and spectively under the several heads of: 

for the three years 1-2, | civil, marine, militafy, buildings, and ‘for. 

1802-3,, and 1803-4; together wi es-'| tifications, and’ collecting ‘the revenues'and: § 

timate of the same for the year 1804-5 ;—| customs; and “also; 7, Ain” account’of the wd 

and an account of the annual charges defray- | annual charges defrayed by the East-Indig § 1 

ed, by the East India®ompany, at the pre- | Company, for the management of theirtrads Js 

-sidency of Fort Saint George, and thesettle- {and commerce in Bengal, at Madras,-and it 

ments subordinate thereto, andin the Car-| at Bombay, so far as the can be distm, 

natic and Northern Circars;, distinguishing | guished from ‘Civil or other charges, 

the same under the respective. heads of civil, | respectively, for the three years 1801-2) § ir 

military, buildings and |.1802-3, ahd 1803-4; together withthe 

the. charges of collecting the reverugs and | estimate of the same for the ‘year 18045; 3 
customs,’ for the three. years 15@%-2;|andalso; An account of the expensesof 
1892-3,.jand 1803-4; together with the|the residency of Fort Marlborough andiits: ok 

“estimate of the same for the year 1804-5; | dependencies, for the three -years 18012, Wit 
and.also; 4, A comparison (of .the estima-| 1502-3, 1803-4 ; together with the estimate 4 
ted and actual amount of the revenues of the | of the sani@ for the year 1804-5; andalio; 

East India Company, ,at’ the’ presidency of |g, Amount of the expenses of the islandof 
Fort Saint’ George and the settlements | Saint Helena, and the factory of Canton, op 
subordinate thereto, and in the Carnatic | for the three ‘years 1801-2, 1802-3, and a 
and Northern Circars,,ander the heads of| 1803*45 ‘and also; 10,° Abstract estimatd 
mint or, coinage, duties, office collec- | of the probable resources and disbursements! 
tions, sea and land customs, "subsidies from | of the Bengal government, from 1st of May, 
the Nabob of Arcot, Rajah of Tanjore, &c. | 1804, to 30th April, 1805; andalso; 1, J a 

Jand revenues, and farms; and: licences, for | Abstract estimate of the probable resources’ it 
ai ear 1804-5 ; and of thecharges defray- | and disbursements of the Madras: 
for the saggy oat by'the said company, | ment, from 1st May, 1804, to 30thApril, om 

in the said presidency and settlements, and| 1805; and also; 12, Abstract estimaterof 

1 in the» Carnatic and Northern Circars ; | the resources and disbursements of the Bom al 

t distinguishing the same, respectively, under | bay government, from Ist May, 1804;to§ © th 

the several heads of civil, military, buildings | 30th April, 1805; and also 13, A-genenh ar 
_and fortifications, and collecting. the reve-| abtract of the estimates of the revenues and § A 

pues and customs; and also; 5; An ac-| charges of the presidencies Fort Williamy ec 

‘count of the annual revenues; of the East-| Fort Saint George, and Bombay, from/lst 

India Company, at the presidency of Bom- | May, 1804. to the 30th April, 1805; and # ° of 

bay, and the settlements subordinate there- | also; 14, An account of the amount received | al 

"to, ucder the heads of land revenues, cus- | at the several presidencies of Fort William, $V 
toms, farms and licences, &c. forthe. three Fort Saint George, and Bombay, for salet j Ms 
years 1801-2, 1802-3, and 1803-4; to-| of — goods and stores, and for certifi x 


1% 


te 
| ¥ 
| 
| 
| 
| 


resco 


Ist 


» East-Indies, on 30th April, 1904; 


® 


pital stock, on the 1st day of March, 1805; 


counsel: in the ancient Court ef Marshalsea 
fof the King’s household, and: of the Court 


Marshalsea of the King’s household, and of 


cates on Court of Directors, within the | the Court of his. Majesty's. palace: F West-. Sy 
thee years 1801-2, 1802-3, ‘and 18094; | minster; were severally presented tothe, 


r with. the estimate of the same for 
the'year 1904-5; and also; 15, Amount of 
the:bond:and other debts owing by the Bast- 
dadiacCompany at the several presidencies 


itherates of interestwhich such debts re) 
spectively carry; and the annual amount o 
‘guchiinterest; and also; 16, An-account of 
the!amount of debts. subscribed’ in ‘India, 
petween 30th April, y and the 1st May, 
1904, agreeable to rt's orders of thé 
June, 1793-; and.also; 17, Abstract 
statement of the receipts and disbursements 
‘ofthe Bengal government, from the Ist of 
May; 1803; to the.g0th April, 
also; 18, Abstract statement of the'téceipts 
and disbursements of the Madras govern- 
ment, from Ist May, 1803, to 30th’ April, 
#1804; andialso; 19, Abstract 
othe receipts and disbursements of the Bom 
\government, 1st May, 1803, to 30th 
Aprily’804 "and also; 20, An account of 
othe:balance of quick stock, exhibiting a 
state-of the,Company’s affairs in respect to 
ptheir debts assets, as they stood at the 
eseveral. presidencies of Fort William, Fort 
Saint George, and Bombay, ‘and at. the 
residency of Fort Marlborough, at the 
seonclusion of the year 1803-4-; and also ; 
An. account. gf the prime cost of all 
jcargoes ypurchased imIndia, and shipped for 
eEurope,’ in thesiyear 1803-4, together with 
the-commercial: charges at each presidency,’ 
not added to the invoice ; and also; 22, An 
t of Stock; per computation, of the 
East4India Company, exclusive of their ca- 


tandalso; 23, An account of the amount of 
“all goods sold at the East-India Company’s 
gales, from ist March, 1804, to Ist March, 

1805; and’also; 24, An estimateof profit. 

and loss on the East-{ndiajCompany’s sales 
*in England, and other rafts, for the year 

ending March, 1805; other pay- 
“ments in England deducted therefrom.” To- 
gether with-a list; and then he withdrew ; 
andthe said list was read. Ordered, ‘That 
thes’said: accounts: do lie upon the table, 
‘eandbeprinted forthe members of the house.— 
»A petition of several barristers at law and 


his Majesty's palace of Westminster ; and 
Avipetition of several persons, being 
sworn attornies of the ancient Court of the 


| May’ instant ; ther 


house and read; taking notice of the bill to F 
explain, amend, and render more effectual, 
two acts passed in the 22d and 32d years of ~ 
his late. Majesty, for the more easy and . 
speedy récovery of small debts within the 
town and borough of SOuhwark, and the. 
several parishes and’ places in the said acts 
petitioners have, at a very great expense to 
attornies to the said.courts, where they enj oy. 
la right of practising exclusively and possess® 
frepholds in such’ their offices; and that, 
their rights and interests will be most mate-_ 
rially injured’by: the billy. and no provision 
is made to remunerate them for the great 
losses ‘which they must of necessity’sustain if. 
the same should pass into.a law; and. 
raying, that they may, be heard, 

y themselves ‘or counsel against the said billy. . 
or that they may be otherwise relieved, in, 
such @anner as the house shall think fit. — 
And the said petitions were severally ordered 
to be referred. to the consideration of the - 
committee, to’ whom the said bill is com- — 
mitted ; aud the petitioners are tobe heard, 
by themselves or counsel, before the said 
committee, ypon their petitions, if they - 
think fit. Ordered, That it be an instruc- 
tioh,.to, the said committee, that they de. 
admit counsel to be heard, at any time, in fas - 
vour of the saidbill against the said petitions ;__ 
and that all who comme to the siad committee 
avevoiees.—A petition of severalinhabitants 
f the city,of Glasgow, in the county of La- 
nark, was sare to the house, and read ;_ 
setting forth, ‘that inpursuanceofleavegrant- _ 
ed by the house, upon 25th day of April last, 
notices have been civellliee the application — 
to the house,. for leave to bring: bill for 
supplying thé city and stburbs’ of Glasgow 
with water from the river Clyde; aiid that .. 
the map or plan.of the aqueduct’ thereingde- 
scribed was deposited with the clerk of the . 
peace of the said. county jon the 3d da of 
e praying, that 
leave may be‘given to bring in a bill for the 
purposes aforesaid.” Ordered, “That the, 
said petition be referred to the considération’ , 
of a committee ; and that they do examine. 
the matter thereot, and report the same, as. . 
itghall appear to them, to the -house. And. 

a committee Waty appointed accordingly; 
and they have poWer to send for persons, —_ 
papers, and records.—-Mr Lee reported from...“ 
the ‘committee, to whom the bill for the. 


a 


af 


| 
ind 
ved 
im, 


eommitted ; that’ the committee had exami- 


_ time.—Mr. Henry Shelly reported from the 


mean to detain the house, but wis 
||| offer a few observations on the mode of pro- 


from the town of Kilcullen, in the county 
“of Kildare, to the. town of, Carlow, was 


ned and found that the order of the house, 
fi the 13th day of March last, directing 
tices to be given of the application to 
pafliament for the’ purposes mentioned in 
the petition for the bill, three times in the 
Dublin Evening Post, and by, affixing the 
said notices for’seven days on the. respective 


doors where the sessions are held forthe coun- 


Set Kildare and Carlow, had been complied 
with; and that the committee had gone 
through the bill, and made, several amend- 
ments thereunto, which they, had directed 
him fo report to the’house ; aud he read_ the 
report in his place, and afterwards delivered 
the ‘bill, with the amendments, in at the 
table, where the amendments were read, 
| agreed to by the house. Ordered, 

flat the bill, with the amendments, 
grossed.—Sir Hew Dalrymple Hamilton 


presented to the house. (accorditig to ofder) | 


a bill to provide. a fund for. repairing and 
improving the harbour’ of “Dunbar, and 
other public works, within the Burgh of Dun- 
bar ; and the same was received, and read the 
first time, and ordered to be read a second 


committee, to: whom -the bil] for »pavia 


lighting, cleansing, watching, rainy 


improving, and regulating the roads, streets, 
and othér public passages and places, within 
the borough of Lewes, in the county of Sus 
sex, and for removing and preventing nui- 
sances and encroachments therein, was 
committed ; ‘* that the.committeé*had ex- 
amined the allegations of the bill, and found 
the same to be true ; aiid that the committee 
had gone through thebill, and made several 
amendments thereunto, which they had di- 
‘rected higto reportte thehouse; andheread 
thereportin his place, andafterwards delivered 
the bill, with the amendments, in at the ta- 
ble, where the arcendments were read, and 
agreed to by the “House.” Ordered, That 
the bill with the amendments, be in- 
OF THE ADDITIONAL FORCE. 
BILL.] —Mr.Seeretary Windham moved the 
order of the day for the third reading of the 
Additional Force Repeal bill. On the 
question being put, 
Sir J. Pulteney rose and$aid, he did not 
d to 


ceeditig thathad been followed, and the line 
of argument that had been pursued through 
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| amending and tepairihg of the road leading 


tive 
eBill. 
this question, -, When..on. that; 
side of house they had adverted inthe» 
course of argument to the plans proposed by: 
the hon. gent. {Mr. Windham) they 
been told that they ought to confine: thems, 
selyes to the mer'ts of the, Additional Foing,, 
| bilFalone. This he thought, however, 
by no means'a just way of reasoning, bes» 
cause it wags not possible they could fairly » 
estimate the’merits of-that bill, 
ing into. their calculation at the same: time’ 
neasure that was intended to succeedsity 
Could the measures intended to come in, the : 
room. of this bill be pointed out to the house» 
as in any apert superior to it, either in its. 
immediate efiects or permanent 
ces, mode convincing them of). 
the propriety of abolishing the bill, was to.” 
point out this superiority. On the contrary,” 
if they were convinced of the superiority of 
‘thi8 mode of raising men, to any of the new: 
measures proposed by the gentlemen over they 
way, it was most natural for them to compare 
it in its effects and bearings with those news) 
measures in contemplation. Though those 
measures had pot been specifically.and indi- jy: 
vidually before. the house, yet it could not~ 
be supposed they should yet be ignorant of 
them after they had been so ably developed 4 
ina speech of four hours by the rt. hon. se~ | 
cretary; else, to what purpose a speech of» 
such length and minuteness thought 
if fair, therefore, to view those projects. as 


tifiable to compare their , probable effeets.a™ 
th the effectsia@lready produced, and 
still likely to be derived from the Additional 7 
Force bill. The hon. bart. then recapitulated 
most of the arguments he had used on a fors:: ” 
mer day against the repeal of the bill, though 
he readily concurred with any measure that 9! 
would render the life of the old soldier more» ! 


comfortable ; el for this reason, of 27 


an additional Chelséa, allowance to the sols «i 
dier who retired from service, either from” * 


or from any particular suffering he had exe»: 
perienced)in the execution of his duty. 


was decidedly hostile to any thin 
ence being connected with the soldier, while = 


“of the remarkable tendency of any such ads 1+ 


ardour, and diminish the spirit of enterprise 


acknowledged, "he said, that no immediate 
effect was to be expectéd from their new 
measure, andif no beneficial result was ta” 


the length of time he had been in the army, 

While he approved of this, however, he + 9% 
like afflu< 
engagedin the service, convinced as he was<i 4 
vantages to destroy discipline, to enfeeble the 


in the soldier. The gentlemen opposite 


already before the house, and therefore) Baty: 
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he expected this year, what right had they, 
be 


Sach effects next year? ‘Wereywe | the benefit was lost.’ A certain district whic 


then’ forward, he added, through a 
period ‘of eight yearsyears before we could 

‘om their arrangement ? 
thovight a very capital objection to 
the'tépeaPof the Additional Force bill, 


yeteive ar 


good effects of whichthey had already 
plan had nothing immediate in it.. 


ev humbers, and 
ofthe'terin, they wo 


in the “opinion that ‘i would engage i 


athe army during war. Of the 


passed, and the next morning fourteen» 


& the sixteen deserted. Tits it was the ah 


dinary recruiting, and the high bounties, 


The that foundthe men; and however. willin 
object was to entist men for a shorter time, | he was-to vote for the repeal of this bill 


t on the expiratio 
engage again, 
others would more easily be found in their} his rt. hon. friend 
room, This was a speculation in which he 
was not'so sanguine as the rt. hon. gent. but 
sail events he was averse to the a 


against discharging the men in time of war 


We other three were ‘hot so decided, 


tause that part of the question had not come 
under their'consideration. It was not the 
practice, of any country in Europe to dis- 
tharge men in time of war, their 


fm of service may have exp 


n| which now pfoved inefficiént ; and con- 
vinced, a8 he was, of the honourable, patri- 

otic, and zealous motives which induced 
(Mr. Windham), to 
propose the new plan he had suggested, yet 
he could venture to assure his rt. hon. fiend, 
that in many of the sanguine hopes he had 


‘ rteen | expressed for the success of that measure, he 
geietal officers whose opinions had been ta- 


fen On this point, eleven were decidedly 


would find himself egregiously mistaken, 
more especially in that part where he ex- 
pected.to do away large bounties, without! 
any disadvantage to the recruiting service ; 
for he really feared, that the system of large 
bounties"had prevailed ‘too much of late 
years, and was too deeply impressed upon 
the minds of tlie common people, to be 


d, ‘Lhe |.abandoned during the continuance of the 
Qrlonnance of the French Monarchy in 


1788, contaitied an express exception to dis- 
durging the men in time of war, though} ment for short periods, he was convinced it 


present war, without totally destroying the 
recruiting service. ‘With respect to enlist- 


service of eight years may have | would be productive of recruits. He- 
f 


apiredyethey had only an additional allow- | had himSe 
aceper month till the end of the war, when | service, 
hey weredischarged. He thought the | whenga limited period of enlistment for fife *- 

seond batallions under the Army of Reserve | y 
and the Additional Force act, the best 


wid bea vast expence and 


a raised them by the intervention 


of 


during the American war; an 


as, proposed, the effects were imme- 
ly and rapidly felt, im an, extraordinary 


mem for keeping up “the arty of this | accessign of men. But, as to the idea of dis- 
quntryt; and he could not consent to the | charging mer®during a war, he could by no 
ttpeal of the Additional Force act, until a | means agree toit, conviieéd, as he was, that 
keter system was offered, than that propo-| it might be ruinous to the s 
®ibythe rt. hon. gent, He had no objec- | cially the colonial part. 
fi to see the experiinent tried: but it 
hould be without risking the diminution of 
ieexisting army. It was contended, that 
itless the practice was gené@ral, it would 
Wetise to inconvenient and “Yhvidious dis- 
But he that there 
‘Hiconvenience 
ite-engaging the men, if it was general. 
General Loftus had voted for the Addi- 
mal Force act, iti the hope that it would 
ive beeneffectual. If the parishes had 
lied the:men, he was sure the act would 
been “highly beneficial, for local 
wviedge and personal connection would 
prevented desertion. But the parish 
fers, ‘instead of raising the men them- 


ice, and espe-, 
ith the insertion 
of the word “ five, or seven years, or du-. 
“ring the war,” he was réady to votesfor, 
the plan of his rt. hon. friend, convinced; 
as he was, that it could not injure the ser- 
vice, and that the very young men, so dis- 
charged, after being a-short time with theif 


trulyadvantageous to the recruiting serviée, 
‘than that of ascertaining to the ‘veteran sol. 
dier, that, after a service of twenty-one 
years, he should enjoy his pension for the 
remainder of his life, without being again. 
liable to be dragged fromphis family, to eke - 
out, at a distant place, remainder of. 
twenty-five years, ashad been the case, and __ 
had-excited sensations of disgust, extreme-. 


¥ 


recruiting serjeants crimps, and thus 
had.to furnish sixteen men, hadMobtained 


them from London, bylthe aid of a recruit- 
‘ing serjeant; they were. taken down, and 


een employed on the resp 


friends, would be anxious to re-enlist; but. 
there was no principle that would be thore 
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re 
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‘to that 


“posé the repeal of this bill, and to express 
t of astonishment at that sort of | 


“this bill, 


- rience. But the rt. hon. gent. hotwi 


gular, he considered. as intimately connected 


recruiting. 

Lord’De Blaguiere said in 

Pie of the enlistment for term for years. 
Mr. Yorke said, he rose once more,to op- 


some degr 
‘@ignified and determined silence with which 
the rt. hon. gent. had treated every endea- 
‘vour to elicitfrom bim some further, and 
detailed explanation, of the sute 
‘which he proposed to substitute in place of, 
Which he now called the 
house to repeal, without condescending to 
shew them, by any explanation or argument, 
that in Such terrible times as the present 
‘could justify»them in abandoning a bill, 
which, though not so ‘productive as it was 
expected to be by the rt. hon. gent. who in- 
‘troduced it, was yet pr 
5 . It was surely but reasonable, be- 
fore the independent members of that house 
could be expected by any set of ministers to 
abandon a bill, by the operation of which, 
10,000 recruits a year were superadded to 
the production of the ordinary recruiting ser- 
vice, which was 12,000 men per annum, 
that some candid explanation should be given 
of the plan to be stbstituted in its place, and 
the merits of that plan fairly Submitted, to 
some discussion, in order that the House 
ight be enabled to form an estimate of the 

of that which they were to offegfin lieu 

- of that which they abandoned, and of whith 
‘they already knew the value fro 
tand- 
ing all thé questions put to him, all the soli- 
citation by which he was repeatedly urged to 
come to some discussion. on his plan, pre- 
served the’ most inexorable taciturnity, and 
would net deign to enter into any further 
explanation of a measure, which went to 
involve the very existence of the country, 

. the discussion of which should of absolute 
wiecessity precede any repeal of the ptesent 
measure. The rt. hon. gent. then proceed- 
ed, at considerable length, to recapitulate 
many of his former objections against, the 
by the rt. hon.. secréfary,. 
which, so far.from being digressive or. irre- 


with, and perfectly relevant to, the subject 
now before the house. It was obvious al- 
ready, from returns before the house, that 


the annual decrease of the army by casualties.) 


‘was’ 15,000 men, and that the’supply by re-. 
cruifs, under the ordinary system, was 


- 12,000 men, and by the bill now in question 


ie the proportion of its population, 


ctive to a degree |, Lhe system of balloting, which had been, 
far beyond what he (Mr. Yorke) co 


nal Foray, 


annum to, of 4 
not the rt. hon. gent. then vouehsafe.to 
how his measure, was likely to produce sue} 
a supply of men, before he venturedito.eali 
on that house to abandon, and set Jc all 
the old and established systems of rectuiti 
the army, which had maised the public. fore 
of this country to a, pitch unparalleled in any 
former had of its history, and greatly bes 


ny scale ever witnessed in any country of 

urope. In fact, the only rational principle 
in the rt, hon. gent.’s plan, was copied from 
the Army of Reserve bill, which, gave men 
the. option of enlisting for a limited, or 
serviee ; and that bill would be abolished. 
the present, as well as every other mode of 
recruiting hitherto adopted with advantage, 


culiarly advantageous in raising the foreg 
of the couintry to“ its present pitchy. 
to be abandoned for a system of voluntary 
enlistment with low bounties, which 
man must be convinced, from the experience 
of the last ten years, was totally inadequate 
to keep up the army to its: ordinary force; 
even under the present annual diminution of 
casualties. But what would become of such 
a system, when the probable losses in battle 
were to be added to the computation? Hi. 
therto, this country had been inthe habit of 
making war upon easy terms, and rarely lost 


{ 
a great number of men in the field sincethe § ! 
affair of Fontenoy, when she lost about 
men: but, supposing that the seat of wat 
with the enemy should be in England ot § * 
Ireland, it was clear that if ever the enemy, d 
were able to effect such an invasion, it must b 
be with an immense force, and we must be, b 
prepared to reckon pon a_ probable loss.of 
even 30,000 men in the first few battles. ; 
How then was the system of the rt-hom 
gent. to provide for such a contingency, and, b 
supply such a loss,.when the salvation ofthe 
empire might: depend upon critical mo i 
ment? It was impossible to excuse the pete i 
tinaeity. of the rt. hon. gent. and: those who; ie 
supported him, in continuing to advise his 
majesty to the adoption of a system which 
they knew. in their hearts. wasyprecarious; 
uncertain; and therefore dangerous, and {6 
abandon one which had been found adequalé ; 
to every good purpose. . He could only a hi 
count for it. by supposing .them infatuated, 
a foolish . persuasion, that, now, whel i, 
they were his majesty’s sworn servants..and oa 
counsellors, they were bound by some for 
mer pledge to carry into operation 
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n thoe 


- of office, to embarrass those ministers whose 
places they now filled, But,.upon them- 


wild theories they had suggested while out 


selves would fall the heavy responsibility for 


any ill Consequences resulting to the 
rsa those philosophical theories and sent 


ental speculations, with which they h 
gmused their fancies, upon the feelings arfé 
opinions of commomsoldiers. For his own 

t, he would not agree to surrender the 
present bill without something obviously 
better to put in its place; He never would 


consent to abandon the system which had" 


pheld the force of this country since the 1e- 
yolution, in complaisance to any system 
adopted in France, Germany, or elsewhere ; 
he never would consent to relinquish the 
allotting system in times like these, which 
lad proved so certain and efficient in 
gthening our armies. And as to rais- 

‘a militia without it, if he could suppose 


it possible that any minister would advise} 


his majesty to such a measure, without the 
gaction of an.act of parliament, and that 
any failure of the public safety should be the 
consequence, he-did not hesitate to say, that 
sich ministers would deserve to lose their 

Eyre considered the bill for the 
peal of the Additional Force act net as part 
Tite right hon. gent’s. plan, but as making 
way for it. When this impediment was 
removed the. plan would come after. The Ad- 
ditional Force act .was a bad measure,. and 


thtrefore, it was right to get rid of it. This he 
sid, considering it without reference to any | 


thingelse. If it had not prod the men 
by the exertions of the parish officers, but 
bya competition which checked the ordi- 
lary recruiting, the mischief was evident. 
The act it was said, had become operative 
ftom the time that it had been explained by 
the inspecting field officers. He disliked 
Ly explanation. These were not the 

itutional explainers but the deputy 
ligatenants, They were better explainers to 
the crimps than to the parish officers, and 
therefore the men were not had for less than 
Mguineas. If a reduction was not made 
mthis, the country would not have less than 
dinillion to expend in bounties. It was not 
oly a more efficient system that was 
ligeessary, but a more economical one. The 
iMprovement of the condition of the soldier 
Would afford great inducements to enter into 
ihe service. The limitation of the term 
Would also attract greater numbers, and bet- 
fffmen. ‘These things would tend to im- 
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prove the character of the soldier, which was 
also a most essential point. &, 
Mr. Secretary Windham did not feel him- 


self called upon to enter at lenzth into the 
arguments which were now brought for- 
ward: but asa right hon. gent. (Mr. Yorke)” 
had seemed to consider his silence as in some 
degree contumelious to the house, he must 
say that there could be no contumely in not 
replying to arguments which did not pro- 
perly belong tothe subject of debate. He, 
didnot mean to say, that there was any im- 
propriety in the right hon. genulémen’s in? 
troducing those topics, or that they ought 
not to have been introduced, -but he must 
complain that they dwelt exclusively upoa 
topics that hadya very distant connexioh 
with the subject, and hardig said a word 
upon the subject itself. - Surely the nature 
of the bill that was to be repealed, was a 
consideration as material as any topic that 
could be connected with it. He had ex- 
| pected a different line of argument when the’ 

| noble lord (Castlereagh) moved for such an 
;inmimense mass ef papers; but instead of 
‘that, he was much astonished at hearing 
: that noble lord himself afterwards say, “that 
he gave little weight to arguments that were 
‘drawn from papers.” The argument from 
| the papers must have been much against the 
noble lord before he could make such a de- 
claration» it reminded him of the very bad 
symptom in the case of Sir Roger de Coverly 
when he “lost his roast beef appetite ;” and 
when'the noble lord could speak with 
tétapt of papers and details, it was’ pretty 
evident, the arguments they afforded were 
much"against.him. Not being willing, how- 
ever, to imitate the example of the gentle- 
men opposite on this subject, he would con- 
fine himself to the consideration of the act, 
the repeal of which was now before the 
house. For a year after it had passed, no- 
thing was heard of it; not only in the town 
but in the country. Every body was asking 
what had become of it. At last it was con- 
sidered dead. Then came the famous let- 
ter from lord Hawkesbury, and, as appeared 
by the first volume of papers on the tabley a 
kind.of coroner’s inquest sat on the act. As 

it seemed to be the fashion in modern novels, 
to begin instead of ending with a marriage, 
by way of giving a new turn and astonishing 
their readers, so in the details in these papers, 
they commenced with the death of the hero 
of them. He should be very unwilling to 
disobey the admonition de mortu's nip nisi 
** bonum,” but the fact was that he was nat 
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really dead. ‘This was soon suspected. A 
looking glass was applied to his mouth, and 
it was with joy found that he stained it with 
his breath. Immediately the whole appara- 
tus of the Humane Society was set to work. 
Bellows, flannels, hot water, and friction, 
were used with persevering industry; and by 
slow degrees resuscitation began to take 
place. ‘The act, it seemed, was like those 
aromatic plants which would not yield their 


“scent, until they had been chafed and rub- 


bed a lite. The title of the bill was “ a 
bill to provide a permanent force for the de- 
fence of the country;” butin its operation it 
was any thing else. There was a mortal 
rinciple in the very stamina of it, which 
went to destroy it. [fit succeeded, it would 
have been but’a temporary measure. He 
must, indeed, allow that there never was any. 
great danger of that, or any likelihood of its 
becoming felo-de-se on account of its suc- 
cess. If the quota it was to raise was 0,000 
men, after a certain time, no more could be 
expected from it than to supply the casual- 
ties of that quota; it could not be expected 
that it should repair the casvalties of the 
whole army. ‘The biJ] was as dangerous in. 
the case of success as in the case of failure ; 
fo: there was no other way in which it could 
succeed, but by cutting up the sources of the 
general recruiting of the army. .. Instead, 
then, of ailowing that any men had b 
raised in addition to the general recruiting, 
he should say, that whatever mignywere 
raised under the bill, were raised in defo 
tion of the recruiting service. He did n 
know that a single man had been gaimed in 
all England from this bill. Those who were 
said to have been raised by it, could, as he 
believed, have been as well got, if no such 
bill had ever been passed. He thought no- 
thing but mischief had resulted from em- 
ploying parish officers to recruit. ‘The men 
were only to be raised by the operation of 
money, acting, in such cases, through the 
medium of oppression. How very incom. 
patible was the character of churchwarden 
and recruiting serjeant ! The churchwarden 
or overseer, was generally looked upon to be 
a grave and solemn man, whose conduct and 
behaviour were expected to set a good 
example to his fellow parishioners; a kind 
of custos morum in the parish. ’ Would you 
have such a character go skipping about the 
parish, from alchouse to alehouse, diverting 
and seducing the lads of the village; and 
like Serjeant Kite, with his jovial recruits, 
Thomas Appletree and Costar Pearmain, 
singing— 


** We shall lead more happy lives, 

By getting rid of brats and wives, 

That'scold and brawl, both night and day, 

Over the hi'ls and far away.” ‘ 
When such language, however, should come 
from a churchwarden, it would not exactly 
pee the same effect. There wasa story 
of two French ofiicers, who, in addressing: 
their men, differed in this point: the one 
said ** go;” the other, ‘f let us go;” and 
the men liked the one who said, “ Jet yg 
go,” much better than the other. In the 
same way, if a constable were to come upto 
a young lad, and tell him, “ Itisa pity such’ 
a fine young fellow as you should wait behind 
your master’s chair, or clean your mistress’ 
clogs ;*you ought to be a soldier, there is po 
‘lite like a soldier’s;” the fellow would very 
naturally reply, Mr Constable, if a soldier's 
life is so very pleasant, why are not you a 
soldier? It really appeared to him, that pas 
‘ish officers could not entice young mep to 
enter the army: wilhout destroying the mo- 
rals of their parishioners, which it was theit 
duty to protect. He was aware, however, 
that some gentlemen would call it metéy 
philosophical and sentimental, to speak of 
morality or justice in the manner of raising 
men for the army. He hoped, however, 
that the house would not be of that opinion, 
but would consider it a most serious objet: 
‘tion to any military plan, if it could not be 
executed without 4 havock of the morals of 
the country, aud wighout injustice and op 
pression. There were gentlemen who ap 
peared entirely indifferent about the means, 
provided then could be got. Their sentis 
ment was like that rant, ‘* Ye gods! anni« 
hilate both space and time, and make two 
lovers happy.” But whatever confidence 
they professed in their schemes for raising 
men, experience had shewn that they were 
inefficient. Although the parish offices 
were so stupid and incapable of understand: 
ing the bill, there was one who, it seemed, 
most perfectly understood it. This parish 
officer lived in Leicestershire, and by bis 
knowledge of the bill had made pretty pick 
ings for himseif, probably about fifty gu 
neas a month, for a considerable time, I 
short, this famous recruiting parish o 
was one of the most experienced crimps it 
the whole county. Thus men were fal 
by the most immoral means, and to the pe 
version of all the decorum of society, & 
sides the tyrannical power which eve] 
overseer was enabled to exercise over tit 
miserable wretches of his parish. He} 
collected to have heard the supporters of th 
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[132 
bill protesting, till they were black in the| life time. But he would advise the right 
face, that they wanted the men only, not the} hon. gentlemen not to be so much intox- 
money which they proposed to levy by way | icated with the sweets of office, as to pre- 
offines‘on the parishes; but the people of| vent them from paying that attention to the 
come the parishes did not believe them : they said, | affairs of the nation, which the circumstances 
sactly “ we know better ; it is money you want, | of the time réquired. The more he consi- 
story ‘4nd ‘money you shall have.” ‘They saw very | dered the effect that this clause would have, 
essing dearly that the avowed object of the bill, the more he was convinced of its~impro- 
eau tould never -be attained; and they never! priety ; it would create a sort of appellant 
” ond tould persuade themselves that such was the | Jurisdiction over the legislature of the coun- 
let us intention of the legislature. The vestries| try; and would give the great mass of the 
in the seemed to be better judges of these matters | people the power of judging of the propriety 
-upta than the politicians of Downing-street ; they | or the utility of any act of parliament. 
y such’ therefore agreed to pay the money at once. Henceforth, instead of the different branches 
sehind He would only say one word more, which; of the legislature receiving petitions against 
tress was in answer to the objection started by anj any bill, they should, collectively, when 
ae hon. friend of his on a former night, against | about to pass an act, petition/the people for 
{ very the clause for returning the bounties. He) leave to do it; and, instead of the act run- 
sldier's thought the evil of refunding was the least} ning, “ May it please Your Majesty, be it 
you a bf the two. If those who had already paid| enacted, &c.” it should be worded, * Be it 
Lat pa- the fines, were to be held to it, and obliged | submitted to the good sense of the people.” 
nen to tolose the money, injustice and oppression | This would be the situation we should be 
e's would take place; they had been compelled; brought to by this clause; and he should 
3 thee fo pay for not raising men, which it was not} have thought the right hon. gent. would be 
wever, in their power to raise, and the house should | the last person who would have legislated in 
merely not lose sight of that excellent adage—| this manner; and, indeed, he did think that 
eak of | “ Nemo tenetur ad impossibilitatem.” This | if the bill passed, as it now stood, the right 
raiging J Was not a tax, but a penalty; and there was hon. gent., after he had the triumph of car- 
wever, ho proportion between the inconveniencies | rying it through the house, would see the 
pinion, that would result from the exaction of the | absurdity of this clause. The right hon, 
objec: fies, and the expense to the public of re-| gent. said it would be an act of great injus- 
not te § Paying them back. Under all these consi- | tice to force men to impossibilities. But the 
srals of @ detations, he must press the third reading of | very same principle prevailed under the mi- 
nd op the present bill. ; = litia Jaws. First, the men must be peer 
ho ap- Mr. Perceval ‘said, he could not let this | for, and those who were drawn, anf could 
means, subject pass without making some farther | not find a man, were forced to pay a penal- 
sents @ observations upon it, in addition to those! ty; and this very ballot, which the right 
tannic Which fell from him on a former night. | hon. gent. so unwisely rejected, must per- 
ke two @ And first, with respect to the clause in the} haps be resorted to in Jess than six months, 
fidence @ billwhich the right hon. gent. had just al- | There might have existed in some parishes a 
raising luded to, it was an act that would bea dis- | greater difficulty than in others of finding 
1y were grace to the parliament, and weaken the le- | men; but he never could believe that there 
offices @ilative authority. ‘Whether this clause | was a total impossibility of finding them. 
srstand. @ Was looked at retrospectively or prospective-| As to that act, which was so much con- 
eemel, pit was most glaringly unjust. It was nei- demned, he believed in his conscience that 
$ parish ther more nor less than telling the subjects; the right hon. gent. had never read it 
by his of the country that they had always a means | through, and that he had read one clause 
ty pick of retreat, by which they could escape in case which he misunderstood. He said that the 
tty gui of disobedience to the laws. His majesty’s | object of the bill went to raise 9,000 men. a 
nae thinisters, however, blinded by their own} year, and after that number it would raise no 
- officer | MCcess, and infatuated by the sweets of their; more. Now the provision in the bill was to 
imps ing tation, persisted in hurrying this measure; keep up a force of 58,000 men; and the 
2 ti through the house. And here he could not | 9,000 men in question were to be raised to 
the pet help observing on the triumphant manner in| supply the vacancies occasioned _ by those 
ety, be which the present ministers acted, with re-) men who entered into the line. The parish 
h evel spect to this bill: they thought it a high ho-| officers understood the bill no more than the’ 
ver tte Our to triumph over the measure of that) right hon. gent. They had never read it; 
He man, now no more, being well aware | but here was a bill brought in to repeal, that, 
softtig “at they never could haye-done it in his| and-according to the new species of modern’ 
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philosophy that treated of the perfectability 
‘of human reason, ‘probably this measure 
would be suffered to act by the force-of its 
own merits. He had heard of persons at- 
tempting to make a plough on suclr an ad- 


mirable construction that it wowd work of 
In the same nianner, 


itself in any field. 
perhaps, he was to be told that this act 
would execute itself. Happily for the coun- 
try, however, it was not yet turned loose 
it. It appeared thatthe ffamers of it 
had some distrust of its effect, for they had in- 
troduced a clause to enable parliament to al- 
ter or amend it during the session. ‘This 
was certainly, in his opinion, the best clause 
iffite. He believed the bill abounded with 
imperfections and blunders ; and with all the 
great talents which the right hon. gent pos- 
sessed, he could not descend to all the minu- 


* tie of that detail or examination, which 


would enable him to detect them. He 
hoped this would shew the right hon. gent. 
that he ought to be a little more merciful in 
treating the errors of others. He understood 
that a gent. of most approved knowledge in 
the framing of bills, was still retained by the 
present ministers (Mr. Abbott), but still 
faults would be found in every such per- 
formance. The bill sought to be repealed, 
was prepared under the eye of that Stgat 
man now no more, who, though of a most 
capacious mind, was observed to be particu- 
larly versant even in this inferior depart- 
ment ;#and who had, as._ the right hon. gent. 
himself had happily expressed it, “‘ a mind 


_ like the proboscis of an elephant, equal to 


the pulling ot atree, or the picking up 
of a pin.” The right hon. gent. had talked 
a great deal on a former night of the blind 
Cyclops, that after a good deal of puffing and 
hammering, had produced a most defective 
measure. He would tell that right hon. 
gent., however, that with all his aceuracy, it 
would be found necessary to insert a clause 
in the bill before the house, to remedy an 
omission to provide for the wives and chil- 
dren of those who volunteered from the Ar- 
my of Reserve for general service. He did 
not suppose the right hon. gent. meant to 
repeal that part of the act. He therefore 
hoped, that in his triumphal chariot he 
would suffer a clause to accompany him as a 
uder, 

Mr. Windham, in explanation said, he 
‘never had expressed a wish totally to abolish 
the ballot. He did state, that in the uncer- 
tainty of human affairs, the country might 
again*be driven to the necessity of resorting 


_ 


| de 


toit. If any error should exist in the bill jt 
might be corrected. 

MrfSheridan said, he did not consider 
these constant insinuations of gentlemen 
on the opposite side of. the house, wishing 
to triampn over the measures or memory of 
a great man, who was now no more, ag 
being at all justified by any part’ of their 
conduct4é *He said, he had listened with 
great attention to the entertaining speech 
of the hon. and learned gentleman opposite 
him, who had never once attempted to de. 
fend the Additional Force act, which was’ 
now about to be repealed; on the contrary, 
the whole of his pleasantry went against 
that very measure. He could not help 
admiring the military spirit that seemed to 
prevail among gentlemen on the other side 
of the house. This was now tne fourth de. 
bate which the house had had upon this bill, 
In the first, it seemed as if there had beena 
council held among the opposers of it, and 
that it had been resolved, ‘* Let -us attack 
‘* all the measures thathave been proposed 
‘* or suggested, but let no man say a word 
** about the bill.’ In that debate they 
therefore cautiously abstained from meddling 
with the bill itself. The. second debate 
was began by a military general, certaiply 
of very high consideration (sir James Pulte. 
ney). ‘That general, however, entirely © 
abstained from the military view of the 
qvestion, and confined himself to its Givil 
operation, Jn the third debate, both the 
civil and gnilitary questions were declined, 
and the argument was principally about the 
clause of refunding, which was the chief 
subject of the right hon. gent’s argument 
upon the present occasion. If the gentle 
men omthe other side of the house had been 
twenty months before they could understand 
their own bill, they were not to triumph 
much even if they should find any omission 
in pe present. He did not think it quite 

ent of the hon. and learned gentleman 
(Mr. Perceval) to say, that his rt. hon, friend 
had not read the bill that he proposed to 
repeal : since he had made that assertion, 
he thought himself warranted in saying, 
that the Additional Force bill lad been 
drawn up in a manner so confused and 
unintelligible, that he could not but con 
sider the learned gentleman himself as ‘the 
framer of it ; and from the little knowledge 
he discovered of that bill, he was only the 
more confirmed in his opinion. The hon. 
and learned gentleman in ridiculing anothet 
system said, that some men had such a 
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-jdea of the perfectibility of human art, as | been stated, in the course of the debate on a 


to suppose a plough might be constructed to 
do its work by itself. Now, certaimly the 
parish bill was. not a machine of that con- 
struction, for with forty team of horses, 


or rather with forty team of asses (for such 
it seemed the parish officers might be de- 


cribed), it did no work at all. ‘The rt, hon. 
ent. had warned his majesty’s migfisters not 
to be intoxicated by the sweets of power, 
nor led away by the pleasure of triumphing 
over the measures of their rivals: he there- 
foye thought that he hada right, from the 
Phed of roses” on which they supposed his 
majesty’s ministers to be placed, to warn 
the gentlemen on the other side of the house 
not to be too much mortified by their dis- 
appointment, nor to be so excessively soured 


-by their change of situation, as to look on 


every thing in an unfavourable light. The 
hon. aud learned gentleman had said, that 
ifhis right hon. friend (Mr. Windham) 
would but take time to consider, he was 
sure he would change his sentiments ; and 
yet the principal accusation against his right 
hon. friend had been, that he had taken 
too much time to consider, and that he de- 
layed his measure too long. <A noble Jord 
(Castlereagh) particularly anxious for the 
well being of the ministry, had said, that 
if his wish had.been to overturn the present 
government, the mode he should have taken 
would be to hold his tongue, and let them 
carry their own measures in such a way ‘as 
must completely disgust the country. He 
believed, however, that that sost of hostili- 
ty was not much dreaded by his majesty’s 
Ministers, and that they would be better 
leased that those gentlemen should hold 
their tongues, than that they should. misre- 
present, and endeavour to inflame the 
country by those misrepresentations. He 
believed that it would hardly be contended 
that there was a single parish in England 
that had raised its quota of.men in obedi- 
etice to the law, and, therefore, when the 
hon, and learned gentleman spoke so much 
of the dignity of parliament requiring that 
the laws should be obeyed, he should have 
tecollected that the parishes which violated 
thelaw, were those who raised men contrary 
to the provisions of the act, and the parishes 
that did not violate the law were those who 
taised no men. In Leicestershire, it ap- 
peared, there was a wholesale crimp, by 
Whose assistance that county procured its 


Quota, There appearing to be some differ- 


ence of opinion on this subject, between 
Wo representatives of that county, it had 


formerinight, that one of them did not re- 
side in the county he represented, and that 
probably his constituents would remember 
it at the next general eléction. He must 
compliment the constituents of the rt. hon. 
gent. (Mr. Canning) who made the obser- 
vation for his residefce among them. He 
wished, however, to know whether he had 
ever seen the place he represented (Tralee 
ifZreland);*or ther he knew the name, 
or had seen the face of any one of his 
constituents ? When it wasseen, that in 
some districts a considerable number of men: 
had been got, and in others none at all, it 
was impossible to suppose, that it wag be- 
cause there was a great deal of loyalty and 
zeal in one parish or district, and none in 
that which inimediately adjoined i?. The 
reason was Very different. In some cases it 
was represented as necessary, in order to 
support the characters of the ministers - who 
broughtin the bill, that some men should 
be got, and for that reason exertions were 
made to procure them, by means that were 
contrary to the law. In the parish of Mary- 
bone, the same crimp offered his services 
who had raised men for otber parishes, but . 
his offer was refused, as that parish did nat 
wish to violate the law. In St. Anne's, 
patish, however, they were not so nice, 
and they got some men. Here the rt. hon. 
gent. read oneot the hand-bills which had 
been piinted in London, offering the, largest 
bounties to recruits for the Army of Defence, 
and inviting all brave fellows to come for- 
ward; ‘* Irishmen, Germans, and Boysy 
** excepted”. This was in the parish of St.” 
Anne. In St,. Luke’s also, they mised 
some men, by adding 121, to the govern- 
ment bounty. As to getting men at the 
bounties fixed by government, it was im- 
possible. If government were to want a 
levy of cavalry horses, and would allow no 
more than 5 or 101. to be given for them, 
the parishes might answer, that it would be 
as easy for them to raise as many elephants 
or rhinoceroses, or any other strange ani- 
mals as to get good horses for such a price. 
It was the same thing. in the case of the 
recruits, There was “an utter impossibility 
of procuring them for the bounties stated in 
the act. He felt convinced that the rt. hon. 
framer of the bill would not (if he were now 
living) support the bill. When he himself 
moved for the repeal of it last session, that 
tt. hon. gent. expressly stated, that if upon 
trial it failed to produce the men, he shouid 
himself move for the repeal of it. The act 
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had completely failed, and in order to give 
the appearance of its having partially 
succeeded, scandalotis measures were resort- 
edto by the government. He considered 
the Jetter of lord Hawkesbury, of the 31st 
‘December, as a most atrocious act, which 
the rt. hon, gent. (Mr. Pitt) ‘would never 
have consented to. That letter of instruc- 
tion allowed the men to be raised contrary 
to Ne and gave the recruiting serjeants a 
privilege to libel the lar army, gind 
point out this additional force as much more 
eligible to enlist in. As the rt. hon, and 
learned gentleman (Mr. Perceval) had sug- 

_ gested a form for acts of parliament to run, 
he x should name a title which would 
* havé* been more fitting for the additional 
foree act. than that. which it had. it 
should rather have been called an act ‘* for 
‘© degrading the Magistracy of the country, 
** for raising the bounties, perverting the 
“¢ public morals, destroying the regular 
“* army, and encouraging mutiny and de- 
«* sertion.” Such an act should be immedi- 
ately repealed as a great evil. If he saw a 
person afflicted with a wen, or any other 
disorder, and spoke of curing him, he did 
not think he could fairly be asked, what 
other disorder be proposed to substitute in 
its place? or if he were to see a_mniad 

- dog in the street, he should conceive him- 
self justified in killing it, withoug pro- 
viding any substitute for it, and this was 
precisely his feeling with respect to the 
poeta il]. The famous letter of lord 
awkesbury began by stating: ‘* Whereas, 

** information has been received that the 
® Additional Force bil} has generally failed, 
*€ on account of the negligence and supine- 
ness of the parish officers.” He had 
read all the correspondence on the subject, 
and he would venture to say, that the earl 
of Essex was the only person who gave 
such information. The letter, therefore, 
began with .a violation of trath, (in saying 
violation of truth, he did not allude to the 
noble lord personally, but to the act of the 
government), and proceeded to order the 
violation of the law by increasing the boun. 
ties. Colonel Campbell, who acted under 
the directions of the Scretary of state, gave 
notice, that there was no occasion for being 
very nice in the manner the men were 
raised, so they were got. It was also a 
subject worthy of serious observation, that 
by the law the recruit was obliged to take an 
oath, that he was a native of the parish or 
district for which he served. Now, in the 
manner those recruits were raised in distant 


parts of the country, it was necessary that 
perjury should be added to the violation of 
the law before such recruits could be re. 
ceivéd’ He then concluded by utterly de. 
nying that he or his hon. friends acted at alf 
through hatred of the memory of the great 
and illustrious man who framed the bill. Ag 
the time that lord Hawkesbury’s extraordj. 
nary ad lar letter of the 31st December w: 
grew atéd, the late right hon. chancellor 

e exchequer was on his death-bed. 
should therefore be acquitted of having any 
share in that atrocious action. - As for me 
said the right hon, gent., «there were miiy 
who flattered him more than I, and some 
who feared him more; but there was no 
man who had a higher respect for his trans. 
cendant talents, his matchless eloquence, 
and his inflexible integrity ; and yet it has 
been often my fate to have opposed his meas’ 
sures. JI may have considered that there 
was somewhat too much of loftiness in hig 
mind which could not bend to advice, or 
scarcely bend to co-operation. I maz have 
considered, that as a statesman his measures 
were not adequate to the situation of the 
country in the present times, but I always 
thought his purpose and his hope was for 
his greatness and glory of his country, Let 
not his friends, then, suppose they are dealing 
fairly with the house, in representing that 
we seek a triumph over the memory of that 
illustrious man, when we now move the 
repeal of ameasure, which he would himself 
have repealed if haped lived. Aight hon. 
gent. (Mr. Wilberforce), had many 
opportunities of knowing his,intentions, has 
told you that he intended to repeal it if it 
failed in getting men, It has failed. Let 
the failure of the measure be buried in his 
grave, @nd never remembered in his epitaph, 
—The question for the third reading of 
the bill was then put and carried without a 
division. Upon the question, that the same’ 
do piss, 

r. Yorke said, he thought it was neces- 
sary that the bill should specifically renew 
the provision of the Additional Forceact, 
that the men raised by it were not to be setit 
out of the kingdom. - 

Mr. Perceval said, that as’ by this bill 
both the Army of Reserve and the Addis 


tional Force acts were repealed, the gréatest 


injustice would be done, if the same provi- 
sion as those acts made for the wives aid 
families‘of the men, was not retained in 
the bill.—A short conversation then ensued, 
in which Mr. Windham and Mr. Fox urged, 


that the amendments proposed would unnt- 
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cessarily delay the passing of this bill, and 

“that they would be the subject of another 
ill. 

, r. W. Smith thought there wasymuch 
weight in the amendments, and that it 
would be preferable to delay the bill a short 
time, in order togmake it complete, than to 
pass another on purpose to supply-an omis- 
sion. 

Mr. Perceval said, that the injustice 
which would result fronrthe omiffton was 
$0 apparent, that the amendments would 
certainly be made in the house of lords; 
the consequence of which would be, as 
they related to the dispensation of money, 
that the bill would be altogether rejected on 
its return to this house.—After the 
had explained away a doubt of Mr. Fox’s as 
to the forms permitting the bill to stand 
over, Mr Secretary Windham withdrew 
his motion, that the bill do pass, and the 
pill sands over fer to-morrow, in order to 
have the amendments added. 

' Mr. Yorke said, he had before put a ques- 
tion to the right hon. secretary (Mr. Wind- 
ham) as to the time when he would bring 
forward the measures which the country had 
been for some time expecting ? As neither 
courtesy, nor a sense of duty on the part of 
ithe rt. hon. secretary had induced him to 
etirn ah answer, he (Mr. Yorke) repeated 
the question. 

Mr. Windham replied,:that he did not 
know that he was bound to answer the in- 
terrogatories of the right hon gent., but he 
would say, ifa day had ben open which he 
could have fixed upon for the purpose of 
bringing those measures before the house, 

right hon. gent’s. question would have 
been unnecessary. He had already said, 
that what he had to submit was ready; and 
he would now add, that a day would 860n be 
Mentioned for the purpcse. 
Mr. Yorke replied, that he had asked the 
question as a matter of courtesy. He did 
not know whether, after the bills wére 
ordered, it was not in the power of any 
member to move that they be brought in 
forthwith. 
Mr. Windham observed, that if so, the 
tight hon, gent. might make a motion on 
the subject, but could: not compel him to 
answer his question. 

[Nexson Grant.J]—On the motion of 
lord Henry Petty, the house then went into 
acommittee to consider his majesty’s mes- 
sage of yesterday, Jord viscount Howick in 

chair, 


_ Lord Henry Petty then rose and said that, 
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message, he should have to move, first, that.a. 
sum of §0001. per annum for ever be grant- 
{ed to bis majesty out of the consolidated . 


fund, as an annuity to the family of the late 


lord viscount Nelson, and the persons suc~ 


ceeding to the title of carl Nelson; and, se- 
condly, that a further sum of 120,0001. be: 


granted to purchase: an estate to descend: to. 
that family. Although he “was convinced. 


no persuasion could be necessary on his part 


to induce the house to adept these proposi-. 


tidgs, indeed thatithere was not a man in 
the kingdom who could be brought to think 
any tribute too great to the memory and ser- 
vices of such a person, yet he could not 


bring himself to submit the proposition altox , 


gether without comment. He felt it to, be 
one of the highest gratifications of his life 
that it had fallen to his lot to submit this 
subject to the house. Much as it was his 
duty, strongly as it would accord with his 
inclinations, to bring forward any measure 
which could increase the finances and add to 
the resources of the country, not even that 
agreeable duty could he perform with more 
pleasure than he now called on them to pay 
away this large grant. From the conse- 
quences of that grant, he hoped, would 
spring more valuable advantages to the coun 
try than any money could bestow, in the 
emulation which the respect and admiration 
in which his glorious deéds would be seen to 
haye béen held, must inspire into the breasts 
of our future commanders. The pages of 
history, the noble lord said, did not afford so 
numerous, so great, and so closely e@@ntinued 
a series of successful and meritorious services 
rendered his country, as that which the his- 
tory of the noble viscount, whose family, and 
the perpetuation of whose memory were the 
objects of the present resolutions, presented. 


If we looked to the early part of his life, wey 


were struck with admiration, and felt our- 
selves almost led on to form ‘presages of his 
future greatness. ,It undoubtedly, however, 
did happen, in the present instance, that. 
high as his services and merits then were, 
and high as the expectation which they may 
have been presumed to have excited, the for- 
mer part of his life has been eclipsed by the 
transcendent brightnesgp of the latter. It 
happened, fortunately for his country, that 
with his increasing age his vigour, too, in- 
creased, and that he was enabled to give full 
scope, in a close and unbroken series of suc- 
cesses, to those talents, virtues, and abilities 
with which he was endowed. Off Cape 8t, 


Vincent, against the Spaniards, it was his ° 


good. fortune to be eminently serviceable ; 


in the terms of his majesty’s most gracious 


and, when the fleets of France, in pursuit of 
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that spirit of aggrandisement which then be- 
gan to manifest itself, sailed to the east, it 
was his lot to defeat their hopes in that quar- 
ter, by a total destruction of their fleets. Not 
long after, when a combination was formed 
against us by the northern powers, he, un- 
der the walls of Copenhagen, terminated the 
‘war andthe confederacy. His fast memora- 
ble battle was in the recollection of every 
one, when the fleets of France and Spain, 
having united, for a while menaced our trade 
and colonies, till drivenpy the fame of jhis 
name from the West Indies, he pursued 
them to Europe, and, watching the first op- 
portunity of their coming out of Cadiz, 
brovght them to action, and had again the 
satisfaction of knowing, though his own va- 
luable life was the forfeit, that he had totally 
annihilated the enemies of his country, Of 
him it might be truly said, what was address- 
ed to a great person of antiquity—*‘ Tu felix 
Agricola non tantum vita sed etiam oppor- 
tunitate mortis.’’ Such was the life, and 
such the death of the man,’ in bonour of 
whose memory,-and on whose family, they 
were.this day called on by their sovereign to 
bestow a mark of the gratitude of a generous 
people. His family, honoured, enobled, and 
enriched, as it unquestionably would be, 
would be the means of inducing others to 
follow his brilliant example, and of handing 
down to posterity our ideas of his eminent 
services. ‘They wouldalso bear testignony to 
the truth of this, that burthened ‘as this 
country at present is, she still knows how to 
rewarddiberally, when her liberality is called 
forth. such transcendent merit and ser- 
vices. His lordship concluded by moving, 
** that it is the opinion of this committee, 
that the annual sum of 5000 1. be granted to 
his majesty, out of the consolidated fund of 
teat Britain, to commence from the 21st 
day of October, 1805, and be settled, in the 
most beneficial manner, upon the present 
earl Nelson and the heirs male of his body, 
and such other persons to whom the title of 
earl Nelson may descend, pursuant to the li- 
mitations of the patent whereby the said dig- 
nity is granted.” 

Mr. Rose wished to know whether in the 
120,000 1. was included any provision for 
other members of the noble lord’s family, 
or whether any further provision for them 
was intended. 

Lord Henry Peitu replied, that 90,0001. 
were to be laid out in the purchase of a 
mansion and lands, to be annexed to the ti- 
tle; that 10,000]. were to be given to earl 
Nelson to make such reparations or im- 
provements therein as he should deem ne- 


cessary, and that 10,0001. each were to be 


granted to his lordship’s two sisters. 

Mr. Rose expressed great satisfaction at 
the statement of the noble lord, because he 
knew ‘that nothing had been ‘so near the 
heart of the noble person now no more, a3 
some provision for those sisters. a 

Mr. Francis rose and satd: On the mee 
rits and services of the great admiral, whom 
we have lost, there can be but one senti. 
ment, oftnited adiniration and gratitude, in 
this house and in this country ; and in that 
sentiment No man can participate more hear. 
tily and sincerely than Ido. Yet even this 
feeling, just as it is, and powerful as it ought 


to be, must in some reasonable degree be 


subject to the regulation of other principles 
in particular circumstances. We live iy 
times ot great public services, and great te. 
wards. But we ought not to forget that the 
times we live in have another character, 
which indicates cther duties; I mean the 
difficulties and distresses, that belong to our 
situation. Even in the distribution of the 
best deserved liberality of parliament, we 
ought not to forget that the present means 
of the country are not quite equal to all the 
claims, which great services may have on the 
public gratitude. Onthis principle, painful 
as it is to me, I cannot refrain from express- 
ing a doubt, whether one part of the pro- 
posed vote, I mean the sum of 120,000, (in 
addition to the annuity of 50001. a year,) 
may not be more, not than is due to the mes 
rit of ‘lord Nelson; far from it, but than 


‘can fairly be in circumstances, 


which demand economy from us, even in the 
exercise of our virtues. The rewards given 
to the earl of Chatham, fell far short of this 
grant. Those given in the first instance to 
John Duke of Marlborough, who placed 
England at the head of Europe, I believe, 
did not exceed it. If, happily for ‘his coun- 
try, the noble admiral. had lived to enjoy 
these proofs of its gratitude; or, if he had 
left children to represent his person, and to 
transmit his meraury, with all its honours, to 
an illustrious lineage directly descended 
from him, I should never have thought of 
uttering one word, but in support of the 
question. All my doubt is, whether the 
claim on the nation stands exactly on the 
same footing in the person of a collateral re- 
lation, as it would have done, if it had been 
possible to preserve the reward of his set 
vices, united with his name, in direct de- 
scent to his own offspring, and to their pos- 
terity. 

Mr. Rose stated that Blenheim had cost 
the country 540,0001. 
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Gen: Tarleton had always been an admiret 
bf the military glory of the duke of Marlbo- 
ough; but his victories had not been achie- 
ved by English armies exclusively: Lotd 
Nelson, on the contrary, had conqueted with 
British fleets. Never had triumphs been 
nore completely English than those ac- 
ited by him. 
“Mr. Wilberforce complimented his hon. 
friend (Mr. Francis); for his upright, manly, 
aid conscientious declaration of the senti- 
jnents which he had expressed; such con- 
(ict as that of the hon. gent: on a subject of 
§o much delicacy, he conceived to be a vic- 


tory f principle over personal feeling, and} 


gs such it met with his highest approbation. 
That hon. gent., however, should consider 
that the value of money was now conside- 
fably altered; and that the sum proposed to 
be given, would not make the family of the 
hero, whose high merits we rheant to com- 
mmemorate and reward; by any meanis too. 
affluent for the situation which they were 
to hold in society. It was, in fact, no 
itore than what he thought they were enti- 
tled to from the country ; and, as an intite- 
tient to heroic actions in future, he sug- 
gested that the building to be erected for 
Nelson family, should be placed in 
such d situation asto be conspicuous to our 
seamen on their approach to England, or 
bn their setting sail, perhaps; in quest of 
\anenemy. When they beheld such.a testi- 
mony of the gratitude of the country; it 
tould not fail to inspire them with an ardent. 
desire to imitate his glorious example. 
Lord Henry Petty agreed in the sugges- 
tion of the right hon. pent: The idea had 
becurred’ to himself, and the trustees, in 
whom the money wa8 to be vested, would, 
he was sure, pay every attention to it. 
The Resolutions were then agreed to, and 
the Report was ordered to be received 
to-morrow. 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Tuesday, May 14. 

[Mixvres.] ‘The house proceeded; as 
tsual, to Westminster*hall; and returned. 
about four, when an order was made to pro- 
teed further on the Trial of lord viscount: 
Melville the next day, and @ message was 
tent to the commons to acquaint then} 
“[Netsow Guawr.] Earl Spéncer, in 
the absence of his ndble friend ‘lord 
ville; moved the ‘order of ‘the'day for’ taé| 

king his majesty’s message into. considera- 
tion,’ relative to a provisioii for’ the fainily 
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of lord Nelson; He wa’ cotifident that 
evéry noble lord who heard him would 
cheerfully concur in any measure that 
Weht to confer adéqdate réewards for ser- 
tvices so important and beneficial to the 
country as those rendered by the signal 
exploits of the late gallant and €ver=to= 
beslamented hero, lord viscount Nelsons 
His lordship then moved an addre’s to his 
majesty, thanking him for his gtacious 
message; and assuring his majesty that the 
house would readily concur in promoting 
the object of the same.—The addfess was 
agreed to, nem’ diss. 

{Ixsorvent Desrtors’ Lord 
Holland moved the order of the day for 
their lordships going into a committee of 
the whole house on this bill. On the 
order being read, 

Lord Ellenborough rose and Said, that, 
consistently with his own éGonviction of 
the mischievous conséquences of such acts, 
he could not suffer the present bill to go 
into @ committee, without suggesting some 
observations by the way of objection to 
the measure, It was with reluctance that. 
he opposed any measure; apparently founda 
ed on principles of humanity ; but; in con 
sidering the general interests of society, 
and particularly in this commercial coun- 
try, and viewing impartially the claims of 
creditor as well as debtor, a setse of duty 
operated; in this in8tatice, in a superior 
degree upon his mind: It was incredible 
‘bow injurious the frequent repetition of 
Insolvent acts was to the course of fair 
trade. The professed principle upon 
whith the bill, in the first instance, pros 
ceeded; was highly objectionable, namely, 
that the gaols were overloaded with pri» 
soners: 
threw themselves into prison in ofrdér to 
take the benefit of an insolvent att; and, 
therefore, that such an act, in relieving 
such a description of persons, produced 
great injustice, With 4 view of accu- 
rately ascertaining this, he had, some 
time since, moved for an account of such 


previous to and since the. first day of Mi- 
chaelma’ ‘termi’ fast. From the returns. 
which had been made, in purswance ‘of his 
motion, and’ which were tidw lying upon 
‘their lord#hips’’ table, it ‘appeared, that, 
‘out of 204° persons confined in Newgate, 
‘127 had been committed since the first 
day ‘of Michaelmis term: in the prison 
of Ludgate, ott Of'23 persons, 16 ‘had 


it was his opinion, that persons - 


persons as bed been committed to priscn 
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»in the Poultry Compter were 31; of whom | 


20 were in the same predicament: in Gilt- 
Spurestreet. Compter, out of 42, 25 had 
-been committed since that time: in the 
Fleet, where the residence was more cou- 
venient and where many may be said to 
_be domiciliated, there were 286, out of 
which 133 had gone in since Michaelmas 
term; and, in the, King’s Bench, were 
608, out of whom 267 had thrown them- 
selves in since the period he had men- 
tioned. He must .again impress upon 
_ their lordships the increased frequency of 
such acts in late years. In the reign of 
‘queen Anne, there were only two. Insol- 
vent acts passed; and the condition was, 
that the persons who were discharged by 
them should enter into her majesty’s ser- 
vice. In the general view of the case, 
their lordships would have seriously to 
consider the situation of the creditors. 
The injurious result which must ensue to 
them from such a measure as the present, 
would have the effect of placing many of 
them in the situation of their present 
debtors. It;was not only the creditor who 
was injured, but even the debtor himself, 
by the natural consequences of frequent 
enactments of this kind, as leading him 
into a habit of contracting debts which 
otherwise he would avoid. While he 
thus expressed his sentiments, be must 
beg leave to assure the house, that he 
was convinced that the noble lord who 
proposed the present bill was actuated by 
the most. honourable and humane motives. 
The Duke of Norfolk said that he, was 
equally an enemy to the whole code of 
laws relative to imprisonment for debts, 
and to the frequency of these acts; but 
he still contended for the propriety of the 
bill going into acommittee. There were 
many creditors who gave credit with such 
a degree of facility, as to deserve sutter- 
ing, rather than commiseration. That 
numbers of those who had petitioned 
_ might have thrown themselves into prison, 
tay be true; but then it. was as certain, 
that many of them had been,thrown in by | 
their creditors: their, situation should, 
therefore, be discriminated from that of 
the fraudulent debtors, At all events, he| 
would recommend to the house. to go into 
a committee, where provisions might.,be 
added to, satisfy. the objections of .the 
Jords, and: where a Gaus “might be intro- 
duced, if; their Jordships thought, neces- 


sarys,making the condition of the f 


charge ap’ entrance inte bis. majesty’s 


‘Vand or sea forces, 


Lord Holland called the attention of 
their lordships to the conversation which 
had. taken place on the introduction. of 


fsome petitions by him: he had thencone 


sidered it as the opinion of their lordshi 

at least of some of the.most distinguished 
members of the house, that some bill of 
temporary relief should be immediately 


introduced ; the publi¢ exigencies prevent 


ing a revision of the whole code between 
debtor and creditor. His noble friend 
below bim (lord Moira), who, much tg 
his honour, had so frequently come for. 
ward on occasions of the kind, had stated 
that, from the pressure of his official aye. 
cations, he could not, with propriety, une 
dertake to bring forward, this session, any 
specific. measure tending to an ameliorg. 


[tion of those laws, the severity of which 


were, by the most eminent characters, ale 
most universally admitted ; but, that as 
he conceived that the sufferings of the un. 
fortunate, imprisoned debtors should not 
be prolonged, he would give. his support 
to any act of temporary relief introduced 
in the interval, Under these impressions, | 
he had the honour of submitting the pre. 
sent bill to their lordships’ consideration, 
This bill he had framed in the most 
guarded manner, for the specific purpose 
of precluding the slightest opposition. It 
was drawn up according to preceding bills 


generally; but care was taken that no 


novel proposition should obtain in it, 
especially in favour of the debtor. | In- 
deed, he was.free to confess, that it was 
far from auswering all those purposes 
which might be expected even from alir 
mited measure of this kind, and was, 

no means, as comprehensive as the ind 

gence of his own teelings and opinions on 
the subject would have induced him to 
have brought forward. He was, theres 
fore, not a little surprised, to find peti- 
tions presented.to their lordships to pre- 
vent its adoption, It was his wish, as 
well as that of the learned and noble lord 
(Ellenborough), to look: to the interest of 
the creditor as well as to the interest. of 
the debtor. In cases of this kind it was 


prove to be incorrect. , There, he, would 


|find that, in the early part of the present 
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the duty of their lordships to consider the i 

situation of both. In his mindevery com i yi 

sideration, of humanity demanded: some 

such measure as the present. Relativeto i it 

the. increased frequency of)such.acts, he 

must) affirm, that the noble and.learned 

lord (Elienborough), ,had -assumed, fior 

ct, what the journals of the house would Bila 
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jgn they were much more frequent than 
they had been of later years. In the 
years 1764, 66, 68, 1772, 74, 76, 78, 
W7si, acts were passed for the relief of 
insolvent debtors ; they were then not only 
more frequent, but more extensive in 
heir general provisions, and embraced 
much greater sum; and not until the last 
jet, was the clause (a clause, if he re- 
gllected right, proposed by the noble and 
arned lord opposite (Eldon), making the 
fure property of the debtor liable) ever 
introduced. Much stress had been laid 
upon the fraudulency of many persons, 
who perhaps may be released by the pro- 
qsions of this act; but the debtor who 
yas not fraudulent, but unfortunate, ap- 
ed to have been wholly left out of 
ight. ‘The house should consider, that 
his person was placed in a situation suf- 
bring innumerable hardships, without the 
ibility of exerting himself to provide 
forthe liquidation of his lawful debts. In 
wswer to the alledged increased frequency 
af these acts, he had to impress on their 
ftdships’ recollection, that for debtors of 
adiferent description, there was a code of 
ws, of a very different nature, not only 
perpetual, but much more extensive in 
their operation than any temporary act of 
his kind ever professed to be: he meant 
that code applying to the case of mer- 
diants, traders, &c. commonly called the 
Mankrupt Laws. Those laws afforded to 
iman the means of declaring himself in- 
glvent; by which, upon paying a certain 
pundage upon his debts, he was relieved 
fom all further molestation, and his fu- 
ue property rendered clearly and exclu, 
wtely his own. In this point of view, it 
was far from his intention to censure the 
ode of laws to which he had alluded; be 
mst sincerely believed, that they contri- 
‘uted more effectually to preserve credit, 
Shaving a directly contrary tendency to} 
those laws which regarded the concerns of 
ilerior debtors. All that this bill claim- 
for the unfortunate debtors, for whose 
tie it was intended, was to place them| 
on the same level as bankrupts; but 
with this material difference, that where 
lie future industry of bankrupts was not 
Mtered, the future property of the insol- 
Wht was expressly made liable. Thus, 
wider every view of the case, the condi- 
fon of the creditor was ameliorated, as in 
place of the imprisonment .of the person, 
which trial had proyed nugatory, every 
if, just, and legitimate security was 
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he had introduced. With respect to the 
idea that the operation of this bill would 
drive the credjtor into the prison which 
the debtor now occupied, he must cons 
tend, that such an argument, if worth any 
thing, cut both ways, and must eventually 
prove more favourable’ to the bill ‘than it 
possibly could operate against it. But 
how stood the case as to the creditor? The 


continuance of the body of his debtor in . 


prison will neither pay the debt nor ga- 
tisfy the demand. It will not increase the 
resources of the creditor to meet any im- 
pending embarrassment. No notion of 
benefit can possibly arise from the deten- 
tion. The bill takes nothing from the 
creditor which he before possessed, but, 
on the contrary, surrenders to him all the 
property of every sort and kind whatever, 
which the debtor may iow possess, as wel] 
as all that he shall ever possess hereafter, 
With respect to the observation made by 


the noble and learned lord near*him (Ely 


lenborough) as to the number “of persons 
who had been committed to prison, since 
the first day of Michaelmas term last, he 
thought it calculated rather for the com- 
mittee, than as an objection militating 
against the principle of the measure now 
proposed. Upou that conception, he liad, 
in the bill before their lordships, inserted 
no spécific date for its operation. But, at 
the same time, he would never admit, 
that it was fair to suppose, that all per-. 
sons who were committed to prison, since 
the first day of Michaelmas term last, or 
even any partof them, had thrown them- 
selves into prison, for the purpose of 
availing themselves of the benefits of this 
act. o; he thought the’ noble and 
learned lord should not have attributed 
to the petitioners any intention of avail- 
ing themselves of this measure previous 
to the necessity of this measure being first 
admitted in this house. Nor could he 
conceive, that a reference to the state of 
the prisons in the metropolis alone, was a 
fair criterion of judging in those respects: 
It might perhaps be true, that many im- 
proper persons frequently threw them- 
selves into prison, with the hope of being 
comprehended under the provisions of In- 
solvent acts. But it should be recollect- 
ed, that there were many others, victims 
of unforeseen distress, who had’ entered 
into engagements with the purest inten- 
tions, aud whom the malignity of revenge- 
ful’ creditors have detamed in prison, 
solely for the purpose of gratifying thei 


finted him by the provisions of the bill 


feelings uf spleen and malice. Was, theres 
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“fore, any noble lord prepared to say, that 
nnocence was to be punished, because 
pt was confounded with it? Were the 
miseries of the unfortunate to be aggra- 
vated, even to excessive cruelty, because 
there might be an equal, or possibly a 
preater, number of guilty among them? 
fie was sure that their lordships would not 
consent to that; and he also called upon 
them to recollect, that the greater the 
number of the persons immured, whether 
uilty or not, the greater must be the 
Fardohips, the sufferings, andthe miseries, 
of those who were innocent. Thus he 
trusted, that this measure would appear, 
not as proceeding upon any such limited 
view of the subject, or any such contract- 
ed principle, as had been referred to, but 
oue which he could as safely submit to the 
tool dispassionate judgment of their lord- 
ships, as iv any appeal to the sympathetic 
fe ings of the noble members of that 
rouse. .He sincerely hoped, that their 
Hiehies would be induced to allow the 
ill to go.into a committee; when any 
noble lord, who might conceive any parti- 
¢ular provision as bearing hard upon the 
¢reditor, might argue for its modification 
ind amendment; and in a discussion of 
this. kind he should cheerfully contribute 
‘€very assistanceinhispower. 
_. Lord Eldon declared, that if any person 
gonceived him hostile to the prayer of the 
petition of the unfortunate debtor, he was 
_much mistaken. in the individual who then 
bad the honour to address their lordships. 
On the contrary, he had sometimes sup- 
orted, and sometimes opposed measures 
of this kind, according to circumstances, 
both houses of.parliament. On one 
occasion he bad introduced a bill of a si- 
milar nature, whilst a member of the other 
house; but, acquired experience had con- 
yinced. him of their injurious tendency 
and.effects. He agreed in the necessity 
of some permanent measure on the sub- 
ject,,and thought the remaining time of 
some professional man, who had retired 
from, the active duties of the profession, 
could not be better employed, than in 
studying the principles and the present re- 
gulations respecting debtor and creditor; 
and devising some certain and permanent 
ystem of procedute. One great consi- 
geration was, that some. general. rule 
should be adopted, in order that the cre- 
ditor may know what, in his dealings, with 
respect to giving credit, be had really to 
gepend upon. When he looked at the | 
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situation of the unfortunate debtor, ng 
man could feel more compassion than hg 
|did; and sorry should he he, were he in, 
strumental in gratifying any feeling of jg, 
venge. But, when he considered the ga 
neral interest of the empire, and its com 
mercial relation, he must avowedly de 

his hostility to such frequent acts of relief: 
they sapped the very principle of credit, 
and, too often, forced the creditors of 
those very debtors, so released, into those 
prisons which they had left. For wha 
did the preamble set forth? That thy 
very bill, so introduced, was in direct op, 
position to the interests of trade and cr, 
dit, and solely referring for its support tp 
the crowded state of the prisons; a faly 
principle in any point of view, especially 
so in a commercial country; to him it 

peared monstrous. In his opinion, rf 
question amounted exactly to this: Wis 
that legislature, which had. pointed out 
the creditor the means of enforcing the 
payment of his claims, to gay to that ct 
ditor, Now that you have pursued te 
steps, and adopted the measurés recom, 
mended by us, (after having acted undé 
the protection, and under the confident 
of those laws which tended to secure f 
him the payment of what was dué to him) 
without your consent, we will oblige yo 
to liberate your debtor, without the leas 
liquidation of your demand. It wot 
cost their lordships no money to free sith 
debtor from his debts; and the consequente 
of such a measure might be, that agains 
the next Insolvent act the former creditor 
would endeavour to take the benefit of it 
himself, With respect to the effect of the 
Bankrupt laws, alluded to by the noble 
lord who spoke last, there were-some col 
siderations as comparative of these lam 
of creditor and debtor referred to by the 
bill, which seemed to be overlooked. The 
merchant, or opulent trader, or even the 
bpetty trader, cannot experience the protet, 
tion of these laws without the consent ofa 
certain number of his creditors ;. and, it 
the mean time, he might be kept in prison 
at the suit of any one of them, till a dive 
dend was made of his property : indeét, 
though one creditor may select the estate, 
another may detain the person of ihe 
debtor as a satisfaction for his demand, Ia 
saying he did not mean to speakm@ 
approbation of that part of the code # 
luded to. It should further be recollect 
ed, that the whole property of the baile 
rupt in prison, was taken possession of 


i 

i 
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ij 
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a process issyed for that purpose; whilst in 
the case of a debtor, not subject to the 
bankrupt laws, he might go to prison, if he 
chose, with 100,000/, in the funds, which 
his creditors could not touch. He, be- 
lieved, and he appealed to the recollec- 
tion of. the noble and learned lord oppo- 
site (Ellenborough), that, on the rejection 
of a similar bill to the present, some time 
ago, many debts then deemed hopeless 
were, at length, paid. He agreed with 
fhe noble lord (Holland), that some 
amendment of the law was necessary : 
but, whether by an extensivn of the bank- 


fupt laws to those debtors who were not 


now subject to them, or by any other 
mode; he could not now attempt to de- 
fermine. He thought, however, that, in 
duch cases, 9 general principle should pre- 
Biinate ; but that the house never should 
sroceed upon such a false principle as that 
fata forth by the present bill. Were the 
goperty of such debtors to be vested in 

e hands of assignees, with full power to 
eat for the general interests of the cre- 
itors, ptoceeding on a general principle, 


‘he might be inclined to agree to it. But 


éven this should be prospective in its ope- 
fation, and should be undertaken with the 
titmost caution, If any general regula- 
fion, founded upon such principles, could 
be suggested, he would willingly give the 
best of his humble assistance in digesting 
and maturing it. He thought, however, 
that one hardship might be immediately 
removed. As the law now stood, the dis- 
tharge of the person of a debtor, when 
‘charged in execution, was an effectual sur- 
Tender of the claim of the creditor. This, 
Ofitself, reduced the creditor to the neces- 
sity of keeping his debtor in prison, or re- 
houncing his This, in. his opi- 
tion, might be remedied, by reviving an 
act which has, some time since, been ex- 
pired ; and by. introducing into it some 

Mendments, which,, he thought, he, bim- 
self should be able to suggest, allowing 
the contract between debtor and creditor 
to remain untouched, notwithstanding the 
télease of the Jatter, if the latter would so 
fonsider it.. However painful, and how. 
ver liable to misapprehension, . such con- 


duct might be, he still felt it his duty to 


join'‘his noble and learned friend (Ellen- 
porough) in opposing the bill; and he 
thought that, if, it were now rejected, many 
debtors now in prison would find the 
means of discharging many demands which 
their creditors now considered as hopeless. 
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The Earl of Moira said, it must be ig 
the recollection of their lordships, that he 
had, on all occasions, uniformly exerted 
his humble talents to procure some general 
legislative provision which would obviate 
the necessity of recurring, as a temporary 
or partial remedy, to those. measures, of 
the effects of which the noble and learned 
lords so. much complained. He felt ail 
their objections to acts of insolvency ; but, 
at the same time, he was of opinion, that 
justice and humanity required the adope 
tion of the one now proposed. His noble 
friend behind him (Holland) had cor- 
rectly stated the circumstances which gave 
rise to the present measure; but, at that 
period, he was not aware that his official 
avocations would have allowed so much 
leisure as he had found they did, other- 
wise he would, most certainly, have 
brought forward his promised measure; 
which the advanced) state of the’ sessiog 
alone prevented him from immediatel 
submitting to the attention of their lorde 
ships. He declared his perfect acquies+ 
cence in what had fallen from the noble 
and learned lord (Eldon) as. to the hard- 
ship of the unfortunate. bankrupt, who, 
having literally subscribed to the -provi- 
sions of that code, and fully surrendered 
the whole of his effects, was. still render 
ed subject to the malignity. of an irritated 
and vindictive creditor. But, if there 
was one argument stronger than another 
in support of the measure introduced by 
his noble friend (Holland), it was the case 
so stated by that learned lord (Eldon). 
Many unfortunate men, so circumstanced, 
were to be found in the various prisons of 
the united kingdom; and, therefore, the 
necessity existed of immediately relieving 
them by the direct interference of the lee 
gislature. There was also another obser- 
vation of that noble and learned lord (El- 
don), which immediately applied to and 
bore on the bill before their lordships, 
That learned lord had asserted, that, by 
the frequent operation of such acts, the 
distresses and embarrassments of creditors 
was so augmented, that, in many cases, 
they were unfortunately forced to succeed 
to those very prisons so lately vacated by 
their debtors. Here, then, was another 
undeniable proof of the necessity of a tem- 
porary measure of relief. Men, admit- 
ted to be unfortunate, were actually suf- 
fering. Ought, then, the means of relief 
to be bempeen for another session? Such 


delay would, in his opinion, be an act re- 
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pugnant to every principle -of justice, 
equity, and law. The principle and ob- 
ject on which he wished and recommended 
his measure to proceed, was that of full 
‘enquiry and just discrimination, as his 
sole motive and desire was to relieve 
those whose distressing situation precluded 
the’ ‘capacity of liquidating their debts, 
from absolute inability. Did the insol- 
wency arise from causes founded in un- 
principled dissipation, or a wanton profu- 
sion of means, it would be an act of false 
humanity, nay even of dishonesty, to ene 
deavour to relieve it. ‘But his noble and 
learned colleague (Ellenborough), and 
the ‘noble and learned lord opposite (El- 
don), in asserting, that the debtors who 
had ‘signed the petitions on their lord- 
ships’ table, bad entered into engagements 
with fraudulent intentions, had assumed 
as a fact what they had by no means at- 
tempted to prove. On them rested the 
task of proof; and, ‘until they had sub- 
stantiated it, it was perfectly justifiable 
for'him to assert, that they were vot only 
free from the imputation of fraud, but 
that they were unfortunate; and that they 
had’been ‘peculiarly distressed, and hatdly 
dealt with. He maintained, that every 
prisoner who had signed the petition on 
their lordships’ table, was innocent.’ This 
assertion might be considered as extrava- 
gant; and it was so; it might be consi- 
dered as the effect of inveterate prejudice, 
and, perhaps, it was so. But it was a 
position he had.a right to assume, equally 
en the principles of Christian charity, as 
_on those which had aniformly governed 
_ the proceedings of their lordships, and 
which were so well understood, and so 
strictly adhered to, in that court in which 
the noble and learned lord (Ellenborough) 
so honourably presided, where every man 
was supposed to be innocent until’ his 
guilt: was’ proved. In such a case, how 
then was truth to be elucidated, or the 
fact.to be.ascertained? Only by the opera- 
tion of a bill which gave to the creditor 
the power of proving the fraud, and to the 
imprisoned debtor the power of rebutting 
the accusation. To the fictions of law he 
had no objection, so long as they operated 
in the fertherance. of justice; but‘ he 
should ever deem it incompatible’ with 
British jurisprudence to punish any sub- 
ject for a fraud until the charge sab- 
stantiated by a full and accurate investiga- 
tion. “Phose who were confined for debts, 
were composed of two classes,the ‘un- 


{ise 
fortunate and the fraudulent. To con, 
tinue the imprisonment of the first for hig 
inability to pay, was an act, not of falgs 
humanity, but of complete and flagrant 
injustice: how to proportionate the py 
nishment of the other was the next object 
of consideration, In the commission of 
crimes, the smallest circumstances often 
were found-to create the nicest shade of 
distinction between the degrees of crim. 
nality; and the most minute change jn 
the quality of the guilt, led to a punish: 
ment extremely different. In two cases 
which had lately met his view in the 
newspapers, he had found the principle 
of this observation fully illustrated. The 
first was, where a man, by frequently 
kicking his’ servant-maid, had caused her 
death; the other was that of a serjeant, 
who had wounded a soldier so severely 
with a halbert, as eventually to depriyg 
him of life. In both these cases, the 
charge was murder; and the prisoners, by 
some peculiar nicety of discrimination, 
éscaped conviction; but the jury, in each 
case, returned a verdict of manslaughter; 
and the prisoners were sentenced to 4 
year’s imprisonment. | Viewing the inten 
tions of the respective parties, he believed 
the decisions, in both instances, just. Now, 
admitting that the persons whom the noble 
and learned lords suspected of fraud, were 
really guilty of fraud, he would ask them, 


1806,—Insolvent Debtors? Bill, 


were they willing to assent to the proposi- 


tion that sucha term of confinement, ad- 
judged as the proper punishment for 4 
crime, approaching nearest to the extreme 


of human turpitude, was also a sufficient 


punishment for the fraudulent contraction 
of a debt? Thé noble and learned lords 
had arraigned the increased frequency of 
those acts, and he had expected to hear 
from them what interval ought to ‘take 
place between acts of Insolvency. He 
gretted that they had not favoured the 
house with their opinions of what confine 
ment a debtor should suffer, and what de 
terminate prifciple should operate in fixe 
ing the punishment in such cases, Against 
fraudulent debtors it was his wish, and he 
knew it to be the wish of all the friends oF 
the present bill, that’ its provisions should 
be made as ‘severe as possible. A prilr 
ciple of enquiry and discrimination oughly 
above all things, to #btain in a measure 
this kind?’ The naturé Of the: debt should 
be fully and accurately considered ;—wht 
ther contracted’ with the probable meant 
a Viquidation; and whethef such means 
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were wantonly expended with a profuse 
gd criminal extravagance. If fraud 
should be detected, that fraud ought to 
pe punished ; but let it be punished asa 
qime, and not under the pretext of im- 


rant 

pus pisoument for debt. But, if the inability 
ject fe of the debtor proceeded from unaveidable 
of misiortune. or unforeseen embarrassments, 


fen wkeep such a debtor in prison, merely 
eof miom his incapacity to pay, was, in his 
imi. @ mind, nothing less than an insult to, and 
in Mamockery of, every principle of justice, 
twas insisted by the noble and learned 


lords, and op that asseition much stress 
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ber of debtors which such delay would 
enable to take the advantage of it. Ta- 
king this measure in every point of view, of 
policy, justice, and humanity, he felt the 
legislature imperiously called on to sanc- 
tion this act of relief, for so large a portion 
of their unfortunate, distressed, and suf< 
fering countrymen. 

Lord Ellenborough, in explanation, said, 
that one reason why he objected to the 
bill was, because it contained no such 
principle of discrimination as had been ai- 
luded to by the noble lord (Moira); but 
that it went to set all at liberty, to dis- 
charge the whole in the gross. He was 
convinced, from the acknowledged libera- 
lity of British traders, that they would be 
found, on all occasions, ready to indulge 
their debtors in the most liberal manner 
possible ; and he would take upon him to 
say, that there was scarcely an instance 
where, if they perceived any inelination 
on the part of the debtor to act justly, to 
the extent of his ability, they were not al- 
‘Ways anxious to release him. He must 
impress upon their lordships’ mind that if 
this bill should pass into a law, the pri- 
soners would be for ever discharged, as to 
their persons, without any satisfaction to 
their injured creditors. This was a hard- 
ship which tended to the destruction of 
all trade and credit, as was fully admitted. 
by the preamble of the bill itself,—The 
question was then put, and the house di- 
vided; For the commitment 10; Against 
it 5; Majority 5. The house accord- 
ingly resolved itself into a committee, pro 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 32 
Wednesday, May 14. id 
[Mixures.] A message from the lords, 
announced their lordships’ intention. of 
proceeding with the trial of lord Melville, 
at 10 o’clock to-morrow, in Westminster, 
Hall.—Ou the motion of the Secretary at. 
War, the Mutiny bill passed through a come 
mittee.—Lord Howick brought up. the Re-, 
port of the Committee of Supply, the reson 
lutions of which, for a provision to the, 
family of the late lord Nelson, were read 
and agreed to, and leave given to bring in, 
a bill in pursuance of the same.--Sir Je 


Newport brought up the Irish Stamp Duty; 


bill, the Irish Loan bill, and the Irish Tea 


| Duty bill, all which were read a first tim 


[Conpucr og, Earn, St. Vixcenz, 
| Ma. Jeffery rose, and addressed. the house 


as 
the ws laid by them, that a majority of the 
siple persons confined had thrown themselves 
The (imo prison for the purpose of participating 
ntly inthe benefits of the Act now before this 
her Mlouse. The truth of this fact he knew 
ant, juts but, with his noble friend (Holland), 
rely lg thought there was every reason for 
rive (@ubting it. But, even if they had done 
the be contended that they not. only did 
, by fat which was natural, but that which 
ion, just. They had appealed to the wis- 
cach fm and humanity of the legislature to 
iter; Muteriere between them and their rigorous 
0 4 peditors; and, being ready, fairly and ho- 
ten ustly, to render up every species and sort 
syed Mdtheir property, they were, by every con- 
low, jpimeration of justice and equity, entitled 
oble benefits of the compromise. ‘The 
were (ble and learned lord, opposite, (Eldon) 
nem, jen he presented some petitions hostile 
Dosi- this measure of relief, had said, that 
(ley merited the particular attention of 
ora Muthouse. In that remark he fully coin- 
reme piled. They did indeed merit the atten- | furmd. 
cient 0 of their Jordships; but it was as ob- 
tion MMS Of curiosity: and he could not help 
lords Mapessing his surprise, that that noble 
cy of M@ learned lord should have presented 
heat @Mitions so incompatible with the prin- 
take Miles and maxims of every regular and 
ere- policy in all free states. 
| the @imese petitioners had inveighed against 
fines @™ provisions of a bill of -which they 
t dey iemte totally ignorant, and which was not 
| fixe own even to their lordships. Without 
ainst @POving to their lordships any immediate 
id he fptcern that they had in the express ob- 
ds Of Of the, bill, they had assumed the 
ould not of petitioning, but of delivering 
pritr Métconclusive opinion on the principle 
ughty Mich was likely to occupy the attention 
ire 0 d the legislature, One strong induce- 
howld Bit with him why the bill should no 
be deferred that the greater 
the greater would be the injury, 


as follows :—Mr, Speaker, I now rise, pury 


Wilke. creditors, from the additional num- 


|suant to aly uctice, to call the attention 
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of the house to thepapers laid on the table, 
relative to the Naval department; and to 
bring forward and substantiate the Charges 
which I have made of misconduct and 
neglect against. the earl of St. Vincent, 
@uring the time he presided at the board 
of adihiralty, for which stand pledged 
to this house and tothe public. I flatter 
myself, sir, that the house will do me the 
justice to believe, what I at first declared, 
and now upon my honour repeat, that | 
did undertake the task of public accusa- 

tion of his lordship, without previous con- 
sultation with any person whatever ; but 

not without having good ground’ for the 

accusation, and sufficient information to 

‘warrant it. Still, however, I had not any 
intention of doing it on the day I at first 

addressed this house; but was, at that 

time, solely impelled by the repeated, ill- 

timed, and extravagant praises of the ear] 

of St. Vincent’s zealous, but mistaken 

friends. I then felt, as I now feel, that I 

was, and am, discharging a duty which 

every member ought to feel when the in- 

terests of the country are at stake; and, 

at a time when our very existence as a 

great, free, and independent state is 

threatened and endangered. The task I 

have undertaken I by no means repent. 

T only lament that it has not fallen into 

more able hands; but, as I pursued my 

enquiries, | have derived strength and 

confidence from the strength of my cause, 

in point of substantial proofs founded on 

facts authentically recorded. On these | 

now proceed, intreating the patient atten- 

tion and candid hearing of this house.— 

Before I adduce any charges against earl 

St. Vincent for unprecedented neglect in 

building and repairing of ships whilst his 

lordship presided at the board of admi- 

ralty; and with delivering up the navy to 

his successor in a far less efficient state 

than that in which he received it; it is im- 

portant that I should shew what exertions 

‘were made during a period df several years 

preceding his lordship’s administration ; 

_ and what exertions are necessary to pre- 
e the Navy in an effective and power- 

fal state. Having done this, it will only 
‘remain for me to shew, whether earl 
St. Vincent followed the footsteps of 
his predecessors in making provision 
dial to theirs; and whether his mea- 
sures were generally such as the situa- 
tion of the country demanded, — By 
amaccount presented the 26th of May,’ it 
‘appears that no ~~ sail of the 


line and 45 frigates were launched betiveey 
1783 and 1792, a period of peace pre: 
vious to the last war. This proves; tha 
building to 4 grelt extent, and thereh 
recruiting our havy; was deemed highly 
necessary in time of peace ; and its bene 
ficial effects have been fully felt in the late 
war. It is worthy of reinark; that otttof 
the number so built, 30 of the 42 sail of. 
the line, and 41 of the 45 frigate’; werd 
launched from the merchants’ yards, §% 
that even in peace we were indebted g 
the merchants’ yards for the greater 

of our naval, strength ; although perhapj 
the necessity for so doing miglit have been 
less urgent, than earl St. Vincent express. 
ed it to be in his letter of 29th Dec, 1809; 
on which I shall have occasion to_obgerye 
more fully.—But, sir, 1 shall shew, that 
notwithstanding the laudable attention 
paid to building ships, it is notorious that 
the greatest exertions were also iiaile if 
all the king’s yards in repairing ships 
during the whole of the peace preteding 
the last war; and that, in “1, time (asi 
have just stated) 42 sail of the line and 4§ 
frigates were built, so that the good staté 
and condition of the navy at the com: 
mencement of the last war cannot be 
doubted; indeed, I am warranted in a 
serting, that there were at that time not 
less than 100 sail of the line; together 
with a suitable proportion of smaller ships, 
in complete condition, and fit to go to an 
}part of the world; and many mort, wi 
trifling repair, might have been so, ifthey 
had been wanted, This then was the state 
\of the navy at the commencement of the 
last war in 1793, The accounts beginning at 
page 4 of the papers orderéd to be printed 
28th May, 1805, will shew the means by 
\which the.navy has been upheld. On ont 
\side, are the numbers added from timets 
time, either by building, cafiture of pur 
chase; and on the other, the nombers 
taken from the navy, either by being Sold} 
taken to pieces, captured by the enemy, oF 
lost. From Jan. 1793, to Feb; 1801) 
}when earl St. Vincent came to. the adm 
ralty, a period of 8 years,it dppears ther? 
were 18 sail of the line and 46 frigatef 
built; 43 sail of the line; dnd 66 ire 
captured; and 5 sail of the libe, and 
frigates. purchased; making in all, 66 sal 
of the line, and 121 frigates ; which for tt 
8 years made an average of 8} ships of the 
line, and 15 frigates annually.But, it 
may be said, that’as this’ calculation ™ 


cludes captured and purchased shiph 
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which cannot be considered equal to new ; 


and it being my wish to ascertain the ac- 
tual annual increase of new ships, in order 
to maintain a given force; I shall deduct 


did from the number of ships captured 


and purchased. And as no less than 24 
sail of the line and 36 frigates of these 


‘captured ships were in commission in May 


last, it must be considered a very liberal 
allowance. ‘This will reduce the fair an- 
nual average addition to 6} sail of the 
line and 12 frigates, new ships.—The 
next point to be considered is, whether the 
jncrease which the navy received during 8 
years preceding earl St. Vincent’s vice-ad- 
ministration was, or was not actually ne- 
eessary for maintaining it in an effective 
State.—It must be allowed, that great 
even as the exertions of bis lordship’s pre- 
decessors were, they have unquestionably 
proved insufficient to preserve the navy, 
© the same good state in which it was 
when the war began. Our ships had very 
severely suffered, although the actual num- 
bers had increased. Their state and con- 
dition (by which alone the real strength 
@fthe navy can be estimated) was greatly 
impaired. This is most alarmingly proved 
by the account of ships paid off, between 
Oct, 1801, and May 1804; for out of 114 
sail of the line and 120 frigates so paid off, 
110 of the former, and 115 of the latter, 
Stood in need. of repair; and by far the 
greater part of great repair.—As a further 
proof that the annual addition of 6§ sail 
of the line and 12 frigates, which I have 
stated, is not equal to maintain the naval 
force which has been employed, in actual 
Service for years past, I will observe, that 
@ship is calculated not to run above 15 
years; affording such ships, one with an- 
other, every repair which it can be advise- 
able to give. Now, there have been upon 
4p average during the greater part of last 
war, 110 sail of the line, and 170 frigates 
in commission; and allowing every ship 
to run 15 years, it would require an addi- 
tion of full 7 sail of the line and 12 frigates 
to maintain such force+-any thing short of 
this supply would diminish the naval 
Strength. I must likewise observe, that 
this supposed sufficiency depends upon 
contingencies; for it. will not provide 
pi casual possible disasters to our 

ets,—Sir, I shall now enquire whether 
Sarl St. Vincent, did keep pace with his 
predecessors; aud whether he did add at 
the rate of Gi sail of the line and 12 
frigates which it was manifestly 

OL. 


his duty to-have done; and whether he 
left to his successors the practicable meaus 
uf doing it? First, as to ships of the line. 
[ beg to refer to p. 16: of the papers before 
mentioned, where it will appear that on 
the 18th Feb. 1801, when earl St, Vin- 
cent came into office, there were 15 sail of 
the line on the stocks building, viz. 6 in 
the king’s yards, and 9 in the merchants’ 
yards, which, with the 4 captured; between 
Feb, 1801, and May 1804, would, I con 
ceive, have enabled his lordship to have 
added the required increase without ex- 


traordinary exertion, and by the.usual and 


ordinary methods, without the necessity 
of inventing new projects, by which it 
has been said that 50 sail of the line might 
be built in the king’s yards in a twelve- 
month.—But I shall prove that his lord- 
ship neglected the certain productive 
means practised by his predecessors, and 
every other mode of maintaining the navy; 
for only 10 ships were launched in the 3 
years and 3 months whilst he was at the 
admiralty; namely, 7 out of the 9 in the 
merchants’ yards, ani 3 only of the 6 in 
the king’s yards, which ships were com- 
pleted. without his lordship’s assistance. 
For those in the merchants’ yards were of. 
course completed according to contract, 


and 2 of the 3 in the king’s yards were in © 
so forward a state in Feb. 1801, as to be 


launched in June and October following, 
before any effect was produced from his 
lordship’s remissness. His lordship never 
used the means for completing the re- 
mainder ; for he launched but one single 
ship (the Colossus) between ‘Oct. 1801, 
and May 1804; and at the same time 
forbad recourse to the merchants’ yards, 
And though his predecessors left him 15. 
sail of the line building, he left but 9 to 
bis successors; and 5 of those. 9 were 
upon the stocks when he came into office. 
And so little was done to the ships left, 
that only 7 out of the 9, as will appear 
by the printed accounts, notwithstanding 
every exertion has been made, can be 
launched within 3 years, from the period 
of his. quittiag the admiralty in May. 1804. 
From these incontrovertible facts, it: is 
evident that earl St. Vincent, was left by 
his predecessor with the ample means fur 
provision equal to former: years; but-in- 
stead of availing himself of; those means, 
there were only launched, 10 sail of the 
line in 3 years and 3 months, while he was 
in office; and he left his successor with 


only possibility of Jauuehing 7,-in.3 
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succeeding years, making 17; which with 
4 captured, between 1801 and 1804, are 
in the whole 21 sail of the line in 6 years, 
not one half the number which had been 
_ provided by his lordship’s predecessors in 
the same space of time, though he had the 
peace in his favour. But even the full 
number would not have equalled what the. 
situation of the couutry, and the impaired 


"tate of our navy, demanded.—I shall 


now make a similar statement in respect 
of the frigates. As lord St. Vincent paid 
so little attention to building line-of-battle 
ships, it is not surprising that he should be 
equally negligent in providing a compe- 
tent supply of frigates. On the 18th Feb. 
1801, there were 11 frigates on the stocks 
building ; viz. 4in the king’s yards, and 7 
in the merchants’ yards. ‘Those in the 
king’s yards were in astate of great for- 
wardness ; the 7 in the merchants’ yards 
were on contract, and 5 of them were ac- 
tually launched long before the expiration 
of the year 1801.—That the predecessors 
of earl St. Vincent, by leaving 11 frigates 
on the stocks (even had they not been in 
such forward state), leit his lordship 
ample means to make as great a provision 
within the year, by building alone, as had 
been tmade for a series of years, previous 
to his lordship’s administration, will ap- 
pear by reference to the last mentioned ac- 
count, which proves that the successors of 
lord St. Vincent, finding that exertions 
_ were necessary, and-earnest as they were 
to remedy the effects of his lordship’s in- 
activity, actually built 4 frigates im the 
king’s yards, within the short space of 6 
months ; forming a striking contrast to the 
supineness and negligence of lord St. Vin- 
cent.—During the 3 years and 3 months 
earl St. Vincent directed the affairs of the 
navy, he launched only 12 frigates, even 
under the favourable circumstances I have 
stated. There were also 10 frigates cap- 
tured during this period, from which I de- 
duct #rd, upon the same principle as | 
made a similar deduction from the ships 
captured in the 8 years previous to earl St. 
Vincent’s coming to the admiralty. This 
wil! make the total number of frigates 
‘added by earl St. Vincent in 3 years and 3 
‘months, 19. Now, sir, I trust Ihave al- 
ready convinced the house, that an an- 
nual addition of 12 frigates had been made 
to the navy during the 8 years preceding 
‘earl St. Vincent’s administration, and that 
sich addition was not sufficient to pre- 
serve the navy in the good and effective 


‘ 


state in which it was, at the commence. 
ment of that period. In what point of 
view then, will this house and the country’ 
see the conduct of lord St. Vincent, when, 
imstead of making greater exertions, ang 
greater provision than his predecesson 
(which the situation of the country, and 
the state of the navy certainly demanded), 
he literally did not make half the provision 
which they did ?—In 3 years and 3 months 
he added ouly 19 frigates, whereas he 
should have added 39.- His lordship wa 
not awakened to the necessity of buildi 
this class of useful ships, ‘until a short time 
previous to his quitting the admiralty, and 
long after the war began, when orders were 
issued for laying down 8 in the 
yards ; none of which were however be, 
gun, till after he quitted the admiralty, 
and which measure is more to be attr 
buted to the dissatisfaction which begap 
to shew itself about that time within thy 
house, and the clamour without it, than to 
any spontaneous effort of his own.—Oh 
the 15th of May 1804, when earl St. Vin. 
cent resigned his office, the country being 
then at war, he left but one single frigate 
on the stocks, building in the king’s yards, 
see p. 17. of the printed ‘accounts. Itis 
true there were 9 contracted for, to be 
built in the merchants’ yards ; but of these 
9, only four were just begun, so that eal 
St. Vincent, instead of leaving to his sue 
cessor 11 frigates building, being the num 
ber he received from, his predecessor, lef 
but 5; viz. in the king’s yards and 
the merchants’ yards. I trust the hous 
will do me the justice to acknowledge that 
there were good grounds for an investigé 
tion of the conduct of eart St. Vincent, 
—Having thus proved that earl St. Vie 
cent did not make those exertious in build. 
ing, which were made by his predecessors, 
I naturally enquired into the cause’ of this 
neglect; what arguments could be a 
duced in extenuation of his conduct; 
whether or not, as great a necessity for 
building existed at the one period as the 
other; whether earl St. Vincent was mote 
fortunate in ‘point of captures than his pre 
decessors ; whether the political situation 
of the country, during his lordship’s adair’ 
nistration, demanded less energy ; whether 
the preparations in foreign, and partic 
larly the enemy’s ports, ‘were cartied 00 
with less vigour than heretofore; and whe 
ther they were building merely 
shells, as stated by the gallant adminll 


(Markham), one of -his lordship’s 
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feagues, and which would be too con- 
feniptible to require a British navy to 
subdue ?—But I submit to the judgment 
of the house, whether in every one of 
those respects, the state and situation of 
the country were not such as to call 
forth and demand every possible exer- 
fion, even far beyond those of his pre- 
decessors. I find from the accounts com- 
mencing at p. 4, of the last mentioned 
printed papers, that from the Ist Jan, 
4793, to 18th Feb. 1801, 66 sail of the 
line were added tu the navy, by building, 
capture, or purchase ; and that there were 
hen from the navy, by various casualties, 
fo more than 21; leaving an addition of 
45 sail of the line in the period of 8 years: 
and that there were in the same time 121 
frigates added, and only 53 taken away ; 
leaving an addition of 68 frigates : whereas 
during the administration of earl St. Vin- 
cent, from Feb. 1801, to 15th May 1804, 
only 14 sail of the line were added, and 11 
were taken from the navy ; leaving an ad- 
dition of 3 sail of the line in a period of 
Syears and 3 months, But as to frigates, 
®only were added, and there were 30 
taken away; an actual decrease of 8 fri- 
gates.—I appeal to the house, whether 
under the general circumstances of the 
country, earl St. Vincent had any grounds 
to suppose that exertions were unneces- 
; whether his neglect was not crimi- 

al? But earl St. Vincent's criminality 
was great indeed: he cannot plead igno- 
fance in extenuation of his guilt: he knew 
that there was necessity for building: he 
declared that opinion in this emphatic 
linguage, in which I am sure the bouse 
ill concur; “ that there was an urgent 

necessity for building iu every part of the 
Kingdom.” So fully was he convinced of 
that necessity, so much did it prey upon 
hismind, that he owned “ he could sel- 
dom converse. with the comptroller of the 
my on any subject without introducing 
his topic.” And when he erroneously 
conceived that the comptroller had de- 
lyed, even for a few days, his orders for 
thtering into contracts, he addressed him 
interms of reproach ; repeated his orders 
fo build ; and accompanied those orders 
witha sharp rebuke. I beg permission to 
Rad the correspondence on this subject. 
[Here the hon. gent.read the said correspon- 
dence to the house ; having doue which, he 
Continued as follows ;] Will not the house 
te astonished after hearing these letters, 
and knowing the urgent necessity for build- 
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ing ships; and convinced as the ngble 
lord himself was of that necessity, to find, 
that although his lordship remained in of- 
fice a year and a half after this extraordi- 
nary correspondence, and that the war 
took place within 3 months, his lordship 
did not éven condescend to give any rea- 
sons for rejecting the builders’ terms; nor 
direct any measures to be taken by the 
navy board to build, or procure a single 
ship in any other way, during his lordship’s 
stay in office ? This must be deemed a very 
unaccountable termination of the corre- 
spondence, and [ leave to his lordship’s 
friends to make the best excuse they can 
for such extraordinary conduct, and to ex- 
plain the reasons and circumstances which 
occurred in the short space of 15 days, and 
at a moment when war was inevitable, to 
render the building line-of-battle ships al- 
together unnecessary. It has been assert- 
ed in another place, that the reason ships 
were not contracted for, were the objec- 
tions to such as were built in merchants’ 
yards ; were not those objections as evi- 
dent on the 29th Dec. 1802, as they were 
on the 13thof Jan. aperiod of only 15 days 
after? But if his lordship changed his 
ind in this respect in ashort time, did 
that remove the necessity of building ships ? 
Could there be any possible reason for de- 
clining to build altogether ? Why were not 
ships built in the king’s yards; particular 
ly when he affected to be convinced by ' 
every thing but practice, that the king’s 
yards were equal to build the whole navy ? 
It was certainly evident to the noble lord 
himself, that the country required every 
possible exertion to maintain an efficient 
navy. I see by papers called for by an 
hon, admiral (Markham), that speculative - 
schemes and new-fangled projects were 
about that time iu contemplation, by 
which 50 sail of the line might be built in 
the king’s yards annually. When those 
papers are brought into discussion, and ar-, 
guments adduced in support of this misre- 
presentation, I shall have no difficulty in 
proving the fallacy and absurdity of the 
statement, and that it is founded ou an im- 
position and deception; somewhat similar 


}to the extraordinary and ingenious but ve- 


ry irregular calculations of the same au- 
thor, wherein pounds sterling were stated 
instead of Rupees of half a crown each ; 
for the purpose of criminating a gallant 
and meritorious sea-officer. (Vide the pa- 
pers printed by the house of commons re- 
lating to sir Home Popham). This cannot 
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te misurderstood.--But during the time 
these whims and fancies employed -the at- 
tention of the noble lord, instead of build- 
ing 50 sail of the line, he was taking no 
_ one step by which a single line-of-battle 
ship could be added to the navy, It was 
net tor want ofslips to lay down as many 
* they. wished ; for it appears by p. 19 of 
e papers printed 28th May, that 13 out 

of 20 were unoccupied on 15th May 1804, 
when earl St. Vincent quitted the admi- 
ralty. No; his lordship had wantonly dis- 
charzed the workmen from the dock-yards 
and they had obtained employmeut else- 
where; many, in the dock-yards of our 
enemies. His haughty and illiberal con- 
duct had disgusted every man in the ser- 
vice, and this at a time when our navy 
was fast running to ruin, as I have already 
stated, and will more fully prove ; and no 
provision was making to remedy so alarm- 
ing an evil, either by building new ships, 
or by those which required it. 
Our dock-yards had neither Ship Wrights, 
ior materials, nor sufficient stores of any 
kind to supply the wants of the service. 
The deticiency of ‘Ship Wrights is proved 
by an account called for by an hon, admi- 
ral and now on the table, which shews the 
number borne in all the yards on 31st Dec. 
in each year from 1793. To prove (if 
proofs are wanting) the miserable state of 
the yards in respect to timber, I need only 

' read the letters from the officers of the 
yards, which will be found in p. $9 of the 
papers presented the 28th of May, and then 
enquire, if-this is the way in which the 
works of the British navy can be maintain- 
ed ?—Sir, IJ flatter myself that I have fully 
proved to the house the shameful neglect 
of lord St. Vincent in regard to building 
ships. I shall now proceed toshew some of 
the effects which have resulted from this 
neglect. Why the tenders which were sent 
from the navy board to the admiralty were 
tefused, we are yet to learn. but, I beg 
eave to state that in consequence of his 
lordship’s unfortunate capricious determi- 
fiation, the country has sustained an in- 
creased expence of more than 200,000/.; 
for his successor (from the urgent necessity 
Of the case) was compelled to give 36/. per 
ton, i.e. an advance of 10/. per ton, or 
40 per cent. for building ten 74-gun ships. 
Th:ghowever was not the only circumstance 
to.be regretted. Had his lordship conti- 
fued in. one m.ud from the 5th Jan. to the 
13th, those 10shipswouldere-this have been 
ready for the sea—As the circumstances 


to the admiralty, informing them of their 
having been obliged to give $6/. per ton 
for the ships which they had, by direction 
of the board of admiralty, agreed for, arg 
rather of an extraordinary complexion; 
I must beg the patience of the house while 
I read it, as well as that which introduces it, 
{Here the hon. gent. read the. said letter, 
which will be found in p. 97 of the paperspre. 
sented the 28th of May.] As these letters 
‘speak for themselves, | shall only observe, 
that a similar instance of breach of faith 
between government and indjviduals is nut, 
,L hope, to be found, for it has done much 
mischief. And J] cangot but: lament that 
one of the noble lord’s colleagues should 


;have had the interest of his country so lite 


‘tle at heart, as to have acted in a manner 
‘so unbecoming, and so detrimental to the 
concerns of the pation.—But, whatever 
‘might have beenahe expence of those ships, 
lif there weré no means by which: they 
could otherwise have beet procured, therg 


lin lord St. Vincent’s own emphatic words, 
went to the length of ‘ as.many as could 
be procured in every part of the kingdom." 
‘And yet the noble lord thought properte 
tisk the safety of the country, bya false, 
ill-judged, and ill-timed economy, of which 
the inevitable result, as his lordship ought 
to have foreseen, led to very great addie 
tional expence in the course of the requ 
site preparations for maintaining the navy. 
Possibly his lordship’s successor might have 
the censure of ear] St. Vincent and his 
friends, for giving the additional priee of 
101. per ton; but instead of censure, | 
highly commend the conduct of that noble 
lord, I mean lord Melville ; and his active, 
zealous successor lyrd Barhain ; whortill 
lately presided at the board of admiralty; 
whose exertions and judicious measures 
have preserved the navy and perhaps the 
country from ruin.—Suppose the contratr 
ted system of lord St. Vincent had been 
persisted in; must it not have been rut 
ous to the great interests of the kingdom! 
‘We should not then, as we happily now 
have,.an opportunity to exultin, and com 
wemorate the signal and glorious victory 
of Trafalgar, achieved by that great, 7 
nowned, and ever-tc-be-lamented ber 
lord Nelson;: nor the subsequent succet 
of the gallant sir R. Strachan; by which 


should we: have had to congratulate: the 


country on the more recent, signal and 


‘ . 7 


contained in the letter from the navy board , 


was an urgent necessity, and that necessity, © 


the victory. was made complete. Neithet 
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ard | fious defeat and capture of the enemy’s| other dock-yards,’ nor by the navy board. 
ei feet off St. Domingo, by that meritorious|But the commissioners of the navy, in’ i 


ton oficer admiral sir J. T. Duckworth ; nor |Jietters bearing date 3ist March, and 21st 
ion that of the Maringo and Belle Poule by} April, 1804, sav, that “ they are willing 4 
are sir J. B. Warren: instead of the almost}to adopt|whatever plan lord St, Vincent i 
on; complete demolition of the combined fleets | should please to direct ;’? and that “ no i 
hile of France and Spain, our inferior block-]exertion shall be wanting on their part, to i] 


5 it, ading squadron (for such, if any, it must{give it the fullest effect.” But, no; his i 
ter, have been) would have been compelled to | lordship did not think proper to commit 


pres have quitted their station, when the enemy | hiniself by positive orders, so-as"to bring 

ters i had chose to put to sea, on which they}responsibility on himself.—What- is the , 
rve, would have rode the triumphant and un-{result of the papers called for, in proof of i 
aith molested masters; and uucontrolled, jlord St. Vincent's vigilance and activity as 
nut, § would have directed their hostile attempts | to the increase of our naval power? — Did © 

uch ggainst our unprotected shores, colonies, | he, whilst he presided at the admiralty, 


that and commerce.—As an Englishman, Ij build, as was suggested might have been 
ould shudderjat the thought, but 1 have every{ done, 50 sail of the line? No. Iam sure 
) lite season to’ believe, that this supposition} the house will be astonished at hearing me’ 
and probability (dreadful as they are) declare, that he did no more’towards build 
sthe f would have been fatally realized. And{ing line-of-battle ships than what is equal: | 
ever ff had this actually been the case, in what ato 2$ sail of the line, for the 3 years and” | 
hips, | dishonourable, degraded g.ate must this}3 months he was first lord of the admi-° 
they country have been in at this moment;|ralty. What, then, becomes of the boast | 
here § hombled to the dust at the feet of France; |of what was intended to be done? Where 
sity, and obliged, perhaps, abjectly to sue for,}are we to find the promised augmentation 
ords, | and accept, any terms of peace, which|of our great bulwark, the navy? ‘here’ 
ould § that proud, ambitious, all-grasping power |surely can be nothing to boast of, where _ | 
would deign to grant or arrogantly im-|nothing has been done. -I cannot leave | 
erto Sir, -J mean not to reprobate lord | this part of the subject without expressing 
Vincent's plan of reforming the abuses} my full conviction, that the present state 

vhich and economizing the management of the} of the navy requires the most serious con- 
nught # dock-yards, but I do consider him as high- | sideration of this house, and of the coun- — 
addie # lyculpable, for neglecting the not less im-|try ; and however fortunate we have been 
equ § portant branches of his duty, that of build-jin our unprecedented success and our 
pavy. § ing and repairing ships, in order to keep | mary signal victories, the state of the navy | 
face with the alarming augmentation of calls for all the vigilance,energy,and indus- ~| 
d bis § those of the enemy. ‘I'he state of the na-|try of the noble lord who now fills the im~ | 
ee of — wyhad claims, above any other considera-| portant office of first lord of the admiralty, | 
sre, 1 § tion whatever, to his lordship’s serious at-|and | conjurehim to give it his mostserious 
noble § tention and most active exertions.—If lord | attention ; for even at this moment there is 
clive, § St. Vincent was of opinion, that the long- |‘ an urgent necessity for building as many 
ho till f accustomed mode and practice in the dock-| ships as can be procured in every part of 
ralty; | yards respecting Ship Wrights and labou-| the kingdom ;” as well as for the utmost 
asures ters required change and reform, why did} exertion to repair our present navy.—Ha- 
ps the § he not give directions for the adoption of| ving thus entered into a long and I fear te- 
asystem deemed by him so necessary and |dious detail of the measures and conduct’ 
| been § beneficial to the public service, and have|of earl St. Vincent with respect to build- 

ruite seen that-such directions were carried into|ing ships ; having shewn the banefulef= 
execution? The time that should have|fecis of such measures; and I trust, 
now been thus:amployed, was spent in ineffec-| ready justified the expression I used‘on 
}coms § tually projecting schemes which were sug-| former day, that lord St. Vincent was, by 
jetory ou by the new master Ship Wright of|a culpable neglect of the duties of ‘the 

ymouth yard, and approved of only by} great most important office, (even-' 

hero, § his brother, the friend and adviser of lord| tually, for it ‘cannot ‘be supposed that F 
uccess St. Vincent.—And here beg to call'the}meaut intentionally and with design,) as 
tention of the house to:the following’ ve-| great an) enémy. as this country ever Had; 
jeithet tyimportant observations. It appears from | now beg the indulgence of the hodse- 
the the documents before'the house, that: the |for a short timelonper; whilé make a few 
nid gl proposed alteration of system ‘was notap-}observations’on such: parts ‘of thé papers 

Proved of by any of the officers of the Jas clearly demonstrate the disgraceful man- 
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~ mer in which his lordship neglected to per- 
' form another equally important part of his 
~ duty, the Repairs of the Fleet ; and which, 
think, cannot fail to convince every 
smember of. this house and the country, 

* that the navy of Great Britain, under the 
ement of earl St. Vincent, was fast 
approaching to. destruction.—With a view. 
of obtaining clear and precise. information 
on this head, I called for a list of the Ships 
of the Line and Frigates paid off between 


Ist Oct, 1801, (when the preliminaries of} 


peace were signed,) and 8th March 1803, the 
commencement of the present war ; shew- 
ing the nature of the repair each required, 
- to be put into condition for permanent 
service. Also, a list of the Ships in Ordi- 
nary on the Ist Oct. 1801 ; stating in like 
- manner the nature of the repair each 
required, to be put into condition for 

rmanent service.—I likewise moved for 
a List of Ships of the Line and Frigates 
actually repaired, between the Ist Oct. 
1801, and 15th May 1804, when earl St. 
Vincent quitted the admiralty ; shewing the 
time when each was completed; the na- 
ture of the repair each required when 
taken in hand, to be put into con- 
dition for ‘permanent service; and the 
nature of the repair actually given. Had 
his lordship been aware of the state 
and condition of the navy at the con- 
clusion of the last war; and to sup- 
pose him ignorant, would be to sup- 
pose him highly culpable; his lordship 
must have known that in consequence 
of a long and harassing war, the situa- 
tion of our navy, so far from justifying 
supineness and inactivity, called loudly up- 
on the first lord of the admiralty for ex- 
traordinary, for unprecedented exertions 
and activity.—It appears, sir, by these ac- 
counts, that there were only 15 sail of the 
line in ordinary in Oct. 1801, (exclusive 
of such ships as were unfit to be repaired 
for sea-service,) and that 10 of those 15 
stood in need of repair, and the other 5 re- 
quired either fitting for sea, or making 
_good their defects ; and that between Oct. 
1801, and March 1803, 114 sail of the line 
were paid off, two only of which were in 
oe condition ; one other is expressed as 

tting ; and another whose state and con- 
dition is uncertain. So that there were no 
less (including the ships in ordinary on 1st 
Oct. 1801,) than 120 sail of the line which 
stood in need of repair.—And here I beg 
to enumerate the numbers, under each 
head, or class of repair required, and un- 
der the various official denominations : 


‘pair, 14 between middling and large, 99 
16 small, 4 very small; total 120,-] 
ships of the line actually repaired by eur 


1804, as taken from the account ordered 
to be printed July 3, 1805, and which ag. 
count the house will understand is not. cons 
fined to those paid off by his lordship, but 
relates to the whole of the navy repaired. 
Of the 14 under the head of very large re, 


der the bead of large repair, 5 were repair. 
ed; of the 14 between middling and large, 
none were repaired ; of the 22 iniddli 

4 were repaired ; of the 12 between small 


required very small, were all 4 repaired; 
total 26,—So that it appears that earl St, 


repaired no more than 26 sail of the line, 
the greater part of which were those that 
required the least repair; although his 
lordship must have known that there were 
full 120 sail of the line which stood ip 
need of repair, and that the ordinary didnot 
afford any resource.— But, sir, the propor 
tion of work performed by earl St. Vincent 
in the 2 years and 8 months, to the whole 
quantity of work necessary to be perform. 
ed, before the 120 sail of the line could 
be put into a complete state, falls far shor 
of the proportion of 26 to 120; for the 
greater part of the ships repaired, were, as 
I have already stated, such as required the 
least to be done to them; and I have, for 
the information of the house, ascertained, 
what proportion the actual work perform 
ed by earl St. Vincent bears to the whole.— 
The expence of workmanship for each des 
nomination of repairs will accurately de 
termine the proportion one bears to ands 
ther; and which expence, I believe, wil 
be found upon an average as nearly as po 
sible, on the following. calculation fora 
74-gun ship. I conceive it necessary 
be thus minute, as, in bringing forward 
charges of so serious a nature, it is but 
reasonable that those who may be disposed 
to take upon themselves the defence of bis 
lordship, should see the precise grounds 08 
which the charges rest. The expence 

workmanship may be reasonably estimaled 
at, 14,000/.; Large Repair, 10,500; 
Between Middling and Large, 5. 


| Middling, 555001, ; Between iddling 


St. Vincent, between Oct. 1801, and May 


[1726 
}14 required very large repair, 38 large re, 


middling, 12 between middling and small, 


shall now, sir, enumerate the number of 


pair, not one was repaired; of the 38 un. 
and middling, 3 were repaired ; of the 16” 
small, 10 were repaired ; and the 4 which 


Vincent during a period of 2 years and 8 
months immediately succeeding the war, ' 


\ 
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Small, 9,5002.; Small, 2,500/.; ‘Very 
§mall, 2,000/.—Now, sir, thie whole ex- 
e of workmanship for the repairs ac- 


ft tually performed by earl St. Vincent agree- 
‘Ey ably to this calculation, would amount to 
™ @ 418,000% The expeuce in like manner 
*Y & onthe ships in ordinary in Oct. 1801, and 
“ the 120 ships paid off between Oct. 1801, 
ul and March 1803, amounts to 918,000/. 
Therefore the proportion of repair,’ per- 

me formed by earl St. Vincent to the whole 
= amount required, was as 118,000/. is to 
Ai 918,000/., or nearly 1 to 8, and this in 2: 
years and 8 months. His lordship at this 
a Bh inte (which cannot be denied to be a fair 
Ls, statement) would have been 20 years com- 
| Pleting the whole.—I have only to re- 
16 mark, that a ship, after being completely 
sich Paired for permanent service, cannot be 
ad. i expected to-run above 5 years without re- 
fresh actual repairs, exclusive 
dg casual defects made good: how far, 
war, Me, bis lordship’s measures were calcu- 
line,  ledto maintain a navy of above 400 sail 
that of the line in actual service at sea, I shall 
his @ Rave the house and the country to deter- 
mineé—-Lord St. Vincent was not, it 
dt ems, awake to a sense of danger, and to, 
dnot Wenecessity of beginning to put the navy 
spore efficient state, even till within a 
ots month before Press Warrants were issued ; 
L068 to refer to letters from the officers of 
form Me dock-yards, which prove this to its full 
could g Stent. They will be found in p. 39 of the 
short @ Mpers presented to the house on the 28th 
r the a” May.—Is it impossible that the officers 
our principal dock-yards, should have 
od the Occasion to express theniselves in those 
e, for ms, only one month before the com- 
ained, MBCement of hostilities? Can any one 
form. M0 has seen the correspondence which 
passed between the ministers of this coun- 
ch dee and those of France, from the time the 
sy dee tinitive treaty was signed, to the com- 
anoe of the present war, the whole 
ce, will which bespeaks the almost certainty of 
as pot wr; I say, sir, can any one, having seen 
fora git correspondence, believe that during 
sary {0 the time it was carrying on, those who di- 
orward led our naval affairs were incurring to 
ig but @WecOuntry a useless and great expence in 
liting its’ Navy for a state of Ordinary? 
e of bis M2 that, so far from taking such precau- 
andsoa ary measutes as’ might facilitate our 
ence of g Uns of defence and offence, in thie event 


hostilities, they were throwing every 
lipediment in the way by putting the 
sleep; discharging the Ship 


and artificers from the dock- 


Wa] PARL. DEBATES, May ‘14, 1806.—Conduct of Earl St.Vincent. [17% 


yards ; and turning adrift the -brave and 
gallant seamen; mahy of whom imme- 
diately resorted to foreign countries, and 
are at this moment in the dock-yards 
and fleets of our enemies? and this, even 
before they had repaired a: single ship? 
—But so much were they infatuated with | 
false ideas of economy, that they were ac- 
tually selling ships, instead’ of repairing 
them, till hostilities stared them in tle 
face; for it is a fact, that at the moment 
when press warrants were: issued, there 
was an advertisement in the publie news- 
papers, dated Mareh 5, -1803, forthe sale 
of several vessels; but which’ advertise- 
ment was afterwards withdrawn.—The 
eail of St. Vincent also authorised the 
sale of hemp; conceiving, I presume, 
that the: stock in hand was greater than 
was. necessary ; which acceptable article 
found its way to the enemy’s fleets. His 
lordship next visited the dock-yards, in 
order to introduce his system of affected 
reform and false economy; which visita- 
tion, as it was called, was attended with 
unprecedented acts of cruelty and oppres- 
sion. He found them, as he thought, 
over-stocked with artificers, and instantly 
a large reduction took place. And, sir,so 
little importance did he attach to it, that 
this reduction took place, even before that 
solitary ship the Russel was completed ; 
the sitly ship repaired, out of 60 sail of 
the line; part of those which were even 
paid off by himself, all requiring the 3 
first denominations of heaviest repairs. 
It was at a: moment when every man in 
the country anticipated the renewal of the 
war; which expectation was so soon re- 
alised. It was unpardonable, that ample 
provision wasmot made for it. Our pre- 
parations should at least have kept pace 
with those of foreign powers, but more 
particularly with. those of France.—The 
consequences resulting from such mea- 
sures are in a great degree shewn by the 
accounts on the table ; by which it appears, 
that’ during the Jatter years of the last 
war, this country never had less than 100 
sail of the line actually in commission, not 
including harbour duty ships; the average - 
‘is, I belkeve, 104. On the 18th of Feb. 
1801, when earl St. Vincent came to th¢ 
admiralty, ‘afew months previous ‘to the 
termination of the war, there were 102. 
It was, sir, my intention to have. drawn a 
comparison between the nmber in com. 
missidn at this latter period (not knowing 
it had been soon afterwards- increased), 


i 
2 | | 
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and the number in commission at the time 
his. lordship quitted the. admiralty, 14 
months after the war began. But the 
hon. admiral who has moved for.such vo- 


luminous papers, has enabled me to lay 


before the house a much. stronger case 
than I expected.—By hiscalling for an ac- 


_count of the ships in commission, on Ist 


Oct. 1801,, it appears there were 122 sai] 
of the line, being an increase of 20 ships, 
since 18th Feb. 1801.—If the hon, admi- 
ral called for this. account, with a. view of 
giving credit to earl St. Vincent for his 
great exertions in adding those 20 sail to 


the fleet; which I can hardly believe he 


intends, because the hon. admiral cannot 
be ignorant to. whom that credit is due, 
and to whose.exertions the country is in- 
debted; I reply that the fact is, earl St. 
Vincent came into office, just at the time 
the coalition of the northern powers was 
at its, height, and when every possible 
means were necessary, to beat down that 


_ formidable confederacy. These ships, for 


this purpose, were provided, and many of 
them on the point of being commissioned 
at the time earl St. Vincent came into of- 
fice in Feb. 1801. The greatest part were, 
it is true, commissioned by the noble lord, 
but 8 were actually ready by the end of 
March ;.7 by the end of April; and the 
remaining 5 by the last of May; in short, 
the country. was. indebted to earl Spencer 
.for those exertions which proved so suc- 
cessful. An extraordinary survey was 
made about 2 months previous to earl 
St. Vincent’s administration, at the dif- 
ferent dock-yards, for the express purpose 
of putting this measure into immediate 
effect... And therefore this proves that 
_when earl St. Vincent came to the admi- 
ralty, the permanent force was at least 
100 sail.of the line in commission, with 
the means of equipping, upan an emer- 
_gency, 20 sail more. But when earl St. 
incent..quitted the admiralty, above 12 
months after the war commenced, though 
he had had the peace, during which he 
might recruit and refit at his pleasure, 
-there were only 88 sail of the line in com- 
mission, although it cannot be said that he 
was very nice as to their state and condi- 
tion; not another ship could be. sent. to 
_gea; and I fear there is too much reason 
to suspect that representations from offi- 
_cers, of the defective state of their ships, 
were not.attended to ; of which there was 
-one instance in particular; though I would 
now avoid entering into the melancholy 
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enemy was much superior to what it was 


to the calamity, the successors of . earl $f 


subject.—-At this time the navy of 


in the latter part of the last war. 

employed the interval of peace, in baild 
ing and repairing ships; and which (by 
knowing it, as we must have known jf) 
urged the necessity, on our part, of similot 
exertions.—But, sir, it is notorious that 
we had. not the means, 1 appeal to the 
bon. admiral himself, who at that time 
was at the board, whether another ship 
could have been sent to sea? And to add 


Vincent had the mortification to find afte 
all their exertions, which were of no ordi 
nary nature; that though in the course of 
about 8 or 9 months they had fitted 9 
fresh ships, they only served to replace an 
equal number which were found totally 
unfit for further service at sea. Such even 
was the state of those which earl St, Vin 
cent had eommissioned. This fact his 
been confirmed in another place, from aw 
thentig documents.—Let us look at the 
exertions of his lordship’s successors, it 
mediately after he quitted the office. Be 
tween that period and 15th Oct, 1805, 
there were put out of commission 16 al 
of the line and 21 frigates, and commiy 
sioned. 35 sail of the line and 38 frigates 
The improved state of ithe navy since that 
period, speaks for itself; and I shall only 
say that it will be fortunate for the cou} 
try, if the brilliant success of the navy, 
provided by that truly great and. merile 
rious servant of the country, lord Bit 
ham, shall be followed up. with equal good 
fortune, and by similar wisdom and enefgy, 
on the part of his successor, who now pit 
sides at that board.—I must again, iif 
beg the further indulgence of the bout, 
while I. make some observations on sig 
part of the*papers, as respect the suppl 
of timber for the navy; and I conceit 
that this interesting and important sib 
ject. will be found equally deserving # 
rious attention, as those matters which 

have already had occasion to submit® 
the house.It is unnecessary, sir, that 
should enter into a tedious detail of i 
measures which were pursued by the pit 
decessors of earl St. Vincent, in order® 
obtain supplies of timber for the navy; 
is sufficient to know that they were efit 
tual, Timber was procured ; and althoup 
the stock of timber in the country night 
have heen gradually decreasing for pi 
years, still there was no want; the dod 
yards were abundantly supplied; 90% 
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ebee pointed in each yard, called a timber- 
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rious difficulties presented themselves, 
4j) earl St, Vincent came to the admiralty. 
hat the supplies of timber failed daring 
the administration of earl St.’ Vincent, is 
most clearly proved, by: the accounts on 
the table; by which it appears, that in 8 
years preceding that:-period, the annual 
average receipt of tiniber was upwards of 
$2,000 ‘loads ; whereas in the years 1802 
and 1805, it was reduced to less than 
90,000. His lordship quitted the ‘admi- 
falty in May 1804, Offers are usually’ 
made at that season, of the timber in- 
tended to be felled the ensuing year. The 
gavy board state, in their letter to the ad- 
giralty, of 24th March 1804, that the 
merchants could not be induced to come 
forward, and that the offers then made 
amounted to no more than 2,300 to 2,400 
loads.. This, sir, was the situation of the 
country, at a moment when the greatest 
possible exertions in our na¥Al arsenals 
were absolutely. required.—The stock in 
hand, more particularly of usefal timber, 
greatly decreased 5 the works in tH dock 
yards actually stopped for want of timber ; 
and the melancholy prospect of only ob- 
taining from 3 to 4 thousand loads, when the 
aunual expenditure is above 30,000.—As 
Iperceive-by the tenor of the correspond- 
eneebetween the admiralty and navy 
hoards, and by many very specious ac- 
tounts.and papérs moved for by an hon. 
idmiral, that it is intended to attribute the 
tause of al] the insurmountable difficulties 
which arose during the administration of 
trl St. Vincent to the navy board, in- 
sead of the admiralty, it is necessary that 
[thew the. real. cause of such difficulties, 
td to whom it is'to be attributed. And 
tre, sir, I must shortly observe, that the 
fiilure.in supplies of timber appears to 
lave: been confined to earl St, Vincent’s 
Mministration.-There were” abundant 
tupplies.in the time of his predecessors, 
id also in the time of his successors, 
same navy board’ existed before, 
during, and after his lordship’s administra- 
tions Soon aftér: earl St. Vincent came 
ito the admiralty, some matetial altera- 
tions were made by direction of that board, 
in the Rules and ‘Regulations laid down 
for the receipt and management of timber 
in the dock yards and)an officer was ap- 


Master, to whom:the whole of this branch 
ofthe. service was entrusted, 1. do not 
Wish to: be understood, thet the serious 
Mischief which ensued, was owing to the 
wen. 


regulations ‘themselves, but to the unfor- 
tunate interpretation which they were 
liable to, by the offices acting under them 
being influenced by a systetn of terror. A 
system which, 1 am sorty to say, under 
the administration of earl St. Vincent, was 
unhappily introduced into ‘every depart. 
ment of the naval service, but more par- 
ticularly the dock yards.—I will, in as few 
words as possible, state the timber-master’s 
duty, ‘as I think it material it should be 
clearly understood.’ Upon any quantity 
of timber being offered for the navy, a 
purveyor, or shipwright is dispatched into 
the country to view the timber, where it 
lies ; he marks all that he deems fit forthe 
purposes of the dock yards, upon which 
the merchant, or contractor, sends it to 
the yard. Upon its artival there, it is the 
duty of the timber-master to inspect every 
piece of timber, and to determine the spe- 
cific purpose (in building) té which each 
piece is applicable; which determination 
decides the value of the timber ; for it is 
paid for according to such decided quali- 
fication; i. e, the uses to: which it is ‘ap- 
plicable in ship building. If the nierchant 


objects to the valuation of the timber- 


master, the only alternative he has, is to 
take away the timber from the yards, 


after incurring great expence for carriage 
and freight. Now, in order to’ preserve 
a check upon this officer, an account is 
kept of every stick of timber, with the 
qualification at which it was received, and 
according to which it was valued and paid 


for; and this very: much depend8 on the 


Opinion as to its capacity for conversion ; 


and whenever the timber is‘converted, the 
use to which it is actually applied or con- 


verted, is noted against the original entry 
of the timber; so ‘that it is seen at once 


whether the timber ultimately proves of 
superior or inferior quality, of greateror | 
less value, #ifan that at which it was ori- 
ginally received; and according: to the 
favourable or unfavourable appearance of 
this comparison, the conduct of the tim- 
ber-master is deemed culpable or merito- 
rious.—I conceive, sir, that these regula~ 
tions, when exercised with candour and 


justice, According to their true spirit, are 


beneficial ; but when exercised by persons 
who do not strictly: consult the: mutual in- 
terest of the individuat and the publit, 
and who are in a measure awed by the re- 
sponsibility of their situation, they be- 
come dettimental, Inasmuch’ as the: ine 
terest of the timber-masteris diametrically 
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opposite to that of the merchant, itis his 
interest to qualify the timber as low as pos- 
sible, and he has the power of doing it; or 
if the merchant objects, the timbet-master 
may refuse it altogether. If the quality 
of timber is doubtful (and a great deal 
must be so), he will at once reject it, ra- 
ther than hazard its ultimately turning out 
worse than he estimated it; the effect of 
which must be the refusal of a vast deal 


of useful timber; it increases the scarcity, 


enhances the price, creates immense loss 
to the merchant, and finally puts a stop to 
the supply of timber for the navy.—That 
the timber-masters acted under these im- 

ressions, when earl St. Vincent presided 
at the board of admmiralty, and that the 
consequences J have pointed out immedi- 
ately ensued, I am sure no one who has 


_ read the correspondence on the subject 


can entertain a doubt. What is the lan- 


guage of the timber-merchants? They all 


assert, that such alterations have taken 
place in the receipt and qualification oj 
their timber, that it is impossible to supply 
the dock-yards. They do not conceive 
that an advance in price can counter- 
balance the disadvantages which in this 


_Tespect they labour uncer: the receipt 


of timber, both in qualification and mea- 
surement being so considerably reduced, 
-and the quantity refused being increased 
to an amount exceeding all conception, 
[See papers ordered to be printed, July 
3, 1805, p. 66 to 72.J—I observe, in a 
letter from a Mr. Larking to the navy 
board, Feb. 13,1803, he says, “ there 
“ must in the nature. of things be always 
‘6 a great proportion of timber, which will 
* not be quite free from defects, and ol 
“ course some that may be called unpro- 
*¢ fitable for conversion; but if all such 
** is to be refused, it will be in vain to 
“ look for any thing like an adequate 


’ © supply from this or any other country.” 


But, sir, I need not occupy more of your 
_time in bringing forward matter, of which 
the papers moved for afford abundance 
to prove that the representations of the 


_ timber-merchants were. well founded— 


their almost entirely, withdrawing them- 
selves from any connexion with govern- 
ment is sufficient proof.—Howeyer, before 

quit this part of the subject, I must beg 
to: make a few remarks on some of the 


papers which have been moved for by the 


hon. admiral, as I cannot help suspecting 


that he intends to infer from them that 


no severity towards the. timber-merchants 
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in the receipt of their timber has been 
practised ; that. no alteration has taken 
place in the measurement and qualificg. 
tion of timber, injurious. to the merchant; 
but that on the contrary, the alterations 
in the contracts have been advantageous 
to the contractor, of 18 percent. on sided 
timber, and 12 per cent. on rough timber, 
[Vide papers ordered to be printed, July 
3, 1805, p. 11 to 19.] The other p 

1 allude to are copies of the letter da 
the timber-masters to the admiralty, jp 
answer to directions which they had me 
ceived, to state how far the representa. 
tions of the timber-merchants to the navy 
board were true; and if in discharge of 
their duty in the receipt of timber, they 
bad exercised any unnecessary rigour, or 
cut up timber, as the merchants repre 
sented; or if they considered it to be their 
duty to do justice equally to the merchants 
as to the public. [Vide papers ordered to 
be printed, July 3, 1805, p. 87 to.93ij— 
The answer that they returned naturally 
was, that no unnecessary rigour had beea 
exercised, and that. timber had not been 
improperly cut up, and that they had done 
justice to the merchant as well as to the 
public. I would simply ask, How could 
they return any other answer, and. retain 
their places? But there are paragraphs in 
their letters, which evidently shew that ab 
‘erations have taken place in the mode of 
measuring and receiving timber, but which 
they conceive to be justified, when acting 
up to the letter of their instructions, and 
of the contract; and seem to infer, that 
no injustice is done to the contractor, a 
long as he has the option of either sub 
mitting to their terms, or taking back the 
timber.—Now, sir, can it be supposed 
that a merchant, after having been at the 
expence of preparing the timber for the 
yard, and of the land and water carriage; 
does not incur a very heavy loss, by having 
that timber rejected, when it comes tothe 
dock-yards? And would he not rather sub- 
mit to a considerable reduction. below its 
real value, than to have it returned upoa 
his hands? In short, sir, I think thatthe 
letters of the timber-masters, so far from 
having a tendency to refute thatiwhichis 
established upon the most satisfactory do 
cuments, strongly confirm it.—Anothenps 
per, which I have alluded to, as being eah 
culated to mislead the house, will be found 
in p. 11..0f the papers printed July 3, pur 
porting to be an account, shewing the price 
of timber in the king’s yards, on the 18th 
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Feb. 1801, the advances which have been 


since made thereon, and the advantages 


which have been given to the timber-mer- 


‘charts by the alteration in the mode of 


measurement, and qualifications of the 
fimber, as shewn in money. The precise 
tite when those alterations took place is 
fot noted in the account, but I believe 
tliey occurred during the time earl St. 
Vincent was at the admiralty. Now, sir, 
first view of this document, we should 
very naturally be inclined t0 think, that so 
fir from the merchants having any cause 
of complaint, they had every reason to 
fe satisfied, every encouragement having 
pee held out; i. great advances on the 

ice, and other favourable alterations in 
tie mode of measurement, by which they 
ippear to have gained 18 per cent. But, 
it, 6n examining the case, | find that the 
merchants had no reason to be so satis- 
fied; for there’ was at the same’timé an- 
dther alteration made, which was that of 
theconduct of the timber-masters, which 
subjected the contractors to such a loss, 
a no reasonable advance in price would 
eéinpensate. The very same piece of 
titiber, which formerly, without hesita- 


tible to a’ principal use in’ ship-building, 


of course reduced ; but the greatest 
Ws to the merchants was, the immense 
quantity rejected on the appearance of} 
slight defects. That this was the case, ap- 
peats by the repeated remonstrances of 
the merchants.—Stook and Fart, in a let- 
fer of 24th Aug. 1801, state, “ that in 
“the last cargo of timber delivered by 


‘*them, the classing was lowered from 
#100 to 90, and from 90 to 74-gun ships, 


“ aid so’ in proportion.” Stuckey and 
Bigshot, of 27th Aug. say, “ the receipt 
“of timber, both in qualification and mea- 
* surément, has-been so considerably re- 
“duced, and the quantity refused, so 
“greatly increased, as to: exceed all con- 
“Ception.” In’alettér, signed by several 
iherchanty; they state, “ that’ the timber 
*isin genéral'classed one rate lower than 
“iPused to be; in cotisequerce of which, 
‘deal of timber hasbeen refused.” 
Piese* statements’ are’ repedted by every 
merthatit) and the trith'is assented to by 
am aware, that’ if the 
hd. admiral entertains the same ideas as 
te"boatd of adiiralty; at which earl St. 

presided, and‘of: which the hon. 


fion, would have been received as appli-} 


and paid for accordingly, was now deem- } 
@ only of inferior qualification, and the 


admiral was a member, he will tell the 
house, that thé former mode of receipt in 
the dock-yards was collusive ; he may per- 
haps add, that there was nothing but fraud 
and corruption practised, and that the 
yards were loaded with useless and defec- 
tive timber.—I am ready to admit, that 
formerly a larger proportion of inferior 
timber was received into the dock-yards ; 
but T do assert, that it was paid for as ine 
ferior timber? ; that it was advantagéous to 
receive it; and that so far from being use- 
less, it was équally fit for'the purposes to 
which it was applied, as the best of tim-. 
ber. It lessened the consumption of prime 
timber, and tended to keep down the 
price. It is impossible that this country, 
can afford a supply of timber for our navy, 
free of apparent or slight defécts; the re- 
sult has proved the impossibility. And to. 
shew that we do not require prime timber 
for all the work in the dock-yards, and 
that it is evén policy to receive a quantity. 
of inferior, I beg leave to read part of a 
letter from thé officers of Deptford yard, 
dated June 8, 1805.“ We think it our 


“ duty to'state, that the timber converte 


in the 3d month of 1803, was taken 
from piles of timber known to be infe.. 
rior, which had arisen, from con- 
version, and some from Plymouth, and’ 
which was equally applicable for the 
‘* purpose for which’ it was used, ‘the fit~ 


“* ting of the bomb vessels, as the best of 


timber, und therefore selected for that 
very purpose, to save the consumption 
“ of better timber.” [Vide papers or- 
dered to be printed, June 25, 1805, p. 8. 

—Without dwelling longer on the causes 
of that ‘deficiency of timber, which was so 
peculiar to earl St. Vincent’s administra. 
tion, I shall proceed to that part of the 
correspondence between the admiralty and 
navy board in March and April 1804, 
when the supplies almost wholly failed. 
On the 24th March 1804, the navy board 
addressed a letter to the admiralty, in 
whith they fully stated the alarming situa- 
tion to which the service was reduced, in 
respect to timber ; that’ rio supplies could 
be obtained for the ensuing year from the 
timber-merchants, the source from which 
the navy board had hithérto been sup- 
plied’; and therefore they proposed, as the 
only mearis which occurred to them of ob- 
taining sapplies, to séiid agénts into dif- 
feretit parts of the kingdom to purchase 
timber dn‘ account of government.—This 
letter was immediately answered, arid with- 
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the navy board; they were pleading ig- 
norance ; the navy board had kept them 
in the dark. Had they made known when 
they first failed to obtain supplies, the ad- 


thiralty would have earlier exercised their 
judgment as to the measures to be adopt- 
ed. How far the admiralty can plead ig- 
norance on this head, the house will de- 
termine, by reference to the navy board’s 
letter in reply, dated 2ist April 1804. 
[Vide papers ordered to be printed July 
3, 1805, p. 59.J—It is pretty evident that 
the admiralty were fully acquainted from 
time to time with the situation of the 
dock-yards, in respect of timber ; and we 
know that no means whatever were taken 
to increase the supplies from this country; 
and that with regard to foreign timber, 
the effort which the navy board made, to 
es supplies from abroad, was frus- 
rated by the injudicious interference of 
- the board of admiralty. They add, in an- 
other part of their letter, “ their lord- 
* ships will also permit us to say, that 
*¢ had we been allowed to. proceed with- 
out interference, in procuring the aids 
which we proposed from the Continent 

in 1802, we have no doubt that the 

* stock of useful timber in the dock- 
‘« yards would ‘have been much greater 
“ than it is at present.”—-With regard to 
thé measure of sending the ‘surveyor of 
thé navy into the country to purchase 
timber, I think but little need be said. 


We find that it was very strongly remonj 
strated against by the navy board, who 
clearly point out the mischief.which must 
ensue, and the impracticability of obtain, 
ing timber by such a puerile mode of pro- 
ceeding.—In addition to the. obseryations 
of the navy board, I have only one rem 
mark to make.,; The immense supply of 


timber, which is, required for the navy,’ 


must be obtained from every part of. the 
kingdom., Timber .can only be. felled at 
a particular sBason, which was at. band, 
when the orders were given; and before 


that, time expired, it was utterly impos. 


sible for any individual to travel over,the 


‘kingdom; much more to make extensive 


arrangements, for transacting a business 
of which he was wholly, ignorant, These 
remonstrances however had no weight: it 
was too much to expect that the admigalty, 
would acknowledge an error. 
der was enforced for the surveyor to prox 
ceed, and the effects pointed out by. the 
navy board immediately followed, as will 
be seen by the correspondence which af 
terwards took place. ‘Phe price of tim: 
ber was greatly advanced wherever he,ap. 


‘peared, and httle or none could be pur 


chased.—This,, sir, was the situation, of 
the country at,the moment when earl St, 
Vincent guitted the admiralty ; and, J 
have no hesitation in saying, that by the 
sole event of his then leaving it, the Bri. 
tish navy was saved. It is impossible for 
me to quit the subject of timbey, without 


pointing out to the house, that it affords” 


the most concise and. unanswerable proof 
of the shameful neglect in the administra, 
tion of earl St. Vincent to build and repair 


‘ships. Vol. IV. p. 28. contaivs two ae 


counts, one of the stock of timber on 3st 
Dec. in each year since 1793; the other 
of the receipt in each year. Now, by @ 


comparison of these two accounts an ims 


portant fact results; namely, the. com 
sumption in each year; and, it. will be 
found that the annual average consump+ 
tion, during the 7 years preceding earl St 
Vincent’s coming into the admiralty, .was 
full $4,000 loads; whereas in 1802, it was 
decreased to 23,166, and. in,.1803, to 
17,977.—I need. only add, that the con 
sumption. of timber must. determine the 
quantity of work executed, Ships cans 
not be built or repaired without timber 


‘And now, sir, I trust I have-fully proved; 
from the documents on the table, the char 


ges which I at. first made against the earl of 
St. Vincent. And though, as I proceeded; 
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out further communication with the board, 
the proposal was rejected; and in the 
place of it, the admiralty directed a mea- | 
sure, in my opinion, improper and mis- 
chievous to the public service, and to the 
_ interests of the country, and inadequate to 
the object in view; they directed the 
. junior suryeyor of the navy, to proceed | 
; into the country to purchase timber.—Be- 
| fore J offer any observations on this mea- 
sure, I shall beg to say a word as to an. 
other point in the letter from the admi- 
ralty ; they desire to be informed. when 
. the navy board first failed in their efforts 
to ‘obtain the necessary’ supplies to keep 
up their 3 years stock of timber, in con- s 
formity to their lordships’ orders; and if 
- they made any, and what representation 
thereof to the admiralty, that such steps 
1] might, have been taken to procure it as 
1] should have been judged proper.—Now, 
1} sir, the only construction io be put upon 
1] this is, that the admiralty were inclined to 
{j) shake off as much responsibility as pos- 
gible from their own shoulders to those of 
| 
| 
: 4 


< 


J have done little more than’ state facts, 


_and'made but few comments, I cannot con- 


clude without offering some short obser- 
yations. - I will venture to assert, that the 
naval ‘history of Great Britain does not 


fymish another instance-of. equal or like]. 
gfiminal misconduct and culpable neglect 


jn:any first lord of the admiralty, at any 
period,or in any situation.“ And I am fully 

waded, that, had lord St. Vincent con- 
tinued-at the head of the admiralty, the 
honour, glory, and unrivalled fame of the 


| British navy would have sunk, and lost all 
| their splendour. Let it not be admitted, as 
_ pas‘béen asserted, that the earl of St. Vin- 
the foundatian ofall our naval vic- 


tories. i The facts, which I have had the 
honour to state, give the most positive 
contradiction, to» that assertion. . And, 
though, charges of so serious a nature 
been brought against that noble lord, and 
which I trust I have fully substantiated, 
we see the noble lord, pending the en- 
quiry, appointed to the highest and most 
extensive command ever given, to: any offi- 
cer of the British navy. | I do vot-mean, 
sir, to question lord St. Vincent's merits 
as@ naval officer. They form no object 
inthe present enquiry ; neither can any 
professional merits serve to set off dgainst 


proved and mischievous conduct in his 
and political capacity.—I shall now, 
ir, conclude with reading certain resolu- 
‘ons, which it is my intention to move to 
2 referred-to the consideration of a com- 


littee of the whcle house. On enquiry | 
& persuaded that this house, and the na- 
tin at Iarge, will be convinced that I have 
ng wantonly caluniniated the noble lord, 
Ofsullied his character, reputation, and 
fae. If these have been tarnished—if 
hisbrdship’s laurels have been blasted— 
thephave not been tarnished or blasted by 
me. I have only recited lord St Vincent's 
acts, If he fall from his elevated, station 
of, and fame,—he has rashly_pre- 
tipitaled himself, and sinks by his, own 
misconduct.—I-do not see, how it is pos- 


_ ible that my motions can be negatived, 


unless the. facts comprised in them can: be 
controverted, which I am sure they can- 
hot; or.unless they are deemed wholly 
and uninteresting ; is, 
unless ithe decided, that the care and pre- 
setvationof the navy of Great Britain, is 
@ concern unworthy of the attention of 
the British parliament.—Having now, sir, 
very conscientiously, though very imper- 
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}due to this house, to the public. an to 
myself ; I most gratefully acknowledge the © 
candid and patieut attention with which I 
have been honoured. I beg leave to read 
thé following resolutions 
Reso_veD;—1. That it appears to this 
House that from the 18th Feb. 1801, to 
the 15th May 1804, the right hon. the 
earl of St. Vincent presided at the board 
of admiralty.—-2. That it is the duty of 
the board of admuralty to maintain and 
support the royal navy in a complete and 
efficient state.—3. That 42 ships of the 
line and 45: frigates, had been launched 
between 1783 and 1792; of which nums 
ber, 30 of the line-of-battle ships, and 40 
of the frigates,-had been built in the mer= 
chants’ yards—4.. That from Jan. 1793, 
to Feb.. 1801, there were 18 ships of the 
line, and 46 frigates built; 43 ships of the 
line, and 66 frigates, captured from the 
enemy ; 5 ships of the line, and 9 frigates 
purchased ; making in all, 66 ships of the 
line, and 121 frigates added to the navy 
in a period of § years; being on an ave- 
rage, an annual addition of 84 sail of ‘the 
line, and of 15. frigates.—5. That from 
Jan. 1793, to Feb. 1801,21'ships of the 
line, and frigates were by various casu~ 
alties taken from the navy.—6. That there 
had been maintained at sea, upon the ave- 
rage of 8 years, priorto Feb. 1801, 101 
sail of the line, and 146 frigates, exclu- 
sive.of Harbour duty ships.—7. That on 
the 18th Feb. 1801, when the, earl of St. 
Vincent came into office, there were 
building, 15 sail of the line; 6. in the 
king’s, and 9 in the merchants’ yards; and 
11 frigates ; 4 in the king’s, and 7 in the 
merchants’ yards,—8. That between the 
18th Feb. 1801, and the 15th May 1804, 
there were. launched 7 sail of the line, 
and 8 frigates from the merchdnts’ yards ; 
and 3 sail of the line, and 4 frigates from 
the king’s yards; and that there were cap. 
tured in the same period, 4 sail of, the line 
and 10 frigates; and,that none were pur- 
chased; so that the total addition to the 
nayy in this period of 3.years and 3 months, 
was only 14 sail of the line and. 32 fri- 
gates; making an average of not more 
than 4} sail.of the line, and 7-frigates per 
annum, — 9, That of. the. 3 line-of-battle 
ships launched inthe king’s yards within 
the said period, of 3 years and 3 months, 
one of them. was launched in June, and one, 
in Oct. 1801; and that only one line-of-bat- 
tle ship was launched from the king’s yards, 


fectly, discharged the duty which I thought 


between the 22d Oct. 1801, and 15th May 
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4804-10. That ‘in: these S!yeats and 3 
months, viz. from: the 18th Feb. 1801, to 
the 15th May 1804, there were taken from 


‘the navy. by various casualties, 11 sail of 


the line and 30 frigates; leaving the in- 


erease of ships of the line, only 3; and an 


actual decrease of frigates; whereas in the 
8 years preceding, there had been (after 
deducting the ships taken away from the 
navy.) anactual increase. of 45 sail of the 
line, and 68 frigates. —11. That when 
the carl! of St. Vincent quitted the admi- 
ralty onthe-!5th May 1804, he left build- 
ing only 9 line of battle ships ; 5 of which 
were: actually: building, betore the com- 
mencement of his administration. — 12. 


‘That the earl of St. Vincent officially de- 


clared on ‘the 29th Dec.. 1802, that there 


Was an-urgent necessity for. entering into 


contracts for building as many 74-gun ships 
as: would: be undertaken by fit persons in 
every part of the kingdom; and that offers 
were! made: for building ships of that rate, 
at the average price of 26/. per ton.— 
43..'Phat'on the 13th Jan. 1803, these 


_ offers, to build 74-guui shipsat 26/. per ton, 


were rejected, by direction of the board of 
admiralty; that. board declaring at the 
same time’.its determination, that no line- 
of-battle ship should be then built in mer- 
chants” 'yardsi--14, That notwithstanding 
theiofficral! declaration made on the 29th 
Dec: 1802; by the first lord of the admi- 


_ valty; of the-urgent necessity of entering 


into contracts for building ‘as: many 74-gan 
ships, as-could be undertaken by fit persons 
in every ‘part of the kingdom, not a single 
ship was. ordered to be contracted for, in 
the merchants’ yards; or to be laid down 
in! ‘the king’s yards, in the subsequent 18 
months during which bis-lordship remained 
im office. —15. That’ in the month of Jan. 
1805; contracts’: were’entered into for 
building’in' the’ merchants’ yards ten 74- 
gun’ ships, at! the rate: of 362. per ton ; 
being’ an advance of 10k. per ton, on the 
rate; at which they might have been built, 
under ‘the tenders made in Jam 1803.— 
16, That there were on the 15th of May 
1804} 20 sliips 1n ‘his majesty’s several dock- 


_ yards, capable receiving: line-of-battle 


ships’) of ‘whiel, were’ at that time 


wholly unoccupied.—17. That on the: Ist 
Get. 1801; there: were only 15 sail'of the 


line, and 7 frigates in a-state of ordinary; 
exclusive of such ships‘as were’ unfit to’be 


repaired for sea-service ; atid that between | | 


the'1st’ Oct. 1801, and Sth March, #803, 
there were 114 sail’ of the line; and 22 
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frigates’ paid off ; and thatout of the num: 
ber of ships so paid off, and in a state of 
ordinary on Ist Oct. 1801, 121 sail of the 
line, and 120 frigates, stood in teed of res 
pair ; the greater part, of repair df large . 
denomination. — 18. ‘That in @ period of 
2years and 8 months from Oct. 1801, to 
May 1804, there were repaired from the 
whole navy but 26 ships of the ling, and 
34 frigates, by far the greater part of which, 
had ouly repairs of small denominations 
19, That the average annual supply andex. 
penditure of English oak timber im his ma. 
jesty’s several dock-yards, for 8 years prior 
to 1802, was upwards of 34,000 lodds; 
during which period } of the new: ships 
added to the royal navy, were built inthe 
merchanty’ yards. — 20. That in thevyears 
1802 and 1803, the average: supply and 
expenditure of English oak timber, iw his 
majesty’s several dock-yards, was undet 
20,000 loads per annum; and that during 
this period, contracts were entered into for 
building 2 sail of the line only, in the mer 
chants’ yards.—2. That prior to year 
1801, supplies of inglish oak timber, were 
easily and regularly obtained.—22, That 
early in the administration of earl St. Vin. 
cent, great difficulties were experienced in 
procuring supplies of oak timber, in cons 
sequence of the inyudicious regulations 
adopted by the board of admiralty, and 
that such difficulties continued: to’ itt 
crease till the beginning’ of 1804, when’ the 
supply almost wholly failed. — 23. That 
during the time. earl St. Vincent presided 
at the admiralty, the royal navy was e 
maintained in a complete and efficiett 
state. 24, That the said’earl of St. Vir 
cent was guilty of great negligence; mi 
conduct, and dereliction of his duty, it 
the office of first lord of the admiralty,”41 
beg leave to move, sir, “ that these Rae 
lutions be referred to the consideratiow of 
a-committee of the whole louse.” 
Mr. Dent rose'to second: the’ motiot, 
but without pledging himself to’ support 
the object of the hou. member. | He 
merely. wished that the question should be 
put, in order to give the house ar’ optiowol 
going into, or declining the'discussionl But 
he was convinced, if the* house’ should 
think proper to grant‘ the committer)’ that 
the!conduct of noble’ ear!’ 
fully vindicated, tothe conviction ofevery 


member of that house: | 


The Speaker ‘thought’ it lsiduty'to call 
the'attention of ‘the house to’a subject itt 
volving ihe maintenance’ of its own order 
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very 


proceeding» The hon. gent., in bring- 
ing forward the series of resolutions he had 
just now read, had thought proper to read 
nearly the whole of his very long speech. 
The house bad not judged it necessary to 


jnterrupt the honourable gentleman, and, 


therefore, he had not interfered, lest in him 
it might seem ungracious. He begged, 
however, to inform the honourable gen- 
tleman, that such an indulgence was wholly 
inconsistent with the order and usage of 
parliamentary proceeding; and he’ there- 
fore hoped the circumstance of its having 
been suffered to pass now, would not be 
pleaded as a precedent to justify a similar 
occurrence hereafter. 

Lord Howick said that it was not his 
purpose, at that moment, to go at length 


- jpto any thing like a detailed discussion ; 


but as the hon. gent. had moved to re- 
fer all those papers upon the table toa 
committee of the whole house, he wished 
to know if the hon. member proposed to 
do any more in the committee than merely 
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Admiral Markham rose, and, in offering. 
himself to the notice of the house, for the 
purpose of refuting a setits of charged, 
which he conceived to be the most unfouns 
ded that ever were offered to any house of 
varliament, he could have wished the task 
had fallen into abler hands than his own: 
He must also lament that be was hot so 
well prepared with an arranged series of 
written documents as the hon. geat., to 
read in defence of the noble lord whos¢ 
cause it was now his task to vindicate. But 
these were not the only difficulties with 
which he had to contend. Through the 
whole course of this proceeding, the hons 
gent. had most studiously avoided giving 
the slightest hint as to what direction his 
charges would take ; forif the hon. gents 
had given any explanation upon that head, 
it would not have been necessary for 
him to have troubled the house with mos 
ving such a number of papers, or impres+ 
sing upon their consideration so volumix 
nous a mass of documents, as the proofs 


to propose his resolutions. The noble lord | necessary to his purpose would have lain 


thought it would have been a more can- 
did mode of proceeding if the hon. 
member had proposed the committee in 
the first instance. 


in so much narrower a compuss. It was 
not until 12 o'clock that day that he had 
read the heads of those charges that night 
adduced by the hon. member, in: a speech 


Mr. Jeffery professed himself but little ac- | of such unusual length; and pressed as he 


quainted with the forms of the house ; and 


was by the avocations of his official duty, 


having already discharged, as he thought, his | from nine every morning till six in the af- 
duty, was willing to submit.to any mode|ternoon, he had not much time to prepare 


of proceeding the house might think it pro- 
perto adopt. Having stated the charges 
he thought it his duty tomake, he was rea- 
dy, to be advised by the house as to thebest 
mode of proceeding for giving them effect. 

-Lord Howick replied, that it was rather 
extraordinary the hon. gent., if he was so 
ignorant of the proper order of parliamen- 
tary proceedings, did not, consult. with 
somebody who could have directed. him. 
The honourable gentleman, however, had 
availed. himself of the opportunity of ma. 
king a long speech, in crimination of the 
character of a noble earl, in the hope that 
atall events his object would be answered 
by the publication of this speech, if no one 
should oppose the motion, so that. his 
speech might go forth in print, unrefuted 
inthe first instance. He would therefore 
advise his homourable friends, who meant 
to.vindicate the character and conduct: of 
the earl of St. Vincent, to proceed in the 
debate on the present question, 

Mr. Jeffery, said, that if that. was. the 
Wish of the noble Jord, he should be well 
; to go immediately into the discus- 
sion.The question being then put, 


himself for an answer to. the hou. gents 
Trusting, however, to the indulgence of the 
house, he would proceed, as well as he 
could, in reply to the ebarges. which had 
been urged against his’ noble friend. The’ 
first point adverted to by the hou. member 
related to. ship-building; and. he; stated 
thatthe number of ships of the line:added 
to the navy, from Jan. 1793 to. 1804,. in- 
cluding captures, was. 66 ships; but-con- 
ceiving it an unfair statement.to inelude 
captured ships under the head of building, 
he must beg to:dismiss them from the cre+ 
dit of the account; as he could see no pos+ 
sible connection it cauld have with: the 
number of ships built. in the. merchaats* 
yards, or any thing to do with a, charge 
agajust that noble lord in the performanee. 
of his official duty. Dismissing these, then, 
from: the-account, the number of ships of 
the. line: built in the.8 years preceding lord 
St. Vincent's: administration;would be 2; 
and comparing with that the period of that 
noble. lord’s administration, from bis acces- 
sion to office in March 1801, to his: de- 
parture in May 1804, the total number. 
was ten in a period of little better than 3 
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years, which, upon a comparison of ave- 
rages, so far proved -no deficiency.” It 
also appeared that when the noble lord 
came into office, he found upon the slips 
building about 16 sail of the line, whereas on 
his departure from office he left 18 in for- 
_ wardness upon the stocks: It was said by 
the hon. gent. that the noble lord had or- 
dered the building of ships; but where. 
were they? But if those ships were not 
built pursuant to the orders issued, the 
noble lord surely was not to blame; it 
was not his province to build the ships, or 
to lay them down for building; that was 
for the navy board to have looked to. He 
did not know how far to look back for the 
proofs of a similar case; but many gentle- 
men who heard him must recollect instan- 
ces of vessels having been 4 years ordered 
to be built by ‘the board of admiralty, the 
keels of which were not laid down till 4 
years afterwards. Certainly such orders, 
when given, ought to be carried into im- 
mediate effect; but if they were not. so 
carried, the blame could not attach upon 
the: admiralty, whose province it merely 
was to issue the orders for building, and 
describe the size and force of the ships, but 
who had no more todo with the building 
than they had with finding the timber, or 
the funds for defraying the charges of 
building.. There were many similar instan- 
' ces, to shew that the noble earl, who had 
done his part in ordering the building, was 
not to blame for tardiness in the execution. 
The Ocean, the Impregnable, and. many 
other ships‘of the line, bad been many 
years in building. The Caledonia was or- 
dered'to be laid down in the year 1795, 
and for the building of which, 1000/. was 
voted that year ; 1000/. in 1796; 1000/. 
in 1797 ; 40,000/. in 1804, and 10,000/; 
in 1805; yet her frame was not set up till 
that year, by 30 men and 6 boys; and the 
calculation was, that it would take 90 men 
to complete her for launching in 9 months, 
The Hibernia was ordered to be built in 
1792, was not launched till 1804, 
There was nothing new, therefore,. in the 
practice, which could cast any blame ou 
the noble lord, who was entitled to credit 
as well for thoseships he had given orders 
to build, as for those which had been built; 
and whatever blame was due, the responsi- 
bilitylay with the navy board. The hon.gent. 
had said there was no provision made to 
supply the losses of the navy in the smaller 
class‘of vessels, during the noble lord’s 
adtinistration in refutation of this, 


country. 


that there. were bailt: in that period of 


22 frigates, of which 14 were now at sed; 
32 sloops, 21 gun-boats;10 sthooners; and 
8 cutters,..‘The hon. gent., in his zeal to 
criminate’the conduct of lord St: Vincent 
from the first moment he came into ad: 
ministration, had asserted that’ the roble 


lord had every thing prepared to Wiis: hand, 


and little exertion to make beyond the or. 
dinary routine of duty: It was very extra: 
ordinary that every exertion of that noble 
lord should be depreciated, and the merit 


placed to the account of his noble predes' 


cessor ; but without any wish to diminish 
the merits of earl Spencer, for whose ine 
tegrity and honour he had the highest ree 
spect; he begged to ask, was there no merit 


‘in the exertions made by the earl of St; 


Vincent on his accession to office, and his 


arrangements for providing what the coum ° 


try then wanted more than ships, namely, 
seamen to man the channel fleet ? For this 
purpose he had taken the men out of the 
first-rates and frigates, and thereby effected 
a purpose so essential to the safety of-the 
The measure was certainly 
bold and a strong one, and what few others 
in his situation would have. ventured to 
adopt; but it succeeded, -and he deserved 
every credit for it; for at the end of ang 
years’ war, he was thereby enabled to maw 
20 additional sail of the line, while he in- 
creased the number of frigates. from 183 w 
196, andthe total number of the navy from 
285 to 317. With respect to the charge of 
having neglected the repairs of theinavy, 
he begged’ leave to observe, that after 
so long and arduous a war, carried on by 
our fleets and squadrons in every part of 
the world, the number of ships requiring 
repairs must be prodigious: for out of 220 
ships, only 15 remained in ordinary, % 
that the whole naval strength of the coun 
try was engaged in service. If there wasa 
considerable reduction, it was on account 
of the excessive repairs necessary, and 

enormous expence. Several large ships 
were certainly broken up; but it was be+ 
cause the navy-board so recommended} 
and, surely, the first lord of the admiralty 
could not be expected to_attend to the ne# 
cessary operations in every department. In 


the smal] craft, certainly; great dimind4 


tion took place; and: a vast number of rot 
ten old tubs had been got ‘rid of, that were 
useless, and not worth repairs; they were, 
turned into money, expence of ship- 
keeping saved, and the warrant-officers, wh0 


would have been occupied uselessly imthat 


it appeared from documents on the table | 


way, turned over to new ships that-were 
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building, a8 @ provision for them. The 
noble earl also orders, that the Ship= 
yrights should be kept at work upon the 
irs, with increased allowances, as his 

obiect was to keep the fleet, as much as 
jble, ina condition ready for immedi- 
ate service ; and in consequence of this de- 
termination, all the materials of the ships 
ysually brought on shore, such as their 
guns, &cs were ordered to remain on 
poard ; which was an arrangement that the 
hon. gent. did not think proper to give the 
soble earl credit for. The number of ships 
yepaired in the king’s yards, from Oct. 1, 
1804, to May 15, 1805, amounted to 6). 
This, he was aware, the hon, gent. could not 
deny; but he supposed he would ask why, 
ing that time, were there not some re- 
plired in the merchants’ yards? To him 
the reason was: obvious, and he thought 
ie house would in ashort time be of the 
ume opinions Eighteen frigates were re- 

ired in merchants’ yards.— 

Mr. Jeffery called the bon. admiral to or- 
der, as he digressed from the point before 
ihe house, by adverting to circumstances 
which had happened, perhaps, 20 years be- 
ime the subjectof the present charge arose, 

Lord Howick spoke to order. He was 
iprised, after the speech the hon. gent. 
hd made, and the subsequent motion to 
ter the papers to a committee, that he 
hould interrupt the hon. admiral, who ar- 
qed fairly from the papers before the 
house. One of the charges was, for not re- 
wiring ships in the merchants’ yards, and 
tshon. friend was only bringing instances 
bptove the ill effects of that practice. 

Admiral Markham proceeded to shew, 
fom a variety of examples, the enormous 
jiees charged at the merchants’ yards, 
on no less than 18 sail of ships, repaired 
Dien years from 1782 to 1792, asa fair 
titerion tu judge of the policy of employ- 
igthem. In one ship the charge for re- 
hitswas 12,392/,, when the charge for build- 
igher new at the same time would have 
kn only 7,943/. For another, the repairs 
tie charged at 10,395/.; the building 
tw would have cost but 6,374/. In two 
thers repaired in 1792, the charge was 
780., when the price for building new 
would have been but 15,451/.; and the 
ial charge for repairs on the whole num- 
lt was 252,607/., when the building new 
Wald have cost 150,280/. This was the 
kport from the mavy board; and these 
vere the grounds upon which the noble 


the extent so anxiously desired by the hon. 
gent. ; and he was still farther justified by 


building cost $1,230/., and the repairs at 
Chatham 27,058; by that of the Lion, 


cost for repairs at Chatham, in 1805, as 
estimated by the dock-yard officers, was 
24,735; but the repairs actually came to 
61,109. ; and hence he trusted that lord 
St. Vincent would appear to have acted: 
laudably ahd judiciously, in declining to 
carry the system of repairs to the full ex- 
tents The next allegation of the hon. 
member was founded upon the discharging 
workmen from the dock=yards, which was 
termed a tyrannical proceeding, and one 
}that banished our Ship-wrights to the 
I dock-yards ofthe enemy. Now the fact, 
as proved from the documents on the 
table, was, that not a single man was dis- 
charged who was capable of doing any. 
duty ; that many of the men who had been 
long in the habit of receiving the highest 
wages in the dock-yards were some of them 
actually blind, and others lame, disabled, 
and moving on crutches: those, to the 
amount of 327 men, to whom, in the year 
1800, no less than 28,024/. wages were 
paid, were superannuated by lord St. 
Vincent, At Plymouth, 76 were dischar- 
ged, of a similar description, to whom, 
in 1800 and 1801, 10,9437. wages were 
paid. Now, some of these were put upon 
allowance greater than usual, amounting to 
4,5291., and others superannuated; uponal+ 
lowances to the amount of 2,264/. 11s, 
The usual! allowance of 20/. per ann. had, 
in those cases, been increased to 24/. ; and 
the allowance of 241. to 28/. ; while to the 
rope-makers, and others discharged, to 
whom no such allowance had ever been 
usual, 20/. a year had been allowed. So 
much then for tyranny; while, at the same 
time, in order to proyide for the deficiency 
thus created in the numbet of artificers, 
apprentices to the number of 390 were 
taken, between 1802 and 1804, aud distri- 
buted among the best workmen in the yard ; 
many, or most of whom, were now able to 
take men’s births. This did not shew any 
inclination to strip the docks of workmen, 


‘as had been pretended, nor a total disre- 


gard to their future supply. The hon. gent. 
had attributed all the late victories we had 
gained to lord Melville and lord Barham, 
and allowed nothing to lord St. Vincent. 
He asked that gent. if it wag not to lord 


repairto. 


the example of the Powerful, of which the 


which was built new for 21,335/., and the’ 


St. Vincent's discernment that we had been 
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indebted for a Nelson? It was that noble 
lord who had brought him forward, and em- 
ployed him. It was that noble lord also, 
who had employed sir R. Strachan and sir 
_T. Duckworth, and he bad no doubt that 
those able officers would willingly acknow- 
ledge that they had learned a great deal from 
that noble lord. Was it no credit to the 
noble lord, that so many of our great offi- 
_cers had, been bred under him? The hon. 
gent. had talked of the new-fangled schemes 
that the board of admiralty under lord St. 
Vincent had been projecting, and a certain 
-gent. had been mentioned (Mr. Tucker) 
as having suggested and encouraged those 
schemes. ‘That 55 ships of the line might 
be built in a year, had been also mentioned 
as one of those projects, This could not 
be, as there were only 18 slips for laying 
them down ; but the truth was, it had been 
only mentioned in conversation, that such a 
number might be built from the hands em- 
ployed, and if we were to judge of the 
‘quantity of work.done in the merchants’ 
ards compared with the number of men, 
it would be found that his majesty’s yards 
might produce a great deal more than they 
did. ‘This he illustrated at great length, 
and stated, that in June 1804, the Circe 
and Pallas frigates were both laid, and 
were launched on the 17th of December 
following, being built in the course of 5 
months and few days, of aburthen of 070 
tons. The hon, member next proceeded to 
defend the arrangements of the noble lord 
with respect to timber, and the employ- 
ment of timber-masters, which he stated to 
have the effect of correcting the enormous 
frauds effected by collusions between the 
dock-yard clerks and the timber-merchants, 
to whom they were, in fact, ugents, and 
took in any timber they sent, without ex- 
amining. The stock of timber in the yards 
had been, for several years before the ac- 
cession of lord St. Vincent, in progies- 
sive state of decline, while it had been a 


principal object of the noble lord to seek 


in all directions for the means of increa-; 
sing the stock ; for which purpose he had 
sent to Dort upon the Rhine, to Trinidad, 
to the East-Indies, by Botany-Bay ships, 
and ordered a ship of the line to be built at 
Bombay, as an experiment, to try the tim- 
ber of that country. He next proceeded 
to state some instances of the fraud in ship- 

uildin, in the merchants’ yards, 
which left little reliance to be placed upon 
them; and he instanced the particular 
ases of the Ajax and Achille.; the former 
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1798, commissioned in the same month, 
and in the month of June, in thesame year, 
proceeded no farther than Portsmouth, 
when her repairs cost 27 88/. and her build. 
ing cost 20,502/,, while the whole of be 
repairs in 1802 cost 28,977/. The Achille 
was also launched and commissioned jp 
1798; her repairs in 1799 cost 1,1241,, 
and in 1803 and 1804, the remainder of 
A similar complaint was to be 
made of the Ardent: from all whieh ejp 
cumstances, the impolicy of contractin 
with the merchants was obvious. Upon 
the whole, therefore, he trusted he had 
proved to the house the fallacy of the hon, 
gent.’s arguments, and vindicated the no. 
ble earl from his aspersions ; and he should 
now conclude by voting against the motion, 
Lord Garlies said, that, in his opinion, 
the present discussion centered in one 
point, namely, whether every thing 
nected with the navy could have been 
done in the king’s yards, or whether it 
might have been sometimes necessary to 
have. recourse to the merchants’ yards. 
Considering this as the principal point be: 
fore the house, he felt himself called upon 
to give his vote against the motion of the 
hon. gent. Lord St. Vincent had thought 
that the king’s yards were suflicient for sup- 
porting the navy. ‘This was,  howevs, 
merely a matter of opinion; and no blame 
could attach to the noble lord on that ac 
count, who, he was confident, had uniform 
ly acted from the purest motives, He 
himself had thought, however, that the 
noble lord had carried his opinion too far; 
and he was disposed to believe, that in time 
of war it would be necessary to havere. 
course, to a certain extent at least, tothe 
merchants’ yards, Respecting the repaits 
which ships had undergone in these yards, 
it was indeed sometimes found that they 
exceeded the prime cost. But this was 
often found to take place in repairinga 
old house as well as an old ship; aodit 
was generally an object with ship-builders 
to obtain the repairing of those ships 
which they built, as they thus got riddl 
parts of their timber that. were not soft 
for the purposes of building. They there 
fore undertook to build ships at a cheapet 
rate, on stipulating that they should als 
be employed in repairing them, Withre 
spect to several ships which he knew # 
have come from the merchants’ yards lt 
must confess that they were very lpi? 
per for his. majesty’s service. ‘This w# 
| particularly the case with the Ajax which 


of which was launched the 3d of March, 


he had commanded ; and there were sev 
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el others which he knew to be equally un- 

. But he contended, that the officers 
employed’ for superintending the progress 
of ships-of war in the merchants’ yards 
should: do their duty in preventing »such 
abuses, avd that they sould be made re- 
sponsible for the: defects that might take 
ace. In his opinion, Lord St. Vincent 
had: done much good to the dock-yards, 
and by his visit to them had introduced a 


degree of energy, from which the most be- 
neficial consequences might be expected. 


Abuses had gradually crept in, and had 
on increasing for a Jong period of 
time ; and it. was. highly necessary that 
gome remedy: should be applied. Still, 
however, the noble lord’s energy seemed 
tohim, in some instances, carried too far, 
and. rather to-border on severity and ri- 
gour; But still, sure he was, that the no- 
bledord! was actuated by the best motives, 
and had the: good of, the navy at heart-in 
allhis regulations. It might also be justly 
said-of lord St, Vincent, that he excelled 


in the selection of naval officers; though: 


he could not allow that. lord Nelson owed 
his promotion his discernment alone. 
He himself had carried out lord St. Vin- 
centin his own ship, to take the command 
in. the Mediterranean, and, there they 
found lord Nelson commanding a: squa- 
dron, with a distinguished pennant. ‘lhe 
glory of that distinguished character ori- 
gibated from himself alone. On the whole, 
though some of the resolutions which the 
hon. gent. had read were perhaps. well 
founded, yet looking upon the whole asa 
matter of opinion only, and also consider- 
ing those meritorious services performed 
bythe noble lord, and which infinitely out- 
weighed what he might think some errors 
injudgment, be should find it his duty to 
oppose the motion of the hon. gent... 
Lord Howick said, he could not agree 
with the noble lord who spoke last, that 
such a variety of charges and such exten- 
sive matters as were brought forward on 
this occasion, could be centered in one 
point ; and whether they were or not, they 
could not be made the foundation of a 
charge that the, noble lord, to whom his 
ountry was indebted for having raised her 
daval glory to, so high a pitch, would: in- 
tentionally work her.ruin. Surely the 
hon. gent.. who made these. charges, could 
not believe any such thing. Were it not 
forthe obligation he felt himself under to 
Vindicate the character of the noble admi- 
al, he,should, have .felt, himself bound, 


lent on, the present occasion. ‘The hon, 
gent..who brought forward this question, 
had’ said, it was a, matter of indifference to 
him how the house disposed of it; and the 
hon. seconder of the motion said, he knew 


nothing of the matter.’ If this subject re-_ 


ferred solely to the question, whether or 
not any shipping should be built in. the 
merchants’ yards, as the noble lord who 
had just sat down had stated, he should 
not feel it necessary to enter into it. But 
the hon. mover had adduced a number of 
statements, so calculated to make a false 
impression, that he thought it proper to 
say something, in order that nothing 
should go forth to the country that had a 
tendency to mislead the public opinion. 
The hon. mover’s charges, as well as he 
could recollect, seemed to be supineness, 
negligence, and culpable inactivity on the 
part of lord St. Vincent. A charge of any 
nature against an illustrious person, whose 
reputation stood as high, and in whom the 
country felt such an interest, would; he 
confessed, at any time, excite his regret; 
but the charges now advanced against him, 
he could not hear but with» surprise, 
What! to accuse lord St. Vincent of su- 
pineness! The noble lord who last ad- 
dressed the house, had particularly dwelt 
upon the energy of the voble earl, and ob- 
served, that that energy was on some oc- 
casions carried to the extreme of rigour. 
Others had sometimes said, the noble earl 
was rather‘too violent. But now, for the first 
time, he believed ‘in his life, that noble earl 
was accused of supineness. In order, how- 
ever, to support this singular accusation, 
the hon. mover had entered into various 
details, but contriving to make these de- 
tuils as favourable to his object as possible, 
he drew all his comparisons from periods 
which were most unfairly contrasted. The 
hon. mover dwelt upon the difference of 
our shipping, in numerical force, at the 
conclusion of the last war, and the comm 
mencement of the present, and this differ. 
ence he attributed to the mal-administra- 
tion of earl St. Vincent. Now, what was 
the fact? Why, that at the close of the 
war, such was the state of our fleet, that 
there were only 2 sail of the line actually 
in good condition ; and yet, although at 
the commencement of this war; there were 
only 36:sail fit for service, we had in 12 
months afterwards no less than 88 sail in 
commission, and now we had 101, toge- 
ther with 8 fitting out from a state of ordi. 


[198. 
from: the situation he now held, to be si- 
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nary. Now, if sucha force, repaired so 
soon after a ten years’ war, were compared 
with the force in commission at the begin- 
ning of the last war, the house would be 
enabled to judge how far inactivity was’ 
imputable to lord St. Vincent. At the) 
end of the year 1794, our naval force, 
after a long period of peace to prepare it, 
exceeded but ‘by one sail of the line that, 
which the administration of lord St. Vin-| 
cent contrived to put ina state of readi-. 
ness, only one year after the beginning of| 
‘ithe »present war, und after an interval of. 
only 17 months. During the 3 ‘years of 
Jord St. Vincent's administration, 5 sail of 
the ‘line ‘had been launched; and during! 
the 2 years which followed, what addition’ 
bad been ‘made to our navy ? Why, none, 
that was effective. Orders had been given 
to-build ships, but these ships would not, 
even according tothe contract, be ready 
before 1809. It.was true that some pur- 
«chases had -been made; bat what were 
they? 6 East-Indiamen, 10 sloops, 10.gun | 
brigs, and 12 :fire-vessels. Of the first, 
4 were found unfit fur service, and one’ 
more, which cost 26,000/., was, after a 
single voyage, discharged as unfit for any! 
purpose whatever, the India Company re- 


fusing to take it back again on almost any, 


derms; and yet these vessels were bought 
at the rate of 33/. per ton. Of the gun- 
brigs,4 were found to be unfit for service ; 
of the sloops,:7'; and of the fire-vessels, 
fil. Now, if ‘those provident bargains, 
and the species of activity which they be- 
ftrayed, were compared to the conduct of 
Jord St. Vincent, what inference was likely 
to be drawn, and to whom should blame’ 
attach? Lord St. Vincent had ordered 8 
sail of the line,:and 103 vessels of men-of- 
wer description to be built. Of these, 84, 
44.of which were frigates, were now in ac- 
tual service. Very soon, indeed, 90 of the, 
_ ‘smaller-sized vessels, ordered by the noble 
earl, would be in readiness, and ‘this would 
form 25 more than had been produced, of 
the same sort, forthe 12 years preceding 
-+his administration ; and all this was done, 
house would bear in mind, in ‘the 
king’s yards, which were also equal to the’ 
wepair of (1 vessels, 40 of which were of 
‘the line. Yet the hon. mover asserted,’ 
‘that it was happy for thecountry the noble! 
earl had quited the admiralty, as, iftte bad) 
‘remained there, the battle of Trafalgar: 
‘would never have been'won. But’the fal- 
Jacy of 'this assertion would be obvious to 
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table; for by none but earl St. Vincég: 
had that addition been made to our navy, 
to which the hon. mover thought properto 
ascribe the result of that glorious eng 
ment. If the ships ordered to be built 
earl St. Vincent, were not yet laid downs 
if his orders were not fully executed, he 
begged to observe,that the fault was inthe 
navy board, whose duty it was to have suck 
orders fulfilled.—The noble lord anima, 
verted on the periods chosen by the hon, 
mover, for those comparisons as to the 
number of our fleet, which he ‘seemed to 
think a proper criterion, from which to 
judge of the comparative merit of different 
naval administrations. But no criterion 
could be more erroneous. For instanes, 
he had only to observe, that although 
little merit compuratively belonged to'the 
capture of so many ships at Touloniand 
the Helder, in the course of the last war, 
yet how great an addition to obrhayy, 
from those events, compared to the 4 ships 
which we had from ‘the battle ‘of Tyrafah 
gar! We fought not, however, for ‘ships, 
but to destroy the enemy’s fleets ; andthe 
success of our object might as little 
on a mere increase in the ‘numerical Torte 
of our navy,.as that increase might deters 
nine the comparative merits of the dif 
ferent naval administrations, under which 
increase should arise.—With regard tothe 
propriety of building king’s ships in mer 
chants’ yards, for himself, he ‘should say, 
that not having yet had ‘sufficient time for 
an enquiry upon that subject, be showld 
not pledge -himself to any system. ‘Bat 
as to lord St. Vincent, he had no ‘hesite 
tion in stating, ‘that ‘his conduct was! per 
fectly justifiable ; for ‘that ‘noble ‘lord 'é 
tertained an opinion, upon coming intoUF 
fice, that to build ‘in merchants’ yards 
would be adviseable ; ‘but this opinion was 
changed by the representations of the nbvy 
board, For the grounds of that represen: 
tation, the ‘noble-viscount referred to the 
facts, quoted by’his hon, friend, 
larly ‘respecting the Ajax, Achilles, and 
Lion. The noble viscount went into t 
calculation, to shew, that -althongh ‘the 
number of ‘shipwrights employed ‘inthe 
king’s yards amounted to 2584, ‘while those 
in the merchants’ yatds amounted 'to ‘bit 
4961, yet the work done bythe latter‘et 
ceeded the former, in ‘the: proportion ‘of 
$to1. Indeed, Mr. Wells, an 
ship-builder, had stated, in‘e ‘letter ‘to 
St. Vincent, that, in his own yard ‘ofilf, 


any nan who examined the ‘pépers’on 


more work ‘by 8000 tons was donein ott 
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gear than in three of the king’s yards. 
Bich an inequality could proceed only 
from the want of some such efficient regu- 
Jations as it was the great object and en- 
deavour of lord St. Vincent to introduce, 
and for attempting to introduce which, the 
noble person had incurred so much abuse. 
Butsuch abuse could have no other effect. 
ppon that noble lord, than to raise him! 
still higher in the opinion of those whose 
opinion was of any value; he meant all the’ 
honest, thinking part of the country. That) 
the king’s yards, under proper arrange. 
gients, were capable of doing more for the! 
navy, than had been hitherto effected, he! 
had little doubt ; and that any reference to) 
the*merchants’ yards should be avoided, 
wiless where the necessity was pressing, 
seined to'be the general sentiment among 
them who were capable of judging upon the’ 
gabject. But whatever might be the sen-| 
fiments as to this point, it was, at all 
@ents, a mere matter of opinion; and 
purely that which was but a matter of opi-. 
nion could not be alledged against lord St, 
Vincent as the ground of acriminal charge. | 
#Here the noble viscount entered that! 
fart’ of the subject which related to the! 
twilding in.merchants’ yards, and pro- 
ceeded to discuss the hon, mover’s allusion 
tithe stock of timber in the king’s yards, 
telimited amount of which, the hon, 
over seemed to attribute altogether to! 
the misconduct of lord St. Vincent. Now 
ithappened that the supply of the article 
féted entirely with the navy board. An 
oer had been made in 1785, that a re-' 
should be annually made to the board 
dfadmiralty, of. the state of the timber in 
the dock-yards, in order that care ‘should, 
tuken always to keep up a sufficient 
fock for 3 years’ consumption. Since’ 
year 1795, this order had been dispensed 
wth; im consequence of which, when lord 
& Vincent came into office, he had no 


the @ portunity of knowing the quantity of tim- 
in the dock-yards. That article was,’ 
and HB Wdoubt, rather limited, but not more so} 
ha during the latter years of lord Spen-) 


administration. But the limitation’ 
both cases proceeded from the same, 


hose tise, namely, an order of lord Spencer's, 
‘bit timber taken into the dock-yards 
rex Btiould be more carefully examined. In 
of this examinution, the tim- 


bet of the yards became less in quantity, 
Witso'much better in quality, that he un- 
Vistood ‘there was more capable of use 
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However, as soon as lord St. Vincent was 
apprised that the stock was not so large as 
was desirable, he took measures to provide 
an adequate supply; with ‘that view be 
sought to obtain timber from New South 
Wales; ordered ships to be built in the 
East Indies; and had actually contracted 
for a large quantity of timber from the 
coast of Dalmatia. The latter would have 
appeared to the house, had ‘the late minister 
assented to the production of a paper 
moved for by his hon. friend in the course 
of the last session. But that, paper was 
refused. But :the enemy became acquaint- 
ed with the object. Thatevemy, however, 
had now got possession of the province, 
and with it 40,000 trees, which bad been 
actually cut down ready to be carried te 
this country. As to the proceedings of 
Jord St. Vincent respecting foreign timber, 
his {justification would be found in ithe 6th 
Report of the Commissioners of Naval 
Enquiry, in the bistory of the contract-with 
Mr. Larkio, and in the observations:of the 
navy board on the appendix of the 6th re- 
port above alluded to; although that board 
had thought proper on a particular ecte- 
sion to state tliat the mode of receiving 
timber ut the dock-yards, previously to the 
enforcement of lord Spencer’s. regulation, 
was, “on the whole, beneficial,” What 
was to be said. of such a board, but some~ 
thing must be done? Had lord St. Vincent 
remained some time longer at the admi- 
ralty, the probability was that the ‘evils 
complained;of would have’been nemedied,; 
that their root would have been:cut up. 
The bon. mover was perfectly right im. 
saying, that he (lord Howick), bad undem 
taken a great responsibility, He felt it, 
and should execute the duty assigned to 
him, to the best of his ability. He was 
aware that the present state of our na 

was iby no means such as could be denieee, 


but he trusted to the resources of the coun- © 


try for supplying its wants, and for uphold 
ing the strength, the rank, and the unpa-~ 
ralieled character which it had so long 
maintained. To do that, however, he felt 
that the most advisable course to pursue 
would be that chalked out by earl St. Vin- 
cent, namely, to. root out abuses, and to 
infuse that energy into the several officers, 
of which he was sorry, from his own expe. 
rience, they were very much in want, 
This deficiency had been particularly ob- 
served upon in a late report from the com- 
mission of enquiry, at the head of which 
was a noble lord (Barham) ; and that re- 


Wan When the stock was -much larger. 
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port stated the best mode of removing the 
evil, to be the appointment of vigorous and 
active officers in the department of the 
navy board. It were much to be regretted, 
that that noble lord himself did not act 
upon this recommendation, as, in two ap- 
pointments made by his lordship in the 
department alluded to, he did not appear 
‘to have had any such thing in contempla- 
tion. The noble viscount disclaimed any 
inclination to excite the least discord be- 
‘tween departments. which ought to act 
<ordially together for. the public service. 
‘He could, indeed, appeal to the late comp- 
troller of the navy board, to prove that his 
disposition was quite of a contrary nature. 
‘The observations he had made respecting 
individuals, the house would feel to have 
been forced upon him.—The noble vis- 
count concluded, by expressing his convic- 
‘tion that no blame could attach to lord 
St. Vincent upon any of the grounds stated 
‘by the hon. mover, nor upon any other 
‘that the most active of his enemies could 
‘imagine, and of course that there was no 
‘reason for going into the proposed com- 

Mri Dent said,he was happy he had af- 
‘forded the noble lord an opportunity of en- 
-tering upon so'ample a discussion and ex- 
‘planation of this subject as he had done, 
-which he could not have indulged in if the 
“motion had ‘not been seconded. 

Bastard thought it a duty to state 
to the house what he knew concerning a 
‘matter in which the character of earl St. 
Vincent ‘was involved. It was, in his opi- 
‘Niob, a’ consideration for the house, that 
the noble earl was employing the latter 
part of a glorious life in the active service 
‘of his country, when he’ could, with so 
much propriety, enjoy the otium cum. dig- 
witate ; instead of which, he was submitting 
himself to the perils of the seas in defence 
‘of his country. He then proceeded to jus- 
tify what had been done at Plymouth under 
the naval administration of the noble earl. 
‘A ‘reform had been carried into effect there, 
when it'was much wanted. He instanced 
‘some refractory behaviour in the ship- 
-wrights, and certain misconduct in those 
on board the Culloden, who had erected 
what they called the tree of liberty, under 
the banner of which ‘alone, they said, they 
would act. He was at the head of a mi- 
Jitary force, which it became necessary to 
-employ for the purpose of reducing those 
‘msurgents to obedience at the point of the 
-bayouct. These were the men who after- 


wards went into the service of the enem 


as the hon. gent. who brought this motion 1 


forward had related, and the house would 


see what sort of useful ship-wrights and ar 
tificers they were. He was happy that the 
report of the naval commissioners was now 
about to be efficiently attended to, so that 
abuses would be reformed. He was re 


to say that he saw no blame whatever; on 
the contrary, much praise was due to earl 


St. Vincent, for his naval administration, 
notwithstanding the hon, gent. had read hig 
pamphlet to the house. ay 
Mr. Tyrwhitt said he should. detain the 
house but a very short time, for he should 
not enter an any detail of official business 
on this occasion, that having been amply 
and ably done. by his noble friend nor 
shouki he have said a word if. the hon, 
gent. had not said of earl St. Vincentythat 
under an. affected reform he had bee, 
guilty of cruelty and oppression. Thisal- 
lusion he knew to be totally unfounded, 
and that at the dock-yard at Plymouth, 
essential reformations had taken place 
under the auspices of Mr. Tucker ; amore 
useful reform, perhaps, had never. been 
attempted in this country, and under which 
greater advantage had arisen. As to op 
pression in carrying it into. effect, there 
was no evidence in that respect. The hop, 
gent.’s speech in the house had, from its. 
manner of delivery and matter, given him 
reason to apprehend, that it would go out 
of the house as delivered within, and the 
false impression it was calculated to make 
ought therefore to be counteracted. The 
hon, gent. had charged earl St. Vincent 
with introducing with his name a system 
of terror. As to cruelty and oppressioa, 
there was nota tittle to justify that charge; 
but as to the system of terror, he knewao 
other that his lordship could be charged 
with, except that system of terror to his 
majesty’s enemies, which he began on the 
14th of Feb. 1797, and which example had 
been nobly followed by many others of our 
naval commanders, The noble: earl had 
been the means of introducing a system of 
reformation of abuses, which he hoped to 
see carried into effect in every department 
of the state; under a conviction of which, 
the good subjects of this country would 
cheerfully contribute to the support of the 
state. This was what he in his conscien¢ 
believed. 
Mr. Osborne Markham complained, thi 
the hon. mover had read one. part of 
letter- only, respecting the stores at Depe 
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finished his speech. 


hon. admiral. 


for 44-gun ships. The hon. gent. was in- 
correct in stating, that the stock of timber 
never was so low as in the time of lord St. 
Vincent’s administration. The stock at 


that time was all good serviceable timber. 


Mr, Bankes objected to the motion, be- 
cause he did not see any practical good 
that was to arise from it. When sucha 
serious charge was brought against any 
person, it should either be with a view of 
founding some criminal prosecution, or at 
least some useful regulation. If neither 
of. those objects were proposed, the house 
would be fruitlessly wasting their time in 
the discussion. ‘lhe hon. gent. seemed to 
have brought his charge forward, merely 
with the view of redeeming some sort of a 
pledge that he had given to the house, and 
declared himself quite indifferent about the 
fate of his resolutions, after he should have 
The hon. gent. who 
seconded his motion, seemed also to have 
taken a curious mode of setting the question 
at rest, which he had declared was his only 
object in seconding the motion. One 
would have supposed that the motion might 
as well have gone to rest, if no gentleman 
had been found to second it. It could not 
be expected that gentlemen were to con- 
sume their time in studying such an im- 
mense mass of papers as had been produced, 
unless some practical good was likely to 
sult from that study. The house were 
not to spend their time merely in the in- 
vestigation of abstract truths, unless it were 
to lead to some practical conclusion. 
Upon this ground he thought the present 
subject was unworthy of any farther dis- 
cussion. ‘There was one thing, however, 
that he thought it necessary for him to 
slate, in consequence of what fell from the 
He always had considered 
that the navy board was subject to the con- 
troul of the admiralty, which was conse- 


- quently responsible for its conduct. What- 


ever he might think there was to blame in 
the conduct of the noble earl, he saw a 
great deal to commend, in that eagerness 
which he always manifested to put down 
frauds and abuses of every kind. What- 
ever faults he had were certainly not in his 
heart; and he sincerely hoped his suc- 
cessors in office would follow the laudable 
examples+he had set them, of enquiriig inte 


‘*buses and waste of the public uivuey. 


word Howick, in explanation, said, tha: 
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ford, without reading the remainder, which 
oved that the lowest size of timber con- 
tracted for in the merchants’ yards were 


the navy board were in the first instance 
charged with those controuls, There were 
two cases in which the admiralty would be 
to blame ; Ist, if they did not keep a gene- 
ral superintendance over‘ the acts of the 


navy board ; and, 2dly, if by too great an. 
‘interference, they were to hinder them in 


the execution of their duy. , 

Mr. Secretary Fox said, he would trou- 
ble the house but for a short time; but 
there was a subject which had been intro- 
duced into this discussion, upon which he 
felt himself called to state his opinion dis- 
tinctly. If the navy board should conduct 
itself ill, whether by improvident con- 
tracts, a waste of the public money, or 
else by negligence of their duty and su- 
pineness, it was the duty of the board of 
admiralty to controul them ; and if they 
were evidently unfit for their situations, 
they ought to be displaced. A great deal 
of mischief had resulted from this not be- 
ing well understood ; and the only error he 
could impute to the earl of St.Vincent was, 
perhaps, that he misunderstood the nature 
of that circumstance. If the navy board 
acted corruptly, or from criminal negli- 
gence, that would be a subject for punish- 
ment; but if, from ignorance or insuffici- 
ency, they were unfit for their situations, 
they ought to be removed. ‘The earl of 
St. Vincent was, perhaps, too delicate in 
that point, and had given way to a false 
opinion, which, if persevered in, would 
materially prevent the reform of abuses. 
The false opinion that many entertained, 
and to which, perhaps, his lordship had in 
some degree given way, was that it was 
a hardship on individuals to remove them 
from office, unless their misconduct was of 
such a nature, as could ground a criminal 
chargeagainst them. It was supposed by 
many, that the removal from employment 
was such an impeachment on the charac- 
ters of the persons removed, that nothing 
could justify it, but such criminality. as 
might be made the subject of prosecution, 
This opinion, however, was most erroneous 
and dangerous, There might be many cases, 
where the lords of the admiralty, or any 
persons in high situations, might discover a 
totalincompetency in those they employed, 
and might even have strong suspicions of 
their integrity, without. being absolutely 
prepared tobring forward acriminal charge; 
but it -was the duty of the lords of the ad- 
miralty not to employ in the public seryice 
persons who were unfit to. be employed, 
Chis was a principle of duty, which. deli- 
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- could not have a doubt, that on the one 


_ andall other parts, being completely rotten. 
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cacy to individuals should never allow them 
to depart from; otherwise they might go 
on with unfit persons, squander the public 
money in injudicious contracts, and place 
even the security of the country in the 


this opinion; he then proceeded to the 
question befote the house. Of all the pa- 
pers that had been laid on the table, there 
was not one which went to criminate the 
noble lord, or even to make the charge 
against him plausible. As to the question 
whether the merchants’ yards should have 
been more or }ess used, that wasentirely a 
matter of judgment. Certainly it could not 
be imputed to the noble lord as negli- 
gence, his not doing what he conceived 
would be injudicious and improper to do. 
‘The business was now fairly before: the} 
house. The papers were on the, table, | 
and had been referred to by those who} 
spoke on both sides, and, therefore, the 
house must be supposed competeiit to 
form some judgment of the case. ‘Those 
who had attended to the arguments that 
had been advanced, and to the extracts 
from the papers which had been read, 


side there was the completest exculpation, 
and that on the other side the case was 
not made out at all. He thought, then, the 
proper way of putting the question to rest, 
would be to express the approbation of the 
house to the naval administration of lord 
St. Vincent. He, therefore, gave notice, 
that he should make such a motion when the 
original question should be disposed of, 
Mr. Atkins said a few words respecting 
the supply of timber in the dock-yards 
since the administration of earl St. Vin- 
cent, and expressed his approbation of the 
noble lord’s measures. 
Mr. Jeffery, in a reply of great length, 
adverted to the statement of an hon admi- 
ral (Markham), which he insisted was not 
authorised by the documents upon the 
table. He next enumerated a number of 
ships, which were built, and required al- 
most immediate repuir, during the admi- 
nistration of the noble earl; some of them 
were built for mere experiment, and in so 
insufficient a manner, that they soon fell 
into ruin and disuse. He particularly al- 
luded to the Ajax, which, soon after she 
was built, required repairs; her bottom, 


‘He was proceeding to state some calcula- 
lations, from written papers; when chair! 


chair! was lobdly called. 


The 
the house, whether it could be permitted te 


a member to read written speeches in that. 


house? 


Mr. Canning observed, that when an. 
hon. member had to state facts from an jn 


tricate calculation, it was generally usual 


to refer to any notes he might have made: 


upon the subject. If this practice was to 
be disallowed, it would certainly curtail 


the proceedings of the house toa very nars. 


row compass. 
Mr; Secretary For said; that what the 
hon. gent. was reading was not any thing: 


like what was calléd notes 3 it was a write. 
ten discourse. 


If this practice should 
prevail; members might read speeches that 


‘were written by other people, and the time 


of the house be taken up in considering. 


the arguments of persons who were hot 


deserving of their attention. 

The Speaker observed, that the paper 
read by the hon: member, appeared to him 
to be a written argument; he thought the 
house was net in the habit of receiving 


such, and therefore felt it his duty to. 


interfere. 

Mr. Jeffery answered, that, although he 
admitted the paper was not his own hand- 
writing, yet it was copied from his writing, 
by his directions. ' After a few observas 
tions, the hon. gent. concluded with ex 
pressing his confidence, that he had fully 
made out his charge against the noble 
earl.—The question for referring the pa 
pers to a committee was then put, and nes 
gatived without a division. 

[Vote or THanks To Sr. Vine 
cent.] Mr. Secretary For then rose; and 
said, that if the hon. gent. had brought fore 
ward his charge in any tangible shape 
which could be brought into question, he 
should have contented himself with mo- 
ving, that the charge was frivolous and 
vexatious; but the hon. gent. had been 
extremely cautious, and had declined to 
bring forward his motions either in thé 
house, or in the committee which he mor 
ved for, He had moved, indeed, for @ 
committee to consider those resolutions; 
but never stated that it was his inten 
tion to proceed further in his charge: A$ 
to the charge itself, he did not hesitatet 
pronounce it frivolous and vexatious 
and he thought the house had, by the vot 
they had just given, pronounced it void 
of foundation. Under these eircumstancey 
it appeared to him, that it would be right 


Ito do what the house had often done-0# 


Speaker wished to be instructed. by 
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similar occasions, by expressing their ap- 
jation of the conduct of that noble per- 
gon; who had been so. unjustly attacked. 
He remembered, when. an accusation was 
brought in that house against admiral Kep- 
|, no:sooner was the accusation rejected, 
than the house. by their vote: expressed 
tleir approbation of his conduct. It had 
been also done, when a charge.was brought 
by general Burgoyne against the late lord 
Clive; and he believed he could mention 
other instances which would shew that his 
motion was conformable. to precedent, and 
the usage of the house. It had been said 
by the hon. gent., that he was in the habit 
of making extravagant encomiums on that 
noble lord. He had only expressed what 
he felt, a most sincere respect for the cha- 
racter of the noble earl, and particularly 
for the zeal and activity he had displayed in 
thediscovery and reformation ofabuses, He 
concluded by moving, “ That it appears 
to this house, that the conduct of the earl 
of St. Vincent, in his late naval adminis- 
tration, has added an adilitional lustre to 
hisexalted character, and is entitled to the 
approbation of this-house.” 

Mr. Wilberforce felt considerable pain in 
being obliged to vote against the motion of 
the right hon. secretary: he considered, 
that notwithstanding the precedents which 
the ‘right hon. gent. had quoted, it was 
quite’ unusual to come to such a vote, 
without any previous notice of an intention 
tomake a motion of that nature. It was a 
very different thing indeed to negative the 
motion which had been made by the hon. 
gent.(Mr. Jeffery), and to be called upon 
tovote for such a one as had been propo-- 
sed by the right hon. secretary. The char- 
ges that were brought forward against him 
were limited to the building of ships and 
Tepairing; them, and embraced but a 
small part of the noble.earl’s naval admi- 
istration. Although the charges on cer- 
lain parts of his administration might have 
20 foundation, it by.no means followed 
that the whole of his. administration was 
tntitled to the approbation of the house. 
Ifit were entitled to such a distinguished 
expression of their approbation, that ap- 
probation ought to be conveyed in a man- 
aet more. worthy of the house and of the 
noble lord. It would .be but a poor tri+ 
tmph that appeared to be gained by a sur+ 
prise of this kind. It would have more 
the resemblance of a party triumph, than 
thatofany deliberate expression of the sense 
that house, It gave him sincere pain to 

Vou. Vil. 


oppose the motion, but he hoped the right 
hon. gent. would not persevere in it. 


differ trom his hon. friend who had just 
sat downs He considered the charge 


earl, as frivolous from the beginning to the 
end; and when a great public character 
was attacked; when a man who had so 
long distinguished himself in the service 
of the country, and who stil] continued to 
serve it; was subjected to such an accusa- 
tion, he thought that when the house were. 
of opinion that the accusation was unjust, 
it was not enough simply to repeal it, but 
that they should express. their approbation 
of the conduct of the person who was the 
object of it. He did not.find fault with 
the hon, gent. who brought forward the 
accusation ; he made no doubt that he did 
so from honest motives, and, asa member of 
parliament, he had aright todoso. The 
house had, however, the privilege of ex~ 
pressing its feelings, and its sense of the 
merits of the noble lord; and he should 
therefore, in the same freedom, give his 
warmest support to the motion of the 
right hon. secretary. 
Mr. Canning thought it most extraordi- 
nary to bring forward a motion of such great 
magnitude, without any previous. notice. 
[Mr. Fox said, across the house; I gave 
notice !] Nutice, to be sure, was. given, 
but when? At a quarter past twelve. 
notice was given of a motion that was 
brought on at one. He could remember 
some instances somewhat similar to what 
were stated by the right hon. secretary, 
but still very different from the present mo- 
tion. He remembered that when a motion 
was Once made, for an address of thanks 
to his majesty for removing his late right 
hon. friend (Mr. Pitt) from his councils, 
there was an amendment moved, which 
turned the motion into a vote of thanks, 
The difference, however, between that 
case and the present one was, that notice 
was given of the amendment that was to 
be moved, on the same day that the notice 
was given of the motion; but even that 
ample notice did not save the motion from 
the severest censure of the right hon. gent. 
(Mr. Fox), who contended, that it was most 
upparliamentary to get rid of a charge in 
that manner, by turning it into a vote of 
thanks. Upon that occasion, he had for- 


gotten to refresh the recollection of the 
house with the cases of admiral Keppel 


and lord Clive, which he could cite on the 
P ; 


Mr. Yorke was sorry to be obliged to . 


which had been brought against the noble 
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present occasion, when they suited. his the detection of abuses, which was the tea} 


purpose. 


What would the right hon.| cause that had stirred up so many enemies? 


secretary have thought, if, when an accu-| Was there any person who was not an idiot, 
sation was brought in that house against| that did not perceive that the detection of 


sir Home Popham, his friends had moved 
for the thanks of the house to that meri- 
Why did not the right 
hon. gent. then make such a motion? or 
had nothing occurred since that time, 
that could induce him to think, that the 
house should express its approbation of 
the conduct of sir Home Popham? He} 
could not conceive upon what grounds he 
was now called upon, at such short notice, 
to express an approbation of the naval ad. 
ministration of lord St. Vincent. What 
had the building of ships to do with the 


frauds and abuses must necessarily make 
many enemies? ‘The present attack hever 
would have been made, but for the. enquie 
ries into abuses instituted: by the noble 
earl. His meritorious exertions to put ap 
end to the most scandalous jobs that-eyey 
disgraced a state, had provoked this hogs 
tility. When he saw a man, then, attacked 
on account of his merits, and persecuted og 
account of his virtues; and when the pers 
son'so attacked was a man who had rep. 
dered the most important services to the 
‘country, he thought it did become the 


pressing of Mr. Bartholomew, and other}house not only to shew their indignation 
parts of his naval administration? If thefat the charge, but to express their appros 


approbation of the house was wanted 
to the administration of the noble lord, 
they ought to have gone into a committee, 
and discussed the whole of his conduct. 
He confessed, that he had very grave and 
serious doubts in his mind, from the state- 
ment of the hon. gent. (Mr. Jeffery), 
which had not been answered by any argu- 
ments on the other side. He had no wish 
to revive the question about the merits or 
demerits of lord St. Vincent’s administra- 
tion : he wished that question to he now 
at rest, and he thought his friends would 
have done better if they had left itso. He 
concluded by moving the previous question, 
Mr. Secretary Fox said, that the ground 
on which he had opposed. the form of the 
amendment mentioned by the right hon, 
gent. (Mr. Canning) was, that it was con- 
trary to the usage of parliament to adopt, 
in the shape of an amendment, a thing so 
totally contrary to the original motion, 
He did not .think the. case of sir Home 
Popham applied at all to.the present case. 
Although his majesty’s ministers might not 
consider the service at the capture of the 
Cape of Good Hope as sufliciently splen- 
did to obtain the thanks of parliament, yet 
if an accusation bad been brought in that 
house against sir H. Popham, for his con- 
duct in contributing to the capture of the 
Cape of Good Hope, then indeed he should 
think that the house could not too strongly 
mark: their indignation at such an accu- 
‘sation, and in such acase he would think 
the approbation of the house ought to be 
expressed by adirect vote. Such. nearly 
was the present case ; for who was it that 
_eould doubt that it was the merits of lord 
St. Vincent, and his zeal aud success in 


bation. of that meritorious conduct, which 
had been the cause of so much enmity, 
and of so much calumny. It would be 
strange indeed. to argue, that every indi. 
vidual member had the privilege of coming 
down to the house, and saying whatever he 
pleased against the most distinguished cha 
racter, but that, at the same time, the house 
were not at liberty to express their. sense 
of those merits and virtues which formed 
the very ground of the attack, and the ob- 
ject of its prosecution. "y 
Mr. Sturges Bourne had no. objection to 
the vote, provided it was confined to the 
zeal of the noble earl for reforin, and.did 
not extend to a general vote, compre 
hending the dock-yards, naval stores, and 
his naval administration in general. He 
would allude, and that reluctantly, to one 
fact, he meant the impressing of a nayal 
officer, in the hall of the admiralty, by the 
order of the noble earl; and he contended, 
‘that unless the house approved that fact, 
without consideration, they could po 
agree to a general vole. 
Mr. Tierney expressed his most hearty 
concurrence in the motion of his right hon, 
friend (Mr. Fox), and asked, Was it be 
cause an hon. gent.. had thought proper t@ 
move for papers from. month to month, and 
from day to day, which, when produoed, 
did not substantiate a single charge against 
the noble earl, that the noble earl wast 
be still held up. to the public, as a suspir 
cious character? It was now a year silt 
the hon. gent. had pledged himself to the 
house, that he would prove lord St.. Vit 
cent to be one of the greatest enemies the 
country ever had. It was now seem i 


what manner he had redeemed this pledge 


for 
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Hehad also. frequently charged him with, 


tyranny and oppression, and talked of his 
wign of terror.. How did it happen that 
the hon. gent. did not think proper to 
bring forward a tittle of evidence in sup- 
port of that part of the case? In the case 
of Bartholomew, although there was no 
evidence before the house upon the subject, 
he was prepared to defend lord St. Vincent 
god shew that his conduct was perfectly 
correct: Bartholomew was not an officer ; 
fut having passed bis examination as a 
jieutenant,. presumed upon that circum- 
stance, and was excessively impertinent 
i the admiralty. The noble lord could 
do no less, The only charge that it ap- 
peared to him could -fairly be brought. 
against the noble lord was, that of enter- 
faining mistaken notions of .economy. 
When his great services were considered, 
he thought it due to the country and the 


gavy,of which he was the most distinguished 


gnament, that, as his accusation was long 
protracted, his acquittal should pe pro- 
gaimed in that way that was most honour- 
able to the feelings of the house, and most 
honourable to the character of that illus- 
tious person who had been so long ex- 
posed to those ill-founded speculations, 

Mr, Bankes thought that this motion 
came quite by surprise upon the house, 
and after a few observations, declared he 
should oppose it, 

Sir Charles Pole considered the charges 
alledged against the noble earl as frivolous 
and vexatious, and not confirmed in any one 
single point. Earl St, Vincent, he observed, 
never knew Bartholomew had been pres+ 
sed; and the meritorious conduct of the 
noble earl, in endeavouring to suppress 
abuses in the naval department, deserved 
high public approbation ; he should, there- 
fore, heartily concur in the right hon. se- 
etary’s motion, 

Perceval said, lie certainly should 
Yote against the previous question ; he 
was also adverse to referring the papers 
toa committee of the whole house, as he 
ought: no public gaod could possibly 
aise from it. He confessed he could not 
speak on this subject without partiality, 
ashe was prejudiced in favour of the noble 
tarl, having, bad the honour to act with 

lm and approye of his measures. He 
thought the question should have been 
feue into in some shape or other, and 
teally wished the vote of thanks had come 
M.some better way,’ as the manner in 
Which it was to be carried, would cer- 
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tainly deprive it of that'value, which the 
noble earl would otherwise have set/upon 
it,—The question being: loudly called for, 
strangers were ordered to withdraw. In 
their absence, the previous question was 
negatived, and the driginal vote of thanks 
was carried without a division.—Adjourn- 
ed at three o’clock on ‘Thursday mornings. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Thursday, May 15. 
[Minutes.] ‘The house proceeded as 
usual, to Westminster Fall, and returned 
about 4; when an order was made to pro- 
‘ceed further on the trial of lord Melville 
| to-morrow, and a message was sent to the 
Commons to acquaint them therewith 
The house resolved itself into a committee 
on the Insolvent Debtors’ bill; several 
amendments were made, on the motion of 
lord Holland. The house having resumed, 
the report was received, and the bill with 
the amendments was ordered to be printed. 
—Mr. Williams, from the commissioners 
of Naval Enquiry, presented the 13th re- 
port of that board, which, on the motion of 
ear] Spencer, was ordered to be printed, 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, May 15. 
[Mrinures.] A message from the lords 
acquainted the house, that their lordships 
would proceed further with the trial of lord 
viscount Melville to-morrow, in Westmin- 
ster Hall._— Mr. H.'Thernton presented, pur- 
suant to order of the house, an Account of 
all sums of money paid-to the Sierra Leone 
company pursuant to grants of parliament ; 
also an Account of the disbursement of 
said sums.—Mr. Williams presented the 
13th report of the Commissioners of Naval 
Enquiry, Ordered to lie on the table, and 
to be printed. —The Irish Loan bill, and 
Irish Treasury Bills bill, were read a third 
time, and passed—The Mutiny bill was 
read a third time and passed.—The speaker 
stated to the house, that he had received 
a letter from admiral Duckworth, dated 
the Ist of May, in answer to the vote of 
thanks of the house to himself, and the offi- 
cers and seamen under his command. The 
letter’ was to, the following purport: “ Su- 
perb, off Cales; May 1. Sir; Ihave re- 
“ ceived yours of the 25th of March, con- 
“ veying the highest honour that can be 
‘“¢ conferred on any officer in his majesty’s 
* service, the ‘Thanks of the Imperial Par- 


T may be able’ to express’ the bigh sense 


liament of his Country. However feebly 


eae 
| 
| 
of 
ke | 
lis 
an 
rer 
ed 
ers 
the 
the 
ion 
ich. 
\die 
ing 
he 
‘has 
Use 
nse 
ned | 
ob- 
1 to 
the 
did 
pre- 
and 
He 
one 
aval 
y the 
fact, . 
not 
earty q 
hon, 
t bee 
er (0 
and 
uced, 
jainst | 
as to 
since 
o the 
Vine 
1g the 


215] 


“ which I entertain of this high and dis-| 
“¢ tinguished honour, I certainly feel it 
deeply. The best return that I can 
make on this occasion’ for the proud 
*¢ distinction which the house of commons 
“ has conferred on me'by its approbation 
* of my conduct in the battle of the 6th of 
“© February off St. Domingo, is to request 
** you to assure the house, that I shall shew 
‘*¢ my gratitude in the manner which will 
“be most agreeable to them, and that is 
“ by using my best efforts in opposing 
*“ the enemies of my king and country. 
“« They have done me a particular favour 
when they desire that I should com- 
*¢ municate their thanks to the officers un- 
“ der my command, and no lesser favour 
“ when they desire that the captains of the 
% several vessels should communicate to 
** the seamen aod niarines the most honour- 
* able reward of their services, the thanks 
** and approbation of the representatives of 
“the nation. I beg leave to return my par- 
ticular thanks to you for your congratula- 
tions, and the very handsome terms in 
‘ whictryou have transmitted to me the ap- 
probation of the house. I have :he honour 
tobe, &c. &c. J.T. Duckworth.’—The 
Secretary at War presented at the bar the 
Army Estimates for the current year. On 
his moving that the Estimates do lie on the 
table, the right hon. secretary acquainted 
the house that they contained the regular 
Estimates for the year, and added that it 
was desirable they should be taken into 


_ consideration on as early a day as possibie. 


Tn order, however, to afford the gentlemen 
opposite an opporiunity of considering the 
nature of these accounts, he should not 
propose an earlier day than Wednesday 
next. ‘The usual course on such occasions 
was to suffer a week to elapse between the 
preseuting and voting the estimates. That 
time would pearly intervene between this 
day and Wednesday, and he therefore 
trusted, that no objection would be made 
to voting the estimates on Wednesday, for 
which day he fixed his notice, The esti- 
mates were then ordered to lie on the table, 
and the abstract of them, on the motion 
of general Tarleton, to be printed. 
{Arrarrs oF Inpi4.] Mr. Paull, see- 
ing a noble lord in his place (lord Mor- 
peth), wished to know why the papers 
he had moved for respecting Bhurtpore, 
were so, long delayed. He had first 
moved for their production on the 11th of 
March, aod finding the order of that day 
was not complied with, he moved, upon 


\ 
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the 13th of April, for a peremptory order, 
As the papers were by no means volumj. 
nous, and there had been such abundant 
ume for their production, he should now 
make a further motion, unless he received 
a satisfactory reason for their delay, 

Mr. Creevey said, that the board of con. 
troul had done all that was incumbent on 
them to do, when they served the India 
board with notice of the order that had 
been made by that house. He thought, 
however, that it must appear most unfair 
in that hon. gent. to charge the board of 
controul with wishing to keep back any 
information, when it was‘ recollected, that 
they had not resisted one of the 98 motions 
for papers which the hon. gent. had made 
in the course of the last 4 months, He, 


sation in that house upon the subject, had. 
sent to Mr. Ramsden, the secretary of the 
India board, to know the reason why those 
papers were not produced. He was ins 
formed ‘by the answer, that there was at 
present a chasm in the consultations’ of 
Bengal, which probably the ‘next’ ships 
would supply. Since that time, the hon, 
gent. had made 39 motions for papers, 
which went so far as to require a detailed 
account of the most minute expences-of 
the marquis Wellesley in his entertains 
ments. At the same time, they were gets 
ting ready the papers relative to Surat, 
which were no less than 2000 close folio. 
pages. While all these accounts were 
making out at the same time, it would not 
be wonderful if there should be some delay; 
this delay could not, however, be imputed, 
in any degree, to the board of controil, 
who were really willing to give him a 
many papers as he asked for. Jf thesé 
papers were not necessary, they had a 
mischievous eflect, as they interfered with 
the making up of the official documents. 
There were two India budgets in’ arreat, 
and now in preparation, the papers con- 
nected with which would afford’ a much 
better knowledge of the affairs of India, 
than all the minute details moved: for by 
- Mr. Paull replied, that he was entitled 
to these papers to enable him to substan 
tiate against the marquis Wellesley, as im- 
portant charges as ever were brought fore 
ward in that house. He thought there 
was great delay in the production of all 
these papers. is 

Mr. Creevey denied, that there was aly 


delay that was not unavoidable. — 


however, in consequence of the conver. 
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“Mr. Francis thought, that when a mem 
ber moved for‘any papers, he was himsel! 
the best judge of their effect, and therefore: 
was not obliged to take the advice of those 
who might be adverse to his views. He 
had seen'a paper signed by twenty-three 
directors, who, amongst other things, com- 
plained that the marquis Wellesley did no’ 
gegister bis papers regularly m the consul- 
tation. The chasm could however be no 
reason for not making a return. If no re- 
cord could be found, the answer would be 
easier. 

Sir Hugh Inglis said, the principal rea- 


‘sons which occasioned the delay of those 


papers were, first, the voluminous nature 
of the papers which were ordered with 
respect to Surat; in the second place, 
there had no vessel left Bengal since the 
Medusa, which sailed in November. He 
had reason, however, to think that the first 
ship which arrived would supply the chasm 
that was complained of. He assured the 
hon. gent., that there was no wish to delay, 
and that the papers should be laid upon 
the table as soon as, in the circumstances 
of the case, they could be got ready.— 
Upon’ this explanation, and alter a few 
words from Lord Morpeth, Mr. Paull con- 
sented to withdraw his motioh. Mr. Paull 
then gave notice, that he should move, the 
fext day, to rescind an order that had been 
made in the month of April, for the pro- 
dugtion of a protest of Mr. Bosanquet, 
jelative to this transaction. 
_{Property Duty Biit.] The House 
resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole house upon the Property Duty Bill. 
/ Mr. Alderman Prinsep expressed his: dis- 
approbation of making the interest of Ex- 
thequer Bills the object of the direct ope- 
fation of the tax, because these securi- 
ties, being at present at a premium of only 
%. per cent. such a direct operation of the 
tax would have the effect of reducing them 
toadiscount. Of exchequer bills in ge- 
netal, he should say, that though not an 
unusual nor an illegal mode of raising mo- 
ney, they were unconstitutional, and an 
impolitic anticipation of the resources of 
the country.: He thought they amounted 
to a sacrificé of the commercial to the mo- 
hied interest, and that a greater pait of 
those now in the market, amounting to 
27,000,000/7. ought to be funded, in which 
case the monied interest would embark their 
capital in the funds, or employ it in aid of 
fair commercial speculations. 

Mr. Francis did not think that the direct 
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operation of the tax would bring exchequer, 


bills to a discount, because they were pay-. 


able at par at stat: d and no distant periods, 
mizht be paid into the exchequer for taxes, 
and were more handy and convenient for 
business than stock in the funds. n 

Mr. Vansittert did not think that the 
mischief apprehended by the hon. alderman, 
would result from deducting the duty at the 
exchequer. The measure was, to be pro- 
spective, so that it would not affect the pre- 
sent holders of securities of that descrip- 
tion. As to the funding of exchequer bills, 
that would cause a loss to the public, as 
they could not at present be funded at a 
higher rate than 58/. percent. in the three 
per cents.; and after the war, they perhaps 
might be funded at 70/. per cent.—After a 
few observations from Mr, Johnstone and 
lord H. Petty, the clause, on being amended 
by inserting the words “ all securities 
chargeable with interest out of the public 
revenue,’ instead of exchequer bills,’* 
was agreed to. ne 

On the clause for levying the full amount 
of 10 per cent. on all income derived from 
funded and landed property, a long and 
interesting discussion took place. 

Sir C. Price wished to know, whether it 
was proposed to levy the tax on all income 
derived from the public funds, of whate 
ever amount? 

Mr. Vansittart replied in the affirmative, 
and that be was not aware of any intention 
to make any alteration in that provision, 

Mr. Garland contended, that this clause 
would produce much injustice and inequa- 
lity. He put the case of a man haying an 
income of 20/, derived from land or the 
funds, and of another who made 70/. a year 
by manual labour. The former’ would 


bave to pay 20s., while the latter paid no- 


thing at all. He also thought, that the scale 
reached too low, and that 50/.a year should 
not pay any thing at all. He wished toknow 
the reason why the tax was not increased in 
proportion to'the increase of income, and’ 
why the man who had only 50/. a year, 
should pay as much in proportion as he 
that had 5007. One half of 50/. per 
annum would be necessary to purchase 
bread alone fora moderate family. He 
wished the former exceptions to be conti- 
nued.’ The per centage on small incomes 
had been brought much lower than it had 
been by the late chancellor of the exche- 
quer, while it remained the same on the 
larger incomes. 
Lord H. Petty informed the hon. mem- 
ber, had uniformly stated before, 


that it was his intention in the formation | 
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” of sotiety by reducing the higher orders to 
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of the act, that a material distinction 
should be made between those who were in 
possession of any permanent property, 
whether from land, the funds, or any 
other source, and those who had only a 
‘casual income derived from manual labour, 
or any other source which miust necessa- 
¥ily vary, and which was not hardly worth 
two years’ purchase. ‘The reason was, 
that a mechanic, when he had raised 50, 
60, or perhaps 70/, a year by his industry, 


tence, whilst thosé who were in possession 
of landed or funded property could by 
their industry, or perhaps by a reduction 
of their capital, ‘be placed in circumstan- 
¢es which would admit of their paying the 
tax with but very little comparative incon- 
venience. The hon. member had recom- 
mended t6 him to adopt a mode of raising 
the. taxes of the rich, and exempting the 

r.. Of all the dangerous doctrines 
that could possibly be held out in a legis- 
lative assembly, there was not one that 
could possibly be more mischievous in its 
tendency, than that of equalizing all ranks 


a level with those of a different class, and 
‘depriving them of every comfort which 
they had a right to expect from their ex- 
alted situation. 

_ Mr, Wilberforce was afraid; that the se- 
verity of this clause would render the tax 
iteatt distasteful to the great body of the 

eople. He considered it as something 
Tike a breach of the public faith, to place 
thoSe in a worse situation who had incomes 
derived from funded property, than they 
wére who derived their subsistence fron 
labour. But according to this clause it 

would so happen, that the man who had 60, 
a year from funded property, would pay 
rd out of it, while another who had a sa- 
lary to the same amount, paid only 10s. 
But it was strange to observe, that when 
the income was 500/. a year, for instance, 
ilien' the sum contributed was exactly the 
same, whether derived from funded pro- 
péerty, or professional industry. On the 
whole, he wished the noble lord to re-con- 
sider the clause, and see whether some- 
thing could not be devised less liable to the 
charge of inequality and injustice. He 
thought the present question of vast magni- 
fiide, and not to be decided in so thin a! 
house. It was not too much then. to ask’ 

Sir Robert Buxton recommended the! 


committee, as gentlemen of landed _pyo, 
perty were, as the bill then. stood, to | 
taxed in some cases 13, in others 7i per 
cent, on their incomes. 
Mr. Spencer Stanhope thought this tax 
of 10 per cent. on all funded property, 
would fall peculiarly heavy on many of the, 
lower classes of the people, but particu. 
larly servants. He would suppose a faith. 


ful servant had saved, after years of ser... 


vice, 190/. and he places it in the funds, 
{lis master dies, or by any other. casualty, 
he became a servant out of place, and hag 
of a year whilst those jn 
other different. classes only pay. for abovg 
50l. a year ;, there was great hardship and 
partiality in this. He asked if it was right 
to apply, this new, machivery to enable ug 
to carry on the war ? He thought not; ang: 
he was afraid it would raise a discontentig. 
the country almost equal to disaffectiony 
He questioned whether there were any tw 
members ia the house, not only in its int 
very thin state, but when it was quite fully 
except the noble lord and his right hop 
neighbour (Mr. Vansittart) who understdod. 
the bill at all; for his part, he had paid 
to it all the attention ia his power, and 
could not make it out. 
Mr. Johnstone coincided with the noblg 
lord, with regard to the impolicy of incre 
sing the seale of taxation in proportion t 
the increase of income. But he could not 
see any reason for, taxing those who had 
funded property, so much more severely 
thanannuitants. 
Mr, Vansittart observed, that the obe 
jections which had been urged by several 
hon, members, proceeded entirely froma 
misapprehension of the principle .of the 
bill. They had all along argued asif it 
went to impose a tax on income, and not 
on property. The present tax bore aresems 
blance to the land-tax, which was paid ip 
the same proportion by the man who had 
ten acres, as by him who had ten thousand 
In the same manner, this tax was proposed 
to be laid on the property of the subj 
and did not at all enquire into the amount 
of that property. The efficacy of the tax 
would depend on adhering to this princi: 
ple; and as the income arising from an ane 
nuity or from. labour was. very different 
from that derived from real property, cet 
tain remissions of the tax were proposed tobe 
granted in the former cases. The situation of 


}the man who had an annyity, was very 


different from. that. of him who. had aniue 
come arising from real property. ‘The an- 
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nuity expired with the life-of the atinnitant. 
while the stockholder was always possessed 
ofareal capital. The difference between the 
two was evidently iuimense, and the 
sent'tax constantly kept in view this essen- 


tial. distinction. 


‘Sir VW. Geary thought the bill bore too 
hard’ on the lower classes of the people. 
Jt was said, that every man was, by the 
pill, taxed according to his means. ‘This 
was not, however, the case; every nian, 
it was true, having more than.50/. a year, 
was liable to be taxed; but a man who 
possessed 50/. a year with a certainnumber 
ofchildren, could not be said to have the 
game means to pay the tax as the man who 
had the same property, and no® children. 
He thought, therefore, there ought to be 
exemptions in that respect, as in the ori- 
gival act. 


Mr. Babington was of opinion, that en- 


forcing the tax would, on many cecasions, 
produce very great hardship; and thought, 
from his own experience, that it could not 
fail 'to prove.a most disagreeable task to 
the commissioners employed under it. He, 
therefore, wished to remind the noble 
lord, that taxes very often took their com- 
plexion, in the public opinion, from the 
gecurrence of cases of particular hard- 
ship ; aud thought that some modifications 
would render it more palateable, and 
equally productive. 

-Mr. Fox wished to state in a few words 
his ideas respecting the principle of the 
tax. The general principle of it seemed 
tobe, that all persons having property, of 
Whatever kind, were-bound to contribute. 
The exception from this principle — was, 
that: those were to be exempted from its 
operation, who could not eontribute to the 
fax: without depriving themselves of the 
neeessaries of life, and thus becoming the 
proper objects of charity. In-many cases, it 
would be impossible to take any thing from 
the produce of labour, since 1t might be 
barely: sufficient’ to procure subsistence. 


Hghce the propriety ef those exemptions] 


that-were proposed in certain cases. An- 
Ruitants. also below a certain sam were tg 
be ‘exempted, -because they could not be 
sid to. be possessed of real property. But 
this would not apply to income derived 
from monies in the funds, or from landed 
property. - Suppose a man to be possessed 
of 6 or 700/.; from which he derived an 
Mcome ‘of 30 pounds a year, by subject- 
log him to the present tax, you could not 
besaid to. deprive: binw of the uecessaries 


of life, or make him an object of charity ; 


lor what title could such a man set up té 


your charitable asssistance, who was posy 
sessed of a capital of 6 or 700/.? He 
therefore was not entitled to be exempted 
from the general principle ; and this would 
apply equally to the possession of landed 
and of funded property. According to 
the extent of @ man’s income in many dif; 
ferent situations, he might have it in his 
power to make such alteration in his ex- 
penditure as that the tax would net entire- 
ly crush him: he might be able in some 
measure to relieve himself: if he lived of 
the first floor, for instance, he might re- 
move to the second, and so lessen his ex. 


pences ; if he was.on the second already, he 


night mount to the attic story ; but, where 
a man was already found to be in the cel- 
lar, where could he be sent to, what re- 
source could he have ? With regard to the 
embarrassments of the commissionefs, in 
carrying the act into execution, they would 
not take place, at least, in the ease of the 
funded property. 


Mr. Spencer Stanhope observed, that it 


was very common for people in-the lower 
ranks of hfe to settle on their widows the 
interest of the sinall sums they had been 


able to accumulate, and the tax, operating 


on such an income, might reduce those 
who received it to the situation of paupers, 

Mr. For replied, that people of that 
description evidently belonged to the class 
of annuitants. 

Mr. Spencer Stanhope said, the tax 
would operate with a severity amounting 
to cruelty, in those cases, where small far~ 
mers left 100/. to their widows for their 
lives, with remainder to their children ; 
it would also fall extremely hard upon 
thuse labouring persons, who had, whilst 
young, provided for old age, by saving 
a little property, which they vested in go- 
vernment security, In this case it would 


prove a tax upon the old and infirm, whilst 


the young and vigorous were exempted, 
Mr. Wilberforce said, he did not’ see 


why the difficulty should be greater now, ° 


than under lord Sidmouth’s administra, 
tion, to allow, in certaim cases, funded 


property, under 50/, a year exemption, . 


Artificers and artisans, he thought, were 
much better able to bear the tax, than 


many widows and persong in a state of de, 


crepitude and decay, who had seen betters 
days, and who, by the diminution of 
their little meaus, would be, particularly 


»ppressed. 
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Mr. Francis remarked, that the noble 
Tord, who-brought forward the tax, seem 
- ed to be so inveterately addicted to his 
arithmetical proportion, that 


e seemed disposed to sacrifice every con- 


_ sideration of benevolence to the plan of 
- squaring the tax, in all cases, to the sum 
of income, without at all adverting to the 
infinitely various cases of hardship and 


difficulty to which poor persons, with smal} 


incomes and large families, were exposed. 
But he would find, upon experience, this 
-.fule of proportion would prove a rule of 


false position. With men whose incomes 
were far above want, for instance, two or 
three thousand a year, little or no incon- 
venience would be felt; but where the 
means of a family’s existence came to be 
abridged, the hardship would press intole- 
ably. 

Mr. Hudleston recommended that the 
bill should be rendered more palateable, in 
order that it might succeed. His first im- 
pression, when it was introduced, and the 
impression which he was convinced remain- 
ed upon the public mind, was that no in- 
come of any description whatever under 
50/. a year was to be subject to its opera- 
tion. He earnestly recommended that the 
present clause should be abandoned, as 
likely to produce great distress, and con- 
siderable discontent, more especially when 
compared with the measure of a similar 
description which proceeded from a late 
right bon. gent., who had cautiously avoid- 
ed pressing upon those classes of society 
which would be peculiarly affected by the 
present bill as it now stood. 

Mr. W. Smith expressed his concern to 
hear bis right hon. friend (Mr. Fox) say, 
that the operation of the tax was only to 
be arrested when it would occasion a want 
of the necessaries of life. He felt more for 
those who, with the most scanty means, 
were obliged to do what was called “ keeping 
up appearances in life.” He alluded to 
that decent and respectable order of _per- 
sons, numerous every where throughout 


‘this metropolis and the kifgdom at large, 


who had seen better days, and been 
early used to the comforts of life, but 
who, with small incomes, were condemned, 


’ under the vicissitudes of the times, to 


struggle with difficulties, in endeavouring 
to preserve appearances and maintain 
their claims to decent respect. That order 
of persons would be more hurt by the ne- 


cessity of applying for parochial relief, or 


charitable aid, than those of a lower 
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sphere, by, if possible, more severe pes 
cessities ; and when their dependence 
ed solely upon a little funded property 
those sufferings were likely to be extens 
svely felt. Manufacturers and traders 
could increase their profits to answer gp 
additional outgoing; but persons of Jimi. 
ed incomes had no-means of retrieyjip 
the deficit that would be occasioned by 
the tax. 

Mr. Secretary For begged leave to re. 
call the attention of the committee to the 
line of distnction he had’ before drawn, 
and to repeat that it was by no means the 
wish of those who brought forward this 
tax, that it should so far trespass’ upon 
the neces$aries of. life, as to oblige any of 
the parties from whom it should be exact. 
ed to apply for parochial, or even for pri. 
vate relief; and therefore upon this prin. 
ciple, as in the cases of income from‘la. 
bour, the mere annuitant for life in any 
income from the funds under was'ex- 
empted by the bill. But any person who 
was the fee-simple proprietor of 5 or 600/, 
in the stocks, which might entitle the holder 
to an income of 20 or 30/. a year; he 
could not consider in the light of an ob. 
ject, likely to want the necessaries of life, 
or to be driven to seek for charitable re 
lief, and therefore an annuity so circums 
stanced came fairly under the operation of 
a property tax, like freehold property in 
land. For the class of persons to whom 
his hon. friend alluded, and who were 
struggling with narrow circumstances to 
preserve appearances, aud maintain the 
respect to which their characters in life 
justly entitled them, he felt us sincerely 
as any man; and not merely for’ those 
with incomes of 100/. or 200/., but even in 
many cases with 500/. a year. No man 
was more sincerely disposed than he was 
to afford them alleviation. He begged his 


| bon. friend to be assured, that he was not 


himself a friend to the tax or any of its 
principles or operation; that he was sensis 
ble the objections to it were just and innus 
merable ; but his majesty’s present minis 
ters were reluctantly forced. to adopt it, 
under the pressure of existing circumstan* 
ces, which they had the consolation to 
reflect they had no share in producing. Bat 
when the alarming pressure of those ext 
gencies were felt on all sides ; when theif 
ears were daily and hourly saluted with 
admonitions of “ take care of the dange 
rous situation of ‘the country, you must 


have powerful fleets and formidable armies; Fite 
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and you must spare no expence in arm- 
ing for your defence at all points ;” and 
yet when ministers came to propose the 
ineans of raising funds for such prepara- 
tions, it was not very pleasant to their 
feelings, when they heard nothing but ob- 
jections and embarrassments.—The house 
then divided upon the question, that the 
clause should stand as it did. Ayes, 58. 
Noes, 18. Majority 40.—A snbsequent 
discussion took place upon an amendment 
proposed by Mr. Wilberforce, for exempt- 
ing from the tax on professional incomes, 
so much of their amount as shall be paid 
in life assurances for the provision of wives 
or chillren after the death of the party. 
It was supported by Mr. Babington and 
Mr. W. Smith, but opposed by Mr. Van- 
sittart, and negatived without a division. 
Several additional clauses were proposed 
by Mr. Vansittart, and particularly a 
dause for subjecting to the tax all exche- 
quer bills, and other unfunded stock, the 


yo interest of which is paid out of the reve- 
N01, nue, to commence from the 10th of Oct., 
der Which, after asuggestion from Alderman 
he @ Curtis, that the tax should commence on 
ob- Mm the 5th of July, was settled as for the 
ife, % former day.—The bill being gone through, 
re jm Was ordered to be reported the next day, 
but the clauses were reserved for further 
1of vonsideration on Monday. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

rere Friday, May 16. 

to @ {Mrvutes.] The house proceeded at 
the Westminster-hall, and returned about 
life @ half past 3, when an order was made to 
rely proceed further on the trial of lord Mel- 
no © Mille the next day, and a message was sent 
nin commons to acquaint them there- 
man With—The Mutiny bill, the Irish Loan 
was lill,and the Irish Treasury Bills bill, were 
jhis @ tad a 2d time.—The earl of Suffolk took 
opportunity to allude to a petition pre- 
fits @ Muted some time since, claiming one of 
nsis jf tle titles borne by his lordship, which was 
nnus § tledyed by it to be in abeyance. He had 
ini» j ¥en indisposed at the time it was preseut- 
t it, 9d, and was obliged to leave town soon 
tler; which would shortly, he observed, 
n to Blethe case, on certain pressing domestic 
But § %asions: what he had to submit. to the 
-exi* house, and in the way .of requisition, if 
theit § Mich might not be deemed improper or irre- 
with J filar, was, that no proceedings should 
tke/place, respecting the business, during 
must absence, which, when he considered 
mies; Pte advanced state of the session, and the 
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great pressure of public business; he thought 
could be with propriety complied with.— 
The lord chancellor observed, the noble 
earl need not be apprehensive of any pros 
ceedings obtaining with respect to the pe 
tition alluded to, this session; for when 
their lordships considered the great weight 
of public business, and the immense quan- 
tity of judicial business, on which great 
property, and interests importaut to their 
fellow subjects, depended, they must feel 
they could spare no time for investigatin 

what peerages were in abeyance.—The ear 

of Suffolk then made some allusion to. the 
Suffolk-property, the bulk of which was en 
joyed by two other noble families, and, in 
contemplation of his own claims, expressed 
his wish, that the records or registers were 
keptand preserved, as they are in Scotland. 

{Conpuct or Jupcr Fox.] Lord 
Grenville, adverting to the order for Mon- 
day, relative to the attendance of witnesses. 
in the caseof Mr. Justice Fox, observed 
that it was evidently impossible for the 
house to take that business into considera- 
tion on so early a day, and therefore he 
should merely move to discharge the order 
for Monday, and renew it for the 30th 
instant; which motion, he was autho- 
rised to say, had the consent of the noble 
marquis (Abercorn) with whom the busi- 
ness originated. 

The Duke of Cumberland said, he was 
also authorised by his noble friend to state, 
that he had no objection to the present 
motion. He trusted; however, that in 
postponing the order, it would not be un- 
derstood that it was to be deferred sine 
die—After a few words in explanation 
from lord Grenville, the order was disa 
charged, and fixed for the 30th instants 
[REPEAL OF THE ADDITIONAL Forts 
Bitt.}] Lord Grenville moved, that the 
Additional Force Act Repeal bill should be 
read a second time on Monday, and the 
lords be summoned. 
Lord Hawkesbury expressed a wish that 
a longer interval might be allowed. It 
was understood that there were other sub- 
jects connected with the repeal of this ' 
upon which he wished for information, an 
respecting which, he thought a further 
time ought to be allowed for their consi- 
derations' His principal reason, boweyer, 
for rising, was to ask a question of the 
noble lord. He had heard that it had 
‘been proposed in another place, to alter 
the constitution of the army, by enlisting 
for a limited time. He wished to know 
Q 
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whether there was any intention to that ef- 
fect on the part.of his majesty’s ministers? 
Lord Grenville denied that there was any 
connection. between the present bill and 
other measures that it was supposed by the 
noble lord were intended to be brought 
forward. Whether any other measures 
were to be proposed or not, he should still 
consider the repeal of the bill as a mea- 
sure of sound and wise policy. With re- 
spect to the question of the noble lord, it 
applied to what was irregularly known with 
respect to something that had been stated 
in the house of commons. He could only 
say upon this subject, that the house of 
commons would decide upon any such pro- 
positions, according to their own judg- 
ment; and that this house could not be 
supposed to know any thing that passed in 
the other house, until it came regularly 
before them.—The bill was ordered to be 
read a 2d time on Monday, aud the lords 
to be summoned. 

[Stave Importation Restriction 
Bitt.] The order of the day for the third 
reading of this bill being read, 

The Duke of Clarence rose, and ex- 
pressed his intention of moving an amend- 
ment to the title of the bill, which he seem- 
ed to say would produce the effeets intend- 
ed, with respect to the operation of. certain 
parts of the bill, to which, more than the 
rest, he strongly objected. He wished that 
some peer, more competent than himself, 
had come forward; but he felt the impor- 
tance of the subject so strongly, that he 
was induced to offer himself to the atten- 
tion. of their lordships. 
ticular parts of the bill, which, more than 
any other, and in every point of view in 
which he considered them, -his royal high- 
ness seemed to think objectionable. .He 
meant chiefly those which went to prevent 
the exportation of slaves from British 
islands, or in British vessels, into foreign 


then adverted to the number of seamen 
employed, and for whom it proved a nurs 
sery; and the extensive drawback upon 
the slave trade itself which the bill would 
produce, might be conceived, when it was 
known, that out of upwards of 38,000 
slaves, more than 22,000 were afterwards 
exported from the British islands to fo 
reign colonies and settlements. When he 
reflected on the immense capital employed 
in. the trade, the great quantities of British 
manufactures consumed in consequence of 
it, and the numbers of seamen employed, 
how strong must be bis reprobation of a 
measure, which would diminish nearly two. 
thirds of the whole! His royal highness 
adverted to the different sentiments enter. 
tained upon this subject by the father of 
the noble lord, now at the head of admi- 
nistration, and who was fully impressed 
with the importance of these considera. 
tions. He referred to the operation of 
the three past acts; from the first passed 
in 1766, to the general act of last session; 
and he expatiated upon the advantageous 
traffic between the British islands, and the 
Spanish main, which entirely depended 
upon the transmission of slaves, and whieh 
would prospectively be in greater demand, 
as it was the present policy of the courtof 
Spain to cultivate the extensive island of 
Cuba. Added to these considerations, the 
bill was inefficacious as to its avowed ob- 
ject. No regulations of our legislature 
could prevent those foreign colonies being 
supplied by the ships of other states: it 
was impossible ; the coasts of Africa wete 


There were par-} open to all nations. To pass such abill 


would, therefore, be neither consistent 


into other hands which we might ourselves 
retain; nor with true humanity, as the 
transmission of slaves would be given to 
those who would not use them with such 
tenderness and care. His royal highness 


colonies. When he considered this prohi-| then adverted to the share the Americans 


bition, under whatever motive it was pro- 


at present enjoyed of this traffic, and the 


fessedly urged, he must deem it part of a|increased proportion they were likely 


system for the abglition of the slave trade. 
Were their lordships duly to consider, or 
‘had they an opportunity of considering, 
that great mass of evidence which was ad- 
duced on the subject, they would then be 
- fully aware of, and thoroughly impressed 
‘with, the importance of the traffic in ques- 
tion., His royal highness entered upon 


some calculations to evince this proposi- 
tidn, and stated the capital employed in the 
trade to exceed two millions sterling. He 


have, should the bill pass in its present 
shape ; and he cailed the attention of their 
lordships to the circumstance of the car 
goes now on their progress to the West 
Indies, and the calamitous consequences 
that must ensue, when the farther expet 
tation of these should be stopped. Upm 
the whole, his view of the measure W# 
such, that he should move, in the way 
amendment, to leave out that part of the 
title of the bill, which went to preventilt 


with true policy, as it would throw that § 
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exportation of slaves, by any of his ma- 
jesty’s subjects, into any colonies or islands, 
subject to any foreign state or power. 

‘The Earl of Suffolk felt himself bound 
on principles of humanity, as well as of 
liberty, to support the bill, He adverted 
to the practicability of cultivating the West- 
India islands, by other means than those 
of the importation of African negroes ; 
and suggested the possibility of introducing 
seapoys from the east, or some of the in- 
habitants of the Cape of Goud Hope. . He 
dwelt much on the good effects of a mild 
and humane treatment of the negroes at 
present on the soil, which, together with 
encouraging propagation amongst them, 
pight in a shart time preclude the neces- 
sity of farther importations for the pur- 

ses Of cultivation. , 

The Bishop of London said, he could 
pot satisfy his own mind, if he sat sileat 
upon what he must consider as a question 
of morality. The objections which had 
been'urged against the present bill, did not 
weigh much with him, for they were the 
same that had been advanced against the 
bill: for. abolishing the slave trade. ‘The 
continuance of this traflic could not be 
maintained for an ivstant upon the score 
of morality, and here he was glad to find 
that the objections upon the ground of po- 
litical consideration, made no less against 
it, If it contributed to prevent the mor- 
tality which was always found to accom- 
pany the cultivation and breaking up of 
new grounds, that would be a great in- 
ducement to him to vote in support of it. 
He had for a whole year constantly attend- 
ed acommittee which sat in that house, to 


» consider of the propriety of abolishing the 


flave trade, and the result of all he had 
heard was, that it was possible to keep up 


| the quantity of negroes necessary for culu- 


Vating the West Indies, without recurring 
if importation, or the dreadful practices 
to which it gave rise. Wherever that un- 
fortunate race of men were treated with 
common humanity, they increased like 
other human beings. In Virginia, where 
the importation of negroes had been pro- 
hibited, a census was taken in the year 
1786, and it was found that in that pro- 
vince their number had increased upwards 
of 15,000 in the course of 3 years that the 
dtade was prohibited. He was anxious 
that his countrymen should be entirely dis- 
engaged from all concern in that oppro- 
brious traffic, and therefore he would vote 


The Earl. of. Westmorland considered 
that part of the bill which it was the object 
of the illustrious duke to do away, as 
tending not only to destroy a large propor- 
tion of the trade alluded to by the illus- 
trious duke, but also the trade carried on 
to the Spanish colonies in America, under 
the cover of exporting slaves, and which 
created a market for two million sterling 
of British manufactures. He did not ob- 
ject to that part of the bill which prohibit- 
ed supplying with slaves, colonies taken 
during war, as, in the event of their being 
surrendered, the British capital employed 
only went to enrich the enemy. With re- 
spect to the abolition of the slave trade; the 
trade had been carried on for a long series 
of years under the ablest ministers that 
this country had seen,. and who never 
thought of abolishing it; the idea of the 
abolition first originated, within a few years 
past, among atheists, enthusiasts, jacobins, — 
and such descriptions of persons. If they 
doubted his statements with respect to the 
amount of the trade carried on, let evi- 
dence be called to the bar to prove or dis- 
prove them, but at least the house ought 
to pause before they consented to destroy 
a trade of such magnitude, particularly at 
a time when our commerce had so many 
difficulties to encounter. The argument, 
that supplying foreign colonies with slaves 
enabled them to rival us in the market, was 
one directly in favour of the slave trade. 

The Marquis of Siigo opposed the bill, 
as pregnant with infinite danger to the 
very existence of the West-India islands. 

Lord Holland said, that it was almost 
unnecessary for him to trouble their lord- 
ships. All the objections to the principle 
of the bill had been urged over and over, 
upon every discussion which took place on 
the bills, which had been almost annually 
submitted to parliament, for abolishing the 
slave trade. So far from the planters be- 
ing alarmed by the present bill, all of them 
he bad conversed with, were decidedly in 
favour of it. So far from its being preju- 
dicial, they were decidedly of opinion, that 
it would be advantageous to their interests. 
Were the traffic to cease to-morrow, he 
was convinced, that not an article less af 
British manufacture would find its way into 
the Spanish colonies. Fortunately, Bri- 
tish manufactures were become of absolute 
necessity to the inhabitants of South Ame- 
rica, and they would have them, though 
the slave importation trade, which, accord- 
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uséd as a cover for a more important 
branch of commerce, were annihilated. 
He dectined goiig over the arguments 
which had been §0 often used respecting 
the slave trade; but if the present bill 
tended, as had been’ stated, to contribute 
to-thé abolition of, that ‘nefarious traffic, it 
was in his mind a paramount argument in 
its favour.’ 
~ The Bishop of St. Asaph said, that a 
noble lord had characterised the bill before 
their lordships ‘as abolition in disguise. He 
was no friend fo any thing in disguise ; but, 
whilé he was in'that house, he would, by 
every means iii his power, whether fair or 
foul,’ whether by open hostility, or secret 
Stratagém, labour to destroy that infa- 
mous traffic, which was no less a disgrace 
to Humanity, than it was destructive of the 
morals of the nation. His lordship urged 
& variety of arguments against the slave 
tradé; and supported the bill, as the first 
step towards its abolition. - 

 Lotd Eldon, ‘after glancing at the con- 
duct he formerly held, with respect to the 


. Subject ‘so ‘often adverted to, observed, 


that with a due regard to himself and his 
fellow-stibjects, and a respect for the in- 
terésts of tliose who were concerned, he 
had now to express to their lordships the 
doubts he entertained upon the present oc- 
casion. His lordship wished, that while 
the reverend prelates were supporting this 
jneasure, they would also indemnify the in- 
dividuals who must suffer by it. ‘There 
‘was ‘ho man more inclined to the abolition 
of the slave trade than himself, yet he had 
his doubts upon the subject, and greatly 
apprehended it would destroy a large por- 
tion of British shipping, British sailors, 
and British merchants, and would carry an 
article of trade into a foreign market. His 
lordship, therefore, opposed the measure, 
Lord Darnley supported thé bill, onthe 
sround of its being merely a regulation of 
with to the colonies of the 
‘enemy, which, though now in our posses- 
‘sion, might be restored when a peace took 
place. He likewise observed, that though 
Britist capital night be thrown out of this 
branch of commerce, yet it 
‘would easily find some other channel, in 
‘which it might be employed in a’ manner 
“equally beneficial, 
The Duke of Gloucester made his maiden 
“speech, to the following effect: My lords; 
‘on. a subject of sach importance as this, in- 
“yolvitig inf it the feelings of humanity and 


. “the *priticiples of justice, it ‘is impossible 


for me to give a silent vote, I will not now 
enter into any discussion on the general . 
subject of the slave trade, but I hope and 
trust that the time is not far removed when 
we shall all witness the abolition of that 
trade, which is a disgrace to the coun 
that encourages it; which violates all thé 
principles of justice, humanity, and rel. 
gion, and which is directly contrary to the 
free constitution of this country. I trust, 
whenever the great question of abolition 
comes to be considered, and when ‘the 
measure itself shall be proposed, ‘that thé 
merits of the trade itself, and every thing 
connected with it, will be fully enquired 
into; that the interests of the merchants 
concerned in this trade will be duly weigh 
ed and considered, and that nothing maj 
be done to the prejudice of the country, J 
hope it will be judged how far thé System 
is injurious to our interests ; how faritis 
repugnant to the feelings of the British 
people, and the freedom of the happy cots 
stitution, under which they live. [give 
my warmest support to the measuré now 
vefore the house, because I think it will 
tend to diminish that shocking trate in 
human blood which has lasted for 80 many 
ages, and which has spread misery and dé, 
solation in every place where it has beta 
carried on, 
Lord Grenville hegan by answering the 
arguments of those who objected to the 
bill on the ground of ‘its injuring our ery 
port trade; and said that when the ad 
vantages of traffic and commerce were op. 
posed to the horrors of peculation and 
murder, he had no hesitation in deciding 
his judgment. His lordship said that this 
bill had been’ represented as abolition 
in disguise. Were this true, he should 
be glad indeed, not of the disguise, bat of 
the abolition. It would be an event most 
grateful to his feelings to witness the abo- 
lition of a traffic that was an outrage to 
humanity, and that trampled on the rights 
of mankind. But he could see no reason 
for disguise, on such a subject. Herhat 
heard of fraud in disguise, of injus 
tice and oppression in disguise; but justice 
and humanity required no disguise. Those 
who felt those virtues, would be also proud 
to acknowledge them. It had been argued, 
that if we laid down the trade, others were 
ready to take itup. This, however, was 
mode of reasoning that would not stand 
the test of examination, Were we to act 
unjustly in order to prevent others from 
doing so? Let us clear ourselves of te 
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guilty and if they thought proper to take it 
up; let the guilt be upon their heads. 'Tothe 
cause of humanity let them be answerable 
for the consequences. But this reasoning 
was unjust ia another respect. Did not 
the noble and learned lord (Eldon) see, 
that if we gave up the trade, it was not 

sible for any other state, without our 
permission to tuke it up? Did we not 
ride every where unrivalled on the ocean ? 
Gould any’ power pretend to engross this 
trade, while we commanded from the 
shores of Atrica to the western extremities 
ofthe Atlantic? América had been repre- 
sented as likely to succeed us in the trade; 
but were not noble lords aware, that there 
was majority of the united states decidedly 


hostile to this trafic? ‘The whole of the. 


slates, indeed, were professedly more or 
és, against the trade, except Carolina, 
and in such circumstances little vigour was 
i be expected in a trade so contrary to 
the principles and feelings of the majority 
of that people. ‘The noble lord then ad- 
yetted to the arguments that had been em- 
ployed, derived from oar contraband trade 
sith the Spanish Continent, which was 
tot covered or protected, as had been pre- 
ended; by the importation of slaves, Our 
wpply of the enemy’s colonies would only 
mable them the more. to rival us in colo- 
tial produce. ‘The narrowing of this trade, 
oreven its abolition, would not shut us 
ot of Africa.. We might visit there in 
aother-shape, and not as robbers and pi- 
rates; carrying off the helpless inhabitants. 
Ifthey were so rude and savage as repre- 
snted; let us rather endeavour to civilize 
them, and by a just and equitable trattic 
frm their minds to the pursuits of civilized 
lie. In respect to the clause prohibiting 
ind restricting to neutrals the use of Bri- 


| fish commodities in the conduct of this 


fade, he thought it was perfectly fair that 
what was prevented from being done in Bri- 
tith bottoms, should also be prevented in the 
case of other vessels trading with Great 
Britain. If the law was not to be evaded 
your own subjects, neither should it be 
permitted to vessels sailing from our ports. 
Time was asked for enquiry, but that re- 
qiest had been made for these 18 years; 
md if that was not enough, he was afraid 
tperiod would be necessary, no way pro- 
portionate to the duration of human life. 

“Lord Hawkesbury said, he had never 
thjected to the'abolition of the slave trade 
Wany ‘shape in which interest was to be 
Wewed on the one -sidey and humanity on 

+ 


the other. He had always admitted, that 
if interest and humanity, really so called, 
were to be opposed, there could be no 
difference of opinion. But on this sub- 
ject there was another question, Who were 
the persons to be injured, and to what 
amount? He.was prepared to meet any 
uoble lord whenever the question should 
come regularly before the house on its ge- 
neral merits, but at present it was neces- 
sary to confine himseli to the objects of the 
bill. He made some observations on the 
order of council, and as a means of setting 
some bounds to the trade and the con- 
sumption of capital, he thought it fairly 
justifiable. Most of the euemy’s settle= 
ments, he said, were cultivated by. British | 
capital, which would deteai, be thought, 
the object of the bill. Most of the enemy’s 
islands we had taken possessiou of were in 
a great measure occupied by British. There 
was a great deal of. British property in- 
vested in Cuba. The noble lord explained 
the causes of these-facts, and argued that 
in this case we should be injuring British 
property by passing the bill. The capital 
we now employed in this trade, would be 
transferred to other places where the trade 
would be carried on. In point of huma- 
nity, he insisted we ought to prevent this 
necessary consequence of the measure, as 
it could be no-where carried on with a 
greater regard to the rights of humanity 
than under the regulations already esta- 
blished by parliament, The noble lord 
then adverted to most of the arguments 
that had been employed in the course of 
the evening, and concluded by stating, that 
the doubts he had altogether, respecting 
the operation of the bill, induced him to 
give it his opposition, 

Lord Ellenborough supported the bill in 
a variety of arguments, and adverting to 
the speech of a noble and learned lord 
(Eldon), expressed his astonishment, that 
any noble lord who had supported and ap- 
proved of the same measure in the shape 
of an order of council, should oppose this | 
bill, unless it was that they proceeded from 
different men, 

Lord Eldon explained, and was refer- 
ring particularly to what had fallen from 
the learned lord who had just spoken; 
when 

Lord Lauderdale, on the authority of a 
standing order of the house, called the 
learned lord to order. 

Lord Sidmouth «.» pressed the greatest ab- 
horrence. of the infamous and disgraceful 
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_ traffic, and approved of the bill,.as, inde- 


. slaves in the West Indies were well treated 


dustry. : 


- colonies would be considerably advanced 


-voured, in the year 1788, to bring the dii- 


_local prohibition. 


slave trade would not be in the least degree 


.of our old West-India settlements, for the 


_every reason to believe, we must relinquish 
_ -onapeace; but he must say that it is oppres- 
sive, it is faithless, after the terms we had 


British subjects, that we should now tell 


-neans of cultivating their soil, nor of carry- 
‘ing on their usual commerce. 
.to the-strong objections which had been 
urged by the noble lords who opposed the 
bill, he must observe, that we had little or 


surely at the period when Americans or 
neutrals participate so very largely inthe 
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pendently of the policy of the case, it 
operated as a considerable means of its 
gradual and progressive abolition. 

‘The Duke ot Sussex spoke at consider- 
ablelength against the bill; and, among a 
variety of other arguments, urged that the 
more wealthy those islands were which 
we had conquered from the enemy, they 
would be the better calculated to become 
the purchasers of our manufactures. The 


in general, and formed to habits of in- 


The Earl of Buckinghamshire assured 
their lordships, that it appeared manifest 
to him, that the interest of our West-India 


by this measure. 
Lord Auckland informed their lordships 
that he, in conjunction with others, endea- 


fevent, commercial nations to a general 
agreement to discuntinue this trade. « The 
French revolution, however, broke out, 
and prevented this general extensive regu- 
Jation or understanding, which appeared 
to him to be far more beneficial to the 
cause of justice and humanity than any 


Lord Shefield considered the bill before 
their Jordsbips as another instance of. the 
infatuated disposition to sacrifice the navi- 
gation and commerce of the empire ; the ob- 
ject ef those who looked to abolition of the 


answered. The measure, however, seems a 
curious mixture of thesentimental in respect 
to the trade in slaves, and of a job in favour 
ruin of our new acquisitions in those parts. 
He would not then enter into the policy of 


conquering, retaining, and improving, at a 
great expence, acquisitions which there was 


grauted, and the advantage of becoming 
the inhabitants they should not have the 


In addition 


no direct carrying-trade left, except to 
Africa and the East and West Indies; and 


East and West India trade; when we arg 
shut out from so great a proportion of the 
world, we should not relinquish that tradg 
which holds out the best prospects to us, 
he trade to Africa is rendered odious } 
the insinuation of its being merely a slave 
trade. Jn the present question, the trade 
in slaves is perhaps the part of the’ least 
consideration ;. the circuitous trade to 
Africa, and thence to the West Indies, is 
that which, of all others, we stand in most 
need; it is a trade of barter which, in one 
voyage, gives three or four profits; we ac. 
quire iu exchange for our manufacturesand 
other commodities, all the valuable and 
necessary raw materials from South Amey 
rica which we used to receive through Old 


Spain, paying very heavy duties; mostof 


which, if we could get them at all at thig 
time, must be at exorbitant prices, He 
suid, uo human expectation can be mor 
vain than that a simple act of pasliament 
could prevent the introduction of slaves 
into the numerous creeks of the West Indies, 
where every inhabitant is in favour of that 
introduction. But the attempt at probi- 
bition would render the trade extremely 
severe and cruel in respect to the poor 
negro; because, instead of a well-regulated 
trade, as at present, it would become a 
smuggling ‘trade, subjecting them to the 
greatest bardships, He said, he must not 
go farther into the yor at that late hour, 
The papers on the table prove the extreme 
mischief that will arise to our carrying 
trade and commerce, that we are daily be- 
coming more dependent on the American 
states for the important article, cotton; 
and that soon we should not have shipping 
for our carrying-trade, or for bringing 
home the produce of our colonies. He 
said, he had lately stated to their lordships, 
that there is nearly an end to ship-building, 
except for the navy, in the several ports 
of England; that the discouragement isso 
great, that very few indeed are building for 
the merchants’ service, only two at this time 


‘in the river Thames; that the ships we 


have, are wearing out very fast; that we 
shall have none to replace them, and con- 
sequently shall be obliged to give up the 
most beneficial and important trade to the 
British empire, viz. the carrying-tradé— 
After a short reply from the duke of Cla- 
rence, the question was loudly called fon 
and the house divided; when there ap 
peared, contents 43 ;—non-contents 18} 
majority 25. The bill was then road 
third time and passed. . 
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gead a first time.—Mr. Alexander brought 


which he had not the good fortune of being 
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| HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Friday, May 16. 
[Mixures.] A message from the lords 
announced their lordships’ intention of 
xceeding further the next day with the 
trial of lord Melwville.—Sir J. Newport pre- 
sented the Irisly Malt Duty bill, which was 


up the report of the committee on the Pro- 
perty Tax Duty bill ; which was ordered to be 
taken into furtherconsideration on Monday. 

{Barracks.] Mr. Robson rose to bring 
forward his promised motion for the produc- 
tion of certain documents relative to the de- 
partment of Barracks, with a view to insti- 
tute an enquiry into certain gross abuses in 
tbat department, through the wasteful ex- 
penditure of the public money. He said 
jt was now 4 years since he had ventured 
to obtrude himself upon the attention of 
the house, by some observations, and a 
motion, on the very subject which it was 
now his purpose to offer to their conside- 
ration; namely, the scandalous abuses 
then existing in the Barrack department ; 
and he, on that occasion, warned the house 
of the enormity of those abuses, upon 


able to institute, at that time, any enquiry ; 
but which now were palpably proved to 
have existed to the full extent which he 
then asserted, by the Report of the Mili- 
tary Commissioners now in his hand, and 
which for some weeks had Jain, most un- 
accountably, unnoticed upon their table ; 
and he now ventured to say, that had his 
advice been then taken, many millions of the 
public money would have been saved, and 
ho occasion would have existed for laying 
such a report before parliament. It.was 
now some years since the house had been 
in the habit of voting large sums of money 
for the erection of Barracks in various 
parts of the kingdom ; but those votes had, 
of late years, increased to an enormous 
extent. Last year it was 2,300,000/. and 
for the present year it was 1,700,000/. 
Having upon a former occasion, attempted 
in vain to induce the house to go into some 
investigation, finding his former opinions 
justified by the report now before the 
house, and desirous once more to bring 
frward the subject to the notice of par- 
lament,. it was natural for him to look a 
little into the cause why this expenditure 
lad so increased, and the more so after he 
lad heard the plea of necessity which the 
Ministers had set up as a reason for the 
ltavy taxes they lad recently imposed 


upon the people. He felt it incumbent.’ 
upon him, now thatthe reins of government 
had passed into the hands of other miniss 
ters, who, he sincerely trusted, would offer 
no impediment to fair enquiry, to ascer- 
tain, if possible, what became of those 
enormous sums so voted. At present it 
was his intention to move for the produc- 
tion of certain papers relative to the Bar- 
rack department, for the purpose of inves- 
tigating ‘some very recent transactions. 
Without entering into any detail on the 
subject in the present instance, he should 
proceed to name the papers for which he 
intended to move, . ‘They were short, and 
their production would neither be trouble- 
some nor expensive; the first of which, aud 
he would now move for it, was * a list of 
the several barns rented by government 
and used as Barracks, in the division of 
Sandown Bay, in the Isle of Wight ; speci< 
fying the time when first taken, and also 
the weekly or annual rent thereon paid, 
respectively, from the time of their being 
so taken up, to the 25th Dec. 1805, inclu- 
sive.”—-Mr. Martin seconded the motions 
Lord Henry Petty said, that if the hon. 
gent. had done him the honour to make 
the slightest communication to him of his 
wishes or intentions upon the subject, he 
believed he should have been able to have 
satisfied the hon, gent, that his motion for 
papers and the purpose he had avowed, 
were rendered unnecessary, by another ar= 
rangement which had already taken place. - 
As the hon. gent. had not thought proper 
so to do, he would beg leave to say now, 
that, although he saw no objection what- 
ever to the production of the papers named 
in the hon. gent.’s motion, yet, at the same 
time, as the house had already appointed . 
Commissioners, for the very purpose of 
the investigation avowed by the hon. mem- 
ber as his object, and had delegated to 
them its authority to enquire, with the ut- 
most minuteness, coucerving every ex peu- 
diture in the Barrack, as well as other mili- 
tary departments; which commissioners 
were proceeding with all the expedition in 
their power, consistently with the nature 
of the subjects referred to their examina- 
tion ; he would put it to the good sense of 
the hon. gent. whether it would not be 
much more orderly and consistent with 
the regular proceedings of parliament, 
first, to await the report of those commis- 
sioners, or to communicate to them any 
information that could aid or accelerate 
their enquiry, before be praceeded to call 
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- upon the house to institute another enquiry 
_to proceed at the same time, and upon the 

_very same subject. He would submit to 
the hon. gent. whether it was a proper, 
whether it was a discreet procedure, while 
a parliamentary commission was occupied 

‘in this very enquiry, to supersede the au- 
thority delegated to them, without any al- 
ledged ground of imputation upon their pro- 
ceedings, and to move for another enquiry 
upon. the same topic. -If, indeed, when 
they should make their report, the hon. 
member should find any just cause to com- 
plain of their negligence, or partiality, or 
unnecessary delay, it would be competent 
to him to call upon the house for the en- 
quiry now proposed; but until such an 
occasion should occur, he hardly could 
conceive the house would be disposed to 
comply with the hon. gent.’s wishes for 
such an enquiry, 

Mr. Rebson rose and said: If, sir, my 
eyes did not convince me to the contrary, 
Ishould have conceived that it was the 
ghost of the late minister I have just heard, 
What the noble lord has just said is, word | 
for word, the objection made by the mi- 
nister four years ago, to a motion which | 
then made for enquiry upon the same sub- 
ject, and I have brought down with me the 
Parliamentary Debates to prove the fact. 
But, notwithstanding the disappointment 
I feel at such an answer coming from the 
noble lord, as one of his majesty’s present 
ministers, I shall persist, aye, inexorably 
persist, with the leave of the house, in my 
determination of having this business sifted 
to the very bottom. It cannot interfere 
with the military commission. But, am I 
to be told, that the house of commons has, 
in any case, abandoned its inquisitorial au- 
thority, and delegated it to any board of 
commissioners, so as to preclude itself 
from investigation upon any similar sub- 
ject it may think necessary? The milita 
commissioners have now been sitting al- 
most a year, and what have they produced? 
Why, only one report; and this report, 
notwithstanding the enormous, corrupt, 
and profligate waste of the public money 
which it has expused, has now lain nearly 
six weeks upon your table; and I take 
shame to myself as a member of this house, 
that it has Jaid there so long unnoticed. 
As a member of parliament, | have a right 

’ to enquire, though a commission is sitting. 
Do not tell me, sir, that a commission of 
enquiry is sitting! Am I to be told, that 


the house of commons, apprised as it is of 


such an enormous profusion of the public. 


money, is to delegate its. privilege of en. 
quiry to any commissioners of Bartacks, 
of commissioners of accounts, or commis. 
sioners of any sort, military or civil; ang 
then wait a year or two until those com: 
missioners shall think proper to report 
their opinions? I can admit of no such 
argument. What do I sit in this house for, 
but as a guardian of the public purse? 
What is the duty of the house of commons, 
but to watch over and controul the:publie 
expenditure ? Am I then, as a member of 
parliament, to be denied the right of cal. 
ling for papers, to inform myself, and the 
house, upon the subject of public expendi. 
ture, in order to institute enquiry, if neces. 
sary? I never will listen to such an arpus 
ment, as that parliament is bound to wait, 
year after year, the slow progress of a 
board of commission, before it can proceed 
to the prompt steps necessary on the dis. 
covery of any prominent or enormous ins: 
stance of profusion or peculation, What 
appears by this report? Why, that 184 
unsettled accounts were then before the 
commissioners, not yet entered upon, Let 
not this house be told, then, that this sub- 
ject is already before commissioners of en 
quiry, who may sit year after year, before 
the result of their enquiries ate known, 
while the house is, in the mean time, called 
upon to vote, year after year, new and 
enormous supplies, without enquiring how 
the past has been expended. The house 
without the grossest dereliction of its duty; 


cannot any longer persevere in such 4 — 


mode of proceeding. How long, I would 
ask the noble lord, has this account of the 
Barrack department been bandied about 
from one office to another for investiga- 
tion, without effect? First, it was sent to 
the treasury ; from thence it was referred 
to the auditor of public accounts ; thenit 
was sent to the secretary at war; and, at 
last, the system blew itself up, and coré 
ruption and venality have wrought their 
own reform. But the fact not to be des 
nied, is; as I stated four years ago, that 
the expenditure in the Barrack department 
has grown to an enormous amounts Why; 
1 ask, has not parliament done its duty and 
prevented the progress in'time? The pur 


pose I have in view, is to examine the old 


accounts, in order to prevent similar pro- 
fusion from occurring in future: I wish 
also to procure the protection and justice 
of parliament for many of those persons 


who have had the misfortune to give credit 
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_a considerable amount to the Barrack 
rtinent, whose accounts now remain 
jet years unsettled, and whose families 
may be driven to ruin and beggary while 
they are waiting the tardy investigation of 
the military commissioners. I do not mean 
to charge any individual with a criminal 
misapplication of the public money: I am 
only desirous to do justice, and to ascer- 
tain where the fault lies; and I believe the 
Barrack-master-general will turn out to be 
avery ill-used man, in the delay of set- 
tling his accounts. 

Lord H. Petty appealed to the house, 
whether government could be said to have 
Jost any time in proceeding on the sugges- 
tions of the Report of the Military Com- 
missioners. He had himself made a distinct 
statement to the house on the subject of 
that report. He did not deny the right of a 
member of parliament to interfere with the 
atl delegated to the commissioners, 
He only appealed to the hon. geut.'s discre- 
tion; an appeal of which, after what he 
had just heard, he should be inclined to 
doubt the success. 

Mr. Bastard recommended to the hon. 
gent. to substitute the word “ buildings” 
instead of ‘* barns,” and to make the mo- 
tiou general. 

Mr. Robson thanked the hon. gent., but 
would defer that till another day. The 
question was then put upon the first motion 
andagreed to. ‘The hon. gent. then moved, 
fora “ copy of a letter to the late secre- 
tary at war, dated 29th Dec. 1805, from 
the then Barrack-master of Sandown bay 
division, inclosing proposals on the part 
of Mr. James Day of Brading, for the 
building of a Barrack at Brading.” 

Mr. Perceval wished the hon. gent. 
would explain to the house what was the 
object of his motion, end the nature of the. 
letter. 

Mr. Robson observed, that he was pre- 
pared to give an answer, but he thought 
he was entitled to the papers, upon the 
grounds he had already stated. He ob- 
served, that there seemed a disposition to 


‘Tesist ‘him in every step he advanced upon 
the subject, instead of thanking him for his} 


endeavours to'expose to the house a system 

of delinquency in the public expenditure. 
is object in moving for this paper, the 

contents of which he already knew, was to 

Produce what the learned gent. would call 
gal evidence, 
The Speaker having looked at the written. 

‘Copy of the motion, wished to know whe- 

ou. VII. 


ther the letter alluded to, was a letter to 
or from the secretary at war. 
Mr. Robson. From, sir, if you please. 
The Speaker. The hon. member having 


in his verbal motion spoken of the letter. 


which is the subject of it, as being a letter 
from the secretary at war, and the written 
motion being for a letter to the secretary at 
war, the object of my question is to know 
which the hon. gent. meant. 

Mr. Robson. To, sir, if you please ; 
as it is written inthe paper now in your 
hand.—[A laugb.] ; 

Mr. Paull said, he was confident that if 
his hon. friend had not felt himself per- 
fectly acquainted with the business he had 
undertaken and the objects of the motion 
he had offered, he would not have moved 
them. His hon. friend had moved for pa- 
pers upon a subject of grave and serious 
importance, no less than a gross and cor- 
rupt profusion of the public money, to 
which it was at all times the duty of that 
house to attend; and he thougbt his hon. 
friend had experienced a levity of treat- 
ment ill comporting with the gravity of the 
house, or the respect due to one of its 
members. 

Lord H. Petty-was not aware that there 
was any ground for the charge of levity, 
when the house had discovered every dis- 
position to grant the information required. 
He trusted the house would act always 
with becoming gravity, and that when the 
papers granted for its information were pro- 
duced, it would not countenance any pro- 
ceeding upon them derogatory to the com- 
mission it had appointed, 

Mr. Rose did not think it decent or be= 
coming to charge the house with levity. He 
was surprised that the hon. gent. who made 
the motion should refuse to explain to the 
house what was the object of it.’ He was 
entirely of opinion with the noble lord, as 
to the impropriety of instituting an en- 


quiry in that house at the same time that 


parliamentary commissioners were employ- 
ed in the investigation elsewhere, who had 
power to call for papers and to examine 
witnesses on oath. 

Mr. IV. Smith was convinced the hon. 
mover had too much pleasautry and good 
humour to feel hurt, if a smile was excited 
in the house by the uncertainty he had 
evinced on his own motion, as to whether 
the letter for which he moved, was td or 
from the -secretary at war. He thought it 
more regular for the Commission to go on 
and do its functions, and afterwards for the 
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hon. gent. to’comhe forward with 
tage if he should then deem it necessary. 

Ur. Robson explained, that the, 
s,wiliten ia the sense in which he wished: 
to have it put, but, the hand-writing not 
being the most legible, be had inadvertently, 
read one word for the other, 
_Mr. Hiley Addington still pressed for, an 
answer. Could the house, he asked, enter 
into the enquiry when there, was a parlia- 
mentary commission actually sitting? , 

Mr. Robson thought he had made outa 
strong case for.enquiry. If the bette he 
had moved for had been attended to, there 
wouldhave been an absolute saving of 100/. 
per.cent, to the public. 

‘Mr. Calcraft thought there never was a 
case on which a motion for the :previous 
question could so properly be put. Unless 
suspicions were entertained of the commis- 
sioners, he did not see how the house 
could proceed farther. It had delegated 
its authority for the present to those com- 
missioners, and till there was some ground 
to suppose, thatthey were not doing what was 
right, he thought it would be improper to 
juterfere with their proceedings, and should 
therefore move the previous question, | 

Mr. Bastard could not agree with the 
hon. gent. that enquiry in that house 
should stop, because enquiry happened to’ 
be going on elsewhere. He did not think 
tuat parliament, by delegating its power to 
a commission, did ‘thereby preclude itself 
from adverting to the subject if it thought 


roper. 

Robson was sorry that the ‘ho®. gent. | 
had not been in the house to move the pre- 
vious question upon his first motion, By 
moying for the previous question, the house | 
would put itself in the situation of having 
ordered one paper, which was of no use, 
unless explained by those which there was. 
‘now a disposition to refuse. To say, con- 
tinued the hon. gent., that a commissioner, 
‘is equal to a member of parliament, is ridi- 
culous. Are there not men in this house! 
23 good as any commissioners can be? All! 
ask for is two or three short letters) 
which aclerk can copy out in half an hour.! 
‘Give me but these, and I will take upon 
me to prove that there has been a corrupt! 
and profligate profusion in a branch of our 
expenditure, which has cost the country 10 
or 12 millions, and I pledge my character 
‘as a member of parliament to do it. What 
am I to think, sir, when the treasury bench 
start up and move the previous question on 
such an occasion? I am resolved to take 


the sense of the house day after da 


see that there, ig, no intention to ke 
hey the people. of England te 


and when every man called on 


rely, upon coo 


Calera 


question was put, be should certainly have 
moyed the previous question upon it, 
Lord H. Petty said, be felt hirnself fis 
tified in supporting the previous quéstion 
moved by his hon, friend, specifically op 
the grounds that the Lon. gent. had nt & 
tistied the house as to the nature of the 
papers for which he had moved. — In ghp- 
porting the previous question, however, It 
desired expressly to disclaim any wishol 
precluding engquiny, or any denial 6f the 
undoubted right of every member of that 
house to move for any papers he might 
think necessary. But the question of right 
was one thing, and the expediency of exet- 
cising that-rightin all cases, quite another; 
there night be many rights unquestionable 
in the possession of many men, but there 
were many cases in which it might be mise 
and expedient to dispense with the exercise 
of them. The present he conceived tote 
one of those cases: but by opposing the 
hon. member’s wishes on this occasion, he 
by uo means meant to preclude him from 
the fullest information. he should feel itne 
cessary to demand upon this subject ata 
future day, when those commissioners 
should have ‘tinished their  enquity, 
which, under the authority they possessed 
of examining evidence upon oath, they 
were ‘more competent to accomplish than 
aby enquiry that could be carried on by 
that house. 19 

Mr. Martin said, he thought it his duly 
to stand up in defence of a gent. who, he 
was-convinced, was desirous of doing 00 
to the public, and who ought to be sup 
ported in his honest endeavours to dois 
duty, and was of. opinion he had made out 


his case. 


. 


i 
the 


d 
up the last, guinea from his bureau for the 
defence of the country } St 
reflection, the hon. 
withdraw his motion! 
Mr. Calcraft said, that. nobody Wag 
more fond of enquiry than he was, at 
was because an enquiry was agtually go 
ov, that he thought, it proper to move 
previous question, "He advised the Ton, 
gent. to give bis papers to the commission. 
ers, who might make a report upon them, 
Tad he been in the house when the firs 
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good; for ever site that time 
vernment acceptances been regu; ry 
paid. He then moyed, for a copy of, pro- 
posals transmitted by the Barrack-masier, of 
the Sandown, division to the secretary. at 
part nf James, Day, of 
or, the building of a Barrack, at 


‘hose thought, ‘vould, have 
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last 
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stated that 100 per cent, might Sayed 
he ‘thought that, ri sufficient grou nd, 
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yayestign, should, he. with 


uskisson the hon. 
fie the object for. he 


pers 
conf ale 


ngt only. the Be mained 
but in mine athe b amas, might 
been for a of the “money, 


this v was. quite a dif- 
te Barracks, while the meaning of the 
ety. Was. about barns. 
he he should state 
wha bjeet, he ip, view, as the house 
sould never get throug sh their business, if 
eyery individual Li might move for 
whatever papers he pleased, without as- 
signing any reason, and if the house were 
lo. consider themselves always bound to 
Papers wowed for... 
Wm ested to the hon. 
motions for ie present, and bring them 
forwardyip, a more distinct form on an early 
day, suppose. on Monday, 

Mr Robson refused, and said he should 
be ¢ontent if hfe motion were put upon, th 
ads it. would then be upon recor 

the, at least, had done his duty, 
Ve 7ansittart begged the bon. gent. 
would give the house some exp eration 
5 | why he w ished for these papers. g le might 
had not succeer ed i in. making. him 
them. 

Mr, Rebsop, said, be had already 

plained himself ‘sufficiently ; he would not 


e were a witness at the bar ; ; as, a member 
of parliament, hg thought it his 
di dignity to wait, pf com amis- 
7] stan in a he ing up ‘0 
pnd down in gt 
them. 

Hi, thought, that the hon. 
gent.'s sense of the of a member 
of parliament would AOL a low him tq 
swer a question yt to, him in that hous 
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This cértainly was not a cufficient reason. 
for the house agreeing to them, He.thought 
the best way would be at once.to may¢ the 
previous question upon all, the 
he previous question wag 
Mr. Robidn then moyed far copy.of| 
the answer (if any) that was given, orcom- 
municated to. Mr. James Day, in-,conse- 
quetice of the, se- 
cretary at war, for the building of a, Bar- 
rack ‘at Bradiig Is e of Wights and, 
if no “answer ‘was given, infogpation: to 
that effect.” Algo, “alist of the several 
barns rented by government,and used as 
Barracks in the division of Bay, 
inthe Isle of Wight, ‘ppecifying the rent 
now weekly or abhually paid for each barn, 
and also specilying the precise time when 
any alteration (if any) ‘inthe rent.of the 
siil bars took place.” Upon these the 
previous question was dlgo_put and carried, 
"Mr. Rose expressed his regfet that the 
business would make its way into the pub- 


lic prints.’ 
oF Inpta.] Sir 4. Wellesley 
asked it the hon ‘gent. (Mr. Paull) had 
fixed on the day on which he meant to 
bring forward the’ motion’ against lord 
‘Wellesley, relative to Oude?‘ 
Paull mentioned Monday week ; 
‘but ox the suggestion of tlie Speaker, fixed 
‘it for the first day after the holidays; ° sta-, 
‘ting that he should lay the ‘charge on the 
table, and at the same time move .for wits 
esses tobe called in, and also for a few 
papers insupport of it. ‘The hon. gent 
then moved, that the order of 4 former 
day, for the ‘production of the protest 
taken by Mr. Bosanquet, against an apr; 
proval by the court of directors of lord 
‘Wellesley’s conduct, be 
stated, that this motion had been made by 
him under the impression that he Ji; 
‘berty to do 80 if any of the board of, cpn- 
trou! should happen to be present, He 
‘accordingly had ‘done so, byt found next, 
day that he lad laboured under a miscon-, 
‘céption,and would therefore, as he had offer- | 
‘ed, have immediately moved for rescind; 
‘ing the order, had it been of any immedi- | 
ate ‘He now, moved,, that) 
‘the order be discharged; meaning, on’ 
some future occasion, to move that. the 


ton atid Mr. Creevey, the order was accoty 
dingly discharged, 
[First.Reporr oF tie Muititany 
Commissron.] Lotd H. Petty rose, 
move that:the house should resolve itself 
‘into axommittee of supply; but before he 
id so,:he would stake the opportunity of 
giving a more specific notice than he had! 
as yet given,.respecting an affair whichihad 
for same time back engaged the attentiog: 
and: the: public : he: 
he: First Réport of the Military Commis. 
bionmow lying on the table. (see val.'6, p, 
He betore stated; chut-the attention of 
iminisiers hadcbeen turned: to this subject, 
d that a general system’ ‘was (prepari 
for the auditing of the pubhc accounts; 
He now stated, that on Wednesday “ 
he would propose new: Military Conmis- 
sion for investigating abuses’ committedin 
the West Indies as that only formed 
a part. of the general isystemy he trusted 
he would be allowed on that day-ta enter 
somewhat.at length into the nature of the 
measures. relative to .the- public accomits 
which government had in contemplation, 
He also gave notice, that on Monday next 
he would, in the ‘committee of: ways and 
means, propose a new tax in lieu of the) 
Tron tax. He concluded by moving, ‘that. 
the house go into a committee of supply, 
TITION.] Mr. W. Smith rose, to move that: 
the report of the committee on Messrs: 
Chalniers ‘and Cowie’s petition should 
reférred to the.committee. He trusted he 
had shewn, that he bad never dispé 
sed to give away the public money om’any 
Occasion that did not ‘strongly call 
ut though he was now about to propos 
bat a large sum ‘should be voted fore 
ip indixjduals, he only, in doingso, Aid 
stice to those individuals and to the, 
ubtry. He then stated the case in neat 
ly, the;same terms as he did on a former 
occasion, when moving for the committee 
to consider the petition, In the year 1800, 
when tlie scarcity was'so great, it 
gested-io the committee of provisions, that 
supply of herrings might be got for 
his coentry and our.colonies from Swe 
dene Messrs. Chalmers and Cowie unde» 
k the business, and a bill was passed to’ 
ertgit,.the importation free of duty. 


= 


ansequence of the dispute with the Nari 


‘paper be produted, as well asa dispatch feces a fortnight after the bill passed, 1° 


which had formerly been moyed for. by a, 
“noble lord, and then refused, though un-, 
questionabl 


ced.—ARer afey words frotp May Adding: 


was, thet the adventure totally failed, for 


hern ;powers, an embargo ‘was. laid’ on 
y it must ultimately be produ- [ae ; and the: effect of this” 
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importing the thot they had 


teen: purchased. An immense loss was 
incurred ; ahd it was under these circume 
stances that compensation was required. 
The loss was proved by sufficient vouchers, 


 Botit was said, that the loss might have 


heen incurred though there had been no 
dnbargo, and that these merchants had the 
monopoly of this business, aud that the 
chance of great profit ought to be set off 
dgainst the loss. He contended, that the 
loss would not have been incurred, had it 
not béen for the emburgo; and that the 
merchants had not the monopoly of the 
business, for that the transaction was per 
fectly known to the public, and any one 
might have engaged in it. As to the trea- 
sity minute that had been drawn up, be- 
fore 'the case had been referred to a com- 
iiittee, and as the minister of the day hud 
agreed to refer the matter to a commutice, 
his was a proof that he bad formed no de- 
gided opinion upun it. These merchants had 
certainly calculated on a reasonable protit, 
ibout 1200/. on a capital of 30,000/. He 
only'wanted for them, however, the ditfer- 
éice'between the money laid out of their 
pockets, and that received into them. To 
thisjeven on the principles stated in the 
treasury minute, they were entitled, asthe 
transaction was such as imposed an implied 
pledge, that the parties would be indem- 
nified against any loss from such a cause as 
this, ‘He concluded by moving, “ ‘That! 
the'report of the committee on the petition, 
should be referred to the committee of| 
Sipply, with a view to move there for a 
fim of 30,000/. as an indemnity to Messrs, 
Chalmers and Cowie.” 
F sf Huskisson, as he only meant to pro- 
pose’ a less sum, would not oppose the 
peaker's leaving the chair. 

Mr. Long asked the hon. gent., whether 
itwould be proper to go on when the house 
was so thin; for, as there: were differences 
of Opinion, he might find mmself in a 
minority, 
_ Mr. Smith complained that this question, 
ifit was to be asked at all, had not been 
before he had made his statement, 

Lord H. Petty. expressed ‘his wish, that 
the’business should be deferred. 

Mr. Rose said, that something ought to 
be granted’; but 30,000/.' was by tar too’ 
Much.—After a few words from Mr. Van« 
aittart, Long, and Mr, W. Smatth, the 
Motion was withdrawn, and @ notice given 
for bringing formurd ‘the on Monday. 


The Speaker having left the chair, the’ 
house went into a committee of supply; 
and on the consideration of his majesty’s 
message, it was resolved, that a grant of 
10,000/. should be made for the establish. 
ment of the present earl Neli 
to be vested in trustees, for hase 
of @ house and estate for the said earl and 
his heits; and 20,000/, to be vested in 
trustees for the use of the two sisters of the 
late viscoynt Nelson. The house resumed, 
and the report was prdered to be received’ 
on Monday. 
oF 
urday, 17. 
usual to Westminster-hall, and returned’ 
about half past three. Strangers were not. 
admitted for some time afterwards, during 
which it was understood their lordships 
appointed Wednesday se’nnight to take into’ 
consideration the evidence adduced on the’ 
trial of lord Melville—The Mutiny bill, 
the frish Loan bill, and the Irish Treasury 
Bills bill, passed through committees, and 


‘were reported, 


or Lorp Mecviuze.] 
Earl Stanhope suggesting that doubts seem- 
ed to be entertained respecting the time 
of publication of the trial of lord Melville, 
with reference to the order previously made 
by the house upon that subject ; and anidea 
appearing to be conceived, that, the trial 
being over,publications of the proceedings 
might now freely take place ; he thought, 
therefore, the sense of the house should be 
known to be public on thai head. = 
The Lord Chancellor agreed with the 
noble earl, that the sense of the house, on 
an afiair of this kind, should be publicly 
known and clearly expressed. Such an 
idea as his noble friend alluded to, had 
beeg engertained, as appeared from a paper 

at ipto his hand by one of the reporters, 
h appeared to him, however, to be cons 
rary to the sense and intention of the 
house in framing the order; and his opiniow 
was, which he thought should be generally 
nown, that all publications of the trial 
were strictly prohibited, until after the 
house should deliver its final judgment. — 
im the sentiment expressed by his noble. 
vend’ on the woolsack, and farther, he’ 
n (he occasion, in order that all doubts. 


the point migot be set at rest, His 
théu wrote sin ordér at the table, 


Rosslyn entirely concurred 


ught, an éxpress order should be made. . 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. tinal ten years, Che accounts the 
Karl Spencer stated ‘thag | laid on the. ta 
it would be inconvenient for a par friend | jords, te 


of his, (lord Grenville) to attend, theisliso | bouse,.t ords bad.agseed to the 
qussion.of the, bill, for repealing the-Addi- Mutiny. Copayation bill, the Trish, this 
tional-Force ,act, the secand réading Bills bill, and Loan bill, without 
which was fixed forthat days and, any ameudment,.-> Mr. Bankes said, that 
brs he would, with the permission, of thar }in the twa last sessions of, th Hes 
ordships, move that, the order, be, dischar> house hadvexercised a yery ihe, 
ged, and that, it bewead a, the rality towatds that national instittio 
next day. Ordered. — Lord apc and mag, British Museum. In consequence of is, lis, 
ved, that, she, report. af, the proceedings considerable additions had. been made to 
use in giving Judgment cages ui ngs _of the Museum, and to, the 
impeachment for high crimes and spigde- antiquit deposited there. He therefore | 
meanours made in, the case gn| moyed that a committee, be appointed 
Hastings, whic ‘jhe woth the state of the. buildings eregted 
and, shou Id be printed, fo r theguse oj thejr|{for the, reception of Egyptian and. ofher 
rdships. Ordered,, antiguitigs, and to report to the house 
hequer, and, Loan ng ihe same. Agreed to. 
ird, time and’ passe EBICAN INTERCOURSE, Bittal Lon 
hat the a ‘gmple Stated, that this bill for regulating 
avery of Truth be the. dnipicourse of Our West-India 
trom the lords.in such a shape as to i, 
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feble Tord’ ‘then moved for leave to ‘bring 


this’ motion be referred tothe con- 
Aiferation “of a committée of the whole 
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‘Temple, ordered to be read a 
dnd tithe On that day three dionths. The 


fia dill for’similar putposes, and also 


folte. 
M Mr. Rose said, that ‘he cousidered the 
pete bill as of the highest importance 
tegard to its effects on the commerte 
iid tiavigition of the couritry. He looked 
it as neither more for tess thin a 
fepedl ‘of the navigation act. It was a 
patter highly iuterestitgy'to the "mercantile 
fiterést’; and he’ trusted that’ sufficient 
Would be dllowed*them to corisider it, 
Oppose it, if theyshould think’ proper. 
We implored ministers tot to such a 
easuré without proper 
“Lord Temple replied} thathe bad no 
jection to “any délay ‘being: allowed) 
that night Seem reasonable ; and after a! 
fev words from lord H. Petty, the motion’ 


thercharits knew it produced ‘no @ffect,dt 
all. The noble lord‘had certainly mistaken 
the object of his own bill. ) 

“Lord Temple said, bill had been ree 
pealed ‘early in the third year, and taking 


the time ‘before it operated, it ‘Wad been _ 


in operation no more than one year. 
Mr, Rose imsisted it had’ been in force 
three complete seasons, and if now passell 
into a law, might have the effect'of bring- 
mg ‘into this country an incalculable quan- 
tity of ‘forefin sugars.—After‘a few obser- 
vations from Mr. Vansittart, and Mr. 
Perceval, ‘was agreed'to, and the 
report ordered to be received to-morrow.- 
Revenves Brox] 
Sit J. Newport moved 'fér leave ‘to bri 
in'a‘bill for tegulating'the revenue of- 
toms and excise in Ireland. ‘To shew the 
necessity of this’ measure, he ‘stated thit 
the customs and excise were still under'the 


management of the same number of -com- 


missioners ‘that had ‘been appointed ‘in 


forledve to biting in a heW bill ‘on'the-sub-] 1704, when they produced only 284,000/., 
Was Ofdered to'be referred ‘to a tom-| while their present produce might be esti- 
bal of the whole house the day. |}mated at 3,500,000/. The different boards 
hy Fres-Port The] had been found insufficient to transact the 
the Yport on the ‘Tortola Free-Port ‘bill ‘was| necessary business with ‘the same accuracy 
hey then taken into farther consideration. jas in this country, and their various de- ; 
MY BY Lord Temple observed, that the difficulty] partments were not sufficiently subdivided. 
tiehding this bill lay in ascertamite the | This had arisen from the multiplicity ofthe 
Of which should’be| business, compared with the smallness 
the be imported from Tortola into} their number. It was also proposed ‘to 
this country. had considéred the* Ub-|‘commit the ‘trial of revenwie causes to the 
dou of the ‘right hon. gerit. opposite conmmissioners, which would still further 
that (Mr.’ Rose) on’ this head)" and had en-}itcrease their labours. ‘It was, therefore, 
BD Gavoured to remove them by ‘several | intended that some addition to their num- 
i amendments, which he should propose.|| ber should'be made. The motion was then 
wee @ He then moved that the bill be now fe-| agreed to. AO 
—The house then resolved itself Appitronan Force 
ia iit a committee ; when |Brii.] Sir J. Newport moved for leave 
Mr. Rose repeated his former objections, | to bring in a bill to repeal the Irish Addi- 
added, he could see mo reason for tional Force act. observed that tlie 
but the noble lord had made ablun-|act, as far as it respected this country, 
ected Wer, and did not like to give up the bill, [having been repealed, after a very fall dis- 
other ‘Mat it’stiould be discovered. If the noble} cussion, it would not be necessary for hith 
lid would give’ a single food ‘reason for}to’say much on the subject; but it might 
Lord the bill, “he would no more open his tips} be asserted with truth, that all the objec- 
Wout it, tions to the act, as applicable to this coun- 
Bit Lord Temple said, the right hon. gent.[try, applied with additional weight to tlie 
io Wis tiistaken ; lie bad ‘made no blunder,} case of Ireland. There, parochial aid ¢ould 


iid asto his motive, he could have but|not be generally had recourse to, ‘as. im 
dhe, “the carfying into éffect a meusure| many parishes thete were-no parish offices 
justice and equity required. ‘The| whatever. Accordingly the -practice ‘of 

Motnd-oh which he proposed the bill was, 


rraising men by bounties, which the act wés 
Wmake British merchants vest their capi-| designed to prevent; was almost uvivet 
a Yin Tortola, which they’ now do in the| sally followed. In some parts of the cout 
‘island of St. Thomas. try, the quota of men were raised by indi+ 


Rose said, this bill, or a ‘similar} viduals employed’ for the purpose, who re- 
been in force for 3 years, and the} ceived a premium at so’ much per head: | 
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Very great difficulties also had arisen in 
raising the penalties under the act ; and, 
upon the whole, the general objections to 
the act applied to Ireland even more 
strongly than they did to this country.— 
‘Leave was then granted accordingly. 

[Tax ow Private Brewers.] Lord 
Hi, Petty moved the order of the day for 
the house to resolve into a committee of 
-ways and means. ‘The noble lord then 
rose, for the purpose of bringing forward 
the tax he meant to propose im lieu of the 
duty which had been abandoned on Pig- 
Iron. He said it would be in the recollec- 
tion of the house, that not many days 
since he had proposed to defer the further 
proceedings in the committee of ways and 
‘means, for the purpose of devising some 

_ tax less objectionable to the house, and 
-to the great body of the country, than that 
upon Pig-Iron, which he had been induced, 
in compliance with the prevailing senti- 
_.ment, todeclines He now, therefore, rose 
to propose, in lieu of that tax, a substi- 
tute, which he hoped would prove more 
acceptable. He considered it properly as a 
substitute, because it would fall princi- 
pally upon one article, and one tu which 
_he thought the least objection was likely to 
arise, in providing for the pressing exigen- 
cies of the country. Notwithstanding the 
popular error, that the luxuries of the 
wealthy were the fittest objects of taxation 
under such exigency, yet it was a fact in- 
comtrovertible, that the produce of taxes 
upon such luxuries would be so very small, 
as to prove rather harassing than Jucra- 
tive, and therefore it became his duty to 
look to one more connected with general 
consumption, and, of cofirse, more likely 
to be efficient. On giving an attentive 
_gonsideration tothose objects, which pro- 
mised to be productive, and were likely to 
fall the lightest upon those who were to be 
immediately subject to the impost, he con- 
sidered Private Brewing as one of the 
fairest that presented themselves for adop- 
tion. The private brewer, notwithstand- 
_ing that he paid the duty on malt, had 
still considerable advantage over the pub- 
lic brewer, and all the consumers of the 
liquor be produced. Private brewing was 
-Garried’ on to such an extent, and produ- 
ged so great asaving to the individuals who 
adopted it, for the supply of their families, 
_that it greatly lessened the consumption of 
other beverage, the duties on which would 
_add eonsiderably to the public revenue ; 
-be therefore conceived the country, under 
its present. circumstances, had a right to 


look to the private brewer as a fair subject of 
taxation, and to bear his part in the public 
burthens: but at the same time, the tar 
he proposed to lay wo.:ld be so moderaie 
as still to leave the object of it in possess 
sion of considerable advantages over the 
public brewer. With regard to the pro. 
duce to be computed from this tax, it was 
difficult to obtain any precise data upon 
which to calculate with exactness; but 
taking the best he could find, namely, the 
whole quantity of malt charged with the 
malt duties, and deducting from that the 
quantity which appeared from an av 

of returns to be consumed by the common 
brewer and distiller, the remainder would 
afford a tolerable criterion of what the 
private brewers consumed. The w 
quantity of malt, then, charged with th 
duties upon an average of the last few 
years, was about three millions of q 
annually, of which it appeared that the 
public brewers did not consume more than 
two, millions: of the remaining million 
it was extremely difficult to ascertain what 
proportion was consumed by the’ distil. 
leries. It appeared, however, from en 
quiries made during the last scarcity, that 
the average consumption of the distillers 
was about 250,000 quarters ; so that the 
remaining 750,000 quarters appeared to be 
the consumption of the private brewer, 
which, rated in the scale he was about to 
propose, would produce about 500,000), 
a sum adequate to that at which he had 
estimated the tax upon pig-iron. The 
scale of taxation was estimated from the 
most reasonable calculation upon the pro- 
bable consumption of each family, and 
their respective rank and abilities in life; 
but, undoubtedly, as it was the farthest 
wish from his mind to expose the private 
brewer to any obtrusion of the excise off 
cer into his family, he would shape the tat 
in such a way as to enable every man, by 
paying a fair and reasonable commutation, 
to avoid a necessity so obnoxious, The 
tax would be assessed upon a scale of pro 
portion with the other assessed taxes: 
upon the higher orders according to the 
number of carriages and servants; aud 
upon the lower in proportion to their rank 
in life, and the number of individuals who 
composed their families, upon the follow- 
ing scale, viz. 1. Every family paying the 
duty on a four-wheeled carriage, and one 
male servant, to pay a commutation, for 
every male in~such family, 1/, 1s 2» For 
every female, 10s. 6d, 3. Families, not pay- 1 
ing for a four-wheeled carriage, but asses 
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than he could purchase of ‘the public 


_ deer brewed by private families, above the 
| Value of 16s., an excise duty of 10s. to be 
| paid by the person so brewing, except such 
person as should pay a commutation li- 


Wished to know if any such exemption was 
dow in contemplation ? 
R. Bustun objected to the. principle 


fot one male servant, to pay for each 


male, 15s. ; every female, 7s.6d. 3. Fami- 
fies not assessed for a male servant, but 
paying the assessed taxes; for every 
male, 10s.; every female, 5s. 4. Persons 
only paying the lowest order of assessed 
taxes, and charged with the window tax; 
males, 5s.; females, 2s. 6d.; all children 
under ten years old excepted, and also all 
the lower orders of the labouring poor, 
and all persons not paying assessed taxes, 
and who may choose to brew for theme 
selves, to be exempt; for no person but 
the private brewer would have any part of 
the charge to bear. The whole produce he 
estimated to amount to a net revenue of 
§00,000/. Having thus briefly: stated the 
tax he had to propose, he begyed leave to 
Observe, that, as nothing Was more repug- 
pant to his wish, than that? it should be- 
come necessary to ¢ollect the tax in » the 
way of excise, he hopéd that all persons 
who were averse to the exciseman’s visits, 
would avail themselves of the modification 
he proposed, and by delivering in theirlists, 
according to the foregoing scale, enable 
the collector to ascertain their respec- 
tive’ proportions without farther trou- 
ble'to themselves. He begged leave to 
fepeat that, notwithstanding what might 
be consiciered a fair impost upon’ the pri- 
fate brewer, he would still have many 
advantages over the public one, and possess 
dgreat degree Of comfort in the means of 
supplying his family with a wholesome and 
‘theering beverage, considerably: cheaper 


brewer or retailer. The noble lord felt 
still more happy that the class of labouring 
poor would be altogether exempt from the 
tax; and concluded by moving, that there 
be laid upon every barrel of ale or strong 


cence-duty upon the scale before-men- 
tioned. 

Mr Rose said, he did not rise to make 
ay opposition to this tax, which originated 
‘in the suggestion of his right hon. friend, 
iiow no more, (Mr. Pitt,) who, however, in- 
tended to make an exemption in favour of 
Jarmers, who were in general. under the 
necessity of brewing a considerable quan- 
tity of beer, in harvest time only. He 
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of the tax, as, ifthe precedent was adopt- 
ed of obliging people to take out a licence 
for brewing, it might afterwards be extended 
to baking, boiling, and roasting. It would 
be a hardship on the landed interest, as 
country gentlemen were under the ne- 
cessity of brewing their own beer, being 
out of the reach of the common brewer. 
The effect of the tax would be, to bid adieu 
to old English hospitality in the country. 
It was, in fact, another malt tax. ; 

Mr. Long could not agree with the hon. 
baronet who spoke last, but he did not see 


ing with the commissioners. 

_ Sir W. Geary was in favour of the com- 
position, for the.sake of keeping the ex- 
ciseman out of private houses. 

Mr. Vansittaré said, that as those who 
made a return with the assessed taxes, would 
not be subjected to the excise, this would 
bea powerful inducement to them to come 
forward and compound- in the first in- 
stance. 

Mr. Huskisson wished to know what de- 
duction had been allowed in the calcula- 
tion for those who: paid no assessed taxes, 
and therefore were not liable to this tax? 
He adverted to the cases of persons who 
resided a great part of the year in town, 
and were supplied by the public brewer, 
but, after returning to the country, were 
obliged to brew their own beer. As the 
matter now stood, these must, in many 
instances, pay at the highest rate of com- 
position for the whole year, or be subject 
to the excise... 

Mr. Patteson could not believe that the 
hon. baronet was in earnest when he spoke 
of the hardship which this tax would bring 
on the landed gentlemen. In the present 
state of the country, it was not to be ex- 
pected that they should be allowed to have 
their beer at arate so much lower. than 
that of the labourer, who was forced to 
apply to the public brewer, and at present 
paid ene penny a quart more than they 
did. There ought not to be such an inequa- 
lity between the rich and the poor, ih our 
present circumstances, This was not a new 
thing, for there was a tax of much the 
same nuture in the time of lord North, 
when a deduction was allowed to the pub- 
lic brewer ; so that this was‘only a new ap. 
plication of an old principle. As to. the 
difficulties attending the collection of the 
tax, they might be done away. It might 
be laid on the malt, and then every one 


Vou. VII. 


might do as he pleased ; but, as to the ex- 


the use of giving this option of compound- 
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cise, it was, he knew, attended with no in- 
convenience on the public breweries, where 
all .was fair aud open. ‘He highly appro- 
wed of the tax, and would give every assis- 
tance in his power in ‘its preparation and 
execution. 
_° Mr. Long wished the noble lord would 
consider “whether the excise might not be 
put out of the question, by imposing penal- 
ties, asin the case of the assessed taxes, 
He wished to know the grounds of the cal- 
- gulation respecting ‘the amount tu be de- 
ducted for the cottayers who did nut pay. 
Lord H. Petty said he had already sta- 
ted the difficulty of finding correct data in 
this case... He bad taken the duty-on malt, 
however ; ‘urd as to the beer brewed by the 
cottagers, it would be so weak that a great 
quantity of malt need not be here calcu- 
lated upon. He thought there could be 
no harm in allowing the option, as the 
mode of the assessed taxes'would naturally 
be preferred. But, in-a few instances, the 
excise would be an accommodation; such 
asin the cases: of those who resided but a 
short time in the country, and might not, 
therefore, choose to compound. As to the 
suggestion ‘of the hon. baronet respecting 
some: domestic comforts, we were already 
come to a state when that ought to be 
no ground of objection. What were all 
the assessed taxes, but interferences with 
domestic comforts? What were the taxes 
on servants? And even as far back as the’ 
reign of George was imposed | 
for the privilege of making candles by pri-. 
vate families for their own. use. Those 
who compoundéd might make any-use of 
their licence which:they pleased, without 
any farthertrouble; 

Mr. Huskisson thought the noble lord had 
calculated the product’ of the tax greatly 
beyond its reality ; for, even admitting his| 
own scale of the consumption of malt by | 
the breweries and distilleries to be correct, 
still, of the remaining 750,000 quarters, a, 
very great proportion must be consumed 
by poor families, whom it was the avowed 
purpose of the noble lord to exempt from 
the tax altogether. . ; 

Mr. Rose still thought that the excise 
ought to be avoided. objected, how- 
ever, to bave the tax laid on the malt, and 
stated that frauds might be committed by 
persons brewing in one year, what might 
serve them for two or t' ree. 

‘Dr. Laurence reprubated the disposition 
manifested by ‘the right hon. gent. (Mr. 
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the conduet they «uniformly Manifested 
towards the noble lord and bis colleag 
to whom they had.boasted. of haying 29, 
sigued * a bed of roses ;” but towhom, in 
fact, they had left nothing but embaprags 
ment and almost insurmountable difficulty, 
Every measure which the present ministers 
proposed for extricating the country from 
its difliculties, met with nothing but capp 


Lious objections, and vexatious opposition, 


frém their predecessors, As to the pro, 
position’ now before the house, he h 
the noble lord. would see it better to limig 
it entirely to a licence, than to put it at all 
wnder the excise. One objection he had 
to the bill, inso far as it was a tax on the 
apparent wealth of the person consumiy 
and not on the consumption of the artide, 
Mr. Rose said, he did not think he de, 
served the rebuke of the learned dogtoy, 
who had, in fact, found more fault ith 
the new duty than-he did. He accusedthe 
present minister of making up a great pant 
of his budget from the objectionable tages 
which his predecessor rejected, haying 
many more eligible taxes in reserve, «9, 


what had fallen from the hon, gent. onthe 
present occasion, as affording a specimen 
of the pleasantuess of that “ bed of roses," 
which his right bon, friends had succeeded, 
and that the duty they bad to go through 
was. perfectly easy ! 

Mr. Giles remarked, that the. duty 
might easily be collected under the a 
sessed taxes, without at all coming under 
the excise. An hon, bart. (sir R. Buxton) 
had said the tax would fall _peculialy 
heavy on the country gentlemen, If 9, 
they had, for many years, bad an advair 
tage over the persons residing in great 
towns, and this would ouly be restoring 
things to their proper balance. . He hoped, 
too, the noble lord would turn bis atte 
tion to the cyder counties, and not allow 
them to escape. He thought the tax, i 
effect, would operate es a tax on female 
servants; but since a tax on the home 
made beverage of private families was ta 
be laid, he thought the inhabitants of the 
cyder.counties, who substituted that bevt 
rage, almost totally to the exclusion of 
malt-liquor, should be subjected to ath 
cence also, 


Mr. Huskisson thought the advantageaf | 


the private over the cominon brewer, to 
over-rated, as the latter went more ch 
to work, on account of superior machinery, 


Rose), aud those who supported him, for 


Lord H. Petty'said, that as to. the 


Dr. Laurence said, he only alluded to- 
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daneum of. revenue than the beyerage of 


,might be remedied by limiting the sum so 
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gestion regarding cyder, he assured the 
house he did not refrain from a tax on 
that article from any peculiar favour to. the 
cyder counties. On the contrary, he saw 
ho objection to a small duty on it by way 
of licence. He agreed in the hardship 
which it might be to make those farmers 
who only brewed in time of harvest, take 
out a licence to the same amount as if they 
brewed their beer all the year round. This 


to be paid by them to a composition du- 
ting the autumn months. 

_ Sir C. Pole objected to the tax on the 
eyder counties, and also to that sort of 
critenion of gentlemen’s circumstances that 
was to be drawn from their keeping a car- 
riage, which, to many men of small. in- 
comes, was frequently more a tatter of 
mere convenience than of luxury. He 
considered this to be a tax on female ser- 
vanis. He suggested, as a better succe- 


poor families, the race of strapping six- 
feet men-milliners, who crowded the 
shops of the metropolis. ' 

Lord H. Petty replied, that females 
were no more taxed by this measure, than 
for the beer they drank; and if it was any 
pleasure to him, the hon. bart, might be 
assured that the strapping six-feet men- 
miliners were as much subject to this: tax 
asany other persons. 

Mr. S. Stanhope saw no reason why cy- 
der should escape. He hoped, however, 
that the malt which grew in Scotlacd, a 
part of the country which was increasing 
in prosperity more than any other, would 
udergo a more regular rate of taxation. 
He maintained, that from the hospitality 
shewn in the country more than prevailed 
in London, the tax would operate with 
double severity on those who resided there. 
da one instance, however, he hoped it 
would be attended with good consequences 
sin repressing contested elections. 
H. Petty replied, thatif the hon. gent. 
was disposed. to be so very hospitable, he 
9 only to take out the licence, and then 

might be as hospitable as he pleased, 

Mr. 1. Jones thought the tax would, to 
allintents and purposes, be a tax on fenvale 
servants, to which he was decidedly averse ; 
hetter, infinitely, to tax those worthless, 
@nimals, called men-milliners, to. whom) 
the-hons bart. had so properly alluded. « 
H. Petty replied, that this was-no! 
More to be called a tax on female servants, 
thane tax on gloves would be. 


1806.—Tazt on Private Brewers. [262 
Mr. Maaning said, that, fond as he was 
of home-made beer, sooner than be subject 
to the excise, he would give up his brew- 
ery. . He should prefer, instead of the op- 
tion, to haye a direct licence, in the same 
manner as for killing game. 

Mr. W. Smith supported the measure; 
observing, that this was nut a compulsory 
introduction of the excise, and if a mana 
preferred it, he had no hardship to com- 
plain of. He also wished the tax not to be 
upon the malt in the first intance, as that 
would exempt the poor from the operation 
of it. 

Mr. Fuller approved of the tax, which, 
he said he had himself suggested to the 
treasury last year. He preferred a licences 
without an alternative, and thought the cy- 
der counties should pay their proportion to 
the duty. 

Mr. Sheridan said, he had not. the 
slightest objection. to the tax preposed by 
the noble lord, so far as it affected himself, 
and should cheerfully submit to it—[a 
laugh]. But he would not go quite so far 
on the behaif of his constituents at Staf- 
ford, many of whom were poor, but honest, 
industrious men, who were in the habit of 
brewing a little ale for thetr own families: 
they certainly brewed a very good sort, 
and he must do them the justice to say, 
that they did ample justice to their own 
brewing. He therefore could have wished 
the noble lord had commenced his scale 
of this tax alittle higher in society. With 
respect to what had been said:of females 
who might be aflected by this tax, he 
heartily concurred in opinion with those 
gentlemen who had spoken om the subjects 
He would go even farther, and recom- 
mend, that not only men milliners, but al 
men who: beld situations in shops, which 
females could occupy, should be taxed. 
He then adverted to what had been stated 
by a right hon, gent. (Mr. Rose), that the 
budget was made up of the rejected taxes 
of the late minister, whom he represented 
as having a number of faultless and unob- 
jectionable taxes in reserve, and thought 
it would shew a much greater zeal for the 
pudlic service, if, instead of coming to the 
house with objections to every measure 
proposed, under exigencies, which they 
themselves had created, that right hon. 
gent. and his friends would disclose. to the 
house, and his majesty’s present servants, 
some of those unobjecuiohable and: eligible 
taxes, which they so well knew the late mi- 
wister to have in reserve. 
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Mr. Baker wished, that the time for car- 
Frying the tax into effect, might be carried 
beyond the harvest time, He only threw 
this out for the consideration of the noble 
lord, knowing that it would be a very great 
advantage to farmers, and, in fact, what 
they were entitled to, 

Sir W. Geary disapproved of the mea- 
sure. He did not like the excise hanging 
over us in terrorem as to what we were do- 
ing in our private houses. Might notcom- 
positions be carried such a length>as to 
make it adoubtful thing whether they or 
the exicse itself wére preferable ? 

Mr. Vansittart argued, that the principle 
of the measure had been recognised in the 
very best of times. During the reign of 
queen Anne, the making of malt for pri- 
vate use, was allowed to be compounded ; 
and during the reign of George 11. a similar 
rule was allowed as to candles. ‘These 
were now done away, but the principle 
was the same as that now propused.—The 
different resolutions were then put aud 
agreed to, and the report ordered to be re- 
ceived to-morrow. 

[Nexson’s Annuity Bitt.] Mr. Alex- 
ander brought up the report of the bill for 
making a furtlier provision for the family 
of lord Nelson. On the report being read, 
.. Mr. Fuller observed, that the country 
had, by its liberality to the family of the 
deceased heto, evinced the respect and 
gratitude, which were justly due to his 
memory. He trusted, therefore, that nei- 
ther the magnanimity of that illustrious 
man, nor the generosity of the empire, 
would be forgotten by those who were to 


"receive profits and honours on account of 


the service which the immortal Nelson had 
performed. He would not then particu- 
larise any thing, though his object must 
occur to many members in the house; he 


hoped the representative of that family | 


would also shew some degree of genero- 
sity, and comply with the wish expressed 
by the illustrious founder of the fainily in 
his last moments.—The resolutions were 
then read and agreed to. 
{[Prorzrpx Dury Bitt.] Lord H. Petty 
‘moved the order of the day for taking into 
further consideration the report of the 
‘Property Duty bill. On the -reading of 
the amendments, 
Mr. Vansiltart proposed a new clause, 
for the relief of persons insuring their lives, 
or the lives of their wives, and providing’ 
that, in allsuch cases, where the income of 
the party shall be less than 150/. per an- 
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num, the amount of the annual premium 
paid on the insurance shall be deducted 


from the amount of income to be assessed, ' 


Mr. Wilberforce expressed his satisfac. 
tion to find his suggestions at all attended 
to, but thought that the abatement had 
been limited to so low a rate of income, ag 
would render it almost nugatory. — Persons 
whose incomes were less than 1501. a year, 
were least likely to effect an insurance on 
their lives, and according to the clause 
which he had himself prepared to propose, 
the scale of abatement would extend to 
persons enjoying 1000/. per annum.—Mr, 
Vansittart and lord H. Petty said, that the 
allowance was intended only to relieve 
those who, having small salaries, effected 
insurances on their lives, as ‘the only 
means of providing for, their families in 
case of their death. Persons of morecon. 


siderable incomes could not need the 


abatement. — After a few observations 
from Mr, Fuller, Mr. Spencer Stanhope, 
Mr. Vansittart, Mr. Ellison, and Mr. Ba 
biugton, the clause was agreed to. 

Mr. Wilberforce then introduced a clause 
for granting allowances to persons having 
children, and moved, that “‘ for every child; 
born in wedlock, of the persons whose an- 
nual income or profits shall be under 400, 
a deduction of 5/. per cent. shall be ale 
lowed for every such child; and where'the 
income of the person shall amount to 400/, 
and not exceed 1000/., a deduction of 41, 
per cent. for every child,” 

Mr. Spencer Stanhope perfectly agreed 
with the hon. gent. in the necessity of the 
clause, and thought that it even did not go 
farenough. The father of a large family 
paid taxes in numberless ways that others 
were exempted trom. He wore several 
pair of shoes a-day, whilst the nobleman, 
who had no children, only wore one paif, 
and therefore sume indulgence was cel 
tainly due. 

Mr. Hudleston rose and said: I am 
sorry the nuble lord and the right hon 
gent. have lett it to my hon. friend to m- 
troduce a clause of this nature, as I 
think their inflexibility on the point must 
have a direct tendency to bring into ha 
zard the general success of the measure? 
that it should succeed, must be equally the 
wish of all; for the object of the billis 
neither more nor less than the furnishing 
the means of protecting the country against 


counter. The public are aware of these 
dangers, and that great efforts, -andeof 
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the most serious dangers it ever had toeie © 
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course great expences, must be necessary 
to ce en. I really believe, too, that 


they feel an assurance that whatever cun 
be accomplished by great talents, and 
equal heart and firmness, will be done to 
extricate us from our present difficulties, 
and accelerate the-event which can alone 
relieve us from the additional burthens 
now so indispensably necessary. I have 
no doubt, therefore, that the public will 
cheerfully bear even this heavy addition to 
the Property, or Income tax, provided 
only they see in the distribution of it the 
just, fundamental principle preserved of 
making it, as far as practicable, fall upon 
everyeman in proportion to his ability to 
bear it. 
concern that I observe in the present bill 
so manifest a departure from that principle, 
as the withdrawing of all abatements on ac- 
count of children, which excludes from 
jndulgence the very persons who, of all 
others in the community, have the most ir- 
resistible claim to it; namely, persons of 
small, or very moderate incomes and large 
families, whose contribution is raised at 
once to 10 per cent., and who are at the 
, same time deprived of all the abatements 
which it had been thought just to allow 
them, even when the contribution was 
only 63 per cent. Is it possible that the 
noble lord and the right hon. gent. can 
have adverted to the serious change which 
these two alterations, combined with the ex- 
tension of the contribution of 10 per cent. 
toincomesof 130/. per annum, will produce 
in the situations of the persons I have de- 
scribed ? that those who have moderate fa- 
milies will pay twice as much; that many 
will: pay 3 times, and some 4 or 5 
times as much as they did-under the for- 
mer bill. In aword, sir, that this bil] will 
Operate with the greater rigour in. propor- 
tion to their respective claims to indul- 
gence. Sir, on the first discussion of this 
‘subject, some nice reasoning was employed 
to discriminate between feeling and jus- 
tice; but in my opinion the withdrawing 
the abatements in question, whether it be 
examined on one of those principles or on 
the other, must be equally condemned. To 
me, sir, it seems that men’s feelings will 
revolt at it, because of its injustice. I 
submit it to the house, as an incontrovert- 
position, that the man who has a wife 
finda large family of children, and an in- 
come of 100, or from 100 to 4 or 500/. per 
ainum, is less able to pay this tax than a 
bachelor who has half that income : if this 
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It is therefore with the greater 
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is a correct. position, is it just that*he 
should be called upon to pay twice as 
much? that, obliged to share that income 
with 10 or 12 persons, he should be placed 
on the same footing with him who has only 
himself to maintain ? If the justice of such 
an operation of the bill can be contended 
for, then the principle which I set out with, 
namely, that this heavy additional burthen 
should be laid on every one in proportion 
to his ability to bear it, falls to the ground. 
Now, sir, the argument of the noble lord: 
for refusing to admit any abatements on ac- 
count of children, was to my mind: by no 
means satisfactory ; it amounted I think to 
this, that if, instead of a. property tax,- the’ 
same sum was to be raised by taxing con- 
sumption, or by the ordinary mode of tax- 
ation, it would fall as heavy on the persons 
in question—that no abatement would be 
operated for children. I wonder it should 
have escaped the uoble lord’s observation, 
that this argument would equally apply 
against the abatements which he has al- 
lowed to persons whose incomes are under 
150/., and the entire exemption where the 
income is under 50/. perannum. It seems 
to me, too, that this argument overlooks 
two serious facts: Ist, that there must be 
limits to. that principle or mode of taxa- 
tion, beyond which we cannot go, nor 
wisely attempt to go; and 2dly, that we 
had arrived at those limits, or were rapidly 
approaching them, betore a tax on income 
was resorted to; but this argument appears 
to me to proceed on a mistake in another 
view of it, and not to be borne out by fact. 
For, supposing no Income bill, the taxes 
you might impose instead of it, except in 
so far as they were laid on the actual ne 
cessaries of life, would not of necessity at- 
tach to the persons in question, A parent, 
by submitting, as thousands would, to pri- 
vations for the sake of his children, might 
entirely avoid them. For example, the 
man of 150 or 200/. per annum, and 8 or 
10 children, what taxes could you impose 
that would draw from him 15 or 20/.? If 
you tax wine, he can resort to beer; if 
malt, to water; if further taxes on horses, 
or on men-servants, he can part with his 
horse and his man-servant; so for every 
other article he can create an abatement 
for his children, by contracting or resign- 
ing his other enjoyments. But, if you 
take 15 or 20/. from his income, you leave 
to him no option. You neitherallow him 
an abatement for his children, nor leave it 
in his. power to provide one by piuching 
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himself. Bat, it.is admitted, that the:tax 
should notoperate upén any one so deeply 
as to.trench upon or abridge shim, or of 
¢ourse his children, of the necessaries of 
life ; but. in. very many cases it will be 
both a difficult and delicate and ungracious 
task to define with precision the necessa- 
ries of life. That which to one person isa 
necessary of life, or become a comfort ab- 
solutely. necessary, is to another a super- 
fluity. But, taking the words in their 
strictest or most literal sense, I think the 
noble lord cannot be. prepared to say, that 
_he who has a wife and 8 or 10 children to 
maintain on 150/.,can pay 15 out of it, be- 
sides all the other taxes, without trench- 
ing on the necessaries of life. An hon, 
bart. whom I heard with much satisfaction 
the other evening on this subject, pointed 
out the hardship the withdrawing these 
abatements would operate on persons of 
small estates in land; but how much 
greater will be the hardship on persons of 
small life incomes ; and how much greater 
yet where the income is not.only small, 
but is derived solely from the owner’s in- 
dustry or genius, and its continuance de- 
pends on the continuance of his bodily 
strength or mental faculties? The contrast 
between the latter, and the man of landed 
estate, under the operation of the prin- 
ciple of this bill, must unavoidably be 
very strong; but if you take away the 
abatements for children, you make it into- 
lerable. ‘The man whose estate or capital 
is in land, if he finds himself unable to pay 
the tax this year, can raise as much as he 
wants on the income of future years; but 
he whose income is earned by the sweat o! 
his brow, who knows not that he shall have 
health or eye-sight to earn a farthing next 
year, what is he to do? If he should be 
_ gtraiténéd fer the meaus of supplying the 
_ wants of a nunierous family, who will ad- 
‘ance, orlend him on his capital of-indus- 
try or genius? Even the person who has ap 
income for life, or an annuity for a term, 
and 10 or 12 children, may pay, as the bill 
how stands, twice as much to this tax as a 
n of twice his fortune or capital, and 

who has no child. I do not say it would 
be practicable to equalise the tax in this 
view of it, and make it strictly a tax on 
pertyy but I contend that sucha caseas 
Peace just stated, ought not to be pos- 
gible; and.it can only be rendered possible 
in all its extent by withdrawing the abate- 
‘thetits on account of children: you can- 
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are bound ,to reduce it as fer as pragtj, 
cable,—Sir, it seeurs.to me. that there ig 
one single consideration which shoald.be 
sufficient to prevent the withdrawing the 
abatements for children, at least of persons 
whose incomes are only for life, or derived 
fron) industry ; namely, that from map 
this tax will in consequence take the 15 or 
20/. that was before applied to the ensurj 
their families from want, after they sha 
have been taken from them, and. obli 
them to apply it to preserve them from the 
same fate in their life-time. One of the 
noble lord’s arguments against allowing any 
abatements for children was, that it would 
Operate as a tax on bachelors. Now, sir, 
admitting the fact to be so, the consideras 
tions of justice and feeling remain. the 
same; but I fear this argument will not be 
understood: what is more obvious, and 
will be more felt is, that it will operate as 
a premium for celibacy, and as a penalty 
alnrost amounting to a prohibition against 
marriage. Now, sir, the only reasons J 
have heard for withdrawing these abates 
ments, are, ist, the difficulty of ascertain 
ing and adjusting them; and, 2dly,:the 
inconsiderable number of persons «who 
have claimed and received these abate * 
ments. To the last, I answer, that itisa 
reason that should operate against with 
drawing these aba:ements; for, doeg it 
not tend to shew, that the few who have 
claimed them, have done so from absolute 
necessity, and are persons who will not 
now be able to pay the tax? What, then, 
will be gained by taking these abatements 
froin all indiscriminately, and making the 
who bas a dozen children, pay 10h 
from his 100/. equally with him who jhas 
only himself to maintain? And, as tothe 
difficulty of ascertaining or obtaining the 
abatements, if justice and reason require 
that they should be allowed, is it possible 
that such a plea can be admitted. for 
single moment ? Such a method of getting 
rid of a difficulty, is indeed the shortest 
that could be devised, but it is one that 
would rather be expected, where theres 
less ability to meet difficulties, than is pos 
sessed by the noble lord, But willit meet 
the difficulties on the other side—theodium 
and discontents which the withdrawing 
these abatements must excite, and: the die 
advantageous comparisons between 
noble lord’s plan and that of his predeves 
sor? ] am so strongly of the opposite op 
nion, that I can assure the. noble lord the 


pot entirely remove the inequality, but you | if L were unfriendly to the bill, and wished 


| 
| { 
| | 
| | 
| 
| | 
| | 
| } 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
it 
| 
‘ 


- 


digest way to accomplish that qbject, would 
ba-to.let it go out with this imperfection on 


itp heats 
Mr. Vausiltart expressed his disappro- 
bation of the proposed exemption, on the 


ground of general policy. For three years, 
exemptions had been tried under the for- 
mer acts, and were uniformly found to de- 
feat themselves and the operation of the 
tax. In some districts, the duty for 1803 
was not even yet collected, nor were the 
assessments made; and the answer to en- 


quiries into the cayse of this delay was, 


that the commissioners had so many ap- 
peals to hear, so many claims of exemption 
toipyestigate, and experienced such difi- 
gulty to understand the clauses, that it 
was impossible to proceed faster. How 


extremely desirable it was, then, to sim- 


plify, by broad and general enactments, 
the operation of the act, would be obvious 
tpthe house. A man of 200/. a year, with 
children, would, by the exemption. pro- 


posed, be entitled to .@ drawback of 10/.,. 


and,thus the produce of the tax wauld be 
wae defeated. 
Sir,H. Mildmey argued in favour of the 
exemption. 
Mr, W. Smith also ably supported the 
tlause, The 10/, which would be saved 
by it to the man of 200/. a year, with a 
family, were alimost ten. drops of his heart's: 
blood. ‘To a person without a family, it 
. Was comparatively no object. If, as was} 
often the case, 2 man married, possessing| 
what he saw would be just means enough’ 
OA Which to support 4 family, would the! 
house, by taking any thing irom him like. 
what this tax would go to deprive him of, 
thonce mar his ealculations, ‘and ruin his 
popes? ‘There were some improvements ip 
the present bill, as far as it wasless inqui-' 
filorial than the Income tax, which had 
preceded it, in not obtaming a disclosure 
of the whole circumstancos of the subjeet, 
exeept in case of exemptions ; but the cur 
tailment of the allowances, particularly as 
far as regarded children, be thought. ex-. 
tremely oppressive. We ought not,to. give 
upall considerations of justice and huma- 
uity, merely for the sake of. making a new 
fa simple or productive. The bon. mover 
tame forward as the advocate of a merito- 
Hous part of the community; but. in op- 
Posing it, he considered himself .the. advo- 
fate of the community itself. . Tie hon. 
Beat, then contended, that though in theory, 
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in practice not one-half of those. persons 


jentitled claimed before the. commissioners, 


it was not.of such general service as. was 
My. Baukes supported the clause. He 
was sorry to hear the bon, gent, contend. 
that the interest of the many should be set 
against the interest of the few. His opie 
nion was, that they were to consider what. 
was the most equitable mode, and that 
was to make the burthen press as equ 
as possible on all.—The hoyse then. de 
vided. . For the clause 26; Against it 73 5. 
Majority 47. 
Mr. 7. Fones then made a few remarks 
on the frequency of surcharges, which he 
considered as a very. great grievance; and 
concluded, by bringing pp a clayse jmpq- 
sing a penalty, and allowing costs to be 
awarded by the. commissioners for yexae 
tious surcharges. ; 
Lord H. Petty. approved, of what the 
hon, gent. bad proposed, but begged leave 
to call his attention to a clause in the bill, 
which he read, and which made the collec- 
tors subject to a penalty, not greater than 
501. for every surcharge, On Conviction ip 
one of the courts abeve., i 
Sir H. Mildmay supported.the clause, as 
it was absurd, he said, to suppose that 
day-labourer could have,redress,.if he was — 
obliged to seek it inone of the courts at 
Westminster.— Alter a conversation bee 
tween Mr. W, Smith, and Mr..Ellison, whe 
supported the clause ; and Mr. Rose, .Mr. 
Fellowes, capt. Harvey, and Dr. Laurence, 
who opposed it; Mr, Jones declared, that 
he would not press it, and the clause wag 
negatived without, a. division. The bill 
was then ordered to be read a 34. time 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuesday, May 20. 
[Rereat or THE ADDITIONAL Forcg 
Bity.] The order of the day being read, 
for the second reading of the Additional 
Force Repeal bill, 
Earl Spencer rose and observed, that if 
there were no other ground upon whigh toe 
justify a call upon their lordships to pase 
the present bill, than the amerdeinae 
22 months, during which the country-had 
had sufficient prov! of the utter inefliciency 
of that measure, for the repeal of which the 
present bill was. intreduced, that alone 
would have b,en a sufficient reason in hig 
mind, why the house should, without fure 


exemption seemed desireable, - yet, as, 


ther dispugsion,: agree to the 2d reading, 
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which he now rose to move. After the’ 
‘usual mode of recruiting had been carried 
‘on with the utmost exertion, for increasing 
our army to its necessary strength, it was. 


~ ‘still found requisite to suggest some other 
-modes than those already employed for 


‘that purpose, and with this view the Army 
‘of Reserve bill was adopted. But after 
‘that had been tried to its utmost extent, 
‘without being productive in the degree ex- 
‘pected, the measure of the Additional 
‘Force ‘bill was then propounded, as one 
‘which was to obviate all the inconvenien- 
cies arising from the Army of Reserve bill 
‘anid all the other modes of recruiting then 
in operation, and to supply all these de- 
fects by immediately procuring the num- 
‘ber of men necessary. This was the ob- 
‘ject avowed by those who brought forward 
‘the’ Additional‘ Forceact; but, as he had 
at the time predicted, it had utterly failed, 


‘and turned out to be a measure, not for 
‘¥Yaising men but monéy; and he would ap- 


peal to the papers on the table, whether or 
not his apprehensions had been well found- 
‘ed. He claimed no merit for peculiar dis- 


eernment upon’ this ground, for many of 


their lordships entertained originally the 


sanie apprehensions ; but, however unwil- 


ding he was now to trespass on their lord- 


‘ships’ time, he felt it necessary to dilate a 


Jittle.in the examination of the measure it- 
“self, and its real operation, comparatively 
‘with the objects to effect which it was pro- 
“posed, and to shew whether it had tended 
‘most to impede or promote the recruiting 
‘service. The original object, as he had 
‘already stated, was to supply all the defi. 
ciencies arising from any other mode of 
‘recruiting for the time ; to aid which pur- 
pose permanently, it was- proposed. gra- 
dually to diminish the militia to its ori- 


ginal amount of 40,000 men. At the time 


this bill passed, the whole namber of men 


Weficient ‘from the proposed force of the 
country, was about 26,000, who were to, 
‘be almost immediately made good by the 


bill. But from the beginning of Oct. 1804, 
‘when it came into operation, until the 24th 
‘of‘the same month in the ‘following year, 
‘the’ number of men raised was but 1834, 
Jeaving a deficit of 24,900, and an amount 


‘of penalties incurred by the parishes, no 


Yess than 481,800/. It might be said the 
iH was not then in full operation, and, in- 


deed, it must be remembered, that: for a 


‘considerable time it was almost forgotten ; 
tut, notwithstanding the subsequent exer- 


tions were madé'to render it produc- 


5 


971] PARL. DEBATES, Max 20, 1806.—Repeal of the Additional Force Bil. fia 


tive ; the circular ‘letter addressed by g 
noble lord (Hawkesbury) to the lords lieg. 
tenant of counties on the subject; the 
mission of inspecting-officers, and recruit. 


ing-officers, to instruct -parish-officers, to . 


teach them how to understand the bill, and 
tutor them in the trade of recruiting; stil] 
was its operation found so utterly defec. 
tive, even up to the 18th of April last, that 
there were then deficient of the number of 


men proposed to ‘be raised, no less than 


21,458; and’a sum of penalties incurred 
by the parishes throughout England and 
Wales, to the amount of 442,390/,; be 
sides a sum already enforced, to the amount 
of 39,420/. In those estimates which jn. 
cluded England and Wales only, he feared 
he was not quite correct; but certainly ras 
ther under than over the full amount; and 
‘if he included Ireland, then 'the total defi: 
ciency in the force of both countries, which 
the measure proposed to supply, would’be 
41,455 men. In support of these state. 
ments, the noble lord went into a minate 
detail of extracts from the documents on 
the table, and shewed the progressive defis 
ciency of men, and growth of penalties, ih 
successive periods of 6 months; he also 
compared the yumber of recruits raised for 
the line by the ordinary modes of reéruit. 
ing in use before the passing of the bill, 
with the progress of recruititig under its 
pretended aid ; from which he argued thet, 
from the 1st month the bill came into ope- 
ration, the general recruiting service, in- 
stead of advancing, had considerably and 
rapidly diminished ; that, in fact, instead 
of being a measure of aid to that servite) 
it was a ruinous impediment; that it im 
posed a duty upon a set of men, the pa 


rish-officers throughout the country, 


tally inconsistent with their habits, and 
which, in the first instance, it rendered ub 
terly impossible for them to perform; for 
it expressly limited them to three-fourths 
of the bounty offered within their districts 
by recruiting-oflicers for the line. The 
parishes too were punished by a penalty 
of 20/. per man, for those deficiencies 
which the bill rendered unavoidable ; and 
thus threw an enormous and partial bar 
then upon the landed property. Having, 
in fact, completely failed of effect under 
its natural operation, when it did become, 
under recent and extraordinary exertions, 
in any degree productive, it was render 

only so by a violation of its own prin 
ciples ; namely, by the employing of crimp 


by recruiting out of the limited -distriets, 
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plan the most likely to be succes 


(ettainly not been equal to the expecta- 


and by offering (and that upon the sugges- 
tion of high authority) bounties consider- 
bly higher than the regimental recr:.iting- 
officers, and thereby not only creating a 
rivalry in bounties with the regular service, 
but impeding, the business of recruiting. 
He trusted it would not be thought too 
much for him to ask, that this obnoxious 
and unproductive measure might be 
moved out of the way of the recruiting 
service, to which it had been an impedi- 
ment. His lordship concluded by moving, 


that the bill for the repeal of the Addi- 
tional Force act, be now read a 2d time.” 


Earl Camden said, that as he was the 

son who bad originally proposed for 
their Jordships’ adoption the bill which 
i was now proposed to repeal, he felt it 
his duty, thus early, to rise in the defence 
| of that measure: though he was ready to 
admit the bill had not been so productive 
as was originally expected, yet it certainly 
had been, in a very great degree, much 
more so upon a comparative scale than his 


noble friend had seemed disposed to ad- 
mit. He was not, howeyer, so wedded to 
the bill, as to insist upon retaining it at all 
events; but still he thought it would be- 
hove their lordships to’ pause before they 
consented to repeal a bill which had been 
productive of considerable advantage, un- 
tilat least they saw some measure pro- 
posed as a substitute for it. Much as had 
been said against what was termed the op- 
ptessive principle of this measure, he beg- 
ged to call to their lordsbips’ recollection, 


that previously to the original adoption of 


this bill, such was the military state of the 


ttalm, and so inadequate the produce of 


tecruiting by ordinary ineans,. that the go- 


and legislature found it abso- | 
| litely necessary not only to retain, but to 


extend the compulsory system, which had 


been originally adopted in the militia, aid! 


which was afterwards followed up in the 
Amy of Reserve act ; a measure he highly 
spproved. He believed it) would not. be 
expected of any minister to. ensure thie 
success of any untried measure proposed 
by way of experiment. The most that. the 
wisdom of man could do was to suggest a 

in 
Practice; and he believed: it. would be ad- 
mitted, there never was any plan which, 
4 theory, promised to ibe attended with 
More certain and rapid effect. However, 
te would acknowledge, that the cesult had 


‘Mons formed of its.:success, owing in a 
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great measure to the inexperience, misun~ 
derstanding, or negligence of those entrust~ 
ed with its execution. Had the powers 
of government continued a little longerin . 
the hands of his majesty’s late ministers, it 
was their intention to have suggested some 
amendments in the bill, such as enlarging 
the districts for recruiting, and the time for 
making returas by the parish officers, 
which, with some other minor alterations, 
and the experience these officers would have 
acquired, would have considerably facili< 
tated the operation of the bill. ‘The noble. 
lord then went into a short series of coms 
parative calculations, to shew that the bill, 
even under all the objections made to it, 
had not been so unproductive as ‘had been 
represented. He wished to give bis majese 
ty’s ministers time to prepare sich a wea- , 
sure as was fit to be substituted in its place; _ 
and he concluded by moving an amend- 
ment, that, instead of the word “ now” in 
the motion of his noble friend for the 2d 
reading: of the repeal bill, the words “ this 
day three weeks” be inserted’) 
Lord St. John thought the best substi. 
tute for the act would be to repeal it, and 
to leave the recruiting service to act freelyy 
and without impediment. -He contended 
that the act had, in its operation, been 
found totally inefhcient, and that it was 
absurd to suppose’ that parish officers 
could be converted into recruiting officers 
with any beneficial effect. It was true; that 
inspecting officers had been sent round the 
country to teach them their ‘new ‘dity, 
but, the parish officer only holding his: situ+ 
ation for a year,’ no sooner was he taught 
in this new military school ‘how to-act’ in 
his’ character, than he* went ‘out 
of office, and another succeeded, equally 
ignorant, who had to go’through- the same 
course of instruction. ‘The act, he contem 
ded, had been invariably found either nu- 
gatory or oppressive in its-operation; with 
out producing any. benefit: whatever to the 
army, but, on the contrary, impeding and 
embarrassing. the recruiting service; and 
therefore he should support its repeal! 
The Earlvof Westmorland said; he 
jected to the repeal’ of the» Additional 
Force: bill-omthe strongest grounds which 
at such a dangerous crisis could be stated:t 
he meant that lit would be'a prelude to the 
entire dissolution of our military establisix 
ment.: Unhappily for this:couatry, when 
the war commenced, we'wete in.an 
vided state—[a cty of ‘hear; hear,’ frothithe. 
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side]. ‘Since the assertion at- 
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tracted so much notice, he would repeat it, 
Unhappily for the country, we were in 
an unprovided state.” And to what was 
it to be attributed ? To the reduction of 
the military force under the administration 
of the noble lord (lord Sidmouth) whose 
particular attention the observation seem- 
ed to have excited. The ‘bill now oppo- 
sed. was not only designed to raise a com- 
petent army during war, but it was to per- 
petuate the same means of security, so that, 
whether ip 2 belligerent or a tranquil state, 
we were to be prepared for all the exigen- 
cies of ovr situation. ‘This bill was a 
most beneficial expedient, and worthy of 
that great statesman who framed it; and 
he would confidently assert, that neither 
could the crown repose in safety on the 
head that. sustained it, nor could the li- 
berty of the people be secure, if the great- 
est: caution was not employed in the new 
projeets of military arrangement. It’ was 
said, that the bill had injured the recruit- 
- ing) service: it had done so, but this was 
the most satisfactory proof of its success. 
No doubt contrivance by whieh’ 15,000 
were annually obtained for the army must 
take out of the recruiting market no in- 
considerable supply. But what was to be 
substituted for this advantageous scheme? 
We wereto have limited service, or a pe- 


riodical disorganization of the muilitary 
Easl Spencer spoke to order. Nothing 


had been said about the limited service, 
and it formed no part of the question be- 

Lord Mulgrave thought, his noble friend 
owas perfectly in order. Jt was:a military 
measure, and he was correct in examining 
the immediate consequences of the repeal, 


which must be the adoption of some other 


-» Lord Holland admitted he was, if the 
_ plan of limited service were the necessary 
effect of the repeal : . but: the one had no 
such influence on the other; they were 
considerations intirely distinct. | 
Lord: Hawkesbury was inclined to think 
the allusion of his noble friend was not an 
improper 'referente to what had been said 
in another place; it: was adverting to a 
matter of notoriety all over-the kingdom. 
But should it be thought. ‘by: noble lords 
not strictly parliamentary;,)@ single monv- 
syllables: a qualifying if, would remove 


everyweasonable objection. 
‘ec The Eark.of Westmorland proceed: d. He: 
he: said): that’ in stating such 


wild speculations it would not be beli¢yeg 
that they had actually any existence, 
He cprecated the consequences of ey. 
listing men for limited time and: dischar. 
ging them in time of war. Under such a: 
practice, atter the end of the first term of 
service, 15,000 menat the least wouldbedigd 
charged annually ; this, added to the aves 
Tage anual number of 15,000 mer, to 
supply casualties: and deficiencies, would 
make $0,000 ‘men; a nunsber which it 
‘would be impossible to supply by ‘all our 


means of recruiting. He contended that . 


the.act was'a great measure, and that time 
ought to‘be given to allow of its full ope. 
ration. He denied that any improper 
means had been used to carry the actinto 
eflect; if any means had been’ used not 
exactly within the letter of the act, those 


who used them acted loyally illegal, and | 


with the view of assisting his majesty’s sere 
vice. He called upon a noble lord oppo- 
site, who had formerly opposed the repeal 
of this aet, on the ground that it ought to 
have a fair trral, now also to oppose it on 
the same ground, as the act had not yet 
been sufficiently tried ; it had now beguy 
to be efficient, and this was’ the: period 
chosen to propose the repeal of it, without 
proposing any substitute. 
Lord Sidmouth said, that, for reasons 
which some of their lordships would think 
sufficient, he was disposed to have been 
silent on the present question, but the no- 
ble lord who had just sat down had left him 
no alternative; he had.adverted to himin 
way that it was impossible not to notice, 
and he hoped he should reply in a manner 
consistent’ with the respect due to their 
lJordships,. He was desirous not only to 
reply to what had devolved within the pur- 
view of the subject, but to what more im- 
mediately and personally affected himself. 
The noble lord asserted that the country, 
atthe commencement of the war, was in 
an wnprovided state, and he rather more 
than insinuated, that the culpability for 
its weakness’ was attributable to him (lord 
Sidmouth). It was true ‘that, at the be 
ginuing of hostilities, the militia had been 
disbanded ; but their lordships would re- 
collect, that this was not in consequence of 
any: act of his. majesty’s ministers, but by 
che operation of the law. He said, by the 
operation of law, not because these was any 
positive regulation on the subject, but the 
men’ were released from their regiments, 
because the statute was so loosely worded, 


that, comstrued in the. popular sense, at 
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was so understood. In such a case, the 
government «lid what he hoped every 

ture administration would do: instead of 
availing themselves of the strict letter of 
the law, they admitted the more liberal 
‘construction to prevail. It was also true, 
theré was some reduction of the army on 
the cessation of the war; buton this sub- 
ject there was but one opinion, so that it 
was with some surprise he heard an objec- 
tion at this time urged to that diminution 
of the force, and especially from his noble 
friend. But to what extent was it carried ? 
No part of the infantry was withdrawn, 
excepting from the guards, to produce a 
nearer approach in the height of that regi- 
ment, A full and complete answer to 
every charge of want of precaution in the 
administration referred to was this: that 
at the time of the renewal of the war, 
there was "double the number of men on 
the establishment than at any former pe- 
fiod oftranquillity. He might be permit-. 
ted to go one step further, By the papers 
on the table their lordships had seen, that 
in1801 the numbers were 77,574; before 
six’ months were expired, they were in- 
creased to 88,765, shewing an augmenta- 
tion of more than 11,000 men, in that 
short interval. Could the reflection be 
justly applied to the administration of that 
day under these circumstances ? There was 
another point to which he would solicit 
their lordships’ attention. It had been said 
that the extent of desertion was in propor- 
tion to the number of men raised for the 
service. This was not found to be partie 
cilarly correct. ‘The number raised in the 
list year did not ascend to 20,000 men, 
yet the desertions at home only amounted 
t0 5954. In 1803, when the men raised 
were greatly more numerous, the deserters 
were fewer by 2000, ‘The fact was that 
the desertion was not in proportion to the 
tumber raised, but to the mode of acqui- 
Tug men. It was inaccurately observed, 
that no particular exertion was made in 
1803, to enhance the public force; but by 
teferring to No. 1, on the table, their lord- 
ships would see that 85,519 men were raised, 
and of the army of reserve 40,000, forming 
a total of 125,519 men. 

Earl Camden explained the qualification 
With which he had made the remark. 

Lord Sidmouth resumed, that when the 
bill was under their deliberation before, he 
‘ilertained the same opinion of it he did 
itthat moment : he knew that it must be 

lent, Last year, from the convic- 
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tion that the experiment had totally failed, 
a motion was made for its repeal, and it 
was then justly affirmed that it had been 
unsuccessful in its primary object, which 
was the raising of a given number of men 
for the service of the country. It had been | 
said that these who disapproved of one 
measure should recommend what was pre- 
ferable to it. Although he was not always 
disposed to protect himself beneath any 
negative defence, yet this was not the tiine 
to consider the efficacy of other expedi- 
ents; it was enough to shew that this had 
miscarried, and he called upon the noble 
lord not to defend a project which was dis- 
covered by experience to be wholly inade- 
quate to the object proposed. If he for- 
merly supported it, consistency did not ree 
quire that he should persevere in the same 
opinions when its futility was ascertained ; 
at least there was a consistency of a higher 
kind affecting his parliamentary character, 
which his lordship knew well how to re- 
spect. In stating his sentiments, he should 
not examine at all the arithmetical compu- 
tations; he would rather consider the ge 
neral scope and design of the bill. The 
intention undoubtedly was to aid to the 
domestic force, and to procure a supply 
for the army, without interfering with the 
recruiting service; and in this it had not 
succeeded, Before Oct. 1805, 41,415 
men were to have been obtained; and of 
these, 20,000 were to be in the ranks of the 
regulars. Instead of producing this num- 
ber, it had only raised 7,540 ; and of these 
5,000 only were procured under the provie 
sions of the bill. Their lordships were 
aware, that he now alluded to the encous 
ragement given to parochial officers to dis- 
regard the established law, in order to 
acquire the men; so that he was entitled 
to say the success was not real, but nomi- 
nal, even to that limited extent. A noble 
lord wrote a letter on September 16, 1805, 
on the discovery of the insufficiency of the 
bill; yet with all the united exertions of 
friends, and lieutenants of the counties, it 
was incompetent; and another letter was 
written in the month of December follow- 
ing, to substitute inspecting-officers for the 
regular, legitimate, constitutional autho- 
rity of the lieutenants; and thus‘the whole - 
agency of the bill was changed ; but, whats 
ever alterations it underwent, it still pre- 
served the same character of inefficiency. 
It however succeeded much better when 
parish officers had no concern in it; and 
accordingly an augmentation ‘was found on 
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the 20th of April last, which was the latest, 


eidod of the return, This circumstance 


Ei to a suggestion for the employment of 


agents in various parts of the, kingdom, 
and the policy of this was. recommended 
from the superior success in Scotland, and 
Treland, where, there being no parish officers, 
persons of another description performed 
this duty. In lreland, 1078 men were raised, 
and by regimental officers only 272. This 


variation in the plan was the true cause of 


the improvement. The question then was 
not merely if the means employed were 
legitimate ; into that he would not enquire ; 
but if, on the whole, taking the bill in its 
general effect, it were operative to increase 
considerably the military force. On this 
art of the subject, the statement of his no- 
le friend was incontrovertible: he had 
distinctly proved, that in proportion 
as the effect of the bill was augmented, 
the recruiting of the army was dimi- 
hished, Let them make a comparison 


between any corresponding periods of six 
or twelve months, and the pressure of the 
‘argument would be evident, and the re- 
duction would be seen to be so great, as to 
produce annually a considerable loss to 
the army. The comparison to which he 
= referred, applied to those who had vo- 
u 


nteered, and the number raised by re- 
¢ruiting ; and, in this view, he contended 
there was a detriment, to the number 
of 3000 men. Besides all this, there was a 
monstrous injustice in the effect; what- 
ever might be the benefit, in other respects, 
with which it might be attended. As it 
was, penalties would exceed 400,000/., 
even when the regular army was declining. 


When such facts were stated and not dispro- 


ved, were those discharging what they owed 

o their country, who endeavoured to up- 
hold such a bill in the teeth of all this evi- 
dence ? Jt had been said, that if it succeeded 
in one Country, it would in another, This 


view was not correct; the population of 


the kingdom was irregular, according to 
the exuberance of the produce, and the 
state of the manufactures, and this must 
essentially vary the operation of such a 
bill, No less than twenty-two counties 
were incapable of carrying it into execu- 
tion, and they were to submit to the spe« 
cies of legislative extortion to which he 


had referred, It was a gross violation of 


those humane and equitable principles by 
which all laws ought to be administered. 


In short, the objections to the bill were 
$0 numerous, that he should detain their 
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lordships much too long; if ‘he were to 
discuss them in detail. A noble friend of 
his had spoken of the increase of the public 
force since July 1804. He never would 
enter into any invidious camparisons; all 
he wished for was, that the resources of 
the country should be advantageously em- 
ployed, by whomsoever the government 
was administered, and he was happy to 
commend a measure adopted last year, for. , 
the incorporation of a single portion of the 
militia with the regular army. Whatever 
might be the success of some of the platis 
adopted, when he was before in the coun. 
cils of his majesty, he took no credit to 
himself and his colleagues ; they were en- 
couraged and supported by the country, 
without which the most discreet measures 
which political wisdom could havedevised, 
would have been insufficient. He was- 
anxious, at least, to stand so far well, as 
not to have it supposed that he had shrank 
from his duty, which would have been, 
indeed, most criminal, at a time when the 
people were united in one great and com- 
mon cause, and were ready to submit 40 
any privations for the welfare of the state, 
On the grounds he had stated, he should 
oppose the motion for the amendment, _ 
Lord Mulgrave supported the amené- 
ment. He disclaimed every wish toop 
pose ministers, except in such cases as le 
thought their measures of a mischievous 
tendency. Could he be persuaded that 
some fafe measures ‘would be substituted 
in room of the bill proposed to be repeal 
ed, he would immediately abandon his ob- 
jections, however unanswerable be might 
think them; but the silence of ministerson 
this subject, after they had so long a pe 
riod for deliberation, was in the highest 
degree unaccountable. Another strong 
argument also, notwithstanding his attach- 
ment to the bill, would have great influ | 
ence with him, could he be convinced 
that any other salutary measure would be 
adopted, to abandon his opposition ; which 
was, his conviction that no measure, how- 
ever good in itself, could be attended with 
its full success in the hands of persons who 
were hostile to it. Till he was assured, 
however, that some measure was to be 
adopted, he felt himself obliged to give 
the repeal his negative in the strongest 
terms, As a compulsory measure, his 
lordship thought the present the least op 
pressive. If it had not succeeded so well 
till the beginning of this year, as had been 
stated, the circumstance niust be siti 
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uted’ to the bill not being understood suf. | 

ficiently till that period. The moment it was 
understood, it had had all the success its 
most sanguine supporters could have wish- 
ed. Hewas afraid the present ministers, 
in repealing this bill, would -apply to the 
army the remedies of doctor Sangrado, by 
bleeding it, and giving it warm water at 
the same time. This was not a likely 
means of improving the strength and vi- 
gout of the patient. lend 

‘The Earl of Derbycontended, that the 

act was impracticable; that it operated as 
atax upon the different parishes. He ex- 
plained and justified the conduct of the 
jieutenancy of the county of Lancashire, 
where every effort was made, but in vain, 
fogive effect to it. He maintained that 
the increase that had latterly taken place, 
was not owing to the bill being better un. 
derstood, but to the means the late go- 
yemmment had taken by their missionaries, 
gent to the different districts, to direct men 
to be raised by any means, and that thus, 
ja the very raising of those men, the law 
had been grossly violated, and the practice 
of crimping encouraged. 
. The Earl of Ross/yn argued against the 
measure, and maintained the necessity of 
repealing the act on account of its inef- 
firiency, even if nothing was brought for- 
ward in its place. It had in bis opinion, no- 
thing of compulsion in it, but vexatious 
expence and inconvenience. 

The Duke of Montrose wished that mi- 
nisters, instead of acting upon the defen- 
tive, had come boldly forward and sup- 
ported the whole of their intended plan; 
but there seemed a reluctance in his.ma- 


pe- @ jésty’s ministers in that house to uphold 
est the wild and visionary theories of his ma- 
ng | jesty’s ministers out of the house. The 
ch- §] consequence of the repeal of that act 
fiu- @ would be that the Army of Reserve act, a 
ced @ Measure he would acknowledge of much 


tetgy, and which did great honour to the 


hich talents of the noble viscount who was at 
ow- 9] the-head of his majesty’s councils, would 
ith be repealed also. 

who Sidmouth observed, that, from a 
red, @] tonviction of the inadequacy of the Army 
) be @ ofReserve act, ‘one of the measures of the 


give @ last administration, of which he formed a 

gest part, was to bring in a bill for its sus- 
his pension - 

| ~ The Earl of Darnley gave the bill his 
we 


Most hearty support. He congratulated 
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‘their lordships on this measure being 


additional force act, on its introduction as 

a bill into that house; so well was he 

convinced of its inefficacy ds to the raising 

of men, and also of the vexatious tendency 

of its provisions. if no other plan were 

to be substituted in its place, he should 

still feel himself bound to give his vote for 

the abolition of a system at once so nuga= 

tory and unjust. a 

Lord Hawkesbury said, that if there was 

any thing. in the bill before their lordships, 

which particularly called for his opposition; 

it was the abandonment of the principle of 
the act it proposed to repeal. If it-was an 

insulated measure, he possibly might: bé 

induced to relinquish his objections; but 
when it was notorious that it was brought « 
forward as part of a system, he could not, — 
until the whole of that system was before 
the house, be induced to give his vote’ in 
favour of it. Why did not the noble lords; 
who were so anxious now to disconnect it 
with any other measures, and discuss it on_ 
its own merits, bring it forward 3 months 
ago, when they first came into office? 
His lordship next adverted to the different 
parts of that system, as embracing the vo= 
lunteer force, the militia, and the army, 
and deprecated any change in the practicé 
of ballot, or in the usual terins of military 
enlistment. He earnestly entreated minis« 
ters to pause before they gave sanction to 
an experiment, which in its developement 
might effect the complete destruction of the 
present army. He trusted that if. they 
did persevere in it, it would be so mo« 
dified as to remove the great and ma. 
nifold dangers which would inevitably re 
sult from it. The military establish- 
ment, he contended, was greater by 25,000 
men than at any period of our history; 
and at no period, had such efforts been 
made for increasing the regular force, as 
during that administration of which he 
formed a part, and of which a noble vis+ 
count was at the head, when no less than 
a disposable force of 50,000 men had been 
created, in the course of a few months. 

_ The Earl of Carnarvon said he thought, 
that the Additional Force bill contained 
the greatest mass of absurdities he had 
ever known. It had not produced any 
men but by means of the illegal mode of 
putting it into execution. He thereforé 


should support the second reading of thé 
bill before the house. : 

Earl Spencer replied, and observed that, 
allowing every possible merit and effi 
ciency to the army of reserve act; he could 


before them. He had opposed 
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not approve of its revival, as it would be 
attended with the former grievance of a 
revival of the high bounties. _ 

The Earl of Kadnor stated, that his 
chief reason for voting against the addi- 
tional force act was its extreme injustice. 
Had it produced twenty times the number 
of men it did, his objections to it on that 
ground would still exist. 
Earh Grosvenor would vote against the 
act, conceiving it to be unequal, and in- 
efficient ; but would not pledge himself te 
support the rest of the intended military 
plan.—The house then divided on the mv- 
tion that the bill be now read a second 
time. 

Contents 71;—Proxies 26-- 97 
Non-contents 30;—Proxies10 40 
Majority - - - —57 

The bill was then read a second time, 

and ordered to be committed to-morrow. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, May 20. 

[{Minvtes.] Mr. Baker presented a pe- 
tition from the maltsters of Hertfordshire, 
against Certain provisions in the act of the 
43d of the King.—Ordered, on the mo- 
tion of lerd Morpeth, that there be laid 
before the house, an Account of the Es- 
timate of the probable amount of the re- 
venues and charges of India for the year 
1805-6, so far as the same can be made 
out; together with the interest of the 
debt, and the expences of the government 
of St. Helena and the Prince of Wales's 
Island.—Sir J. Newport brought up the bill 
for regulating the collection of the Irish 
revenues, and for appointing additional 
commissioners of the revenue in Ireland ; 
also a bill for the repeal of the Irish Addi- 
tional Force bill; which were read severally 
a first time.—Mr. Vansittart presented an 
account of the amount of arrears and balan- 
ces in the hands of the receivers of the reve- 
nues of the crown lands, and of the collectors 
of the land tax.—A message from the lords 
informed the house that their lordships 
had agreed to the Scoth Judges’ Salary bill, 
without any amendment.—Sir W. Geary 

resented a petition from certain maltsters 
in the county of Kent, against certain re- 
gulations of the act of the 43d of the king 
respecting the wetting of malt.—Mr. Hus- 
kisson having given notice of a motion for 
the production of a document, which 
would shew'the grounds upon which the 
board of Treasury were induced to relieve 


lord Melville from the interest “on the ba- 


lance of his first treasurership, b 
‘eave to defer that motion till the final de. 
cision of the lords should be declared, He 
iad hoped that he might be able to move 
tor this document without in any degree 
interfering either with the evidence pro- 
duced by the managers at the trial, or with 
my evidence called by the counsel for the 
noble defendant. On consideration, hows 
ever, he thoughtit would be more’ proper 
to defer his motion till after their lordships 
‘inal decision upon the case. 

[Deurs or tne Nasoss or Ancor}. 
Mr. Hobhouse moved the second reading 
of the nabobs of Arcot’s creditors bill; 
On the question that the bill be now read 
a second time, 

Mr. Whitshed Keene rose to call the ats 
tention of the house to this subject, to 
which it had hitherto paid little attention, 
though it had drawn millions out of the 
exchequer of England. By the statute 
for renewing the Company’s charter, ‘the 
public became a partner in this firm, and 
was to participate to a certain amount in 
the profits. Every gentleman, at that 
time, did expect, and the public had a 
right to expect, that the time of partici. 
pating would have arrived before this, 
This charter was a sort of deed of partner 
ship between the country and the company; 
but, although the country had _ hitherto. 
acted the part of a sleeping partner, yet 
it most clearly possessed the right of exa- 
mining into the affairs of the concern, and 
of investigating the causes which had pre- 
vented it from receiving that participation 
to which it naturally appeared to be enti- 
tled. When an object of that nature 
came before the house, it was necessary 
to look very narrowly into the causes — 
which prevented this participation. In this 
point of view, he hoped the chancellor of 
the exchequer would bestow his attention 
to this subject, as, in the present difficul- 
ties of the country, it was a serious loss, 
in a financial point of view, to be kept 
from that. participation in the revenues of 
India, to which the country appeared en- 
titled. All those who had turned their at- 
tention to India accounts, must know, that 
for these thirty or forty years past, claims 
had been continually rising up, and some- 
times suddenly bursting out, upon the re. 
venues of these princes. These claims, 
after deliberate enquiry, had been rejected 
by the India government abroad, but, ne 
vertheless, did not cease to be pressed 
upon the court of directors here. That 
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court consequently gave orders that secu- 
rity should be given for the payment of 
five lacks of pagodas due to the company 
jn 1794, but the board of controul after- 
wards postponed that claim, and gave a 
preference to the other creditors. It had 
since, however, been explained, that these 
last debts arose out of the violation of 
public orders, and had increased from 
‘gmall'to very large sums, from the extra- 
yagant interest that was charged upon 
them. From the illegal manner in which 
these creditors acted, they could not be 
said to have any just title to recover. In 
proof of this, he read an extract from the 
publications, forbidding any of the compa- 
ny’s servants to lend money 'to the na- 
five princes, at a higher interest than 12/, 
percent. and making void all obligations 
bearing a higher rate of interest. Ia con- 
firmation of this statement, he forti- 
fied by the opinion of am hon, gent. (Mr. 
Francis) who had paid great and laudable 
attention to all India subjects; who had 
passed,encompassed with the greatest diffi- 
culties, many years of his lite in India; 
and, after haying made a moderate for- 
tune by the most irreproachable means, 
returned to this country with a character 
msullied and uncontaminated by the vices 
and abuses which he left behind him.— 
He then dwelt upon the various obligations 
and letters of attorney granted by the prin- 
ees of Arcot, to Germans, English, Greeks, 
Armenians, &c. which, after being rejected 
by the government in India, stood, for a 
time, at a discount of 99/. per cent. 
After all, however, by these proceedings, 
upwards of five millions were actually taken 
ontof the pockets of the several nabobs, 
» He believed, that of the debts now claimed, 
| amounting to 5,000,000/. there was not 


| more than 500,000/. honestly contracted. 


_ That being the case, he trusted the house 
would not think their time misemployed in 
He did not im- 
| Plte'any improper motives or conduct to 
the commissioners. The gentleman (Mr. 
| Hobhouse), who had brought the measure 
_ forward, had for a series of years, on the 
eppetion side of the house, manifested 
&laudable jealousy of all the measures of 
government, particularly on subjects of fi- 
| Rance, and he was sure he would apply the 
| Same jedlousy to the present case. Ano- 
| ther of the commissioners had passed 25 
| Yearsin India, and done considerable ser- 
| Meetochis country without bringing for- 
| Mardany claim on the native ;oweis, The) 
| Mulwas.a gentleman, who was capale o | 


contributing vety essentially to the public 
service, as he had on other occasions, by 
his powerful talents, though his application 
of them in the share that gentleman (Mr. 
Fordyce) had in this business, did not 
appear to him in the same favourable 
light. Letters of attorney had been exe- 
cuted to him by eleven different persons of 
different nations, Armenians,; Persians, 
Germans, from which considerable advan- 
tages would be derived. It was proposed 
to appropriate 136,000/. a year to satisfy 
their claims, upon which there would bea 
profit to the individual and his heirs, of 
0,800/. per annum, until the whole should 
ve liquidated. He came next to the most 
painful part of his duty. There appeared 
in the list of the Nabob’s creditors the 
names of several persons who had held 
high official stations in the company’s ser- 
vice. Mr. Benfield had received 500,0001., 
and appeared a creditor now to the same 
amount. Another, sir John M’Pherson, 
he was sorry to find in the same list a 
creditor to the umount of 102,000/, (The 
bon. member here proposed to have a re- 
pert made by a select committee in 1785, 
on the transactions, of the Carnatic read, 
with a view to shew the grounds upon 
which such claims rested.) The clerk had 
proceeded a considerable way in reading 
the report, which commented with some 
severity on certain transactions relative to 
the Carnatic, in which the gentleman refer- 
red to was concerned, when 
Mr. W. Dundas submitted, whether it. 
would be desirable to have the time of the 


house occupied with hearing long reports 
/read on every individual creditor onthe list? 


Mr. W, Keene apologized for occupying 
the attention of the house to so long, a 
statement, but he thought it necessary, to 
state the probable origin of the great debt 
which sw. John M‘Pherson now claimedy » 


The above, he said, was the first report «. 


that threw any great light on all the trans- 
actions in India; and he read himself'a 
few pages more, in which it was. stated, 
that sir John M‘Pherson undertook to get 
an act of parliament passed, to accom- 
modate the interests of the nabob ; at 
for that purpose came over to Englan 

and offered a present of great value to the 
duke of Grafton, the then prime minister. 
This present having been rejected by the 
duke, sir John M‘Pherson thought it might 
be more. effectually, bestowed on the sub- 
ordinate ministers; and stated to themy 
‘bat what he bad then to offer, made 


partof a much larger sum, which would 
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be subsequently given. “In fact, bribery 
was.so'much the custom of the East, that 
he could ‘not persuade the Nabob that the 
men in England were favourable to 
is cause, if they refused ‘his presents. He 
then offered to bribe the government, or 
the- public itself, for he offered, in the 
name of the Nabob, a loan of 700,000/. 
 @ither to the-treasury or. to the nation, at 
an interest of per cent., where there 
was nothing to prevent him from receiving 
what was then the current interest. It was 
fortunate for the country, that the revolu- 
tion of 1688 took place; for had such 
offers been made in the time of Charles II., 
the Nabob of Arcot could not only have 
bought ‘the Carnatic, but Bengal too. It 
was services like this, which probably 
entitled sir John M‘Pherson to be a cre- 
ditor for more than 100,000/. The hon. 
member then proceeded to state several 
instances which appeared to-him to prove 
conclusively that these debts were all of 
them contracted in pursuing measures 
which were hostile to the interests of the 
company. He concluded by dwelling 
strongly upon the case of sir Richard Sul- 
livan appearing as a creditor for a large 
mount, who was confidential secretary to 
_the government at Madras, and who, ‘be- 
ing also in correspondence with the Nabob, 
revealed to him all the secrets which he had 
heard in his public capacity, in the course 
of half an hour after he had them. He 
hoped all these debts would undergo a 
rigorous examination. 
_ ° Mr. Johnstone said, that he had not ori- 
inally intended to speak upon the ques-| 
‘tion, but could not sitsilent when be heard, 
the character of a most respectable. friend 
‘of ‘his, and to whom he owed many obli- 
gations, aspersed in this manner. He 
thought it was extraordinary that the hon. 
® gent. should have chosen to go nearly 40 


charge sir John Macpherson. As to the 
Teports on which he grounded his accusa- 
tion, there were some reports, and that 
which had been read was one, which de- 

ed no more credit than the reveries of 
Robinson Crusoe. The sense that was en- 
tertained by the country, of the conduct) 
and services of that gentleman, was di- 
rectly opposite to the statemeni in that re- 
port. Long subsequent to those transac- 
‘tions, he had been made governor of Ben- 
gal, and had introduced savings, or reduc- 
‘tions, to the amount of 1,200,000/. He 
wished all other governors of’ Bengal had’ 


|sbewn his sense of his services, by creating, 
bim a-baronet. As to what had been done 
40 years ago, it was a little hard to go so 
far back. “If, at that time, he was per 
fectly unemployed by the company, hehad 
a right to accept employment from the 
nabob.. There was another gent., hows 
ever, who was attacked, he could not say. 
in a disorderly manner, for the Speaker 
would have stopped any thing that had 
been disorderly. . He must say, however, 
that it appeared contrary to the usual 
courtesy between man and man, ‘to attack 
the character of a member of that bousg 
so! violently, in his absence, as the hon 
gent. had done, with respect to’ sir R, 
Sullivan. How could the hon. member 
presume tosay, that sir R. Sullivan had 
betrayed the trust that was reposed im him 
by the British government? How couldhe 
presume to say that, while in the service 
of the company, he had.betrayed their se) 
crets to a foreign prince? He was not pars 
ticularly acquainted with sir R. Sullivan, 
but he could not bear to hear the characs 
ters of hon. men treated in such a manner, 
As to Mr. Fordyce, whose name had also 
been mentioned by the hon. meiber, he 
must say, that he had no concern in the 
original arrangement for the payment of 
these debts. 
Mr. W. Keene, in explanation, said, he 
bad made no attack on any man, but anly 
read transactions from the records of the 
house, which threw a light on the present 
question. 
Mr. Johnstone said, this was a letter 
from lord Macartney, who had been prér 
judiced against sir R. Sullivan. ji 
Dr. Laurence expressed his surprise and 
regret, that any gent. should suppose this g 
subject had become obsolete, or ever 
would become so. It was necessary that 
that enormous mass of corruption that had 
been carried on in India, should be sifted 
and exposed. As to the distance of time, 
it was nothing ; the present debts were the 
modest remains of claims, which those who 
made them now, dared not bring forward 
at the period alluded to. He thought, 
therefore, the house and the country 
much indebted to the hon. gent. 
Keene) for what he had done ; and though 
sir John M‘Pherson had since that period 
‘been made governor-general of India, he 
thought it nec the. house should.el 
quire, why a bond for 100,000/., datedin 
1796, and given to him by the nabob of 
Arcot, should not have been brought for- 


‘done as-much good. His majesty had| ward: sooner? If it should. turn. out tole 
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for presents, contrary to law, it would be- 
come aquestion, whether it ouglit to be al- 
lowed: What had been the history of all 
those debts? It was, he said, utterly im- 
possible that any ‘man could read the pro- 
ceedings of that period, and retollect he 
was an Englishman, without feeling the 
fnixed emotions of disgust, contempt, in- 
dignation, and horror; that such proceed- 
ings should be allowed, and that 140,000/. 
a year should be set apart to liquidate 
debts, contracted under such shameful and 
profligate circumstances; He wished a 
parliamefitary commission to be appointed 
for the purpose of enquiry into those debts, 
and thought that the house should not be 
talled upon to sanction a measure that 
would permit the introduction of many 
fraudulent and unjust claims, 
- Lord Castlereagh was of opinion, that a 
od deal of extraneous mattef had been 
introduced into the discussion of the pre 
tent question. ‘The house were not now 
talled upon to sanction the aygreerhent en- 
tered into between the Last-India com- 
pany and the creditors of the nabob;. That 
agreement had already been concluded, 
and commissioners had beet: appointed 


‘Under it, who were employed in carrying 


itinto execution. This agreement had 
also been entered into by the parties who 
Were competent to formi it; by the credi- 
tors of the nabob on the one side, and by 
the East-India company; under the sanc- 
tion of the board of Gontroul, on the other. 
He could not see; therefore, how it. was 
competent for parliament to interfere with 
this agreement. The only question before 
the house was, whetlier they should lend 
their authority to the better execution of 
the agreement; by enabling the commis- 
sioners to administer oaths, for the purpose 
of rendering their enquiries more complete 
and satisfactory? He admitted that there 
Was a very considerable mixture of frau- 
dulent claims with others that wefe well 
founded: But the commissioners were 
4ppointed for the very purpose of separa- 
ling the fraudulent from those that were 
just; and the present bill was intended to 
enable them more effectually to accomplish 
this purpose; He adinitted that,the pub- 
lit were interested in the claims made on 
the East=India compahy, and might indeed 
be consideted aa parties in the agreerient. 
Bot he could not think that they had the 
tole right of appointing a commission for 
adjudicating the claims of the creditors, 
Without the express consent and appro- 
Vou, VII: 


bation of the company; and the creditors. 


theniselves. He considered also, that the. 
interests of the public were protected by 
the board of controul; whose sanction was 
necessary to the appointment of the pre- 
sent commissioners, It was certainly just 
in itself; that some fuiid should be appro- 
priated for liquidating the debts of the na 
bob, since the East-India company, by ac- 
quiring his revenues and possessions, were 


placed in his room, and became liable for © 


his public debts: Accordirigly; a sum of 
260,000/. per annum, had been set apart 
for this purpose ; and; as the nabob was in-+ 


debted to the East-India company, in 1798; - 


in the sum of 2;800;000/., a division of the 
original sum had been made, and only 
130,000/; a year had been appropriated to 
the payment of the private creditors, It 
had appeared, that the compahy wefe 
sessed of assets derived from the naboby 
fully sufficient to provide for this anyual 
sum of 136,000/. The simple question; 
therefore; before the house was, whether 
the origital agreement should be carried 
into full effect, and the commissioners be 
enabled to carty on their investigations, on 
the oatlis of the parties. Thinking this to 
be the proper state of the question; and 
believing also, that the cormmissioners were 
possessed of every qualification necessary 
to conduct their enquiries “to an honour- 
able and successful termination, he felt it 
his duty to support the bill. 

Mr. Francis said, that the noble lord 
appeared to him to have delivered some 
very new and extraordinary doctrines, to 
which he wished to call the attention of 
the house; But he thought, from the pre- 
sent thinness of the house, that the distus- 
sion could not now take place im a very 
satisfactory manner, and he therefore wishe 
ed the debate to be adjourned to some 
future day... He therefore moved, that the 
farthef consideration of the bill be defer- 
red to this day fortnight: 

Mr: Hobhowse observed, that if the 
ground of the hon. gent.’s motion was the 
thinness of the house, he feared that this 
ground would not be removed by » fuller 
attetidance on 2 future occasion: But, if 


it was the general wish of the house, that . 


the discussion slisuld be postponed, he 
should not object to the motion, though he 


could.gee no reason for so long a delay-as 


a fortnight. ‘ 

Dr. Laurence said, that there wete 
veral subjects of great importance de- 
manding the attention of the house; be+ 
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sides the interval of the recess. He there- 
forethought that Friday se’pnight was the 
earliest day on which this subject could 
again come before the house.—The de- 
~bate was therefore adjourned to Iriday 
se’nnight. 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, May 21. 
{Mixvrets.] The Irish Debenture bill, 
- and the Franking bill, were read a 2d 
time.—The Additional Force Repeal bill, 
passed through a committee, and was re- 
.ported without amendment.—On the or- 
der of the day being read, for taking into 
consideration the petitions of the respon- 
dents in the appeal relative to the guar- 
dianship of Miss Seymour, the lord chan- 
cellor, after observing that cases respect- 
ing the night of guardianship peculiarly 
demanded an early hearing and decision, 
moved, that the appeal should be heard on 
Tuesday, the 3d of June. The duke of 
Norfolk suggested, that the business con- 
nected with the trial in Westminster-hall, 
would not probably be terminated soon 
enough to allow of fixing so early a day. 
The lord chancellor then proposed, that 
the appeal should be heard on Tuesday, 
the 10th of June; which was agreed to.— 
The marquis of Sligo moved for copies of 
certain proclamations issued in the West 
Indies, respecting the conquered islands. 
Lord Holland and lord Auckland objected 
to the motion, on the ground that the bill, 
to the object of which these papers refer- 
red, having passed the house, the papers 
moved for by the noble marquis could be 
of no use, ‘Fhe marquis of Sligo agreed 
to withdraw his motion, giving notice that 
he should move for the production of 
these documents in the next session of 
parliament. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wednesday, May 2). 
{Minutes.] On the motion of Mr. 
Graham, a new writ was ordered to be is- 
sued for a member for Westmoreland, in 
the reom of sir M: Le Fleming, deceased. 
—The inspector-general of imports and ex- 
ports, presented an account of sugars im- 
ported from the Virgin islands.—The Irish 
butter, and Irish Distillery bills, were 
read a 3d time and passed,—The Irish Re- 
vénue, Collection bill, was read a 2d time, 
and ordered to be committed the next 
day.—Sir J. Newport moved the ccmmit- 
ment of the Irish Customs bill, but post- 
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of Mr. Foster.—Mr. Matthews moved the 
2d reading of the General Turnpike bill, 
Mr. Giles made a few observations on the 
mode of recovering, the penalties, Mr, 
Matihews said, that persons were so ha. 
rassed in sueing for the penalties in. the 
courts above, that many of them were 
put to ab expence of 4 times the penalty, 
without the cause even being brought to 
trial; by which means the farmer was ter. 
rified to compound with the informer, He 
therefore thought it preferable to submit 
the information to two magistrates, with 
power of appeal to the quarter sessions— 
The house divided; For the 2d reading 
22; Aguinst it 27 ; Majority against the 
bill 5. 

[Poor Laws.] Mr. Whitbread rose to 
give notice, that early in the next session 
of parliament, he should have the honour 
of proposing some regulations for the ames 
lioration of the poor laws of this country. 
He hoped to be indulged in a few words 
of explanation of his intentions, beyond 
what was usual upon giving notices in 
this way. ‘The poor laws of this country, 
had grown into a system so complicated 
and embarrassing, and were become such 
a heavy and increasing expence upon the 
country, that some revision of them was 


‘absolutely unecessary. He liad had a plan 


of this nuture in contemplation for some 


years past, which had occupied much of 


his attention, but he found it extremely 
difficult to reduce to a shape, in which 
to ofler it for the consideration of parliae 
ment. One of two things seemed neces: 
sary in this case, either to simplify the 
present poor laws, by some short, cleat, 
and comprehensive plan, or to suggest 
sorne new regulations for remedying their 
defects, and checking the abuses which 
continued to obtain under them as they 
now stood. ‘To neither of these modes 
would he at this moment specifically pledge 
himself; but he should, however, early in 
the next session, propose to the house 
some plan upon the subject. 

Mr. Rose suid, that be too had had in 
contemplation, for a considerable time, 8 
proposition of a similar ‘nature, and that 
an intimation of his purpose had bea 
given to the house above two years since, 
which, however, from a variety of other 
indispensable avocations and impediments, 
he had hitherto been prevented from ul 
ging before the house. He was extremely 
glad of the intention, now avowed by the 


poned it till the next day, at the request 
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fon. member, and should be happy to 
fender to that purpose every aid in his 
ower. One part of the proposition, 
which he (Mr. Rose) had in view, was to 
provide employment for the poor, and 
thereby to render their own industry as 
éfective us possible towards their main- 
tenance. 

Mr.’ Whitbread answered, that certainly 
@ purpose so very impcrtant had not 
éscaped his attention, but would form a 
leading feature of his plan. 
{Barrack Anuses.] Lord H. Petty 
jose, and observed, ‘that before he pro- 
geeded to the statement of the business, 
of which he had given notice, he trusted 
the house would indulge him with their at- 
tention for a few moments, while he said 
something respecting what had lately pass- 
édin the house concerning the barrack de- 
partment. It would be in the recollection 
of the house that, when the hon. gent. be- 
hind him (Mr. Robson) brought forward 
gomé motions on that subject, one of them 
had been agreed to, while the previous 
question had been moved and carried with 
fespect to the others. ‘This, the house 
would recollect, had been done in the ab- 
gince of all explanation, as to the object 
Which the hon. gent. had in view, that was 
iitelligible to him, or he believed, that 
fould be intelligible to any person in the 
house. fJe had moved the previous ques- 
tion, with a view to induee the hon. gent. 
come forward with the necessary infor- 
ftation, and also with the intention, in 
case he should still refuse, to examine into 
the business himself, and find it out either 
With or without his assistance, He now 
flattered himself, that he had discovered 
the object of these motions. Tle found 
that, they related to transactions, which 
took place in 1805, respecting che barns, 
hited as barracks, in the division of San- 
down Bay, in the Isle of Wight, which 
were paid for at a very extravagant rate, 
when a building for barracks was offered at 
@nitich more reasonable expence. He 
Would, therefore, under these circuin- 
ances, propose all the motions of the 
lob. gént., respecting which, the previous 
question had been before carried, and also 
adda hew motion, which would relate to 
the barrack-master, who, it appeared, had 
lited these barus ut au extravagant rent, 
aid made an iniproper report, with regard 
the building offered us a barrack. It 
Was right that he should be called upon to 
explain his conduct, with respect to this 
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transaction. He concluded, by moving for 
Copies of the letters from Mr. Day, of 
Brading, in the Isle of Wight, to the bar- 
rack-master of the Sandown Bay division, 
and to the secretary at war, respecting the 
building of a barrack at Brading, with the 
answers to them, if anys and a lise of the 
barns, hired as barracks. In addition to 
these which had been previously called 
for, he moved for, a Copy of the report that 
had been made by major Davis, the bar- 
rack-master, relative to the proposals of 
Mr. Day, for building a barrack at Brading. 
Mr. Robson rose to second the motion, 

and at the same time to express some asto- 
nishment at the conduct of the noble lord 
throughout the whole of this business. 
Feeling it to be his privilege and right, as 
a member of parliament, to call for certain | 
documents, respecting the extravagant ex- 
penditure of public money, he had given 
4 days notice of his intention to move for 
those documents, that there might be no 
intention imputed to him of wishing to take 
the house by surprise. He accordingly 
made his motion, which he prefaced by 
such observations as he thought could 
leave no doubt upon the mind of any gent. 
who heard him, as to the object of his 
motion, and the intention with which he 
meant to follow it up. The noble lord 
thought proper to resist his motion, and to 
vote for the previous question; but now, 
when the extravagance of the barrack de- 
partment, and the extraordinary opposition 
of the noble lord to his motion for papers 
to prove that extravagance, were in the 
mouth of every man who walked the pub- 
lic streets, the noble lord himself moved 
for a listof those very documents, which 
he verily believed was a copy of the iden- 
tical motions which had been refused upon 
i former night. Really he thought it but 
reasonable to expect, that the noble lord’s 
motion this day would have been accome 
panied by some apology for a conduct so 
unaccountable. 

‘Lord Henry Petty answered, that forthe 
house he should certainly otfer no apology 
for refusing, on such grounds as it thought 
fit, to comply with the motion alluded to; 
and for himself he thought it sufficient te 
state, that he was not, on the former night, ~ 
made acquainted with the hon. gent.’s 
object, so as to justify him in assenting to 
his motion, He now ‘was acquaiated with. 
the purposes of his motion, and there- 
fore moved to tye¢tucs the papers in 
question. 
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Mr. Robson rose to _explain, but was 
proceeding to a Jength which occasioned a 
general cry of chair! chair! upon -which, 
the speaker reminded the hon. member of 
the order of the house, and he sat down.— 
The motions were then agreed to. 

[WesteInpra Accounts Lord 
Henry Petty, pursuant to his notice given 
upon a former day, of a motion for insti- 
tuting a new commission of enquiry into 
the system of military expenditure in the 
West-India islands, rose now for the pur- 
pose of bringing it forward. He. said, 
that although the immediate object of the 
motion he intended that night to propose, 
was the repeal of the act now in existence 
for instituting commissioners for enquiring 
into the system of military expenditure in 
the West-India Islands, he hoped it would 
hot be thought obtrusive by the house, 
nor altogether irrelevant to the great 

, topic of general enquiry into the expen- 
diture of the state for some years past, 
that he should take that opportunity of 

_ Stating the outlines of the measure now ip 

* the contemplation of his majesty’s govern- 
ment to bring forward, for a purpose so 
important and desirable ; and if, in so 
doing, he should fiud’ it necessary to tres- 
pass at some length upon the attention of 
the house, he should feel too high a re- 
spect for the justice and character of par- 
liament, to suppose that any apology was 
necessary on his part for calling the atten- 

‘tion of a British house of commons to one 
of its most sacred, important, and indis- 
pensable duties, namely, that of exami- 
ning into the expenditure of the public 
money, In calling, then, the attention of 
the house to this subject, he should feel 
it necessary to advert to the modes by 
which the public accounts were heretofore 
examined and controlled. Previous to 
the establishment of the board of com- 
missioners for this purpose, instituted un- 
der the auspices of a late right hon. gent. 
whom he had succeeded, the important 
office of examining and auditing the public 
accounts of the receipt and expenditure 
of the nation was vested in two officers 
of the crown, and so continued down to 
the year 1785. But those officers, like 
many others, were charged with duties so 
far beyond the reach of their exertions, 
and vested with powers so inadequate, 
that although their services were pot to be 
deemed as entirely useless, they were cer- 
tainly very itiefficient, The noble persons 
who had then, for some time, held those 
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official situations (lord Bute and lord Son. 
des), although they remembered tolerably 
well that there were salaries to be received, 
yet, in process of time, forgot that there 
were also duties to be performed; and 
though they never omitted regularly to ree 
ceive the salaries attached to their situa, 
tions, their official lassitude sunk at least 
into a total neglect of those duties. The 
consequence was, that, the business bein 

now much in arrear, the accounts, which 
accumulated during the progress of .the 
American war, became so complicated, 
and expanded tosuch an extent, as to im, 
‘press strongly upon the minds of the le- 
gislature and the public, the necessity of 
some more efficient plan of investigation, 
Foremost to participate in this feeling, the 
late right bon. gent., then at the head of 
the finances, formed the project of insti; 
‘tuting commissioners to enquire into the 
‘public accounts. The defect which had 
so long prevailed on this point was toa 
obvious to escape the observation of his 
luminous mind, He saw that the auditors, 
whose duty it was toexamine, had no aly 
thority to demand the ‘production of acy 
counts in any department, The parties 
concerned came forward, or-held back, 
entirely at their own option; and the fees of 
the officer were not in proportion to the 
vigilance he exerted in the investigation, 
but to the number of accounts he dispateh; 
ed; consequently the officer who could 
most speedily get through the greatest 
number of accounts, had the - greatest 
share of credit with the applicant, aud 
of course the greatest share of emolumenl, 
as that, in a great measure, consisted of 
a poundage upon the amount of the bills, 
Every account that came to them was dit 
patched without any other examination 
than the total of the marginal figures, The 
right hon. gent. therefore, felt it indispens 
sably necessary to rescue the accounts of 
the country from such a state of coufusion, 
and the public expenditure from the end- 
less liability to fraud and peculation, 0 
which it was exposed ; and he therefore, 
brought in this bill to suppress the offices 
of joint auditors held by the two noble 
persons before alluded to, and to institute, 
a new board of commissioners of accounts, 
But notwithstanding the Herculean lar 
|bours encountered by the gentlemen who 
composed thatboard, and notwithstanding 
the immense mass of public accounts, 
through which they waded, yet under the 


various vicissitudes in which the county, 
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been since involved, such an arrear of | to them, according to the original rules of 
ynexamined expenditure had accumulated, | their institution, but of which they had no 
as to render it absolutely necessary that} cognizance whatever. He alluded tosums 
some system of examination should be in- | issued for hospital stores and field works, 
stitated, to draw the national accounts out | which always form a very extensive branch 
ofthe confusion in which they now stood,}of the military disbursements, and for 
and, if possible, to bring up the arrear} which, during six successive years in the 
which had been so long growing, and had | late war, a suim of not Jess than 700,000/, 
at length arrived at a magnitude scarcely | annually was paid to a Mr. Trotter ; and 
qedible. Besides the five commissioners | such was the zeal and industry of, that in- 
gfaccounts who were appointed under the| genious gentleman, and such the variety of 
pill. to which he alluded, two other come-| avocations in which he was desirous of dis- 
missioners, totally distinct, were appoint-| tinguishing himself for the service of the 
ed. to investigate the military accounts ;| public, that he was, at one and the same 
buthere again accumulation had so com-.| time, the manufacturer of some of the ar- 
pletely outstripped research and industry, | ticles of stores, the purveyor. of other ar 
that the principal share of the arrears had | ticles, the contractor fur others, the comp-= 
agerued under that head. For that system | troller of the expenditure, and finally the 
of controul over military expenditure,| auditor of his own accounts; besides, ge- 
(and it was much to be. lamented it had | nerously feeling that after somuch zeal and 
ever fallen into disuse,) this country was | industry exerted for the accommodation of 
indebted to lord Godolphin, Of the sys-| the country in his own person, was 


tem established by that wise minister, so| entitled to some remuneration beyond the 


highly important and useful to the country | ordinary class of contractors, he charged 
atthat day, he should make no apology| 10 per cent. upon. the whole expenditure, 
frreading a short outline. The commis-| over and above all other profits upon the 
soners then, or, as'they were more pro-|articles so furnished! Another head of 
petly called, the comptrollers of military | account was that of Barracks, in itself an 
expenditure, took cognizance of all monies | immense field of expenditure, andon which 
isued from the treasury for military pur-|no less than nine millions had been ex- 
poses, and also of the expenditure in every | pended in the course of the late war, no: 
way, They were made parties to all con-| part of which had been submitted to the, 
facts formed tor military purposes, and} cognizance of comptrollers; and though 
they were bound to report to the treasury | the military commissioners bad it in charge 
the state of the expenditure from time to! to investigate this department, yet so em- 
time, all frauds which they should disco-| barrassed were they in. their proceedings, 
ver, and audit and countersign all military | by the complicated mass of other accounts 
acounts, the same as all other comptrol-|thraugh which they had to struggle, that 
ts. When those offices were constituted, | no part of the proceedings of the barrack 
itwas thought a hard measure to make the| department had yet been looked into. It 


fame men auditors of accounts, iu. cases} was found also, that by the principal per 


of expenditure carried on under their own| sons in several departments, many large 
and direction; nevertheless it was| sums had been issued to clerks and inferior 
deemed an useful one, as it rendered the| persons in office for minor disbursements, 
bond of responsibility still stronger. But,|of the expenditure of which. no account 
hough it appeared, that, under the plan| had been passed for years, nor any regular 
stituted: by a late right hon. gent., an communication made to the cluief officer.. 
tideavour was made to establish acon-|Such a state of accumulation in the un-: 
toul over the army expenditure, under | checked accounts called loudly for the im- 
lieauthority of persons appointed for that} mediate adoption of some remedy; and 
pitpose, yet the effect of that authority|the more so, as already, at two different 
lad, ina great degree, ceased; the per-|times, thirty-five assistant clerks had been: 
‘nsentrusted with the duty, very seldom | added to the establishment of the commis- 
tported the abuses which had accrued ;|sioners of accounts, without attaining the 
ttdatlength their authority fell so much | end so much desired, and therefore partial . 
mlolassitude and negligence, that large |remedies must now give place to. a system 
ituesof public money had been made for | more extensive and efficient. Not only in 
te service of the army, from time. to |the expenditure at home and in Europe had 
li, which ought to have been submitted | these arrears accumulated, but in the West 
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Indies also, where the abuses were so glaring, 
that in 1800 it was found necessary to send 
commissioners thither, for the purpose of 
investigation; but even then, nothing ef- 
fectual had been done, though the most 
enormous abuses were found to have pre- 
vailed. Last year, an attémpt was made 
to remedy the evil, by the appointment 


_ of new commissioners, by whom, though 


certainly much had been done, still not 
enough was done ; for though much had 
escaped the enquiry of the old board, yet 
instead of fetching up the arrears, the new 
commissioners were plunged still deeper in 
accumulation, and most enormous sums 
remained still uninvestigated. What idea 
must the house feel of the state of ac- 
counts, under the head of pay to the army, 
when they should be informed, that the 
very last account of army pay, examined 
by the board of accounts, was for 1782, 
and that no account of that nature had 
been since audited: being a period of 
24 years from the close of the American 
war. The navy accounts were also very 
greatly in arrear, and the store accounts 

y over since the period just mentioned, 
without any examination; all the expences 
of the Jast war were in the same predica- 
ment. The account of the expeditions to 
the Helder and to Egypt, and all the char- 
ges connected with them, as well as all 
subsidiary accounts with continental pow- 
ers, were totally untouched to this hour. 
One of the great objections made against 


_ the principals in the department of expen- 


diture, was their employment of super- 
Wumerary accountants, whom they en- 
trusted with large sums of money for dis- 
bursement, and the progress towards exa- 
mining those subordinate accounts was so 


' tedious, that many persons had not ac- 


counted for the sums they had received 
until ten. years afterwards, while a very 
large portion of them were unexamined, 
even to the present hour; nor had the ex- 
isting board of treasury been able, with all 
their endeavours for three months past, to 
obtain a return even of the heads of such 
accounts to be examined. ‘There were, 
besides, accounts under the examination of 
the old commissioners, to the amount of 
167 millions, not nearly gone through; and 
also a sum of 58 millions, of which thé ac- 
count had not yet been explained. Adé@ to 
this a.sum of 150 millions, under the head 
of army pay, still untouched, as well as 80 
millions“ef navy expenditure, and there 
would appeur an aggregate sum of no less 
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than 455 millions sterling, still unaceoun, 
ted for, within the last 20 years, a sum al 
most as great as the whole national debt, 
These considerations, important and im. 
pressive as they were, had already called 
for the most serious investigation’ of hig 
majesty’s present ministers, and irresistibly 
argued the pressing necessity of a full in. 
vestivation, He felt it scarcely necessary 
to represent to the house that danger to. 
the credit and stability of the public rey 
sources, which must arise from such a cit- 
cumstance as an accumulation of the public 
accounts for twenty years, and those the 
most productive in finance, and the most 
profuse in expenditure, that had ever oes 
curred in any similar period of our annals; 
which accounts remaining wholly unin. 
vestigated, with the utter impossibility that 
must arise, from the deaths of so many ite 
dividuals concerned in thosé expenditures, 
of detecting the numberless frauds, or te 
covering the innumerable debts that must’ 
be due to the government through defaults 
or peculations ; a speedy and efficient efy 
quiry ‘became necessary, not ouly for the 
sake of the public, but for the sake of the 
honest class of accountants themselves, 
whose situation, from their being liable to 
suspicion with the defaulter and the pecu- 
lator, must be peculiarly distressing. Tf 
was a fact too notorious, that this enor 
mous accumulation of unaudited accounts 
had Jong served as a shroud and a veil, 
behind which the most flagitious malversa 
tions had been screened from detection 
and punishment, while it hung, like @ 
gloomy cloud, over the heads of honest, 
and conscientious men, who were rendered 
unable, in the lapse of half their lives, to 
obtain a settlement of their accounts, and 
a final exculpation of their conduct, 
Among the many instances of this lament 
able deficiency, was the late lord Macart- 
ney, a man whose character, for honour 
and integrity, would ever stand justly high 
in the annals of bis country. While be was 
governor of Grenada, during the American 
war, a sum of 70,000/. stood charged as al 
expenditure under his administration; aid 
though he survived to a very advanced age, 
he was never able to have his accounts 
passed; a great number of persons, from 
similar causes, and impediments thereby 
created, in obtaining balances due to them, 
had been prevented from inaking good their 
titles to estates purchused for them, aud 
were thereby subjected to the most rule 
ous and embarrassing losses. Having gone 
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through these statements, the. noble. lord 
next proceeded to submit the outline of 
his remedy for these glaring evils: In the 
first place, he said it was proposed to re- 
eal both the acts under which the present 
commissioners of accounts were constitu- 
ted, and to appoint, under another act, ten 
commissioners, for the purpose of auditing 
aud coutrolling the army accounts; and the 
better to enable them to direct their in- 
vestigations with effect, it was proposed to 
arm them with the authority, which the 
present commissioners had not, of compel- 
ling, all persons, connected with the dis- 
bursements of public money, to furnish 
their accounts ; these to be distinct from 
the West-India commissioners ; and also 
of another distinct board of comptrollers 
of military expenditure, constituted upon 
aplan similar to that established under 
lord Godolphin, whose duty it would be 
to examine, in the first instance, all army 
estimatés and accounts; to watch over the 
expenditure of military funds; to act as 
the confidential advisers of the board of 
treasury, in all applications of money for 
military purposes ; to report such frauds 
a they should be able to discover; to 
have the power of calling before them all 
persons in any degree connected with the 
military expenditure, and of examining 
them upon oath. With respect to the ten 
commissioners of accounts, none of whom 
were to be members of parliament, it was 
proposed to separate them into three dis- 
tinct boards, the one consisting of four 
members, and the other two, of three 
members each; those boards to have coiw- 
munication with each other, as they might 
find necessary for the general advautage of 
the examinations referred to them; but 
by no means to mix the objects respec- 
tively committed to them. The whole 
body of accounts in arrear, were to be se- 
parated into three distinct periods. Que 
of these boards to commence with the 
ee accounts from the first of December 

t, and to bring them up clear to the latest 
period. The next board, to take up the in- 
Vestigation of the 167 millions now under 
enquiry; and the third, to take up the 
xamination of all that body of other ac-+ 
counts that have never yet been called for. 
By this means, he trusted that the whole of 
that immense mass would be gone through 
with the utmost possible expedition, and 
the affairs of the country, in these respects, 
Plated upon some regular and satisfactory 
footing. To the chief of cach vuurd, a re- 
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sponsibility would be/attached for. the cor- 
rectness of each account audited; for the 
want of which responsibility in the mem- 
bers of other boards, considerable dis. 
advantages had arisen to the country. 
Distinctly from these, the accounts of 
general De Lancey would be brought up by 
two persons specially appointed for the 
purpose. In addition to this, he had te 
state, that the expence of these commis- 
slouers was not meant to be permanent, 
nor, in fact, to continue longer than the 
exigencies of the oecasion required; and 
so soon as the dispatch of their, respective 
tasks would admit, it was intended to re- 
duce the number gradually to six, in which 
the members remaining of two boards 
would merge into the third, and aid them 
in expediting the completion of their en+ 
quiry. In case any member should die, 
government was not to have the privilege 
of a new appointment, without coming to 
parliament, and shewing that such appoint- 
ment was necessary. Having now stated the 
measure which it was the intention of his 
majesty’s government to adopt, with regard 
to the general accounts of the country, the 
noble lord proceeded to make some observa> 
tions upon the state of expenditure in the 
West Indies, the further investigation of 
which was the object of the motion of which 
he had given notice as for that day. In that 
quarter of the empire, notwithstanding all 
the exertions which bad been made by the 
two successive boards of commissioners al- 
ready appointed to examine and check the. 
progress of profusion and fraud, still the 
system had continued to be carried on by 
the delinquents, under every species of 
crime that could be subservient to their 


purpose. Forgery, perjury, bribery, and 


every stratagem which traud could devise, 
had been resorted tu; and not content with 
false charges, false returns, and flagitious 
embezzlements, they had gone so far as to 
bribe the officers of his majesty’s custems 
to sign false certificates, fraudulent in- 
voices, and other such documents, in aid 
of their purposes; proofs of which had 
been detected, in one instance, to the 
amount of no less a sum than 80,000/,, and, 
in another, to the amount of 30,000/. ace 
tually applied ip bribery, to conceal frauds 
of an evormous extent. Recurring again 
to the subject of the home commissiyners, 
he said, it was also intended to oblige them 
to report annually their progress ; and- te 
compel the auditors to pass. every account 
referred to them within eighteen months; 
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and, by every possible means, to render the 
audit of public accounts as prompt and ef- 
ficient as possible. If the measure proposed 
should-not be found amply suflicient for the 
purpose, then it would be felt the duty of 
his ‘majesty’s ministers to come to parlia- 
ment year after year, for further aid and 
advice, until the end should be completely 
attained. The noble lord concluded, by 
moving for “ leave to bring in a bill to pro- 
vide for the more effectual examination of 
the expenditure of the public money in the 
West Indies, and for the better discovery 
of frauds and abuses therein.” te he 
Mr. Rose said, he did not mean to oppose 
the motion; but he thought it necessary to 
offer a few observations, in elucidation of 
some particular points, When the busi- 
ness of the public accounts was so much 
accumulated in the American war,’as to 
throw the audit greatly into arrear, com- 
missioners were appointed to examine, 
and report what measures should be taken 
to.expedite the examination. ‘That com- 


mission was entrusted to men of great 
abilities, who exerted themselves with be- 
coming diligence ; but it did not appear 
that any alteration in the mode of auditin 
the accounts was thought necessary, til 


the administration of bis late right hon. 
friend (Mr. Pitt), to whom the credit of 
that improvement was wholly due. As 
soon as the money was issued to the public 
accountants, it was from that time set down 
against them. There was, besides, a power 
to call for their accounts and vouchers, 
and to examine both with a strict attention. 
The fact was, the duty was sutiered too 
much to devolve on the deputies; but that, 
too, was remedied by the.bill of his right 
hon. friend. The comptrollers of the army 
accounts had been always in the habit of 
examining all the issues to the army; it 
was therefore fit and proper to make them 
. parties to a final audit, with the objects of 
which they were, in many instances, so 
conversant. It wasnot the noble 
rd who had first discovered, that the ex- 
penditure for hospital stores was not suf- 
ficiently attended to. He himself had men- 
tioned it long since, and at the same time 
that there was an expence of 11 millions 
in. the: secretary at war's accounts un- 
examined and unenquired into. Thus, it 
was not Mr. ‘Frotter alone that was in the 
situation of being his own comptroller, but 
the secretary at'war. Hewas in the hear- 
ing of gentlemen, in whose presente ‘he had 
mentioned this to his late right hon: friend ; 


and traces of it would be found in the Pay. 
office. The noble lord had stated, tha 
there were 500 or 600 millions of the public 
money not perfectly accounted for, He 
did not blame any individual; but the fact 
was, that the delay of the examination of 
the regimental accounts ‘by the secretary 
at war was the cause of half this arregr, 
With 40 clerks in this department of the 
War-office, he thought it strange that these 
accounts were not made up. He would 
not say what these clerks were attending to, 
but he was sure they were not attending 
to that. The paymaster was placed ing 
most unpleasant situation by this deficiency, 
being called upon to issue money, when 
was not sufficiently warranted, and whose 
loss and discredit might eventually fall on 
him. ‘The’ other part of the expenditures, 
such as the navy, ordnance, and victual. 
ling departments, did not belong to the 
commissioners for auditing. Thus, then, 
the ostentatious statement of 500 or 600 
millions in arrear, was reduced very con. 
siderably. ‘The noble lord proposed three 
additional commissioners. He should be 
glad to appoint three and twenty, if that 
would expedite the audit. It had never 
been doubted, that the barrack accounts 
were subject to the audit. When general 
De Lancey had asked him whether they 
re he answered positively, yes. Gen, 
De’ Lancey pleaded the king’s warrant; he 
answered, that could not supersede an att 
of parliament. He had no objection to 
allow further powers to the auditors. If 
the auditors permitted their clerks to take 
fees, it was a great dereliction of daty: 
The commission of enquiry into abuses 
in the West Indies had been issued, be 
cause it was impossible these abuses tould 
be investigated elsewhere. The commis- 
sioners had made their report, and it had 
been put into the hands of the then legal 


advisers of the crown: Every thin that # 


could have been done was done. What 
ever merit belonged to the newly-instituted 
measutes, it belonged exclusively to his 
late right hon. friend. Till the accoutts 
of the secretary at war were goue through; 
the pay-master could not possibly bring up 
his: One half of the arrear arose from the 
delay in the War-oftice. The auditors 
should have the same powers to Call fot 
and examine these accounts, that they 

to call for and examine others; The re 
sponsibility of the secretary at war ex- 
tended to all the money issued for the ser 
vice of the army; and it was’ most aw 


| 
| 
| | 
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fulbresponsibility in the present state of the 


gecoants. 
“Lord Hs Petty, in explanation, said, 


‘that be’ had stated it as one of the objects 
fact of the alteration, to compel the public ac- 
nof gountants to bring in their accounts to be 


audited. It was not from the three new 
¢ommissioners, or even from twenty-three; 
that he would expect much benefit, if there 


hes were not an alteration of the principle and 
ould ofthe system, 

ato Mr. Fox, in answer to some allusion 
ding made by a right hon. gentleman, to his ha- 
ih's ving supported the original auditors, lord 
ney; Bute and lord Sondes, said, that he con+ 
a. sidered it-not very fair to quote against 
hose any’member of the house the speeches 
1 on which newspapers might have put into his 
ures mouth about twenty yearsago, 

ual. Mr. Yorke said, that he conceived the 
the # tause of the delay in examining the public 
then, accounts was, that the concerns of the 
couxtry had grown too great for those ar- 
con. rangements which might have done'twenty 
three yeats ago. About 20:years ago, as he was. 
id be @ inlormeéd, ten or twelve clerks were all that 
“that were kept in the’ War-office ; whereas, at 
iever present, there were fifty or sixty, and that, 
Sumber was found unequal to the business. 
neral Regitrental accounts were things which re-|- 
they quired very minute and accurate exXamina- 
Gen; tion; and there were now near 10,000 re- 
gimental accounts which were either to- 
a att tally unexaminéd, or examined in a very} 
on to cursory thanner, He did not, however, 
If @ that any blame was imputable to 
) take any body. If he were disposed to criti- 
duty; of the fords He would 
buses Say, that it appeared rather ‘to have been’ 
i, be Made with a view ad captandum: vilgus., 
could like eatching at popularity, 
mmis- § by SUggesting blame when hone was im+ 
ithad § puteble 
legal Mr. Secretary Windham stated the man- 
g that § which accounts were examined in) 
What? the War-office, and in which'Mr. Trotter's 
ituted Mtcourits had been' examined. At the War-|' 
io his ‘fice, they only compared the account sent, 
iwith the vouchers, and:only saw that the 
‘ough; Order was issued, and the afticles furnished. 
ingup 9 This mode of examining ‘accounts was very 
m tht 9 fat'short of what was now proposed by the. 
ditors Boble lord. 

all fot Barhurst thought he should be want- 
sy bad the’ duty he owed to those who bad 
he employed in the War-office, when’ he 
yr ex- Was at the head of that department, if he 
ie ser ff Wereto hear it said, unanswered, that there 
st awe 


PARL. DEBATES) May 21, 1806.—West-India Accounts Bill, 


whose duty it was to examine those ac- 
counts, but how they employed:themselves 
the right hon. gent. (Mr. Rose) could not 
tell. He had witnessed the great zeal and 
activity of the persoris employed in the 
War-office, and was’ convinced, that if the 
parrear increased, it was merely because it 
was impossible for them to get through all 
the business that came before them. 

Mr: Rose, in explanation, said, that he 
did not mean to say, generally, that the 
persons in the War-office neglected their 
duty; but only, that this part of their duty, 
the examining of accounts, had not been 
performed. 

Mr. W. Dundas vindicated the conduet 
of the persons employed in the War-office, 
who, as he conceived, strained every nerve 
in the execution of their duty; but the 
great increase of business was such, that 
the existing establishments were not’equal 
to its i 

The Secretary at War confirmed this 
statement, and said, that the difference be= 
tween the busiuess 20: years ago, when he 
had held the same situation, bore'no more 
proportion to the business now, than that 
rate merchant. 
Lord Castlereagh thought that the rem 
marks of his right hon. friend (Mr. Rose) 
-had beén taken up in a manner which 
did not warrant. his: right hon. 
friend complained of was, that the business 
had.been arrested in the offices to which he 
had referreds which complaint had not been 
controverted; and therefore he thought 
‘the suggestion ‘of. his right hon. friend 
should be attended to, 

Lord. H. Petty observed, that sug- 
gestion of the right hon. gentleman had 
been anticipated by the-plan which he had 
just proposed. in 

Mri Rose said, that. would not answer 
his purpose; what he wished was to estaba 
lish a complete audit. 

Mr. Robson rose to express his most 
hearty and sincere thanks to the noble lord, 
‘for having explained. so ably the atrocious 
corruption which had been carried on for 
the last twenty years, in the expenditure of 
the public’ money. He hoped and trusted 
‘the noble Jord would appoint a fourth. 
‘commission, to enquire into and return 
‘the names of'those- members of the different 
Ladministrations whiel bad, for the last 20 
-years, suffered such monstrous abuses and 


Feorruption to-exist. ‘He hoped, however, 


Were -80-or 40 clerks at the War-office, 
Vou, VIL. 


of the most inferior tradesman to the first= — 


that since the noble lord taken it up, 
x 


that | 
ear, | 
| 
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he would endeavour to prevent the like 
.from happening again. ‘There must be 
great blame somewhere, and he hoped the 
chancellor of the exchequer would take 
care to trace it to those who had incurred 
that blame.—The question was then put, 
and leave was given to bring in the bill, | 
. [Army Esrimares.] The house re- 
solved itself into a committee of supply, to 
which were referred the papers presented 
on the 15th by the secretary at war, 
_ The Secretary at War then rose to move 
his resolutions -grounded on those . esti- 
mates. The right hon. gent.,.in many parts 
of his speech, spoke in so low a tone, that it 
owas impossible to hear him distinctly. The 
estimates of the present year difiered, he 
said, but little in their amount from those 
of the preceding year. He could not with- 
hold, his tribute of praise from the jllustri- 
jous Commander in Chief, .under whose 
auspices the army had been raised to its 
present excellent state ; and which it was the 
object of his majesty’s government to pre- 
serve, and, if possible, to augment. In pre-' 
paring the estimates for the present year, 
they had turned: their attention to what.all 
men, conversant in military affairs, knew 
to be one of the great leading principles of 
economy, and that was to make the dispro- 
portion between the real effective army, 
‘and the number voted, as small as possible, 
.If it did not appear in the present esti- 
mates that there was a considerable dimi- 
nution of expence, it was because many: 
augmentations bad taken place in the 
course of the last year, particularly in the 
cavalry, the ordnance, and the waggon- 
_ train, a considerable diminution in the ex- 
-pence of which was now proposed. Inthe 
cavalry, the regiments were to be reduced 
‘from 1000 to 800. ‘The foot-guards were 
to be reduced from 140 men a company to 
aud the waggon¢train was to undergo 
-a diminution of 1728 men. | The difference 
which this would make in the estimates of. 
athe: present year would be as follows : 
Saving, by reductions in cavalry, 255,000/.; 
ditto, foot-guards, 38,000/.; ditto, waggon- 
‘train, 90,000/.; total saving by reductions, 
°363,000/. - Im the whole of the estimates 
‘(including the volunteers), there would: be 
‘ardimipution of 934,192/.; 4rom which, if 
the diminution with respect to the. ex- 
pence of volunteers was subtracted, which 
‘amounted to472,0001., there would remain 
(462;1921. as the total diminution of ex- 
.pences, in consequence ef the yeductions 
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gent. to state the items which made up this 
total, sum. 


in the cavalry, the foot-guards, and the 
waggonetrain; but he could not see what 
was to swell this sum to 934,192/. 


said that he hoped, in the course of his 
statement, to satisfy the hon. general, 
He should first proceed to state the total 
amount of our effective force at home and | 
abroad, including the troops serving ‘in In 
dia, and the second battalions. 
take their number at the following periods: 
Ist of January 3800, 240,953; 1st of May 
] 


while our army was increased by aboye 
diminished by near, half a million. His 
majesty’s goverument might therefore take 
credit for having provided an army 
much cheaper terms than their predeces. 
sors. After the head of guards and gare 
sons, the next head whieh presented itself 
but, as the Kast-India company paid the 
in the estimates. 
came under the same observations, - The 


next head was, the recruiting staff contine 
-gencies. for the supply of the army. This 


gencies, and 25,0001. for the recruiting 


should be allowed for the recruiting estab 


General Tarleton requested the right hon, 
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He could understand how 
63,000/. might be saved by the reductions 


The Secretary at War continued, and . 


He should 


$06, 250,094; making an. increase of 
10,041 men. It appeared, therefore, that 


10,000 men,’ the expence of it would be 


was, that of the regiments serving in India; 


whole expence, he should not state them 
i Next came the reepuit. 
ing establishment, for the regiments which 


had been estimated last year at, 50,000) 
recruiting establishment, 50,0001. contin 


establishment in Ireland. ‘Phe same sum 
would, be sufficient for the present, yeas, 
although a somewhat greater proportion 


lishment in Ireland, In the next head the | 
hon. general (Tarleton) would find some 
those reductions which he had been looking 
for, and that was in the general. staf of 
the army. ‘The estimated reduction wa 
54,553/., but the real’ reduction would be 
considerably more, and would, as he sup- 
posed, amount,to/90,000/. This difference 
would proceed. in a great measure fromthe 
discontinuance of the Brigadier-Generh 
to inspect the volunteer corps, whovwele 
in future to be inspected by more su 

nate officers. ‘There would be also ate 
duction in the expence of the, militia, 08 
account of the number, who entered from 
the militia into the regular army. 

next estimate he, had, to state, with great 


pleasure, was.respecting the 
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fle hoped this statement would do away 
the unfounded alarm which had prevailed 
very generally about the suposed intention 
of government towards the volunteers. It, 
would shew that as ample a provision was 
made for keeping up that body as was con- 
sistent with the rules of economy. The 
chief difference was with respect to the 
volunteer officers. was intended that 
for the future they should not in any case 
have the command of field officers of the 
Jine. When he recollected how zealously 
and meritoriously those gentlemen had 
gome forward in the defence of the coun- 
, he could hardly believe there was a 
single volunteer officer who would be dis- 
fatisfied at not being allowed the command 
over officers who had been regularly bred. 
The estimates for the volunteers were as 
follow : ‘for the last year, 1,600,000/.; for 
‘fhe present, 1,028,000/.; total of saving, 
$72,000/.. ‘This sum included 132,000/. 
for clothing, which would fall in after the 
present year. The right hon. secretary 
then read the different items which formed 
the total sum at which he reckoned the 
faving in the expences for volunteers: 
among the principal items was 298,000/, 
tobe saved by discontinuing the permanent 
duty; 50,000/. by discontinuing tlie ten 
days’ exercise when permanent duty was 
fiot required; and for discontinuing the 
Marching guinea, 198,000/. He also stated 
other reductions that would take place from 
téducing the pay of the drill serjeants from 
Is. 6d, a day to 2s. 6d. per week; as also 
in the expence of the field-officers. After 
afew general observations, he moved his 
first resolution, which was, ‘ ‘That 121,529 
“men should be voted for the regular army 
of the united kingdom, from the 25th of 
Jone till the 24th of December, both in- 
dlusive.” 
~ General Tarleton commented upon seve- 
tal parts of the statement of the right. hon. 
secretary. It was intended, it seemed, 
very much to reduce the cavalry. This 
Measure he highly disapproved of. ‘The 
late government had added two troops to 
each regiment of cavalry, and in so doing 
‘be thought they had acted most wisely. 
British cavalry enjoyed a high and de- 
‘served reputation. ‘They would be found 
most useful either in defence of our own 
country in case of invasion, or in any foreign 
expedition that might be determined upon ; 
and he therefore characterised their reduc- 
‘fon as a very extraordinary proceeding. 
“The mode by which the right hon. secre- 
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|tary had calculated the expence of the’ 


army, if the late ministers had continued,’ 
was unfair.. With regard to the diminu- 
tion of the waggon-train, the propriety of 
this was, under any circumstances, question- 
able; and, until the establishment of some 
large central depét, he thought such a di-’ 
minution highly inexpedient. Above four 
months had elapsed since the 21st of Janu- 
ary, when the right hon. gent. opposite 
(Mr. Windham) had come down to the 
house, and declared, that such was the 
dangerous situation of the country, that 
four days ought not to be allowed to pass 
without the interposition of some effective 
measure, tending to increase our military 
strength, and to put our regular army on a 
better footing. What had the present minis- 
ters done after this declaration? They had 
lived like drones, on the collected stores 
of their predecessors. To the able ar- 
rangements of the late administration, the 
country owed every advantage that it had 
derived since the present administration 
came into power. To that administration 
was to be attributed the gloriqus victory 
at St. Domingo. To that administration 
was to be attributed the capture of the 
Cape of Good Hope. And here he would 
observe, that notwithstanding the brave 
and successful exertions of the officers who 
commanded in that expedition, notwith- 
standing they had effected a landing in the 
face of a superior force, and had beaten 
that force, yet the thanks of the house had 
not been voted to them, simply, he was 
convinced, because the plan on which they 
had acted originated with the late admi- 
nistration. ‘The present Board of Admi- 
ralty had not chosen to reward sir Home 
Popham for his services on that occasion, 
because that gallant officer was not a fa- 
vourite with certain persons out of the 
house. To the measures adopted by the 
late administration, was likewise to be at- 
tributed the recent capture of the Marengo 
and the Belle Poule. In fact, although he 
trusted that the country would yet derive 
some advantage from the exertions of his 
majesty’s present government, still nothing 
was more certain than that hitherto no- 
thing had resulted from them. He had 
been accused of entertaining unreasonable 
expectations. Those expectations were 
grounded on the speeches of the right hon. 
secretary for the war department, when he 
was on the opposition side of the house ;—~ 
speeches which naturally induced the coun- 
try to loek for a new military era, as soon 
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gpeech in the house; what had ensued ? 


constitutional grant of 18 millious and a 


_ of his majesty’s present ministers. All that 


_ fo.give the speech of the right hon. secre- 


the toast of volunteers of 


tue old saying, “ In vino veritas.” From 


to. expect from him another | arvest of Cad- 
mus. Four months however had elapsed 
since that event, and nothing had been 
done. It was above two months since the 
right hon, gent..made his long military 


Let any one candidly examine the conduct 
of the present miuistry in military affairs, 
and he would find no great cause of satis- 
faction or confidence. In the first place, 
on the motion of a noble lord, a very un- 


pet had been voted for the army in that 
ouse, before the distinct appropriation 
which was intended to be made of that sum, 
had been explained. Then the army esti- 
mates were brought forward for two months, 
and then they were brought forward for an- 
other mont. The mutiny bill too was first 
passed for two months, and again passed for 
one month, All these acts were no very stri- 
king indications of the talents and foresight 


the right hon, gent. had done was to destroy 
the Additional: Force act, and by so doing 
be had “ thrown away a pearl richer than 
all his tribe.” He would not toueh at pre- 
sent upon the gigantic subject of the regu- 
jar army; but would merely make a few 
observations on the volunteer system. The 
right bon. secretary at war had complained, 
that great misrepresentation had taken 

lace of what his right hon, friend, the se- 
cretary for the war department, had said 
of his intentions with regard to the volun- 
teers, He did not know where this misre- 


presentation originated, The gentlemen, 


who reported the proceedings of the house 
for the newspapers, were generally better 
inclined to a new administration than to a 
new opposition, and were much more likely 


tary with correctness, than the speeches of 
the gentlemen who sat on the same bench 
with himself; and be believgd that the senti- 
ents and observations of the right hon. 
gent, had been very fairly stated to the 
public. He could not but notice that a 
considerable change had taken place in the 
‘tone of that right hon, gent. since he had 
vattended the great civic feast at Guildhall, 


England” was given, proving the truth of 


that moment, the tone of the right hon. 
gent, had been much lowered on this sub- 
ject. The effect had subsequently been 
Asereased by certain popular: resolutions ; 
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‘his dismission from his majesty’s service, 
The hon, general commented with great 
severity on the speech which the right hon, 


the ‘repeal of the Additional Force act, 
That speech contained infinite wit, hu. 
mour, and vivacity, and from any indiffe, 
‘rent member a have been very proper, 
and very entertaining ; but, coming on such 
au important subject from the secretary of 
state for the war department, he could not 


abounded, as in the highest degree indeés 
corous. With regard to the proposed abo, 
lition of the general inspecting officers, for 
the purpose of substitutiog the lords lien, 
tenants of counties, he considered sucha 
change as very injudicious; and on thig 
subject he was sure that he might salely 
appeal to the opinion of all who had any 
connection with volunteer corps. Emulay 
tion was excited in the present mode, which 
would, by the proposed plan, become dis 
minished, if not extinct. Nor was he & 
greater friend to the proposed abandons 


he declared that he thought permanent 
duty most essential to the volunteer syse 
tem.. In the district he commanded, yo- 
lunteers were put on permanent duty, 
under proper inspection, for 15 days; and 
so great was the influence of example, that 
although they appeared somewhat awkward 
when they first entered the field, before the 
time was expired they were fitted for mili- 
tary duty, What were the returns on the 
table? 200,000 volunteers were reported 
as fit for duty in England only; of which 
100,000 were represented as in a sufficient 
state of discipline to act with troops of the 
line. After all the lavish promises, nd- 
thing had been performed; the right hon, 
gent, must leave his airy schemes and me 
taphysical eccentricity, for wise projects, 
and sound sense, or the country would be 
left defenceless. 

Mr. Whitbread observed, that the hon 
general had talked of every thing but the 
army estimates. He had even introduced 
naval subjects, and had gone out of his 
way to cast a particular blame on‘his noble 
friend at the head of the admiralty, anda 
general blame on the whole of his majestys 
ministers, whom he had chosen to term 
drones, . He would ask whether the noble 
lord (H. Petty), from whom the house had 
just heard such a display of talents, 
shewn himself a drone ? Was bis right hom. 


and if, after all this, his former spirit should 


right hon, gent, came into power, brevive, a message might perhaps. occasion 


gent. had made in support of the bill for . 


but consider the levity with which it . 


ment of permanent duty. As an officer, 


friend near him (Mr, Fox) a drone? Was 


wom 


> 
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the right thon. secretary of state for the 


a drone, because, ‘duly con- 
sidering the magnitude and importance of 
the subject, he had not proceeded so ra- 
pidly with his military plans as the impa+ 
tience of the hon, general prompted him 
joexpect? Adverting to the hon. general’s 
supposition, that his right hon. friend’s 
tone with regard to the volunteers had been 
considerably lowered, since his visit to the 


tity; he declared, that he should think: 


him very unworthy the situation. which he 
held.in his majesty’s councils, if he allowed 
atoast given by a worthy alderman to bias 
his determination on the great military 
system which he had in contemplation. 


Butdid. he so? was his tone altered? On’ 


the contrary, all the statements made to- 
ight by the right hon, secretary at war, of 
the cessation of the Juue allowances, of the 
eduction of the expences of drill serjeants, 
ad-of the abolition of permanent duty, 
were sO many strong proofs that the tone 
of his right hon. friend remained unchan- 
gv. With regard to the observations 
made by the hon. geueral on this last pro- 
position, namely, the abolition of perma- 
pent duty, great as was his faith in the mi- 
itary skill of that hon. general, he could 

y suppose, that his right hon, friend 
lad consulted officers who were as com- 
pelent to decide on questions of this na- 
fre. The fact was, that several volunteer 
goips which had never been on permanent 
duty, had been returned by the inspecting 
feld officers as fit to act with the line, 
which evinced that permanent duty was 
Wot indispensable to the attainment of dis- 
fipline. 'Thethon. general had misunder- 
slood one part of the right hon. secretary’s 
jlatement, e had not said, that lords 
lieutenants were to be substituted for the 
piesent inspecting field officers of. volun- 
teers; but he had expressly said, that three 
major-generals were to be appointed to that 
wtvice; and thus a great part of the use- 

machinery attached to the inspection 
ifthe volunteers, would be got rid of, 
Herepeated his former sentiments on the 
tink of volunteer officers, and declared, 
atin his opinion, no rational man who 
40W commanded a volunteer corps, but 
must be rejoiced at being relieved from 
ihe responsibility which his having a com- 
mand over regular officers above the rank 
captain, had hitherto imposed on him. 
_ Lord Castlereagh said, he did not intend 
Weiter generally into any discussion on 
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principally to propose a few. questions. de. 
serving some reply, at a time when-the 
country was in so peculiar a situation, with 
the eyes of all Europe directed to it, after 
the extravagant pretentions of his majesty’s 
ministers, on the scheme of military im- 
provement. He perfectly agreed with his 
hon. friend, that the house was at present 
placed in a very peculiar situation, as well 
in its own view as in that of the count 

and of Europe, after all that had already 
taken place. When his majesty’s present 
ministers had come into office, it was the 
general impression in the country that 
some fundamental change would be imme- 
diately made in the military system of the 
country, and he left the house to judge how 
far such a fundamental change was con- 
sistent with the efficient state of the army, 
as représented in the statements of the se- 
cretary at war. So full, however, had the 
house and the country been of the expec- 
tation that some such fundamental change 
was to be brought forward, that he and his 
friends had suggested, with a view to afford 
the right hon. gent. an opportunity of matu- 
ring the measure, the expediency of passing 
@ mutiny billfor two months. The sugges. 
tian had been acted upon, and he begged 
the house now to recollect in what a situae 
tion jit wasplaced. These were the fourth 
military estimates which had beén voted 
this year, and in, order to give effect to 
these estimates, a fourth mutiny bill was 
to be passed. He asked whether any go- 
vernment had ever exhibited such an extra- 
ordinary instance of inefficiency? One 
might have expected that these fourth es- 
timates should contain some new matter, 
some indication of the measures which the 
right hon. gent. meant to produce. Yet, 
stange as it was, and must appear to every 
gentleman ia the house, the estimates now 
proposed to be voted, differed in nothing 
from those that had been voted in March, 
except in the amount of saving from the 
reduction of the cavalry. He agreed with 
his hon. friend (general Tarleton), that 
it was desirable to keep the cavalry on .a 
respectable footing ; but, from the difficulty 
that had been felt in maintaining that body 
on the full establishment, be.asserted that 
it was the intention of the late government 
to reduce them, according to the plan now 
proposed, to 800 rank and file each regi- 
ment.. After all the parade, or rather 
farce of such frequent delays in the pro- 
duction of the promised measures, the 


Meimilitary policy of the country : he rose ; 


present proceeding would have the eflect of 
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shewing to Europe, that there existed an 
extreme jealousy between the parliament 
and the government, when such short mu- 
tiny bills were passed. The present mea- 
sure was not calculated to give the parlia- 
ment or the country any idea of what the 
principles or prominent features of the 
proposed measures were, And here he 
begged to ask the secretary at war for ine 
formation respecting the subject of the vo- 


funteers, with regard to whom, consider- | 
able apprehensions had been excited by the 


speech of the right kon. gent., and not- 
withstanding the efforts, that had since 
been made to explain away the infpression 


roduced on the public by that speech, the’ 


Statements made that night were not cal- 
culated tg remoye them; but on this sub- 
geet he should take another opportunity of 
speaking more at large, and in consenting 
to vote the estimates in this instance, he 
begged not to vote them otherwise than as 
matter of account, and not to preclude 
himself from reverting to the subject on a 


‘future occasion. The economy under the. 


head of volunteer expenditure he consi- 


‘dered as a contemptible consideration. 
| “Fhe object of the right hon. gent, seemed 


to be to break down that respectable 
body, and to get rid of them as an ef- 
fective part of the military defence of the 
country. When the right hon. gent., in the 
“present instance, affirmed that they had no 
designs upon the volunteer system, but rae 
‘ther wished to support it, they were only de- 
fending themselves: against the indignant 
feelings of the public. But, as the right hon, 
gent. had intimated to the house, on the day 
when the noble lord near him (lord Howick) 
had brought forward his propositions for an 
increase of pay to the navy, from the admiral 
down to the seaman, bis intention to advise 
his majesty to recommend asimilar augmen- 


_ tation of pay to the army, some estimate of 


the amount of such augmentation ought to 
have been submitted to the house, and, ifany 
substantive object, beyond the unnecessary 
parade of such an intimation was intended, 
“the noble lord would have to provide for it 
by a supplemental budget. If this were 
‘to have been matter of separate considera- 
“tion, the estimates now proposed might as 
‘well have been submitted to a final deci- 
sion in March last, The expence of the 
projected training, which he looked upon 
as the most burthensome part of the plan, 


‘ought to have been included in the esti- 


mates, Was the house ever to be informed 


~of the mode of proceeding of the. right 
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hon. gent.? On the first day of the session, 
at a critical period, the consideration g 
an important question could not be defer, 
red beyond the day fixed; and yet four 
months had now elapsed since the gentle. 
men had ¢onte into office, and the only 
thing they bed done, the only symptom of 
life that had appeared during their minis: 
terial existence, was to bring forward the 
repeal of the Additional Force acts, by 4 
bill, contuining the detestable clause te, 
lative to the re-payment of the penalties, 
The {sish chancellor of the exchequer, 
had also brought in a bill for allowing the 
Irish militia to volunteer their services to 
this country; and as that was 4 measur 
which he bad himself supported, the hon, 
baronet had his thanks for it; though from 
every thing the right hon. gent, had said on 
the subject formerly, it did not appear to 
haye met his approbation. If government 


could make up their minds on the subjett, 


and he thoyght they were at present trem 
bling between the difficulties of the coun 
try and the projects into which they: bad 
rashly precipitated themselves, he imple 
red ministers, and particularly the right 
bon. gent. (Mr. Windham}, to inform the 
house what proceedings he meant to adopt, 
and not to bring forward their measures 
oné after another, whereby the atteption 
of the house might be exhausted, He 
asked of his majesty’s ministers also fo 
state, when they meant to bring their mee 
sures forward, and to allow sufficient time 
between their introduction and their find 
decision, Ye wished them to give the 
house time to consider a ubject, which 
had taken them two months to make 

their minds upon, after the disgrace a 

ignominy of coming so often with estimates 
to parliament. He did not think it far 
for ministers to take credit for economy at 
the expence of the late government. The 
reduction in the cavalry they would have 
carried into effect, but the reduction of 
the waggon train he disclaimed. The state- 
ments. were founded on a false principle 
of economy. He called on the right hon. 
gent. to state in what parliamentary on 
he meant to bring forward his plan for I- 
mited service, which was to alter the whole 
system of the army, whether in a sepatale 
act, or in the mutiny bill ; and if in the 
latter shape, he trusted he would bring t 
forward in a manly mauner in the face af 
the bill, and not attempt to introduce # 
sculking into the bill at a late stage of Is 
progress. He could not see what miisie™ 
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pad done since they had been in office, ex- 
pt explain. away the impressions produ- 
ced by the speech of the right hon, gent. 
Mr. Secretary Windham said, the noble 
jord had railed in a very good style; his 
terms. were strong, and well selected for his 
purpose. ‘Had there been as much sound 
argument as there was coarse abuse, it 
would bave been one of the most powerful 
harangues that ever was delivered in par- 
liament. At the same time he could not 
help saying, that the points in, his speech, 
10 which it was necessary to make any re- 
ply, were but few in number, and required 
but lithe exe:tion of mind to answer. It 
was curious to notice the manner in which 
the noble lord, and the hon. general beside 
him, happened to support each other in 
opposition, ‘The noble lord concurred 
with the hon. general, in condemning 
what he called a false economy with re- 
spect to the arrangement of the cavalry ; 
and yet he claimed credit for the contem- 
plation of a similar arrangement on the part 
ofthe late ministry. Now it was impossi- 
ble that the noble lord’s, argument upon 
this subject should cut both ways ; the door 
must be either shut or open. Asto the noble 
lord’s allusion to the sentiments uttered by 
him (Mr. W.) on a former day respect- 
ing the volunteers, be had only to state, 
that the sentiments ascribed to him by the 
noble lord and ‘others were materially diffe- 
tent from those which he had really ex- 
gt Any opinion the house had beard 
m him on the occasion referred to, still 
Temained completely unchanged, and the 
Misrepresentations of his. opinions, which 
had gone abroad. should not disturb him. 
They must pass away with the common ca- 
Jamnies of the day. If asked what he 
Meant to do with the volunteers, he would 
answer—to leave them precisely where they 
were, with some exceptions. which could 
bot be injurious to their efficiency, their 
character, or their feelings, while they 


must tend to the.public benefit. The vo-|. 


lunteers were not to be deprived,of their 
adjutants, their serjeant-majors, or their 
drill-serjeants, who were material to their 
discipline. If it were proposed to impose 
any burthen, or offer any offence to the vo- 
dunteers, then the clamour raised upon the 
subject might be excuseable. . Instead, 
-however, of calling upon them to be more 


frequent in their attendance on parade, or 


‘perform an increased duty, it. was propo- 
ised to remit their attendance, and call upon 


#hem to do duty much less frequent.y than 


heretofore. How then could the clamour 
against the proposed arrangements be at alt 
justified ? With regard to thé noble lord’s as- 
sertion, that the whole of the plan he had the 
honour of submitting to the house should be 
taken into consideration altogether; he 
| protested against the justicé of that asser< 
tion. For, although he had thought pro- 
per to open the plan altogether, it did not 
follow that the several parts of that plaw 
might not be separately considered. In= 
deed, it was in fact right and necessary tha 
these parts should be carried into execution 
sertatim. To the question put by the nos 


meant to be followed upon the measures 
under consideration, he was ready ta an- 
swer, that the point of enlisting for a 
limited term would be first submitted to 
the house. Of this project, one part of 
it was intended to be introduced in the 
shape of a clause in the mutiny bill, and 
the other would be proposed in a separate 
act relative to the arrangements for Chelsea 
Hospital. In the first part it would be 
obvious to the house, that the purpose was 
to leave as much as possible to the direc= 
tion of future governments, in order that 
they might be at liberty to form any new 
engagements with the soldiery which might 
be deemed advisable. But the latter past 
respecting Chelsea, it was proposed to 
‘make a permanent regulation. The other 
part of his project, relative to the traiyiag 
‘of the people for the militia (with respeag 
to which he only meant to prolong the sus- 
pension of ballot already existing) and the 
volunteers, would naturally follow the 
consideration of the project he referred to. 
It was his intention to bring forward the 
| first and most material part of the system 
he had described before the holidays, in 
order that there should be a full opportu- 
nity of examining it during the recess, 
and at an early day after he would propose 
to bring forward the discussion. 

Mr. Perceval contended, that he had not 
misrepresented the right hon. gent., whose 
subsequent’ explanations had, however, 
materially softened the sentiments he had 
ofiginally expressed. He insisted that the 
right hon. gent. had declared himself an 
enemy to. the ballot, insomuch that when 
[he found himself under the necessity of re- 
sorting to it, to enforce his training system, 
to avoid the odious word, he had prefer- 
red to use the word “ lot,” leaving out 
the syllable * bal.” When it was recol- 


lected that the right hon, gent. had com- 


ble lord, as to the course of proceeding. 
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pared the’ volunteers to painted cherriés 
which none but simple birds would take 
for rea} fruit, and that he’ had’ compared 
those who had encouraged the volunteers 
to children planting sticks and then stippo- 
Sing they had planted’ trees, it would not 
be deemed uncharitable in them to’con- 
clude that he was not friendly to the vo- 
lunteers, The right hon. gent. had said 
he had used the word “ relax” for “‘re- 
mit,” with respect to the discipline of the 
volunteers, but it mattered not which he 
‘used, a8 éither would be ruinous to the 
Bysteti. It would be an injury to the right 
hon. gent. to. suppose that he had been 
misrepresented with respect to the 
teers ; because, if his object were to destroy | 
their institution, his measures were ra- 
‘tional; whereas, if he was inclined to en- 
Courage and support them, his’ measures, 
were irrational, they being calculated to’ 
produce their destruction. 
Mr. Secretary Fox rose just to say a few! 
awords on what had fallen from the learned: 
gent. who had just sat down. It was not) 
necessary to review what had taken place’ 
‘in a former debate respecting the’ misrepre- 
sentations of the sentiments of his right 
hon. friend. There was no great gramma- 
tical difference, he admitted, between “ re- 
“Tax” and “ remit,” but they might be used 
‘so as to have a far different import. It 
was rather extraordinary that the use of 
the word “ relax” by his right hon. friend, 
‘should still be adverted to, especially as 
on the very day when he had so expressed 
_ himself, he had explained what he ‘had in- 
‘tended to say. It reminded him of an old 
saying, “ that there was sometimes no bet~ 
ter way of uttering a falsehood than in the 
words of truth.” In the long parliamen- 
tary experience he had had, he had never 
“known any speech so misrepresented, and 
so industriously circulated, as that of his 
right hon, friend. The misreprésentation 
had been circulated over the whole coun- 
try. He had liad correspondence ‘on the 
subject from various quarters. Amongst 
others he had a letter from a respectable 
_gentleman, which would throw some light 
‘on the question. The letter adverted to 

Mr. Windham’s plan, and a sup- 
posed prevalent opinion that the’ volun- 
“teers were of no use whatever; which the 
‘writer denied, asserting, that only three 
things were wanting to make them a valu+ 
‘able, serviceable, and efficient force,—to 
take away permanent duty, the June allow- 


Do all‘ this, ‘it was added, and you’ wif 
improve'the volunteers, Now, it happeney 
that'these were precisely the measures pq | 
posed by his right hon. friend, who fad 
been’ represented’ as decidedly hostile tj 
the vohinteer ‘system. The grand object 
of ‘his right hon. friend had: been to 
blish a regular military force, equal to the 
demands Ee the country; and if the volug 
teers could ever become such a force; they 
all the military bills which the house hid) 
from time to‘time, passed, were in them 
selves unnecessary, and fraught with 
ranny and ‘oppression. But; in hig opi 
nion, a regular army, equal to the demands 
of the country, in the present situationg 
Europe, could’ never be formed without 
such means. The volutiteers could 
be'considered as a subsidiary force; andit 
was certainly his wish that they shoulda 
main etnbodied, to assist in the protectis 
of the country, notwithstanding the altem 
tions that’ proposed to be madéih 
their system. No man ‘hada higher 
spect for the volunteers. than he had¥'and 
‘he should be’ extremely sorry were-the 
proposed measures to’ have ‘the’ effectof 
depriving the country of their sérvices it 
that capacity; though he must comtinuet 
think that the proposed savings iw tat 
part of ‘our military system ‘were of grea 
importance, and at the same’ time tiotcal- 
culated 'to do it any injury. ‘With regard 
|to his:right ‘hon. friend, he must’ say that, 
‘in his opinion, he was the best qualified 
for the ‘office which he now held, of ay 
man i the country; and ‘he hat io 
that not many years would elapse below 
the country in general entertained the sii 
opinion. ‘With respect to the levy 
masse, it had been said that some estimate 
of the probable expence attending it should 
have been laid before the house. ~ Butea 
culations could not be accurately male 
‘respecting ‘a measure which’ was ‘perfectly 
new, and which it was also: uncertain 
rwhether parliarent ‘would adopti ‘With 
‘regard’ to the time when the’ discussion ol 
'the plans of -his right hon. ‘friend’ should 
‘come ‘on, ‘he suggested that the fepottdl 
‘the committee might be received’ the nett 
day, ‘and the matiny bill might ‘then ® 
brought up and read a first time, and aa 
cond ‘time on Friday next. On the fit 
‘day’ after the recess, the bill might be dit 
‘cussed in-a committee of ‘the whole hows, 
‘and particularly thet’ clause of it 
respected ‘the limitation of service. “Of 
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‘trusted that Friday se’nnight would not be 
objected to. On the whole, he considered 
tlie new system proposed, as not so’much 
roductive of immediate advantage, as 
calculated to promote the future good of 
the army, and to place it on a better foot- 
ing; and he trusted that the present ad- 
ministration would, at no distant period, 
be acknowledged to have performed a great 
“ service to the country, if they should be so 
fortunate as to carry it into execution. 
_ Mr. Canning entered at some length into 
a defence of what had fallen from his hon, 
and learned friend, and contended that he 
was not chargeable with those misrepre- 
sentaticns ascribed to him. With regard 
to the panegyric which the right hon, se- 
eretary had pronounced on his friend, it 
wes rather curious to remark, that after he 
bad delivered a similar encomium on an 
hon. gent. (Mr. Francis) intimately ver- 
sant in the affairs of India, that hon. gent. 
had left the treasury bench, and seated 
himself on the opposite side of the house. 
He thought that the military plans were 
introduced too tardily, and now proposed 
to be discussed with too much precipita- 
fion. After the long delay which had 
taken place since their first proposal, peo- 
ple were now asking whether they would 
_ take place at all or not; and to fix on Wed- 


would be taking the house by surprise, 
since many members would not have. re- 
turned after the holidays, on that day. 
He wished also that it should be under- 
ttood, when the discussion took place, that 
the whole system proposed should be 
brought under review. He suggested that 
the first Monday. after the recess was the 
‘Very earliest day on which the discussion 
gould with any propriety come on. He 
itertained doubts whether a call of the 
house might not be expedient, preparatory 
8 decision on one of the most important 
Meusures that ever came before parliament, 
and-in that case it could not come on in 
than a fortnight. The protraction of 

discussion which had already taken 
place, should not now be remedied by pre- 
cipitation, He thought it would also have 
been but fair, that some estimate should 
lave. been laid before the Louse by the 
tight hon. secretary, of the expence likely 
lo be incurred by the additional pay to the 
amy, and by the levy-en-masse. Were a 
flatement of this expence to be laid before 

house, he believed that those savings, 
forwhich ministers took so much credit to 
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besday next &s the day for their discussion, |. 


pice would be nearly done aways 
It would appear that what was retained by 
the one hand was given away by the other, 
He_ridiculed the idea of substituting three 
itinerant major-generals for inspecting the 
volunteers, in the room of those inspectors 
at present employed; and concluded with 
observing, that whenever the discussion on 
the clause in the mutiny bill should come 
on, he would take that opportunity of de- 
livering his sentiments on the whole com- 
bined system. 

Mr. Secretary For, in explanation, said, 
that he would certainly take the sense of 
the house, whether the Mutiny bill should 
proceed to a committee on Friday se’n- 
night, if any opposition was made to that 
proposal.. - It was perfectly in the right 
hon, gentleman’s option to debate the clause 
in what manner he pleased; but he must 
not be angry if he and his hon. friends 
should decline replying to any speech which 
he might deliver, that appeared to involve 
topics extraneous to that immediately be« 
fore the house. Since the union with Ire- 
land, no call of the house had taken place; 
and he could not see that it was called for 
by the present measure, in preference to 
others of equal importance that: had been 
discussed in the house during the last 
session. 
Mr: Yorke was anxious that more time 
should be granted: for he was not aware 
of what clauses might be proposed in the 
Mutiny bill; or what was the ultimate de- 
cision of the right hon. gent. respecting 
the leading features of his plan. What 
was the term and limit of service that was. 
to be proposed to men when enlisting? 
Were they to have the powers of claiming 
their discharge in time of war? Was it 
equally to affect the cavalry and artillery 
with the rest of the army? Was it to ex~ 
tend to the army now existing? Surely 
these were important and complicated 
questions, to the discussion of which gen- 
tlemen could not be expected to come pres 
pared so soon as Friday se’nnight.. - 

Mr. Secretary Windham fully admitted 
the right of the right hon. gent. to put 
such questions, and replied, that the limi 
tation of service was meant to apply to the 
corps of artillery; and the cavalry, as well 
as the infantry of the regular army. With 
regard to the period of .war, and when on 
foreign service, he had proposed that an 
addition of six months to the stipulated 
term should take place; and it might, pere 
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tension of perhaps two or three years to 
this period ‘in tinie of war. © But he wished 
to bave it always distinctly understood, 
that there was a period beyond which, even 
in war, the service of the'soldier should not 
be extended. With regard to the inspec- 
tion of the volunteers, he had at first. 
stated, that they should be under the su- 
perintendance of the county-lieutenants, 
but he had not meant to exclude the in- 
spection of military officers. Respecting 
additional pay to officers of the army, he 
thought it would be most propér to'state 


his idea on that subject on a future ocea-| 


sion. It was one in which the house must 
be guided, not merely by its liberality, but 
also with a vieW to the great numbers, and: 
the Gonsequent great increase of expence ; 
and, therefore, it- would not be 
encourage too sanguine hopes. ; 

Mr. Yorke wished for a clearer undeér- 
standing of the right hon. secretary’s views. 
At present he understood him that his plan 
of limited service extended to the cavalry 
and artillery, and was for seven years. 

Mr. Windham observed, that the term of 
seven years did hot apply to those branches. 

Mr. Yorke observed, that he anderstood 
the @xtension in time of war was to tak 
place for two or three years. } 

Mr. Windham saw no reason to think the 
Original time stated by hit would be al-. 
tered, but that an extension in the power 
of the crown, in time of war, might be 
made without prejudice to the general ef- 
fects of the measure. The time he had 
stated for the artillery was twelve years. 

Sir James Pulteney was of opinion that 
the volunteers would lose more by the de- 
cay of their discipline, than the country 
could gain by any savings proposed. He 
conceived that permanent duty was highly 
necessary to the improvemet of their dis- 
cipline, and that*some kind of military in- 
spection Was also indispensible. As to the 
ballot, he was glad to find that it was not 
to be absolutely abolished, but he feared 
that even its temporary suspension would 
FYevider it more difficult to resort to it again. 
As to the allowance for clothing to the 
volunteers, 30s. was too little, and 20s. 
wholly inadequate, 

Mr. Hiley Addington observed, that the 
allowance Was only 20s. from government, 

- and that government could not have com- 

m. ‘ted itself on that subject, though three 
years ufterwards, if the sitwation of the 
country remained the same, the same al- 
Jowance might be requisite. He could not 
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the house being taken by surprise ‘upon 
ten days’ notice; particularly when he recgle 

slected the same gentlemen proceeding | 
lust’ year twenty-four ‘notieg 
‘to the restinding of the resolutions of the | 


house, - 
regiments ? 


lunteers. 


whole of the August‘allowance, 
Mr. Windham said: that 30s. was the als 


was therefore no reduction. 


scriptions were liberal, and the géneral zeal 
came in aid of the. funds necessary for thé 


expected that the’subseriptions, would con 
‘tinue, or that gentlemen would again bé at 
the very great-expence they had Ancured 
for the volunteers, with which they werd 
connected. How then was: the differenced 


establishment last without provision fori 

Mr. Spencer Stanhope confirmed the ob 
servations of the hon, member, and said 
‘that unless something was done to defray 
the expence, the volunteers must disbaid 


done. 

Mr. Rose said, it was impossible that 
corps should be supported in the manner 
they first were raised, and provided with 
funds. Twenty shillings in no case could 
clothe aman. He knew so by haying tried 
in the cheapest manner; and coat, waist 
coat, and breeches, independent of other 
articles, cost 24s. 
fore, to hear of confining the allowances 
when the corps must be obliged to be dist 
banded for want of funds. And to tit 
was added the discouragement held outby 
the plan proposed. ‘Their feelings aud 
their circumstances must operate to the 
overthtow of the system; and if the volum 
teers had not complained, it was becaus 
their officers had used their utmost efforts 
to ipiduce them to wait, in the hope that 
some alterations would take plate in the 


plan that had been opened to thre 


‘understand how gentlemen could takyf 


General Tarfeton wished to 
was: intended respecting W 


Mr. Rose stated that allowances 
Jatger than 20s. had beén. made ‘to fo. 


Ay | 
Mr. H. Addington said, that 20s. was the » 

lowance in June, and 20s. in August; ther 
‘Mr. Matthews said, that unless the 

lowances to the volunteers were kept bp, 


increased, it was impossible the, estas 
blishment could be kept up. At first, sube> 


support of the corps; but it could note ; 


to be ‘made good, and bow could te: 


of themselves, though nothing elée;wett 


It was strange; there 
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¢ § » Mx. Windham: said, every. body, knew{teer system, that this system was-likely to 
a how the volunteers. were raised and sup-|dissolve, not because any such measures 
yy ported; but was it proposed that govern- | had-been proposed by his right hon, friend, 
ig ment should make up all the expence but because an increase of allowance was 
which would be required: in cousequence} not to be made them ; which increase had 
ie of the failure of other funds? Clear it was;| never been proposed or held out.to them 
mY from what had been said, that if the yolun-| at any former period. Ps 
at teers disbanded, it was by the force of cir-|_ Lord De, Blaguiere observed, that though 
cumstances, and not from any thing goyern-|tbe want of means might tend to. reduce 
ment had proposed. the volunteer establishment, he. did not 
ch. ‘Mr. Spencer Stanhope had not meant to} think it could be denied, thet certain of 
re contend, that government should maintain | the regulations of the new plan (some of 
the whole vojunteers when their subscrip-| which he approved) would operate.as dis~ 
thé — tions failed; but it would be dangerous toj.couragements to the volunteers, and to 
let the whole disband themselves; and|the subscriptions too, which .otherwise 
als. therefore an additional allowance, at least | might have’ come to their aid. 
ere MH to seme of them, was necessary. Atthe| Mr. Spencer Stqnhope restated his former 
= breaking out of any new war, our reliance | argument, that farther allowances musi be 
must be on the volunteers, and therefore | made to the volunteer corps, if the system 
0p). | the spixit should be cherished and the sys-| was to be kept up. And, what was to be 
sas tem. maintained. allowed, should be so apportioned as to 
sub Dr.. Laurence said, it now clearly ap-| keep, at least, part of the volunteers: to- 
aeal peared, that those who bad-been so long|gether. He gave an instance of the ala- 
thé extolling the volunteers,- and charging | crity of his own corps in the West Riding 
8: H others with underyaluing them, now ad-jof York, which, on a false alarm, mus- 
cond mitted that the system would be at an end|tered, and partly marched 14 miles within 
at @ itself, without large public’aid ;.so, it, was|fifleen hours, and out of 600 men only 
got what government did, or proposed, that }9.were absent. . He said,- that permanent 
werd used the volunteers to disband. It was | duty was more agreeable to the volunteers 
expressly stated that they must disband, if| than duty at home. - 
the @ they did not obtain support from the public} Mr. Matthews repeated, that it was ne~ 
i cessary something should be done for the 
be Mr.. For could not but gbserve, that} support of the volunteer corps, if they 
e ob- this was giving a new and important turn| were tobe kept up. He complained of a 
said, Wthe debate. It was.no longer the plan] certain report from an inspecting officer, 
efray and speech of his right hon. friend that had | respecting the coips which he commanded, 
sband discouraged and disgusted the volunteers ;}and which was printed and ,og the table. 
‘were Dut,it would now appear, that if they are} He said that it had been altered, and 
. i Wteceive only the same allowance that} things put in, which were aot in the origipal 
that Was granted them by the former admini-| he had seen. . 
one Hi sifation, they must go right about and dis-}| General Tarleton stated, that it was an 
{with baad themselves.: as it then the error that bad crept ia, and he had taken 
could @ the right hon. gent. now no more, to| care to have it corrected and announced in 
tried increased that allowance, and. that| the district. 
waist? tider a conviction, that without such an} The Secretary aé War remarked, that the 
othe? ietease the volunteers would not continue} report alluded to bad been printed from 
ther ihtir services. Indeed, the former admi-| the originals, sept to the adjutant-general’s 
ances @ istration felt this difficulty; and Mr, Pitt,|-office, and if there was an error, ik must be 
be disé i like every man of sense, must have fore-}an error of the press. 
o tht en what it would ultimately come to;| Mr. Shaw-L¢feore said a few words about 
outby Hf hit did-the late administration come for-|the reports of inspecting officers, some of 
and yard and propose such increase? Hel which were offensive to, the feelings of the 
to th hight therefore. congratulate himself, and|volunteer corps. 
volum @ listight hon, friend, that, after all the hue} Mr. Ryder knew. the question of farther 
jecaus® HM thd cry that had so industriously been|issue for clothing the yolunteers had been 
efforts against his measures, as tending to Lunder the consideration of the late govern- 
ye that Hi dicqurage and disband the volunteers, it| ment ;~but nothing was decided. It could 
‘in the HE how was, confessed by those who repro-jnot be doubted, however, that Mr. Pitt, 
juste” as so destructive of the was so convinced of the utility of the 


| 
| 
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‘volunteer establishment, would have taken 
measures to support it, ff he had seen them 
necessary. At any rate, he would have 
done nothing to discourage them, or to in- 
jure their discipline, which the measure pro- 
posed unquestionably did. As to the ex- 
pence, it would be found that the proposed, 
train-bands would cost more than all the 
‘saving on the volunteers, without being so 
‘efficient. 


'- Mr. For replied, that he knew not what |” 


‘Mr. Pitt would have done; but he com- 
plained of the disingenuous mode of de- 
‘bating the business that was practised by 
gentlemen on the opposite side. If the 
plan proposed tended to destroy the volun- 
“teers, it was but fair to state that as an 
objection ; but it was unfair to object to 
that as a fault of ministers which they had 
‘nothing as yet to do with, and was part of 
‘Mr. Pitt’s system, 

Mr. W. Smith said, in the place where 
the lived, it bad long since been notorious, 
that if the volunteers did not get assistance, 
they must disband for want of funds. 

Mr. Ellison declared, that the plans of 
the right hon. gentleman had caused the 

- utmost disgust throughout the country and 
among the volunteers. 

Mr. Windham replied, that if that effect 
had been produced, it must have been by 
‘misrepresentation, 

Mr. Ellison asserted, it was from what 
he had heard in the house, and what was 
circulated in the newspapers, and not by 
any misrepresentations.—The resolutions 
‘were then read and agreed to; and the 
‘house being resumed, the other orders of 
‘the day were disposed of. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Phursday, May22.- 
_| [Mrnvutbs.] The Bishop of Killala took 
the‘oaths and his seat.—The Irish Spirits 
‘warehousing bill was: read a second time, 
and committed for-the next day.—The 
‘Trish Debenture bill passed through a com 
‘mittee, and was reported.—The committee 
on‘ Sir John Gordon’s Divorce bill was 
“postponed till that day three weeks.— 
“The Lord-Chancellor stated, that the cause, 
‘of Graham of Gartmore, inst Isabella,’ 
Countess of Glencairn, stood appointed for 
“hearing; and that, as the respondent was 
‘his ‘sister, he desired ‘their lordships’ per- 
“mission to absent himself from the house 
“during-the discussion. His lordship then 
‘withdrew, and Lord Ellenborough called jn 


ithe appellant. The further consideration 
was then postponed till the next day.— 
The lord chancellor having- resumed the 


day.—The Franking bill passed through a 
committee, and was reported. : 


Bitx.} On the motion for the third read 
ing of this bill, wie ik 
Lord Eldon rose and apologized fo 
troubling their lordships; but, having been 
a member of the two administrations in 
which the bills were passed, which were 
now proposed to be repealed, he thought it 
his duty to state shortly his reasons for 
voting on the former night against this 
measure. The Additional Force bill, -he 
observed, had ‘been resorted to in conse 
quence of the enormous price which at 
length came to be given for substitutes 
under the Army of. Reserve act, and, 
compared with the latter act, with respect 
to penalties, it was lenity itself. He could 
not, however, conceive the reason why the 
penalties under the Additional Force act 
were to be given up, and the money als 
ready paid into the Exchequer to be fe 


‘}turned, whilst, at the same time, the fines 


remaining under the Army of Reserve act 
were to be enforced ; which latter act was 
also repealed by the present bill, thou 

scarcely a word had been said about it. 
He. would not advert to measures which 
were not before the house, or to places 
which had not been mentioned in that 
house ; but if the army was to be left for 
its supply to ordinary recruiting, such a 
measure was directly in the teeth of the 


Jexperience of several years past, and, be 


was convinced, would be insufficient for 
the intended purpose. He could not help 
also remarking, that notwithstanding the 
charges against the administration of which 


efficiency, yet those who had succeeded 
them had proposed the repeal of a measure 
for recruiting the army, without being pre- 
‘pared to bring forward any substitute in its 


The Earl of Rosh thought the noble 


vision in the bill, relative to the fines un : 
the Army of Reserve act, which, in his op!- 
nion, only applied to the fines imposed 

the parishes, for the non-appearance of men 
after they had beén- balloted, and not to 


 “the-counsel, and heard Mr, Alexander { or 


other description of penalties. 


“Lord Eldon was still of opinion, ‘that the 


woolsack, the Irish Butter bill was read a 
second time, and committed for the next . 


[REPEAL OF THE ADDITIOWAL Force. 


he was a member, of weakness and if-— 


and learned lord had misconceived the pro 
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provision applied to penalties imposed on 
the parishes’ for not providing the men. 
Barl Spencer expressed his surprise, that 
the noble and learned lord should make an 
objection to a particular clause in the bill 
on the 3d reading, after suffering it to pass 
through the committee sub silentio. With 
respect to nothing being said about the 
Army of Reserve act, it was an omission of 
his own on the former night; but he could 
not conceive it possible, that any man in 
the kingdom, much less any noble lord 
in that house, could, entertain an opinion, 
that the Army of Reserve act ought now 
tobe enforced. When that act came up 
to the house, he was one of those that op- 
posed, thinking it was pregnant with dan- 
gerous consequences. He was willing to 
admit, however, that it subsequently proved 
eficacious, although extremely oppressive. 
That act was, however, completely functus 
ificio ; and it was in order to prevent its 
being in force after the repeal of the Ad- 
fitional Force act, that words were intro- 
daced to repeal it ; and that it ought to be 
tepealed, was, he thought, a point perfectly 
ind clearly established, as to be carried into 
diect now, it must be nugatory and oppres- 
five, ‘To give up the penalties, and refund 
the money already received on account of 


them, he considered barely an act of jus- 
tice, as it would be gross injustice to levy 
penalties for not doing that which it was 


impossible to do. He repeated, that the 
most desirable object was, to remove the 
impediment which the Additional Force 
act threw in the way of the recruiting ser- 
vee. 

The Earl of Hurdwicke objected to that 
part of the bill which went to give up the 
penalties under the Additional Force act; 
is it might, at a future period, be deemed 
iecessary by parliament, to enact some 
compulsory measure for the purpose of re- 
tmiting the army, and then this provision 
Would operate to encourage’. persons in 


| Reglecting to carry such an act into execu- 


_ tion, and to prevent any zeal or exertion 


| ftom being displayed. He voted against 


the repeal of the Additional Force act, 
| finding that, as a necessary consequence of 
it,abill was now in the House of Com- 
| Mons to val the Additional Force act 
for Ireland. With respect to this latter 
; bill, he. suggested that the parishes in Ire- 
| land’were not charged, as they were in Eng- 

lind, with-the maintenance of the families 


| Of militia-men whilst on service, that being 


} dete at the chatge of. the public 


and therefore, that the penalties, instead of | 
being given up, ought to be appropriated to 
the revenue. 

Lord Holland thought the noble earl had — 
given a curious reason for voting against the 
repeal of the English Additional Force uct. 
With respect to the penalties, he contended, 
that those who had contrived to raise men 
under the act, had done it by evading 
its provisions. Such conduct might be 
loyal, as was said on a former night; but 
it was contrary to the provisions of the 
act; and it was therefore highly unjust, 
that those who had endeavoured to raise 
men by complying with the provisions of 
the act, and had from necessity failed, 
should be on that account subjected to the 
penalties. 

Earl Spencer expressed a willingness to 
pay every attention to the suggestion of 
the noble earl (Hardwicke) when the bill, 
to which he had alluded, came before the 
house.—The bill was then read a third time 
and passed, and a message ordered to be 
sent to the House of Commons to acquaint 
them therewith. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, May 22. 
~[Minvrezs.] Lord John Townsend pre- 

sented, by command, an account of the ex- 
traordinary services of the army, from De- 
cember 1805, with a duplicate thereof. Or- 
dered to lie on the table.—Mr. Alderman 
Combe brought up the bill for the better re- 
gulating of skins and hides in London, Read 
a first time, and ordered to be read a second 
time.—Mr. Foster moved, that the house 
should,the next day, go into a committee to 
consider the Irish mail coach actss—Mr. 
Alexander brought up the report of the 
Irish malt-duty bill; which was agreed to, — 
and the bill ordered to be read a third time 
the next day.—Mr. Alexander brought 
up the report of the committee of ways and 
means, relative to certain Stamp Duties in 
Ireland, which was agreed to; and an in- 
struction was ordered to be given to the 
committee appointed to prepare the Irish 
stamp-duty bill, to make provisions agree- 
able to said resolutions—Mr. Alexander 
brought up the report of the committee of . 
supply the preceding day, relative to the 
Army Estimates; and the various resolu- 
tions were agreed to, and bills ordered ac- 
cordingly.—The bill for repealing the Irish 
Additional Defence act was read a second 
time. 
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raved. the of.the.day for 
to.resglye itself, into.a commit: 
e on this bill. The house. having re 


itself accordingly, on, the, resolution 


being read, that there be, granted a duty 


Of 28s, a.ton.an WORs 
i 


-persist.in, the proposed duty. gn inon,, after 


Fosicr said, he had nat, supposed 
right how, baronet meant, seriously. to 


@ Similar, tax, had been, rejected in England, 


all account of impolitic, pressure 


copsequent 


the Manufactures. of the country, and: 
extension, ty she. poorer 


glasses, of the community. .If this .was 


a weighty consideration in 


feund..to | 
England, how much, more ought it to ope-. 


te,, when the comparatixe poverty of Ire-| 
‘dand was contemplated! This proposed 


Muty. would cause an increase of twenty per 


the price of aren, and prove almost: 


it it was only. calculated to. pro- 


zuipous Lo the infant manufactyres of that 
gonntry, as no counteryailing duty was 

owed-on their introduction into, England. 
drawback, was. provided, .in the. case of 
the small duty of 3s. per cwt. on sugar; 
and yet to countervail the much more. mar! 
terial tax upon iron, no increase of draw-. 
back was allowed, The. measure, if carried; 
in its-present shape, would defeat itself, as 
Rot a shilling of neyenue would be derived 


Auge 15,000/,,.he hoped the right hon. ba- 
would -adopt of the many, pre- 
ferable means that presevted themselves of 
Taising that sum, and prevent the, dissatis- 
faction, that, would ensue in Ireland, if, 
‘Whilst in, this ample opulent country, 
the ta% upon iron, was abandoned as op-. 
ive, it, should be inflicted there. 
Mr, Rose thought. was impossible the 
Fight, bon. baronet, could press. the tax, as 

even, in case.of providing a sufficient coun- 


Aseryailing duty, if the manufactures of Ire- 


Jand,were like those of England, the, mix- 
ture, of foreign with native iron would pre- 
vent, its, being embraced. He was sure the 
tax, would produce nothing; and he was 

of opinion, that.in estimating the duty 
(sugar, the sight hon. gentleman had 
calculated upon a greater average price 
(508. peg cwt.) than -it would be, found 
to.bear, wag altogether. a new and ex- 
tupordinary measure, to make a. provision 


temporary war taxes.to pay permanent 
and 
estig 
Newport “said, that from, the 


even the provision made, would 
short of what it was estimated 


BERATES, Max 22 Cuitome Duly Bil 
tleman opposite. to, him :(Mr. Foster), it. 


might be supposed that the tax now pm, 
posed on. iron was exactly similar to the 
duty whi¢h had been proposed on iron ig 
this country; but the fact was directly the 
reverse. ‘This was not an excise duty. jm 
this was not a,tax upon native iron, buton 
foreign, igon, It was contended, that j 
this duty were laid on, there ought tobeg 
countervailing duty in England, Ip ap, 
swer to, this assertion, he begyed to ag 
how it happened that no less than five dy 
ties had been imposed upon iron in this 
country, without any countervailing d 
being imposed in Ireland ? ‘These seyer 
duties amounted to no less than Qi. 16, 
per ton; .and when. duties to such 
amount had been laid on in England with 
Out any countervaiiing duty in Ireland, he 
did not think it now fair to call for acoune 
wae duty in England, when a duy 
of 11, 8s. was proposed in Ireland. [fhe 
had any, doubt upon this subject, he was 
enabled to resort to the best possible ag. 
sistance, for he had the right: hon. gentle. 
own, The year before last, 
the right hon. gentleman bad proposed ap 
alteration of the duties, by converting the 
whole into British currency, witb the exe 
ception of the imports from Great Brita 
Now, it was impossible to deny, that th 
was an alteration of the duty to, the amount 
of 8 per cent. without any countervailing 
duty having been proposed. Here 
had the, right hon. gentleman ’s authonily 
for what he was now doing. It was trug, 
that in. the instance he had alluded to, the 
sum was small; but that was of no impor 
tance; the principle was established, whe. 
ther the sum was large or small. 
Ireland bad an absolyte right to. call for 
this countervailing duty, for this additional 
duty of 1/., 8s., Great Britain 
bad an equal right to call for a counter 
 vajling duty, in Ireland, in consequence of 
the duties to the amount of 2/. 11s, ff 
ton, which had been imposed in Great Br 
tain. These cases certainly did not escape 
the attention of the legislature at the time 


vailing. duties, should be imposed in ¢agh 


the schedule No, 1; but in that schedule, 
iron and hardware are not mentioned; they 
are included in schedule No. 2, which com 
tains a list of articles #hich are to bes 
ject toa fixed duty for 20 years. Conti 
‘lng, therefore, that this was full 
the persons 


of the,apion, Jt was enacted, that counter 
Lcountry, and the articles are specified in 
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gho framed the act of union, and consider- 
ing that no’ countervailing daty had been 
palied for in Ireland in consequétice of the 
jiditional ‘duties in’ this country, he did 
got think the right hon. gentleman’s ob- 
jection intitled to any weight: With re- 
spect to the objections made by the other 
fight hon. gentleman, respecting sugar, and 
py-the other right hon. gentleman (Mr. 
Rose), he begged to re-assert what he sta- 
ted on a former occasion, that all the du- 
fies in Ireland were annual, The legisla- 
turenever had felt itself bound to continue 
the duties of the former year, but altered 
of fepealed them whenever it thought pro- 
per. He wished the right hon. gentleman 


fad stated bis reasons for asserting, that]- 


this duty on sugar would not produce anv 
fevehue. The average during the last year 
#as 50s.; the tax would certainly then 
fave attached, and he saw no réusoh why 
it should not attach now. But the'right 
hon. gentleman had accused him of not 
faking provision for the interest of the 
loan: to this assertion he should give a 
vety short answer, The charge for the 
loan, not including the interest that might 
eume due upon treasury bills that might 
be hereafter issued, was 268,666/., the pro- 
wesion he had made was 353,244/.; which 
tkeeeded the charge by above 64,000/.; and 
eusequently ample provision was made for 
We loun, It was true, that he had stated 
te’mount of the charge, on opening the 
budget, at 313,000/.; but this was because 
lehad done what none of his predecessors 
Mid done, viz. provided, by anticipation, 
fr the interest that might become‘due du- 
fig the current year. This he certainly 
fis Hot bound to do; and consequently 
the ways and means exceeded the regular 
tharges, as he had before stated, by 64,000/. 
tid even’ if the duty on sugar, which he had 
Gtimated at 60,000/. did not produce a 
single farthing, still there would be a sur- 
plis of 4000/. But he begged that it 
itight not for a moment be supposed that 
We admitted the position of the right hon. 
fentleman, that this duty would not pro- 
duce any revenue, The right hon. gentle- 
ftan had formed his opinion upon the price 
ofthe day ; but he had formed his calcula- 
lion pon the average of one or two years. 
Upon these grounds he should certainly 
persevere in the tax. 
_Mr. Foster said, *that the situation of 
d and Ireland was such, that, al- 
hough the former could afford to relin: 
us the advantage -of<a countervailing 


duty, the latter was not if a cotidition te 
forego tlie protectién of it; “atid allow ths: q 
country an advantage. The déctrite 6f the 
right “bén. gentletiah, that bécatse 
ticle Was not m thé of - 
the act Ke had quoted, a 
duty was not to €xtend’ to’ it, ‘was q 
new, ‘and extretiely dungetitis.’ 
Sir John Newport said, he aid not il 
that it wis not competéut to parliament 
extend that duty ; bat he wold ask | 
the right hon, gentleman seémed $6 
nuous for the: coufitérvailing duty; whyit | 
had not been called for in ‘the case of the i 
duty on éotton wool, which had been 
posed since the union? 
Mr. Rosé ‘said, that the duty wad only - 
a penny per pound, ‘and ‘not an’ object of ~ 
great consequence, and ‘thougtt 
omission ought to be pleatied a8 & 
cedent for hot now pursuing: the Tight: 
‘Mr. Corry ‘said, he was glad to see'th® 
principle of the anion $0 well agreed potty 
Undoubtedly, a countervailing ought 
to be laid in either countty, duty . 
posed on the uthér; and; therefore; thé 
tax now proposed would have the effect of - 
equalizing what, by the increase of-duty 
this country, since the’ union, without 4 
countervailing duty ‘in Fretand, had been 
made unequal. - He hoped the’ right bom, 
baronet would nidke the dutiés fn Treland 
perpetual, instead of annual uncertain -. 
as they 
Lord Castlereagh spoke at- some length 
on the’ necessity of ninmediatély féemedy* 
ing: aby breath or othission of the enact: 
ments of thée‘act of 
thé tax on “would have the effect-of . 
destroying the produee df the duty alréady: : 
‘Mr. Grattan said, he was hot friend"té 
the duty apon‘fron ; but hé submitted'te . 4 
it as the best in the choite of-evils; - 
gentlemen objected to tax it } 
fected the-manufactures; and condemned 
the meitsures- by whith the fight hon. bas 
ronet was to raisé a considerable revenue, - 
would they ‘be so good as ‘to point out 
what course of taxation eduld possibly bé 
adopted, by which the tmandfactures of thé 
country Would not bé affected? » He would. 
not accede to the duty on iron, if it Vide 
lated a principle ‘of ‘the tnion’s ‘But it Gd- 
not appear to hith to’do'so. “The duty off 
sugar, as sofficiént Was provided without it 
to cover the loan, ‘was ifiposéd becausé'& 


duty was also imposed in-England; anid tie 
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considered it to be intended as a security 
for the future interest of the loan, in ad- 
dition to the faith of parliament. He ad- 
_ mitted, the iron duty was rather a strong 
measure; but he did not know any that 
would be less severely felt.—Sir William 
“Young, Mr. Parnell, and Mr. Huskisson, 
said a few. words in opposition to the 
taxes.—On account of a verbal omission 
which Mr. Foster pointed out, the com. 
. mittee did not proceed. in the bill; but 
the chairman reported progress, and ob- 
tained leave to sit again to-morrow. 
{Unaupirep Accounts.] Mr. Rose, 
“preparatory. to a motion which he pro- 
d to bring forward to-morrow, rela- 
ting to the Public Accounts at present un- 
audited, observed, that a noble lord (H. 
Petty) had, last night, detailed to the house 
such a series of accounts, respecting the 
issues and disbursements of public money 
for military expenditure, during a period 
of above twenty years, as could not fail to 
excite great anxiety in the mind of the 
_ public, as well as in that of the house, that 
_ this subject should undergo the most mi- 
nute and. radical investigation. In that 
anxiety no man more deeply participated 
than himself: he was desirous that the bu- 
“siness should be probed to the very bot- 
tom; that whoever were the persons upon 
whom the duties of examining and adjust- 
ing those accounts devolved, should be 
brought forward, and made to account for 
such an extraordinary delay, and appa~ 
rently gross and unpardonable negligence ; 
and if they could not satisfactorily account 
for their conduct, that they might be sub- 
_ jected to that shame and reproach which 
should appear to be .due to it, With a 
_ view, as early as possible, to accelerate 
that enquiry, he should, to-morrow, move 
for several documents, in order to shew to 
the house, distinctly, what were the ac- 
counts that had been proceeded upon, and 
what were not, with the real sums under 
each distinct head of military expenditure 
still unaccounted for, He had no objec- 
tion to name, now, the papers for which he 
intended to moye; and if the noble lord, 
after hearing them specified, wished to add 
any more, he might move for them at the 
game time, as it was his sincere wish to 
ive every aid in his power to the enquiry. 
The papers for which he meant to move 
-were, Accounts of.the sums issued from 
the Exchequer to principal accountants, 
and by them to sub-accountants, to be dis- 


bursed for military purposes, from the close 


of the American war to the time of 

pointing the commissioners of accounts, 
and since; and also what part of those 
sums had been investigated, and what part 
not; together with several other documents, 
The right hon. member repeated his ear. 
nest solicitude, that the enquiry should pros 
ceed with the strictest scrutiny, and, if any 
circumstances of delinquency should ap. 
pear, let the parties implicated be who 
they might, it was his earnest wish, that, 
without favour or affection, they might be 
dragged into public notice, and punished 
with a severity adequate to their guilt, 

[Erection Treatinc Mp, 
Tierney moved the order of the day for 
the further consideration of the Election 
Treating bill, to which bill he understood 
he was to expect the opposition of a right 
hon, secretary (Mr. Fox). He did not 
wish to press the house, now,. to a discus 
sion upon the subject, as there was another 
subject pending, of more urgent impor 
tance. But, if it was allowed that the bill 
should pass the present stage without dis 
cussion, those gentlemen who were ops 
posed to the bill might take the debate 
upon the third reading, and name their 
own day for that purpose. 

Mr. Secretary For could see no objets 
tion to the course pointed out by the right 
hon. gentleman; upon which, the amends 
ments were agreed to, and the bill ordered 
to be engrossed, and read a third time on 
Monday se’nnight, 

[American Intercourse Bitt.] Lord 
Temple moved the order of the day, for the 
house to resolve itself into a committee of 
the whole house, to consider of the motion 
of Monday last, ‘* That leave be given to 
bring in a Bill for authorising his majesty 
in council to allow the importation 
exportation of certain goods and come 
modities, in peutral ships, in time of war, 
into and from his majesty’s territories in 
the West Indies and continent of Americal’ 

Mr, Rase hoped that the noble lord 
would not press to a discussion, in so very 
thin a house, a measure of such importance 
as this, so deeply affecting the interest of 
the merchants: and ship-owners of this 
country, and repealing the Navigation act, 
under the salutary operation of which, the 
commerce, the prosperity, and the naval 
strength of this country, had attained theif 
present superiority. He deprecated aly 
proceeding upon a measure of such Wi 
importance in the absence of so mauy 


commercial gentlemen,.. whose interest 
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were materially at stake, and hoped the 
joble lord would defer the business to an- 
other opportunity and’a fuller house, 
-Mr. Secretary Fox said, that if ever there 
was a bill which ought not to give any 
ilar either to any particular class of men, 
or to the country at large, this was that bill, 
He considered the measure in question ‘to 
be totally misconceived by the right hon, 
gent. in the view he seemed ‘to consider it, 
It really did not go to affect the commerce 
of the country, or the commercial interests 
ofany body of men init. Neither did it 
tepeal avy part of the Navigation laws: it 
was merely meant to vest that power ex- 
dusively in the hands of the king aud coun- 
cil by law, which had been, for thirteen years 
past, assumed by the governors of our West- 
Jndia Islands, without law; for which, un- 
doubtedly, they had incurred high responsi- 
bility; namely, to suspend for a time, under 
tle pressure of inevitable necessity, the ope- 
fation of the Navigation laws in favour of 
British ships in the ports of their respective 
lands ; and to permit the inhabitants of 
those islands to be supplied with provi- 
sions, and certain other articles of indis- 
peisable necessity, with which it was im- 
possible, under a variety of impediments, 
for British ships to supply them, and with- 
out which a great part of their inhabitants 
Must be reduced to famine, and, in other 
itstances, to the utmost distress. ‘I'he 
measure now proposed, therefore, was to 
limit tiie power to safe hands, of dispensing, 
iheases of actyal necessity, with the opera- 
fion of the Navigation laws, in the ports 
of those islands; and to guard against the 
possible abuses of that power to which go- 
Wernors might be importuned, under the 
lilse insinuations of interested persons. It 
fepealed no law; it subyerted no principle ; 
aid, in fact, would do no more than guard 
#privilege in his majesty’s hands, which 
lad been, for a series of years past, exer- 
tsed by West-India governors, assumed 
fom necessity, and for which they bad been 
thiformly indemnified by parliament. 

Sir WV. Curtis admitted, that this power 
hid been assumed by West-India gover- 
Hors, in cases of urgent necessity, under a 
heavy responsibility, from which had they 
thrunk, he should have thought them highly 
Rprehénsible. But though he considered 


hem justly intitled to the indemnity they 
had Teceived, he was decidedly against le- 
gilizing a principle that so directly mili- 
filed’ against our Navigation laws, ‘and 
Nst'so materially affect the interests of 
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the merchants and ship-owners of th’s 
kingdom.—The Speaker reminded the hon, 
bart. that the stage for discussing the sub- 
ject would certainly be in the committee. — 
The house then resolved itself into a com- 
mittee’; when 

Lord Temple rose, and said, that the bill 
for which he intended to mové, and which 
had already passed the other house of par- 
liament, was precisely what his right hon. 
friend had described it to be ; involving no’ 
commercial interest of this country; re- 
pealing no law connected with our com- 
merce or navigation; but simply placing 
in the safe hands of his majesty in council, 
the exercise of a privilege, which was here- 
tolore constantly assumed by the West- 
India governors, without law; namely, the . 
privilege of empowering those governors, 
upon the fair proof of existing necessity, to 
receive, in American ships, that supply of 
provisions, and other necessaries, which, in 
time of war, it would often be impossible. 
to supply in British ships; and without 
which, the immense population of their 
negroes, on whose labour and industry the’ 
prosperity of those islands so much de- 
pended, must often run the risk of perish» 
ing. Owing to the interruption of the ins 
tercourse of the colonies and the United 
States of America, during the American 
war, it had been ascertained, that about 
15,000 negroes had died for want, or from 
being improperly fed, in the island of Ja. 
maica alone, in the course of six years, 
But the supplies from America did not rest 
solely on the ground of the necessity of pro- 
curing food for our colonies in the West 
Indies. There was a necessity of resorting 
to America for articles to enable the colo- 
nists to convey their produce to the mother 
country, Jt had been ascertained, by prac 
tice aud experiment, that. that part of the 
system of the Navigation laws, passed un- 
der circumstances and in times perfectly 
dissimilar to the present, should be sus 
pended in time of war, especially such a 
war as the present, where the extent of 
coast in the power of the enemy rendered 
it necessary to employ so large a portion 
of the British shipping to watch them, the 
crews of which might otherwise add to our 
mercantile naval force, That the Naviga- 
tion laws could not, in this instance, be’ 
adhered to, was clear, ffom the cireum- 
stance of the governors of the colonies 
having been under the necessity of sus= 
pending these laws, upon their own re= 


Vou. VII. 


sponsibility, ever since the year 1793. The 
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necessity appeared,from the representa- 
tions of the colonies, and Jamaica in par- 
‘ticular, from the acts of indemnity passed 
from year to year, and the circumstance 
that such indemnity bad been in no case 
refused, At the same time it was clear, 
that the governors were not the persons 
on whom the responsibility ought to rest. 
It was utterly unfit, that they should either 
repeal or suspend so important a law. ‘The 
ebject of this bill, therefore, was not to re- 
peal, or definitively to suspend, any law ; 
but to permit his majesty in council to do 
that by law, which had before been done 
against law, where the necessity of the case 
should require it; and to relieve the go- 
vernors. from a responsibility which cer- 
_ teinly ought not to attach upon them, The 
noble lord concluded by moving, “ That 
ave be given to bring in a bill for autho- 
yising his majesty in council to allow the 
importation and exportation of certain 
- goods and commodities in neutral ships, in 
‘time of war, into and from his majesty’s 
territories in the West Indies and continent 
of South America.”’ 
_ Mr.. Rose said, he felt it rather uncom- 
fortatle to enter upon this most important 
gubject in so thin a house. No one ree 
spected the talents of the right hon. secre- 
tary of state (Mr, Fox) more than he did; 
but he thought he was not sufficiently in- 
formed upon this subject. The noble lord 
‘had said, that this bill would repeal no law. 
Why, it would certainly repeal the Naviga- 
tion laws to a certain degree, But he was 
still more alarmed at what had fallen from 
the noble lord, when he said, that there 
was an indispensable necessity for this du- 
ring the war. He would therefore state 
how the matter really stood. By the regu- 
Jation of the trade with America in 1783, 
it was permitted to import certain Ameri- 
can articles into the colonies, in British 
ships, manned, for the most part, with 
British seamen. There were representa- 
‘tions made by Jamaica, and some other 
colonics, that the supplies could not be 
sufficiently provided by British ships, The 
matter was investigated before the privy 
council, in 1784. Both sides were heard; 
and the result was, that the representations 
were unfounded, and his majesty was ad- 
vised to continue the regulations as before, 
and they were continued thus till 1793; 
during which time the colonies were supe 
with provisions, lumber, &c, as well, 
“and as eheap, by British ships, as they 
could be Amesican vessels, The report 


stated, that the colonies were to be sup, 
plied from America, in British ships, with 
such articles as they could not procure 
from Britain, or her continental colonies, 
The consequence. of this was, that, from 
1784 to 1793, about 935 British shipg 
were employed in this trade, a tonnage of 
110,000, and about 6,500 seamen, But, 
‘in consequence of the suspension of the 
laws, the number of ships in the trade at 
last dwindled down to a very trifling nume 
ber indeed, Jn the American trade, too, 
the consequence was unfortunate, for the 
number of ships employed were reduced ta 


for this; but the suspension of the Naviga. 
tion laws was partly the cause. Now, it 
having been stated by the governors, that 
a regular supply of British ships could nog 
be procured in time of war, from want of 
convoys, and other circumstances, they did, 
on their responsibility, permit some articles 
to be imported in neutral ships, In the coms 
mittee of trade, however, it was proposed 
to put an end to this, if possible, and they 
had succeeded to a certain extent; forthe 
governor af Barbadoes, and of Jamaica too, 
said, that if they were supported by th 
government here, they had no doubt th 

should be able to prevail in re-establishing 
the Navigation laws in all. their force. Thg 


trade was, that we lost a tonnage equal te 
100,060, and 6,000 seamen, He hoped 
that some delay would, at least, be allowed, 
till this subject should be completely ing 
vestigated, and that the parties should bg 
heard by their counsel. He wished, theres 
fore, to have the matter investigated Leforg 
a committee above stairs; and if theirtes 
port were favourable to the bill, it might bg 
brovght in on that report, which would not 
occasion a delay of more than a very few 
days. It had Leen stated to him, and that 
from the authority of most respectable per 
‘sons, on whose veracity aud judgment be 
could rely, that if the government of this 
country would grant two conyoys a year, 
every spring and fall, (which convoys would 
only require a frigate or two, and three oF 


carried on in British ships, as well asin 
American bottoms; and that it would not 
make a difference of two per cent. in the 
expences ; for there were hundreds of Bris 
tish ships, more indeed than he dared ven 
ture to name, that were now lying in the 


avery few. There might be other causes _ 


disadvantage of being driven out of thig. 


four sloops of war,) the trade might still be - 
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tions be left to our governors, on their re- 
sponsibility, they will never suffer the Ame- 
ricans to come in farther than necessity, 
absolute and imperious necessity, may re- 
quire; but, if you’take off that responsi- 
bility, theré will be nothing to prevent them 
doing it to any extent. This, he said, was 
certainly the worst-chosen moment, for 
adopting any relaxation of our Navigation 
laws, that could be selected. He had 
heard it urged, that systems adopted 150 
years ago ought to be departed from, and 
that they should be altered as the circum- 
stances of the times, and the situations of 
different countries varied. He did not say, 
that systems formed 150 years ago, ought 
to be always obstinately and pertinaciously 
adhered to; but they should not be mate- 
rially broken in upon, or altered, but after 
most mature aud serious consideration. 
These were the considerations which in- 
duced him to wish the matter to be referred 
to a committee above-stairs ; and he asked 
the noble lord, whether, after the case he 
had made out, he would pass such a bill as 
this, without giving the parties leave to be 
heard? He hoped, therefore, he would 
agree to a committee, which would only 
occasion a delay of four or five days, and 
he would pledge himself to attend and ex- 
pedite the business as. much as possible. 

Lord Temple could not accede to the 
proposition of the right hon, gent. He 
saw no reason for appointing a committee 
upsstairs, to enquire into thé facts stated 
in the preamble, which could not be dis- 
puted. 

Mr, Secretary For observed, that there 
was but a small part of the right hon. gen- 
tleman’s speech of which it was necessary 
to take any notice. The right hon. gent. 


right that could be claimed by the Ameri- 
cans on the principle of the law of nations. 
He most completely concurred with him 
in that point; and, in all the discussions 
that had taken place with the Americans 
on the subject of trade, be never heard 
such a monstrous and extravagant claim 
stated, or even hinted at. Now, as to the 
bill itseli, the right bon. gent. had said, 
that he (Mr. Fox) was not informed upon’ 
this subject. As to any thing respecting 
the repeal of the general principle of the 
Navigation act, he certainly was unin-. 
formed ; but this was not a repéal of the 
geveral priuciple. He used the “ re« 
peal.” The right bon. gent. must have. 


‘ fire out for this purpose on very reason- 
re ble terms. He assured the committee, 
Sq that he felt as much anxiety for the West- 
m, India islands, and was perhaps as deeply 
8 interested in their welfare, as any man in 
of - that house, aud should be extremely sorry 
ut, thet any severity should be used towards 
he them, which might operate so as to pre- 
‘at yent them from obtaining due supplies of 
Me either food or lumber; but he had con- 
00, sidered the subject very attentively ; he 
the had exerted himself in a very particular 
to fnanner, to obtain information relative to it 
ses from every quarter that was likely to afford 
igae any; and the result was, that he was satis- 
, it fied in his own mind, the islands might be 
hat as well and as copiously supplied by the 
not British ships, as they could by those of 
1 of America, aud therefore great care should be 
did, taken how we made any alteration, much 
cles more how we repealed the Navigation act, 
Ooms which this bill, if passed into a law, would 
sed  efect. The next objection he had to it 
they Was, the effect it would have on the British 
- the ¢ontinental colonies, which, he contended, 
00, Would be very seriously and extensively 
the injured by it. The next interest that would 
they fufler in consequence of it was, the British 
hing manufactures, particularly linens and cot- 
‘The tons, which would be superseded and sup- 
this. planted by German linens and East-India 
al to goods. A letter which had, some time 
oped been received from Admiral Coch- 
wed, fane, had infurmed, that the islands were 
y ite inundated with East-India goods and Ger- 
id be fan linens, which were sold cheaper than 
heres the British articles of those kinds, and were 
elorg injury to the country. It might, 
ir Tey perhaps, be said, that British ships would 
htbe @ contribute their part to inundate the 
dnot @ ‘lands with East-India goods; but that 
yfew @ Was not in their power; for, if they at- 
ithat @ ‘tempted it, such goods would be taken by 
epere @ Ships of war and cruisers, stationed among 
nt be @ ‘the different islands; or, if they escaped 
f this @ ‘those, they would be seizable at the diffe- 
year, tent custom-houses as contraband. He was 
vould ‘Well assured, that all the East-India goods, 
ee ot @ farried into the islands, were by American 
illbe “@ Ships; and that the islands were become a 
sig @ grand mart for those goods. The next in- 
d not @ ferest that would be affected, and that very 
inthe | Matetially too, was the Irish provision 
{Bra @ trade; for it was very well known, that.the 
jvems @ Americans furnished beef and pork much 
in tha @ Cheaper than the Irish can dos and there- 
, and that article ought to be restrained, in- 
ladig § ‘Mead of being, as it would be by this bill, 
| Ny considerably enlarged. restric- 


surgly meant * suspended ;” for the ins 


had said, that this was not a matter of — 
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tention certainly was only to suspend, on: 
the ground of the present necessity, and 
not to establish u genetal principle. After 
all that had been said by the right hon. 
gent., he still comtinued to think, that no 
interest whatever, whether of Irish provi- 
sions or our own ship-owners, of the conti- 
nental colonies or any other, was injured 
by this measure. Now, what was this bill? 
The necessity was stated, and admitted, as 
it had already been acted upon. Now, 
this being granted, all we said was, that 
the responsibility ought not to rest with 
the governors. ‘The bill, as it now stood, 
or, rather, as it stood when it came from 
the lords, empowered the. king in council 
to suspend the Navigation law in part, in 
cases where there should be a necessity for 
it. Now, if there was a necessity for this 
Suspension since the year 1793, how came 
it, that the right hon. gent. was of opinion 


- that this necessity had now ceased, and 


that a different course might be adopted? 
It would certainly require a good deal of 
argument to prove this, which was upon 
the face of it so extremely improbable. 
But, however, if that was the case, it was 
the duty of the ship-owners, and the other 
parties concerned, to contradict the state- 
ments of the West-India colonists, and to 
shew sufficient grounds to the council, why 
they should advise his majesty not to allow 
this suspension. Now, the governors of the 
colonies had no opportunity of hearing the 
ship-owners at all; tor they were surroun- 
‘ded by the West-India colonists, who 
‘would tell them that they were starving, 
and. require .them to allow the suspension 
of the Navigation laws, upon the plea that 
it had been done by their predecessors, to 
whom an indemnity had never been re- 
fused. The governors would, of course, 
grant the request, except they should hear 
good reasons against it. From whom were 
they to hear those reasons? from persons 
who were not there? Now, the council 
‘here might undoubtedly hear both sides, 
But could any governor refuse a request of 
this nature, after it had been granted for a 
period of thirteen years, and indemnity ne- 
ver refused? It had been said, that the 
governor of Barbadoes had agreed to en- 
torce the Navigation laws, if supported by 
the government here. No doubt; but where 
could there be so complete a support as in 
the king’s council here? Therefore, in every 
point of view, it was better that the power 
should be in the council.. But, if the sus- 
pension was. only in the time of war, how 


a, 
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could the interests mentioned by the right 
hon, gent. be affected? Was it proposed 


‘to suspend in time of peace? No; the 


thing divided itself into two separate ques. 
tions. Jn time of peace, the question might 
be, whether any relaxation ought ever to 
be allowed at all? If he should then be in 
the house, he would give his opinion on 
that point; but the question now yas, 
whether a suspension should be allowed in 
lime of war, in cases of necessity? Would 
aug mau pretend to say, that a ship less 
would go to the trade after the passing of 
this bill? It only transferred a discretio. 
nary power, which already existed, from 
‘one less fit to exercise that power, to one 
more fit. 


right hon. gent. could be affected by the 
bill. Now, if it should happen that this 
power of relaxation should be abused, it 
was competent to parliament to take care 
that the council should do its duty more 
properly in such a case, and to force it to 
act as itoughttodo, But, at least, an en- 
quiry ought to be allowed. Enquiry into 
what? The facts which the right hon. gent, 
had mentioned, respecting the state of the 
shipping between 1784 and 1793, might be 
very good ones, if the question had been 
respecting the general principle. But what 
had these to do with the subject, when the 
question wus about placing a temporary 


such powers had been cousidered as most 
sulely lodged? Here was no mention made, 
ut present, of a permanent system. If there 
had, certainly an enquiry would haye been 
proper. But what was the use of it, when 
this was only a question relative to tempo 
rary power already recognised. Giving 
the right hon. geut. full credit, therefore, 
for all that he had said, still he had said 
nothing against the bill. Allowing bim 
his supposition, that the necessity 
longer existed, still he had said nothing 
against it. Besides‘all this, he strongly dis 
approved of breaches of the law, and bills 
of indemnity, ‘They were much to be de 
precated in all regular governments; and 
it was far better that this suspension should 
be rendered lawful at once, in cases of ne» 
cessity ; and this was all that was required 
by the bill, 

Lord Castlereagh said, that the right hon, 
secretary had made out no case of necessity, 
nor even of expediency. He was, howevel, 
considerably relieved from his alarm, after 
what had been said respecting the Americad 


He could not conceive, there. - 
fore, how the interests alluded to by the 


power jn the hands of those with whom 
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overument. He was glad to find, that 
they had not urged such a monstrous pro- 
osition, as that we ought to repeal our 
favigation laws. Yet something of this 


“sort had been agitated by many persons 


connected with the American government, 
On this account, he 
thought it very bad policy in us to do-any 
thing, at present, that might look like con- 
cession, as the Americans might think the 
yoverninent was of a conceding disposition, 
god might presume on that temper. The 
fight hon. secretary might in this manner 
feel the inconvenience of this measure. 
fle could not see any ground, founded 
either in the expediency or the necessity 
of the case, for this measure, which went 
almost to the overturning the system of 
our, Navigation laws. ‘The noble lord op- 
posite (lord Temple), in his opinion, pro- 
ceeded with too great a tone of authority, 
in a measure for the accomplishment of 
Which it might be expected that some rea- 
sonable and strong argument, of political 
necessity, prudence, or economy, would 
have been advanced. Te would advise the 
noble lord to be something more moderate, 
more condescending in the manner in which 
hepressed such measures forward : he could 
not think that it was very wise in that noble 
lord to push important measures of com- 
mercial regulations through that house en- 
tirely by the force of government. There 
was another favourite object of the noble 
lord’s, which then occurred to his mind, 
that was the Tortola free port bill. Than 
that bill, he could venture to affirm, there 
was not one ever introduced into the Bri- 
tish or any other legislative assembly, which 
involyed in it a greater breach of commer- 
cal regulation, or, he might say, of com- 
mon sense; yet that bill was to be sent up 
{6 the house of lords without a single ob- 
servation from his majesty’s ministers. In- 
stead of preserving so much of dignified si- 
lence, he thought it would be more advi- 
sable in his majesty’s ministers to make 
some provision tor the security of the Bri- 
tish, without infringing on the American 
interests; and he was confident, that some 


Such system might be very readily devised. 


Sir W. Young thought the bill could not 
trench upon the Navigation act, because it 
Was only to be resorted to in the case of abso- 
lute necessity. It was well said by a learned 
lord, whom he recollected in that house, 
that, “what necessity creates, necessity li- 
mits.” There was now a statute, by which 


ihe exportation of corn to the Vest Indies 


was limited to 3,200 tons. It was imposs 


sible that: 32,000 barrels could supply the 
‘whole population of. the islatids; 132,000 


had been the computation; but, in fact, 
not less than 150,000 barrels were required 


hfor the subsistence of the inhabitants. Sir 
Joshua Child, in the 4th chapter of his 


Essays on ‘Trade, had said, very justly, 
that the principle of the Navigation act 
was power, not profit: he said, in a com- 
mercial point of view, it was prejudicial to 
the manufactures and commerce of the 
country. Since power was so indispen- 
sable for the support of the commerce, he 
would not, as a member of that house, ad- 
mit the partial and temporary interests of 
the latter to interfere with the former. 


The Navigation act, important as it was, ° 


had not always been considered indispens 
sably necessary to the well-being of the 
state. It was repealed as lately as 26 
Geo, III. c. 11, when merchants were pere 
mitted to have 3-4ths foreign sailors, instead 
of 3-4ths British. All the difference now pro= 
posed was, that the measures for the sup= 


ply of the islands should originate with the . 


privy council, and not with the governors. 
It was of great importance, that salutary 
regulations should be made on this subject, 
because a delay in the supply of the essen- 
tial articles of subsistence might eccasion 
a tumult, which would sever these. colonial 
establishments from the parent state. But 
why these objections on the ground of ge- 
neral policy? The government permitted 
the English manufactures to be exported 
in foreign shipping; the profits of these 
afforded the means of war, and furnished 
additional resources for the protection of 
the kingdom. An inducement for this ex- 
pedient was to he stated on another prin- 
ciple. A capricious governor, in a contest 
with his council, might tell them, he would 
shut the ports, if they would not accede to 
what he proposed ; and thus, any plan he 
chose to adopt, however pernicious, might 
be forced upon the island. On these 
grounds he should support the bill. 

Sir C. Price wished to go into a com- 
mittee of enquiry, in which the effect of the 
proposed measure, on the Shipping Interest, 
might be fully considered. The decrease of 
ship-building in Britain, from the year 179 
was most alarming, as would appear from 
some accounts on the subject moved for by 
him, The colonies could now be effectu- 
ally supplied by British shipping. 

Mr. Rose, recommended that the bill 
should go to a committee. Many sbip- 
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by cOmmission to the Trish Loan bill, the 
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Owhers were teady to embark in the trade, 
if parliament would not ‘prevent them by 
this measure, and they contended they 
could supply the islands nearly on the same 
terms the same articles could be procured 
from ‘the Americans. Why the bill was 
brought in, he did not know; it was asked 
for by nobody. He thought it was due to the 
opulent merchants of the capital, and the 
great towns of the kingddm, to make this 
@nquiry; but not only these were concern- 
éd, there was not a ship-chandler in Wap- 
ping who did not feel himself interested in 
the present proceedings. 

Lord Temple said, ministers had commu- 
nicated with intelligent persons in the Irish 
one va trade, and others in different 

ches, and they had the mortification to 
learn, that the means would be inadequate 
Without a bill of this kind. 

Mr. Rose very much doubted if they had 
consulted the old-established merchants, 
then of probity and fortune, who were best 
Acquainted with this subject. 

Sir W. Young explained. 

Mr. Barham said, the question was, if 
the decision was to be removed from an 
improper to a competent tribunal? and, 
sensible of the fitness of this transference of 
Suthority, be should support the bill. 

Sir W. Curtis wished for a committee of 
€nquiry to ascertain how the shipping inte- 
rest would be affected by the measure. 
Our ships aad our sailors were the wooden 
walls of old England. He thought that the 
‘employment of the mariners and capital of 
‘the country was promoted by this trade, 
and that it ought not to be resigned with- 
out deliberate enquiry. 

Mr. Jeffery asserted, that Newfoundland 
alone was sufficient to supply five titnes the 
quantity of fish required for our West-India 
tolonies.—After a few words ftom lord 
Temple, and°Mr. Perceval, the question 
was put and agreed to, and the house being 
resumed, the report was brought up, and 
feave was given to bring in a bill.—Ad- 
journed. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, May 23.° 
{Mrvores.] The royal assent was given. 


frish Treasury Bills bill, the Scotch Judges’ 
Salary bill, lord St. Vincent's Annuity bill, 
the Additional Force Act Repeal-bill, the 
Invportation Restriction bill, the: 

fest-li.dia Indemnity bill, the Admiralty 


‘The commissioners were, the lord Chaneele 
lor, lord Walsingham, and lord Auckland. 


—The Franking bill, and the Irish Debeys 
ture bill, were read a third time and passed, 
HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Friday, May 23. 
[Minvres.] The Speaker informed the 
house, that the royal assent was given by 
commission to the Irish Loan bill, the lish 
Treasury Bills bill, the Scotch Judges’ Sys 
lary Augmentation bill, lord St. Vincents 
Annuity bill, and several private bills. 
Sir J. Newport brought in a bill, which wag 
read a first time, for allowing persons to 
volunteer from the militia of Ireland int 
the regular regiments.—-Lord Howick 
brought up a petition from the royal eol 
lege of surgeons, praying for parliament 
assistance to enable them to procure a place 
for the better arranging and preserving the 
Collection of the late John Hunter, esq,; 
which was referred to # select committee, 
~—Mr. H. Addington gave notice, that he 
should, immediately after the ‘holidays, 
bring forward a motion respecting the re 
turns which had been made by the inspec 
ting field-officers, of the progress of the 
Volunteers in their discipline, and their fp 
ness to serve with the troops of the’line, 
The object of his motion would be tod 
away, as far as was in his power, the diss 
tisfaction of some volunteer officers at the 
reports which were made of the disciplitie 
of their corps from a single inspection, 
He was not yet resolved, whether bis itig. 
tion should be for an address to his majesty 
for a copy of the circular letter of gener 
Brownrigg, or whether it should be fork 
general return of the corps, as they wert 
reported; but the object of his ‘motion 
should be merely to remove the uneasy 
sensation which he knew had been felt by 
many officers of the highest respectabilily, 
—Mr. Francis, as he- understood that the 
3d reading of the Property Duty bill was tik. 
ed for Wednesday next, gave notice that on 
that day he would move for the omission of 
the provision which went to exempt foreigh 
property in the funds from the paymentol 
the duty. He hoped that ministers would 
again consider the subject, and by remedy 
ing this defect, render his motion unwect® 
sary.—A new writ was ordered to be issied 
for the election of a member for the, be 
rough of Carlow, in the room of C 
Montague Ormsby, esq., who has accept 
the ofice of Recorder of Prince of Wa 


‘Jurisdiction bill, and forty private hills.—' 


island.—Mr. Rose moved, that there 
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gid before the house, a copy of a letter from 
the Secretary at War to the hords Commis- 
sioners of the Treasury, respecting the sup- 
ply of military stores by Mr. Trotter, Af- 
tera short conversation across the table, the 


per was ordered.—The house having re- 
solved itself into a committee of supply, 
lord Henry Petty moved, that the sum of: 


$00,000/. be granted to his majesty for the 
use of the officers and seamen who had 
been engaged ip the late glorious battle off 
frafalgar, which was ordered, 

[American Intercourse Bitt.] The 
American Intercourse bill was brought in 
and read a first time. On the motion for 
the second reading, 

{Sir W. Curtis expressed a hope that the 


poble lord would take time sufficient to 


consider how this bill would affect the ship. 
ping interest, He hoped the second read- 
ing would not be pressed forward rashly. 
Bord Temple said, that the house would 
do bim the justice to believe that he had 
gonsidered it in all its bearings before he 
introduced such an important measure into 
he house. He saw no ground whatever 
for the alarm which seemed to have been 
excited on this subject. But he did not 
wish to press forward the bill improperly, 
and therefore wauld attend to the suggestion 
ofthe hon. baronet, as far as respected ur- 
ging it ourashly, He would fix Monday 
#onight for the second reading, 
, Mr, Perceval was glad that the noble lord 
had yielded thus far, and he hoped that he 
would further relax and allow an investiga- 
tion of facts; if it were for no other pur- 
fore than to remove the prejudices, sup- 
posing them to be so, which had excited 
the.alarm to which he had alluded. When 
they could get at the materials, it would 
ive them great satisfaction if they could 
to.the same conclusion to which the 
qoble lord had come, 

General Tarleton agreed in sentiment 
with the hon. baronet, Heexpected every 
bour instructions from bis constituents on 
his point. 
'. Lord Temple replied, that nothing which 
he had heard yesterday, or at any time, ap- 
peared to him to shew any occasion foren- 
quiry. He agreed to the delay of the second 
os till Monday se’nnight, but farther 
he cou 

cordingly fixed for Monday se’nnight. 
[Aauy Estimates.] General Tarleton 
Mee, purely for the purpose of suggesting 
40 the right hon. the secretary at war, the 
qpricty ‘of having the Army Estimates 


d not go.—The second reading was’ 
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‘printed. The resolutions founded upon 
them had undoubtedly been agreed to; but 
as there were other importaut military 
questions to be brought under discussion, 
which were connected with these estimates, 
he thought that the estimates ought to be 
printed, with a view to give the house ever 
opportunity of coming fully prepared to the 
discussion of them. He wished particularly 
to be informed, whether the enlistment for 
limited service was to be extended to the 
eight battalions of West-India regiments, 

The Secretary at War was not aware of 
any objection to the wish of the bon, genes 
ral, but that it was wholly unprecedented to 
order the estimates to be printed after the 
resolutions founded on them were voted. 
He could not see what information the hou. 
general could derive from the estimates 
with respect to the subject of this particu- 
lar enquiry, and on this ground he could not 
agree to the proposition. 

General Tarleton replied, that there was 
a paper relative to eight West-India regi- 
ments maintained at a considerable ex 
pence. He had asked the right hon. secree 
tary for the war department, whether these _ 
negro regiments were. to be included in the 
limited service, but had got no answer. 

Mr. Huskisson thought, that when such 
novel and important military discussiong 
were expected, every information tha: could 
be given, ought to be produced. 

Lord Temple observed, that the estimates _ 
would be printed in the angry to which 

General Tarleton replied, that it was not 
for the satisfaction of members in three or 
four years, but for the next debate that 
they were wanted. 

Mr. Secretary Windham said, the motion 
was not sanctioned by precedent, or the 
natural course of things. The gentlemen 
on the other side said, the army estimates 
were of importance. When were th 
otherwise? They said, they were now d 
ferent from what were usual; that also was 
the case in many former years. The estie 
mates were upon the table, and any gent. 
that pleased might have recourse to them; 
as to the eight West-India regiments, he 
did not think that particular point alone 
could require the additional printing of 6 
or 7 hundred copies. , 

Mr. Perceval thought it extraordinary 
that there should be such reluctance to 
print the papers, for he heard no argument 
against it, which would not equally apply — 
to any motion for printing. If the whole 
of the case had already been disposed of, 
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they might indeéd properly quote the pre- 
— cedent; but it was a poor argument, when 
they knew that there were ulterior discus- 
sions in which the estimates might be used. 
—After some further conversation, the mo- 
tion was negatived. 

[Vote or THanks To THE ManacGers 
or Tur or Lorp Met- 
‘wILLe.] The Secretary at War rose, pur- 
suant to his notice on a former day, to 
submit a motion to the house, on which, 
he trusted, he should have the good fortune 
to meet their concurrence. His motion 
referred to the great and important subjects 
to which the attention of the public and of 
parliament had so long been directed; he 
meant, the Impeachment preferred by that 
house, in the last session, against Henry 
lord viscount Melville, for high crimes and 
misdemeanours. That Impeachment being 
now, as far as that house was concerned in 
the prosecution of it, brought to an end, 
and understanding that it was customary, 
and conformable to former proceedings, 
that the house should express to those to 
whom the care of that prosecution had been 
committed, the sense it entertained of the 
manner in avhich they executed that trust ; 
he had risen for the purpose of calling the 
attention of the house to what they had 
witnessed in Westminster-hall. He be- 
lieved that the Speaker himself, as well as 
every member of that house, who had at- 
tended during the trial, was sensible, that 
whatever might have been the merits or 
services of former committees of- manage- 
ment, none had ever discharged the impor- 
tant duties delegated to them, with more 
credit to themselves and their constituents, 
with more ability, diligence, and industry, 
or in a manner more deserving of the 
marked approbation of the house, In the 
selection of the persons who were to com- 
pose the committee, it was natural for the 
house to fix upon those in whom they ob- 
served the greatest zeal in the cause, and 
the most vigorous activity in the prosecu- 
tion of the business. It was natural for 
them to look, in the first instance, to his 


hon. friend ‘near him (Mr. Whitbread), 


whose manly conduct, unceasing diligence, 
and unabated perseverance, during the 
whole of this arduous proceeding, bad been 
such, as to merit the thanks of that house, 
to entitle him to the gratitude of the coun- 
try, and to insure to him the veneration of 
posterity. In addition to that hon, gent., 
the house had selected from amongst all 
the descriptions that compose their body, 


‘persons of distinguished character ‘every 
way, and eminently qualified for thé perfor. 
mance of the important trust confided to 
them, The house had witnessed the man. 
ner in which they had acquitted themselves 
of that trust, so that it was unnecessary for 
him to take up any portion of their time 
by describing it. Whether they looked to 
the clear, able, and argumentative manner, 
in which the case had been stated, to the’ 
acute, judicious, and discriminating saga. 
city displayed’ in the examination of eyis 
dence; to the perspicuous, cogent, and 
comprehensive manner in which the eyi- 
dence had been summed up; or to the 
splendid and luminous efforts of eloquence, 
by which that evidence had been enlorced, 
the house would be at a loss to deeide 
which of the exertions was most entitled to. 
its approbation and thanks. ° There was 
another point of view, however, in which’ 
these gentlemen appeared to him to merit 
the thanks of the house, and of every person 
attached to that most constitutional process, 
for bringing great and powerful delinquents’ 
to justice. It could not but be owned, 
that, of late years, considerable delays, difs 
ficulties, and embarrassments, had brought’ 
this mode of trial into disrepute, and cre- 
ated an indisposition in many well-inten= 
tioned and respectable persons to have fe= 
course to it at all. But by the manner in 
which the managers had conducted the late) 
trial, by the care they had used to avoid 
going into any extraneous topics, and to 
confine themselves to such points only as 
were essentially interwoven with the merits. 
of the case, they had in some degree done’ 
away those objections to a species of trial,’ 
that afforded the best security for the rights 
and liberties of the people, and was the 
most salutary and constitutional instrument: 
of the power of parliament. That house 
had now discharged its duty; it had per- 
formed what it owed to the public, and no. 
responsibility attached to it. The only 
duty that it had now to perform, was to do 
justice to the merits of those who bad so 
well acquitted themselves of the important, 
trust delegated to them. He should there- 
fore conclude with moving, “ That the 
thanks of this house be given to the meme 
bers who were appointed the Managers of 
the Impeachment of Henry lord viscount, 
Melville, for their faithful management in 
their discharge of the trust reposed iu them,” 
—'be motion was seconded by sir John 
Newport, and agreed to with only one diss 
sentient voice. 
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The Speaker then calling on the .Mana- 
ers, who stood up in their several places, 
addressed them, in a most impressive man- 
ner, as follows: “ Geutlemen, this house, 
upon the result of grave and important en- 
yiries into the administration of the Pub- 
lic Expenditure, came to the resolution of 
entering upon the most solemn of. all its 
functions ; and of resorting to that tran- 
scendent power, by which it can bring to 
judgment all misdeeds done by the highest 
servants of the crown, and most effectually 
avenge all inroads made, or attempted to 
be made, upon the liberties of the people. 
The conduct and management of that power 
is. delegated to you; to prepare and arrange 
the proofs of complex and intricate facts ; 
and to make.good the charge of high crimes 
and misdemeanours against a noble, per- 
gon, whose elevated and splendid situ- 
ations in the state rendered his actions 
of signal example, for good or for evil, 
to all. persons. entrusted with the public 
treasure. ‘Throughout the progress of , the 
Trial so undertaken, we have. seen. with 
peculiar satisfaction, its. proceedings, cop- 
ducted with an exemplary diligence and 
dispatch, which have rescued Impeach- 
ments from the disgrace into which they 
had nearly fallen, and have restored them 
to their antient strength and honoug,. Up- 
9p your part, we have also witnessed, that 
vawearied;industry, and singular sagacity, 
with which’ you have pursued and estab- 
lished the proofs ;—-that boldness, so pro- 
perly, belonging the Commons, with 
which you have; maintained the, Charge ; 
and that powerful display of argument and 
learned, eloquence, which have spread the 
light of day over dark, secret, aud criminal 
tansactions. . The issue, of the whole is 
now with the Lords; and, whether that be 
of condemuation or of acquittal, it rests 
With a tribunal, which, so far as depends 
upon human institutious, promises the fair- 
est hopes of ultiniate, justice... But, be that 
issue what it may, your part is accom- 
| plished. In the discharge of your duty, 
you have satisfied the expectation of the 
Commons; you have obtained, the bigh 
téward of their approbation. and thanks ; 
md, in obedience to. their commands, I 
am now to.acquaint you with their resolu- 
ton; ‘ That, the thanks of this house be 
given to the members, who were appointed 
the. Managers of the Impeachment against 
Henry. lord viscount, Melville, for their 
faithful. management, in their discharge of 
the trust reposed in them.’” 
“Vou Vi 


ee whens. 4 


The Secretary at War rose and said; that’ 
‘though he was disappointed in his hopes of- 
unanimity on his former motion, by one- 
dissentient voice, yet he believed that in 
the motion which he was now to submit,) 
he should not be opposed by even that one,' 
The motion was, ‘“* That Mr. Speaker. be: 
desired to print the speech which he made: 
to the Managers of the Impeachment of 
lord Melville, in consequence of the reso~ 
lution of the house.” —A greed to, nem. con. 

Mr. Perceval allowed that. the: prece- . 
dents not only justified, but even called for _ 
a vote of thanks in this stage of the busi-~ 
ness. At the same time, for a variety of 
reasons, which he would not now enter 
upon, he thought that it might be extreme- 
ly expedient to consider, whether these 
votes of thanks ought to be passed, till the 
final termination of the business of ime 
peachments, by the judgment of the lords; 
He would. not enter now upon the subject 
in detail, because this would be-falling into 
the evil which he .deprecated; but ‘after 
the judgment of the lords was givem:in this 
case, he would, certainly bring a motion 
before the house, to prevent any conside- 
ration of a case of Impeachment, by a vote 
of thanks while it was before the lords, and 
before they had given their decision, » 

__ Sir John Newport rose to make some:ob- 
servations on this notice; when the Speaker 
pat a stop to further discussion, by inform. 
ing the- hon.’ baronet. that there was 
question before the ‘house. 

[Unaupitep AccounTs.] o»Mr.cRose 
adverted to. the statement made: by a’noble 
lord (H. Petty) on a preceding. day, which 
bad caused an uncommon sensation in the . 
public mind, as the noble lord had charged 
his majesty’s late. government with gross 
neglect in uot calling: in, balances and ars 
rears of public accounts;,to the enormous 
amount, as it.was stated, of 450 millions: 
From, this; sum, however, he' was at once 
enabled to strike off a-great.deduction, by 
observing, that. ninety, millions of it were 
the accounts of the bank, and. 250 millions 
the.accounts of the pay-office; and consis 
dering that the noble lord, who for twenty 
years of the Jate government had the su- 
perintendance of that department, was also 
now at the head of. his. majesty’s governs 
ment, he could. not suppose that any insi< 
nuation could be intended in that quarter; 
notwithstanding the extraordinary tone in 
which: the noble. lord , dwelt. upon these 
points, . The only instance of misconduct ‘ 
in these respects, was.thatof a gentleman; 
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who had been. 52,000/. behind-hand;' for|in some cases, though he believed it wag 
which, bowever, he was called to account, | not sanctioned by law, the responsibility 
ij _ and severely punished. With regatd to|was by some means or other transfer 
the pay-office accounts, it would be a sufti-| from the principal to the sub-accountants, 
| cient vindication of the late government, |The next point he had to advert wag 
\ for him to say, that they had not even yet} that of an immense expenditure, of no less 
\ been returned to the War-office. And as| than 10 millions annually, in the War-oflice, 
to the navy balance of 90 millions, the only | which never was accounted for. Having 
l Scrutiny or audit upon that was at the Na-|| noticed this, in the course of his enquiries 
| vy-office. Upon the whole, it would ap-|in the last year, he mentioned it to his right 
pear, that though the noble lord insisted} hon. friend, now no more, (Mr. Pitt,) wh 
there were 450‘millions unaccounted for,|ineant to make it the subject of a distings 
there were of that-sum 429 millions which} measure. He had since put the same stay 
‘remained in departments which did not} ment into the bands.of one of the com, 
admit of the possibility of abuse, though it| missioners. of military enquiry, who re 
certainly was right that all the accounts| turned it this day; and an examination of 
should be audited. Going back; then, to the | it would shew that there were, in the, pre. 
office of the auditor, he said, that, op ha-|sent year, upwards of 9 millions unag. 
ving discovered and pointed out to Mr. Pitt}counted for by the secretary at war.’ The 
‘some: impropriety in that department, he] noble lord, amongst other things, had sta. 
im ‘brought in abill for the purpose of check-| ted, that upwards of 700,000/. had. been 
i ing it, which was opposed by the gentlemen | annually paid toa Mr. Trotter, and-wasyet 
| then in opposition ;:and, ‘on the third read-| unaccounted for. Why the noble lord se. 
| H ‘ing, a division took place, in which he liad | lected that gentleman, he knew. not, unless 
the honour of being a teller with the pre-|it was for stage effect, as he happened.to 
sent first lord of the treasury, In pur-|be of the same name with a person, who 
suance of that bill, a commission was ap-|was under the displeasure of, that, house. 
‘pointed, for the purpose of checking the |The noble lord stated, that, besides being 
| _gecounts every way, and taking the discre | the manufacturer and purveyor, he was alio 
| tion out of the hands of the treasury; and,| his own comptroller and examiner, apd 


in order to shew that they were persons | had, after all, only charged a modest com 
every way qualified for the office to which | mercial commission of 10/. per cent, over 
they were appointed, ‘he would, with the}und above his other profits. He, for his 
permission of the house, read their names,| own part, knew little or nothing of, this 
which were, sir Wm. Musgrave, Mr, Read, | Mr. Trotter; but, upon enquiry, be found 
@ gentleman of the treasury, Mr. Banks,| that the house of Trotter had been.in the 
a gentleman of the law, and the two comp- | babit of furnishing stores for the army these 
_trollers of ermy: accounts, He wished the| 50 years back. His:charges. at first were 
whole of the accounts in the different de-| of a moderate amount, but had of late years 
(partments to be regularly examined into,| swelled to such a magpitdes: that a. Jate 


4 in order to shew which of them was in the| secretary at war (Mr. orke), for. the. pur- 
q .wrong. There was no duty of the house] pose of chegking the extent of. bis mie 

q more sacred, not'even that of impeachment, | tile profits, made an order that he? shoul 

4 - which had so lately occupied their atten. | give in first an accurate statement of, the 


1 . tion, than that of scrutibizing- the public] prime cost; and, secondly, of. the expence 
accounts; and it was for that purpose that| of labour; after which,: he’ was to, be 
q he should first propose the production of} lowed 10 per cent. for he ner 
. the accounts, and afterwards move that] fits. Such was the conduct of, the & 
they be all referred to a committee, witli] secretary at war; but. he had. lately. heat, 
| _jnstructions to report the namés of the per-| though from a quarter which he woulda 
a - sons who held balances in their hands, so] quote as accurate authority, that thet 

q _ that “regular proceedings ‘might be ‘taken | hon. gent, his successor,. (general: Filgpe 
against them. The-act he alluded to trick,): bad given -his full and unqualified 


iz ~ been in force for 21 years, and this was the | approbation to all. Mr. Trotter's, asange 
q _ first time he heard that it had been ineffec-| ments, It would be irregular in hints 
a ‘ tual. He knew not who the persons were } put a question on that subject to the nigh 
i “whom :the néble lord meant to call. before | hon. gent. ‘now; but to ascertain the fa 


: his commissioners ; but he knew of several | he meant, afler this question hee 
; that would not-appear to be defaulters; as} posed of, to. move for a-copy of. the 


| 
a 
4 

ii 4 P 


which he understood was sent by the pre- 
gent secretary at war to the board of trea- 
gury; in approbation of all Mr. Trotter’s 
arrangements, He then concluded with 
inoving, “‘ That there be laid before the 
house a list of the names of ull tie princi- 
pal pubhc accountants, to whom money 
was issued from the exchequer, and trans- 
ferred to their sub-accountants; as also of 


those whose accounts were yet outstanding ; 


distinguishing the ordinary from the extra- 
Ordivary accounts ; together with the names 
Of those who did und did not give in their 
accounts; distinguishing the balances yet 
Gitstanding, from those that were ac- 
eounted for. 

“‘Lord Henry Petty said, the right hon. 
‘gent., in the long speech he had just made, 
‘had not denied or combated any one of 
‘the statements he had made on a former 
‘night, only with the exception of Mr. Trot- 
ter, “The right hon. gent. had stated that 
‘the greatest part of the unsettled and un- 
‘Audited accounts which he’-had mentioned 
‘@s-forming a vast mass of @rrears of ac- 
tounts, were’from the«Pay-offiee ; tlrat the 
gentlemen of that office were respectable 
amen, of the most unblemished and honour- 
thle characters; and that one of the pay- 
Masters-general of that -period, was the 
fioble lord now at the head of the treasury, 
Cettainty, said-the noble lord, from the po- 
tical situation’ and connection in which | 
‘sand with the noblé personage now at the 
‘Head ‘of the treasury, and the individual 
friendship and ésteem I have loiig enter- 
taitied for him, impossible I could 
to cast ‘the slightest’ insinuation or 
imputation on the honour, integrity, or 
attention to ‘business, of that ‘noble lord, 
whose character bas always stood ag high 
#8 any man’s in the kingdom; but, I am 
‘stre I-can, ‘With great truth and justice, 
Sppeal to the ‘house on that point, if I did 
Rot expressly state, that 1 did not mean to 
Cast the smallest itnputation on any public 
“accountant; end, as a proof of this, | par- 
‘culerly mentioned the case of lord Ma- 
_Cariney, a nobleman of as high character 
‘and honour as.everlived, and who.was uni- 
‘yersally allowed to beso, and the peculiar 
‘hardship he laboured gnder, in not being 
Able to get his accounts settled. It unfor- 
tunately happened, however, that when J 
have stated nothing of which the right hon, 


_#ent. can directly complain, there is no- 
thing that.can deserve his animadversion, | 


\ Dut the tone in which I spake ; this, Lown, 
WA dilicals thing to answer; am expres 
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[858 
sion may be explained, a mistake may be — 
corrected, but, as to a tone, I really am at 
a loss what to say on the subject. If, in 
speaking of measures jn which the right 
hon. gent. himself was concerned, I adopt- 
ed a tone not pleasing to him, I may be 
sorry, though I do not feel disposed to 
apologize to him personally for it; but if, 
on that, or any other occasion, I had adopt- 
ed a tone which was disagreeable to the 
house, I should not only be sorry for it, 
but would be ready to make the most ample 
apology for having done so. The right 
hon. gent. had said that no very conside- 
rable part of any arrears would be lost to 
the public. He bimself had stated that he 
hoped that would bethe case. But would 
the right hon. gent. venture to say, that it 
was no loss to the public that the accounts 
of the barrack department, of the public 
stores to an immense amount, of the expé- — 
dition to the Helder, of the expedition to 
Egypt, and of our whole foreign subsidiary 
system during the last war, had never been 
audited ; all of which had taken place while 
the right hon. gent. himself was at the trea- 
sury board?” This being the fact, the house 
must agree with him in thinking that, 
though great part of the sums granted for 
these services niight ‘be properly laid out, . 
there was every possibility of great frauds 
‘having been committed. The right bon. 
gent. had accused him of not dealing fairly 
by Mr. Trotter. He had only stated the 
circumstances “in which that gentleman’ 
stood. ‘But did~he impute blame ‘to 
him? No. If, however, he had omitted it 
on the former day, he should now ask, if 
the right hon. gent. thought it proper, that’ 
the same person should be the purveyor, 
manufacturer, and store-keeper for govern- 


his own accounts? Did the right hon. 
gent. mean to say that 10 per cent. was all 
that Mr. Trotter had on these furnishings ? 
He had, besides, an additional ‘5 per cent. 
for credit, and another 5 per cent. for inci- 
dental charges, making a total of 20 per 
cent. He had not said, however, that Mr. 
Trotter was to blame in this; probably he 
might have been right to have got 50 per 
cent. if he could. In 1801, suspicions te- 
ing entertained as to the correctness of his 
charge, a charge at prime cost was de- 
manded, when it was found that these were 
his additional charges. He then reduced 
the 10 per cent. charges to'5 percent. ; the 
extra charge from 5 to 2} ‘per cent.; atid 


the other 5 per cent. for imterest he gave 


ment, and at the same tiare the auditor of - 
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up entirely’; so that he then began to find 
the same articles for 7} per cent.; which, 
during the whole of the war, he bad charged 

_ at no less than 20 per cent. ‘The noble lord 

- had no hesitation in doing Mr. Trotter the 

“justice to declare, that, from every thing 
he had been able to discover, the articles 
were of the very best quality. But in so 

-complete an absence of all check on the 

-extent and nature of the charge, it became 

duty to advert to the above circum-) 
stances. He had so stated it on a former 

éday, and now he could not contradict what 
~he then stated. If he did not find credit 
for his statement before proceeding to prove 
ity he knew he should do so when the do- 
‘euments were laid before the house. He 

felt much ‘obliged to. the right hon. gent. 
for moving for these papers, or any others 
‘which »'could ‘throw additional light on 
-the subjeet, and should certainly second 
-his motion. He must state, that it would 
take a very considerable time before the 
papers could be produced ; a ‘delay whicti 
-would principally arise from the state of 
- the accounts themselves. He had there- 
- fore made’ the necessary enquiry as to what 
. papers could be produced this session; and, 
after the hon. gent.’s ‘motion should be as- 
, sented to, ‘he should move for the produc- 
tion of sucli papers. Part of his plan he 
-might thus be obliged to postpone till next 
session, keeping in view, however, the ne- 

» Gessity of the: immediate adoption of that 
»part of it which:regarded the balancing of 
. the accounts every year, in the same man- 
ner with mercantile houses. Any delay, 
however, he assured the house, should pre+ 
ceed, not from an idea of abandoning the 

plan, but from a wish expectation 
of being able to bring it to’ greater per- 
fection. 

_ Mr. Perceval: said, that as no objection 
_had-been, or was to be made to his right 
hon. friend’s' motion, there were but two 
. points on which he would trouble the house 
with a very few observations, From the 
=manner in which ‘this business had been 
stated by the noble lord:in that house, an 
-idea had gone abroad, that the sum of 

1450 milliggs, which the noble lord had 

mentioned, was, for the greatest part, ar- 

fears which were recoverable, and it had 

-€aused a great sensation in the mind of the 
The noble’ lord had raised’a great 

expectation: in ‘the public mind, ‘that there 
were’ great balances due, which might give 
velieftoxthepublic burthens ; whereas, those 

»vagt svere no: more.thay artears-of ac 
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counts! not settled; and the mistake wi 
owing to the noble lord’s talkng of arrears, 
and ‘arrears to be recovered. The ‘noble 
lord had found fault with his right hon, 
friend; for having complained of ‘the'tore 
in which he had delivered hirhself; he had 
said, ‘* an expression might be explained, 
a mistake -corrected ; but as to a'tone, He 


could not answer for it:” He (Mr. Perce. 


val) thought, on the contrary, a tone migtit 
be explained ; for, when a person was speak- 
ing either sarcastically of ironically of at- 
other; a great deal of force and energy miglit 
be given in addition to the words used, ' 

the tone in which they were uttered. The 


second point was, he thought Mr. Trotter ' 


had reason to complain of the noble lord, 
who had described him as the manufacta. 
rer, purveyor, store-keeper, comptroller, 
and auditor of his own accounts; and that, 
after all this accumulation of relations, he 
had the modesty ‘to charge 10 per cent. 
{Here lord H. Petty said, across the table, 
“No; I deny the modesty.”] He had, how- 
ever, at this time, no profits on these seve. 
ral heads ; for, from 1801, these profits 
had bee cut-down by the member for 
Cambridgeshire (Mr. Yorke), then’ secré- 
tary at war, to 10 per cent. only. THe 
noble lord had since explained, that what 
he meant by “auditor of his own accounts” 
was, that there was nobody to audit them; 
he submitted to the house, that’ there w 


a great difference between the statement’ 


and the explanation. He wished the noble 
lord to give a more correct statement, in 
order to give satisfaction to ‘the public 
mind on so important a subject.. 
Lord H. Petty was surprised, that any 
such mistake should have occurred, as that 
‘of ‘taking arrears of accounts for arrears of 
balances; and, in a speech of considerable 
length, when talking of arrears, which word 
frequently occurred, that the ‘instant af 
rears were mentioned, without the addition 
of accounts, it “should “immediately be 
taken to mean arrears of balances. Tt was, 
he thought, that kind’ of mistake which'tlo 
one could well make, who did not wish to 
Mr. Perceval, in explanation, said, Mat 
a certain’ morning ‘paper had  stated’the 
arrears to be arfears’of bulances'to a vast 
‘Dr. Laurence reprobated the imisintérpre- 
‘tation of the ‘artears’of accounts into at- 
rears ‘of money 3 and ‘explained’ the mep- 
tion of Mr. Trotters’ as appli¢able’only'to 


the complex situation in- which 


co 
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-the*national debt was outstanding in ba- 
ju morning paper; supposed to be in the 


‘amount of the accounts unaudited us re- 
eoverable to the public. 
Mr. Wilberforce thought his right hon. 


etetider, as to persons supposed to hold 
of accounts unsettled, as if the latter were 
‘abuses, and produce the worst conse- 


@uefices, He gave the noble lord, there- 
fore, great credit for the attention he bad 


Was proposed to check abuses of this 


| ako; he believed the noble lord was of 


‘than 93,000/. of the public money was in 


| ‘and, therefore, he thought there was no such 


§ ‘hoped the noble lord would never lose sight 


‘oithe clerks in the War-office. Since 1793, 
998 regimental accounts had been settled; 


produced great delay. 'The- 
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gross and’ absurd’ error, that any 
‘person ‘could suppose a sum equal to 


iMr. Huskisson adverted to a statement 


interest of government; in which the noble 
Jord was described as representing the 


friend’ under bim (Mr. Rose) a little too 


bulances iu their hands; and his learned 
friend (Mr. Perceval) bad distinguished 
belween utrears of balances and arrears 


not a great evil. He thought accounts 
lotig. outstanding might create numerous 


paid to'the subject, and the plan by which 


kind in futare. 

“Mr. Paull differed with those gentlemen 
who thought these arrears were no more 
than arreats of accounts. He thought, on 
the contrary, there were arrears of balances 


the same opinion; -and he had but little 
doubt, that large sums would be recovered. 
Inthe barrack department alone, an arrear 
of-balances had been lately discovered, by 
fe commission appointed for investigating 
military.accounts; and that no less a sum 


the hands of general Delancey. There 
Were, unquestionably, many more, when 
the accounts came to be fully enquired into; 


great’ mistake as had been imputed. He 


Of that part of his plan for making the au- 
ditors'account every year, 
Lord Henry Petty said, he had expressly 
tated that to be his intention, and he 
should vot depart from it. 

“Mr. W. Dundas vindicated the conduct 


were still’ to be settled, of which 115 
Were under examitiation: The bankruptcy 
Othe great ugency house of Ross and 


‘Palitution of monthly for half-yearly pay- 
had:also retarded the accounts ;~but 
great facility would-Le given 


the quarterly payments now ad'pted.. I 


was only the account of the 74th regiment 


that was-in arrear so long. | 
The Secretary at War wished every-meatis 
to be uséd for facilitating the examination of 


the public accounts, and particulary those | 


in the War-office ; but’ was by no-means’so 
sanguine as to imagine, that the arrangé- 
ment proposed by the right hon, gent. 
(Mr. Rose) would be so effectual as he ap- 
peared to supposes He observed; that in 
the whole course of the conversation which. 
this motion had produced, there‘had been 
no opposition: to the motion itself; and 
therefore, the right hon. gent.. who made‘it 
hal no reason to complain, if ‘his object 
should not be ultimately attained. He 
must, however, be allowed to observe, that 


he wished the house noet-to separate without — 


affording to him an opportunity of saying, 
that there was no idea of intending to defame 
Mr. ‘Trotter. No such intention was enter- 
tained by his noble friend. » He had stated, 
very fairly, the different characters in which 
Mr. Trotter had been employed by goverh- 
ment, ever since the American war; during 
which time, said the right hon. secretary, 
I believe he has discharged his duty tortlie 
public with very great and distinguished 
ability; but the very capacity in« which 
Mr. Trotter acted, rendered it almost im- 
possible that there should not be great 
confidence in that officer ; and'the security, 
for his discharge of the duties of his.office, 
must reat entirely on his integrity.; That 
his accounts are not audited, is not strictly 
true, for they do undergo an audit; bat 
that cannot be so strictly done, as to pre- 
vent the possibility of frauds, and even 
enormous frauds. 
Mr. Rose observed, that the noble lord 
(Henry Petty) had said, he should not alter 
his tone, on any’occasion of the investiga- 
tion of public affairs; be did not desire’that 
he should; but his feelings and sensations 
were excited by what fell from: the noble 


lord by way of observation; not upon him, - 


but upon a right hon. ‘friend- of’ his, now 
no more. These observations were not f- 
vourable to the ministerial memory of that 
great and departed statesman (Mr. Pitt). 
Very different conduct had been observed 
by a right hon. gent. on the other side, for 
which he had a claim on his gratitude.) He 
then proceeded to defend his own conduct 


administration under Mr. Pitt. | The 


noble! lord had’ ‘complained, . that: there 


was’ no’ account of the. expeditions to the 
Helder or to Egypt. Good God’! had 


ihe noble lord forgotten the. pains. which 
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were taken by Mr. Pitt to accelerate all 


public acccunts of this nature; and that it 
was not his fault, that they had not been 
ali forth-coming without delay? By his 


direction, $5 or 36 clerks had been. 


added to a public office for that purpose ; 


por was Mr. Pitt contented with that ; but. 


he followed it up with various directions 
for a better mode of investigation of those 
‘accounts. But the noble lord had asked 
him, if he thought there was no evil in the 
arrears of public accounts. He admitted 
‘there was an evil in it; but it was fitting the 
house should know to whom the delay was 
Owing; it was neither to himself, nor to: 
the late Mr. Pitt. As to the different re- 
lations in which Mr. Trotter stood towards 
government, he had said, and he must re- 
peat it, that he did not know, nor had he 
any means of knowing, Mr. Trotter’s mode 
_ Of supplying articles for the army until he 
became paymaster-general, and in that cha- 
racter he was only a mere banker, and had. 
no discretion ; he was astonished at the 
payments which were made to the amount 
of 10 millions ; but if there was any blame 
imputable to Mr. Trotter, in any. part of 
these accounts, he was sorry that the noble 
ord’s friend (Mr. Windham) was not pre- 
sent, to defend himself for having continued 
Mr. Trotter in so many different characters 
under government ; however, the noble lord 
should not put these matters to him (Mr. 
Rose), for he was not responsible for, nor 
“even apprised of them; the tioble lord 
_ should direct his observations to those who 
were concerned, and hot to those who knew 
‘nothing of the matter. He could not help 
observing, however, that the noble lord 
had taiked of 450 millions unaccounted 
for, as if that sum had been lost to the pub- 
‘lic; whereas, he (Mr. Rose) had stated, that 
different heads of those very services to the 
‘amount of 429 millions were unaccounted 
for, in which it was impossible for the public 
to have Jost 100/.. He disclaimed any in- 
“tention to say any thing disrespectful of the 
‘manner in which the numerous clerks in 
the War-office performed the various duties 
allotted to them: all he meant to say was, 
that some considerable regulations ough 
to, take place in that department. .He 
- Concluded with assuring the noble lord, he 
“should have his utmost support in making 
al) possible disclosure of public accounts. 
_ The motion was then put and carried. 
Lord H. Petty, on rising to. move for 
‘additional accounts on the subject, ob- 


1806—Tortola Free- Port Bill 


spoken disrespectfully of his late predeces. 
sor; but at the same time, he would never 
be prevented, by any feelings of false de. 
licacy, from performing his duty to the 
public, in stating abuses which had existed 
during the administration of that right hoa, 
gent.; and he was certain, that were thet 
great man now alive, he would not haye 
wished him to abstain from any of the state. 
ments which he had made. He then moved 
for a variety of lists of accounts not yet de. 
livered by accountants, nor proceeded.upon 
in the office of the commissioners of audit; 
which were ordered accordingly, 
Frer-Pont Bad 
Temple moved the order of the’ day for the 
third reading of the Tortola Free+Portbill; 
Mr. Rose briefly adverted to the disade 
vantages which, be conceived, would regi 
from it, and entreated that the noble lord 
would consider it in every point of view, 
before he pressed it through the howse, — 
Mr. S. Bourne said, that such a measute 
had been more than once under considé 
ration, but had beeu rejected on examins 
tion ; and he conceived that the board of 


tvade had undertaken the business throu 


the solicitations of certain interested p 
sons, without being aware of the cons 


quences. He therefore would oppose tie | 


third reading. 
Mr. Perceval did not think it detent) 

press this measure on the house, without 

a siigle argument being made use of by 


‘the ‘ministers in support of it. ‘The learned 


gent, then repeated several of the 7“ 
ments he had before urged against the bill, 
It would be impossible, he said, that the 
island of Tortola could ever be in the same 
situation as the island of St. Thomas; the 
latter’ being in the possession of a nedlral 
power, and having a privilege of trading al 
over the world; neither of which advat- 
tages Tortola could have by virtue of this 
bill. He then adverted to the difficulty 
that would arise, from the signature of the 


‘officer in the island of. Tortola not being 


known in all the different ports of England 


and Ireland; and eoncluded by calling 6 


the ministers, not to suffer the bill to’pa 
without breaking through the silent dign 
they had maintained in all the stages, % 
at least, stating what, grounds they bad | 
bringing forward the measure.—No answer 


}being made to this demand, the question 


was put, and the house divided;' when there 
appeared, for the third reading, 


| | 
| 
| | 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, May 28. 

Alxures.] ‘The bouse met, pursuant 
fo adjournment, Strangers were excluded, 
and continued so tll nine o’clock ; during: 
which, we understand, their lordships were 
considering, in @ comnnittee of the whole 
house, the evidence aiduged on the trial of 
lord viscount Melville, 


if] 


MOUSE OF COMMONS, 

Wednesday, May 28, 
Disiaeseal A petition was presented 
by Mr, Alexander, from the merchants of 
gow, against the bill now pending, for 
de the Drawback on foreign Linens 
gsported trom this country; which, with 
two Teather’ petitions, from other merchants, 
jthe same etiect, were ordered to lie on 
table until the second reading of the 
fe which, upon the motion of Mr. Foster, 
was deferred till Wednesday next.—A new 
writ was ordered to be issued, for the elec- 
tion of a a representative for the county of 
serset, in the room of W. Dickenson, 
a deceused.—Sir J. Anderson presented 
tition from the curriers of London, 
phase the bill for repealing the Flaying 
Aé.—The house, upon the motion of lord 
ple, resolved itself into a.comunittee 
taking into consideration the Foreign 


Thread Lace Duty act, and the propriety 


the duties thereon. Kesolved, 
it was expedient to increase the seve~ 

tal denominations of duties. Ordered to 
on Friday.—A_ message from 
the lords announced their lordships’ con- 
Sirrence in the Irish Spirit Duty bill, the 
Irish Butter’ Regulation bill, and several 

ivate bills, —Mr. Speaker acquainted the 

that.in answer to the communica- 
ition of the thanks of the house voted id 
dmiral sir Richard Strachan, and the ofti- 
ers, seamen, and marinés, under his 
ihand, for their gallant services against ‘the 
enemy, he had received a letter from that 
Oflicer, dated on board the Cesar; at sea, 
the 19th of May, 1806; d which he 
‘thould read, The letter, in ace 

howledged the receipt of the letter from 

[. Speaker, communicating to sir Richard 

¢ honour done him by the house of com- 

ons, in their. vote, approving the services 
of yecbal and the officers and seamen un- 
‘Ser his command ; that he should feel sin- 
Bere. pleasure in performing the duty en- 
cee to him, of communicating the sense 

of the house of Commons to the officers, 
‘wanien, under his 


Oude. 
trespass unnecessarily upon the time 
attention of the house. 


(366 
and as to himself, he begged leave ta, 


express his hope, that his readiness, on: 


all occasions, to devote his life to the, 
service of his country, would prove, him. 
uot unworthy the honour conferred upon. 
him. 

[Arrarns or Inpia—Oune Cuancz.} 
Mr. Paull, pursuant: to. the notice he had; 
given, rose to bring forward his promised 
Charge against the marquis Wellesley, with: 
reference to his conduct to the Nabob 
It was: not his wish, he said, to 


The charges he 
meant to submit to their consideration, be 


‘had written, and were in his, hand; he 


would read them, if it was the pleasure of 

the house, or, with their permission, he 

would move, without reading them, to lay. 

them on the table-—The Speaker Lee 4 

the hon, member might use bis rhe? 

discretion, and had certainly a right, if 
he chose, to use his \privilege of laying 
them on the table. 
ately did so, and moved -that the charge 
be now read. ‘The charge was accordingly 
read by the clerk at the table, and is as 
follows : 

“ Article of Charge of high. Crimes and 
Misdemeanours committed by Richard 
Colley Marquis Wellesley, im his {range 
actions with respect to the Nabob Vizier 

of Oude. 

‘That Richard Colley Marquis Welles. 
ley was appointed, constituted, and actue 
ally became a-sérvant of the united com~- 
pany of merchants of England trading to 
the East Indies, in the month of October, 
in the year of our Lord 1797, and in the 
year of the reign of his majesty the 37th, 
That the office which he was appointed to 
fill was that of governor-general of Bengal, 
and subsequently of captain-general ot “all 
the king’s and company’s forces serving in 
the British territories in the East Indies. 
That be arrived, and took possession of 
the government committed to his charge, 
in the month of May 1798; and that he 
continued to fill and > exercise the powers 
of the said office and offices, until the 
month of August 1805, when he was therein 
superseded by Charles marquis Cornwallis. 

—That Oude is an independent princi- 
pality in the peninsula of India, adjoining 
on the one side to the British territories, 
being in extent somewhat larger than Eng- 
land and Wales, having many. large and 
populous cities; amongst whichis Lucknow, 
oe present capital, exceeding, in number 


Mr. Paull immedi- . 
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of inhabitants, London and Westminster 
together ; and containing jn the whole prin- 
‘cipality, a population of nearly 6,000,000 
souls. That the government is monar- 
chical in form, and absolute in the person 
of the sovereign, whose title is that of 
Wabob Vizier; who had under him, previous 
to the spoliation and extortion of marquis 
Wellesley, a high and opulent nobility ; 
whose court exhibited every mark. of splen- 
dour, .and every proof of reverence and 
devotion to the sovereign; whose jewels 
. alone were worth 4,000,000/. sterling ; whose 
retinue was so numerous, that he was 
sometimes attended with 500 elephants 
richly capdrisoned, the whole number of 
his elephants and stable horses amounting 
to several. thousands; and whose army 
consisted of more than 13,000 horse, and 
30,000 foot, exclusive of artillery, , and 
exclusive also of an armed police. . That 
the principality of Oude abounds in fertile 
lands, and yields (besides those sorts of 
grain which are common to: England) cot- 
ton, indigo, rice, sugar, and. many other 
valuable commodities. That the manufac- 
tories, previous to the spoliations of mar- 
uis Wellesley, were extensive, and the ex- 

s thereof great, both in quantity of 
goods and in amount of value ; and that 
the revenues of the country were abundant, 
and daily increasing. That the mode. of 
raising the revenues of Oude has grown out 
of the nature of the government ; according 
to the laws and usages of which, the: sove- 
reiga, that is to say, the nabob vizier, is the 
sole and’ exclusive owuer of the lands, 
there being in the country no property. but 
‘that which is derived from the profits of 
‘the taxes farmed out or let by him, and 
collected by his authority, and, if need be, 
by the aid of his troops. That the great 
renters’ or farmers-geveral of the taxes, 
are calléd Aumils, of whom there are about 
20 in‘humber, and to whom the taxes of 
counties or portions of the country are let; 
the’ two principal aumils being Almas Ali 
Cawnand Mirza Mehindy, the former having 
the farm of one-third and the latter of one- 
* fourth of the revenues of the whole coun- 
try. That there is anather class of renters 


generally a fortress to defend himself against 
the aumil,. in case of a quarre} “arising 
from the oppression of the latter, or from 
}any other cause, . That from the Ryots, op 
husbandmen, and manufacturers (which 
character is generally united in the game 
person) the taxes are collected by theig 
respective zemindars. - ‘That. the rent of 
the taxes is fixed by agreements annuélly 
made, first, between the nabob vizier and 
the aumils,-whovare, besides, great nobles, 
composing a part of hiscourt, and, except 
in the season of collecting, residing if the 
capital; next, between the aumils and thé 
zemindars, from whom the former. obigin 
as high a rent as they can prevail.on the 
latter to give; and,» lastly, between 
zemindars. and their ryots, to each of whom 
is left, out of the produce of his labour, 
the means wherewith to subsist in a greater 
or less degree’ of ease, there being, fics 
cording-to the laws and usages of the coun, 
try, no possibility of his acquiring any:tbing 
to which the name of property can ‘apply, 
That, from such a state of existence,sode 
grading in the eyes of Britons, it bécame 
a British governor and commander (if at 
all justified in interfering) to endeavour 
exalt the people of Oude; but that, asit 
will hereinafter appear, the aforesaid map 
guis Wellesley, after having, under pretem 
ces the most groundless, encroached 
and extended his sway over the a 
of Oude, did, .upon.the people thereal 
impose burthens greatly surpassing any,that ° 
had ever been imposed even by the most 
oppressive of their native sovereigns, their 
aumils, or their zemindars.—T hat the Bre 
tish connection with Oude began inthe 
year 1765, under the governor-generaljbip 
of Robert lord Clive, by. the treaty of At 
lahabad, being a treaty of peace, and of 
defensive alliance between the Eastelndis 
company and the then reigning sovereign 
Sujah ul Dowlah.; stipulating, amongst 
other things, that, ‘ in case the dominions 
of his highness Sujah ul Dowlah shallat 
any time hereafter beattacked, the English 
company shall, assist him with forces ate 
cording to the exigency of his,afiairs, 
that in. such case the extraordinary 


or farmers of the taxes under the aumils, 
called Zemindars, a superior class of whom 
are also distinguished by the name of Ra- 
jabs, who rent of the aumils the; taxes of 
their several townships or villages, each 
zemindar being, however, in. such his mi- 
nor district, a sort of hereditary feudal’ 
ebieftain, haying his family, bis clan, and | 


pence of the forces.so employed,,,shall 
be defrayed by him ;” the said treatyan 


form, language, and tenour, fully: 
that the said nabob vizier Sujahul,Dowl 


was, to all intents and. purposes, the sone 
reign of a state perfectly independadl 
That, in 1768, by.a treaty made at Benares 
between the English company and thesis 
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hob vizier Sujah ul Dowlab, an explana- 
© fory clause was added to the treaty of Al- 

jahabad, respecting the number of troops 
to be in future maiuatained by his highyess, 
and confirming the said treaty of Allaha- 
bad.—That in the year 1778, under the 
wernor-generalship of Warren Hastings, 
esquire, a treaty of cession and of subsidy 

was made at Benares between the English 
ny and the mabob vizier Sujah ul 
Dowlab; by which treaty, were ceded for 
ever to the vizier and his heirs, three con- 
siderable districts of country, then beleing: 
ing to or-claimed by the company ; in cdn- 
fideration of which it was stipulated, on 
the part of the nabob vizier, that he should 
pay to. the English company, at different 
periods there stated, 50 lacks of sicca ru- 
pees; and, in a second article, it was sti- 
pulated, in order to prevent disputes con- 
germing the payments to be made by the 
gabob vizier for expences of the company’s 
tops, which might be called to march} 
to his assistance, that the expence of a. 
sete should be computed at 2 lacks: 
10,000 sicca rupees (or 26,250/.) per month, ' 
sich brigade to consist of 2 battalions of| 
6 battalions of sepoys, and 
company of artillery: aud further it was, 
fipalated, that, exclusive of the above- 
Motioned.sum, no more shall, ou any 
wecount, be demanded from him; and 
Should the company and the English chiefs 
have occasion. to send for thé troops of the 
aibob vizier, the company and-the English 
thiefs shall also pay their expences in the 
lke manner.” ‘That in the year 1775, 
upon the death of Sujah ul Dowlah,, 
ten Hastings, esq., being still governor- 
@ueral, as aforesaid, a new treaty was 
Made at Lucknow, . between the English 
and the nabob vizier Asoph ul 
Dowlah, soa and successor of Sujah ul 
Dowlah, by which treaty{it was stipulated 
that the said nabob vizier, for the aid and 
iisistance of the English troops when sth- 
figned with him, should pay monthly for 
tle charges of a brigade from the~ time 
thatthe said troops should enter his terri- 
at Mis request, uptil their ‘return, 
thesum of two Jacks 60,000 sicca rupees 
(ot $2;500/.); and, as the subsidy above 
Mipulated for related particularly to the 
defence: of possessions in the ‘vicinity of 
the British territories, it was further stipu~ 
lated, ‘in a subsequent article, that, ‘* if the 
wtesaid nabob vizier shall ever require the 
tidonassistance of the English company for 


he will fix something for the company in 
proportion to the. service: and in con- 
clusion this solemn declaration was made: 
‘** The English company, and all the En- © 
glish sirdars (or chiefs) engage to perform 
whatever articles are now mutually set- 
led; and in the future, during the life 
of the nabob vizier Asoph ul Dowlah, 
they will not, in any respect or manner, 
make requests of any thing new, con- 
trary to the tenour of this treaty ; and this 
the parties mutually swear according to 
their respective faiths.” That in the year 
1781 Warren Hastings, esq., being still 
the governor-general as aforesaid, another 
treaty between the English company and 
the nabob vizier Asoph ul Dowlah, was 
made at Chunar: that, previous to’ the mar 
king of this treaty, the subsidiary force . 
having been found ‘unequal to the purposes 
of external defence and internal tranquil 
lity, other troops have been from time to 
time introduced ‘under the denomination 
of Sibbendies, temporary brigade, &c. &v. 
so that the expences.of the military de- 
partment. became a burthen too gréat for 
the, finances of the country to support ; 
wherefore, by the treaty herein last named, 
it was declared and agreed, that, the said 
nabob vizier “ having repeatedly and ur- 
gently represented “that he is unable to 
Support the expences of ‘the temporary 
brigade, cavalry, and English. officers, 
with their battalions, as well as other 
gentlemen, who are now paid by ‘him, 
under the denomination of Sebundy, &c, 
&c.; and having made sundry ‘requests to 
that and other purposes, and: as: the con- 
stancy and firmness of ‘his alliance with 
the company entitle-him to.every consie 
deration and relief that may:depend upon 
us; I Warren Hastings, governor-general, 
have agreed that the temporary brigade, 
and 3 regiments of cavalry, be no longer 
charged to the nabob’s account for the 
year fussellee 1189, excepting a term for 
24 months, which is required for their 
passing the nabob’s boundaries; and for 
which, together with all former: allow- 
ances and argears, their usual pay and al- 
lowances are to he made good; also, 
that the. English officers, with their se- 
bundy battalions, and other gentlemen, 
excepting the resident’s office, now upon 
the nabob’s. list, be no longer at his 
eharge for the year 1189, the arrears 
‘being »paid' up; with the addition of two 
months allowances; the true» meaning 


fieddefence of any other of bis countries, 


‘a this being, that no :more troops be 
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paid for by the nabob, than the ‘number 
of European artillery and sepoys agreed 
for under the title of one brigade, with the 
late nabob Sujah ul Dowlah,: now paid 
for at the rate of 260,000 rupees (or 
$2,500/.) per month 3-to which is now to 
be added one regiment of sepoys of the 
present establishment, expressly allowed 
for the. purpose of. protecting the office, 
treasury, and person of the resident -at 
_ Lucknow; the pay and allowances of which 
shall commence from the first of Aughun 
next, at the rate of 25,000 rupees per 
month. (or 3,125/.), the regiment to be re- 
lieved every $ months : also, that the bri- 
gade shall. be stationed or moved wherever 
the nabob shall direct,.in the mode pre- 
. Scribed by the former treaty with the nabob 
vizier deceased: and finally, that whenever 
the nabob vizier shall require a further 
aid of troops from.the company, the pay 
and allowances shall commence: from. the 
day of their passing the Carumnassa ; also, 
should the assistance of the nabob’s troops 
be required by the company, ‘their pay 
and allowances, as may then be agreed on, 


be allowed during the time’ they may: 


serve.’’. That. thus, by this new treaty, 
it-was. settled that the temporary ’brigade, 
and all other troops, the ‘subsidiary’ bri-, 
gade excepted, should be withdrawn ; that’ 
‘the subsidiary brigade should be augmen-: 
ted with one reginient of sepoys, for which 
‘the nabob vizier was to pay at the rate of 
25,000 rupees a month, making the whole 
subsidy amount to: 2 lack and 88,000 ru-| 


pees (ore35 .625/.) a month; and that 


whatever further troops might be sent into 
the country, at the special request of the 


-nabob vizier, he should pay for at a rate 


‘to beagreedupon ; and that, in conclu- 
,Sl0n, it- was,’ by the said treaty, declared 
-andagreed, “ that the treaties made between 
the English and. the nabob Sujah ul Dow-. 
Jab should be ratified between the pre- 
sent’ -parties,''as ‘far as might be consis- 
tent with the above-written ‘articles; and 
officers, troops, or others, should 
be put. upon the nabob's: establishment, 
exclusive of those before! stipulated.” 
‘That, under the date: the treaty here 
_ mentioned ‘of 1781, there was an ‘agree- 
‘ment entered: into between the English 
‘company and the nabob vizier; in which 
asreement the ‘nabeb vizier promised to 
accept of,and-conform himself to, theadvice 
of the governor- general as tothe reduction! 
of his‘expence:,° and; the appropriation 
his revenue; but that, inthe said advice or 
agreement, it was ‘* expressly declared,” 


t 


that ‘* the ultimate object thereof was the 
nabob vizier’s interest alone, the interest 
of the English company being no furthes 
concerned than in the influence which they 
will eventually have iu the payment of thg 
debt due from the nabob-vizier to the com: 
pany. *—That, in the, year 1787, Charley 
marquis Cornwallis being then governors 
general under the said East-ludia ‘coms 
pany, as aforesaid, a new treaty was:made, 
on the 2Ist of July in the: said: year, 
between the said company and’ the ‘aid 
nabood vizier Asoph ul Dowlah.' That this 
last-mentioned treaty was in form of lets 
ter from marquis Cornwallis to the 
vizier; the propositions in which’ lette 
contained, being accepted in a letter from 
the nabob vizier, became the stipulations 
of a treaty between the parties aforesaid, 
That by this treaty it was stipulated, ‘that, 
“ after the Ist-of March 1787, the whole 
sum to be paid annually by the vizier to 
the company should be 50 lacks of fyzabad 
16'sun rupees (or 600,000/.), including the 
charges for the brigades, those of the 1 
sidency, the allowance to Saadut 
Cawn, and the stipends of the Rohillas; 
there should be no excess. unless: the vi 
zier should demand more- forces from the 
company ; in that casé, the increase 
be provided for on a‘fair estimate + That 
if either of the 2 brigades or corps of ti 
valry should be recalled, or any consider. 
able diminution ‘in their number: should 
take place, the company should ‘allow 
the vizier for the. decrease of the expence 
from the sum of 50 lacks, agreeable tova 
fair valuation; that the arrears» due to 
the residency, to the troops, to Saadut 
Ali Cawn, to the Robillas, and toTeut. 
“Anderson; should be - paid to the Istof 
March, ‘but the other arrears charged to 
the governor be struck out, and.no°lot- 
ger considered as-a demand. of, this go 
vernment’ on his excellency: | That-a res 
dent should remain at his: excellency’ 
court; but it. being a system now por 
tively and. declaredly . established» thit 
the company should not interferevih aby 
respect in the details of 
vernment, strict orders «should sett 
him neither to interfere himself, not we 
fer any interference, for any publicyor 
private claims: of British subjects 
sons under our authority; and that te 
whole management of the vizier’s Coumlly 
should be left to his excelleney: and his 


of| ministers, and.no. appeals from: any ofits 


inbubitants..be ‘received .by the company’s 


government.”—That the said: goverom 
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seneral marquis Cornwallis in council did, 
in a letter by them addressed 
to the secret committee of the East-India 
gompany, dated on the 16th of August 
1787, state, “ that the satisfaction of the 
gabob vizier at the conduct aud con- 
dlusion. of this negociation had been ex- 
pressed in a letter addressed’ by him to 
the governor-general, a copy of which, as 
well as of the kistbundy executed by bim, 
were inclosed; that, upon the whole, 
tliey had every reason to affirm that it 
would prove the foundation of a perma- 
connection between him and the 
gompany, being concluded upon principles 
of mutual advantage to both; and that 
notwithstanding the renunciation of the 
large claims of the company’s government 
upon the nabob vizier, it must in a pecu- 
fiary light be deemed beneficial to the 
company; and that’ the negociation 
would appear conformable to the ‘spirit 
ofthe company’s instructions regarding 
the conduct of their government to the 
pabob vizier.” That, in conformity with 
the stipulations of the treaty here men- 
tioned, the said governor-general did, 
amongst other his instructions to Edward 
Otto Ives, esq. then resident at Lucknow, 
strictly enjoin him not to interfere in the 
internal government of the nabob vizier ; 
dbserving and ordering as follows; to wit: 
that; ‘‘an interference with the internal go- 
Yernment of the nabob vizier’s dominions 
being now unnecessary, as well as contrary 
to the engagements subsisting between us| 
and the vizier, you will be careful to avoid 
both the reality and appearance of ‘any; 
and*you will use your endeavours to ac- 
quire the confidence of the vizier and his 
ministers, and to convince them that we 
have nothing in view but. to render the 
connection with Oude of mutual benefit 
to both parties.” ‘hat an account of the 
conducting and of the result of these nego- 
dations, between the nabob vizier and the 
marquis Cornwallis, having been commu- 
Meated to the said East-India company, 
the'court of Airectors of the said company, 
byalettePto the said governor-general in 
council, dated on the Sth of April 1789, 
did “approve of the general arrangement, 
aid of the principles upon which it was 
framed,”and did express their satisfaction, 
that“* the nature of the connection with 
the nabob vizier was now accurately de- 
fined, the defence of Oude being as- 
Signed to the British troops undér’a fixed 


‘the country remaining with the nabob 
vizier.” ‘That thus, the nabob vizier pay- 
ing an annual subsidy of 600,000/. to the 
‘East-India company, the connection be- 
tween the company and the nabob 
vizier did continue uninterrupted and 
unaltered for the space of 10 years.— 
That, in the year 1797, Sir John Shore, 
bart. (now lord Teignmouth), being the 
then governor-general under the said East- 
India company ; it having been found ne. 
cessary to augment the company’s forces; 
and “ the governor-general haying repre- 
sented to his excellency the nabob vizier, 
the late very great increase of the compa- 
ny’s establishments, by the addition of 
several regiments of cavalry, both Euro- 
pean and native; and having, in compli- 
ance with the company’s order, solicited 
his excellency’s assistance to defray the 
consequent additional expence ;” it was: 
stipulated, in an agreement made at Luck- 
now in the month of March, in the ‘year 
last-mehtioned, between the said governor 
general and the nabob vizier, that “ his 
excellency the nabob vizier, in the fullest 
reliance that the company’s troops are 
ever ready, in cynformity to- existing cire 
cumstances, to protect and defend his 
dominions against the attacks of all his 
enemies, will annually defray the actual 
bond fide expences of a regiment of Eu- 
ropeans and one of native cavalry; (that 
is to say) two regiments, (the amount of 
which expences, the governor-general 
cannot at present specify,) provided they 
shall not exceed, upon every account, . 
five lacks and a half of rupees per annum; 
the amount to be defrayed by monthly 
instalments, of which the first shail coms 
mence with the month of Bysade of the 
present Fussiley year.”"—That, in the year 
1797, the nabob vizier Asoph ul Dowlah 
died, and was, for a short space, succeed=. 
ed in the musnud (or throne) by a pre. 
tended son, named Vizier Ally Cawn, who, 
through the aid of the elder Begum and of 
the great Aumil Almas ‘Ali Cawn, usurp. 
ed the throne, to the prejudice of the 
rightful heir Saadut Ali Cawn, brother of 
the late nabob vizier Asoph ul Dowlah. 
That, by the aid of the English East-India 
company, the usurper was dethroned, and 
Saadut Ali Cawn was placed on the throne 
on the 21st of January 1798.’ That, on 
‘thé 21st of February in'the year last men-. 
tioned, a new treaty was made at Lucknow 
between the ‘said nabob vizier Saadut Ali 


aibsidy, and the internal government of 


yew on the one part, and the said East- - 
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India company on the other.part, the said 
sir John Shore being still the governor- 
general, as aforesaid. ‘That, .in the treaty 
here mentioned, it was stipulated, that, as 
- the English company. had “ incurred a con- 
siderable expence by their exertions to 
restore the nabob vizier to the possession 
of his rights, he the said nabob vizier 
should, in consideration thereof, pay to 
the company the sum of 12 lacs of ru- 
pees ;” and further, it was in the said 
treaty stipulated, that, ‘* with a view to 
enable the English company to fulfil 
their engagements to defend the domi- 
nions of the nabob vizier, and at, the 
same time to provide for the protection. 
of their own dominions, the company 
having largely increased their military 
establishments by new levied regiments 
for that purpose ;” that the annual sub- 
sidy paid to the company by the nabob 
vizier should be augmented from 55} to 
76 lacs of rupees (or 950,000/.), including 
the stipends to the Begums and ‘others, 
and which subsidy the nabob vizier was to 
pay by monthly kists (or instalments), each 
instalment being in amount equal to a 
12th part of the whole annual subsidy. 
And further, it was in the said treaty sti- 
pulated, as to the company’s troops to be 
maintained in the principality of Oude 
for its defence, that the said troops should 
“* never consist of less than ten. thousand. 
men, including Europeans and natives, 
cavalry, infantry, and artillery; and that 
if, at any time, it should become neces-, 
sary to augment the troops of the com- 
pany in. Oude beyond ‘the number of 
13,000 men, including Europeans and 
natives, infantry, cayalry, and artillery, 
nabob Saadut Ali Cawn should pay 

the actual difference. occasioned by the, 
-xeess above. that number; and that in 
the same manner, if the troops of the. 
company of Oude, from any necessity, 
should be less than 8,000 men, including 
infantry, cavalry, artillery, natives and: 
Europeans, a deduction should be. made 
from the annual stipend, of 76 lacs of 
rupees, equal to the actual difference of 
men below the specified number.” And 
further, it was,in thé.said treaty stipulated, 
with regard to.security for the regular pay- 
ment of the iste aforesaid that, “‘ as the: 
ment. of the company’s troops in 
Onde depends upon the regular discharge 


‘of the spbsidy, stated in the 9d. and 3d 
articles .of. the treaty, the said. nabob 
Gages. to exert his utmost endeavours: 


discharge the stipulated Kists with punetus 
ality; but that if, contrary to the sincere 
iuitentions and exertions of the said nabob, 

the payment of the kists should fall -intg 

arrear, thé said nabob Saadut Ali Cawg 

engages and promises, that he will then 

give such security to the compapy for the 
discharge of the existing arrears, and the 

future regular payment of the kists,. as. 
shall be deemed satisfactory.” And fur. 
ther, in the said treaty it was stipulated, 

with respect to reductions of expence in 
the government of the nabob vizier, that, 

“* the subsidy to the company being now 

considerably increaséd, and many other 
permanent charges upon his éxcellency 

being incurred, on a comparison of his 

disbursements with the assets or pecus 
niary means of his country, it becomes . 
necessary to make such reductions in the 
superfluous charges of the public esta« 
blishments, servants, &c. as may be ree 
quisite, and are consistent with his ex. 
cellency’s dignity aud convenience; and 
to that end the’said nabob agrees to cons 
sult with the company’s goverament, and,’ 
in concert with them, devise the proper 
objects of such reductions, and the best 
means of affecting them ;” And, lastly, im 
the said treaty it was stipulated, as to the 
management of the internal affairs of the 
principality of Oude, that “ all transactions 
between the two states should be carried on 
with the greatest cordiality and harmony 
ou both sides, and that the nabob. vizier 
should possess full authority over: his 
househould. affairs, hereditary dominions, 
his troops, and his subjects.”—That the; 
terms of the said treaty were highly advan, 
‘tageous to the English company, not only 
fas enabling them to defray almost the 
whole increased expence of their military 
establishment, and having added in perpe+ 
jtuity to the possessions of the compan 

the important fortress of Allahabad, which 
was to be put in a state of defence at the 
,expence of the nabob vizier, but did:great+ 
‘ly. aid the said company in their commer 
tcial concerns, as appears ina letter from 
‘the governor-general'in council to the 
‘cret. committee of the court of directorsy 
dated on the 5th of March 1798, and of 
iwhich. advantages the court of directors: 
‘were fully sensible, as appears by their an- 
iswer to the extract last quoted, of their 
political letter to the governor-general mar~ 
Iquis Wellesley, dated the 15th day of 


in the year 1799; wherein they ob« 
‘Servo, that “the governor-general’s miauts 
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of the Sth of March, 1798, contains a very 
satisfactory explanation of the variations 
between the terms of the previous en- 

ment executed by Saadut Ali at Be- 
pares, and those of the definitive treaty 
concluded at Lucknow: By the latter, 
the’ company’s influence over the vizier's 
gountry appears to be sufficiently pre- 
served -without the insertion of any ar- 
ticle that might be deemed offensive; and 
we have the further satisfaction to find, 
that, exclusive of the immediate ‘payment 
of 12 lacs of rupees (or 150,000/, sterling) 
by the nabob vizier, his annual subsidy is 
jocreased upwards of 20 lacs of rupees 


for 250,000/.), besides the acquisition of 


afortress in the Oude dotinions, of the 
t consequence in the scale of ge- 

neral defence ;” and in the same letter 
they add, that, “* having taken this genefal 
view of the subject, with a minute attention 
however to-all the papers proceed- 
ings, we are, upon the whole, decidedly 
ofopinion, that the late governor-general, 
lord Teignmouth, in a most arduous situa- 
tion, and under circumstances of much deli- 
and embarrassment, conducted hime 
with great temper, impartiality, ability, 
and firmness ; and that he finished a long 
course of faithful services, by planning and 
carrying into execution an arrangement 
which not only redounds highly to his 
own honour, but which will also operate 
to the reciprocal advantage of the com- 
pany and the nabob vizier.”—That the cha- 
macter and conduct of the said nabob vi- 
tier Saadut Ali Cawn was, in letters from the 
governor-general, and from the governor- 
general in council to the secret committee 
iforesaid, bearing date on the said 5th of 
March 1798, thus described: “ His talents 
ad capacity, though moderate, are not 
mean; his habits of economy are strong, 
aind-approaching to parsimony; his con- 
duct during his residence at Benares, 
was ‘reserved and correct; in all his deal- 
ings he was fair and just; if some morai 
defects are imputed to him, they are not 
éxposed to’general observation. His’ con- 
duct, since ‘his accession, has been dig- 
tified “and conciliatory; and indeed, in 
ill ‘respects, regulated by the strictest 
Propriety ; and it is with sincere pleasure 
Weracquaint you, that the most perfect 
Wenquillity prevailed at Oude at the time 
of the -governor-general’s departure there- 
fom,;and that there was no ground what- 
er to appreliend its being disturbed.” 
and so auspicious was the 


state of affairs in Oude, and such its con- 
nection with the East-India company when 
Richard Colley marquis Wellesley arrived 
in India, and entered upon his functions, as 
aforesaid, in the month of May 1798; that 
is to say, three months after the date of 
the treaty so happily concluded, and so 
strongly approved of, as aforesaid.—That, 
by an act passed in the year 1784, being 
the 24th year of the reign of his presen 
majesty, it was declared and enacted, that, 
*« Whereas to pursue schemes of conquest. 
and extension of dominion in India are 
measures repugnant to the wish, the ho- 
tiour, aiid policy of this nation; Be it 
therefore further enacted, by the autho~ 
rity aforesaid, that it shall not be lawful for 
the governor-general and council of Fort 
William aforesaid, without the express 
command and authority of the said court 
of directors, or of the seeret committee 
of the said court of directors, in any case, 
(except where hostilities have actually 
been commenced, or preparations ac- 
tually made for the commencement of 
hostilities against the British nation in 
India, or against some of the princes or. 
states dependent thereon, or whose terri-~ 
tories the said united company shall be 
at such time engaged by any subsisting 
treaty to defend or guarantee), either to 
declare war or commence hostilities, or . 
enter into any treaty for making war 
against any of the country princes or 
states in India, or any treaty for guaran- 
teeing the possessions of any country 
princes or states; and that in such case 
it shall not be lawful for the said governor- 
general and eouncil to declare war or 
commence hostilities, or-enter into treaty 
for making war against any other prince 
or. state than such as shalk be actually 
cominitting hostilities or making prepa. 
‘rations as aforesaid, or to make such 
‘treaty for guaranteeing the possessions. 
of any prince or state, but upon the con- 
sideration of such prince or state actually 
Fengaging to assist the company against 
hostilities commenced, or prepara- 
‘tions made as aforesaid; and in all cases 
‘where hostilities shall be commenced or 
‘treaty made, the said governor-general 
and council shall, by the most expeditious 
fmeans they can devise, communicate the 
same unto the said court of directors, 
‘together with a full state of the infor- 
}mation and intelligence upon which they 
shall have commenced such hostilities, 


% made such treaties, and their motives 
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and. reasons for the sameat large.” . That 
by an act passed.in the year 1773, being 
the 13th year of the reign of his present 
majesty, it. was enacted, that, ‘“ for the 
better management of the said united 


company’s affairs in India, Be it further 


enacted, by the authority aforesaid, 
That for the government. of the presidency 
of Fort William, in Bengal, there shall 
be appointed a governor-general, and 4 
counsellors, and that the whole civil and 
military government of the. said presi- 


dency, and also the ordering, manage- 


ment, and government of all the terri- 
torial acquisitions and revenues in the 
kingdoms of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, 


‘shall, during such time as the territorial 


‘ 


acquisitions and revenues shall. remain 
in the possession of the said united com- 
patiy, be, and are hereby, vested in the 
said governor-general and council of the 
said presidency of Fort William, in Ben- 
gal, in like manner, to all intents aud pur- 
poses whatsoever, as the same now are, 
or at any time, heretofore might have 
been, exercised by the president and coun- 
cil, or select committee in the said king- 
doms.” That, nevertheless, the said 
marquis Wellesley, in defiance and con- 
tempt of the laws, to the strict observance 
of which he was bound by engagements 
the most solemn, did, from the time of his 
arrival in India, conceive and entertain the 
intention, an intention which he finally ex- 
ecuted, to encroach upon the power and 
rights,of the said nabob vizier, to interfere 
in the internal affairs of his government, 
to undermine and to destroy his authority 
over his household affairs, his troops,. and 
his subjects, and, under pretences the most 
false, to extort from him the said nabob 
vizier, his hereditary dominions, so solemn- 
ly guaranteed to him by the company. in 
the treaty of 1798 : and that all this he the 
said marquis Wellesley did without the 
concurrence, approbation, or consent, and 
even without the knowledge, of the council 
of Bengal, and without communicating to 
the said council, or to bis employers the 
said East-India company, any information 
whatever of such his intention or proceed- 
ings.—That the means by him the said mar- 
quis Wellesley employed for the effecting 
of his designs of encroachment, extortion, 
and Usurpation aforesaid, were, First, the’ 
making and reiterating of unfounded com- 
plaints and affected apprehensions with re- 
spect to the nabob vizier’s due payment of 
the monthly kist (or instalment)t Secondly, 


\ 


the making ef continual applications.tothe 
habob vizier for the disbanding of. hig 
troops ; the purport of which applications, 
together with, the persecuting and insulting 
manner in which they were made, being 
evidently calcplated and intended to dis. 
gust the nabob visier with his government; 
and to induce him to abdicate his throne; 
Thirdly, the immediately interfering in the 
internal government of the. nabob vizier, 
the encouraging of his subjects to resist 
his authority, and-even the fomenti 

Famongst them a spirit of hostility tothe 
person, as wellas to the government, of 
their sovereign : and, Fourthly, the pouring 
into the country of the nabob vizier troops, 
in’such numbers, and of expence so enor 
mous, and the adding thereunto the amount. 
of new and unfounded claims, together 
with charges for troops, which troops had 
no existence iv fact ; thus beaping demand 


nabob vizier became inadequate to the pay- 
ment; and having at last compelled him 
to make an avowal of such inadequacy, 
seizing upon that avowal as the ground for 
demanding from him a cession, in perpe- 
tuity, of one-half of his territory, as acom. 
pensation for the non-payment of the sums, 
so unjustly, and in such direct violation of 
treaty, of good faith, of honour, and of hos, 
nesty, demanded.—That, as_ preliminary 
to the employment of means s0 foul, so, 
wicked, so unworthy of a soldier and a 
Briton, the said marquis Wellesley did re- 
call from Luckuow the then resident, John 
Lumsden, esq., who had assisted in the. 
negociating of the treaty of 1798, and,in- 
the room of him, did, in the month of June. 
1799, appoint, us resident at that coort,. 
lieut. col. William Scott, with whom the 
said marquis Wellesley had previously held. 
secret consultations as to his ultimate de-. 
signs with regard to Oude, and who, as it, 
hereinafter will appear, was a represen-. 
tative entirely worthy of the person whom 
he was chosen to represent, and of the de-, 
signs with the accomplishment of which he. 
was charged.—That, with respect to the, 
alledged non-payment of the monthly kist 
(or instalment) as provided in the treaty of, 
1798, it doth appear from a retrospective, 
view of the several taeaties and compacts, 
between the English company and. the. 
nabob viziers of Oude successively, that. 
the annual subsidy, paid by that country,, 
to. the company, had, in the space of 25; 
years, been augmented by degrees from 
315,000. to 950,000/. ‘That, froma letter 


upon demand, until the revenues of the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1 
| 
q 
q 
| 


the:said nabob vizier did, with the mos: 
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of sit John Shore,’ bart. to the secret com- 
mittee of the court of directors, dated on 
the Sth of March 1798, immediately after 
the conclusion of the treaty last-mentioned, 
andalso from a letter of the said secret com- 
mittee to the earner in council, 
dated on the 15th of May 1799, it doth 
further appear, that it was reusunable to 
expect, and that it actually wag expected, 
that “ the nabob vizier would find consi- 
derable difficulty. in fulfilling bis pecu- 
niary: engagemeots with the company du- 
fing the first year, or perhaps longer ;” 
and that, by the stipulations of the treaty 
of 1798, @ burthen full ag great, if not 
greater, than he could possibly bear, had, 
in the opinion of sir John Shore, bart., and 
also of the EasteIndia company, been im- 
posed’ upon him the said nabob vizier. 
Phat, nevertheless, the said nabob vizier 
did, in a manner the most punctual, begin 
gndicontinue to make payment of the kists 
for instalments), as aforesaid, fixed and 
agreed’ upon; that in one single instance 
gnly did he sutfer to fallin arrear a monthly 
ist, which he immediately afterwards paid 
ups That from the day of the conclusion 
ofthe treaty to the day of its final abro-. 
gation’ by the treaty of Cession from him 
extorted by the said marquis Wellesley, 


perfect sincerity and: the most scrupulous 
good’ faith, adhere, ini word and in deed, 
toialband singular its st'pulatious and -pro- 
Nisions;:and that, therefore, the pretences 
of the said marquis Wellesley,’ of appre~ 
hensions as tothe punctual payment“of the 
kists, were insincere, unfounded, and false, 
and were intended to mask the unjust, 
dishonoarable, and pérfidious designs, which, 
he had previously ‘formed for interfering 
imvand encroaching upon the’ government 
‘of «the nabob' vizier, ‘for disbanding bis 
4 ‘troops, and’ finally for seizing’ upon his 
territories, in défiance of the positive com- 
spactwith'the: said nabob vizier, as well as 
defiance’ of ‘the law'before cited, which 
he tlie'said marquis Wellesley was solemn- 
lysbownd'to observe, adhere'to, and’obey. 
iThat, with ‘respect:to the disbanding of 
the»troops’ of the nabob’ vizier, it was, 
iM “the treaty’ of -1798 afore-mentioned, 
Settled, andagreed, that the suid nabob 
Wizier should possess’ full’ authority” over 
‘his ‘household; ‘affairs, “hereditary domi- 
inionis,“his ‘troops, ‘and his’ ‘subjects ;” and 
thaty in‘ anéther ‘part ‘the’ said ‘treaty, it 
was'settled-and apreéd; tat, Whereas by: 


[382. 
tween the nabob vizier and the company, 
the amount of the subsidy is considerably 
increased, abd other permanent 
charges upon his excellency are incurred ; 
upon a comparison of his disbursements 
with the dssets (or pecuniary~ means) of 
his country, it becomes necessary to 
make such reductions in the ‘superfluous 
charges, servants, &c. as may be requ- 
site and are consistent with his excel- 
lency’s dignity and Convenience; and to 
that end the said mabob agrees to 
consult with the company’s government, 
and, in concert with them, devise the pro- 
per objects of such reductions, and the best 
means of effecting them.”—That, in a letter 
from the secret committee of the court of 
directors aforesaid to the governor-getier: 

and council, dated on the 15th of Ma 

1799, it is stated, that, seeing the difficul. 
tiés which the nabob vizier had to encoun; 


as afore-mentioned in the letter of sir 


John Shore, bart., they the said secret com- 
mittee are “ not surprised to find, by the 
just accounts, that an arrear had accumu- 
tated in the payments of the kists, to the 
amountof 1§ lacks of rupees; that, lord 
Mornington having represented, however, 
that he believes the nabob vizier is sin- 
cerely disposed to make every possible ef- 
fort for the liquidation of this arrear, as 


‘well'as for introducing such a system of or- 


‘der and economy into the management of 
his finances, as will enable him to be more 


‘punctual in his future payments, they the 


‘said secret committee “entertain’a well- 
grounded expectation that every cause of 
complaint upon this head will'speedily ters 
minate; observing at the same time, that 
the large, useless, and expensive military 
establishment within the Oude, dominions, 
appears to them to be one of the principal 
objects of economical reform.” That hence 
it doth manifestly appear, that, even agree~ 
‘ably to the hard terms of the treaty of 1798, 
and, td thé subsequent instructions of the 
‘secret committee, tive disbanding of the 
troops of the said nabob vizier had in view 
rno' object beyond that of leaving him the. 
meags punctually to discharge the. stipu- 
latéd’Kists; that, in the extent ‘of disband- 
ing, Teduction, or teform, due attention 
was to be’ paid'to the. dignity and conve- 
nience of the nabob viziet ; and, in. the exe- 
cution of the measure, the nabob vizier 
was to be the principal, be having agreed 
merely to consult upon the subject with, the 
company’s government, ‘and having, in the 
express terms of the treaty aforesaid,‘ re- 


now ‘entered ‘into be- 
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tained. “ full authority over his household] 


_ affairs, hereditary dominions, his troops, 
and his subjects.” But that, notwithstand- 
ing the obvious meaning of the stipula- 
tions and instructions aforesaid; notwith- 
‘standing the.arrear before-mentioned bad 
been fully paid up, and all the subsequent 
kists had been paid to the day, and.even 
the day before due; notwithstanding the 
nabob vizier had, in strict conformity to 
_ the treaty, not only shewn a willingness to 
make a reform in his military establish- 
ment, but had urgently besought the com- 
pany’s government with him thereon to 
eonsult, and in concert to devise proper 
objects of reduction, and proper means in 
such reduction to be employed ; all this 
notwithstanding, the said marquis’ Welles. 
ley, in furtherance of his iniquitous de- 
signs of territarial aggrandisement, extor- 
tion, and plunder afore-mentioned, did, | 
_ between the month of July and the 12th 
Nov. 1799, as well himself as by and 
through the means of the said William 
Scott, by bim thereunto, moved and insti-. 
gated, directly interfere in the internal go- 
vernment, in the hdusehold affairs, and in. 
‘ the appointment of counsellors and mini- 
sters of the nabob vizier, and, in terms the 
most peremptory’ and arrogant, dictate 
unto him the said nabob vizier such, a ‘re-, 
duction of his military establishment as 
would have left him:no troops over whom 
to exercise authority, and as would, accord- 
ing to the remonstrance made by. the said 
nabob vizier, haye left him ‘+ no authority 
‘whatever over his. dominions or his sub- 
jects ;” and, finally, did threaten to. march, 
and actually made preparations for march-. 
‘ing, large bodies of the. company’s troops 
into the territories of Oude, to be main- 
tained at the expence.of the nabob vizier 
avowing,at the same time, that the nabob 
vizier would be.unable to make good such 
expence, without disbanding his own 
troops ; insomuch, that, at the epoch last- 
mentioned, namely, on the 12th of Noy. 
1799, -wearied. with unceasing importuni- 
ties and threats ; thwarted by the troward- 
néss of ‘his. Aumils and others thereunto 
‘stirred up.aud.encouraged by, the said mar- 
quis Wellesley; disgusted with a system 
of interferences, .of dictation, of reproof, 
and of insult, by which he was exhibited -as 
a‘slave, in his own capital—the said nabob 
viziet did make unto, the said marquis 
ellusley a proposition for.the abdication 
f bis throne, for the his. son there- 
0p, ‘atid for retiring: 


from his capital; his intention, as it after, 
wards appeared, beig to make in person 
an appeal to the justice of the king and the 
parliament in England. Whereupon the 
said aarquis Wellesley, in pursuance of 
bis unjust and unlawful designs as before 
described, eagerly seizing upon the propo- 
sition.so made by the nabob vizier, and, 
falsely ascribidg the said proposition toa 
sense.of incapacity and inability. to goyern 
in the said nabob vizier, did unto the 
‘said nabob viaier, through the means .of 
the Said William, Scott, propose the 
cuting of a treaty, whereby to assign over, 
jn perpetuity, to the East-India company, 
** the sole administration of the 
mnilitary government of all. the . territories 
d dependencies of the.state, of Oude, tor 
gether with the full and entire. right and’ 
title to the revenues thercof,” to the. utter. 
exclusion of his sons and of every branch. 
of his family, to agree to.quit the territories 
of Oude‘ for ever, to remove .yato.end 
side in some place within thé co 
territories, to. be fixed. by the. govetiior.ge-, 
neral in council; there to reside, andthe 
said .place of residence not. 
change, without the leave of the.goverhary. 
in council, ,and .thus..to -renovage. 
is domiuions and his subjects, to..djiine 
berit his sons and his feunily for.ever, and, | 
in return, to become, in fact, aprisonerit. 
some one .or other of the 
tresses in the province of Bengal :or.of Be~ 
har.—That the nabob vizier, astounded at 
a proposition so Unjust in itself, and so ine 
sulting to, his feelings, yet sp characterif. 
tic of the mind and of. the views of the 
proposer, and strenuously 
against the-terms. of the.said treaty,.which 
he finally rejected, the said warquis;Wel- 
lesley, .while, on .one hand, he, renewed 
with increased arrogance. bis .menaces Of 
interference, encroachment, extortion, 48 
usurpation, did, ou the other, hand,:resomt. 
'to the use of persuasions themost 
cere, insidious, and crafty ;.he the said. 
marquis Wellesley having to the said Wik. 
liam, Scott stated, that.‘ the proposition of 
the nabob vizier was. pregnant..with such 
immense. benefit, that.it could,not be-too 
much.encouraged ; and that there were no 
circumstances which should be allowed to 
impede: the grand, object.to which it.led,. 
thatobject being the.acquisition. by she 
company, of the exclusive authority, civil 


military, overthe dominionsof Oudes 
while at thesame, time he the said marquis, 
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was neither. wished for nor approved of by 
evincing the profoundest hypocrisy, united 


_ with views the most tyrannical, violent, 
- gnd cruel.—That, with respect to the fo- 


 pabob vizier by t 
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gedit to declare’ to the nabob vizier, that 
- # his abdication of the government of Oude 


him” the said marquis Wellesley; thus 


menting, amongst the subjects of the nabob 
vizier, of discontents against his govern- 
ment, and hostility to his person, the said 
marquis Wellesley, through the means of, 
and in concert with the said William Scott, 
besides the divers acts of the kind here 
mentioned and before referred to, did, 
after the rejection of the aforesaid insult- 
ing and cruel proposition, together with 
Gise propositions nearly thereunto resem- 
bling, and with the view and the intention 
of driving the nabob vizier, his rights and 
fevenues and territories to renounce, in- 
frigue with, stir up, and, as well by threats 
as by promises, did move and instigate the 
subjects of the said nabob vizier the due 
authority of their sovereign to contemn, bis 
lawful‘commands to set at nought, his just 
claims to refuse, and his person to abhor. 
That, in the month of May 1501, a cession 
of territory pti been demanded of the 
e said marquis Welles- 
ey, and the demand having been backed 
by the marching of large bodies of the 
company’s troops into the territories and 
hear the capital of Oude; the nabob vizier 
seeing resistance to be in vain, yet hoping 
t0 obtain some small degree of security for 
lis person, his revenues, and his autho- 
ity, in the territories which should remain 
it his hands, did draw up a paper of re- 
quests, communicating the same in a man- 
fer expressly unofficial to the said Wil- 
lam Scott, from whom, in a very short 
time afterwards, he the said nabob vizier 
did receive back the said pgper, together 
With an urgent recommendation, accom- 
ag with professions of the warmest 
ndship, that the nabob vizier would not 
lisist upon his, the sgid William Scott’s, 
Watismitting any such paper to the said 
marquis Wellesley ; but that the said Wil- 
liam Scott, during the short time that the 
said paper remained in his hands, did ‘sur- 
at) take a copy thereof, and the 
id copy did immediately transmit to the 
Sid Marquis Wellesley, together with an 
ofall circumstances under 
‘all'the meang whereby, the said co 
Tad obtained’. between t 
Wout’ of May Jast-mentioned, and‘ the 
of July 1802, the 
Vou, Vil, 


lesley, through the means 6f, and in con- 
cert with the said William Scott, did make 
preparations for obtaining an attested copy 
of the said paper from the nabob vizier, 
which copy they at last obtained. That, 
in the said paper of requests, the nabob vizier 
having expressed his wish, that, “ should 
any person have obtained, or should there- 
after obtain, by breach of trust or other 
means, possession of specie or property 
belonging to the sircar of Oude, no one 
should obstruct his taking back such pro- 
perty ;” and the said marquis Wellesléy in- 
tending to strip him of all authority, ang 
all means of self-protection, seized upon 
the wish, so expressed by the nabob vizier, 
as a means of rendering him odious and’ 
detestable in the eyes of the most wealthy 
of his subjects, whose riches and jewels to 
be able to confiscate at pleasure, he the 
said marquis Wellesley pretended to re 
gard as the object of the wish so expressed 
y the nabob vizier. That the said mare 
quis Wellesley, thus falsely pretending, 
did, on the 2d of June 1801, taus write to 
the nabob vizier: ‘* The publication of the 
articles tendered by his excellency to the 
governor-general, and still. more any at- 
tempt to carry them into,effect, would in- 
evitably occasion the most. dreadful con-— 
vulsions in the province of Oude, and 
would for ever alienate from his excel- 
Jency’s person and government every sen- 
timent of affection, obedience, or respect ; 
and the .governor-general, therefore, not 
only expresses his anxious hope that the 
nabob vizier will never revive the project. 
contained in the proposed articles, but his 
lordship most earnestly recommends it to 
his excellency tu exert every possible pre. 
caution to prevent the tenour of those propo- 
sitions from transpiring in his excellency’s 
court, or among any description of his ex< 
cellency’s subjects.”—That. the said mat- 
quis Wellesley, while he was thus writing 
to the nabob vizier, while be was thus ex- 
pressing’ his apprehensions lest the nabob 
vizier should suffer the knowledge of his 
wish, so expressed, to trahspire amongst 
any description of his subjects, was ace 
tually conveying to the said William Scott 
the instructions here following; to wit: “I 
conclude, that you have retained an attest- 
ed copy of the paper of requests, of whic 
ou have sent'me the original. If it should 
come necessary tO assume the districts 
without his.excelléncy’s consent, I désire 
yau to -whether it they not be exe. 


‘Wel-] pedient to 
Oe 
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Cawn, Hussein.Reza Cawn, and the prin- | immediately receiyed;, having, in sfact, 


cipal . personages. in Oude, with attested 
copiés,of, sach parts.of that paper as tend 
8 disclose the ‘comprehensive ,project of 
nfiseation, ‘proscription and tyrannical 
iolence, entertained by his. excellency 
ainst his own. family, nobility, and 
ople.-.If you should. concur with me 
in opinion, that.such a communication to 
le. persons named and described in the 
receding paragraph might be useful, I au- 


seized upon great part of the’ terr tories 
from which the nabob vizier’s. reveny 
were derived, insomuch, that on the 4 
of July 1801, in answer to. reproa-hes to 
him by the said William Scott made, rela. 
tive to the non-payment of the kist, the 
‘said nabob. vizier. in the bitterness of his 
heart, thus represented the tyranny, over’ 
him by, the said marquis Wellesley’ exer. 
icised ; “In respect to the kist, you well 


lorise you to make it at the. period of|/know, that in opposition to, and’ in defje 


time, and to the extent which you may 
judge adviseable.”—That the. said William 
Rect; having before madé. use of numerous 
means: to..seduce the nabob. vizier’s sub- 
cts from. their allegiance, did, in the 
month. of July. 1801, make to certain 
amongst..them a communication .of the 
contents of the said paper of requests, ac- 

. €ompanied with the false, malicious, and 
wicked construction thereon put by the 
aid marquis Wellesley, and for the foul 
and treacherous. purposes afore-mention- 
ed; and that, after all the transactious 
aforesaid, the said marquis Wellesley did, 
in a public and official manner, express his 
€ntire satisfaction at the conduct of the 


said William Scott, and did, as a mark of 


such his satisfaction, appoint the said Wil- 


descamp, or legion of honour, a.distinc- 
tion which, agreeably to the express words 
of the said marquis Wellesley, he had “ re- 
served for such officers as had proved 
highly meritorious in the field, or in the 


tonduct of negociations with foreign states.” 
—That, with respect to the pouring of 


troops into the territories of the said nabob 
¥izier, the loading him with accumulated 


expences, and the final seizure, of one-half 


‘of his territory, as a. commutation for the 
sums so unjustly demanded, the said‘mar- 
quis Wellesley having disbanded the troops 
' of the said nabob vizier without his con- 
,Sent, whith disbanding he had represented 
38 ‘sufficient’ to enable the said nabob vi- 
4ierto meet all the demands that would 


{> 


ever come against him for the support of 
the company’s , troops to be in lieu thereof 


Pie into ‘thé dominions of Oude ; 
aving intyéduced into the’said dominions, 
torps upon corps, adding expence to ex- 
fence, making, upon exaggerated and frau- 
Polent returns, demand alter 
the treasury.of the nabob 

tthe same time he undermined 


bier while the same tite he unden 
the’ authority of the said nabob vizier over 


liam Scott to be one of his honorary aides- 


ance of me, you have called before yo 
‘the-aumils and their vakeels (or messen. 
gers), and, without my acquiescence, or 
any participation on my part, you have 
told them that such and such countrie 
belonged to the company, and have for. 
bidden them giving me the peishgee, or ” 
advance ; and further, you have directa 
the officers in command. of the troops to 
establish themselves in the countries al- 
luded to; judge then, what.: confusion 
these circumstances must have. given rise 
to in the country; what confidence the 
aumils can now repose in me?’ having 
first deprived me of. the means of collect. 
ing the revenues, you then call upon me 
to make payments,”—Having, by meats 
so unjust, and tyrannical, reduced, the said 
nabob vizier to the situation here deseri- 
bed, the suid marquis. Wellesley, under 
the false pretence of being ‘so authorized 
to act by the treaty of 1798, did demand, 
and by and through the means of his bro- 
ther the hon. Henry Wellesley, by him ua- 
lawfully appointed to the mission at Luck 
now, did, from the said nabob vizier force 
and extort the cession in perpetuity to the 
East-Iudia company, of the one half of the 
whole of the territories of Oude, That, in 
the month of November 1801, a treaty, in 
which the said cession was. stipulated ‘for, _ 
was concluded with the nabob vizier ; that 
the said Henry Wellesley, in order to com- 
pel the said nabob vizier thereunto to;com 
sent, did renew .the alarming threats 20 
frequently resorted: to by the said: marquis 
Wellesley, .by the means of, andiin concert 
with the said William Scott ; that he; the © 
said Henry. Wellesley: was, ‘instructed. to 
declare, and to the ,said nabob.vizier'did 
declare, tlie settled determination of) his 
brother, the said marquis Wellesley,t0 seize 
upon the whole of the dominions.of Oude, 
unless, the cession. proposed was agsenited 
103 and that the-said marquis Welles 
regorting again to. his false, malicious; a 


wicked, coustquction. of the ‘paper of 


oh 


i 
tt 
i! 

i} 
i| 
‘ 
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did “instruct -the: said Henry ‘Wel 
lesley ‘to’preseut and to publish a déclara~ 
tion, containing the parts of the said 
aper feferred to, together with’ the said 
Wellesley’s construction thereof, 
éful subjects “of the “said nabob ‘vizier 
might thereby be induced to abandon ‘their 
sovereigii, and to join in the views’ of the 
‘marquis Wellesley which said in- 
‘gtractions were expressed in the following 
‘Words; to wit: * You will communicate 
to the Begum, to the other members of 
his excellency’s‘ family, and to the prin- 
cipal’ persons of ‘rank at-the-vizier’s court,’ 
the nature and extent of those acts of 
arbitrary power ‘to which’ the vizier re- 
quired the’ sanction of the: British name, 
as the Condition of his ‘consent to a ter- 
fitorial cession. And his lordship di- 
‘ects that this unparalleled instance of ra- 
ty and injustice, fornt a leading ar- 
ticle’ in the declaration to. be preferred 
by ‘you, and’ ‘transmitted for his lord- 
ship's approbation. You will also com- 
funicate to the Begum, and to the 
otlier personages in ‘question, a copy of 
‘his lordship’s reply ‘to that part of the 
Vizier’s propositions, © His lordship: has 
fio doubt, ‘that the knowledge of this 
transaction will fully explain the neces- 
fity of the company’s assumption of the 
dil and military government- of Oude 
to those persons who are the na of 
his’ éxcellency’s proscription, -lord- 
ship is also of opinion, ‘that his excel- 
leney the vizier, either sensible of the 
disgrace, or apprehensive of the conse- 
quences of public exposure of his ty- 
rahnical views, may be ultimately indu- 
eed to accede to an equitable arrange- 
ment by a seasonable notification of this 
patt of your instructions, and of its re- 
sult, His lordship deems it not improba- 
ble, ‘thatthe’ principal persons to whom 
the foregoing communication is to be made, | 
thay Coine forward with declarations expres- 
sive of their indignation at his excellency’s 
tiwarrantable views, and soliciting the 
protection of the British government’: in 
this ‘event, ‘his lordship directs that you 


‘will receivesuch representations, and tratis- 


Mit thetn immediately «to his lordship. 
But'the’ most noble the governor-general 
desires that you will ‘not ‘sdlicit or express. 
any'wish ‘to receive ‘any such representa» 
fons: His lordship deems it of essential 
portance, that the receipt and: substance 


to the end that the most opulent and pow-' 
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cularly noticed in the proposed declaration. 
The communication above directed to the’ 
tamily of the'vizier, and the principal per- 
sons “of His court, will consequently pre- . 
cede the delivery’ of that document fo: his 
excellency the vizier.” That, notwithstand= 
ing the €mbatrassment and danger arising 
from intrighes so perfidious, notwithstand« 
ing the alarming threats and’ the personal 
insults from the said'Henry Wellesley daily 
received wotwithstanding the great: num- 
bers and the menacing attitude of the’com- 
pany’s troops; notwithstanding the ordets 
for seizure, by hostile* means, of:the 
whole of the dominions of Oude; had‘acy’ 
tually been issued by the said’marquis ‘Wels 
lesley ;- all this’ notwithstanding, the ‘said’ 
wabob vizier did, until he Had’ exhausted’ 
every means of remonstrance,’ until resis= 
tance could no longer be continued with= 
Out imminent danger to his life, and “to” 
the lives of “his family; withhold his assent’ 
from, and decidedly reject, the treaty of 
cession as aforesaid ; under the’ mask~of 
which treaty, but in fact by force ofarms,’ 
the sdid marquis Wellesley did’ wrest from. 
the said nabob vizier a territory yielding- 
an annual revenue of 1 ‘croare’ 35 
lacks of rupees (or 1,682,500/.); that though 
the said nabob vizier, thus persecuted and 
plundered, dreading further acts of -injus- 
tice and violence, and “anxiously wishing 
for the fiiture to be free from the interfe- 
rence of British antity and’ advice, most 
éarnestly besought the’ said marquis 
lesley to leave him the sole management’ 
of ‘the territoryunto him the ‘said’ nabob 
vizier now remaining, the said marquis’ 
Wellesley, by the theans of, and in concert 
with his brother aforesaid; did, in mahner 
and in terms the most haughty and insult-’ 
ing, reject the said request ; 
unto the said nabob vizier and heirs’ 
the sovereignty of the said remaining ter= 
ritory, solely upon the condition, that they 
should hold it under such a system of ad-' 
ministration as might be recommended by 
the officers of the said East-India company: 
And that‘ this injurious and degrading 
condition was by the said marquis Wellés= 
ley imposed, under ‘the impudent pretext 
of its being necessary, in order to securé 
ithe fulfilment of the treaty of 1798; ac-. 
cording to the letter, as well as to the spi- 
rit of which treaty, the whole of the do- 
minions of Oude’ were guaranteed to: the 
nabob‘ vizier ‘and his heirs forever, with 
‘full authority “over his said dominions; 


his Kougehiold*‘affairs, “his troops, and his 
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and his frauc 


umph so inglorions,, the 
Marquis Wellesley, by tbe,means. of, 


in concert with his said brother Henry], 


Wellesley, did, at the moment of his taking 
possession of the territories to the com- 


pany.ceded as aioresaid, impose new and 


unprecedented burthens upon the people; 
in @ proportion of nearly one- 
he revenues from. them before col-|, 


lected, and employing in the collection of 


those reveliues, in extorting. from the hus- 
bandmen the very means of existence, those |) 
‘those, British, tegiments, which, | 
his he had intron}; 
specious guise of desire, 

th country against its external 
@nemies, and to relieve the people from. in- 
oppression. That, having by means 

these. extortions, and other acts. of]; 

@ppression. and of tyranny, excited the re- 
sistance of, certain the zemindars 
d we before d, said, mar- 
esley ‘did, by, the means and 
im ¢copcert with his brother aforesaid, cause 
mansions aud reireats, of the said ra-, 

to be.surrounded, attacked, and plunr 
and the said rajahs, their faithful|’ 
adherents, . their, relations, vassals, and: 
servants, to ‘be barbarously, slain ;. thus. fie 
nishing in violence and murder that which, 
fraud and perfidy. be. had, begun: and 
at, in order to stifle the. groans of ,com- 
int, to extinguish, all_ hope. of redress, 
acquired and tyranni-|) 
cal power the.more securely to preserve 
d to exercise, he the said. marquis Wel- 
sley, as well by himself as by. his 
er did, declare, and unto the 
nces and pple. of India. did, through | ju 
ch. declaration, proclaim, 
t no Uy of administration in, Brie 

gould stay the of. his.proceed- 

‘as afo falsely and audaciously. 
nereunto that the said ‘course, a 
“course of frau pretences, of pecu- 
ary extortion, of Politica encroachment,. 
tertitorial invasion and usurpation, 
already received the approbation of 
his sovereign, of parliament, and. of, the 
Mpany,. — in all.and singular. the 


éve Tecited acts and proceedings, the, 
Richard Colley Wellesley has 
ea wholly. 
ements of 
pany, 
qgeuntry, 


bi 
tingly contemned the parliament, the king, 


of the solemn. en- 
duty to. the, said ast-India 
his sovereign, and to 


nation .and name; and hes therein been» ; 
guilty of high offences, . (Grimes, 
meanours.” 
After the charge had been read, Mr Paul 
observed, that a more important business. 
than this had never come before: the houses, 
He moved,.thut the said article should: lie, 
6n the table, and be printed. . Lord Archi 
bald Hamilton seconded the motion.. laakw 
Sir drthur Wellesley did not oppose the. 
printing of the charge ; but wished.to know 
at what time the hon. gent. intended: be 
oceed upon it. . 
Mr. Whitshed . Keene observed, that he 
was glad that the charge had been brought; 
forward, but,at the same time.he m 
State that many gentlemen talked of »the 
princes of India as they did of the kingof 
Sardinia, or any other European. princes,, 
whose territories were guaranteed, in order 
fos preserve the of Europe: Such: 
thing as. a balance of: power: wags not 
known. in India, therefore-the: Cases were 
different... There. was no power. inolndy 
but_.the. power ofthe sword, Theschief, 
who. could: procure the command. of troops: 
and ‘money, and. was of bold and-enters: 
prising disposition, always had: the supes: 
miority till hewas superseded hy a stronger. 
thap.himself... The. changes of governs 
ments, or of sovereigns.there, were-not to 
be regarded with the same feelings a5 we 
did, such. things: mben, they happened in 
Mr. Francis, could. sit on the 
present occasion, as some explanation was. 
required of. the .very-erroneous idea, which 
the hon. gent. on the-other:side seemed'to 
entertain of the mode of conduct which, 
justice required should be-adopted relative 
the Indian .princes. The 
seemed to assert that the ..ndian -princes, 
did not. hold their, possessions by the same 
tenure as the European sovereigns. He. 
suid that the only;power:in India was the 
power the sword. . This:was indeed, be, 
was, afraid, but. too true; there. 
power in India but the power of the swordy 
and that was the British sword, and 20: 
other. These princes 
ties in consequence of the. dissalation af 
Mogul empire ever: since: the 
But whatever might be. the 
of. these princes, they. had. 
ledged by us, as entered» with: 


to. his contracts and; treaties«;; Toodeprive 
im entered, bas .dar| them, therefore, of.their territorieg 


the. first.place, a violation of justice: 
and, inthe. nextplace, an i 
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orders of this house; and therefore he} pers relative to the expulsion of the Rajan 


ed we shauld go to the discussion of 

ip question with the conviction, that the 

bis. of ‘the Indian princes were founded 
on justice and the authority of this house, 
as-they had. been. acknowledged as inde- 


ndent by. our treaties with them, — 


was true, w 


another came in his place, the teelings 


Sir Arthur Wellesley thought the delay ~ 
of three weeks too much, after so ; 
papers iad been moved for, and a general 
notice given twelve months since. . He. 


{took this opportunity of stating, that he 
Mr, Secretary Fox observed, that-after 
_qwhat-had fallea from his hon, friend, it 
was periectly unnecessary for him to say a 
word.more-on the subject. If the hon. 7 he 
gents opposite thought that the Indian| would shewthat lord Wellesley had neither 
inces were not entitled at. our hands to] invaded a right nor violated a treaty. © 
the same justice as other independent sove- 
reigns, he hoped that the number in this 
house who agreed with him were but small. 
re as.no propositian more universal 
an this, that acknowledged right 
, sovereign with whom you treated. It 
an sovereign: fell, 


knew no distinction of right with respect 
to-the princes of India and the princesof . 
Europe. In his defence of lord We ey 

}far from assuming such a distinction, he 


Mr, said, that the were 
voluminous, and that he himself, with-all 
his exertion, could not be prepared to pros 
ceed upon -the charge sooner than the 
time mentioned. If’ the hon. «baronet 
would look inte the precedents, he woald 
find that three weeks was the shortest pes 
riod ; as to the papers, they were essential, 


for the fate of the sufferer might} Mr..R. Thornton, as he had been parti= 


‘be more acute, and the indignation against 
more recent sovereign more strong and 
ral... Yet this must be confined to 

\ird persons ; for those who treated with 
him.must, by that act, be considered as 
having acknowledged his authority. But 
ifever there was one case where the breach 
of treaty ought to occasion more indigna- 


tion than in another, it was where there 
was no power but.the power of the sword, 
e@pecially in. India, where, as had been 
stated, that sword was the British sword. 
Ifever there could be a case where a breach 
ok: treaty could be defended, was only 
in:support of the weak against the strong. 
Butin India the British ought to be bound 
by:.their compacts the more closely, the 
more. it was in their power to break them. 
This he hoped and believed would be the 
general sentiment of the house. He could 
not:help saying thus'much on the general } 


cularly referred to concerning these’papers, 
stated that they had not certainly come ‘to. 
the directors in the regular, way in which 
they ought to have come. They hadonly 
come in the Bengal consultations. ‘They 
were not so long, perhaps, as far as he 
could judge, as the Furruckabad papers. 
They certainly were very material, and ap= 
plied to the present charge. As to making 
them the ground of a separate. article, he. 
did not think that desirable.. He was 
sorry that they had not come to hand es 
they ought to have done, as by this. means 
the directors were not in possession of some 
materia] information on the point to which 
they related. Sates 

Mr. Wellesley Pole said, that the hon, 
gent. had stated no reason for putting off 
of the charge for three 

The Speaker said, that on that head the 


Principle, without applying it at present in} hon. gent. had 4 right to exercise his owm 


pe to the case before the house. 


oMr. Bankes, in concurring in the senti- 
ments.that had fallen trom. the right hon. 
gent. who spoke last, hoped that he should 
not be considered as giving any counte- 
Nance; to this;.mode of proceeding. He 
still maintained that the matter ought to 
heaubmitted to that board which had been 
appointed for the.express. purpose of inves- 
Cigating dndian ‘afairs.—The charge was 


then ordered ta; be- printed, 


Mr, Paull, in answer to the question put 
by.the hon. baronet, said he would proceed 
the charge.in three weeks at the farthest. 
would move on Friday. for certain pa- 


discretion. 

Mr. Paull advised the hon. gent, to look 
at the precedents, and then be would find 
that three weeks was the shortest time tha 
had been mentioned for entering into cone 
sideration of such charges.—The Charge 


j was accordingly ordered to be considered 


on that day three weeks, 
{Propzaty Duty Bit.) : Lord Hears 

Petty. moved the third reading of the bill 
for imposing an additional Duty on Prow 
dir. Francis observed, that he bad some: 
serious observations to make on one ofthe. 


clauses whicly he before objected to in the 


| 

to. 
i 
ente, 
ame 


and wished ‘to khow’ whether! 
atrears.—The clause was then added)! 

Spea er informed him, that if he 


on whith’ the exemption was proposed. 


Mr. Johnstone apprehended the effect of 


this was the proper opportunity ? ©’ 
Itended: to’ object to the principle of the 
billealtogether, this was' the proper stage’ 
for. doing, so; but if his Objections went 
only'to a’ particular clause, he miust 
tilbthe new clauses were disposed of.—~After 
some little conversation, the hon, gent. ac- 
quiesced in this arrangement. 
Mrs Vansittart proposed a clause for al- 
lowing ‘the commissioners acting under the 
act, to take out certificates to exempt them 
from serving on juries or in parish offices, 

- Sir R. Buxton wished to know the grounds 


oe Mr. Vansittart replied, that it was meant 


asia relief-to'a set of gentlemen laboriously 


émployed in the service of the public, with- | 
. Sire Burton said, that he had no other 
objection to the clause than ‘a fear-that, if 
that principle was introduced here, it might 
render magistrates, and others in sinjilar 
circumstances, discontented for not having 


the advantages.—The: clause’ was 


© Mr. Vansittart then proposed another 
clause for rendering complete the assess-' 
ments! of former’ years, in’ districts: where 
they had'not been’made‘out. © 
Johistone asked if this clause would 
not have the effect of ‘obliging some per- 
‘sons to.\pay‘at the rate of 10% per cent. 


_withinone year? 


Vandittart replied, ‘that-« provision 


“was made’ for obliging ‘no person ‘to pay in 
_ any one quarter, more than two quarters of 


arrears,’ After this} the clause was agreed 


to.—+He thei proposed’ a third clause, pro- 
Viding, thatthe same commissioners and 


assessors who had acted under former bills, 
shiduld ‘also make out the assessments under 

this! clause might be to comipel some per- 


sons inthe course yeat anda half to 
pay percent.; and lamented that clauses 


ef ‘so‘much importance had not béen pro-| 


posed at'an'‘earlier time, wheu there would 
have been a’better opportunity of discus- 

wLord) Petty replied; that on 
prehensive and voluminous a measure, a 


great variety. of suggestions must! have 


been expected, which had not been thought 
of :at'dnéarlier period. ‘The ‘effect of this 
clause, hte said, would only'be; that those’ 
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hould' not be allowed to continue: 


On coming to the clause which exempted 
rom the duty any sums ‘held by foreigners: 
Mr. Francis rose and spoke as follows: 
Sir, before F enter into the’ considerations;! 
‘which I mean to submit to the héuse, te. 
specting a very important clause in the pre? 
sent bill, I beg leave to stite to you! the’ 
circumstances, ‘which have led me into’ 
this situation. It is painful to me, at af 
times, to differ from my right hon. friend! 
(Mr. Fox), and still more to find tiysé 
compelled'to'muintain an opinion, which 


‘|know he will “oppose. fact,’ however, 


‘Thave not provoked this ‘question; nor wag 


lit possible forme to'foresee that stiould’ 


‘have “to maintain it against my right hong 
friend. - Some time, i think, before the’ 
‘Property ‘bill was in ‘print, and’ when 
knew little or nothing of its contents, a 
‘right ‘hon. gent. (Mr. Rose), whose’ assit! 
duous attendance in general ov the busi 
ness of the house,’ and particularly on 
subjects of this nature, is much to be co 

mended, ‘took some’ occasion, forget! 
what, to declare his opinion, that if the fox 
reign property in our funds were not ex 
‘empted from the Income tax, the owners’ 
would sellout; and transfer their capital 
some other country. This was. the propds 
sition, which I:resisted: without reflection’ 
in the first instance, and that wasthe quai» 
ter it came from. Until the debate in the’ 
committee of the 12th of this month, I did 
never know what opinion my right hon, 
friend entertained ‘on the subject. Then, 
indeed, I found ‘myself between the ham- 
mer and the anvil; but that malleation 
has served ‘only to harden me in my Opi- 
nion. ‘staté’ ‘the ‘facts’; but I maker no 
apology. The ‘part’ I take,’ and my reso= 


‘|lution to ‘adhére to it, hope’ will’entitle’ 


me to this conclusion at least, that, 7f1] am 
in an‘ error, itis the serious error of 
judgment, and that I think the object ol 
importance, am’ slot’ $0’ 
thoughtless“as to look for a disputé'with’ 
stch an opponent, on doubtful groond, or 
for a trivial’-object. All I desire of him,’ 
nd I am suré he is too liberal to do other 
‘wise, is to” answer me as he ‘understands, 
me; and not fo avail himself*of“any4 ips 
of expression, in my hasty way speaking; 
as long as he ‘knows what ‘I mean. 1 
wants no advantage of ‘that’ kind’ over me 
or any nian.—For thé ‘convénience’of thé 


_ who had before contrived -to‘evude the tax, 
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house, still more ‘for 
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-operty under. three distinct heads. First, 
the policy of the, exemption; secondly, 
the inconveniences and abuses, which are 


Jikely to:attend it; and finally, the justice 


due to the parties concerned, and the good 
faith which ought to be preserved) to them. 
I reserve that question for the last, because 

think it the most material.. A:conclusion, 

rly.’ deduced. from principles of justice, 
cannot have greater weight with my right 
hou: friend than it will have, and ought to 
have; withmyself and with the house. | 
wish: to have each of these heads .of  dis- 
cussion considered distinctly, and on its 
owuseparate merits; that is; that argu- 
ments drawn from. policy .or, abuse, shall 
not-be answered by topics belong 
strictly tothe justice of the case, or vice 
versd.—-In| considering the policy of the 


_ exemption,. the ‘first point to be settled is, 


the value of the object which is meant to 
be relinquished, If the amount were in- 
gousiderable, or if the actual necessities of 
the country, compared with its resources, 
permitted us to be,careless' about little or. 
immaterial savings, the question perhaps 
might not be worth arguing, nor should | 


_ have:troubled the house about)it., But do 


his majesty’s: ministers know, have: they 
ascertained by sufficient enquiry, or by any 
probyble, calculation, what is the amount 


of the real and pretented foreign property 


in, our, funds, that is, of stock held under 
foreign names ?,.Do they know the value of 
the. concession, they are going to »make ? 
what,sort of persons are to have the bene- 
fitof it, and what the public will lose by it? 
The return from . the tax-oflice, dated the 
8th of this month, exhibits a capital of 
about 12-millious in different stocks. The 
duty: on thevincome of this capital, inclu- 
ding the long,and short .annuities, cannot 
be less than 50,000/. .a. year ;, and we are 
told hy the public officers, who make the re- 
turn, ‘that these,accounts are coming in 
Maily to a. great amount!” Then, L.ask, do 
we know what weare doing? _Is:the,chan- 
cellor of the exchequersure.that, when the 
bill shall be once, passed the return of fo- 
geign.. stock, real or pretended, may not 
teach to double ar treble its present amount? 
The. temptations to, fraud are obvious and 
powerful ; and,:as to the penalty, | shall 
only observe that government will have to 
dnforce it; not ‘upon awkward, clumsy de- 
¥inquents, but on:many.of the most dex- 
ferous and expérienced practitioners in. 
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joleonsider the whole subject of the foreign 


and bond fide foreign “property, supposing? 
it right that such property, should be ex 
empted, can with any, certainty be, distin- | 
guished from the rest, will form,as/l 
lieve, a serious.difficulty in the execution: 
of the act, und ought to be seriously con= 
sidered.—It is. argued, or: rather ‘it, is 


foreigners will /sell out, carry: their 
capital into some/other country, and that 
this will be attended with a material de- _ 
preciation inthe market price of our funds, 

I, for one, do not believe it. Nor is any 
man entitled to threaten us with that cone . 
sequence, until he has shewn, to what other. 
‘fund these foreigners can transmit their 
property, and where else they can: now 
place it, I will not say. with security, but — 
without manifest risk and. the «greatest 
danger. Is there a place left on the;con- 
tinent, subject to the power of France, or 
within reach of its influence, where the .in- 
come of funded property will not.be taxed? 
or indeed where the capital itself is safe’ 
from confiscation? In former times, whem 
banks existed in some of the free states:of © 
Europe, where it was thought that private 
fortunes might be safely deposited, while 
there was a public bank at Genoa, at Ve~ 
nice, and above all, at Amsterdam, still the 
security of our funds was preferred, by fox 
reigners to all other. this country they 
remitted their savings, and here many of - 
them left their capital, not merely toim¢ 
prove or to produce, but to be safe.» Where 
can they carry it, now? Is:there another 
kingdom or republic, or,state- of anyskind 
left in; Europe, to,-which a rational being 
would remove,:or where he would deposit 
his fortune, if he bad the choice?: But; 
besides the real permanent proprietors, @ 
great quantity of stock is held by othese 
foreigners,;. who do-not fall within that des 
scription. I speak of speculators and jobs 
bers, who watch and- understand, and avail 
themselves of the fluctuations in our funds, 
with as much skill as the Jews in Change 
Alley. This trade goes on at Amsterdam 
just as it does in London; or rather the 
parties, correspond ‘with, and understand 
one another at the expence of those whom 
it concerns. These are the people, inte 
whose pockets you pay a-great part of the 
produce of your sinking fund, for the pres 
tended purpose of keeping up the price-of 
the 3 percents. All these foreign specu- _ 
lations are’ governed by ‘the course: of ex- 
change between London and Amsterdam, 
by the state of our funds, or by the:proba~ . 


Concedlments of this kind. How. the real 


threatened, that, if. we tax this,ingéome, 
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bilities of peace enti war. Their profits, 
whatever they may be, are always at the 
expence of this country. At the close of 
the American war, they sold out with a 
elear gain of 20 per cent. on the capital 
they had vested during the war. And do 
you think that speculations of this extent, 
and with such great objects in view, will 
be affected by a tax on the income? that 
dealers-of thts quality will be deterred from 
_ sueh lucrative dealings in capital by a tax 
of 10 per cent. on the interest? Are these 
speculations carried on for the sake of a 
$-per cent. annuity, and will they be aban- 
doned, because thisinterest is reduced from 
G0s. to 54s.? To such persons, sir, the dif- 
ference of the interest is no. object, com- 
stp with the speculation in the capital. 
On the policy of the exemption, another 
‘ material question arises. Who are the 
sacar whom you intend to favour? 
a political’ sense, what is their claim to 
it, or, in other words, where do they spend 
their fortunes, and the very income, which 
they receive from the heavy taxes laid 
upon our own people? My answer is, In 
France, in Flanders, or in Holland, The 
place makes no difference. All those coun- 
tries, and many more, are in a direct subjec< 
tion to Buonaparte. As far as the expen- 
diture of this income goes, the taxes of 
England contribute tothe support of the 
French: government, and to assist Buona- 
parte with the means of an'attempt, whicli, 
if it suceeeded, would annihilate this spe- 
cies of'property as well as all the rest. If 
an alien: spends Lis income in England, 
 youstax him. - If he-spends it in France, 
u grant him: an’ exemption. I wish to 
Lieut, in some plain intelligible language, 
what:the merit of sucha person is, what 
his. title is: to so much favour; what’ ra- 
tional claim he has toparticular indulgence, 
from the circumstance of his contributing; 
as far as his expence and consumption 
; to increase a hostile power already too 

formidable tothis country. While he doesso, 
u favour him. Butit he were to change 

is residence, and spend his fortune in: Eng- 
land, you would make -him pay for doing 
that, for which in common’sense you ought 
fatlier to. reward. him.—The abuses, to 
which this measure is liable, come: next to 
be considered. I have spoken already of 
the: difficulty of distinguishing the real 
from the pretented foreign property, Laws, 
wade to prevent or punish fraud, suppose 
the fact, or they presume -the intention. 
De to.trust to the declarations 


of such s? or how can you cvonviet 
those declarations of falsehood? Will you 
examine the books of an alien merchant, 
who holds stock in the name of foreigners? 
There may. be some difficulty, I do not 
doubt, in the operation of the fraud, and 
some dangetr in the attempt. So there is 
in every criminal act. Yet dangér will be 
hazarded, and difficulties will be overcome, 
and penalties will be evaded, and lucra- 


tive frauds will be committed. Consider 


too, that the persons, most liable to this 
suspicion, must have been engaged in these . 
practices already, and that they cannot 
make a true return now, without disco- 
vering that they had made a false one here. . 
tofore. On this part of the subject I cua 
state a fact, very well known in the city of 
London,. which, I believe, will startle the 
most determined friends of this exemption, 
While the French Revolution was depend. 
ing, Many natives of that country, on mo- 
tives of prudence, or under the natural in-’ 
fluence of terror, thought the best way to 
secure some poi tion of their property from 
the fangs of their domestic tyrants, was to 
remit it to England, as secretly as they 
could, in order to have it vested! in our 
funds. Asthe transaction was dangerous 
in itself, all manner of precautions were 
taken to conceal it, The names of the 
real proprietors could not appear. Whats 
ever stock was purchased on this account, 
stood in the names-of their agents in Lon- 
don. Many of the right owners perished 
in the Revolution. Neither their children, 
if they left any, nor their lawful heirs, 
could prove their title. Even the pro» 
prietors themselves, if any of them sum 
vived and made:their escape to England, 
were at the mercy of the persons, whom 
they had trusted. They had‘no, proofs'to. 
produce,. or nove that would avail tem 
in a‘court of: justice. In many instances, 
as J am well assured, the parties, wlio puré 
chased the stock, kept it for their own use, 
received. the interest, returned the wholé 
as foreign property, and evaded even the 
tax upon the income, while the real owners 
were cheated without remedy, and left to 
perish without’ mercy; Whatever the 
amount of stock obtained’ in this manper 
may be, the exemption you‘ propose not 
only an injury to the public, but a reward 
held out to the basest personal sheng 
—I come now, sir, to the strict right of 
claim, and’ to the principles of justice, 
which it is supported, On this part of th 


question a great deal: was said former 
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ti ow 


atid an extinptibn’ secured or promised to 


the'\propérty ‘of aliens’ living out: of the 


‘and’ shall désiré no other an- 


Whether the supposed concession 
ittheir favolt was reasonable or not, whe- 
ther“it ‘was just’ or unjust to other parties, 
Tat riot at ull’ disposed to plead any gene- 

argument against a specific, parliamen- 
lity ‘engagenient. I have looked for it 
ili éntly in ‘all the acts for raising money 


loati, ahd creating annuities, and 


such contract, nor any thing like it, 
The' act of the first of queen Anne says, 
“that no“money’ lent on’ security of this 
shall berated or assessed by virtue of 
this ‘act, or*atly other act of parliament 
Another act of the 4ih of 
Neen Says, ‘ that the purchasers, 
exécutors, © administrators, and as- 
fens, shall have good and sure estates and 
terests in the several annuities so by them 
LE purchased, and that the said annuities 
mall ‘be free from all taxes charges, and 
impositions whatsoever,” Since that time, 
ithe acts for granting aunuities, expressly 
id'unifornily say, that they shall be paid 


money with this condition, and on the 


favour of aliens. When, foreigners pur- 
chase into our funds, they, do it on the 


who inherited or.purchased under them, 
were liable. If there.be no, breach of faith 
‘in taxing the annuities payable to natives, 
‘there can be none to foreigners. The laws 
say that such. annuities, that such money 


lent, shall not be rated or assessed. They 


‘say nothing of the exempting annuities 


themselves, nothing personally about the 


proprietors, But, if you admit that it isa 


from that interest, which you promised to 
without ‘deduction, then, fsay, make 
no distinction, A general act of positive’ 
injustice may be defended by necessity, 
and, on that principle alone, may. be en- 
dured with patience; as long as jit is im- 
partial. - But, if you add, partiality to; in~ 
justice, if you employ your power to favour 


consequence is that, so far forth, you abari- 
don, the plea of necessity, which is full a. 
good agaitist. aliens as natives; and. then. 
that you have nothing to trust. to,’ buat di- 
rect and absolute power, to insute submis» 
sion to arbitrary distinctions. So 
for thé obligation ef a supposed contract. 
But perhaps some stronger arguments, in 
favour of the exemption, may be deduced 
trom. general principles of government,‘or 
from those of the English constitution. 
In the first place then, | ask, for what pur- 
pose are taxes.levied on the people? For 


government be supported? Because, in re- 
turn for support, it gives protection. To 
whom and to what? Generally to persons, 
and principally property. Persons, in some 
cases, may protect themselves; in others, 


can do neither. Persons who do not. live 
under our jurisdiction,. do not want our 
protection, nor are they, within the reach 
of it. . But their property lives here, and 
ought to contribute to its own defence. 
Ifthe owner, when he remitted bis fortune 


M the bank'uf England, without deduction. | to England, bad followed it himself, I sup+ 


faith of parliament. I seé:no exception‘in. 


same terms, under the same conditions, 
and. subject to all the contingencies, ‘to- 
which the original subscribers, and all those’ 


breach of faith to deduct 10 per cent. 


a few,. while the many are oppressed, - the 


the support of government. Bot why should _ 


they may evade or escape.- Mere property 
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sion; and, if the arguments I then heard [It is not for me to deny that these declara~ i 
tally altered, or ever shaken my opi-|tions constitute or ampunt to a.cdntract, | 
: fidn, I should’ have yielded at’ once, as I| virtually and in terms, on the, part of parlie- | 
Giways do, to that conviction. Can it be] ment. But who were the other contracting® t 
jecessury for me to say, that I have no| parties? Why, all.the subscribers generally, it 
Hore interest in the event of this discussion} or their representatives, who lent their | 
than any other member of the community? | 
His majesty’s Ministers indeed have an in- | 
‘terest in it; and a duty too, which I thought 4. 
Twas contributing to assist. I could not it 
foresee that, in endeavouring to inforce | 
the due Collection of this part of the public | 
fevenue, I should. have them to contend 
With. Bat’ this is an of virtue, and ig 
Justice must be done, without looking to } 
the right or left, without regard to conse. ‘i 
pohey, to abuse, to inconve- 
hience, Or to any loss of revenue. Justice i 
and ee aYe so rarely united in the same i 
hand, that, in me at least, it would be pat- 
ticularly criminal’ to’ attempt to divide 
them, when they happen to act together. 
Teubmit to the principle. Let the fact, 
tliat is, the application of the principle to 
the case, ‘be fairly tried. This is the ques- 
fioh; on “whith we are at issue.” In all 
_ fidtiey trafisactions, whether the recovery 
6fa debt, or the exaction of a tax, the 
fight to 'refiise payment must be founded 
éither‘on a or on general | 
of justice. Prodticé the contract, 
tit exists by which an exception made 
| 
5 
| 
set 
i} 
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pose you would hardly exempt him from 
‘taxation, because he was an alien, What 
sort of merit he derives from the circula- 
‘tion of his income in an enemy’s country, 
or what reasonable or equitable claim to 
exemption the residence of the proprietor 
“abroad gives to his property here, has not 
“been stated: Who knows that many of 
those aliens, whose income is not to be di- 
~minished even for the security of the capital, 
“may not be employed in that very army, 
‘which we'are told is destined to invade us? 
‘On this part of the subject, I have heard 
“some general declamations, and loose infe- 
-rences from/ancient formsto present practice, 
‘that is, from times when the case not only 
-did not exist, but ceuld not have been fore- 
‘seen or thought of. As to sound reason 
‘or ‘solid argument, I have heard none.— 
In the last resort, however, an appeal is 
‘made to a fundamental principle in the 
‘constitution, which is supposed to furnish 
a final and triumphant answer to all m 
objections on the score of policy, conveni- 
‘ence, and abuse, and even to the obvious 
‘claims of equity, by which the natural re- 
‘Jation between service and payment, be- 
tween protection and contribution, are 
established and acknowledged. Undoubt- 
edly the power that protects, may relin- 
quish its right to a return of support, by 
positive concession, or by any other gra- 
‘tuitous or discretionary act of its own. 
‘No such specific act- has been alledged. 
_ We must Took to the constitution then, 
‘and see what sort of countenance it gives, 
what shelter it affords to the proposition, 
that foreign property in our funds ought 
not to be subject to the same duty with all 


the rest, because the proprietors ate not re- 


presented in parliament. That priuciple, 


if it prevails, will include other objects, for: 


which, I believe, no exemption is intend- 


ed. The foreign merchant, who sends his 


goods or merchandise into England, for 
sale or security, is no more represented 
‘than the foreign owner of stock. But even 
‘these are inconsiderable objects, compared 
with the consequences, which must be ad- 
mitted, if you reason right on your own 
‘premises. They who establish the prin- 
ciple, must lét it take its course. -‘In fair 
‘atid honourable argument, they have no 
discretionary’power:to govern the conclu- 
sion by’ any rule external to the ‘principle, 
@rto limit-the operation by arbitrary ex- 
ceptiotis. ‘This is not the first time that 
the general question between tepresenta- 
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to support it. 


country. In the general theory of this 


constitution, I am as ready as any man to 
maintain the affirmative; and for that reg. 


son I have at all times endeavoured to pro- | 


mote a reform in the construction of the 
house of commons, hy extending the right 
of voting, as far as property could be found 
But, in the times I allude 
to, that abstract principle was very far 
from prevailing in this house, or general] 
in this kingdom ; much less did it ever 
vern the practice of parliament. The 
strongest case that can be imagined, in 
support of the practice against the prin- 
ciple, or to prove the sense of parliament 
on the right, was that of America ; because 
it bardly furnished a colourable pretence 
for affirming, that the people who were to 
be taxed were really, or virtually, or even 
by contact or sympathy, represented in the 
house of commons. Yet the right, even 
over America, was maintained by ve 
great authorities. I remember the Stamp 
act, and J believe I have read every word 
that was written on the merits and effects 
of that measure. One of the, great mea 
of that period, I mean Mr. Grenville, 
whose principles, I imagine, will not be 
quite discarded or discountenanced, as 
long as his name shall be preserved, would 
hear of no disqualification, much less ofa 
limitation to the right of taxation in thisle- 
gislature over every colony or dependence 
of the empire. My opinion certainly has 
never gone that length. [ think that his 
powerful logic led hit to an indefensible, 
as well as a dangerous result, in practice, 
But it led him fairly and in earnest to his 
conclusion. They, who think that he had 
nothing to say for his opinion, are very ill 
informed. ‘To say merely that it was a de- 
bateable question, is not doing justice to 
the great abilities, which were universally 
engaged in discussing it. Never was there 
a question so debated as that was, both in 
and out of parliament. Another adm 
nistration, professing different principles, 
succeeded Mr. Grenville; that of the mar- 
quis of Rockingham: and what was the 
first measure of that administration? The 
declaratory act of 1766, by which the right 
of parliament to make laws to bind the co- 
lonies iu all cases whatsoever, was assert« 
ed. Atthat time, no case was in quess 
tion, but that of taxation. By a later act, 
which passed é 1778, the exercise of the 
right was given up as to America; but the 
original right itself was not disclaimed of 


renounced. The legislature claimed, th 


goton the principle of representation ; for 
how could it be seriously maintained that 
the Americans were, bond fide, represent- 
éd in the house of commons? No. The 
found. they took, and the only tenable 

nd they could take, was, that protec- 


tion and contribution were reciprocal ; that. 


America was protected, and therefore 
found to contribute. Since I have had 
g seat in parliament, various schemes have 
been proposed for a reform in the election 
members to represent the commonalty, 
and to serve in this house, Most of them 
assumed it as a fact, and asserted it asa 
principle, that the people of this kingdom 
were not represented as they ought to be. 
After many attempts, recommended by 
the highest individual authorities, and the 
greatest personal abilities, had failed, a 
plan was formed, in 1792, to try what 
could be done by combination. For this 
purpose, uo little pains were taken to in- 
stitute a society, called “ The Friends of 
the People,” to extend the operations, and 
to promote the success of it. Many per- 
sons, now highly stationed in his majesty’s 
touncils and service, were the leaders of 
this association : my noble friend the lord 
igh chancellor, my noble friend the first 
lord of the admiralty, my right hon. friends 
the present and preceding treasurer of the 
favy (Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Tierney), all of 
them privy-councillors ; my learned friend 
(ir A. Pigott), his majesty’s attorney-ge- 
neral; and, among many others, my noble 
friend the earl of Lauderdale, at whose 
house the original engagement was drawn, 
it whose table it was signed. It was my 
lot too, sir, to be one of the * Friends of 
the People ;” at all times the least consi- 
derable, and now, I believe, the last of 
them. My right hon. friend was not a 
member of that society; but, I think, bis 
subsequent conduct has proved that he 
cOncurred in our principles. The institu- 
ton itself has gone into oblivion. A feeble 
memory is one of those human infirmities, 
Which sometimes accompany the most ex- 
died faculties. But I have no doubt that 
the principles still live in the hearts of my 
toble friends, though they are not aware 
fit, and that, some time or other, they 
willbe resorted to again. From this so- 
dely, a petition was presénted to the house 
6th of May 1793, and is recorded 
our journals, Some persons, I oan 
litie, are yet in existence here, who may 
member how it was received. Among 
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* That the house of commons did not fully . 
fairly represent, the people of Eng- 
land; that,this hon. house is not an ade-,. 
“ quate representation of the people of. 
England; and that if this hon. house: 
should be pleased to determine that the. 
“ people of England ought not io be fully. 
‘* represented, they prayed that. such our 
“ determination should be made known,” 
The plain amouht of these declarations is,. 
that the people dre not, represented, or. 
very slightly and partially at the utmost, 
by the house of commons; and this must. 
have been, more or‘less, the principle of 
every preceding project of reform, Which’ 
proposed to increase the number of voters’ 
at elections. But I never heard ‘that 
among those, who carried their opinion’ 
on this point as far as it would go, there 
was a single individual so absurd or so de~ 
praved as to contend, that he ought not to’ 
be taxed, because he was not represented.‘ 
|For that duty at least, he would have found* 
the house of commons, as it stands, per= 
fectly sufficient to impose the duty, and to. 
compel obedience.—The only article, that — 
remains to be considered, and with that I. 
shall conclude, is the prudence of making 
this exception in favour of foreigners, in 
the present times and circumstances of the’ 
country. The chancellor of the exche- 


forced a few days ago, by my hon. friénd ' 
(Mr. Whitbread), who closed the Impeach-’ 
ment of lord “Melville. Speaking” of the’ 
treasure of the navy, he said, what I say’ 
of all the public revenue, that ‘it has its” 


fibrous’ root in. the meal of every peasant; 


in the cloth of the coat he wears; in the 

implements, | with which he earns his daily. 
bread; in every article he consuimés.” ’ 
The actual burthen of the taxes is énough ” 
to drive the mass of the peoplé’to despair. 
If you do not wish and intend to drive 

them to madness, you, will: not aggtavate 


ther“ altegations, the petitioners asserted, 


their” suiférings by ‘this. 


| 
| | 
| 
| 
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| il 
| | 
| | 
| 
| 
| 

quer has been obliged to abandon the first’ | 

tax he has proposed on iron; and I sus- if 

pect that the home brewery is very likely a 
| to share the same fate. The fact, I fear, . 1 
Ce, is, that-we are arrived at the final limit of } 
Ms taxation on consumption, or very near it. i} 
y al The multitude can pay no more, without’ 
be crushing and confounding the gradations’ il 
de- of society, when no distinction of rank or 
id fortune will be left, but between the 
ally and the few.. I wish I could remember’ i} 
ere and repéat the eloquent lan with, 
in which this ‘opinion, or the 
4 would draw from it, was urged and en- 
the | | 
The | 
ight if 
iy 
ert« 
ues= 
act, 
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of strangers from contributing even to th 
protection of own pro 
fore thoVe you, ‘sir, that thé clause in ‘ihe 
presént bill, which provides an éxemp- 
tidn Tor the annuities, dividends, or shares 
belbuging to aliens, ndt resident ‘in Great 
Britain, elbéwheére within the domi- 
pions of Bis tiajesty,” may be omitted. 
‘Secretary Tor said, be was con- 
vineed ‘that His hop. friénd was actuated 
By the best intentions, ih proposing his 
present motion, though something like a 
Of réprdach séemed to run through 
His ‘speech. I¢ would be impossible for 
any man torbelieve, that bis majesty’s mi- 
nisters were influenced "by any peculiar 
for foreigners, in proposing to 
éxempt their funded prdperty from the tax 
they could, only’ be actuated by, what ap- 
peared ‘to them just and politic. The pre- 
sent measure, considered with regard to its 
policy, would have the effect of discoura: 
in the British funds, and o! ‘inducing them 
to withdraw it altégether, and’ therefore 
must be ultimately injurious to this‘coun- 
y. “Their motives for preferring the Bri- 
tish finds were their superior security, to- 
‘ther with the high rate of interest which 
: Srey derived from them; but the hon. gent. 
seemed desircus of removing these motives 
at once. He had also given them the in- 
Vidious name of speculators, and had ob- 
served, that during the American war they 
bought in when the funds were low, and 
liad sold ‘out at the conélusion of peace, to 
great advantage, ' But, every man who pur- 
Ghased aw estate a view of rendering it 
more valuable, might equally be considered 
as a speculator; and he could not see how 


the conduct of foreigners, in this instance, |’ 


should, dra upon thetn the resentment of 
this country. — nless speculations of this 
kind weré left unfettered, thé whole funded 
system ‘would be annihilated. One great 
vantage of that Systém was, that any man 
could invest bis property’ without risk or 
delay, and could buy in of sell’ out when- 
ever it suited his convenience.” And as it 
was desirable, that fofeigners should pur- 
chase into our funds, he considered it as 
exceedingly impolitic ‘to subject them to 
the tax. | The bow. ent. had dwelt upon 
the frauds that would te practised, in 

vis'ing domestic propert 1D the jhanies of 
foreigners, and it was certainly possible 
tat such frauds tight také place’; but it 
was to be observed, that the proper tax 


had now existed for three years, au 


had not been hitherto discovered. He could 
not help thinking, that there was little dat 
ger of the defalcation of the tax from fraua 
dulent practices in that way. The British 
creditor must be aware of the consequences . 
that might ensue trom them. Suppose the 
foreigner, in whose name the property wag 


,| fraudulently vested, to die, the property 


would descend to his heirs, and according 
‘to the laws of the country in which he ree 
sided. In regard to the justice of such a 
proceeding, he could not see how it wa 
just in parliament to tax any but the pro- 
iperty of its own subjects. As to the at 
queen Anne, which the hon, gent. referred 
to, as exempting the funds from taxation, 
it must be contessed, that the present tax 
might perhaps be justly considered as. 
tax on the funds, and as only to be justded 
‘from the necessity of the times. But the 
jtax in itself was properly a tax on a 
species of property, and were the property 
of foreigners in the funds to be now taxed, 
it might justly be considered, in that ease, 
'as a tax on the funds, sinee parliament could 
‘not pretend to tax the property of forelgne 
ers. It had been represented as provoking, 
‘that foreigners should be exempted from 
the tax ; but would they not, by being dew 
terred from purchasing in our funds, be 
enabled to give the hostile governments 
under which they lived, more active assist 
ance, by lending them their money, than 
we could derive benefit from extending the 
tex to them? Such governments also, as, 
far as he knew, might have a property tax, 
and thus the property of such foreigners 
might be doubly rated. In truth, the bo- 
stile foreigner, were he subject to this tax, 
might justly complain, that. we took iy! 
of his property in order to deprive himof . 
the whole. As to what the hon, gent. had. 
said on the subject of representation, no. 
oné who had suid that the representation. 
of the country was inadequate, except per= 
haps a few eccentric men, had denied that, 
the people owed obedience to that house, 
as their representatives. The very phrase, 
inadequate representatation ” proved. 
that the friends of reform conceived, that, 
the people were represented, that the vir-. 
tual representation, indeed, was not 
plete, and that it ought to approach more. 
to what was real. “Every person with whats 
-he had been connected, disclaimed the idea, 
fi universal suffrage ; but he did not know, 
n what the constitution of the 
ended, if the people were not,con der, 
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yas because America was neither. virtually 
for really represented in parliament, and 
that the. Americans had no complete com- 
invnion of interests with this country, that 
qur right to tax America was denied ; and 
ous on precisely the same grounds, that 


now objected to taxing the property of 
reigpers in our funds. Would it.be con- 
istent with the constitution of parliament 


‘to say, we give and grant the property of 


foreigners, in addition to that of those we 


‘represent? And how could his majesty be 


fepresented as thanking his good subjects 
for their benevolence, as was done in giving 
the royal assent to tax hills, while he would 
at the same time be thanking. the subjects 
of France, or of foreign powers subject to 
her influence? , The very tenour of the royal 
acceptance would render the imposition of 
4 taxon the property of foreigners absurd, 
The commons could only give and grant 
hat, was their own, aud not. that which 
belonged to others, who had, perhaps, a 
rfect opposition of interests, With re- 
urd to the hon. gentleman’s peroration on 
: case of the poor, no one could doubt 
t.they were entitled to every relief in 
the power of parliament to give; but re- 
course ought, not therefore to be had to a 
measure radically unjust. The case of fo- 
eigners residing in this country was totally 
diferent: they enjoyed the protection of 
government, and of the laws, and, therefore, 
were bound to contribute to the support of 
that government, and of those laws. On 
the whole, he thought that this proposed 
extension would be a complete departure 
from that system that had been followed 
since the Property Tax had been introduced; 
and concluded with observing, that the hon, 
gentleman’s arguments had not produced, 
the slightest conviction on his mind. 
The Speaker then begged to state to the 
house, whether the mation, in the present 
sage of the bill, could at all be entertained 
bythe house, It went to take away the ex- 
emption. granted to foreigners, and thus 
tended to a material increase; of the pro- 
duce of the tax, But, agreeably, to the 
established usages of the house, no measure 
of this. kind could be proposed, except-in 
acommittee, When the.bill, therefore, had 
already, been read.a third time; he submit- 


ted to the house, whether the present mo-|. 


tion.was not irregular, , 


_ Mr, ‘Bankes. wished the. discussion, to, 
Continue, though, his hon, friend had per- 
haps nnadyisedly, postponed. his motion, 
05,4 Was a question in which the country 
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large would feel materially interested, 
He said, it was his intention to have de« 
livered his sentiments on this measure. He 
‘had examined the bill minutely, and he did 
not find a single sound or solid principle 

Lord Henry Petty spoke to order. After 
the very clear statement on the subject, 
which they had heard from the chair, he 
did not think it correct to go into any 
farther discussion at present. The only 
mode he could see for gentlemen to attain: 
their object, and have the, matter fully cone 
sidered, was, for some meinber to give no~ 
tice, that he would, on a future day, move, 
that the house should resolve itself into-a 
committee, to consider of the propriety: of 
subjecting foreign property to this tax.—i_ 
After a few words from Mr. Francis, the: 
motion then fell to. the ground.—QOn 
‘the. motion of Mr. Vansittart, clause 
were brought up to exempt stock, or divi~ 
dends, the property of his majesty, in whate 
ever name they may, stand; and.also-stock; 
the property of accredited ministers fromy 
foreign states, when duly authenticated.—. 
On the question that the bill do pass, 

Sir R. Buxton said, that he could. not 
omit that last opportunity of entering, his 
decided, protest against the bill, inasmuch 
as it charged the landed interest with what: 
he thought equivalent to .13 per cent., and; 
the funds with 10 per cent.; while. on prow 
fessional men, it operated only as.a;volun=: 
tary tax. The hon. gent. opposite (Mr, 
Vansittart) had argued the measure as-if itr 
was a land-tax; if so, he should have» 
liked to have the bill made annual, as the; 
landetax always was, . 

Mr. Vansittart could not see the utility: 
of its being merely an annual bill, Besides,. - 
it would be always subject to the revision; 
_ Mr. W, Smith said, that, -looking upon: 
the bill. as unjust in .most.of its- provisions, 
nothing should ever reconcile him to. it.) 
He had, very lately, received a letter, from: 
« family whose smal] annuity would expire: 
in 1808, that is, in little more than a yeas: 
and a half, and yet-they would be compelled: 
to. pay as.much, in proportion, ,as.the mata 
who had a permanent income, arising from; 
landed or funded property., 

_ Mr.. Hudlestone agreed with. every syle, 

Jable,that had. fallen-from:his hon, triend ; 

and contended, that. it would: oblige the: 

man who derived a small income from the: 

funds, to sell his capital, and, ultimately. 

him to the,workhouse, He was sorry» 
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the noble lord had departed from the two 
principles ‘with which he had set out, name- 
, that the tax should not interfere with 
necessaries of life, nor apply to income 
ander 50/. per annum. But, as the bill 
now stood, the tax would apply to all pro- 
perty in the funds, of whatever amount. 

He bad-ascertained the number of persons 
holding property in the funds under 50/. a 
year, to be 220,000, who, he was afraid, 
would be compelled to sell out their stock, 
and live upon their capital. He was 
ashamed to ask, whether, in justice, they 
ought to levy the same proportion of duty 
on 20/, a year, as on 20,000/.? For his own 
part, he would cheerfully submit to a larger 
proportion of duty upon the class to which 
he belonged, provided it should be the 
means of exempting the lower classes, 

Lord De Blaqutere deprecated the con- 
duct of those gentlemen who, just at the 
moment the bill was about to take its de- 
parture from the house, were so anxious 
to give it a death-blow. Such conduct was 
the more to be condemned, as it could not 
be supposed to operate against the adop-. 
tion of the bill, and could serve only, as it 
were, to send out the measure to the world 
with a canister tied to its tail. 

- Mr. Vansittart contradicted the asser- 
tion, that’ his noble friend (Petty) had de- 
parted from the principles he had stated 
upon his first proposition of this bill, in 
any other instance than that in which he 


had acceded to ‘some deductions, which. 
were deemed necessary to satisfy the claims]. 


of justice and humanity. The right hon. 


gent. argued against the notion, that if the]. 


scale of taxation were agreed to, which 
some gentlemen recommended, namely, 
the removal of it altogether, from the poor, 
and the consequent advance upon the rich; 
if that scale were adopted, he was satisfied 
that ‘the’ burthen upon the richer classes 
would be much greater, in proportion, than 
the relief to be afforded to the poorer. He 
would, indeed, ask the house, in answer to 
all that had been said, within and without, 
upon the subject, whether it was possible 
to devise 2 tax, which it would’ be prac- 
tieable to collect, and which would be 
productive to the state, without being 
imposed upon the different classes of the 
community? 

Wright expressed his hope that, 
if a man who had a small interest from the 
funds, should, notwithstanding, be obliged 
tq resort to’ parish relief, he should ‘not be 


still liable to this tax.—The bill -was read a 
- third time and passed. 
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To ComMISSIONERS oF Aca 
counrs.] The house having resolved jt. 
‘self into a committee of the whole house, 
to whom it was referred to consider of 
granting salaries to such persons as should 
be appointed commissioners to carry iro 
execution any act of this session of ‘parlia. 
‘ment forthe examination of the accounts 
of the expenditure of the public money in 
the West Indies, and to their secretaries, 
officers, and clerks, and of defraying the 
‘incidental expences attending the same; 
upon the motion of Mr. Vansittart, it wag 
agreed, “* That there be issued and paid, 
out of the consolidated fund of Gre 
Britain, an annual ‘salary, not exceeding 
1500/. to the commissioner who shall be 
first named to carry into’ execution any 
act of this session for the examination of 
the accounts of the expenditure of thé 
public ‘money in the West Indies ; and to 
each of the other commissioners an annual 
salary not exceeding 1000/.; and when any of 
the said commissioners shall be sent abroad, 
he shall be allowed such additional ‘salary 
as the lords commissioners of the treasury 
shall think proper, not exceeding 5001; 
and that the said lords commissiouers be 
authorised to allow, out of the said con- 
solidated fund, such salaries to the secre- 
taries, officers, and clerks, to the said com- 
missioners, as they shall think proper ; and 
also reasonable sums of money for the in- 
cidental charges of the said commissio- 
ners.”’ 
“HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, May 30. ed 
[Minores.] Mr. Alexander, and ofher 
members, brought up from the commons 
the Property Duty bill, the Tortola Free« 
Port bill, the Irish Malt Duty bill, the Irish 
Revenue bill, and several private bills. 
These bills were all read a first time —The 
Duke of Montrose observed, that the Tor- 


tola Free-Port bill involved questions of 


great importance to the commerce’ ‘of the 
country. He therefore thought it neces 
sary to move for some documents, which, 
he conceived, ought to’ come under the’ 
consideration of their lordsbips, prévious’ 
to the discussion on the second reading of 
the bill. He accordingly moved for, am 


{account of the value of the British 


factures exported to the islands of Domi-’ 
nica and Tortola, at different’ periods ; the 
quantity of sugar, rum, coffee; and indigo, 
jmported from those islands into Great 
Britain} the value of the sugar, ‘Tumi, &e? 


imperted from foreign settlements into 
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2 .Tortola;copies of the orders in. council] Rose presented a petition from several 
allowing foreign sugar, &c, to be imported} West-lndia merchants, against the Ameri- — 
‘nto. Tortola and Dominica.—The Lord|can. Intercourse bill.—Sir C. Price pre- | 
" Chancellor read a letter from sir T. Duck- | sented a similar petition from the owners of 
worth, in which he expressed his grateful} several British ships, Both petitions were 
f acknowledgments for the honour done him ordered to be laid on the table. 
by their lordsbips’ vote of thanks——Lord| [Arrains or InpDIA—PAPERS RELA= 
6 Auckland moved that the bar be cleared,| tive ro sin R. Suuiivan.] Mr. Sullivan | 
= aud strangers were immediately ordered to} said, he rose to move for the papers of 
“4 withdraw. Their lordships then proceeded | which he had given notice two days ago.— 
; to the further consideration of the evidence | That, having been prevented, by an afflict~ 
*) adduced on lord Melville’s trial. They|ing distress in his family, from attending 
4 continued in close deliberation until eleven | in his place during the last week, he had 4 
ry o'clock; when the further consideration of} not had an opportunity of hearing the ob- i 
" the evidence was deferred till Monday. _{ servations which an hon. member had per- i 
mitted himself to make, to the disadvan- \ 
“ HOUSE OF COMMONS. tage of a near and dear relation of his, a i 
id _ Friday, May 30. member of that house, who was absent 1 
The Temple Bar and Snow-| through infirmity. From what he had 
nf hill Lottery bill, on the motion of alderman| since heard and read of those observa= 
a Combe, was passed, and ordered to the lords, | tions, he did not hesitate to say that they 
'té —An account was presented, on the mo-| were unfounded ; and that the house would 
raf tion of sir J. Newport, of the additional | find, in the papers to which he had al- 
f duties on taxes, stamps, and wares and|luded, the most distinct and pointed con. 
a ‘merchandise in Ireland, from the year 1801 | tradiction to what the hon. gent. had as- 
oak down to the present year.—Mr. Vansittart|serted. ‘That the transactions, to which 
# moved, for an account of exchequer bills} those papers related, had reference toa 
rn issued for the year 1805, outstanding; which} proceeding in which the government of 
by was presented accordingly.—Sir J. New-| Madras, and the superior government of 
aia port said, he should, on Wednesday, sub-| Bengal, were the principal parties, and in 
Ail mit a proposition to the house, to establish | which the hon. bart. was an active and ef- 
afree and unrestrained intercourse of all] ficient instrument. The inferior govern= 
ane sorts of grain between Great Britain and{ ment of Madras had recorded, in strong 
rite Ireland.—Alderman Combe obtained leave | terms, their disapprobation of the conduct 
Be! to bring in a bill to repeal.the Additional | of the hon. bart.; and this record had been \ 
16 Force bill, as far as related to the city of| adduced to thé house, as the ground and | 
London.—The house having resolved itself] warrant for the imputation which the hon. 
‘ into a committee of ways and means for{gent. had thought proper to cast on his i 
4 Ireland ; sir J. Newport moved, that there{hon. relation. The superior government 
ev be a duty of 1s. a barrel laid on all malt in| of Bengal, with this record before them, 
sey Ireland, to commence from the 2d of June} pronounced the conduct of the hon. bart. 
ved next; and also a duty of 4s. on every barre]| to have been highly meritorious, and, ia 
Trish’ of malt converted into spirits in Ireland ; consequence, they gave it their strongest 
sills. which motion was agreed to.—Mr. Alex-|commendation. That it was not his in- 
the  Mder brought up the report of the com-|tention to trespass upon the time of the 
Tore mittee for granting salaries to the West-} house, by going into the controversy be- 
wk India commissioners, and other commis-| tween the two governments; but that he 
€ the’ sloners, auditors, clerks, &c.; which was | appealed to the justice of the house, and to 
ecese agreed to, and provision was ordered to be} the honourable feelings of every man in it, 
hich? § Made accordingly in the auditors’ bill} whether the proceedings of the hon. mem-~ 
+ the Mr. Bankes brought. up. the report of the} ber, in adverting exclusively to the opinion Hl 
ious (g SMMittee appointed to examine the build-| that was expressed by one of the parties, | 
ng of ings erected at the British Museum; which | and thereupon founding a judgment, could 
» an’ ig “ated, that the buildings would be finished | be justifiable in any case, but particularly 
fine 1 the course of three or four months; and|in that of a member absent through ili- 
sortie! the estimate voted amounted to 2240/.; | ness?—That the mnisery and desolation that 
> the and that an extra sum was necessary to fi-] oyerspread the Carnatic in the years 1780 © 
ndigg, nish the buildings, amounting to 600/.jand 1781, and the reduced state of our 
Great Ordered to be laid. on. the -table.—Mr. | military force and resources at that time, 
into 
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were historical facts, ‘to: which he only re- 
ferred, as they geve rise to @ proposition 
out of which the transaction im question 
“arose, namely, a proposition for ceding to 
the Dutch company, in perpetuity, the 
Southern provinces of the Carnatic, upon 
condition that an immediate military aid, 
of 1000 European soldiers, should be fur- 
‘mished by that company.—The news of a 
rupture with Holland was-received in India 
before the arrangements upon this preposi- 
tion could be carried into effect. But the 
alarm, which it-had excited in the mind of 
the nabob of the Carnatic, was not the less 
Strong ; nor were-his doubts and apprehen- 
Sions to be appeased by the interposition 
of the temporary authority which then pre- 


“wailed at Madras, the government being’ 


held by devolution, and the gentleman so 
holding it not possessing the confidence 
of the nabob.—The exigency of the public 
affairs had become still more pressing, in 
consequence of the rupture with Holland; 
and the nabob was urged, by the temporary 
of Madras, to assign the col- 

ction of his revenues into their -bhands. 
The nabob resisted the proposition, and 
want of confidence increased the difficulties 
of our situation—At this time, the hon, 


bart. held the office of secretary to the go- 
wernment of Madras, and, from his know- 
ledge of the Persian language, he was en- 


abled to communicate directly with the 
nubob; that he availed himself of this ad- 


vantage, not to betray the secrets of govern- 
ment, as the hon. gent. had thought proper 


to state, but to impress upon the mind of 
the nabob, the necessity of his making the 


great sacrifice that-was required of him for 


the general safety.—The nabob, seeing the 
public danger on one side, and his personal 
risk on the other, .was some time beforé he 
could- bring his mind to decide; at length 
he signified his:disposition to concur in the 
proposition, provided the hon. bart. would 
undertake to negociate the terms of the as- 
signment with the government-general, and 
to obtain-a formal assurance from that su- 
perior:authority, that his jast rights should 
_be restored to him upon the return of peace. 
The hon. bart, did not hesitate between 
personal responsibility, and what appeared 
to him an object, upon the -attainment of 
which our political existence in the Car- 
natic might depend. He therefore accepted 
powers from: the nabob, to treat with the 
(government«géneral for the assignment of 
all his revenues-during the war, subject to 
Certain conditions and reservations, A 
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treaty was, in ‘Consequence, executed ag 
Calcutta, in March 1781; and the governe 
ment-general, with a view of confirting in 
the nabob the fullest confidence in the good 
faith which they intended to preserve 
‘wards him, ‘thought proper to invest the 
hon. bart. with powers as their minister dt 
the court of the nabob, to see that the terms 
of the treaty were observed. Before the 
hon, bart. arrived at Madras, in the cha- ’ 
racter of a public minister from the supé. 

rior government, lord Macartney had ag. 
sumed the reins of that government, to ~ 
which he was regularly appoitited by the 
company, with the approbation of the 
crown, The hon. bart. immediately des 
livered his dispatches to lord Macartney; 
and observed to his lordship, that, as.the 
situation of tlie Madras government. was 
so materially changed by bis being placed 
at the head of it, he (the minister) was per. - 
suaded, that the government-general Wid 

approve of his suspending the execitiy 
duties of his commission, until his lordship 
could receive answers to avy reference he. 
might think proper to make to him upon 
the subject of his mission, and he accord. 
ingly corifined himself to the act of deliver. 
ing the treaty to the nabob.—That it would 
be an unnecessary intrusion on the patience 
of the house, if he were to go further into 
this subject. That he only begged it might 
not be inferred, from what he had said, 
that he considered the treaty of March 
1781 as a perfect arrangement.; All be. 
meant to say upon that point was, that it 
was better than any thing that had pre- 
ceded it ; and that it was the objert which 
the temporary government of Madras en- 
deavoured, but without effect, to obtain; 
that it was obtained through the represen- 
tations of the hon. bart.; that the govern- 
ment-general considered it as an object of 
great importance; and marked their ap- 
probation of the hon.’ bart. ‘in the most 
distinguished mannef, by vesting bial with 
the character of their minister. ‘That lord 
Macartney, in a letter to the chairman, 
the ‘15th “of December, 1782, calls it a 
“considerable step towards remedying 

defects of past transactions.” ‘That in 8 
letter of 1st December, 1781, to the secret 
committee, adverting to it under the modl- 
fications he had introduced into it, be cal 
it “ that rock of strength upon which you 
stand in the Carnatic ;” and that the treaty 
of 1792; made*by ‘lord Cornwallis, was 
formed upon the basis of this assignment, 
begged again, that it might wot be 
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“jpterred, from whet he had said, that he 
gopsidered any of those Ap as free 
from. objection. He had, Jong since pub- 
ad the opinion he entertained on this” 
abject... That opinion had not varied; and 
had no difficulty in pow stating, that 
thought the zeal of my lord Wellesley, 
.r. the public service, bad carried him too 
far, in the arrangement which was made 
pder his authority in the Carnatic. Had 
is lordship made his arrangement in the 
Carnatic, upon the principle upon which 
his. arrangement in Oude was formed, it 
would have. had his bearty concurrence, as 
tbat measure had, upon the. fullest con- 
sideration he had been able to. give. it. 
He explained, that he now adverted to the 
__gession of the frontier provinces, as.a full 
compensation for the military protection 
gf the dominions of Oude.—That the hon. 
_qpember was represented to have impli- 
' gated, in his censure, another hon. friend 
of his (Mrs, Laurence Sullivan), who, after: 
‘plong life, thirty years.of which were passed 
do the chief management of the affairs of 
the dad company, reposed in his 
ve full twenty years.—That there are 
still living many persons, some perhaps |. 
fow.in that house, who -must remember 
the plenitude of power with which. Mr., 
Sullivan directed the affairs of India, with 
ditle intermission, frem the year 1757 to 
1786. The.hon. member. might, himself, 
eee recollect the contest for, supre- 
, in 1768, between lord Clive and 
. Sullivan: that contest was sustained 
vith Warmth, and an exertion of interest 
that seldom had been equalled in the party- 
struggles of this country. The. law which 
since rendered it necessary that India 
-Atock should be held a year before a pro- 
Pietor could be qualified to. vote, did not 
exist. Mr. Sullivan, and Mr. Yan- 
-Bittart; who pad .united with’ him. (be al- 
duded -to the father ofa right hon. gent., 
show an orn t.to the house) extended, 
Meir interest, by entrusting stock amongst 
persons why were attached to them respec- 
abvely ; that jn.the number of persous of 
this description, were Mr. William,Burke. 
“Mr... lin ‘Macleane,. who ,had, | 
ecb, been waderrsecretaries of state; that 
gentlemen became, in consequence, 
indehsed to Mr.Sullivan ; ;that.they | 
went,out,ofthe world without, haying 
this.debt. -Lhat.each,ef these 
a ghad ;become agents to .native: 
jn. , Mr. ;Macleane. was 
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or 1783, being at’ that time in the service of 
the nabob of the Cargatic. That the exe- 
cutor of Mr. Macleane, “Mr. Stuart, who 
was secretary to the niission, had a know- 
ledge of this long-standing debt to Mr. 
Sullivan ; and, in urging the claims of Mr. 
Macleane upon the nabob, he represented 
it to him, and recommended that provision 
might be made for the payment of it, as 
Mr. Sullivan, in his old age, was in em, 
barrassed circumstances. The bond to Mr, 
Stuart, i in, trust for Mr. Sullivan, was the 
consequence “of this representation. It is 
dated February 5, 17 85, Mr, Sulliyan was 
informed of this transaction in the summer 
ofthat year. He immediately wrote to him 
(Mr. John Sullivan), desiring that he would © 
take measures to have the bond cancelled; 
for though the transaction was fair and ho- 
noyrable, yet, as he was a public man, it 
was open to misconstruction. That letter 
was on its way ta India, when he was on 
his passage to England ; had he received it 
there, entering fully into the henourable 
and high feelings of his friend, he would 
have acted upon it. That Mr Sullivan 
died a short time after his arrival in Eng- 
land. Upon his death, his son called on 
‘Mr, J. Sullivan to assist in the arrange- 
ment of his father’s affairs. They found 
them ito be involved beyond the extent of 
all the.property he left. Under these cir- 
cumstances, they could not consider .them- 
selves at liberty to act.as the high spirit of 
that distinguished | man had directed. The 
bond was, in fact, the property of his cre- 
ditors, and they could not, in justice, de- 
prive them of any benefit that might arise 
gut of it.—They had also considered, that 
the man whose influence had rewarded the 
services of colonel Clive, by appointing:him 
to the government of Bengal, had placed 
Mr, Vansittart in that high office ; had put 
the.British interests in India under the care 
and guardianship of Mr. Hastings; the man 
who had been the friend and patron of 
Lawrence and Callaird; through whose 
influence lord Macartney had been ap- 
pointed to the government of Madras (and ~ 
here .he availed himself of the opportunity 
to express the strong sense he entertained. 
of the talents and probity that distinguished 
that noble Jord): that they had copsigered, 
that the map who had selecied such che- 
racters, as the objects of his patronage, 
could.not bein r of shaving his good 
lname iJightly brought into 
Dhat be had now described the origin of 
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be investigated, bot let not the breath of 
-calumny be employed to taint the well- 
earned: fame of his revered friend. -He 
_ observed, that the characters of public men 
were the property of his country, and, alter 
their decease, that house should be their 
sanctuary.: He would not trespass further 
on the patience of the house ; but moved, 
“ That there be laid before this house an 
extract of a letter, from: the governor- 
general and council of Bengal to the court 
of directors, dated October 20, 1783.” 
Also, ‘* That there be laid before this house 
a copy of a letter, from the governor- 
general to the court of directors, dated 
‘November 28, 1783.” 
- Mr. W. Keene said, on looking over the 
dist of the debts of the nabob of the Car- 
natic, he referred merely to what was in- 
‘serted in the papers, which had an eflect on 
Jhis mind, and on which his former observa- 
‘tions were grounded. - He was concerned 
“if he gave pain.to any gentleman. . 
. ‘Mr. Sullivan said, after what he bad 
stated to the hon. gent., he trusted he 
-would have done justice to his brother; 
_. instead of which, he aggravated his former 
Mr, Ellison contended, that when an 
- individual was criminated, he had a right 
-to’bring forward the best evidence he had, 
-and agreed thoroughly with what had been 
stated by the hon. gent. who made the 
‘motion.-The motion was then put and 
agreed to. ' 
Service.) 
«Phe Secretary at War moved the order of 
‘the.day, for the house going into a commit- 
§tee-on the Mutiny bill. . Previous to the 
Speaker’s leaving the chair, 
Lord Castlereagh wished to know from 
the right hon. gent. (Mr. Windham), as 
being a material point in judging of the 
estimate of the probable expence of his 


new system, whether he .had yet made up. 


his mind on,the subject of granting boun- 
ties to soldiers on their entering into their 

- second and third periods of service ? ’ Also, 

_ whether it was his idea that, om the expi- 
ration Of the 14 years, those who. retired 
to have the half of ‘the allowaiice of 


Mr. Secrétaty Windham said, the ques- 
tions put to him by the noble lord’ were 
--matters merely of regulation.. .He might 
entertain an idea that it would be much 
- more useful ‘to give some bounty for the 


/ ane pects of 


tied 
was impossible for him to conceive what 
at the end of 7 years, such bounty might 
be; as to the other question, he was ins 
clined to think that an allowance at the 
rate of 4d. instead of 6d. per day might be 
sufficient at the expiration of 14 years, and 
that the fall allowance of Is. per day should 
be given on the expiration of the 21 years 
Lord Castlereagh repeated his wish 
know the idea of the right hon. gent, as to 
whether any and what préportion-of bouns 
ty should be given to those re-€nlisting on 
the expiration of the first 7 years, 
~Mr, Windham said, when the’ tate of 
bounty had been so often clianged during © 
the» present war, how was it possible fur: 
him to say what it ought to be at the expt 
ration of 7 years-from this date? 
Mr. Perceval observed,’ that  the*right 
hon. gent. seemed not to conceive’ the 
question of his noble’ friend.’ The noble 
lord did not ask what: the amount of the 
bounty then to be given would: be, butif 
any bounty was intended to be: given for’ 
the second period of service, and what prd- 
portion it was*purposed it should bear to 
the original bounty? 
Mr. Windham had no difficulty iti sayin 
that it was likely bounties on re-enlistment ° 
would-be found necessary; but he could ® 
not: state the probable amount of ‘such 
bounties, nor the. proportion which they 
should bear to each other. He was not 
yet aware what bounty would ‘be neces 
on the first enlistment, and’still less could 
he know what might be requisite on the” 
second and-third. 
Mr. Canning observed, that the import 
of the question put by his noble friend was, 
whether the right hon. gent. had such cony 
fidence in the superior allurements of bis 
plan, that he looked to fecruiting without 
a bounty; or whether it would ‘be- neces 
sary. to have recourse to the ordinary mode 
of bounties? This question he conceived 
went to the very: essevce of. his plan, atid 
it was of importance that the house should 
know the right hon. gent intentions on 
Mr. Windham replied,. that he 
at present state what bounty would be'givém 
on the first enlistment, nor what» propor 
tion would’ be observed’ inthe at 
after-periods, He did conceive, however, 
that some bounty would be necessaryy 
bounty was given on: the ‘Gist enlists” 
ment, why not -also- on the  secbnd 


third? But-the amount-of- these 
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gust necessarily vary according, to the cir- 
! Gumstances of the times, and it would be 
4mpossible now.to say what bounty might 
necessary 7 or 14 years hence. Nothing 
“that might be now settled on the head ot 
unties could be unalterably fixed, but 
must vary according to the change of cir- 
cuinstances.. But he had, no hesitation in 
sdying, that some bounty might be neces- 
“gary to induce re-enlistment at the end of 
“the first and second periods... 
Mr..0’Hara thought, that government 
‘should altvays have it in, their power to re- 
fgulate and proportion the, bounties, and 
either to give or withdraw them, They 
should be proportioned to the. period of 


® service for which every map was inclined 


to enter, whether limited. or permanent, 
- and thus adapted to the wishes and incli- 
‘nations of individuals,—He was, proceed- 
’ jog farther on the subject, when the Speak- 
_¢rspoke to order, observing, that the only 
‘ question before the bouse was, whether it 
hould resolve, itself into a committee, 
The house then resolved itself into a com- 
Mittee on the bill. In schedule A, how- 
ever, it was moved that the common oath 
should be omitted, for the purpose of sub- 
flituting another in its place. 
_ Mr. Yorke submitted, that it was not re- 
gular to call on the house to vote that cer- 
“tain words should be omitted, without 
their knowing what was to come in place 
of them. 
Mr..Secretary Windham read the altera- 
tions, which it was his intention to propose 
in the form of the oath, After specilying 
the age of the recruit, and that he did not 


belong to the miktia, he proposed that it: 


should proceed to declare that he engaged: 
to serve bis majesty for years, which he 
Nould fill up with the word “ seven;” and. 
also for such further period as his majesty 

should please to direct, nat exceedin 
years, which he proposed to. fill up with the 
word “ three,” but which should terminate, 
at the expiration of a period of six follow- 
ing mouths of uninterrupted peace. ‘That 
ifthe recruit should happen to be under 18 
years of age, so many years should be ad- 
ed to the period of service,.as should 
prevent the term of 7 years from beginning 
“sto run till he was actually 18 years of age. 
that every soldier abroad, at the period of 
the expiration of his service, should; be sent, 
Thome free from expence, and, on his arri- 
Nelin Great Britain, should receive. the 
“Usual allowance of marching-money, to 
to his particular parish or place. 


{against such a step. 


If in Great Britain at the time he was en- 
titled to. his discharge, then also. that he 
should: be entitled to the allowance of 
marching-money. These, were the only 
alterations he had to propose, and with 
what the house was already in possession 
of, from what. he had formerly stated on 
the subject, and any other alterations be 
might bave to propose. in the course of the 
business, formed the general system by 


which he subniitted that the army might — 
‘most properly and successfully be recruited 


at the present time. He had to submit 
that it should be left open to the executive 
government, to vary the terms of the bar- 
vain in future years, as they should see 
cause. It was impossible, in a case so var 
ried, to provide for every contingency which 
might possibly present itself, by legislative 
provision. In saying this,-he wished to be 
understood how false and unfounded the cla- 
mour and alarm were which had been sound- 
ed, of our resorting to a measure. which 
was irrevocable; that we were now binding 
ourselves up by an irrevocable rule, from 
which we could not at any future.;period 
recede. ‘The measure was, no doubt, irre. 


vocable ‘as to the army which it might raise, _ 


and to them the good faith pledged was 
irrevocable; but still it was not an irrevo- 
cable measure, but one which might be 
abandoned at any times It was necessary 
to keep in view the reasons for, as well as 
There must. be ine 
volved in every measure something like a sa- 
crifice, something to be given for something 
else to be received. It had been said, that 


the present measure was not pressed om us. 


by necessity; that we weré hazarding an 


experiment which, we were not called on to” 


make ; that we were parting with men when 
we were not obliged to do so, All agreed 
that we would not willingly part with men 


in time of war, but the. question was how ~ 


we should most effectually induce men to 
enter into a service where they would. be 
useful during. war? .We were not igno- 
rant that advantages were not to be prer 
cured without ‘proportionate. sacrifices. 
And would any,man say that we were not 
at this moment in a situation in which we 
were pressed to the adoption of some ex- 
traordinary remedy? Look at.the mea- 
sures which had been adopted for 15 


years last past, on this very subject; -one 


would have thought. us .an extraordinary 


set of projectors, on observing this scene. 
Look. at our projects since the beginning of 
the late war, or rather take a period some- 


| 
be 
itd 
to, _ 
uns 
| 
i 
ing | 
fur: 
ight i 
the 4 
oble | 
the 

utif 
for’ 
prd- 

it 
he 
ould 
such 
the 
sary 
ould 
i 
aport 
bis 
thout | 
mode 
eived i 
and 
on 
d-not} | 
given: | 
ever, 
for 
nlite | | 
-and | 

| ij 


this 
‘gh Addition whieh fendered it ‘still tore 


what edrliér, It was régulved to increase 
the militia, by méans of calling out the sup- 
lerientary part of: them; to 100,000 men. 
the ordifiary récraiting had atisweréd the 
arpove, it i$ HOt to be supposed that 4 
6dé Of procuring so “oppressive to 
individuals, atid $0 préjudicial to the future 
iliterests of thé Service, would have 


Fesorted to; But it was tried, however, 


et it did iot fully etect its object, for it 
topped ‘short at abowt 80,000 men, atid 
furthét it Godld ot be carried. Peace 
ensued: After whith, thé war came, and 
Military establishments low; 
was abain resorted to, with 


ttiéd till it Gould do fio more. “Aiid 


thafi before, and that was the 
pénaltfés which were iinposed on 


the “THiS Was & of a 


ost coniptilsery nataré, and Yet, hotwith- 
this, the effect Was, that it did nut 
“atrain iS Object, While it very 
injured the ordihary recruiting 
‘Then came the Army of Reserve 
With the Compulsion, and in the 


forth, With this ‘aggravation, that the 


ws to 20/. man. 


sures. But we Wéfe Said’ BE: 
ddherityg to our foritier ‘opinions, ate 
in thind that we were ho’ 
Wants Of the ¢rowi, and thérefore that we 
ought to sét asidé out forneF hotions, 


abt the sworn sérvant Of the crowh, 
yet he claimed the privilege of not adheHi 
to-his former opinions. This might be 
well, bat consistency Was mote Tedess 
in our case thab in his, where the With 
was ‘hot sworn [a laugh}! ‘Now, of the 
stated by the ‘Tight ‘ho. 
owever, we were not plédged to ally thit 
bot the former administration tertaiy 
Was pledged to do afd iid 
the scheme with which they'canie forward 
looked very like ohé which had beeh 
fraited, Without much consideration, 
mentioned this, Hot With the View at pret 
sent Of into an investigation of 
natare of ‘that scheme, but merely 
view to shew that that administration pitt . 
perly enotgh ‘cotisidered themselves 


go backwards or forwards, as the former 
measure was’at an end. tnust eithe 
have resorted to the ordinary récruiti 


Tow, this measure not adoptéd merely | backed by such aids as ‘thust indke it 
in preference to the ‘tnilitia, The right] productive, ‘or they must have fotnd’ out 


Won." gent. over the way (Mr. Yorke) had 
‘Wideéd ‘said, that this would have the addi- 
tional ‘advantage of ‘providing men for the 
Yégular atiny ; ‘but still it was not ddopted 
On ‘that account, but because the former 
iniéasute bad failed. He woutld not ‘say: 
that this’ Arihy of Reserve ‘act ‘had ‘totally 
completely failed. It certainly'did do! 
Something, the éffects of which we expe-| 
“at this thbment. But yet ‘it fell] 
Considerably short of what it was intended’ 
to and ‘thet it Was It! 
Wétit'ds “far it Could, Gudéed it did 
hot évén'profess to pérthatent ‘hea: | 
a certain ‘point, atid 
‘Whe buillot was perfectly’ 
Wworh Sut, do no more till 'a 
Mhtérval had Expired. There we were’ 
witéh the Additional Forte act caine’ 
nto Operation. Now, ‘he' would not’ sky of 
‘thie ‘authors of ‘that ‘scheme hist Held 
said Of ‘the that'it was brought for- 

edged to bring forward Yomethiig, though 


Citlier case, it ‘was ‘mitich ‘strotiger in'their 
tin’ in’ Ours’; 
‘tration ‘Wed bédn’ removed ‘on the etetice 

dread 


Of the of ‘their ‘mitita 


some Ofiginal scHeme, as they in fact 
And it was rather’a whitsical thing thattt 
gentlemen on the other'sidé argued, thut, 
this méasure was not continued, een 
ought to be ‘in ‘its stead: 

liére they said there was nothing. "This Wis 
very odd. Was there not ordinaty 
cruititig? “Yes,”said they, “But thet 
is nothing; and therefore if You take wy 
this measure, you Iédve nothiny.”” W 
you left the gins’ ‘foundation clédr, 
had the old mode Of fectuiting. ‘This Was 


readily allowed; for though ‘it could’ hot be 
dalled absolutely nothing, yet it had Ween 
brought much ‘néarer to hothitig by tele 
mheastirés, But still it was Something, 
jt was ‘on account ‘of ‘its not being 
gether sufficient ‘in the old way, (Hitt 
Was ‘now ‘proposing some ‘varidtions 


which might ‘render it ‘more ‘efficient ; "bit 


Midst of the late measutés Wete profes 
hin ‘their ‘hatute ‘dnd 
thém, such as the ‘Aaditiorial ‘Pores 
‘Bich had Béen represented ‘as 
fn fact, téni porary, of, at any rate, me 
“He Would wot tow that 
sure’ fréth “éife ‘froth 
? 


bie 


thé 


adopt others. But the ight hon. gent wa 


pledged to dé Soinething—they miist either 


something; that it was not sufficient We 
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preset on the pHineipl 


> they" hud feborted to such variety of 


dopies Whieh Engaged in. the diécussidA of it. 
He only referred to it. imerely as having’ 
failed to answer its purpose, with view to 
shaw that we were left exactly a8 before, 
pad therefore that there was a necessity for 
something new. An hon. and learned 
‘pent. (Mr. Perceval) had said, that if he 
‘Mi, W:.) had read that act, he did not un- 
and it. He would have been satisfied 

With understanding it without reading it, 
{f that were possible; but the hon. and 
#ent. seemed satisfied with reading 
Without ‘Understanding it. Me maintaiied 
he -had before stuted, that the nature 


Of the uct was such that its quota would be! sures, ‘he was very glad to bear all tiie; dk 
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that theré was no ‘use for the’ pre 


this, and if' the measure was utterly made- 
quate to the purposes infended, then let it 


any thing further. “Now, in’ case, the 
question was, what were we'té do? Why, 
some aid must be giver to the ordinary 
recruiting, or had any-body any new scheme 


would exhaust the future resoarces of the 
Other side said, that we were ‘not’ to’confine 


our views to the*present moment, but'were 
to look to 'the fature consequences of 


to 5,000 mien ; and; when it came] though it cane father oddly from those, 


fo'tliat, the whole that it Would do would 
te'to-supply the caswalties pon this 
her. -He had, indeed, reard of 58,000, 
tien antivally ; but in 8 months it had only 
éed 15,000. men. ‘It was constantly; 
falliig in ‘aiféars, ‘and ‘in’ this way lost’ 
round as it It was like ‘those. 
faders Which, ‘the further ‘they ‘ran, ‘the’ 
dre they were behind. ‘It'began with) 
weficiency of 16,000 men, atid ended with; 
Baeficiéncy of 26,000. Evén supposing, 
However, that it had completely sueceeded| 
in its wature it was capable 
doing, still'it would failed 
Wer ie purpose intended by it. In the 
piodiétion ‘of a ‘right ‘hon. friend ‘of ‘his 
‘Mr. Shétidet), whom ‘he did not seein hi 
lade) ‘it was stated, That-a constitution! 
hat'was altvays ‘ailing, and yet 
stéd ‘lorigeér than oie which was’ 
robust.” This remark ‘might be ap- 
lied td this‘act. “It would come 
\“nintmum, which-was the quota of ‘9, 
‘atid "then it-would ‘go on supplying 
deficiencies on ‘this quota, leadin 
4n through’ this ‘site ‘to the ‘reguldr army, 
bounty of @ guineas imodre than could 
fobtained by the ordinary feeruiting. 1¢ 
Wild do ‘ithe “itself, ‘end wovld ‘prevent 
from doing ‘what ‘they might 
edo. ‘Men would -nattrally ‘wait 
Whey could ‘pet ‘ititd ‘the ‘through 
this mode would ‘be ‘atten 
‘tithe ‘with an additidnal ‘ex 
, ‘gréat Injury to tiie 
eof “‘nidvality, and ‘to “the re, 
“This then, was’com- 
y Bat right hon, 
ould ‘prove that it. Had all that 


whost ‘projects had *veen almost all of & 


{temporary fratare, and who were even now 


calling ‘out fer some ‘temporary ‘scheme, 
‘He ‘had’ no confidence ‘in ‘these ‘projects 


‘own ‘to offer, thotight the gooll 


to procure men ‘dy’ volutitary forcible 
means, or we ‘thight havea wombination'df 


it destroyed ‘our ‘future ‘resotfeds. 
force miglit on‘some occasions ‘assist antl 
quicken the operations of the’boutity. This 
was the case in our’navy, but ‘here the ayvan 
himself was taken,  But'in the land+service 
‘this was itripessible, and‘such means’oril 

raised ‘the boutity to 40 or $0 guineas, or 


the ‘provisional cavalry, of ‘the supplemen- 
‘tary ‘nititia, and forth. “Seemg, thes, 
no good either in the’theory or'the prac. 
tice’ of ‘such schemes, but’ finding that they 
rather operated like ‘ardent’ spirits,‘ opium, 
‘or substances of ‘the ‘like ‘nature, “whiéh 


though’ they ‘were in‘themsélves bad, there 
might cases in which they miglit'be pre- 
per; ‘having ‘stated 'this'so Often before; and 
beén “Charged with ‘stating the ‘exact 
rtrary, he would now say, that suchis¢hemes 
ought not to be’ resorted'to’tillevery other 
péssible means hdd’ been 'tried ‘and’ fourtd 
inéffectual. The therefore “would now 

the ‘effets’ ‘of ‘voluntary -enlistmetit, 
would tise 'no méans'but that of making ‘the. 
‘article ‘of proper value ‘to ‘the ‘purchaser. 


‘could ‘be-done-was, “to“bring tite 


or of any other; but, if he prove 


not be said ‘that there was no ‘necessity for — 


to propose? But any expedient which’ 


country,’ was ®ueé’whicl he would sot re 
commend, “When -the-gertlemen the 


‘however, He had ‘no similar project of his 
sense the ‘thing in ‘a very'small cone 
pass. The only option we ‘had twas,-eftiver 


the’two. ‘The ‘forcible "means ‘Might pros 
‘cure us sOme'men for'the present, but*then 


‘pethaps to:more, by'the competition: which . 
itexcited. Such was the effect m'the'case df 


Froused the constitetion ‘at’ first;*but efter- 
wards relaxed its power: | allowing that - 
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‘power of government. But there. were 
which you could not do even in the 
-. gervite. You could not make the situation 


a question, whether it was 


an comparison with the situations of other. 
“ glasses in such.a country as this? It was 


Vand easy, or a very profitable one... But 
‘there were advantages which might be of- 


_ ievery age and nation, had been offered with 


who would choose to serve for life, 


_ this, aftér making the condition. of the sol- 
dier thus eligible, men could not be found, 
¢hen théré was no alternative but to have 
pegoutse to Compulsory means, with all the for limited or unlimited service; 
; and that thus every one who chose to serve 
sible | at all, might do-so in either-of these ways 
most agreeable to himself; and; conse. 
quently, that many were induced to engage 
who would never have entered the service 
at all, had there been no sucli option, He 
sdid, that we offered the man-one sort of 


_. speriod than a man’s: life, and leaving his 
~discharge’ somewhat independent o 
person who émployed him, But then a 


fs ‘think that there was scarcely any one who 


the nature of things, have a most. powerful 
inducing men. to enlist. It,might, there- 


' general (sir James Pulteney) had argued 
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i4-% advantages of the service home to the feel- nig 


ings and undertandings of those who might 
be disposed to ;engage in,it. If, after. all 


evils-attending; upon it. Now, it might be 


#e make the situation of a soldier eligible 


could ‘not change your, popula- 
‘tion, but then you might change the nature 


ever, deny it. For though you mi 
men between the two, which you could hot 
get for one sort of service, it-did not there. 
fore follow.that you could get more, He 
said that the soldier, by ineans of our mixed 
force, had an option given him either to 


/ 


ght get 


of your'service. . This was certainly in the} service, limited both as to time and place, 


of a soldier.a very safe, a very comfortable 


fered to the soldier, advantages which, in 
yguccess., In the present. plan, he would, 
yemove an impediment to the recruiting 
service, by limiting the service to a shorter 
the 


question had been asked, jf.a service is-eli- 


and another sort,. unlimited in both cases, 
Did he consider this as ali we had to offer? 
The men might say that they liked limited | 
service in point of time, but that they did 
uot like one limited.in point.of space. Un 
less men disliked limited service in point 
of space, what induced them to enter the 
regular army atall? Yet men did enter 
the army, and that too. from the service 
said ta.possess.so many attractions, Yet it 
might. be said, why does the person who 
would wish « limitation in point of time, 
dislike a limitation in point of | space? 


Why, he might think it disagreeable to stay’ 
at home. He might wish to go abroad; he 


-gible for seven years, why should it not be| might wish to be a real soldier, to engag 
veligible for life? There might.certainly be|in such actions. as those of which he ha¢ 


but at the same time could it possibly be 
contended that men, generally speaking, 
would not be much more willing to enter 
-into the service when they were assured 


heard so much, and to see those, heroe 
who entitled themselves to the applau 
and. the gratitude of their country. Br 
though he desired ‘no limitation in pointf 
space, yet it might.be a most valuable o 


that, in case they did not like. it, they.might} ject to him to have a limitation in point 


“leave it at the end of 7 years?) If they did 
like it;-they might still continue in it till 
they had served 21° years. He. should 


-would insist much upon that argument 
-when,it bad so often been the practice. to 
-give men this option with a view'to induce 
_them to ‘enter the service. The thing was 


_change in the terms of the service must, in 


effect in rendering the condition of the.sol- 
_dier more eligible, and consequently 


‘fore, be confidently expected that this mea- 
sure would produce men... Now, an hon, 


)that, as.we had already,a mixed kind -of 
force, we must procure more.men than if 
there. was only one single kind and this, 


lime, instead of .entering upon a servic! 


which he could not see the end, He mpi 


eagerly desire to come back, to his a 
country, after.a certain term of servic@n 
order to describe what he had done pd 
what he had seen, in order to talk of *{n- 
tres vast and deserts idle.” He might jye: 
some rustic Desdemona, to whom he wid 


consonant to the feelings of mankind. 'The}.wish ,to detail his hair-breadth. ’spes, 


i’ th’ iminent deadly breach,” his “ mug 
accidents by flood and field,” while, Dae 
mona, the daughter perhaps of a yage. 
landlord, after, hastening to serve a 
mer with a tankard of ale, would #7, 
and ‘ with greedy ears devour up hdis- 
course.”.. This was a natural, inclifion,. 
and the service would by: this..mes, be: 
rendered. much more attractive quul-: 
titudes. Why, then, when you Tifhese 
motives to offer, it was in the hig de-. 


he said, :no,one could deny. He did, how- 


he 4 


stop and.counte 


i 


| 

re 

| 

ii 

i 

: 
| 

} 

| 

| | 
j 

| 

| 
| 
| | r 


STEPPE RSET 


429) DEBATES, Mar 40; Bill—Limited Service, [ase 


operation, by rendering the service, which 

was unlimited in point of space, also‘unli- 

ited in point of time. ‘The hon. general 

would, therefore, perceive that his-alterna- 

tive was deficient, for unlimited service in 

point of space might be a boon, while un- 

jimited service in poiut of time was a check, | 
Phe effect of this plan then, soouer or later, ) 

would be to. rouse that feeling of: ardour. 

and heroism, which undoubtedly ‘existed 
jn great numbers of the people of -this 
country. was our duty to pat no bar 

in the way ot the full effect of this spirit, 
bytendering the service. unlimited as to 
time ; for the ardour of many must be very 
much damped by the circumstance that 

they can see no end to their service.’ He 
would not dwell any Jonger on. this point, 

which must be so plain and obvious to 

every one. Of the eflects of this:plan of 
limited service in point of time, be had the 

fullest aid most confident reliance, as a 

permanent resource for procuring supplies 

of menfor the army. ‘Then, the next point 

was to enquire into the inconveniencies and 

evils which it had been said would attend 
this measure, These might be comprised 

under 3 general heads ; Ist, the effect which 
it would produce on the character. of the 
army; 2dly, its: effects with regard to the 

colonial service ; and 3dly, the loss of those 

numbers that would be discharged at the 

end of the terms. . Now, as to the first of 

these heads, namely, the character of the 

army, it was one to which we must be dis- 

posed to listen with seriousness and atten- 
tion, not from any belief that there was any 

thing in the argument, but merely on ac- 

count of the high importance of the subject, 

After a view of all the services to which 

his attention had been directed, and of the 
particular distinctions in the character of 

this country, he must say, that the objec- 

tion, as to-the effects of this: plan oni the 

character of the army, had no foundation, 

But then, how did this couple with the 

other objection relative to the discharge of 

the men during a.war? The expedient to 
cure this was to make the men serve for'a 

term of years, or during the war. But how 

did this- relate to the eharacter of the ‘sol- 

dier? If aman knew: that he was: to be. 
discharged at the end. of 7 years, it appeared 

be could not.be a proper soldier; -but if he 

served 5 years, or during the war, he might) 
‘Telire at the end of the-5 years; with the 
character of the. most. efficient ‘soldier! 

the fact was, that this uncertainty, for 


which would strike at the very root of 
nulitary character. In considering limited 
service, as it had existed among different 
nations, the hon. general . had left out the 
monarchy of France. Now, why a monar 
chy should: be omitted, whieh bad lasted 
1400 years; which existed in a military and 
populous country; which, in point of milis 
tary regulations, ‘had been a model to-Eus 
rope ;-he could not conceive. If be left 
that out of the account, it put an end to all 
authority on the subject. The effects of 
the imstitutions of that monarchy were as 
well known as if the French revolution had 
not put an end to it. That, it enlisted for 
a term of years, there was no dispute, The 
only question was, whether it enlisted men 
with-a view to serve during the continuance 
of a war? Now, he was prepared to say, 
that he had no doubt whatever that the 
men were to be discharged even during 
war; and when-they were’ not discharged, 
it was prevented by a direct order issued 
by the government ; and of such an order, 
‘an arbitrary government might readily 
enough avail itself on particular occasions, 
This ‘had ‘been done during the American 
war. Now, he had always thought that a 
breach ofa law was an evidence of its ex- 
istence. ‘Before the year 1765, the term 
of the French service was 6 years. In that 
year, the term was increased to 8 years. 
No mention whatever was made of peace 
or war, and so it stood on the ordonnance. 
But when-war came, the government said 
that it wanted soldiers, and the men were 
retained. ‘Though this abuse had been oc- | 
casionally resorted’ to by an arbitrary go- 
vernment, yet, from the nature of the rega- 
lation, it appeared that the retaining of the. 
men during the war was not considered 4s 
essentially necessary. But as far as the 
regulation went, it distinctly confirmed the 
statement which had been made by him. 
That the government followed its conve- 
nience in’ breaking through its engage- . 
ments, as-many goverments did, but as our 
government could not do so, was certaif. - 
Now, as to the discharge of the soldier 
during a war, nobody could deny that this 
must often be iticonvenient. So likewise 
it was often inconvenient to pay money at 
the exact time at which it was due, aiid - 
some’ would not pay at all; but it would 
be very odd if persons were to argue from 
this that there ought to be no. regulations 
‘for enforcing the payment of just debts. 
The whole experience of the European set 


\Which sonie were contending, was the thing 


vices was against the hop. general, ‘and 
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those who thought ss he did. Iu the 
trian service there were. various modes of 


Fecruiting, andat short periods. He wouldjentirely temporary, 


ask whether gentlemen had ever heard of 


_ ‘such a people us the Swiss? . There never 


were better troops, and yet all the regi- 


the case. He nieant to say nothing gsto - 
that; but, certajnly the expedients 
He could not 

back without recollecting how often he kad - 
Jamented in that house the evident di 
sition which constantly appeared in it to 


ments were engaged. only for a term of} adopt temporary shifts and expedients, [tg 


years, and. were discharged even in time of 


Jahguage had been, “Oh! save us just 


_ war... What then became of all that wehadj now; save us from this present danger, 


~-. heard about the military character? But 


then the gentlemen argued in a curious 
‘way, for they said that.the Swiss were not 


_ English; and if. the instances had been’ 


taken from the French or the Swedes, or. 


and pey no regard whatever to the future, 
let that provide for itself,” This was 
tating certain philosophers who: enjoyeg 
the present too much.’ But now the gep- 
tlemen said, “ For God’s sake! take care 


‘other people, .they would have. exactly | that your measures do not’ prove mischie. 


the same objection. .They said that we 


were: theorists. .If they. understood the) 


#erm theory, as applying to any thing which, 


vous 7 years hence.” They abandoned 
their former feelings, and were now won. 
drously apprehensive of what might bap 


bad never before, under exactly similar|pen in. future: but at: all events posteri 


«ircumstances, been tried, then all govern- 
ments must be theorists, more or less, in 
every thing that.they did. . If, indeed, be 
had been talking of the Chinese, the T'artars, 
orthe Negroes, they might indeed, with some 
justice, say that the instances did not apply ; 

t inthe great family of Europe, where 
the degrees of civilization. were nearly 
qual, and where the military character was 
nearly the same, the difference was not 
great as to prevent. the justice of the 
“comparison from being sufficiently striking. 
Af they called this theory, they must call 
‘every thing so where the example was not 


‘situation, and every thing else. But the 
‘truth was, that the resemblance was suffi- 


_ .iently obvious to answer all the purposes 
mended. 
. .#het the whole experience of the different 
_ military regulations in Europe was against 


must therefore say, 


stheir notions of tbe effect which limited 


could not be'injured by this plan; because, 
among the advantages of it, ove.was, that 
in this view the possible evil could 
arise in exact proportion to the actual good, 
If many men were not got, then ther 
would be but few to discharge—[a laugh 
fromthe opposition]. This was a proposition 
so plain, that he could not conceive whet 
the gentlemen found in it so highly divert. 
ing. And here he had heard very singular 
reasoning, which shewed the nature of ithe 
objections and the want of consideration | 
on the part of the objectors. ‘Phis was 
particularly apparent in the arguments sed 


‘ exactly similar in point of circumstances, | respecting the effects of the periodical dis- 


charging at the end of 7 years. The fact 
was, that this would have no effect that 
could justly cause the smallest alarm. before 
a yery distant period, so that he could 
scarcely give the gentlemen any credit for 
‘their fears. What did they suppose me 
should lose by this plan? Fifteen yeats 


sservice would have on the cheracter of .the}.must elapse before we lost one-twelithgf 


ssoldier. He might, therefore, cansider that 
point as set. completely at rest. He had 
direct authorities in +his favour on 


et present particularly meation. Now, as 


these men, supposing that they toak shar 
discharges as early as possible. 
he .gone with his .calculation to 


_-this point, which, ‘however, dhe would yeas, and:this period must elapse before 


the Joss could @mount to any thing thet 


tothe inconvenience that would attend the |was.et allalarming. He might 


~@ischarging- of men during war, -he.could culated ‘farther, as this.wes e.mere mailer 


comphmenting the gentlemen on 


Mature. He would-ask, whether they svere 


poses of the moment without any regard to 


calculation ; but baying taken 30 gong 


othe. other:side on the extension of their|derable a,poction.of «century, be thought 
views in the contemplation.of distant:evils. 
_ \Because -when. he looked :back their 
measures, he found themaall of a temparery|supposition ‘that the period .was‘ito 


pit very needless.atypresent :to ganiy the 
culation .any-farther. This she said 


yeass.only; but when swe 


mot merely calculated to. answer the:pur-}tional geard vhich: was :prowidedan 


{this point, : must be very anxiousiie 


future? Compulsion: might, perhaps, |deed who ,could :feel ‘any appnebensions. 
whave!been. proper +hechod said before, and.would st] 
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again, that the discharge of the men at the 
end of these periods, niust be considered 
‘a3 a sacrifice. ‘This was following the im- 
vements of modern life. As reason and 
civilization advanced, men saw the advan- 
s of such sacrifices. All the improve-~ 
ments’in our agriculture, in our commerce, 
and in many other things, proceeded upon 
this principle. What. distinguished the 
mercliants of this country from others? 
What distinguished our agriculture from 
others, but that enterprising spirit which 
teught them to sacrifice a present advan- 
e for the hope of a greater future one? 
The opinions of wilitary officers had not so 
fiuch weight with him in this case as in 
many others. An officer looking at his 
fine regiment, his grenadiers, with none 


_ wader five-feet ten in the front: ranks, could 


not, perhaps, bear to think of parting with 
them, and this feeling would be stronger in 
proportion to his attachment to his pro- 
fession. The same feeling, too, would be 
felt by a planter, when he saw the axe ap- 
plied to some of the finest plants, though 
this'was absolutely necessary for the bene- 
fitof the grove. If an instance might be 
taken from agriculture, he might mention 
thatof the turnip husbandry, which, though 
introduced at the beginning of the last 
century, had made very slow progress, and 
even as yet was by no means general, be- 
cause it involved a sacrifice on the part of 
the owner. The advantages, however, 
were ‘ten-fold greater than the sacrifice. 
First feelings, therefore, on this subject 
were nothing. What had prevented the 
.Fapid progress of this husbandry, and many 

r improvements, was the vulgar maxim 


ofsaying, Get all you can, and keep all 


you get.” This was the conduct dictated 
by first feelings, till experience and more 
extended knowledge taught mankind that, 
by keeping all they got, they did riot get 
what they might. This was precisely the 
state of the present question, and he ex- 
hotted gentlemen not to look to what we 
West only, but to consider also what we 
might gain, aud that this measure was sub- 
stituted instead of those temporary efforts; 
under the evil effects of which this country 
Was at this moment labouring. He advised 
thet to consider the nature of the limited 
service, and the extent of the periods; but 
he exhorted thein to take counsel from 
those who favoured’ the doctrine of limited 
vice generally, rather than from those 
Who were enemies to it altogether, It was 
— be absolute 
ot. VII, 


fact was, that wars now came so fast in sues 
cession, that arrangement on these.terms 
would scarcely be any boon to the soldier 
tall, If there was no limit to the service 
but that contingency, it would be impossi- 
‘ble forthe soldier to calculate upon any. 
time for his discharge, and on going abroad 
‘he would be almost as much deprived of 
|the hopes of returning. home as he was at 


would do nothing, for the advantages to. be 
derived from it would be lost. But now, 
by fixing the discharge at a cértain period, 
‘the advantages would be clear, and the 
‘danger, even supposing that all who were 
entitled to it should demand their discharge 
at the earliest period, so imconsiderable; 
that the sacrifice would be prodigiously 
overbalanced by the benefits to be derived 
from it.—Now, as ‘to the other point, which 
was that of the colonial service, the incons 
veniences here would not, by any means} 
be so great as might be supposed. This 
point might be reduced to a‘narrow come 
pass. ‘The inconveniences might be met 
by different regulations for that service, by 


for it, and by other means. The danger 
was trifling, while the period was only 7 
years, as it was before; and when, as now, 
the period might be 10 years, the danger 
was greatly diminished. Here the instance 
of the East-India Company’s troops was 
peculiarly applicable, and. it was of the 
strongest sort, on account of the distance 
to the East being so much greater than that 
to the West Indies: besides, in that service 
the men were only enlisted for 5 years, 
The most perfect good faith was kept with 
them, and the India Company found the 
benefit of recruiting for this period. They 


tion, till the government put aw end to it 


nary recruiting of the army. Had he nat 
experience on‘ his side then? Coald he 
despair of success in an instance where the 
adverse circumstances were not by 
means so strong? ‘These were the heads 
of the inconveniences that were'set against 
the hopes which might, upon the soundest 
principles of reason, be drawn from this 
measure. ‘Phis was the only change from 
which he could see the least chance of pro- 
curing the proper numbers to supply the 
army. ‘This change too would so m 
enhance the value of the service, that mul- 


titudes whe would not before have entered 
} Ff 


‘during the existence of any war; for the © 


| present ; and upon this principle the plan ~ 


appointing troops of a different description - 


continued enlisting troops on this condi> - 


on account of its interfering with the ordi- — 
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the service, would now resort io it. The 
character of the service would thereby be 
raised, and a prodigious facility given to our 
recruiting. The great objection to the ar- 
my, amongst’ persons who had a regard to 
character, or to the respectability of their 
situations, was, the people of which it was 
in some measure composed, in consequeuce 
of our recruiting it with convicts and per- 
sons of bad repute. It had been denied 
that distress principally drove men to our 
ranks; but this was a resource which it was 
unfit: for this country to depend upon. By 
these things the army had been brought into 
disrepute, and the person who had engaged 
as a soldier, was considered as having de- 
_ graded himself, and as gone for ever. 
From the description of people that was 
introduced into the army, the discipline 
Was necessarily more severe: and this very 
teverity itself prevented respectable people 
rrom enlisting, when otherwise they would 
_have done it. These were the evils that 
called loudly for remedy. ‘The experience 
of our own service was against the gentle- 
men on the other side, when they said that 
limited service would lower the character 
of the army, for they might have witnessed 
many instances to the contrary. As to the 
inconveniences of the colonial service, 
these ought not for a moment to be put in 
competition with the advantages which 
would be.derived from the plan of limited 
service. ‘Thén came the parting with them 
in time of war. He. had, by calculation, 
clearly found that the inconvenience in this 
respect would be very trifling; besides that 
the evils, small as they were, must be ata 
great distance. ‘These were the considera- 
tions which had induced him to resort to 
this plan; and he was, in some measure, 
driven to it from necessity, by the failure 
of all other expedients. We could not 
change our population, but we might 
change the nature of our service; and this 
was what was proposed. Now, one word 
as to the present situation of the army. It 
‘would be observed, that this plan was only 
doing that generally, which partially had 
existed for many years back. He protested 
against the argument, that because little 
effect was produced on this small plan, little 
‘could be expected on alarger. The plan 
of limited service, as it stood at present, 
had little effect, merely because it was par- 
tial. Thé effects to be expected from such 
a measure as this must arise from its noto- 
rivty and solemnity.’ It must be rendered 
generally interesting and impressive, and, | 


in order to be sd, it must be universal, 
Weare not to consider whether each indi«, 
vidual is to calculate accurately for hime 
self what may be the advantages of the 
service; the point is, in what estimation 
the service may be. held by others. At: 
present the soldier was sometimes consi- 
dered as a person gone, as one who was com- 
pletely lost. Now, the point was to raise: 
the character of the soldier and of the ser- 
vice; and in order to do this, in addition 
to the limited period of service, it might be 
matter for future consideration, whether. 


some civil privileges might not be granted, 
to the soldiers who had served a certain’ 


time. Even the elective franchise, though 
it could not properly be given. them in bo- 


roughs, or in the counties. in Scotland, 


which were much on the same footing as 
boroughs, might be given them in the’coun- 
ties in England. — Individuals, perhaps, 
might not calculate on these advantages, 
but then all these things went to raise the 
character of the army in the general estima- 
tion;. aud this would always be a powerful 
inducement to enlist. He had only stated 
these advantages and disadvantages very ge- 
nerally. It was first to be considered thatthe 
character of the service was to be raised, in 
order to procure the proper supplies for it, 
He had stated how this was to be done. He 
had then adverted to thé necessity of  dise 
charging the men at, the end of a certain pe- 
riod, even during a war, and had mentioned 
the instance of the East-Iudia Company's 
troops, which proved. that there’ was no 
great danger in this, nor in the influence of 
this plan upon our colonial service. He 
thought this of no great magnitude. The 
whole, in short, proceeded upon the ens 
lightened principle of sacrificing a smaller 
good at present, in order to receive a much 
greater at a future period. It proceeded 
upon that enlightened avarice, if he might 
say so, which overturned the whole maxim, 


to which he had before alluded, and taught 


us that, by keeping all we got, we did not 
get all we might. Having thus generally 
stated the nature of the object in view, and 
the means which it was proposed to em- 
ploy, he would conclude with moving, that 
the clause be added to the bill. . 

Sir James Pulteney, in rising to reply to 
part of what had fallen from the right hon. 
gent., meant to confine himself strictly to 
those points which the right hon. gent. had 
done him the honour; to, notice from his 
speech on this subject on a former occa~ 


sion. Heé had formerly argued, that the 


| 


repealed by the right hon. gent. was 
preferable to that which he himself had 
proposed, insofar as it was likely that 
more men would be got for a service |imit- 
ed both in space and time, than for a ser- 
yice limited im point of time only. . The 
ight hon. gent., however, had contended, 
that the love of glory, and a desire to see 
the world, and to visit different climes, were 
such powerful inducements to prefer ser-. 
vice limited in point of time, as must great- 
ly preponderate in favour of that service. 
It might be so witha few, but he was sure 
that, geverally speaking, most men were 
partial to that service which was limited as 
fospace, particularly from a dread of co- 
Jonial service in the West Indies. Boun- 
ty, he was fully persuaded, was a greater 
inducement with most men than a love of 
glory. He was far from wishing to under- 
rate the courage of our countrymen. We 
must take men, however, as they were, and 
the inbabitants of the country were but 
men. He had formerly stated, aud he now 
repeated it, if the right bon. gent. was so 
eonscious of the superiority of his plan, let 
him try its effects on the second battalions, 
and see what it would produce. Another 
point much insisted on was the experience 
of other countries, and particularly France. 
He had formerly stated, and he again with 
confidence repeated, that it was not at this 
moment the practice of any one great power 
in the world to enlist for a limited time of 
service, at least during a war; and, except 
the Swiss, it had not been attempted to be 
argued that it was. If he were to take an 
instance of the evils to follow from such a 
practice, he would quote the very.one which 
had been dwelt on by the right hon. gent.— 
the instance of France. He would wish to 
know, why he should take up that system 
atthe very time that France had abandoned 
it, abandoned it, too, from dear-bought ex- 
perience, from the seven years’ war, in which 
they had been utterly unsuccessful, and du- 
ting which their armies had been held in 
contempt through the whole world, most 
probably from being formed on this system. 
He could not agree, that the limiting the 
period of service would have no bad effect, 
in changing the character of the soldiery, 
Limiting its endurance at all, would un- 
questionably produce this effect; whether 
for 7 or 10 years would make little differ- 
ence, When he came near the period of 
his discharge, and contemplated his return 
to private life, it would be found that he 
Was more of a citizen than a soldier. In 
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the opinion which he formerly gave on the 
subject, he had an inclination fora service 
for a limited number of years; but he by 
nod means then contemplated the idea of 
discharging them during a war. The right 
hon. gent. had gone into a calculation to 
shew, that the evil of discharge was less 
than had been supposed. However this 
might be added to the evil which must at- 
tend the colonial service, he was convinced 
that the number, whether more or less, must 
be severely felt; and it was not in the num« 
ber only that this would be seen, but in the 
fact of their being our best troops, who had 
served 7 or 8 years, whom we were called 
on to discharge; those to whom the rest 
of our soldiers looked up; and that they 
were to be discharged, too, during a war. 
As to the general amelioration of our 
army, the right hon. gent. seemed to ex- 
pect, that they would be a different sort 
of men from those of whom the army was 
now composed; no such change, he was 
well assured, would take place. Nothing 
had been proposed by the right hon. gent. 
which would induce men of a different kind 
from the present army to inlist. Nothing 
could be more theoretic, or more unfounded 
in fact, than the idea that limiting the pe- 
riod to a term of seven years, would make’ 
a great change, either in the kind or num-= 
ber of those who inlisted. If, however, 
government were resolved to try the mea- 
sure, be hoped they would allow the regu- 
lar recruiting to go on at the same time. 
Mr. Yorke said, be had given way with 
pleasure to his hon. friend, because, as he 
differed himself so entirely from the right 
hon. secretary, he thought that it would be 
desirable to hear an opinion from such an 
authority. ‘The house, he was sure, ought 
not to decide on this important question, 
without hearing and attending to the opi~ 
nions of all the experienced officers that - 
were members of it. He had listened with 
great attention to the able and eloquent 
speech of the right hon, gent. without being 
convinced, or induced to alter any part of 
his former opinion. The discussion then 
pending was a question to leave out an 
usual clause in the Mutiny bill, for the 
purpose of introducing an innovation that 
was not likely to produce any practical 
good effect, and might be attended with 
much mischief. He was one of those who 
thought, from the delays that had occurred 
between the opening speech and the pros 
duction of the measure, that his majesty’s 
ministers had abandoned the project, or 
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resolved to put off the consideration of it 
fer the present; because he thought that 


peared to him shallow pretences, have re- 
fused to the house such lights as could be 
derived from the written opinions of ex- 
perienced officers, one of which, if he was 
nightly informed, had been given in lately. 
1 ‘He had hoped, that they had re-consulted 
those general officers, and were disposed 
to act upon their opinions. But as they had 
not, be, upon a feeling of duty, felt him- 
self called upon to enter his protest, in that 
flees, against this dangerous innovation. 
€ did so, not according to the distinction 
made by the right hon. gent. relative to the 
sworn servants of the crown, and those on 
the side of the house on which he was 
speaking. He, as a member, sworn of his 
imajesty’s council, was bound, if -called 
on, to give his advice to the best of his 
judgment, as he gave his opinion there as 
~a member of that house. A great objec- 
tion which. he felt to this measure was, the 
manner in which it was attempted to be in- 
grafted on the mutiny bill, because it was 
wholly unnecessary in the first place, and 
wnconstitutional in the next place, for his 
majesty’s ministers to attempt to introduce 
it an this manner.. It was unnecessary, 
because, as the right hon. secretary had 
observed on another occasion, that house 
eught not to legislate on subjects that did 
not require legislation. He should ask 
that right hon. gent. why introduce the 
matter into this bill, if the undoubted pre- 
rogative of the crown were sufficient? On 
what pretence, then, engraft this clause on 
the Mutiny bill? The measure now in 

_ @gitation might be done by an order of his 
majesty, without any interference of the 
kind. Was there any fear or doubt of go- 
vernment? Was there any doubt on the 
part of the soldiers of his majesty? Then 
why introduce any thing respecting their 
service into a legislative act? There were 
within his knowledge, and not in the very 
best of times, but two.instances of similar 
attempts; one.in the reign of queen Anne, 
under the administration of lord Boling- 
broke, and the other during the American 
war, in lord North’s administration. It was 
taking advantage, both of the parliament 
and-of bis majesty. It was like packing 
extraneous matter into a money-bill, which 
must pass. <As to his majesty, it was de- 
priving him of bis prerogative. He had a 
right to exercise his prerogative, and to 
withhold his couiseat to the measure ; but 


otherwise they would not, upon what ap- 
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how could he do so, when it was ; 

on a bill, which, in the nature of things 
must pass? There were, besides these, 
many. objections to the measure itself; 
some of which he should state. He-had 
no very confident expectation, that aby 
thing he could say would have much effect 
with the present ministry, after the in- 
stances he had witnessed of their taking up 
measures in a crude and undigested mane 
ner, and pertinaciously persisting in them, 
contrary to the opinions and remonstrances _ 
of so many members of that house, and of 
the country. He did not even expect, 
that they would agree to any delay in the 
business, notwithstanding the declaration - 
which the right hon. gent. himself had 
made, that he did not look to it as of ims 
mediate necessity, but as a permanent be- 
nefit. In this situation, and as great doubts 
were entertained on the propriety of the . 
measure, he could not see why it might not 
just as well stand over till next session, 
when it might be in their power to bring it 
forward in a more complete and less ob> 
jectionable state. Though he did net ex. 
pect, that any thing he might say would 
have great weight with ministers ; he did 
not; however, despair that he should be 
able to. persuade some of the committee to 
pause, before they should adopt a measure 
of such mischievous tendency to the army; 
before they would sanction an innovation 


|in the system of that army, to which, in 


these perilous, alarming, and critical times, 
they were, under Providence, to look for 
security and protection, and that at a time, 
too, when the army was admitted to be suf 
ficient for the occasion, This subject, he 
insisted, depended upon fact and expe+ 
rience. Though he had heard the-inges 
nious speech of the right hon. gent, with 
attention, he had not been able to discover 
a single fact, or a single calculation, on 
which his measure was to be grounded 
It was not sufficient for that right hon. gent 
to say, that he expected his measure would 
be successful; he ought to have produced 
facts to justify that opinion. “There were 
documents upon the table to which he 
should refer for facts, as to the measures” 
that had been taken, at different periods, 
to remedy the defects in the army. The 
object of his majesty’s ministers was, not 
to improve the state of the army, which 
never was in a higher state of discipline, 
nor more respectable in amount. The 
cavalry and infantry, including 14,000 oF 
15,000 men for limited service, amownted 
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t0 150,000 men. The number wanted on 
the 26th of June, 1805, to complete them 
to their full establishment was 44,8490. 
But, as the establishment varied often, and 
many men had been added by the Additio- 
pal Force bill, he thought that the number 
now wanted could not be above 30,000, to 
complete the establishment of the regular 
army. ‘There must, of necessity, be a large 
floating deficiency in an army of such an 
‘amount. The casualties, on an average, 
of the years 1803-4-5, were 17,000 on the 
whole military force, which, after deducting 
forcasualties in the militia and local corps, 
jeft for the regular army, casualties to the 
amount of 13,000, or one-twelfth of the 
whole. Any measure that should be brought 
forward, ought to be such as to provide for 
the existing deficiency and the casualties ; 
and could the right hon. gent. suppose, 
that his measure would raise $3,000 within 
the year? From the Revolution to the pre- 
sent time, the army had been recruited, as 
it-was now, by inlisting for unlimited time 
and space, exeept in the two instances he 
had alluded to; and that, he contended, 
was the true principle upon which the army 
ought to be kept up. The attempt now 
proposed had been made in the year 1713, 
the year before the accession of the House 
of Hanover, by the introduction of a clause 
into the Mutiny bill, giving the soldiers of 
the existing army, and those who should 
afterwards inlist, the right to demand their 
discharge after 5 years’ service, upon giving 
3 months’ notice to the colonel in the for- 
mer case. This system lasted, then, but 
2 years; for when the Whigs were in power, 
after the accession of the House of Hano- 
ver, they left the clause out of the bill, 
which was a strong proof of the notion our 
ancestors had of fanciful theories. He 
should not impute to the right hon. gent. 
any disorganising views; but certainly, if 
lord Bolingbroke, as had been said, and as 
he believed, had any design of defeating 
the succession of the House of Hanover, 
- he could not have taken a more effectual 
‘ step for that purpose, than to disorganise 
the army that had fought under king Wil- 
liam and the duke of Marlbarough. The 
same system had been introduced in 1775, 
and continued to the end of that war. The 
men were raised for three years, or during 
the Rebellion. In 1779, the recruiting, 
which had, till then, been carried on under 
the authority of the king’s prerogative, was 
sanctioned by the introduction of a clause, 
éiniilar to the present, into the Mutiny bill. 
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What the effect had been, he should shew 
from a comparison of three different periods. 
The first period he should consider was, 
the three first years of the present war, and 
that he should consider in three distinct 
views; 1st, the effect of the ordinary re- 
cruiting ; 2d, the effect of the ordinary res 
cruiting, combined with the numbers that 
had volunteered from limited service ; and, 
3dly, the whole number of men that had 
been raised for limited and unlimited ser« 
vice. The first view gave an average of 
12,780 per annum; the second, an average 
of 19,310; and the third, of 28,470 men 
per annum. He took this occasion to deny 
that the measures taken to raise these men 
had cut up the regular recruiting. He ad 
mired the wit of the right hon. gent. ; but 
the subject under discussion was no joke $ 
and, when the house ought to look to that 
geut., as secretary of state, both for ine 
formation and argument, they had to exe 
pect something besides lively and witty 
flashes of imagination. The right hon. gent, 
ought, according to the humble saying, to 
be “ witty and wise.” The next period he 
should consider was, the three first years 
of the last war, when his majesty’s ministers 
had acted upon a much wiser system than 
lord North, by raising the men in the usual 
way. ‘The average of meu raised per annum 
by the regular recruiting was. 25,955, «In 
the three first years of the American war; 
when the whole number raised were for 
limited service, the average of the three 
first years was 11,031 men per annum. 

these statements it appeared, that the great+ 
est number of men had been raised in-the 
three first years of this -war, when the re. 
gular recruiting had been backed by subs 
sidiary measures; that the produce next 
in amount had-been obtained when the res 
cruiting had been made wholly for uné 
limited service; and that the smallest 
number had been obtained when, in the 
first years of the American war, the lis 
mited service was exclusively resorted to; 
insomuch, that 50,000 more men had beea 
raised in the three first years of the present 
war, than in the correspondent period of the 
American war. He had great respect for . 
the talents. of the right hon.gent.; but, une 
less he could state some facts in support of 
his plan, he could not accede to it. In 
point of effective men, those raised during 
the present war were, in genéral, better 
men than those obtained last war, and, in 
all cases, than those in the American war. 


\"" the right hon, gentleman’s argument was 
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worth any thing, if he meant any thing in 
his statement, he must have meant, that his 
system: would be sufficient to keep up the 
army to its establishment, and to supply the 
ordinary casualties; but the right hon, gent. 
ought also to. look to the extraordinary ca- 
svalties that might take place in the event, 
which he hoped would not happen, of the 
enemy being to be met here or in Ireland, 
by the loss that would be the consequence of 
a great battle lost, or of a great and bloody 
victory gained. That should be in the con- 
templation of his majesty’s ministers. If 
the’ measure which they now brought for- 
ward had failed in the American war, why, 
in the name of God, were they then culled 
upon to sanction it? The right hon. gent. 
had stated some of the inconveniencies of 
tbe measure; many of which he could not 
get over. But what had been the state of 
the army in the American war? He pro- 
posed to consider that question in three 
views : first, the state of the army in North 
America and the West Indies, in 1770; 
Qdly, the casualties therein in the years 
1778, 1779, and 1790; and, 3dly, the 
amount of all the troops that had been 
Sent out to supply that army. The army 
in 1779 was an establishment. of 25,299, 
in America and the West Indies, wanting 
21,249 to complete it, being nearly one- 
third. The casualties, including désertion, 
&c. amounted to an average of 17,855; 
and, with all the efforts that could bave been 
made with the system in full activity, the 
umber of troops sent out, including 13 new 
yegiments, did not exceed 19,161, leaving 
a balance, after deducting the casualties, of 
1296, been only as a supply for an army 
that was fighting for the brightest jewel of 
the British crown, and for the dearest in- 
terests of the nation. When they had such 
an experience, therefore, of the system, he 
asked gentlemen, who might not have made 
up their minds, previously, to vote on one 
side of the question, whether they ought not 
to pause, before they should again consent 
‘to adopt it? He came then to consider a pa- 
per that had been presented that day, which, 
when it should be. printed, would give gen- 
tlemen much useful information. By this 
paper it appeared, that the numbers wanted 
in 1781, to complete the army to its estab- 
lishment, exclusive of cavalry, which at 
that time did not exceed 5,000, was 25,279; 
in 1782, was 22,000; and in 1783, was 
26,000, being one-fourth of the whole, then 
101,116 men ; whereas, the number now 


deficient, of a force of 150,000, was Bas 


one-fifth; a circumstance for which they. 
were indebted to the salutary operation of - 
those measures that had been so much 
abused. He would ask any man, whether 
the system proposed would atford a pros 
spect of supplying the ordinary and extras 
ordinary casualties of the army? In the 
debates on the peace’ in 1783, it had been 
stated, in that and another house, in justis 
fication of its terms, without a contradic. 
tion, that the army wanted 30,000 men of 
its complement. But this was not all: the 
limited service occasioned a mutiny in the 
army, which exposed the country to the 
most serious dangers: the expectation of 
being released from military duty occas 
sioved discontents; and most gentlemen 
would know, at least as a matter of history, 
that, at Portsmouth, a spirit of this destruce | 
tive kind prevailed in the 77th regiment, 
and that important garrison was placed in 
the most alarming situation. Such was the 
state of the army at the conclusion of the 
American war. The navy and the finances 


-were disorganised after the American war; 


and when party spirit should subside, jus- 
tice would be done to that great man who 
had brought both back from their disorga~ 
nised state. As to the right hon. gentle- 
man’s assertion, that the measure would 
have no effect on the character of the sole 
dier, he was convinced, when the soldier 
had a definitive time to look to for his dis- 
charge, he would feel uneasy, and, conse- 
quently, not perform his duty with alaerity, 
That had been the case with the militia, 
when inlisted for three years, until, in the 
year 1781, a change was made in engaging 
them during the war, which made them 
look to the service as to a profession. He 
was surprised to find, that the right bon. 
gent. stated only, as he had before opened, 
his plan, without any explanation of the 
mode in which he expected to get rid of 
the inconveniences of it. The next object 
to be taken into our view was, the particu- 
lar inconvenience in our colonial service, 
which must inevitably result from this plan. 
His majesty’s ministers, however, had not 
stated to the house, or to the committee, 
with any degree of precision, what were 
their dreams on this subject. The right 
hon. gent. had stated, im his opening speech, 
that in case of a regiment entering on 

reign service, the men whose terms were 
near expiring, might be drafted into second 
battalions. ‘There would, however, be num- 
berless inconveniences ‘resulting from this 
plan in the minutiz of every, regimental at 
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occasion, a considerable degree of discon- 


-he would advise them to try the ordinary 
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rangement; and the right hon. gent. migh 
depend upon it, that if men had about 6 or 
g months to serve, and that they were or- 
dered out to India, that circumstance would 


tent among them. The army in the East 
Indies presented another obstruction. By 
the time the. men had arrived, and had 
been seasoned to the climate, and prepared 
to face the enemy, so considerable a por- 
tion of their time would be expired, that 
they could be of very little use to the ser- 
vice. He should have considered it a de- 
reliction of his duty, if he had not called 
upon the house to pause before they agreed 
to a measure that was not supported by 
a single fact. He might ask the right 
hon. gent. to state the means by which he 
expected to supply the casualties of the 
troops. even in India, where the peace 
establishment cannot hereafter be less than 
95,000 men. He was not able, he con- 
fessed, to follow the calculations of the 
ight hon. secretary; but this much he ob- 
served, that the casualties of our army, 
from the discharges that would take place 
under this clause, would, in a few years, be 
so great, that our military force would not 
be sufficient to maintain our position among 
the powers of Europe, and that some other 
plan should then be resorted to for the pur- 
pose of recruiting our army. Could the 
right hon. secretary suppose, that, if a ser- 
jeant said to a man that he would inlist him 
for only the term of 7 years, and that he 
was afterwards kept for 2 or 3 years longer 
in the service, could he expect that, in such 
circumstances, more men would be got for 
the army than at present; or even could he 
think, that so great a number of men could 
be obtained, as were induced to inlist under 
the present system, by which all idea of 
quitting the service was banished from their 
minds? He really had no hostility against 
his majesty’s ministers; but he thought 
that he should ill discharge his duty, if he 
did not deliver his sentiments, whatever 
they might be, on so important an occa- 
sion as the present. Goverument must, of 
course, have better information on the sub- 
ject than he had; but, for his own part, he 
did not know of. any expedition that was 
how going forward against the enemy ; and 
if the fact was 80, that there were not, at 
present, any great military exertions in the 
contemplation of his majesty’s ministers, 


means of recruiting for at least anothe 


means failed, it would be competent to 
ministers to come down to parliament, to 
state the fact to the house, and to bring 
forward any plan which they might, by that 
time, have more. deliberately weighed in 
their minds. Having thus conscientiously 
delivered his sentiments, and having en= 
tered his protest against this innovation on 
our military system, he washed his hands 
of the measure; and, whatever might be 
the dangerous consequences of it, ministers 
would be responsible for their own impolicy 
and precipitation. 

Colonel Craufurd rose, principally for 
the purpose of replying to that part of the 
speech of the right hon. gent. who had 
just sat down, which regarded colonial, 
service. He would admit that it would 
always be necessary to keep a considerable 
part of the regular army in the East Indies, 
perhaps rot less than. 21,000 men... The 
waste of that army he would calculate in. 
the proportion of one to seven, so that,. 
upon the average of seven years, about 
3000 men would be requisite to make up, 
for the consumption, It would be neces= 
sary to send frequent supplies of men to 
keep up the strength of these corps.. The 
expence, therefore, of sending home the- 
men who chose to take the benefit of the 
conditions under which they entered 
would be very inconsiderable, neither, 
would the inconvenience be so great as the 
right hon. gent. seemed to imagine it was. 
For his part, he could not say that he very 
much admired the humanity of gentlemen 
who would not allow the men who were, 
fighting the battles of their country, who: 
were risking their hves daily by the seve- 
rity of a climate to which they were before. 
unused, and by the dangers which are in-, 
separable from a soldier’s life; he could not. 
really have the most favourable opinion of, 
the minds or dispositions of gentlemen who. 
would uct allow one-fourth of these men, 
to have a chance of returning to. their 
native country. The number to be sent 
home would never amount to more than. 
something from 700 to 1000 men annually. 
Should men be banished for life like felons: 
merely because of some trifling incon-; 
venience, after they had honourably served ; 
their country?. Some regiments had been,; 
to his own knowledge, 20 years abroad :, 
should none of these be allowed to return, 
unless they were sent home as cripples for. 
the remainder of their. days? Of the West. 
Indies he should say but little, as every une ; 


year; then, if it was fouad that those 


knew, th t some alteration was necessary in, 
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that quarter. It had beew asked, what would 
‘be done with men who might be sent out 
on any sudden emergency to repel any 
attack of the enemy, on our islands for 
instance? - The shortness of the term for 
which it would be necessary to continue 
their service there, however, was so ob- 
vious, that he could not think it was any 
thing like a serious objection to the pro» 
posed plan tu say, that it would occasion 
any considerable degree of inconvenience 
‘with respect to these regiments. Some of 
the other points in the speech of the hon. 
gent. had been'answered on a former night, 
ér else had been anticipated in the speech 
of his right hon. friend (Mr. Windham) 
that. night. He should, therefore, avoid 
taking up the time of the house by any re- 
petition of the answers to those points. 
But this much he would say, that, for the 
Koriour, the glory, and the safety of the 
émpire, some great permanent change in 
our military system was necessary. The 
Grdinary means of recruiting were inade- 
quate to furnish the necessary supply. 
€ompariiig the army.as it'stood in July 
3804, with its amount in March 1806, 
there was an absolute decrease in the in- 
fantry, and of that a. very large proportion 
was not applicable to foreign service. If 


at this time last year, government had had’ 


# disposeable force of 100,000 men, would 
Buonaparte have dared to quit the coust 
and’march across the Rhine? With such a 
force, what was there to prevent us from 
landing at Boulogne, burning the flotilla, 
gnd becoming masters of that particular 
rt/of the country ? It was to make up for 
this lamentable defect, that the present 
government was endeavouring to create a 
disposable army. The principle of limited 
sefvice was not that innovation that was 
‘supposed. In the two administrations, in 
which the noble lord (Castlereagh) was 
concerned, it was distinctly recognized, 
first in the Army of Reserve act, and next 
im the Additional Force bill. The unli- 
mited service was one of the chief objec- 
tions to entering into the army, and the 
frequency, the severity, and, above all, the 
publicity of corporal punishment was ano- 
ther. So far from apprehending any relax- 
ation of discipline from a less frequent use 
of corporal punishment, it was his opinion 
that the moral character of every regiment 
would be much improved by it. There 
was also another objection to entering into 
the army, which would be in a considerable 
. degree removed by the plan detailed by 


his right hon. ‘friend.’ The service, as it 
was constituted at present, was the most 
arduous, and at the same tithe, the worst 
paid. The proposed pension would obs 
viate much of this objection, ‘yr there 
were but few situations in which a poor 
man could hope to sit down with a certain 
income for hfe after 21 years’ service, 
What a miserable system was that of the 
noble lord and’ his colleagues, by which 
the military strength of the country wag 
tied band and foot, and we suffered the 
enemy to do every thing in our preséneé 
without punishing him ; but that, however,’ 
}was nothing to the purpose. There wag 
great difference produced in the soldier’ 
character, by enlisting for 7 years, or 
the continuance of the war. In the latter 
case, he would naturally be anxious for 
peace, the very worst quality a soldies 
could possess. But that even this mode 
of enlistment would not produce the mis« 
chiefs the opponetits of the principle of 
limited service seemed to apprehend, he 
had only to:refer to the American war, in 
the progress of which no less than 78,000 
men had enlisted only for the time it 
should continue, and the moral qualitiey 
of the seventy regiments into which they 
had enlisted, were fully equal to thosé of 
any of the regiments of which the present 
army was composed. Every one who 
heard’ him was acquainted with the bril- 
liant details of that glorious campaign in 
‘Egypt, in whieh British gallantry was as 
conspicuous as in the proudest period of 
our history, and yet he could appeal-to 
many officers now in the house, whether @ 
considerable part’ of that army was not 
enlisted for limited service? It had beén 
asserted that the practice of enlisting for 
limited service did not prevail among any 
of the great military powers of Europe.’ 
Were he not fearful of fatiguing the house, 
he would read the ordonnances which had 
been from time to time published in France, 
and he would prove from them, that from’ 
the year 1684 down to the French revo- 
lution, the principle had been recognized, 
and resorted to in that country. Indeed, 
the great marshal Saxe, no ordinary autho- 
rity on such subjects, had expressly recom+ 
mended that no man should be enlisted 
for more than’ five years. ‘It was true, as 
it had been observed on the other side, 
that when general Washington took the’ 
command of the Anierican army, the’pe~ 
riod of service was only for a year ; but it 
was not to that, short as it was, that‘hée 
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attributed its want of discipline, but to the 
potions of equality that it had imbibed ; 
notions, perhaps, inseparable ‘from the 
' cause for which they were contending. It 
was these notions which made the men 
disobedient to their officers, and not the 
limited service. To those who appre- 
hended danger from discharging the men 
in case of invasion, he would observe, 
that. in that event not a single man would 
beidischarged. So far from it, his majesty 
would be entitled to call for. the services 
of every man in the kingdom capable of 
bearing arms. The right hon. gent. ap- 
peared to rely much upon. the mutiny 
which broke out about the end of the 
American war in a regiment enlisted for 
limited service ; but that mutiny, he would 
contend, was protluced by a gross and 
flagrant breach of faith in the government. 
See the facts of the case. The men were 
ehlisted during the war. Preliminaries of 
peace had been signed, and yet, in the in- 
terval between these and the ratification of 
peace, the regiment received orders to em- 
bark for the East Indies. How was it 


possible for men, so circunistanced, to re- 
ceive the benefit of the terms upon which 
they entered? It was also to be observed, 


that it was not so much a vast increase of 
bumerical strength, as en addition of mili- 
tary character that we wanted; for while 
other nations had occasion to send almost 
their whole army into the field, our history 
shewed that at all times of foreign war we 
fought ouly by detachments, and .wanted, 
for that reason, but a small well-chosen 
band. If the safety of the country should 
come to be at stake, we had a most power- 
fal resource, more than any nation of slaves 
could have, namely, that of the exercise of 
the royal privilege, calling’ ou a nation of 
_free men to rise in-arms for the defence of 
‘their privileges, their own liberties, and 
every thing that could be dear to men. 
Another consideration seemed to be urged 
with particular confidence by the right hon. 
gent. as to the difficulties in which the 
country would be placed, in the event of 
baving,a sufficient army for the de- 
fence of the country; in case any material 
part of our force should come to bé dis- 
charped under the operation of this elause : 
but the right hon. gent. should have in| 
View, that we had other means of defence 
More than sufficient to°counterbalance any 
evil of that sort. Before, however, ‘he 
described these means, he would tell’ the 
right-hon. gent. he ought to know that we 
Vou. VIL. 
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‘had it not in this country in our power, at 
any time, to collect a sufficient force for 

our military wants without the aid of vo- 

lunteers—[a cry of hear! hear! from the 
opposition]. The hon. officer proceeded, 
and begged to set gentlemen right upon 
the point to which they appeared to 
refer. He never was by any means hostile 

to the volunteers, however much he might 
have been, like his right hon. friend, mis-, 
represented ; although he objected to 
many of the details of the volunteer sys- 

tem, he never was or could have been so 
preposterous as to object to a volunteer 

force; for what man could suppose, that 
in a country like this, its defence could be 
sure, unless a great part of its population, 
who were not likely to enter into the re- 

gular army, were not forward to form 

themselves into volunteers in aid of that. 
army? But to return to the plan under 
consideration; he conceived that great 
good would result from it, even if it were . 
capable of doing no more. for the army. 
than to supply the casualties ; for the men 
who should leave the service on the expi-_ 
ration of the time specified in the clause,’ 
would be of great utility: scattered through 
the country, they would serve to augment 
our efficient military strength, and might, 
at a future opportunity, be most usefully” 
employed as recruits and drill serjeants,. 
In the present state of Europe, it was high-. 
ly desirable to diffuse the, military spirit, 
accompanied by military knowledge ; and. 
what instruments were so likely to accom-; 
plish this end as the men he alluded to ?, 
The prospect of such advantages was enough. 
in his mind to entitle the plan of his right 
hon. friend to the acquiescence of the. 
house. As to the objection grounded upon 

the omission of his right hon. friend to ap~ 

ply this project to the present army, he 

thought it of no weight whatever. But if 

he had contemplated such an application, 
his objections would have been very seq 

rious indeed; for it would expose the 

country to much mischief, to alter the ied 
ditions of men who had already engaged 
upon understood, and settled terms. If, fo 

instance, the change of those terms now 
were to commence, the country would, a 

the expiration of the time prescribed, be 

exposed to the danger of having all the 
present army entitled to claim their dis 
charge’ at once, But no danger of any 
such magnitude could possibly arise upon, 
the application of the proposed conditio: 
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terity, therefore, would not be liable to 
the mischiefs which the vivid imaginations 
of some gentlemen were so fond to dilate 
upon; and what inconveniences could re- 
sult tous? At least, for ten years we were 
safe from avy of those inconveniences 
Wiich gentlemen on the other side prc- 
fessed to apprehend ; and what greater ad- 
vantage could we counter on pusterity than 
to carry the couniry through the difficulties 
and dangers in which it was at present 
involved? That the operation of the pro- 
ject before the house would materially con- 
tribute to this effect, he was perfectly per- 
suaded. For what could conduce more to 
maintain the effciency of our military 
strength, than that which had an obvious 
tendency to diminish desertion? Upou 
some of the notions advanced in the course 
of this discussion, with regard to ihe mo- 
tives which operate upon the minds of the 


soldiery, it was impossible to argue, for’ 


they rested upon uo foundation «hatever. 
To those gentlemen who were fond of ridi- 
culing theories, he would say that no 
theory was more untenable, or more ab- 
surd, than that which assumed that any 
soldier, with the apprehension of punish- 
ment operating upon his mind, would, by 
desertion, expose himself to that punish- 
ment, when he had the prospect before him, 
of a release from the service, if he chose’ 
to leave it within a limited time. They 
must be much mistaken in the character of 
the soldier, who supposed that such a 
prospéct would have no influence upon 
them. Indeed they must be quite irra- 
’ tional, unreflecting persons, if such a pro- 
spect had no effect. But the lower orders 
of the people who entered into the army, 
seemed to be much misunderstood by sume 
gentlemen in that house. ‘Those people 
were by no meuns the thoughtless, insen- 
sible, mere auimals, which those gentlemen 
seemed, from the nature of their arguments, 
to assume. On the contrary, his firm be- 
lief was, that the calculation which this 
project served to encourage, would recon- 
cile many to enlist who would not other- 
wise have endured the idea. And when 
once ‘mén got into the military life, he had 
not much fear that a desire would arise to 
any extent among them to leave it. The 
probability was, indeed, that but few would 
quit the service at the end ofthe first 7 years, 
when, from their efficiency, it would be most 
desirable that they should remain. Those, 
however, it was to be remembered, who 
wished to leave the army alter 7 years, it 
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would be in the power of their officers to. ; 
retain for 3 years longer, if they thought fit; 
and was it not likely that such men would . 
rather prefer enlisting for a bounty for7 . 
years more, than remain for 3 years with. 
out any bounty ? 
content and uneasiness said to exist among 
the army in consequence of the agitation of 
the proposal before the house, he could 
assert that nothing could be more une) 
founded. He therefore had no hesitation — 
in saying that it was extremely unbecoming 
in any member to. offer such an assertion, : 
Before such an assertion was publicly made, 
the right hon. geut. (Mr. Canning), who: 
so cunfideutly used it, ought at least to» 
have taken the trouble to enquire into the 
fact. Lven the thing did exist, it would 
have been unadvisable to notice it in the. 
way the house had heard; but as it was 
untrue, the assertion was highly repre« 
hensible. The right hon. gent. bad stated 
ibat jealousy must naturally be expected 
to prevail among the present soldiery, ag 
the benefit of this plan was uot to extend 
to them. But no such jealousy did, or 
couid exist ; for the advautages which the 
alleged cause of jealousy proposed to con- 
fer upon the present army were many and 
important. What! was it nothing to hold 
out to the old soldier, after leaving the: 
army, amore comfortable subsistence than 
he had heretofore enjoyed, or had any rea- 
son to calculate upon? and the additional 
allowance to the men who had already 
served the time of 7 or 14 years would be 
important in a soldier’s estimate. The pot 
of beer at the end of the week would be to 
the soldier an acquisition of value, although 
so insignificant and so much the subject of 
ridicule with the right hon. gent. The si» 
tuation, then, of those soldiers who had 
served 7 or 14 years, would be improved 
by the plan under consideration ; and such’ 
as had served 21 years, he understood it 
was in the contemplation of his right bon. 
friend to have immediately discharged,’ 
and granted, during the remainder of their 
lives, a shilling a day for subsistence. 
Could it then be rationally supposed that. 
such a project was likely to excite discon= 
tent.in the army? or rather was it not na 
tural that they would feel the warmest wish, 
for its success, and the highest gratitude. 
for the benefits it.was meant to confer? 
The case quoted from the American war: 
was not, in his judgment, applicable to 
the proposed plan for. limited service, at 
least not for the object quoted to discouns: 
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tenance this plan. And as to the diffi- 
culties likely to arise from the adoption of 
this plan to the supply of our army in India, 
he thought them extremely overstated. 
To be satisfied of this, gentlemen had only 
to reflect that, according to the arrange- 
ments at present, a regiment seldom re. 
turned from India within less than 20 or 
25 years, and the soldiers generally re- 


of them came homme cripples aud invalids. 
What encouragement did such spectacles 
hold out to recruiting? But in the pro- 
posed change, the soldier would come 
home at the expiration of his time of ser- 
vice, whether the regiment to which he be- 
longed returned or not. The same obser- 
vations would apply with regard to the. 
West Indies. And as to both, no incon- 
venience could arise in the conveyance of! 
soldiers, when our commercial intercourse 
with the colonies was considered. Mer- 
chant shipping could never be wanted for 
the purpose of such ‘conveyance either to 
or from this country; and from our second 
battalions at home, which he would al- 
ways recommend to have kept up, substi- 
tates for the soldiers coming from the co- 
lonies could be immediately sent out. If, 
however, the proposed change should be 
found productive of any disadvantage with 
regard to our colonial force, regulations 
might be made to remedy it. It was not 
pretended that this project would not serve 
to provide for the ordinary casualties of the 
army. But how, suid a right hon. gent. 
(Mr. Yorke), are the extraordinary ‘casu- 
alties to be provided for in case of actual 
war in this country? Before, however, this 
question was answered, suppose the right 
hon. gent. were asked, what provision did 
former ministers make for these extraor- 
dinary casualties? None whatever; unless 
it was pretended that the Additional Force 
bill, which was now happily about to be 
repealed, and which did not actually pro- 
dace 6000 men in the year for the army, 
could supply those casualties. But was it 
not in fact a prominent part of the able sys- 
tem the house had heard stated by his 
right hon, friend, to make a provision in 
case of war in the country for the casual- 
ties alluded to by the right hon. gent.? 
Independently of the right which his ma- 


out every man for the public defence, was 
it not proposed by his right hon. friend that 
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might occur in the army, and provide for 
extraordinary casualties? Such was the 
force meant to be in reserve, and certainly 
nothing of the kind was devised before, 
nor was any ever proposed for the purpose, 
excepting the Levy en Masse act, which 
was brought forward by the right hon, gent. 
and which, in fact, was quite an impracti- 
cable scheme. Under the fullest consi- 
deration which he had been able to give to 
the subject, the hon. officer concluded with 
declaring, that the system of his right hon. 

friend was, in his opinion, the wisest that 
had ever been proposed to this country ; 

—that it promised to be effectual for all 

the objects it professed to have in view ;— 

and that it would furnish the necessary sup- 

ply to our present army, while it would 

provide an efficient army of reserve for our 

future security. 

Sir Jumes Pulteney thought it necessary 
to correct an error, into which the hon. 
officer seemed to have fallen respecting the 
army which served in Egypt. The greatest 
part of that army consisted of men who 
had enlisted for unlimited service. There 
was not above a regiment or two, whose 
constitution was otherwise. 

Colonel Craufurd said,that most of the 20th, 
40th, and 80th (Irish) regiments were com- 
posed of men who had enlisted for limited 
service, limited as to space and time only, 
General Loftus said, that he had listened 
with: the greatest attention to the right hon. 
secretary for the war department, and that 
he thought it but right to give the plan a 
fair trial. He originally had great objece 
tions to enlistments for limited service, but 
the clause by which it was proposed to ree 
tain the men for 3 years, if it should be ne- 
cessary, after the expiration of the first 
period of service, reconciled him, in a great 
degree, to the measure. His objections to 
it were greatly diminished, if not entirel 
removed by this alteration; and he would, 
therefore, decline making any opposition 
to the clause which it was intended to in- 
troduce, 
General Norton said a few words in @ 
low tone, the purport of which we under 
stood to be in opposition to the measure. 
He thought the question already sufficiently 
understood and discussed, and he wished. 
to come to a decision at once, , 
Mr. Canning rose, and said:—I cannot 
reconcile it, sir, to mly’sense of duty as a 
member of parliament, to suffer ‘a question 
of such magnitude to be hurried'to a deci- 
sion in this extraordinary manner. Instead 


gad fitted to fill up any vacancies 
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- hazard of leaving us without an army. 
inutiny b bill has already been renewed three 
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f that ga which now appears to| 
2 intended, wé surely ought to proceed. 
with more ‘than usdal caution in a case! 
Which involves so important an innovation’ 
in one of the most important establishments 
‘of the country. Ministers must either have 
‘a Most extraordinary confidence in them-. 
‘selves, or expect an unlimued confidence. 
from others, if they imayine that the house. 
can be prevailed upon to concur in a mea; 
‘sure of such magnitude, and to sanction 
Changes | so hazardous, with no better rea- 
ons than they have yet assigned, and no 
satisfactory explanauon they 
have yet condescended to give to the ob- 
jections which have been stated. I cannot 
ut cousider the manner in which this sub- 
ct has been brought forward, as being 
almost as great an Innovation in the con- 
Stitutional practice of parliament, as the 
measure itseif is in the system of our army. 
This, I believe, is the first instance in our 
parliamentary. history, i in which it has been 
attempted to introduce a fundamental 
change in aa established system, merely by 
a clause introduced io a committee upon a 
bill, and that bill one which must of neces- 
sity be passed within a limited time, at ne 
he 


times in the course of the present year: 
the last which we passed will expire on a 


= Eisen day; and we are plainly told, that we 


iust abridge our deliberations on this bill 
Which i is now before us, in order that it may 
‘eceive the sanction of the legislature, be- 
er that which it is to replace expires. | 
desire the ‘house to consider, whether this 
Was'a fair and fit situation in which to place 
us, for the ‘discussion of a question requi- 
ring so much caution and deliberation. 1 
ee ‘always understood it to be the prac- 
ice pf this house, when any matter of great 
importance, and especially any matter that 
boes to affect the fundamental ‘establish- 
ments of the country, was to be submitted 
to its consideration, to multiply the stages 
of discussion, by originating the subject of 
oe bill in a previous committee of the 
hole house. Jn that committee, it may 

2 miatter of debate, whether any measure 
upon the subject shall bé received for dis-’ 
cussion ; atid alter that question ‘has been 
deliberated and then remain all’ 
e ordinar ‘stages in which the bill itself! 
18 Table to iscugsion. 
hat this is the first” instaace in which the] 
of deliberation haye been di- 


inished “in proportion to the novelty, 


ut 1 am confident | 
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magnitude, and doubtful. policy of the mea» 
sure; in which a project for effecting a 
complete | revolution i in one part of our nae 
tional defence bas been proposed to be 
passed into a law through lewer stages of 
deliberation than a turnpike bill.- beg 
pardon, the first it is not; my right. hon, 
friend (Mr. Yorke) has already referred to 
the solitary and disgraceful precedent of the 
last year of queen Anne, when a clause of 
sunilar purpert was introduced into the 
mutiny bill, apparently without the notice 
cr knowledge of the parliament of that 
time. But with this exception, the right 
hon. gent. will not easily find any thing in 
history to countenance his practice; and 
I am sure he will not find any thing to juss 
tify it. ‘The right hon. gent. bas reduced 
parliament to the dilemma either of fores 
going the due exercise of its deliberative 
functions On a measure so momentous ip 
its consequences, or of suffering the army 
to disband, while we are considering on the 
best mode of maintaining it, -And if this 


observation applies to this house, where we 


have the bill now before us, and where, I 
trust, we shall persist in keeping it as long 
as we continue to entertain doubts of its 
policy, how much more forcibly does it 
apply to the House of Lords, where, in 
exact proportion to the difficulties 
are felt here, and the time which is taken 
to remove them, the means and opportu+ 


nities of that discussion which the lords are ' 


equally entitled to give to every subject 
of tational interest, must necessarily be 
abridged and taken away! How much 
more forcibly does it apply to the thitd 
power of the constitution, to the crown; 
to whom it is probable that this bill, chans 
ging the whole tenure by which the army of 
the crown is held,, must be presented for 
that approbation which is to pass it intoa 
law, witbip a period so near to the expira- 
tion of the present mutiny bill, that. the 
king can hardly have a moment to pause, 
uch less to exercise his judgment and 
discretion! [ admit that this last objection 
would not generally apply to a measure 
introduced into the house by the king's 
ministers, because the introduction by them 
‘would generally imply the approbation and 
recommendation of. the crown :—that this 
is not the case in the present instance, wé 
have but too much reason to apprebend— 
should rather say perhaps we have great 
reason to ho because I should trustthat 
there. might bea chance of interposis 


tion on the part of the crown, if yot in.thg 
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legislative enactinents, ‘at least in the prac- 
tical execution of this measure, such as 
might remedy, in soine degree, the conse- 
quences, if 1t could not ¢utirely prevent 
the first.eflect of the rashness and precipi- 
tancy of mivisters;—I say 1, should~ hope 
this, if it were not that the clause which 
we are discussing, is so tramed (and [ must 
say I think most improperly so framed) .as 


“to take away al] discretion from the crown 


hereafter, in the exezuuve regulation, no 
less than in the legislative. provision; to 
curtail and abridge. the royal prerogative, 
in that particular in which it has been the 
practice (and I think the wisdom) of all 
states to leave the executive government. 
in possession of the fullest controul, name- 
ly the discipline and internal, economy o/ 
the regular army. Jam not now arguing 
the expediency or inexpediency of the li- 
mitation of service; | am not talking of 


the merits or demerjts of the project itself; 


I shall come to that by-and-by: but J am 
at the outset protesting against the course 
which ministers have followed, which is 
such, that even if the measure itself were 
in my judgment unexceptionable, I should 
still object to the mode of its introduction. 
If limited service be ever so desirable an 
experiment, still why incorporate it in the 
mutiny act? Why make it the subject of 
legislative enactment at all? Why not pass 
the mutiny act according to its usual form, 
for the purpose of giving to parliament the 
constitutional controul over the crown and 
its army? (which the mutiny act alone 


enables the crown to raise and maintain), 


which it alone enables the crown to pay; 
and under that controul, why may not the 


mode of raising and maintaining the army. 


be safely left, as it has always hitherto been, 
to the executive government? If there be 
one political truth more undeniable than an- 
other, it is this, that no good has ever arisen 
from the interference of public assemblies 
with the military force of the state. Any 
attempt on the part of such assemblies to 
become popular with the army, is sure to 


lead to difficulty, and in the end, not sel- 


dom to confusion. The plain proof of this 
is what’ we know to be’ historically true, 


and. what we feel at this moment in our 


Own instance, that every such act of inter- 
ference must. be accompanied: with a dona- 
five or largess, as a sort of compensation for 
our idtrusion; we have at this moment an 
estimate on the table, ofan additional charge, 
of 300,000/, annual expenditure—the first 
uits, and, we may depend upon it, the 


vice. 


very least part of what we may expect from ; 


this restless and meddling spirit of regula-: 
tion; and this price we -pay for liberty to. 
confer what is represented as a benefit to 
the army—the change. of the term of ser- 
How, if some years hence, when 
this device shall have failed, and it shall 
become necessary to repeal it, how shall we 
find funds sufficient to accompany and 
atone for such an alteration? I think, siz, - 
we have seen symptoms that this truth is 
fell, and that its consequences extend be- 
yond the army even, to the other services 
of the country. I grudge nothing that is 


‘given in bounty or in kindness; but I think 


the recommendation to such acts is best 
and most safely lodged with the crown; 
and Iam not willing to purchase, at an un- 
necessary expence, a right of interference 
which I think dangerous in its exercise. 
The .right hon. secretary (Mr. Windham) 
has contended, that m new-modelling the 
army according to his plan, parliament will 
be doing no more than it has been accus- 
tomed to do at all times, but especially 
since the beginning of the present war. — 
What, he asks, has been the business and 
occupation of the administration which pre~ 
ceded the present, but to frame measure 
after measure, and to propound law after 
law, for the augmentaion and regulation of 
the military force of the country }—Un- 
doubtedly for the augmentation and regue 
lation of that part of the military force, 
which is more immediately of the cogni« 
zance of parliament; which cannot others 
wise be raised than by parliamentary mea+ 
sures; which is obtained from the country 
by different modifications of a compulsory 
process, none of which the crown could 
possibly be enabled to originate or to.apply, 
without the specific authority and detailed 
regulation of parliament. The militia, the 
army of reserve, the additional force, are 
all of this description; constituting the de- 
fensive and limited force of the country, 
and that which may fairly be called the par- 
liamentary. army, in contradistinction te 
that regular army of the crown, which the 
crown. has at all times raised for itself, sube 
ject to the. controul of the annual mutiny 
bill. All these measures therefore which 
the right hon. gent. cites as precedents, are 
in. fact directly in contrast with that which 
he now recommends. They:were in fact. 
enabling statutes in aid. of: the prerogative 
‘of the crown; to give. to the king a power 
.of doing that which was necessary for the 


‘an the.state, but which he could not 
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do without the direct assistance of parlia- 
-ment. This is, to limit or take from him 
-@ power which he already has, and to sub- 
ject him to restrictions and disabilities, at 
once-encroaching on the prerogative, and 
‘prejudicing the service of the country. 
"Fhe right hon. gent. opposite appears to 
doubt the truth of this construction. J ask, 
in.what possible way any statuté can ope- 
upon the prerogative of the crown, 
except in one of these three;—either as 
‘giving some power, which the crown had 
not before; or as explaining and confirm- 
ing some doubtful or obsolete prerogative 
(as was the case in the bill for calling out 
the levy-en-masse), at the same time pre- 
scribing the mode of iis exercise; or, third- 
ly, as directly limiting, restraining, or abo- 
lishing some power, which the crown had 
bitherto been in the habit of exercising 
without dispute? In which of these three 
ways does the present measure operate? 
Does ii give to the King, as a new power, 
the right of raising men for limited service, 
or has not the crown always bad and often 
exercised that right of limitation? Does 
it revive or explain any prerogative of 
-doubtiul construction? Does it even leave 
the power and prerogatives of the crown 
‘as it finds them? Mas not the crown at 
‘present, and has it not always had, in addi- 
tion to the power of limiting the service, that 
of enlisting men for an indefinite time, sub- 
ject to discharge at its own pleasure? and 
swill not the clause now under consideration, 
af sanctioned by the legislature, take that 
spower completely away? And for what ob- 
ject, and from what necessity is this altera- 
tion of the constitution projected? Cannot 
the experiment be tried as well. by that 
authority which has always hitherto exclu- 
sively regulated the terms of enlistment 
and the internal. economy of the army; 
leaving with that authority the discretion 
of trying it at such times, and to such ex- 
tent as may be most favourable to the ex- 
periment; (leaving the discretion also of 
suspending that trial, if its result should be 
found less beneficial than is expected) :— 
cannot, I say, this experiment be made in 
is way, with as much advantage, and with 
auch less danger, than by pledging . the 
whole legislature, not only to try it, but to 
abide the issue of that trial, without any 
alternative, and without the possibility of 
retreat? Does not the right hon. gent. 
feel, tliat a regulation by the crown would 
be equally effectual;: while, if necessary, 


it could berecalled, without inconvenience 


Does he not feel that a partial experiment 
in the first instance, will be amply sufficient 
to ascertain the merits of his plan; while, 
if unsuccesstul, it might be abandoned or 
suspended, without difficulty? Does he not 
feel, that by making this great change, the 
work of the whole legislature, and the rule 
of the whole service, while he adds nothi 

to the facilities of experiment, he enhances 
incaleulably the dangers of failure? And 
if this be the case, I do not ask what ne 


apology ean the king’s ministers offer, for 
laying the foundation of their plan for re 
modelling the army, by dismembering the 
ancient prerogatives of the crown? These, 
sir, are the grounds on which I should ob- 
ject to the mode in which the measure is 
brought under our discussion, even if from 
the measure itself I entertained sanguine 
expectations of good, instead of anticipa- 
ting, as I confess I do, abundant evils and 
dangers. I object to. establishing that as a 


an experiment: I object to limiting the 


pose of putting the management of the re 
cruiting and the detailed economy of the 
army into the hands of parliament: I ob- 
ject to this, even if the experiment is to 
suceeed and the system to become perma 
nent: but if there be the remotest chance 
of failure, and of a necessity for recurring 
to the old system again, I object doubly to 
a pledge on the part of parliament which 
must embarrass, beyond all calculation, 
the difficulty of a retreat, But the right 
hon. gent, and his friends are confident 
that the experiment cannot fail. One of 
his friends, indeed, the hon. colonel (colo- 
nel Craufurd) is much more sanguine than 
the right hon. gent. himself, and rebukes 


that no immediate good was to be expect- 
ed. ‘The hon. colonel is of a very different 
opinion; and, with an estimate upon the 
table, of 330,000/. annual expence, to be 
added at one stroke, immediately,—with 
the admission of the right hon. author of 
the project, that he looks for no immediate 
advantage,~—the hon. colonel has the bold- 
ness to contend that the advantages are 
immediate, and the inconveniences and 
burthens, if any, contingent and remote. I 
can hardly presume to decide between such 
great authorities, especially when I find 
them differing upon a point which they 
might be supposed to have settled in the 
course of théir daily official commonicas 


cessity, but-what pretence, what decent 


system, which is confessedly to be tried as _ 


king’s prerogative, for the undesirable put- 


the right hon. gent. for having admitted © 
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tion. But I confess I am inclined in this, 
though perhaps in no other single instance, 
to adopt the opinion of the right bon. geut. 
(Mr. Wiudban), aud to give him credit 
for the remoteness and precariousness of 
any possible advantage from his plan; 
while the paper on your table, containing 
gsit does but one item of the expence to 
be incurred, is of itself a sufficient proof 
that some part of the burthen at least is to 
be felt immediately. Thie right hon. gent. 
very ingenuously told us, that he wished he 
had looked a little more narrowly into the 
calculations of expence: I wish he had— 
perhaps it was in some degree his) duty to 
‘do so; and he would at least ‘have been 
enabled to make good his argument against 
his bon, friend (colonel Craufurd) and to 
correct his inaccuracy in one instance, as 
he disclaims his sanguineness in another. 
But as to the powerful effects and induce- 
ments which belong to the limitation of the 
term of service, there is no difference of 
opinion between the right hon. gent. and 
his friend. It is ‘to fill the ranks of the 
army, and to fill them: with a better de- 
scription of people. ‘Io this we presume 
to auswer, that if limitation of service be 
so alluring, we have already tried the force 
of that allurement, by limiting not the term 
only, but the space; by inviting men to 
serve not for a few years only, but for those 
few years at home: the trial has been not 
wholly without success; far from it ;—but 
it has not had such striking and splendid 
success, as (compared with the general term 
of enlistment) to prove, that the limitations 
are so all-powerful as the hon, gentlemen 
fepresented them; and above all, it has 
not, according to the hon. gentlemen them- 
selves, produced a materially better de- 
scription of men to the service. ‘“ Oh!— 
but,” say the hon. gentlemen, “‘ that is be- 
cause you limited too much. The men that 
we want to get at, are those who wish to 
serve for a short time, but to serve abroad. 
You have no receptacle for men of that 
sort.”—-Well, then, let us have one; with 
all my heart—but do not let us make up 
our minds to have no other sort: for, as- 
suredly, however possible it may be that a 
reasonable proportion of such men may be 
found, it is a little too much’ to expect, 
that with an.army to such an extent as we 
have at present, with an auxiliary force for 
bome: defence, in great part consisting of 
Yolunteers, (not one man of either of which’ 
(stablishments has required the inducement 


oi this peculiar species of dumitation),—it 


‘ 
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is, I think, a little too much to expect us . 
to agree, that no other then this limitation , 
‘can possibly be effectual. But I suppose 
it is amongst this bettermost description of, 
men only, that the peculiar taste prevails. - 
It is amongst them that we are to look for | 
the persons who, according to the right hon. , 
gentlemen, like very little service, but, 
choose to have that service foreign; like the » 
man who, describing the sort of weather ; 
that best pleased bim, declared that he, 
would have “ but little wind, but that little . 
high.” ‘These are the persons whom the, 
right hon. gent. describes as likely to enter’ 
into the army for the sake of seeing the 
world ; who, leaving their village Desdemo-- 
nas at hume, would embark for the West 
Indies, for the purpose of returning like,so 
many Othellos, with a collection of stories 
to woo them with upon their return.) Un- 
questionably this theory is a most delight-— 
ful one; but I still. have my doubts as to 
the extent, at least, of its possible opera-. 
tion. I cannot help thinking that that class 
of society, from which the ranks of our 
army have hitherto been chiefly supplied, 
must, even after the refinements of the 
right hon. gent., and all the lectures of the. 
hon. colonel, on the necessary and practi-. 
cal operation of those refinements, still con- 
tinue to be the only very efficient source of 
the supply. Upon this class—I mean the. 
lowest and labourivg class of the commu-. 
nity, the peasant and the inferior artisan, 
I suppose it is not contended that these 
fancies will work very powerfully: and as. 
to mounting higher, in order that you may. 
obtain a more numerous recruitment, it 
seems to me that that notion proceeds upon* 
a false estimate of the relative proportions. 
of the different classes of society. Society 
has often been compared to a pyramid; 
but I never yet heard that the. point was: 
nearest the earth, and the broadest surface. 
at the top. If that were the true view of, 
it, the hon. colonel would be right, and the - 
‘higher you mounted, the larger superficies. 
you would have to act upon; but if the 
lowest class be, as it is, infinitely the most: 
extensive, I do not see that much would’ 
be gained by looking in preference. toa, 
higher level for your supply. I:really be-. 
lieve, sir, after all, that even when 'this 
tem is in. its fullest operation, the hon, 
colonel must still be’ content to draw bis, 
recruits from the plough, and from the fair,- 
‘rather than from St. James's Street and the- 
Royal Exchange. But.if, after all, we are; 


pork this supposition ; if there.be suchy 
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a‘race as the' right‘hon: colotiel stipposés, | 
of such peculidr:and characteristic disposi- 
tion; of such small, and at the same time 
délicate stomachs for military service; 
_ whom none of the modes of'service hither- 
té invented; have béen’ able’ to satisfy: 
far from contending, that this variety 
of the military species may not be worth 
comprehending in any general plan of mili- 
tary establishment. By all means,” let ‘us 
have all that we can get; but do not let us; 
in attempting to catch this rate and non- 
des¢ript creature, weave the meshes of our 
~ Jaws too close to answer any more useful 
or general purpose. But by all means let 
there be a cluss of this’sort of service; let 
there’ be certain regiments: raised with’ this 
particular term of enlistment ; let'the second 
battalions, as’ has been more than once sug- 
gested bythe hon. genral(sir J. Pulteney),be 
appropriated to it. For this, nd act of parlia- 
Ment is’ necessary, nd new power need be 
given. The crowri'may raise regiments, or 
appoint battdliois for this purpose; and 
Wherever these’ singular individuals are to 
bé foutid; wherever the right hon: gent: or 
the’ hon.’ colonel heard in 
whatever part of thé country’ they. are lati- 

tating ‘and’ circumcursitating, there the 
king’s réeruiting writ: may run‘and secure 
them; if they are-to be had, for his majesty's 
service.” ‘But where’is' the nécessity of sa- 
crificing every other chance to‘try this one, 
which may as‘ well be tried without it?’ The 
right’ hon. gént. nmieets this’ question with! 
ali argument the most’ singular and the 
hatdy that can’. well be ‘conceived: | 
He admits that the trialof this’ principle 
has betn’ made ; and he admits;:or rather 
contends; that its’ success has'not been all 


that’ could be desired: “ but;” says he, 


“ this fattare bias proceeded from its having} 
been tried partially: make it the general’ 
rale'of* your service; recruit solely dn this’ 
principle’; leuve “nothing competition 


with it';' alone, and be assured}! 


it‘will’ not’ fait yous” . Why;‘sir, this might’ 
belvely well, if the interests hazatded upon} 
thi’ issue ‘of thie experiment, were aby thing! 
léss" tha the safety’and: existence of they 


einpire®’ atid'Icould uriderstanu the'argu-|! 


ment; if?its application’ were to” circum-' 
statives' diredtly the revérsé to those which’ 
af€tiow' under’ out cofisidérations: If the’ 
principle of otir'service hug hitherto been 
of ‘the’ tern }'if ‘the innova- 
tioti how ‘préposeti were t6 enlist for a 
ifi@e fiitite’y: if’ this''niew method’ had ‘beer 


dould perfectly understand: any advocate 
indefinite service, who should say 
No wonder this €xperiment has not yet 
‘succeeded ; it-has not had fair play:' and 
‘$0 long as the limited service is suffered to. 
bid: in competition with it, its ‘complete 
success cannot reasonably be expected, 
But it certainly is not an equally obvious. 
‘truth, that the existence of the indefinite: 
Hservice affords a competition which must: 
fatal to the trial‘of the experiment of: 
the’ limited term. I therefore cannot cons. 
ceive a more unreasonable demand. than 
that of the right hon. gent:, that we should 
consent to abolish a mode of enlistment, 
which, if not so alluring in theory, has been’ 
found effectual in practice, in order to try, 
with better chance of success, (for which 
we have nothing but his word,) an experi- 
ment which, having failed when we-risked 
but little upon it, he contends we ought now’ 
to risk every thing upon it, and try it again, 
Such being: the only temptation which we 
have, according to the right hon. gent.’s 
acknowledgment, from the experience of! 
ourown country; we bavé naturally been 
desired to look abroad for the encourage. 
ment which was not to be found at home.! 
Here, I think, however, the assertions of 
the hon. gentlemen have been somewhat 
mitigated, and their tone of confidence 
somewhat lowered since thé last discussion 
upon this subject. We no longer hear the! 
general and sweeping declarations that all 
great military powers have uniformily' 
ted upon the system which the right hon,’ 
pent. recommends ; that we have stood alone’ 
among nations, and that. it becomes us as’ 
s00n as possible to conform to the general: 
example. Ancient France is, I think, to- 
ight, the solitary instance’ upon which the’ 
on. getitlemen rely, to’ which indeed is’ 
ded the example of Switzerland, with’ 
espect to the’ troops whicli she has been iw 
he habit of hiringeout to foreign powersy 
s'to the Swiss,’ it requires, I think, but 
ery few words ‘to’shew that the mdde of 
ising troops (however brave and valiiable 
those'troops mhy'be), to’ bé employed itv 
he service’ of other powers, cannot fairly- 
‘oited as precedent for an army upon 
which the’ defence of. their native country 


is to depend: It is perfectly manifest that 


be» utterly impossible to’ induce 
ménto quit their country for life, especially’ 
amongst whom the love.of their coun- 
try. éxists “in'so strong'a degree ;, and as to 
the foreign power in whose pay they served, 


partially; and hat not ‘is .equail 


manifest: that the acceptdnce 


| 
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éf their service for a limited term, proves 


fo predilection or partiality on the part 


of that power for such a species of service, 
jnasmuch as the troops were to be had on 
fo other. ‘The example of ancient France 
has been as confidently relied upon by the 
fight hon. gent. (Mr. Windham) as before ; 
bat the remarks of the hon. general behind 
me (sir James Pulteney) have, I think, not 
alittle diminished the force of the argu- 
nent; and the illustrations of the hon. co- 
Jonel (Craufurd), who intended, I suppose, 
to sustain the proposition of his right hon. 
friend, have done what little was left un- 
done by the hon. general, to demolish it. 
Itis allowed on all hands that faith must 
be kept with the soldier; that whatever 
period you fix for the termination of his 
engagement, at that period when it arrives, 
onder whatever circumstances, under the 
pressure of whatever necessity, the soldier 
must have his discharge if he claimsit. It 
follows that no example can fairly be stated 
in favour of this plan, which does not shew 
not only that such engagements were made, 
but that they were kept sacred and invio-~ 
lable ; and dne instance, even one solitary 
instance, of the violation’ of such an en- 
gagement on the part of any government 
which is held out to us as an object of imi- 
tation, ought, in my opinion, to operate 


‘fot as a light to guide us, but as a beacon 


to alarm and warn us of our danger. How 
then stands the example of ancient France? 


. It was stated on a former night by the hon. 


general, and then sturdily denied, that the 


engagement of the French government with 


their soldiery had been violated at the be- 
ginning of the American war; that by an 
ordinance then published, the right of 
claiming discharges was suspended. To- 
night this fact has been admitted ; but the 
admission was accompanied by the right 
hon. gent. with a whimsical sort of triumph, 
because forsooth there was but this one 


instance to be found of such a violation of 


faith, and because this was a formal ordi- 
hance ; as if the formality with which faith 
was broken in this instance, was a sort of. 


proof how sacredly it had been kept before. 


ut the hon. colonel has not been con- 
fented that the matter should rest there, 
and in order to satisfy us how unwillingly 
the government of France éver consented 
fo the violation of its engagements, he has 
expressions of Marshal 
baxe against officers who did not keep their 


€igagements with the soldiery. Marshal 
indignation, virtuous es it was, pro- 


bably was ‘not without cause. $o bere is 
another instance of the same breach of 
faith ; or rather, in all fair reasoning, a come 
plete proof that, even in Marshal Saxe’s 


time, it had grown ypon into a practice. 
What then is the true result of this nugle 
example of ancient France? why, surely, 
that if in that extensive and populo 
country, a country at all times capable of 
affording a great proportion of its popula- 
tion to the profession of arms, the governe 
ment has nevertheless found it impossible 
to keep its word with the soldiery, it is wild 
and hazardous in the extremest degree to,act 
upon the supposition, that in a country com: 
paratively limited impopulation,andthatpor . 
pulation called upon asit is tosupplysuch an 
extent of manufactories, such a prodigious 
commercial marine, and a navy which ab- 
sorbs alone such numbers as bear uo s 
proportion to the armies of the continent, 
it would be possible in all instances to keep 
faith with the soldier, if ynfortunately this 
clause should passinto alaw. That if we 
foresee the smallest probability of being 
driven by any necessity to a violation of 
our engagement, we ought not to enter-into 
it: that we ought not to run after the exe 
ample of France in her policy, at the risk 
of being obliged to imitate her bad faith, is 
surely not necessary to be argued in a 
British house of commons. Having suc- 
ceeded no better in his history from abroad 
than in precedent at home, the right hon. 
ent. has betaken himself, as usual, to ana 
ogy, and derives his analogies, as usual, 
from objects which at least amuse, if they 
do not enlighten, He admits in some de- 
ree the hazard of diminution to the uy 
in the first instance, by keeping faith wi 
the soldier; but this diminution is to be 
repaid with interest. He is not surprised 
that a colonel of a regiment, or the captain - 
of a fine company of grenadiers should 
feel loth to part with any number of his 
men at the expiration of a limited period. 
Just so, says the right hon. gent., it goes to 
one’s heart to thin.a fine grove of young 
and growing trees, till we reflect that, by 
taking some away, the remainder will grow 
finer.and taller. The right hon. gent. hard- 
ly needs be informed that this simile.is not 
perfectly accurate, unless he means: that ~ 
the remaining grenadiers are to increase 
in height and corpulence in proportion as. 
their comrades are removed. Still more 
unfortunate is the right bon. gent. in the 
field of turnips into which he has wandered, 
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ars led there by an apparently happy 
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ambiguity of words, which inight have, mis- 
ed a less ingenious speculator. Does uot 
the drill husbandman hoe his turnips, says 
the right hon, gent.; and What should pre- 
vent the drill serjeant in like’ manner from 
hoeing his battalion? ‘The remaining tur- 
nips thrive and swell—but here again un- 
luckily is the same mistake of size for num- 
ber; and I cannot help fearing ‘that the 
right hon. gent.’s system of husbandry will 
turn out nearly as unprofitable as that of 
the theorist, of whom the story is told in 
La Fontaine, who contrived to have no- 
thing but the leaves of his turnips to carry 
to market. I very much fear that the right 
hon. gent., when, at the eve of any war, or 
in the middle of any tampaign, he is ful- 
filling his engagements with the soldiers 
whose services are expired, will find that 
he is depriving his battalious of all that 
forms their substance, their solidity, and 
their strevgth, and that what he sutters to 
remain wili-be comparatively but the leaves 
of the turnips. To this apprehension, how- 
ever, the right hon. gent. opposes the con- 
fident .persuasion that the men will not 
claim their discharge when due. The hon. 
colonel, to be sure, rather differs from his 
leader in this, as in other respects, and 
thinks that they will; but he thinks, that 
being discharged, they will do a good al- 
most more than equivalent to their military 
service, by instigating others to take the 
places which they have quitted, and that 
their precept will countervail their exam- 
ple. It would really be a great advantage 
to us in these debates, if the right hon. geut. 
and his friend would argue a little more 
precisely as to their Own objects, and would 
agree upon the expectation which they 
would wish us to entertain; especially 
when they are so eager in rejecting the im- 

utation of theory, and desire to be consi- 
dered as reckoning upon nothing which has 
not experience and example in its favour, 
But I am willivg to take the hon. colonel’s 
view of the subject as that which their own 
examples go nearest to establish. The 
Swiss, I presume, did return home at the 
expiration of their service; and that the 
prevailing habit in France was to claim the 
discharge which became due, is fairly to be 
inferreds as well from the ordinance of 
* 1788, as from what the hon. colonel has 

informed us of Marshal Saxe’s opinions 
many years before, What do we learn 
from the hon. colonel to have been Mar- 
shal Saxe’s opinion upon this subject? He 
prescribes that faith shall be juviolably and 


invariably kept with the soldier, that the 
discharge when due shall be given to every 
man that claims it; and does he then tec. 
kon upon their not claiming it? No such 
thing; ov the contrary, he follows up this — 
recommendation with a proposition, which 
shews at once his persuasion that the dige 
charges will be claimed, and his sense of 
the difficulty which will arise from granting 
them in time of war. And what is that 
proposition? The hon. colonel tells us that 
he suggests something very like the present 
system of conscription in France. This | 
confess, sir, is the very thing which I have 
all along apprehended as the ultimate and 
most undesirable end of the right hon, 
gent.’s refinemeuts and theories. ‘The right 
hon. gent. is offended by the word theories 
as applied to his system. He will permit 
ine at least to class them with the medis 
tations of Marslial Saxe: and as the Mar. 
shal was not ashamed to characterize them 
by the name of reveries, I shall, unless. 

am positively prohibited, take the liberty 
of applying the same term to the specula- 
tions of the right hon. gent. If that may net 
be, let us contrast the whimsical, fanciful, 
visionary reverics of this same speculative 
marshal, with the solid practical judgment 
aud profound military knowledge of the 
right hon. gent. Marshal Saxe did not 
reckon upon the re-enlistment; the right 
hon. gent. does:—but | think the right 
hon. gent. must at least agree with Mar. 
shal Saxe, that if the re-enlistments do 
not take place, and if good faith is kept as 
to the discharge, and if the mere prospect 
of that discharge has not been found suffi. 
cient here, as it was not found sufficient in 
France, to keep up the army by voluntary 
enlistment to the establishment requisite for 
war; the right hon, gent., J say, must see, 
as Marshal Saxe did, that some other 
means then must be resorted to; and in 
the state of things which the right hom 
gent.’s system will bave produced, after it 
has been a few years in full operation, I 
should be glad to know what expedient for 
that purpuse the right hon. gent. himself. 
has in view short of conscription. The - 
right hon, gent. has told us very truly, that 
ibere are but three ways by which a milie 
tary force can be raised; either by voluntary 
enrolment, or by compulsory ; or by a.mix- 
ture of the two, The compulsory: enrol 
ment he deprecates ; cuncta prius tentanda; ‘ 
he would resort to it only in the last extre 
mity; but my complaint against the right 
hon. gents system is, that it tends directly 
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and inevitably to bring this extremity upon 


‘ys. It is against all experience that volun- 


tary enrolment alone should suffice for all 


the military purposes of a great nation; 


there is no instance in the world-in which 
it has been found sufficient. Recognizing 
this truth, we have in this country had re- 
course to a mixture of compulsory service; 
we have applied compulsion in its most mi- 
tigated form, and to home service only; 
for foreign service we have recruited by 
voluntary enlistment, but finding the diffi- 
culty of filling our ranks by those méans, 
we liave not hitherto thouglit it wise to in- 


crease that difficulty by multiplying three.’ 


fold the opportunities of quitting the ser- 
vice, This the right hom gent. now pro- 
poses to do, He proposes, in addition, to 
discourage, more or less,—in some in. 
stances he has suspended, and in some he 
has abandoned, the modes of compulsory 
enlistment. 1 ask bim, if his theory should 
fail, what refuge has he left bim but con- 
scription? I say that his attempt to square 
every thing to a theory will lead to the ne- 
eessity, at Some time or other, of employ- 
ing rude force ; that his delicate and fasti- 
dious refinements will be the parent of a 


. gevere and undiscriminating necessity. It 


will be too late to retread our steps when 
the hour of that necessity arrives. In 
God’s name, let us not precipitate it; at 
least, let us not be peisuaded to do so, by 
such arguments as we have heard this 
night! What argument in fact have we 
heard upon this subject, to solve the ob- 
vious difhculties which are in every body’s 
mind, but more especially that difficulty 
which of itself is conclusive against the 
adoption of the right hon. gent.’s system, 
as a general system, aud which I have re- 
served to this period of what I had to say, 
as that which distinguishes the case of this 
country from that of any other; and as that 
towhich, unsatisfactory as the answers from 
the other side of the house have been upon 
every other point, they are so peculiarly and 
singularly unsatisfactory, as to provoke not 
remark only, but indignation! The house 
will readily apprehend that | allude to the 
colonial service, It is plain, that if the 
example of all other countries, if the ex- 
ample of France, were as distinctly encou- 
faging as they have been shewn' to be the 
feverse, till the extensive colouial posses- 
sions of this country, and the great propor- 
tion of our army which it is necessary to 
employ in their defence, would alone be 
sullicient to discourage the adoption of the 
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system by this country. I will not take 
up the'time of- the house by pointing out 
the obvious difficulties and dangers arising 
from this system to the defence of our co- 
lonies ;—but mark’ the answer, and the 
only answer which has been attempted to 
be given to them!—The right hon. gent. 
expressed a hope, in which the hon. colo- 
nel faithfully followed,’ that the danger 
might not be quite so great as it appeared ; 
and that before it actually occurred, means 
might’ be found to remedy it: and this is 
all !—After so many years debate, after so 
many months of official deliberation, the 
right hon, gent., in bringing forward a plan 
for the complete alteration of the esta- 
blished military system of the country, is 
no otherwise prepared to meet the objec- 
tion which every man in this house, and 
out of this house; which every man who 
has either written, or spoken, or conversed, 
ur thought upon the subject, ‘has had up- 
permost in tris mind, than by a vague and 
distant : ope,. that at some time’ or other, 
somebody or other may, in some way or - 
other, discover something or other, which 
shall, some how or other, remedy some one 
or other, of the manifold inconveniences 
and dangers which we all concur in appre= — 
hending !—As to the right hon. gent. him- 
self, he washes his hands of it: it is not to 
him that we are to look for the solution of 
the difficulty; and with this explanation 
parliament is to be satisfied! Sir, to such 
a plan as this, introduced*in such a man- 
ner, supported by such arguments, fraught 
with such difficulties and dangers; a plan 
unnecessarily invading the prerogative of 
the crown, and unadvisedly committing the 
faith and discretion of parliament,—I can- 
not but give my most decided and unqua- 
lified opposition. 1 do not thereby mean 
to pronounce any Opinion against the expe- 
diency of trying the experiment of limited 
service. —The crown has already the power 
to tryit. Let the right hon, gent:—let the 
king’s ministers exercise their constitu- 
tional right to advise the crown to make 
the trial, if they shall think fit: but let 
them not insist upon making parliament a 
party to their ‘experiment. No practical 
advantage is gained by our interference; 
and by abstaining from interposing, we 
shall at least avoid many practical disad- 
vantages which may result from it. 

Mr. Secretary Fox rose, in reply to the right 
hon. gent. He said, that before le entered 
into any discussion of the principles of the 
bill, he must first answer some interlocutory 
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objections that-had been made. As to the 
complaint of its being hurried forward with 
such precipitation, just. as the mutiny. bill 
was going to expire, he must remind that 
right hon. gent. (Mr. Canning) and his 
friends, that, a few days ago, they had con- 
tended that the discussion should be de- 
layed two days longer, as they had wished 
the discussion, not tocome on before Monday 
next. If he and. his friends persisted in fix- 
ing it for the present night, and not putting 
it off, it was merely that parliament should 
have as much time for, the discussion as 
could be given before the expiration of the 
Mutiny bill. If they had fixed it for Mon- 
day, the complaint would have been, why 
did not you bring it in sooner; why did not 
you give us.more time to discuss it? This 
was a tolerable.sample of the general. style 
ot the right hon, gentleman’s arguments. 
f the measure had been introduced in the 
_ Matiny bill, it was because such was the 
constant usage of parliament. The right 
hon. gent. next found fault with popular 
assemblies, and parliament’s meddling, 
with the army of the crown. Where 


was it that he made that objection? Ina 
house where the Mutiny bill is annually 
passed, for the avowed purpose of subject- 
ing the ary of the country, in some mea- 


sure, to parliamentary controul, ‘“ But,” 
said the right hon. gent., ‘* we spent our 
time much, better when we were in ad- 
ministration ; we never interfered with the 
army of the crown; but we provided a con- 
stitutional and a parliamentary army to be 
a balance to it, and at the same time to 
assist it with recruits,” For his part, he 
must say, he neyer heard of a parliamen- 
tary army before, except in the year 1641 ; 
and as fer the distinction which had been 
made, of royal army and_ parliamentary 
army, it was what uo writer, no speaker, 
nor no man at all acquainted with the prin- 
ciples of the constitution, had ever taken 
notice of. Every army in this. country was 
royal, and every army. was also parliamen- 
_ tary. The right hon. gent. seemed. to 
consider. the disposable force as the king’s 
army, and every other description of force 
as a sort of balance to it. The militia, in- 
deed, from its composition, and the. de- 
' scription of its officers, might be, in some 
-degree, considered in that light; but as to 
the additional force. raised by the parish 
bill, nothing could be more ridiculous than 
to call them a. parliamentary force, which 
was to he a balance to any other, as. they 
were offered by persons appointed by - 


crown, and taken fromthe king’s. army, 
An hon. general (sir J. Pulteney)-had, ap 
a former night, roundly asserted, that-no 
other nation in Europe had. ever adop 


night he was pleased to retract somethi 

| from his assertion, and only said, that the 
general practice of the Kuropean nations 
was against it. The hon, general had not 
stated the case fairly, when he represented, 
that, if old France adopted the. system, her 
armies were the worse for it, and. that in 


defeated, The hon. general should not haye 
confined himself to the 7 years war, but 
should have also taken the war precedi 

it. Inthat war he would have found, that 
though the French lost the battle of Det. 
tingen, they won that of Fontenoy, and 
were, in the whole of the war, most cons 
spicuously successful. Even in the.7 years 
war, the conduct of the French anmieg 
was by no means treated with that levity in 
the writings of the king, of Prussia, that it 
had been by the hon, general. As the 
ordonnance subsisted from 1710 to 1787, 
‘it was not fair merely to take 7 years.of 
that period as a.criterion, when for 77 years 
they had acquired and supported a. high 


his right hon. friend (Mr. Windham) had 
(drawn from the Swiss, was, in his opinion, 
a very strong one, and completely unau- 
iswered. If it were said, that, the moral 
excellence of the soldier’s character. was 
|destroyed by the thoughts of leaving the 
‘service and returning to his home, be 
‘should ask, do not the Swiss also feela 
strong desire of returning to their native 
icountry, and have not the Swiss. been at 
the same time good soldiers? 
feven the circumstance of their joyful re- 


la means of encouragement to others to ine 
lsaw the soldier return to his home with 


levery thing that could give satisfaction to 
mankind, they wished to embark in the 


|being a novel theory, he should only sayy 
‘that it had been urged in that house 25 
years ago, and it was.no less than 16 years 
since his right hon. friend had stated the 


item. proposed, he thought great advantages 
\would be derived, both from the soldiers 
who stayed after their term was expired, and 


the limited:service recommended ; but that 


the 7 years war they had been every where © 


military reputation. The argument which» 


Has not > 
‘turn to their homes and families, been made ° 
Hlist?. When the young men of the country 


‘more reputation, more happiness, more of 


}same career, As for the measure proposed 


adyantages which might be expected from 
‘changing the term of service. In the sys" 
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one who left the, service would shew to his 
townsmen, or neighbours, the liberty that 
was granted to soldiers to return to their 
homes, and this, he thought, would im- 
mediately have a:strong effect in recruiting 
the army. It was strange, that those who 
had so often argued that there was some- 
thing in real service, and in the regular 
army, which attracted persons who inlisted 
for home service, should, upon the present 
occasion, contend that it had no such at- 
traction, and that every one myst prefer 
the home service. It was,no wild specula- 
tion or theory, to calculate upon, the com- 
mon sense and, common feelings of man- 


’ kind. There was no doubt, but, that any 


body who had. a horse to. dispose of, would 
rather sell him for twenty guineas thaw for 


' ten; and there could, be no doubt, but that 


the. military profession must be rendered 
more.attractive by being made more eligible. 
Aright hon. gent, (Mr, Yorke) had asked, 
was it necessary to extend our military sys- 


‘tem? Had we not an army which, both in 


discipline and in numbers, was every thing 
that could be wished; which was fully ef- 
ficient for every purpose? For his part, 
he, could not allow that we did possess an 
army efficient for all the purposes of the 
country. It must be remembered, that in 
the unfortunate campaign on the.continent, 
the country was placed in such a situation, 
as'to witness the defeat of its allies, without 
a British soldier having, an opportunity of 
striking. a blow in their defence. If it 
be said, that the country had, at that time, 
wmarmy fully efficient, what must be thought 
of those ministers who did not apply the 
means they were possessed of for the annoy- 
auce of the enemy, and the support of our 
allies? That most disastrous campaign was 
decided; without.a British arm being raised, 
ora musket, fired, in defence of the con- 
tinent of Europe. What would the great 
duke of Marlborough have said, if the mi- 
nisters.of that day had told him, “ you are 
certainly the best general in Europe, and 
our army is very fine, and efficient to all the 
purposes of the country; but we cannot 
give, you any force, either to. protect our 
allies or to attack. the enemy?” It has:been 
often,said, What occasion has this country 
for.a.great. army, when its fleets ride tri- 
wnphant in every sea? He felt consider- 
wble confidence in our navy, and shared ip 

that pride, which every Briton must; feel at 

the brilliant victories our fleets had ob. 

ined over the enemy; hut at the same. 


riority aloné we should never be able to 
prevent France from extending her con- 
quests over the continent of Europe. Ot 
but, say others, we have plenty of moneys 
we can afford to subsidize nations, and hire 
foreigners to fight our battles. Im answer 
to that he must observe, that»all history 
shewed that such are not» the means by 
which greatness. end national honour are 
to be defended. This.country had, at-many 
periods, made great-and astonishing exer- 
tions. When William Il. was at the head 
of the confederacy of Europe, this country 
acquired cousiderable renown. Again, i 
the reign. of queen Anne, when the duke of 


though the native British troops that he 
commanded were asmail portion in number 
to their German allies, yet they ranked high 
in military reputation, and contributed 
powerfully to. the common cause, In ‘the 
seven years’ war, a few British regiments, 
under the command. of prinee Ferdinand, 
contributed essentially to. the victory at 
Minden. It was this.way country'ac- 
quired renown, Sic itured astra.” bt was 
by the valour of her troops, and-notumerely 
by the power of subsidising foreigners, that; 
in the best times of her histoty, she had 

gained so high a character among:tife na- 
tions. “These wars had been undertaken, 
fin a great measure, to preserve the balance 
of power ;. and, however this: idea might 
be ridiculed, our aacestors saw, what we 
have felt, that this balance of power could 
not be destroyed without the most serious 
evils resulting to Europe, and without out 
being exposed to the domineering influence 
of France. ‘The situation in which the 
country was placed was this: it must either 


and its ships, and patiently submit. to see 
the power of France extending over e 

nation in Europe ; or else, it must think, 
at some future period, of being able to af- 
ford. same relief to nations that are‘op- 
pressed, and of preserving its conneetion 


the determination of the house, it was evi-« 
dent, that the only means of accomplishing 
these things was, to improve our -armiies 
but ifthe country should prefer what he con- 
sidered the ignominious alternative (wttich 
he, for his part, would never consent to) of 
separating itself from the interests of other 
nations, and. endeavouring to preserve an 
insulated greatness, he conceived that such 
P conduct would be still more dangerous; 


time he must say, that by our naval stipé> 


Marlborough commanded. our armies,ale 


trust. entirely to its navy, its commerce, _ 


with the continent of Europe. If this was 


PARE. DEBATES; Max 80, 1806.—Mutinyy Bill Linitéd Service. | 

“from. thase..who left the’ service. | 

| 

| | | 
| 

| 

| | 

| | 

if 

| | 

| 

| 

4 

| | 

| 


than it would be to follow a more generous 
policy, and one more befitting the charac- 
ter of the British nation. He should also. 
have an objection to the alternative, even 
upon constitutional grounds. It was known, 
shat the character of the House of Bruns- 
-wick was to resist every attempt that might 
be made .against the constitution of this 
country, and especially any attacks which 
might be made by France, or with French 
assistance. The character, however, of any 
other family which had reigned in this coun- 
_ try had been very diflerent. If, then, it 

could. ever be supposed, at some remote 
_ period, that any sovereign of this country 
‘could act on the principles that some sove- 
reigns had. acted on, when there was a com-.- 
promise between England and Franet, that 
one. was,to rule by sea, and the other by 
land, the assistance of France might be:re- 
quested against the liberties of the subjects 
of this realm. Although he did not state 
this as case very probable, yet he thought 
the.bare possibility of it made it an abject 
worth: consideration, As to the navy, he 
had,such a high opinion both of the skill 
” of its officers, and of the great reputation} 
it had gained (a reputation which would do 
more than any thing else to preserve its su- 
periority), that be felt confident that France 
and Spain could never equalit, He there- 
fore diflered much froin some of his hanour- 
able friends on the subject of invasion. He 
by no means dreaded invasion. He thought 
we had, in the first place, a powerful. se- 
curity in the superiority of our navy ; and, 
ju the second place, in the spirit of the 
British nation, which, he was convinced, 
was abundantly sufficient to triumph, ulti- 
mately, overyany army that could invade 
this country. : When he was asked, then, 
why do you want a greater army? have we 
not soldiers, enough to defend the country? 
he should answer, ‘* we have enough, and 
more than enough.” .So far from thinking 
the number too few to defend the country, 
he would state most distinctly, that if he 
saw any prospect of recovering for Europe 
what had been lost in. the late unfortunate 
campaign, he should have no objection to 
risk a part of the army. we possess in the 
attempt. He thought, that we should think 
of acting offensively in the war, as far as our 
powers extended. Although the disposable 
force of this country bore but a small pro- 
’ portion to the French armies ; yet, it did 
not follow, that we should not.be able, at 
some future period, to give a powerful and 


effectual assistance to some of those nations 
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which France, in her ambition for extending 
her power, may hereafter chouse to attack, 
He was always an eager and ardent friend 
of peace, and he was still a friend of peace, 
He indeed wished for such.a peace as could 
be made dn tolerable terms ; but then the 
character of the peace he wished for was, 
that it should preserve our connections 
with the continent of Europe, and not 
give up any thing which the point of hos 
nour forbade us to give up. If such a peace 
were made, he hoped the nation would not 
uselessly retain the passions of war ina time 
of peace. As to what regarded the point 
of honour, be considered it still, as he had 
often stated it, as a matter of the highest. 
importance among nations, and one of the 
few legitimate grounds of war. In the con- 
sideration of the force that the country re 
quired at the present time, it would not be 
sufficient to talk of what it was in the time 
of king William and queen Anne, and say, 
that it is now double or treble what it was 
at that time. ‘The question was, what was 
sufficient for the circumstances in whieh 
the country was now placed, and for the 
objects it had in view? If its objects were, 
as he conceived they ought to be, to be 
able to render, at some future day, impor- 
tant services to the continental nations, it 
was evident that our army ought to be ins 
creased; and he kuew no better means of 
doing it, than by adopting the system which 
was proposed by his right hon. friend. The 
military measures which had been proposed 
in the course of the war, were merely tem. 
porary measures. When a great alarm of 
invasion had been spread, it was natural 
to call upon all hands to repel it. The 
object, at the present day, was not so much 
to repel invasion, as to recover for the coun 
try that military rank and influence which 
it had, till very recently, preserved in Eu 
rope. He was more sanguine in the im- 
mediate advantages of this measure, than 
was his right hon. friend, who introducedit, 
although, perhaps, not quite so sanguine as 
the (col. Craufurd) : be did 
conceive, that the great obstacle to the re- 
cruiting service, at present, was, the pre- 
judices of parents, who conceived that theit 
children were utterly lost and ruined, if they 
entered into the army, whether ‘in the ca 
valry or infantry. If this measure co 

remove this prejudice from the minds of 
fathers or mothers, it would remove the 
greatest obstacle that now stood in the way 
of the recruiting service, It would: not 


ony get a better description of -recruily 
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W@ithat which.wegld.be papular with one 
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"but would-make the recruiting service ope-| party to-day, and- unpopular with another: 


yate on a much more extensive description, | to-morrow, and, in the mean time, sacrifice 
tuking in the inhabitants of the country, | to popular caprice, or selfish considerations;- 


gs well as the population of the manufac- 


heen ut all mentioned; but, with respect to | dispensable duty, independent of all minor 
the allusion which had been made by the | considerations ; namely, adhering firmly to. 
hon. gent. to a late regulation, upon a prin-} those measures which appeared best in their: 


iple similar to that now proposed, namely, | conviction, regardless of any risk to which 


inlisting them, instead ot for life, only for | their popularity might be exposed : nor didt 
aterm of years, or during the war, he| any man, in bis mind, deserve the name of 
was surprised that the hon. gent. was not} statesman, who would not, under such cir~ 
acquainted who were the authors of that | cumstances, firmly adhere to this principles 
arrangements he would, however, inform | On the contrary, that minister who would 
the hon. gent. that it was made by his own | abandon it under such circumstances, would 
friends, the late administration, as the last | swerve from his duty, and act the part of @ 


act of their official authority, and it cer-|fool and a coward. 
tainly was the best of their whole admini-| they ought not to temporise. If they were’ — 


In times like these, 


stration; and, so far as it went, it was an|to be content to go on from day to day,’ 
irrefragable proof of the efficacy of the prin-| from expedient to expedient, trusting to 
ciple, as well in procuring a numerous and | chance, and consulting every fluctuation of 
rapid supply of recruits for the marine ser-| popular opinion, their task would be easy.: 
vice, unparalleled upon any former occa-| The coutse was before them, like virtue 
sion, a8 in Obtaining them from a better | and pleasure in the Grecian writer: the path: 
order of men. In answer to the arguments | to which the one led, arduous and difficult; 
of the hon, gent. against extending the same | the other, smooth and easy. But, if they 
principle to the army in general, he could | wished to be really useful to their country, 
only say, the principle, so far as it had been| they must often risk both their power and 


tied in the case just alluded to, and ac- 


their popularity. Holding a-firm and 


cording to the most general opinions of} tematic attention to public good, they might’ 
persons whom he considered the first mili-} sometimes fiud it necessary to act against 
tury authorities, not only in the present day, | the momentary influence of both; but, if 
but some years back, he considered, was a} they hesitated to do so, they would be po- 


good and an eligible one; and having heard 
noother plan, as yet proposed, at all likely 
typroduce similar effects, he should, there- 
fore;-adhere to and support this. Much 
damour had been raised against this prin- 
ciple, as new and untried ; and the alarm 
was loudly sounded, to warn his majesty’s 
ministers, against its adoption, lest they 
should render themselves unpopular to the 
whole country ; but, highly sensible as he 
was of the excessive ‘solicitude of those 
who used such arguments for the popularity 
of those ministers, he must beg leave to say, 
that however unwilling they were to op- 
pose their own opinions against those ex- 
pressed by the majority, or any great por- 
tion of the people of England, still they felt 
it their bounden duty, ‘at a crisis so ardent 
the present; to. temporise upon a 
measure of such vital importance to the 
‘curity of the country, under any appre- 
bension of risking a temporary unpopu- 
larity; for; if they.were to sufier their:con- 
inet, in concerns of such: importance, to be 
Mayed by such considerations, they might 


litical cowards, They would violate their 
duty, both as the servants of the crown, and: 
as members of parliament, if they were de-: 
terred, by such. considerations, from gi- 
ving their opinions, and pursuing what they: 
Mr. Perceval, after apologising for an 
attempt to trespass on the house at so ad« 
vanced an hour, promised to do it very 
briefly, and to confine himself to the ques- 
tion : in doing this, it would be impossible 


through the-wide and desultory field of are 
'gument he had adopted.. To some points 
of his speech, however, it would be neces 
sary to advert. Nobody, at least that-he 
had heard, had made any such assertion, 
as that it was not necessary to increase the 
army. The question was not about the ne+ 
cessity. of increase, but the mode of effecte 
ing it; and the point now for the house to 
consider was, whether the measure pro-. 
}posed was not:.much more likely to 
minish than to increase the public force. 
Such. was the effect, however, which; he 
‘aa convinced, it was most likely to havew 


the real interest and security.of the empirey: 
turing towns. He was sorry the navy had | instead of doing that which was ‘their in | 


for him to follow the right hon. gent. . 
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He was glatl to hear from the right hon. gent. 
_ gucéb:a declaration as, that it was necessary, 
even in time of peace, to keep up a con- 
siderable forte, under the existing circum- 
stances of this country and of Europe, con- 
sidering the kind of enemy with whom we 
had to contend ; and he was the more glad 
to-hear this declaration, because it was so 
diametrically opposite to an opinion for- 
therly declared by the same right hon. gent., 
who said that our army ought to be reduced 
tothe lowest possible peace- establishment ; 
end that we ought to consider Buonaparte 

Merely as arrival m commerce. He coin- 
fiained much of the predicament, into 
-which the introduction of the proposed 
measure into a mutiny bill would throw 
the legislature, as by the introduction of a 
clause, having for its object the disposal of 
public money, if the other house of parlia- 
ment should exercise a privilege with that 
clause, which they had been often in the 
habit of assuming, the inevitable conse- 
quences would be, that the bill would be 
thrown out by this house, the existing 
Mutiny bill would expire, and the army of 
the country be, de facto, disbanded. The 
house, then, was pushed to the unfair al- 
ternative, of either adopting those proposi- 
tions without discussion, or, in taking time 
to discuss ‘them properly, incur the risk of 
disbanding the army. He was, therefore, 
_ef-opinion, that the Mutiny bill ought not 
to be clogged with those clauses; but that 
they should be the subject of a separate bill, 

- and thereby ample time allowed for dis- 
eussion. The right hon. gent. had affected 
torridicule the arguments of those who had 
before complained of delay in bringing 
forward ‘those propositions, and now com- 
‘plained of the precipitancy of urging them 
 toadecision: but/he would ask, was it not 
much more ridiculous for those who had so 

their own proposition, to 
- endeavour to atone for their delay by an 
wnwarrantable precipitancy, in hurrying the 
house to a-decision upon a measure with- 
out time to discuss it. Such was the con- 
sequence-of that miserable botchery of le- 
_gislature, so disgraceful to ministers, in 
twice successively coming forward with a 
Mutiny bill for a month, instead of taking,’ 


as ‘be had advised ‘the seeretary at war, two'} 


tmonths for the last Mutiny bill at once, 
which-would have afforded ample ‘time to’ 
discuss those: propositions! But le not only. 
eomplained of the precipitancy with which 


being allowed that light upon the subject 
which the opinions received from military 


nisters, would have reflected. He argued, 
that the great majority of 
were decidedly against the discharge of men 
in time of war; and that the opinions of 


marine officers, and still more especially of 


artillery officers, had not been consulted ; 
although it was their unanimous Opinion, 
thatthe discharging men at the end of seven 
years would be the ruin of their corps, who 
would only have completed their trainin 

by that time. The hon. and learned member 
then proceeded to compare the expences at 
which the country would derive the services 
of the soldier for a limited period, with 
those which it now paid for the services of 
the soldier for life.. In the latter case, the 
highest bounty was but 16 guineas; upon 
the former, though the hon. gent. had not 
condescended to name any rate, yet it 
could not be presumed less than 12 gui- 
neas ; and then 5 guineas for ‘eligi of 
bounty at the expiration of 7 years. The 
weekly sixpences on the second 7 years, 
would amount to 9/. 2s.; thet: the renewed 
bounty for the last 7 years, reckoned at 
only 3 guineas; the weekly shillings would 
add 18/. 4s. more. The soldier, then, sup- 
posing he inlisted at twenty, would be aged 
forty-one years when he would be entitled 
to his discharge and pay for life, at 1s. per 
day; which, reckoning it only at eight years 
purchase, and adding it to the former sums, 
would amount to a Bounty, or bonus, al. 
together, of 230/. per man ; while, at pre- 
sent, the country derived the unlimited ser 
vice of the soldier, for life, at a total ex- 
pence of only 16 guineas ; and supposing 
the soldier, in the former instance, to claim 
his discharge at the end of 14 years, he 
would then have stood the country in 80/, 
or 90/. ; considering, therefore, the com- 
parative expence as enormous, and the 
Ladoption of such an expence wholly un- 
Tiecessary, as the country already possessed 


‘ample means of recruiting its armies with _ 


out, he shotild oppose the motion,—The 
comtnittee then divided on bringing up the 
clause: For the clause 254; Against it 125, 
Majority 129. b 
Upon our return itito the gallery, we 
found the‘house in debate, which lasted til 
‘half past six o'clock. The ministets wished 
have the clause read a-second time. NO 
Jess than seven divisions took place ; 'fout 


that-they wore: called on to decide, without 


the house was puslied to a decision ; but [e which were tipon a tepetition of the mio- 


officers of distinction, by his mee mi- : 


tion, “Phat the chairman dd now 
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the principle of the clause. 

HOUSE OF LORDS: 

f Mondiy, June 2. 

f 

second time.Mr. Alderman Combe 

0 par and Skinner-street Lottery bill; which 

at 

BS adduced on the trial of lordeviscouat Mel- 
th ville. The house continued to sit till 12 
of 

he the sabject was postponed till to-morrow, 
on 

ot ‘HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

it Monday, June 2. 

[Mixvres. ] The Surry Iron Railway bill 

0 

he don Iron Railway bill; which were respec- 
rs, tively ordered to be committed.—On the 
ed motion of Mr. Calcraft, a new writ was or- 

at if dered to be issued for the borough of Honi- 
uld ton, in the room of the hon. Cavendish 
ie Bradshaw, who, since his election, had ac- 
i cepted the office of one of the tellers of his 
led majesty’s exchequer—Sir W. Curtis pre- 
per sented a petition from the shipbuilders, 
mastmakers, blockmakers, boatbuilders, 
ims, &. of London, against the American Inter- 

course bill.«-The Philanthropic Society In- 
Pree corporation bill was read a 2d time, and 
Se- @ ordered to be committed.—Mr. Vansittart 
€X- @ obtained leave to bring in a Bill to abolish 
S105 the fees.of the Custom-house Officers of the 
lai B Port of London, and to regulate the atten- 
be dance of the said officers.—-Mr. Vansittart 
80 observing that a paper relative to the 
om Barrack Department had been omitted by 
te anoble lord, in his motion the other night, 

bie moved, that there be laid before the house 
ref a copy of the letter from major Davis, as- 
“@ sistant barrackmaster-general in the Isle of 
i he Wight, dated the 31st of January, 1806; 
fogether with a copy of the affidavit of W. 
1255 Ward, transmitted therewith. Ordered. 

i On the motion of Mr. Vansittart, the house 

p til Went into a committee of supply; to which 
“hed the accounts, presented on Friday last, re-, 
; No tive to the amount and, issue of Exche- 
“font quer bills was. referred. A resolution, that 
of 4,500,0001., in exchequer bills, be 
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chair”? The business terminated by the|chequer bills issued for the service of the | 

eaker's suggesting, that an amendment] year 1805, now outstanding and not 
should be proposed on Monday, pro forind, | charged, was agreed to; and the house being 
so as to admit of a farther discussion on|resunted, the report Was ordered to be res | 


{ceived to-morrow. | 

| [Arrairs o¥ Mr. Parl gave no- 
tice, that,on Monday next, he would present . 
a third charge against marquis Wellesley. — 


[Mivvtzs.] The Irish Revenue Collec-| Lord Temple wished to know from the - 
tion bill, and the Irish Malt bill, were read} hon, gent., when it was his intention to 


move some specific day for the house taking » 


pronght up from the commons the Temple-| into consideration the charges which he-had - 


already brought forward? it was the mote 


was read a first time.~Strangers were then | necessary, that no time should be lost, as : 
excluded, and their lordships proceeded to | a direct charge of murder had been brought» 
' gesume the consideration of the evidence | against the noble lord; and should the hon, 


gent. decline fixing any day, he himself in» 
tended to move for some specific day, on: 


dclock, when the further consideration of | which the charges might be considereds 


Mr. Paull answered, that all the papers,’ 
on which the charges were founded, were 
not yet before the house, though it was. 
likely they would be presented to~morrow,, 
When the papers were presented, he should: 


was read a 2d time ; as was also the Croy*| propose an early day. for their considera« 


tion, though, in this matter, he was res 
solved to consult only his own ideas.; He 
also complained, that certain: papers:had) 
been detained at the board of controul..: 
Sir Arthur Wellesley expressed a similar 
impatience, that the charges against his 
noble relation should be, as speedily as pos 
sible, brought under the consideration of 
the house, and particularly that which con- 
veyed an accusation of murder. He ob= 
served, that though the papers alluded ta. 
were not regularly transmitted to the board,. 
yet they were to be found in the detail of 
Bengal transactions for 1803. 
[Prorerry Duty Bitt.}, Lord Henry. 
Petty gave notice, that, before: the close of 
the present session, he should move for 
leave to bring in a bill to allow exemptions: 
from the Property Tax to persons, in cer 
tain cases, having low incomes. and large: 
families, It would be recollected, that, when 
the Property Tax bill was under discussion, 
he had stated his opinion, that: these ex-; 
emptious could not be introduced into the: 
bill in, the same form’ as in! former bills,» 
without, materially. affecting the produce of 
the, tax; and.in ‘this: the; houseshad. ¢onm.i 
feurred, with hims., It was desirable, how-=; 
ever, that, in the.cqses to which he alluded, 
eyery reasonable reliéf should bei granted ;: 
and be had, the satisfaction. to state, that 
the;bill, which it was his intetion bring 
forward in the course of the present ses~ 


panied to his majesty, for paying off ex-| sion, would give the exemptions, without 
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- being liable to any of the objections that 
applied to his former mode, He took that 
opportunity too of stating, that in conside- 
ration of. the suggestions that had been 
thrown out by gentlemen, he meant to im- 
pose the duty on private brewing as an as- 
sessed tax, leaving out the excise clause 
altogether, which he had introduced only 
for the::purpose of giving an opportunity to 
the party, in cases wherein it appeared to: 
himithatsuch opportunity would be desi- 
rable... 

»Mr. Perceval: wished to know how the 
noble lord proposed to ascertain who were, 
and who were not, private brewers? 

‘Lord H. Petty replied, that persons 
charged to the assessed taxes, were to be 
required to give in a statement in their re- 
turns, whether or not they were private 

wers 

{Mutiny Bitt.] Mr. Secretary Wind- 
ham moved the order of the day, for the 
house to: go into a committee on the Mu- 
tiny bill. The house having resolved itself 
into the committee, and the question for 
filling up the blanks, in the form of the 
* gath to be taken by the soldiers hereafter 
to: be inlisted, with the number seven, 
being put, 

1 Lord Castlereagh rose. He thought that 


the whole of the clause relating to the li- 


mits of service should be left out. He 
took that opportunity of. stating bis ob- 
jections.to: the clause, which the more he 
considered, the more forcibly convinced 
him of the paramount duty of pressing his 
objections upon the attention of the house. 
He should, however, avoid going into the 
detail arising outof the question, and con- 
fine finiself in, that: instance to the promi- 
tent features of the measure. Every mem- 
ber mast bé aware of the painful difficul- 
ties, and the embarrassing situation in which 


_ the house was placed, by being called on| 


to decide on a detailed military question, 


with little notice, and little detailed mfor-| 


mation. If the right hon. secretary, with 
all his advantages, was four months in set- 
tling the details of his plan, it was rather 
embarrassing for parliament.to decide upon 


it-only three or four days after the Chelsea | 


bill had been laid on the'table, which was 

absolutely necessary in order:to form any 

correct opinion upon it; and there was an 

additional: difficulty, as the blanks in ‘the 

clause were not now filled up, and as much 

was.matter of regulation. But it was un- 

_dhecessarily embarrassing, because ministers 
withheld shat body of valable 


which they possessed, and even chan 

their opinions on some points, before their 
resolutions had passed. He owned fe 
thought that we came to the consideration 
of this plan under circumstances disgrade.. 
ful to the character of parliament and to 
the government. he noble lord then pro- 
ceeded to object strongly to the measure, 
as trenching on the prerogative of the 
crown, ‘There was no occasion for brit 
ing this to parliament at all, as it was ae 


{knowledged on the other side, that the 


crown might execute the measures which 
ministers had in view. In such a case it 
had never been the practice of parliament 
to proceed without a communication with 
the crown. Wifen additional pay was graiit 
ed to the navy in 1796, there was an act of 
parliament, indeed, on that occasion, bit 
then there was a previous order of council,’ 
and, therefore, this could not by any means 
be stated as a precedent. ‘This was depris 
ving the crown in some measure of thé 
power of the sword, which belonged by the 
constitution solely to the executive autho« 
rity, under the controul of parliament. ‘Ih 
‘no Instance was it ever proposed to trench — 
upon this power, except in the tory admis 
nistration under queen Anne. He con 
tended that his right hon. friend (Mr, Can 
ing) had been much misunderstood by the 
right hon. secretary of state (Mr. Fox) the 
other night, in stating the difference:bes 
tween a parliamentary army, and an 
army peculiarly belonging to the crown. . 
In such kinds of force as the mis 
litia and the additional force, raised for 
home defence, the parliament there might 
make terms and regulations, but such @ 
‘thing was never attempted, except in the 
above-mentioned instance, with regard to 
the regular army. Now, he wished to cone 
sider in what situation the crown stood at 
present, and in what situation it would 
stand, should the present plan be adopted. 
The crown at present might levy men in 
any mode, and under whatever regulations 
it thought proper, within the numbers and 
‘the expence limited by parliament. _ If this 
measure passed, it would be impossible tor 
it to raise men except for the term 
of 7 years, as directed by the ‘sche 
dule A. in this bill: It therefore limited 
|the power of the’ crown prodigiously in 
raising men. Where was the necessity for 
this? It was ‘said that the soldier would 
|have the security of parliament for the perm 
formance of engagements. It was ie 


ia invidious. in this case to make ad ' 
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 oflords was prevented from saying “ No” 


tinction between parliamentary security, 

dthe security afforded by the crown; but 
unfortunately for this- statement, the pur. 
pose might have been completely answered 
by directing an alteration in the articles of 
war, which were considered as law, and 
under which, after such alteration, the 
soldier might move his habeas corpus, and 
be regularly discharged at the proper time. 
He thought this then a most unadvised at- 
tack on the prerogative of the crown. But 
the means used were also highly objection- 
able. By looking at the journals of the 
house, it would be found, something similar 
to this was attempted in 1749, by Mr. Tho- 
mas Pitt, who, at a time when a great jea- 
lousy prevailed respecting the power of the 
crown, brought in a bill to provide that no 
officer should be retained in the service be- 

nd acertain period. This was rejected 
great majority. But Mr. ‘Thomas Pitt 
rested the matter on its own merits, where- 
as ministers now skulked behind the muti- 
ny bill. By this means the house was de- 
prived of the proper forms; and the house 


tothe measure, by its being tacked to a mo- 
ney bill, so that the lords could make no 
amendment without risking the joss of the 
bill altogether. But what was the situation, 
of the crown when it came to exercise its 
negative power on this bill? It would not 
have the power to object to it, otherwise, 
by the loss of the bill, it would be left 
without an army, or at least without the 
means of controlling it. It was impossi- 
ble, then, that the measure could be con- 
sidered as having been submitted to the 
house with any degree of fairness upon its 
own merits. It was open to all the objec- 
tions that existed to the tacking of measures 
which might be offensive to the crown, but 
which the commons wished to carry, to 
money bills. Upon the impropriety of 
such a proceeding, he read a quotation 
from Mr. Hatsell, who stated that such a 
conduct was highly irregular, and a breach 
of the rules aud orders of parliament. He 
also read his observations upon the tory 
Measure in 1704, when they wished to 
Carry the bill against occasional conformity. 
Their proceedings, Mr. Hatsell stated, as 
tending to create confusion in the govern- 
ment, to force a peace, and to render our 
allies disposed to accept of such terms as 
they could procure for themselves, and as 
_Fratice would offer. These observations 
i he thought very applicable to. the present 
‘ese. He concluded this point with saying, 
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‘that the crown was degraded by the mea~ 


sure, as it could not even raise a black 
regiment for the defence of the colonies, 
except on the terms here prescribed. The 
noble lord then proceeded to observe, that 
he agreed in the propriety of raising a 
greater force than we had at present, though, 
at the same time, he contended that having 
now 25,000 men more than we ever had 
before, the events of the late unfortunate 
campaign were not owing to our want of 
a large disposeable force, as, besides the 
25,000 men which had been sent abroad, 
it was intended to have sent 40,000 men, 
forming the finest army ever sent from this 
country, had circumstances turned out in 
a way that could have permitted it. But 
as more men were certainly wanted than 
we had at present, he would proceed to the 
policy of the plan itself. If he had pro-. 
posed the plan, it would certainly have been 
supposed that he had committed a blunders 
when he began his increasing the arm; by 
abolishing a plan which procured about 
15,000 men annually, and by dismissing 
6,000 veterans, and all those who had com- 
pleted their twenty-one years’ service. He 
commented on the wildness of the scheme, 
and the romantic disposition of the right 
hon. gent. with his agricultural arguments, 
which had been so well answered by his 
right hon. friend near him (Mr. Canning). 
But before he considered whether the mea- 
sure would increase the army, he must ob- 
serve, that we should stand worse with this 
plan, than with our three species of force. 
It was the policy of this country to have a 
great part of our force of such a description 
that it could be reduced in time of peace, 
and easily assembled again in time of war. 
The militia was of this nature, but the re« 
gulations relative to its officers made it im- 
possible to carry it to a proper extent, and 
therefore it was in the contemplation of his 
late right hon. friend (Mr. Pitt) to have 
had another force, which might be officered 
in the regular way, and still have the ad- 
vantage of being disbanded in time of 
peace, and readily assembled in time of 
war, But, under the present plan, when 
the soldier was engaged for general service, 
we had no alternative left to keep him 
even in time of peace or discharge him al- 
together. The plan therefore was a bad 
one, supposing it to be successful, which 
he did not think it would be. But, then it 


was said, that the soldiers would be of a 
better description, as they would have op- 
portunities of seeing more’ service. But, 
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he contended that, supposing regiments that 
went abroad, to stay ten years, very little of 
the entire mass could be accustomed to 
foreign service. But if he was of opinion 
that the plan was a misfortune, even if it 
succeeded, how could he suppose that it 
would be able to meet all the waste which 
it would be called upon to supply ? He ad- 
verted to the experiment that had been 
made of limited service during the Ameri- 
_ €an war, on grounds more inviting than at 
present, and stated, that in one year during 
- that war, 25,000 men had been procured, 
but that during the late war, 42,000 men had 

been recruited in one year, But we were 

not without the means of forming some 


' estimate of the effects of limited service on 


the recruiting even at present. About 500 
parties had been lately recruiting for ge- 
-neral service, and they had in one year 
raised abovel 1,000 men for general service, 
end for life, while 260 parties, recruiting 
for limited service, had raised only 4,500 
men. He further supported his argument 
by adverting to the recruiting for general 
and limited service from the militia at dif- 
ferent periods, and especially to the re- 
eruiting from the Irish militia, where a 
‘bounty of ten guineas was offered by mar- 
quis Cornwallis for limited service, and of 
4welve guineas for general service. In that 
‘instance, 9000 had accepted of the 12 gui- 
~neas for general service, and 300 only had 
“accepted the ten guineas for’ limited ser- 
‘vice, and that too by the advice of their 
colonel. Now after this, what dependence 
‘could be placed upon limited service, con- 
sidered as an inducement to the recruits? 
-He contended that, in giving a vested right 
-to the soldier to a future advantage, the 
-erown must be degraded in his eyes, and 
the principle was, besides, fallacious even as 
‘to its own objects. The incentives which the 
‘right hon. secretary held out to induce men 
to enter the service, would have but little 
effect with inconsiderate people, who would 
prefer half-a-crown at the moment, to any 
"ee sa of future advantage. But the right 
on. secretary was alarmed at the waste 

: which his plan would occasion, and accord- 
ingly, in order to guard against it, redueed 
himself to greater and greater difficulties. 
- By his plan a soldier who had served § 
ears, might have a pension of 18/. though 

e served more. But, as to the discipline 
of the troops, there was no doubt that this 
would be superior in troops who served for 

- Jife, than in the army which would be esta- 
blished upon his mercantile principles. But 
there were two bad effects of the plan which 


could not be denied by the. author of it, 
He had often, while on the opposition side of 
‘the house, declaimed against the plan of re. 


enlisting men, yet his army would be liable 
to this objection in a high degree; and be. 
sides, how were the places of those men 
to be supplied, whose time was almost ou 


|when a regiment was to be seut on colonial 


service? An hon. colonel (Craufurd) had 
said that they might be supplied from the 
‘second battalions ; but this was resorti 


‘to the old abominable system of drafting, 


After all the discussion on this plan, then, 
we were only to come to this, that, instating 
these evils, a hope was expressed that they 
might be remedied. The right hon. secres 
tary had either very modestly or very boldly 
stated, that he would not enter upon a des 
tailed calculation of the waste and the ex- 
pense that would atteud his plan. But as 
he had not done it, it was the more neces. 
sary that others should do it. His lordship 
then took the number of the army, inclu. 
ding cavalry, artillery, and non-commis- 
sioned officers, at 250,000 men ; which was 
as high a rate as could be on any hand ex- 
pected from this plan. He had not are. 
turn, however, upon which he could calcu- 
late as to the army in general; but he 
had returns of the seven battalions of the 
guards, from which an idea might be. 
formed, though a vague one, of the whole, 
An hon. friend of his bad stated that the 
expence of every individual to the country 
would be 230/. per man more than at pre- 
sent. But a calculation of the expense of 
one man was not sufficient. According to 
his lordship’s calculation, there Could 
waste of 30,000 men in each year after the, 
period of 14 years had elapsed, supposing 
that none enlisted afterwards ; but supposing 
that one-half of them enlisted again, still 
there would be a waste of 15,000 men ane 
nually, under this plan, without reckoning 
the ordinary casualties. His lordship then 


‘entered upon a calculation of the expense, 


He thought that the right hon. gent. could 
not, with any hopes of success, reduce the 
present bounty one sixpence. Supposing, 
then, 16 guineas bounty to each man for 
the original recruiting, and 8 guineas for 
the subsequent periods, the annual sum 
would be 360,000 guineas, or 380,000/. 
Then he came to the increased pay, 
which he calculated at 162,000/, @ 
year, But the most gloomy part of the 
whole was the subject of the pensions; for 
it would have very little effect as to the Te- 
cruiting, and would be tremendous in point 
of expense. The pensions allowed at the 
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‘end of 14 years, he contended, were a 
‘pounty for leaving the service, which would, 
for the most part, be almost irresistible. 
He supposed that, at the end of 14 years’ 
service, the average age of each man might 
be about 40 years. By a reference to the 
tables of Halley, and to the insurance offi- 
tes, he found that the average calculations 
upon'a man’s life, from that period, were 
92 years. ‘Fhe amount of the expense, 
therefore, at the end of 22 years from the 
second period of service, would be792,000/. 
His lordship then calculated the expense of 
those who should have their pensions after 
having completed their 21 years’ service, 
and this proceeding upon the same data as 
to the value of their lives, he found would 
in the end amount to 684,000/. per annum. 
The whole would stand thus: bounties, 
$80,000/.; increased pay, 162,000/.; pen- 
sions at the end of 14 years’ service,7 92,000/.; 
pensions at the same rate after 21 years’ 
service, 684,000/,; making a total of 
2,018,000/., independent of any additional 
pay that might be in contemplation for the 
officers of the army. Ft might be said, that 
this would admit of a reduction in time of 
peace, but, unfortunately, the plan left the 
qualification of the men going on, even in 
time of peace, when they were exposed to 
very little service, which left no chance of 
‘areduction. Upon-a subject of such ma- 
‘terial importance to the welfare of the 
country he did not see how any principle 
of delicacy, or fancied danger, should de- 
ter him, as a member of parliament, from 
a performance of his duty, in considering 
the application which this system had to 
the other essential service of the navy. 
He would appeal to the noble lord at the 
chead of the admiralty board, and ask him, 
whether it was right or just that the nation 
should be embarked in this new system of 
‘expense, to make future provisions for sol- 
diers, and make no corresponding one for 
sailors ? How would it be felt, or what im- 
pression was it likely to create, if the ma- 
‘Tines on board a ship were, at the expira- 
‘tion of certain periods, to be entitled to 
‘advantages which were withheld from the 
tailors, who completed the same period of 
service, were exposed to the same or greater 
hardships and dangers, and to whom the 
country was so much indebted for its secu- 
fity and safety. It was true, that. they 
‘were liable, according to ancient usage, 
to be dragged into the service by compul- 
‘Sion, without being offered any additional 
‘iiducement ; but was it consistent with po- 


[490 
licy or liberality, that this argument of pee 
culiar hardship was to be turned. against 
them? If then, which he must suppose to 
be the case, the marines were meant to be 
included in the new arrangements to arise 
out of this system, the annual expense 
upon the country could not be calcula- 
ted at less than three millions of mo« 
ney. These last observations, he said he 
thought it his duty merely to advert to, 
but not for any invidious purpose, or.with 
the view of provoking any discussion of 
them at present. His lordship then pro- 
ceeded to observe on the seriousness of 
such an additional expense upon the coun- 
try: much to the credit, as he thought, of 
the present administration, they had in @ 
late instance most wisely and manfully come 
to the resolution of raising so large a pro- 
portion of the supplies within the year, as 
un augmentation of 10 millions by means 
of an extension of the property tax, and 
that for the purpose of relieving posterity 
from the pressure of no more than half a 
million annually which would be sufficient 
to defray the interest of that sum of mo- 
ney; but posterity would have but little 
reason to applaud the spirit and liberality 


of the present times, if, at the same time - 


that we were preserving them from the pres- 
sure of half a million, we should, by this 
extravagant and inconsiderate system, sad- 
dle them with a burthen of three millions 
a-year. He then concluded with a recapi- 
tulation of his arguments, in which he 
trusted, that he had satisfactorily shewn, 
that the plan was a wanton encroachment 
on the prerogative of the crown; that it 
could not make the army better than it was 
before ; that there was no ground from past 
experience for supposing that a limited 
would produce more men than an unlimited 
service; that it subverted the relation in 
which the crown now stood with the army of 
the country; that it would be injurious to 
the discipline of the service; that it would 
create great waste, not only of the effective 
numbers of the army, but of that treasure 
also which the country could not bear if it 
should have to contend for its existence by 
the exertion of its own remaining resour- 
ces; and finally, that being fatal in all 
these points, it would also materially a- 
bridge the power of the crown, 

Mr. Grattan thought the noble lerd 
might have been more moderate in his 
strictures on this plan, when some plan 
was confessedly necessary, and neither the 


noble lord himself, nor any of bis associates, 
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had any plan to offer. Something calcu- | 
pied to keep up and recruit our military 

ree was, on all hands, allowed to be de- 
sirable ; and the only question was, as to 
that which was most advisable to promote 
the object which all professed a wish to pro- 
mote. Several recommended a reliance on 
the ordinary recruiting alone, which, it was 
now evident, could not be conducted with- 
out high bounties ; but the opinion of the 
majority, with whom he certainly concurred, 
was, that limited service should be resorted 
to. Much encouragement to act upon this 
Opinion was tu be derived from experience. 
Notwithstanding the assertion of the noble 
lord, that all experience was against the ex- 
periment of the right hon, secretary, he as- 
serted the contrary. For, in the American 
war, 78,000 men had been raised upon 
terms of limited service ; and such a num- 
ber surely served to shew, that these terms 
were not likely to be ineffective. These 
terms had, indeed, always proved produc- 
tive. They were so in the last French war. 
But how did they succeed in the operation 
of those measures, in the support of which 
the noble lord himself was so forward? 
What were the Army of Reserve and the 
Additional Force acts, but measures of li- 
mited service? The manner in which the 
noble lord had argued on this occasion, in 
-@pposition to a principle which he had so 
often supported before, was certainly some- 
what liable to the charge of inconsistency. 
The noble lord had gone into a long cal- 
culation, to shew that immense expence 
would result from the adoption of the pro- 
posed plan; which expence was to consist 
of bonusses to the army; and yet, at the 
conclusion of the noble lord’s speech, he 
asserted, that this expence would have no 
efiect. whatever upon the recruiting of that 
army. An increase of pay was to be the 
consequence of 7 years’ service; a still 
greater increase, of 14 years; and further 
“advantages were to be the reward of re- 


maining 21 years in the service, Still, ac- 
cording to the noble Jord, this improvement 
_of the soldier’s condition was to form no 


additional allurement to those disposed to 
If the noble 
Jord’s statement were just, that, in general, 


men were rather inclined to prefer un- 
jimited to limited ‘service; that the one 


was productive to a great degree, and the 
other to a very little, there was aw egre- 
gious error in the calculation of those mi- 
nisters who drew up the Army of Reserve 


end Additional Force acts; for, instead of 
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granting a bounty to such men as yolun, 
teered from limited to unlimited service, | 
government should have had a drawback 
from them. But, to be serious, it was ims 
possible that the limitation of service should 
have no. influence in obtaining recruits, or 
that men should not be more willing to’en- 
gage for 7 years, than for an indefinite pes 
riod. Among other calculations, which 
seemed to rest upon very questionable data, 
the noble lord had estimated the life ofa 
man at the age of 40 so high as 22 years, 
He was ready to admit, that the noble lord 
must have had much difficulty to encounter - 
in such calculations ; but yet it must be 
felt by every man, that when the noble lord 
was calculating upon grounds very little 
better than loose conjecture, with a view to 
deprecate a system for which he offered no 
substitute whatever, he ought, at least, to 
have kept within the bounds of moderation, 
If the noble lord had made any proposition 


would have been much more entitled to 
attention. But the noble lord offered no- 
thing. Ordinary recruiting, the noble lord 
had, for years, repeatedly maintained was 
inadequate to supply the wants of the army, 
and therefore he could not recommend it 
in the present instance; nor did he say 
that the ballot ought to be revived, ora 
requisition attempted. Even the Additio- 
nal Force act the noble lord would not en- 
force; for, to enforce it would be to pro- 
duce no men, but money, as the noble lord 
knew. The question was, as to the choice 
between requisition and inducement. What 
would the noble lord desire? He would 


he attempt to support unlimifed bounties; 
yet, if those bounties were not tolerated, 
recourse must be had to other inducements, 
Parliament must resort to the one or to the 
other ; either to unlimited bounties, which 
operated as a premium for desertion, or li- 
mited service, which held out allurements 
to the recruit, by conferring a benefit upon 
the soldier.—In one part of the noble lord’s 
speech, it was remarkable that he talked 
much of the length of a man’s life, which, 
according to his estimate, generally reached 
to 60 years. Here, however, it was the 
noble lerd’s object, to enlarge the amouat 
of the expence to be incurred by the. right 
hon. setretary’s project. But yet, when he 
came to that part where it was. desirable 0 
him to depreciate the operation of this pre 
ject, the noble lordmaintained, that, 7 years 


estimate 'of aman'é 
| 


in lieu of that which he condemned, he . 


not surely support requisition ; nor would” 


q 
| 
| 
| 
1 
i! 
| | 


Ent 


PARL. DEBATES, Juwx 2, 1806.—Mutiny Bill—Limited Service: [49 


jife, the people would be as little influenced | 


the mention of that period, as if it were 
sed to them to inlist for life. Upon 

such an estimate of a man’s life, and the 
observation deduced from it, it was un- 
necessary to argue. Common sense must 
suggest to any man a sufficient answer to it. 
He would appeal to the plainest under- 
sanding, whether, if a tenant who held a 
jease for 7 years, were to apply to his land- 
lord to exchange it for a lease of his life, 
the landlord would listen to the proposi- 
tion? or whether, if a tenant held a lease 
for life, he would accede to the proposal 
df his landlord, to exchange it for one of 
qyears? To state such acase, was enough 
toexpose the futility of the remark alluded 
to. But to return to the subject of limited 
wivice, the principle was not only sanc- 
tioned by the measures to which he had al- 
feady referred, but particularly recognized 
by that provision which granted a bounty 
tosuch men as volunteered from the li- 
mited to unlimited service. There was, 
however, much more in the right hon. se- 
cretary’s plan than mere limited service, 
to\procure soldiers, and to please the pub- 
lie. "But the noble lord’s objection seemed 
principally ‘to apply to limited service. 
The noble Jord himself, however, bore tes- 
timony to the effects which must arise from 
juch a measure, when he stated that its 
sdoption would tend to nothing less than 
to create a mutiny among the veterans in 
the army, and also to excite discontents in 
thenavy. And why? truly because it pro- 
posed to confer what the noble lord con- 
sidered as an extraordinary benefit on the 
amy. But, upon this point, it was to be 
fecollected, that although in the American 
war 78,000 men were raised for limited 
service, and in the last French war 40,000, 
still no symptom of discontent appeared 
among the veterans or the navy. But the 
idea of such discontent existing was quite 
preposterous. To suppose that any dis- 
content could arise in the navy in conse- 
quence of any military arrangement benefit- 
ing the soldiery, would be to indulge a sup- 
Position by no means honourable to, or con- 
listent with, the character of those who be- 
longed to our navy. Asto the veterans, the 
foble lord’s argument stood thus : the army 
Were satisfied without any addition to their 
pay or pensions; and yet, when an addition 
Was to be made to both, they were, the 
toble lord stated, to become extremely dis- 
@atented. So much with regard to the 


likely to arise from the plan, and the new 
operation of the inducements which it held 
out. Now, as to the connection which the 
project under discussion had with the cause 
of liberty, the noble lord seemed to argue 
as if to give the soldier an interest in civil 
liberty, to furnish him with additional rea~ 
sons for attachment to the constitution of 
his country, was to damp his zeal. What? 
that when the pay of a soldier was ine 
creased ; when his period of service was 
limited ; when he had the prospect of re« 
turning to the enjoyment of his country’s 
rights, that he would be less eager in her 
cause! If that were really the case, that 


could serve to animate a soldier’s mindy 
that an English soldier would be insensible; 


incredible ; but, if it were so, then 
land was to be defended by satellites, and 
not by soldiers; and the constitution was 
to rely, for its security, on an army ims 
sensible to its value, and unworthy of li« 
ving under its auspices. If the English 
were really such a force,, then the old exe 
eitement to patriotic valour, the pro aris.e8 
focis, had ceased to have its weight.’ df such 
degeneracy had taken place, an army ef 
Persians, or Mamelukes, would answer as 
well for the defence of this country ; for, 
according to this, our army was become 
mere machines, and ceased to be Englishes 
men; if such were the case, how much had 
all the provisions failed, which were taken 
to attach the military to the constitution of 
the country ! in fact, to interfuse;.as much 
as was practicable, the military with the 
civil character. With that view, militany 
officers were permitted to sit in parliament, 
‘notwithstanding their dependence on the 
crown. This permission was always ale 
lowed, from the evident policy of cultivas 
ting an intercourse between the military 
and the constitution of the country, The 
officer, from such an intercourse, was, of 
course, more likely ‘to excite, in the minds 
of the soldiery, a just reverence for free+ 
dom; and, when a soldier was furnished 
with a comfortable livelihood, that must — 
naturally tend. to enhance his estimate of 
himself and his country.. Indeed; 
was ever to be found, in the military cha+ 
racter, by whom liberty had been always 
so highly prized, as by the old English sok 
dier.—One of the objects of the right hon, 
secretary's ‘to give the soldiera 
competent, subsistence ; and af this he par- 


lord’s allusion to the discontents 
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ticularly approved, Livery sentiment of 


when all the motives were afforded which: ~ 


that he would be damped ; the thing was - 
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humanity, justice, and policy, called for the 
assignment of an adequate provision to the 
soldiery, after they had become uneble to 
serve. This, too, holding out to them the 
prospect of having a permanent interest in 
the state, formed an additional stimulus to 
their zeal while in the service. To create 
this interest had always been the policy of 
wise states. The Romans would admit vone 
into the army, but those who were possessed 
of property ; because,’ without it, they did 
. not suppose that men were likely to feel 
much interest in the state. In consequence 
of this, the population were divided into 
six classes; the lowest of whom, because 
destitute, were deemed unworthy to be 
trusted with arms. That wise people were, 
therefore, particular about the construction 
and character of their army; and so they 
continued until towards the period of their 
decline. They then changed their system; 
they entrusted their defence to prextorian 
bands, and their liberty was soon the vic- 
tim. Their bands became bad soldiers, as 
well as bad subjects ; and they soon waited 
on their emperor, to request his order to 
assassinate the senate. This institution ha- 
ving extinguished the liberty of the Ro- 
mans, that people, because they soon felt 
they had nothing to fight for, speedily lost 
their greatness, their independence, and 
character. The consequences the Romans 
experienced, from committing their coun- 
to the protection of satellites, were 
twofold : first, their constitution was. lost ; 
secondly, their army degenerated, and be- 
came terrible only to their friends, while 
became insignificant in the estima- 

tion of their enemies. Another reason for 
keeping up and improving the character of 
our army, arose out of a consideration of 
our present circumstances with regard to 
‘France. The flower of the French, said the 
right hon. gent., which is prepared to act 
against you, must not be opposed by the 
refuse of the English. _I do not, of course, 
mean to call the generality of your army 
the refuse of your country ; but, certainly, 
you may have a better sort; and, unless 
you combat the flower of the enemy with 
the flower of your own people, your case is 
perilous. But, if you will bring forward 
the force which it is in your power to col- 
lect, inspired with the disposition which 
Englishmen never fail to feel when con- 
tending for their country ; fired with that 
spirit which is the natural result of their 
constitution, with:the public mind, as it 


were, marching along their lines, _ can | 


be no doubt as to the issue of the contest, 

What any army are competent to, the Bri: 

tish people are competent to, when pros 

perly marshalled; and the right hon, secre. 

tary’s plan is calculated to produce that 

eflect. The people are to be trained; and 

thus the casualties in the army, in the event 
of invasion, may be filled up. By similag 
means, the Fabian general was enabled ig 

maintain himself upon the Sabine hill, una 

til he found it convenient to come down 

upon the enemy. If the Romans were not 

a military people, Fabius could not have 

so acted, and saved Rome ; and, if you are 

placed on the same footing, neither your, 

independence nor your liberty are. safes 

you must, indeed, become either a military 

government or a military people ; you have 

such an armed regular army in the country, 

at this moment, as leave your liberties, nots 

withstanding your volunteers, almost-at the 

mercy of the crown, if a king chose to try 

the experiment. I know we have every see 

curity against any such attempt in the cha 

racter of the present family on the thrones 

but I wish to consider the king in the abe 

stract, without considering who may be 

king at the time. I would exhort. you to 

take every means of interweaving the in- 

terests of the army with your civil rights, | 
Such conduct is necessary to maintain the 
character of your army, and the safety and 
the constitution of your country. As to 
your constitution, indeed, if that were gone, 
your national safety could not long survive 
it; for the spirit which results from the one, 
is that, alone, which can preserve the other, 
If your constitution were no more, the con- 
flicts to be expected between the crown and 
the people would speedily bring you to fight 
the battles of France in England. Theres 
fore, the right hon. secretary has been wise, 
in sO connecting the popular with the regue 
lar army, and so interesting the latter ig 
popular rights, as to guard against, such 
dangers as I have alluded to. This brings 
me to consider the assertion, that the inter 
ference of this house is an encroachment on 
the royal prerogative. But+the annual dis 
cussion of the Mutiny bill is a sufficient ane 
swer to that assertion. The assertion 

have alluded to,.I maintain to be, in the 
highest degree, unconstitutional ; and that 
the troops of the line are, strictly speaki 

a parliamentary army. The Mutiny bill 
indeed, on the face of it, recognizes the 
right and authority to which I refer ; ‘and 
any king, orany minister who should advis , 


, king to deal with that army in any manne 
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inconsistent with the prescription of parlia- 
ment, would be guilty of a breach of the 
Bill of Rights. The noble lord, instead 
of augmenting the difficulties which the 
right hon. secretary had to encounter, 
should rather endeavour to remove them. 
The public mind should go along with the 
measure. (Hear ! hear!) You should be more 
adverse to France than to one another; and 
this is not a time to be occupied about little 
dbjects. You must, said the right hon. gent,, 
direct your minds to higher considerations, 
than those discontents which, we are told, 
may possibly arise among the navy, or 
among veteran soldiers. Let your difficul- 
ties be measured by your danger; and those 
dificulties must be great, that should ob- 
struct your progress. Look at the perilous 
grandeur of the power that assails you, and 
reflect upon the ineans necessary to main- 
tain your own elevation. Do not suffer 
yourselves to be drawn aside from the pro- 
er provisions for your security by financial 
calculations. You were told, that America 
could not support her expenditure, and 
must, therefore, submit to your arms. The 
game argument was applied to France. 
But the calculation was wrong with re- 
pect to both. The Americans and the 
French were victorious. When a great na- 
tion determines to sacrifice wealth, and 
maintain a great principle, there may be 
danger; there may be such a thing as death; 
but there cannot be defeat. 
The Master of the Rolls said, he well 
knew, and greatly respected, the abilities 
of the right hon. gent. who spoke last; but 
he thought him mistaken in his view of the 
noble lord’s argument, The right hon. gent. 
argued, that if the measure did not produce 
men, it would not be attended with expence: 
now, the objection was, that it would be at- 
tended with immense ex pence, without pro- 
ducing any men. The right hon. gent. com- 
mended the measure for merits which it did 
hot possess: for, surely, it did not go to 
gre any new civic benefits to the subject. 
the right hon. gent. also differed very 
widely from what the right hon. mover of 
this measure thought the soldier ought to 
be. If the right hon. gent. had heard the 
right hon. secretary’s opening speeeh, he 
would have heard him say, that the charac- 
ter of the soldier ought to be distinct from 
every thing else. The right hon. gent. 
Contended, that it ought to be united and 
blended with the character of the artisan. 
One general objection to the trial of this 
experiment was, that we had no experience 
Vor, VII. 


fto direct us; for, there was no exampie of. 
any country trying it, in the same manner,, 
to the same extent, and under the same cir-, . 
cumstances. The example of France was: 
cited, but with an admission, that there the: 
principle was found inconvenient as soon: 
as the American war broke out, and de+; 
parted from by a precise ordonnance, that: 
no man was to be discharged during the 
war. If an act of parliament could be vio- 
lated with as much levity here, as a royak 
ordonnance was there, the consideration 
would not be so serious. He was sure the 
hon. officer opposite, when he said, the 
other night, that the country would have: 
the benefit of this measure ten years before 
it would have any of the ill effects, did not’ 
mean, that, when the ill effects were ap< 
proaching, the bill might be repealed. Bes 
fore the public faith was pledged, it ought 
to be considered whether it could be kept, 
rather than lightly to give occasion for cirs 
cumstances, in which the public faith and 
public safety would be at variance. As to the 
authority of the crown, the Mutiny act took 
no power from the king which, by the cons 
stitution, he had; but came in aid of his 
authority, by fresh powers. Without the 
power of the Mutiny act, the king could 
not keep the army together, nor goverw it 
in time of peace; and, in many respects; 
there would be much difficulty in govern- 
ing it, in time of war, by the meré force of 
the prerogative. But this bill went to take 
from the king a power which, by the con- 
stitution, he was entitled to exercise; 
namely, that of inlisting men on any terms 
ofservice he should think proper. The idea, 
that the same faith was not to be placed in 
a pledge from the crown and a pledge from 
parliament, was highly to be censured. The 
faith of the crown had been always most 
scrupulously adhered to, though,sometimes, 
particular officers may have been guilty of 
misrepresentation or misconception. When 
atrial was made under the prerogative, the 
antient system would be more easily re+ 
verted to, if the new one was found not to 
be satisfactory. In recent times, several 
species of inlistment had béen tried by the 
authority of the crown: for life; for term 
of years; for servicé unlimited in space, and 
service more or less limited in that respect; 
and all these without prescribing any one 
cause, so that the general system of un- 
limited service was easily reverted to; when 
it was found desirable. But now, when 
the nation was told it was relieved from @ 
ag by the discontinuance of service for 
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life, and that a boon was given in tlie in- 
listment for term of years, how could the 
antient system be resorted to with justice 
or with safety, if, at-the-end of 16 years, 
it should be necessary? The difficulty of 
re-engaging men would be in proportion to 
the desire to have the men. In the dewial of 
the production of the opinions of the ge- 


lights to judge of the question. He was 
particularly at aloss to conceive, how the 
right hon. gentleman's plan could be ap- 
plied to the colonies. ‘This was-always the 
opinion of military men ‘on this subject, so 
far as he could collect. The right hon. gent. 
ought to have shown how the plan could be 
reconciled with the service of the colonies. 
The right bon. gént. was averse to his plan 
being called theory; but it was the most 


sidered without reference to practicability. 
What would the right hon. gent. have suid 
to any of the oconstitution-makers seven 
years ago, if they had offered a particular 
constitution; saying, it is very good as it 
stands, but I know not whether it will be 


- was put to the men, at the end of their 
term of years, they would not understand 
any thing but their discharges The re- 
moval of the men whose term was nearly 
expiring, to the 2d battalions, when the new 
regiment was ordered to the colonies, was 
‘a renewal of the odious system of drafting; 
it would keep at home the veterans, ex- 
clusively fit for colonial service, and send 
out raw recruits, to whom the climate was 
particularly fatal. This -was to render our 
best soldiers an indisposable force. ‘he 
enormous expence was a most important 
consideration, when our finances laboured 
so Vitally under the burthens brought on by 
this war. These burthens would make it a 
question, whether an actual increase of our 

disposable»force was desirable, at an ex- 

q pence likely to be ruinous. But when that 

ruinous expence was to be incurred for a 

trifling and uncertain increase, there was 

reason to hesitate’ indeed. He wished 
the measure to be withdrawn for the 
present, and brought forward in a se- 

parate form, with. the proper lights to di- 

rect the judgment of the house upon it. 

In its present shape, the measure would 

counteract the very good it was expected 

to produce. . Suppose.it did not add to the 
numbers produced by the ordinary recruit- 
ing, and the vast proportion of'discharges 
were toveome son in 7 years, ‘how! would 
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neral officers, the house was left to ‘its own. 


fancifal-of all theories, if it was to be con-| 


applicable to practice? When the exigency 


they be provided for? It was possible that 
the produce might be sufficient to cover the 
‘discharges; but that, or the probability of 
it, should be made to appear. The dig. 
charges would operate when the men were 
perfect in discipline, [t was true, the right 
hon. gent. calculated that the men would 
re-inhst; but the house could not take the 
right hon. gentleman's word for that, 
ticularly when he gave the men the option 
ofso greata benetit. A less numerous army, 
in a perfect state of discipline, was more de. 
sirable than a more nuinerous one, less pers 
fect. When a man thought of goiug into 
the army, he did not calculate the time; 
Seven years was, besides, almost as much 
as a man’s life, with respect to a removal 
from any occupation to which the soldier 
might wish to return, after baving gratified 
his desire of military glory. When the pee 
riod was near expiring, they would think of 
nothing but home. He saw no reason why 
aman might not be conteut to become'a 
soldier in life, as well as a carpenter, a 
blacksmith, &c. unless the disgust for such 
long service was created by the supporters 
of the present system. The instance of 
general Washington’s army, in the America 
war, afforded a most striking example. But 
the Americans resorted to the means from 
necessity ; whereas, we were about to re- 
sort to it from design, and without neces 
sity. {t was only. in cases of compulsory 
service that a limitation had been, hitherto, 
adopted; now, it was proposed to extend it 
to volunteers. He was of opinion that, 
after the removal of the ballot of the Army 
of Reserve act, and the Additional Force act, 
and competition incurred by them, the or- 
dinary recruiting would do a great deal, 
and he wished the experiment to be tried. 
It was not so much the engagement for life 
that kept men out of the army ; but the 
things that had been connected with it 
fle wished the right hon. gent. would cot 
sent to withdraw the meusure for the pre 
seut, for the purpose of trying what we 
could do without it. If the right hon. gent, 
would not consent to that, at least thatit . 
should be sent back to the place from 
whence it came, to be brought ‘forward 
again in a more digested form. If they 
would do neither of these, he must make 
use of the rights he had, and give his de- 
cided opposition to the measure. 

The Solicitor General said, he felt as 
much “disappointed that his right bon, 
friend had not treated the’ subject in @ com 


stitutional point of view, as’ bis'right hom 
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and Jearned friend had expressed himself 
to be, that the hon. gent. who preceded 
pim bad not adverted to the calculations 
of the noble lord. He had expected from 
his learned friend a check to those novel 
doctrines and distinctions which had been 
that night introduced. ‘The form in which 
the question was brought before the house 
had been objected to; it was said likewise 
that it ought not to be a subject of legisla- 
tive consideration, and a noble lord had 
asserted, that the discussion of it in parlia- 
ment was attended with danger to the royal 
‘prerogative. He would ask the house what 
they were discussing? ‘he mutiny bill. In 
that bill, it was declared lawful for his ma- 
jesty to make articles of war for one year 
only. In that bill, it was declared lawlul 
for his majesty to estabiish courts martial 
forone year only. In that bill, the bill of 
rights was recited. In that bill was con- 
tained a declaration limiting the power of 
his majesty to quarter his soldiers on his 
lawful subjects. And now in the clause 
poder discussion, the oath to be taken by 
each recruit was, to serve his majesty for at 
least 7 years, and yet it was asserted that 
the prerogative of the crown had been in- 
fringed! Unless the gentlemen opposite 
were prepared to say that all the doctrines 
hitherto maintained on this subject were 
erroneous, it would be impossible for them 
to.defend their position. His right hon, 
and learned friend had said, that if the 
measure now under discussion had been 
carried into efiect by the crown, it might 
easily be undone; but that being accom- 
plished by parliament, it would be difficult 
for parliament to retread their steps. He 
had argued, that if parliament once pro- 
mulgated the great advantages which the 
soldier would derive from enlisting for a 
limited time, no man would in future be 
found willing to enlist foran unlimited time. 
And yet his learned friend had afterwards 
said, that the consideration of limited or 
polimited time would, were the proposed 
‘Measure to be adopted, be a matter of in- 
difference to the recruit. It seemed, there- 
fore, that the recruit was thought to be so 
completely ignorant, that he could, not 
judge on this subject for himself, but that 
must avail himself of the sentiments of 
ppiement, and of parliament alone, for if 
his majesty expressed that opinion, the 
house were told (notwithstanding that a no- 


ble lord had said, that the army ought to. 
ook up to his majesty, and that the sol- 
ders should sugk in with their very exist- 


ence the conviction that the favour and 
countenance of the crown ought to be their 
chief reward), that. the army would not 
listen to his majesty’s representations. He 
wished much to kuow how the gentlemen 
opposite could reconcile their declaration, 
that, in the first place, it was ungracious 
to give this boon to the army, tbrough the 
medium of parliament, and not through 
that of the throne, with their other decla- 
ration, that it was in reality no boon, as it 
would not succeed in inducing men to en- 
list? With regard to the objection which 
had been started, that this measure should 
not have been contained in a clause in the 
Mutiny bill, but should have formed a dis- 
tinct act of parliament, he replied, that any 
novelty in military armies was usually in- 
cluded in the mutiny bill, and that this 
especially belonged to its character. If such 
an alteration were proposed in our military 
system as the abolishing of capital punish- 
ments, he would ask, ought that not to be 
contained in the Mutiny bill? If the con- 
stitution of courts-martial were to undergo 
a reform, would not that be prescribed in 
the Mutiny bill? Now, as to the policy of 
enlistment for a limited term considered 
constitutionally, he differed entirely from 
those who contended that it was a dange- 
rous innovation. He had always under- 
stood, that in the best times of the Bri- 
tish history, jealousy had been ever excited 
against standing armies, because the men 
had been enlisted for an indefinite time, 
The preference given to the militia was 
grounded expressly on the circumstance 
that they were enlisted for a limited time. 
or a while they took up the character of 
the soldier, afterwards to resume that of the 
citizen. Nor would this jealousy of thé 
one class of men, and preference of the 
other, be surprising, whenit was considered 
how inestimable were the privileges which 
a recruit resigned on entering into the ar- 
my, and how different must be the charac- 
ter of the man who surrendered them for 
ever, and the man who surrendered them 
only fora short period. He was unwilling 
to intrude any authorities on the house 
upon this subject; but he could not refrain 
from quoting the opinion of that most re- 
spectable and venerable judge, whose sen-~ 
timents on every subject, and more parti- 
cularly on those subjects immediately con- 
nected with the care of our free constitu- 
tion, were such as entitled him to the most 
profound attention. Judge Blackstone, iu 
the first volume of his Commentaries, says, 
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that*‘in a land of liberty it is extremely dan- 
gerous to make a distinct order of the pro- 
fession of arms. In absolute monarchies, 
this is necessary for the safety of the prince, 
and arises from the main principle of their 
constitution, which is that of governing by 
fear: but in free states the profession of a 
soldier, taken singly and merely as a profes- 
Sion, is justly an object of jealousy. In 
these no man should take up arms, but with 


a view to defend his country and its laws : 


he puts not off the citizen when he enters 
the camp ; but it is because he is a citizen, 
and would wish to continue so, that he 
makes himself, for a while, a soldier. The 
Jaws therefore, and constitution of these 
kingdoms, know no such state as that of a 
perpetual standing soldier, bred up to no 
other profession than that of war: and it 
was not until the reign of Henry VII. that 
the kings of England had so much as 
a guard about their persons. Nothing, 
then, according to these principles, ought 
to be more guarded against in a free state, 
than making the military power, when such 
@ one is necessary to be kept on foot, a bo- 
dy too distinct from the people. Like ours, 
it should wholly be composed of natural 
subjects; it ought only to be enlisted for a 
short and limited time; the soldiers also 
should live intermixed with the people; no 
separate camp, no barracks, no inland for- 
tresses, should be allowed. And, perhaps, 
it might be still better, if, by dismissing a 
stated number, andenlisting otbers at every 
renewal of their term, a circulation could 
be kept up between the army and the peo- 
ple, and the citizen and the soldier be more 
intimately connected together.” What was 
it that had happened since this luminous au- 
thorpublished his Commentaries,that should 
diminish this jealousy of a sfanding army? 
Was it because the standing army was three 
times as numerous? Was it because it bad 
been necessary to establish barracks? Was 
it because a great military despotism had 
been expanding itself over Europe, or be- 
cause, every advancing year, the vestiges of 
liberty were progressively destroyed a- 
mongst the surrounding empires? It was 
in tbis circumstance that the difference 


must ever consist between our own troops 


and those of the enemy. The corporeal ad- 
vantages of the former, their superior skill, 
discipline, and power of sustaining fatigues. 
and privations, could be but smal]. In one’ 
view they indeed possessed the 
the'superiority of the cause in which they 
were engaged. The armies of our enemy 
fought only to extend the glory and to sati-| 


ate the ambition of a- master; our armies 
fought for their own rights, and those of theif 
country. If our soldiers triumphed, it was 
the triumph of justice and freedom, over 
injustice and despotism. ° If they fell, they 
fell the martyrs to patriotism, and the love 
of liberty. In another point of view he 
highly approved of the plan of his right 
hon. friend. While, on the one hand, it 
made the soldiers citizens; on the other, it 
made the citizens soldiers. It had beenob- 
jected to this plan, that the execution of it 
wouid be attended with considerableexpense, 
Adverting to the calculations of bis learned 
friend (Mr. Perceval) the other evening, 
he contended that they were formed on 
erroneous grounds, and that his learned 
friend was not justified in saying that the 
present administration had economy on 
their lips, but extravagance in their hearts, 
The calculations of his learned friend had 
for the moment made him forget that hu- 
manity and liberality which he well knew 
belonged to his real character. ‘The gen- 
tlemen opposite seemed to think that his 
majesty’s ministers had succeeded to a 
luxurious situation. Ile only wished that 
some of them had been present (as it cer- 
tainly was their duty to be present) in the 
discussions of the property tax, that they 
had heard the various claims on the buma- 
nity of his noble friend, first for the small 
annuitapts, then for widows, afterwards 
for persons with large families, &c.; that 
they had witnessed the painful situation of 
his noble friend, compelled by the imperious 
sense of his public duty to resist every de- 
mand, however strongly urged; that they 
had been in the house to see his noble 
friend (to quote an expression of cruel 
mockery) “* reposing upon a bed of roses.” 
For his part, heavy as he felt that the bur 
thens were which had been imposed on the 
community, he was convinced that the 
very poorest would cheerfully part witha 
portion of their scanty pittance, to reward 
the valour of those who fought to defend 
that, without which, property, and life it 
self, were not worth the preservation. 

General Norton spoke against the clause, 
and suggested an amendment, that troops 
in the home islands should be attested to 
serve not only during the term of seven 
years, but until 6 months after the termina 
tion of any war jn which their time should 
expire; troops in the Mediterranean oF 
West Indies to serve for 12 months, and 10 


| the East Indies for 18 months after the tel 


mination of such war, 


“Colonel Craufurd replied to some of the 
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calculations of increased expences to the 
service which would be annually produced 
by this arrangement, which he contended 
would only be an increase of 637,000/. in- 
stead of 1,633,000/. stated by the noble 
lord (Castlereagh); which was an error of 
above a million. . 

Sir W. Lemon congratulated the house’ 
on having heard the most constitutional) 
speech from the Solicitor General, which, 
in the course of 30 or 40 years, he had ever 
heard in that house. The greatest grie- 
vance which could attend a free country, 
was a great standing army. If such must 


be maintained, the most constitutional way 
jn which it could be established, the better. 
speech 


On that ground he approved of the 
of the Solicitor General. 
Lord Lovaine wished tv be informed, if 
the present army of the country was not 
established on constitutional principles? 
General Stuart, notwithstanding the ar- 
uments which had been offered by several 
earned gentlemen, and by an hon. Irish 
‘orator (Mr. Grattan), who spoke early in 
the debate, could not agree in the good 
consequences that were anticipated from 
this plan. It was said, it would not only 
procure a rapid supply of men, but those 
of a better description. He did not con- 
ceive the army could have a better descrip- 
tion than that of soldiers; and as to better 
orders of men, he thought the common day- 
labourers made better soldiers than trades- 
men or clerks; he spoke from the experi- 
ence of ten years as a commanding officer; 
and he could not coincide in the opinions 
of the hon. Irish orator. 

Mr. Grattan felt it necessary to say a 
word or two in answer to the hon. general 
who had just sat down, and who had thrown 
some of his scattering shot towards that 
side of the house. The hon. general, 
though he did not deliver his sentiments in 
the style of an Irish orator, seemed to be- 
tray some symptoms of an Irish under- 
standing ; but he could wish the hon, ge- 
neral had evinced a little better acquaint- 
ance with Irish order. But notwithstanding 
| the confidence of the hon. general in the 
Opinion he avowed, he (Mr. Grattan) beg- 
ged leave to decline his authority, either as 
an irish orator or an Irish officer. 

General Stuart replied, that though he 
did not profess to be an Irish orator, he 
hoped he should always maintain the cha- 
Yacter of an Irish soldier. 

Mr. Bankes spoke at some length against 
the principle of discharging men during the 
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war, and considered this the great and ra- 
dical objection. 

Lord Garlies, after complimenting the 
master of the rolls on his very argumenta- 
tive speech, declared his main objection to 
the measure to proceed from the bad effect 
it must have on the naval service. It 
might happen that we had an expedition 
going on, combined both of naval and mi- 
litary force, and that one part might be en- 
titled to demand their discharge, while the 
other could not. He would ask how it 
could be possible to reconcile the one to 
the idea of being bound to continue in their 
service while the other was discharged ?— 
The question being then very generally cal- 
led for, the house divided: For the ques- 
tion, 206; Against it, 105; Majority, 101. 
—The blanks were then filled up, and the 
bill passed through the committee without . 
any further discussion. After which, the 
house having resumed, the report was 
brought up, and ordered to be taken into 
consideration to-morrow. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuesday, June 3. 

[Minurzs.] The Temple-bar Lottery 
bill was read a second time.—The Irish Re- 
venue Collection bill, and the Irish Malt 
bill, passed through committees, and were 
reported.—The Earl of Moira presented a 
petition from Mr. Justice Fox, which was 
read short by the clerk, praying that the 
house would take his case into considera- 
tion, and do what should seem meet to 
them therein. Ordered to lie on the table. 
—Mr. Alexander and several other mem- 
bers of the commons, brought up the Irish 
Sugar bill, aud the Irish Additional Force 
Repeal bill, which were read a first time. 
Lord Eldon rose to move the order of the 
day. Earl Stanhope wished previously to 
offer some observations to the house. Earl 
Bathurst moved that the house should be 
cleared, Strangers were immediately ex- 
cluded, and the consideration of the evi- 
dence adduced on the trial of lord Mel- 


ville was resumed.—The discussion conti- 


nued till ten o’clock. Several questions 
were referred to the judges, who were to 
deliver their opinion, in answer, on the fol- 
lowing Thursday, to which day the house 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, June 3. 
[Mrnvrtes.] Mr. Pattison moved that 


the evidence taken before the committee 
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"on the Norwich Paving bill should be laid 


before the house. After a few words from 
Mr. Fellowes and Mr. Hurst, this motion 
was negatived. Mr. Fellowes then moved 
that the bill be read athird time, Mr. Pa- 
terson opposed it on the grounds that from 
the reduced state of the town in point of 
trade and opulence, and the pressure of a 
variety of pecuniary burthens, this was not 
the proper time for it. After a few obser- 
vations, however, from Mr. Fellowes, Mr. 
W. Smith, and Mr. S.Le Fevre, the bill was 
read a 3d time and passed.—Sir Jobn An- 
derson presented a petition from the Lon- 
don Dock directors against the East Lon- 
don Water-works bill. Ordered to lie on 
the table.-—On the motion of lord Temple, 
it was ordered that the house should, at its 
rising, adjourn till Thursday, , 
fAMERICAN INTERCOURSE Lord 
Castlereagh, though the second reading of 
the American Intercourse bill stood for 
Thursday, hoped that it would not come 
on so soon, as parliament ought not to be 
pressed to decide upon it before it was in 
possession of the requisite information, 
He . thought -the house should be in posses- 


‘sion of the instructions given to the go- 


vernors of the West-India islands, by the 
late administration, which he considered as 
consonant with the soundest principles of 
Ile also wished to 
have those instructions which had been 


subsequently sent; and concluded by mo- 


ving, that the instructions sent to the go- 
vernors of the West-India islands, relative 


‘to the American intercourse, of the 5th 


September, 1804, should be laid before 


the house; as also copies of any instruce 


tions subsequently sent. 
Lord Temple had no objection ta the pa- 
pers; but as to the postponing of the se- 


‘cond reading of the bill, if he did that, 


it would be on account of the state of the 
public business, and not on account of any 


argument urged by the noble lord. He 
“contended that the bill ought to pass with 
‘all convenient speed. 


Mr. Perceval observed, that though it 


‘did not pass this session, the West-India 
cqlonies would only be in the same situa- 
‘tion that they had been in for the last 
‘thirteen years. He did not, therefore, see 


any particular necessity for pressing the 
bill forward with any great haste. He did 
not see the propricty of the noble lord 


urging it on by that command which his si- 
tyation gave him over the house, before the 


proper information was produced. ; 
Mr. Plumer said, that it was irregular 


to say that the noble lord had a. command 
over the house. 

Mr, Perceval, in explanation, said, that 
he did not see where the irregularity was ip 
saying, that the noble lord’s situation ang - 
eloquence gave bim great influence in the 
house. 

Mr. Plumer observed, that if the hon, 
and learned gent. had not used the word 
command, he would beg bis pardon, 

Mr. Rose wished to know whether it wag 
the intention of the noble lord to postpone 
the second reading of the bill beyond 
Thursday. He adverted to the petitions 
that had been presented, and the great ip- 
terests that were concerned in this business, 
If a committee was granted him, he under 
took to finish the evidence up stairs in 
three days. He had, during the last few 
months, seen the most extraordinary mea- 
sures that ever he bad observed in parlia- 
ment; but this was the most extraordinary 
of them all. His lordship had expressed 
his doubts whether he would postpone it 
upon the arguments of the noble lord near - 
him, This was the most extraordinary 
language, and such as was seldom heard in 
that house. ; 

Lord Temple, in explanation, said, that 
his doubts as to postponing it arose from 
the state of business before the house; and. 
he had expressly said that this was the ground 
of his doubt, and notany argumentofthe no 
ble lord, Asto the merits of the gase, the sight 
hon. geut.’s proposition for a committee 
would have heen perfectly proper had thebill 
been a measure of repeal. But it was merely 
a matter of regulation, euabling the govern 
ment to do that by law which had been for 
several years past done without law, or 
against it. However, he would postpone . 
the second reading of the bill till Friday. 
The papers were then granted. 

[AnoLition or THE Stave Trane] 
Mr. Secretary Fox rose to give notice, that 
he should on Tuesday next bring forward 
a resolution respecting the final Abolition 
of the Slave trade. He conceived jt would . 
be too late in the present session to propose 
any bill upon the subject; but as it was. 
one of those important subjects upon which 
his majesty’s present ministers had pledged 
their opinions to the house, he thought it 
high time to evince their determination af 
carrying those opinions into effect. i 
General Tarleton wished to know the spe 
cific tenour of the right hon, gentleman's 
intended motion. 

Mr. Secretary For said, be had no wish 
to conceal from the hon, gent. the purport 
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: of his notion ; but he had not yet shaped 
ifinto any specific form of words. His ob- 


nd ‘ect, however, Was, that the house should 

: edge itself to some resolution for enter- 
4d ing, as early as possible, into the considera- 
: tion of this subject, with a view to thie abo- 
ue ition of the slave trade, but without set- 
ie tling any particular period for that purpose. 
-fArrairs or Cuarce.] 

ie Lord Tenple, pursuant to the notice he had 
ft given upon a former day, vow rose for the 
ss purpdse of moving a specific day, for ta- 
ne king into consideration the charges of high 
nd crimes and misdemeano urs against the mar- 
te quis Wellesley, laid upon the table by an 
ine hon. member, on the 28th of last month. 
ae He hoped it would not be necessary for him 
lex to preface his motion by observatioiis to 
a any great length. But as the hon, mem- 
bie ber, who had brought forward those charges, 
da had named no particular day for moving the 
ike house to their consideration ‘ feeling, as he 
ary did, the nature aad importance of those 
sell charges, to be such as called for their full 
eit investigation with the least possible delay, 
ear - be how rose for that purpose. Gentlemen, 
aty who had looked into those charges, must 
din have felt them to be of the most weighty 
nature. They directly imputed to lord 

that Wellesley, not only every species of public 
rom delinquency that could brand the character 
and of a public officer, but every charge of pri- 
ind vate depravity that could stain the personal 
aa reputation of an individual. He had no 
joht doubt, that the’hon. gent. who brought for- 
ittee ward those charges, had done so under a 
sbill self-persuasion of their truth, and a beliet 
rely that he should be able to substantiate them 
etal in evidence. He would not pay the hon. 
: be gent. so bad a compliment, as to suppose 
ee he would bring forward such charges against 
pone any man, much less against the noble lord, 
yor tinless he was himself persuaded they were 
; founded in fact, and without being prepared 
nae with evidence which he himself conceived 
that competent to sustain them. But the hon. 
ward gent, must allow that, notwithstanding the 
ition strength of his own persuasion upon the 
ould. @ Subject, it was still possible the noble lord 
pose might possess a confidence in his own in- 
Bis hocence, superior to every accusation of 
vhich such a nature, and must feel extremely im- 
.dged patient for the opportunity of his own vin- 
ght it dication; more especially, when those char- 
oadl ges included one of a nature more atro- 
¢ious than all the rest, and such a oné as 

e spe called for the most immediate investiga- 
man’s tion, namely, the charge of a foul, delibe- 


rate, and cruel murder, In this charge was 
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also included another person, not a member 
of either house of parliament ; for whose 
account, also, much anxiety must be felt, 
though he had not the honour even of a 
slight personal acquaintance with him, 
nauiely, Mr. Henry Wellesley. But, from 
the nature of the charges altogether, and 
more especially the last, it became abso. 
lutely necessary, that an carly investigation. 
should now take place. If the hon. gent. 
had named any day for such an enquiry, 
it would not be his wish to take it out of, 
his hands: for the present, however, he 
sh6uld move, “ That the Article of Charge, 
of high Crimes and Misdemeanours com. 
mitted by marquis Wellesley, in his trans- 
uctious with respect {o the nabob vizier of 
Oude, which was delivered in at the table; 
and read upon the 28th day of May last, 
be taken into consideration upon to-mor- 
row fortnight, the 18th day of this instant 
June.” If the hon. gent. should then have 
any motion to submit to the house upon 
the subject, he would bave an opportunity 
of doing so. If not, he (lurd Temple) should. 
certainly propose a motion on the subject. 

Mr. Paull adverted to the precedent of 
Mr. Burke’s proceedings against Mr. Ha- 
stings ; and said, that that right hon. gent., 
after 5 years’ deliberation, and repeated mo- 
tions, had, upon the 4th of April, 1786, laid 
on the table 7 articles of charge against 
Mr. Hastings ; on the 12th of April, he laid 
4 more; and, on the 7th of May, 3 more; 
and, notwithstanding the right hon. gent. 
had taken 5 years to deliberate upon his 
purpose ; that he had the benefit of the 
reports of the secret committee, of various 
papers he moved for, and of evidence exa~« 
mined at the bar for the proof of his charges; 
yet it was not in less than 0 weeks after- 
wards, that he moved the house to any pro- 
ceeding upon those charges. Now, he had 
given notice only the preceding day, that 
he had witnesses to examine; and had, 
also, moved for a number of papers, many 
of which were absolutely necessary in sup- 
port of the charges alluded to by the noble 
lord. Let those witnesses be examined at 
the bar; let those papers be produced in 
proper time; and he should not have the 
smallest objection to proceed to the inyes- 
tigation on the day proposed, Indeed, it. 
was his intention to have moved for that 
day, if the testimony and documents had 
been fairly before the house; but, until 


‘they were, he should not be induced to 


move ‘one step to the right or to the left, 


‘or to move one degree quicker or slower, 
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in consequence of the noble lord’s motion, 
or of any importunity from the friends of 
lord Wellesley. 

~ Lord Archibald Hamilton could not let 
pass some expressions which had fallen 
from the noble lord, without making a few 
observations upon them. The noble lord 
lad complained, that the charges of the 
hon. gent, went to impeach the private 
character of lord Wellesley, for acts 
merely of public and official conduct; and 
that he had applied to the noble marquis, 
personally, every atrocious epithet, of ty- 
ranny, cruelty, oppression, plunder, and 
éven of murder, for acts done in his public 
and official: situation. But he must con- 
ceive it impossible, that such could have 
been the purpose of the hon. gent.; and 
as to the charge of murder, he did not con- 
ceive it to be put by the hon. gent. in the 
way it was imputed. But really, if, in 
bringing forward charges such as those 
now on the table of the house, and every 
tittle of which his lordship conceived to 
be warranted by the documients already 
brought forward in support of them, a mem- 
ber was to be restrained in the use of such 
language, and such epithets, as were usual 
in expréssing opinions extremely natural 
to his- feelings, upon such circumstances 
as those charged, lest the private character 
of the party accused should be supposed to 
be implicated in his public conduct, it would 
be impossible for any man to devise a be- 
coming language for bringing before that 
house criminal charges against public de- 
linquency in any man, 

Sir John Newport expressed some sur- 
prise, how the noble Jord who spoke last, 
rf he had read the charges upon the table, 
could so far mistake that particular charge, 
which related to murder, as to say the crime 
was not roundly and specifically charged 
against the noble marquis, in conjunction 
with others. The hon. bart. here read an 
extract from the charge; which stated, 
that the said’ marquis, in conjunction with 
Henry Wellesley, had, with numbers of 
armed men, surrounded the mansions of 
certain zemindars and rajahs, the subjects 
of the nabob of Oude, and within his do- 
thinions; and did attack, slay, and destroy, 
séveral of the said rajah’s zemindars, and 
their attendants and adherents; and did 
sack and plunder their said mansions of 
their property ; thus completing the mea- 
suré of his oppression and tyranny, by a 
foul, deliberate, wanton, and cruel mur- 
der. If this, then, was not a charge of 


murder, couched in as strong words as had 
ever appeared in the language of an indic 
ment, he was at a loss to conceive what 
words could describe it more strongly, | 
Sir 4rthur Wellesley rose, to ex press some 
surprise at the declaration made by the 
noble lord who spoke last but one; namely, 
that he thought the charges against the 
noble marquis, his relation, borne out 
the documents already laid upon the tables 
and more especially as the hon. gent, 
(Mr. Paull) had said, only the momen 
before, that he could not sustain those 
charges, without several other documents, 
which he had moved for; and also, the 
examination of several witnesses at the 
bar. It was very extraordinary, therefore, 
that the noble lord should pronounce g 
decidedly upon the truth of charges (which, 
however, remained to be proved), that his 
hon. friend, who brought thein forward, 
declared he was not able to sustain without 
much more evidence. With respect tothe 
charge of murder, however, it was one of 
too foul and atrocious a nature to be suf 
fered to go forth unexplained, or remain ag 
a stain upon the character of his noble res 
lation, without placing the circumstances, 
upon which it was founded, in a proper 
point of view, There were certain officers, 
called zemindars and rajahs, resident in 
that part of the nabob’s territory which was 
ceded to the company in 1801, and rem 
dered liable to pay certain tributes, in the 
way of land-tax upon that territory, an- 
nually, to the company. The first year's 
tribute they did pay, he believed, regularly; 
and the regulations of the company, which 
were the laws of the country, were pro- 
mulgated and established in that territory; 
but, upon the 2d payment being required, 
instead of complying with the law, they 
‘combined to resist it: they assembled to- 
gether their armed forces, under the chief 
‘command of an officer named Amas Ali 
‘Khan; they retired to their forts; they 
set the laws at defiance ; they refused to 
pay any tribute; and it was found neces 
sary by the governor-general, in supportol 
the laws, to reduce those men by force, 
So formidable were they, that it required 
the whole of the Bengal army, with the 
commander-in-vhief at their head, to effect 
this service. They were attacked in their 
forts, and, in the course of their obstinals 
resistance, some perséns fell; some blood 
was spilt; and this was what the hon. gente 
imputed to the noble marquis as a murder 
was’an act of public power, done in 
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rt of the laws of the country, like what 
ald have been done against any class of 
British subjects, in similar resistance to the 
laws passed by that house; and the house 
would judge how far it was just to describe 
such a measure by the epithet of murder. 

. Lord 4. Hamilton explained, that when 

“he said the charge was warranted by the 
papers on the table, he could not be sup- 
posed to mean that it was proved. This 
was quite a different thing. 

_Mr. Golding said, a charge of murder 
was as well warranted against the lord 
lieutenant of Ireland, for the death of the 
rebels, slain in the suppression of the Jate 
insurrections in that country ; or against 
the magistrates of Loudon, and the minis- 
ters of the time, for the death of those killed 
in the suppression of the riots in 1780. _ 
~ Mr. For submitted whether this was a 
time to enter upon the merits of the cise; 
and expressed his hope, that the subject 
would be dismissed for the present. 


~ Dr. Laurence said, that it was impossible, |~ 


in a case of this-kind, to fix a particular day. 
The house could not, with any propriety, 
proceed to the consideration of the charge, 
till the whole of the evidence was before 
them. Papers had been moved for, which 
had been suppressed by the Jate board of 
controul, and had not yet been produced. 
_ Lord Castlereagh complained. of the il- 
liberal manner in which he had been treated 
by the hon, and learned gent., who said 
that he had suppressed papers, when he 
had only exercised a proper discretion, 
thinking that the communication would be 
injurious to the public service. He thought 
the learned gent. ought rather to have made 
a specific motion on the subject, and then 
he should be prepared to defend himself. 
These papers would not certaiuly justify 
the expression in the charge. 

Mr. Johnstone said, that the papers in 
gestion related to troops and forts, and 
other matters of public notoriety, and were, 
therefore, the worst grounds in the world 
for the exercise of this discretion. As he 
was on his legs, he must say, that the word 

murder ” was improperly applied. 

_ Lord H. Petty agreed with his right hon. 
friend (My. Fox), that this was a most im- 
proper time for entering on the merits of 
the case; and hoped, therefore, that the 
subject would be dropped.—The motion 
was then put and carried. 

_ [Exemprions rrom Taxes.] Lord 
Henry Petty rose, and stated, that a very 
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exemptions to be allowed to persons having 
small incomes and large families. The mea- 
fsure which he intended to propose on that 
subject, was completely distinct from the 
Property tax ; and his object was to frame 
it in such a manner, that it shoud not be 
liable to the same objections as exemption 
under the property tax. He might not 
have been misunderstood im that house ; 
but a wrong impressiom bad been cong 
veyed to the public by other channels, 
It. was painfyl to him to be misconceived 
on this point; and he now stated the. mat- 
ter again, in hopes that the wrong impress 
sion would be done away. The proposed 
relief would be afforded on a footing en, 
tirely distinct, and not liable to the objecs 
tions which had been stated against any 
farther exemptions to. be afforded under 
the Property tax. 

Mr. Long wished to know, whether th 
proposed relief was to be afforded in the 
Assessed taxes? 
Lord H. Petty was not prepared to state 
precisely ; but the relief would be, at least, 
partly on the Assessed taxes, and would be 
:n proportion of all children above two. | 

Mr. Wilberforce stated his satisfaction at 
this proposed regulation. : 

Corn IntERCOURSE BILL.} Sir J. New- 
port rose with peculiar satisfaction on the 
present occasion; as he was convinced it 
would be sufficient merely to state the 
measure, of which he had given notice, ta 
ensure the full concurrence of the house. 
This measure, in which he was supported 
by the authority of his majesty’s ministers, 
went to lay open the intercourse in grain 
between Great Britain and Ireland ; and, 
he trusted; it would be merely a prelude 
to that free interchange of every other 
commodity between the two countries, 
which was so much to be desired. With 
regard to grain, an article of the first ne- 
cessity, there could be no doubt that one . 
part of the united kingdom should assist 
another whenever occasion demanded it ; 
aud the only way of preventing an undue 
rise in the price of the commodity in any 
part of the country was, to remove every 
limit and obstruction in the way of its ine 
terchange. The measure, which he should 
propose, would place all the ports of the 
united kingdom exactly on the same foote 
ing, with regard te importation or exporta- 
tion, as the different ports of Great Britain 
were at present, with regard to one another, 
It was earnestly to be wished, that the union 
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every day more close; and that the chan- 
nel which divided them should no longer 
be considered as a barrier, but as a bond 
of union, and the medium of mutual and 
beneficial intercourse.—He then moved for 
Teave to bring in a bill, for making the In- 
tercourse in Grain, between Great Britain 
and Ireland, free ‘and unrestrained. 
[Mutiny Bitt.] Mr. Alexander ha- 
ving appeared at the bar, with the report o! 
the committee on the Mutiny bill, on the 
question that it be brought up, 
Mr. 8. Bourne rose, not for the purpose 
of discussing this subject at present; but 
to give notice, that, on the 3d reading, if 
no member anticipated him, it was his in- 
tention to move an amendment, that nomen 
Should be discharged in time of war, As 
he was on his legs, he would observe, that, 
- 8 months ago, the right hon. secretary for 
the war department had received the orders 
of the house, to bring in a bill for the dis- 
continuance of the Ballot, and for the bet- 
ter Defence of the Realm, As this was a 
- late period of the session, he wished to ask 
the right hon. gent. whether or not it was 
his intention to bring forward this bill ? 
Mr. Secretary Windham expressed his 
intention of bringing this bill in on ‘Thurs- 
day. In answer to some observations from 
_ gir W. Elford, relative to the Ballot for Mi- 
litia, the right hon. secretary said, that it 
was not his intention to propose the abolish- 
inent of the ballot; but that when regiments 
had been reduced to the proposed establish- 
ment, vacancies occurring in them should 
not, for the present, be filled up by ballot, 
but by recruiting. 
~ Sir J. Pulteney gave notice, that on the 
3d reading he should propose an amend- 
ment for confining the limited service to 
the 2d battalions.—The report was then 
brought up and agreed to. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Thursday, June 5. 
{Mrinvrtes.] The Irish Customs bill, the 
Trish Revenue Regulation bill, and the Irish 
Malt bill, were read a 3d time and passed, 
and a message sent to the commons to ac- 
quaint them therewith.--The Property Duty 
bill, and the Ivisir Additional Force Repeal 
bill, were read’ a 2d time.—The ‘duke of 
Montrose moved for some accounts re- 
specting the Commerce of Dominica, with 
reference to the Tortola Free-Port bill, 
which were ordered—Earl Spencer ad- 


vetted to the order which stood for the’ 


with” reference "to ‘the motions 
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which his noble friend (lord Grenville) hag 
given notice of his intention to bring for, 
ward, relative to the Administration of Jus. 
tice in Scotland. - His noble friend, in con. 


sequence of indisposition, would be unable 
to be in his place the next day ; and, there. » 


fore, he wished to postpone the order til] 


| the next day se’nnight, when his noble friend 


would probably be enabled to attend, The 
order for summoning their lordships for the 
next day was discharged, and renewed for 
the next day se’nnight.—The order for the 
attendance of witnesses, relative to the case 


fof Mr. Justice Fox, which stood for the 


next day, was, on the motion of lord Wal- 
singham, discharged, and renewed for Wed. 
nesday next, on whiclr day the lords were 
ordered to be summoned.—Strangers were 
ordered to withdraw ; and their lordships 
resumed the consideration of the evidence 
adduced on the trial of lord viscount Mel- 
ville. The judges attended, and delivered 
their opinion, in answer to the questions re- 
ferred to them on Tuesday. The discussion 
afterwards continued till half past eleven 
o’clock, when the further consideration of 
the subject was deferred till the next day, 
FIOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, June 5. 

[Mixurtes.] Mr, D. Davenport took 
the oaths and his seat for Cheshire, in the 
room of Mr. Egerton, deceased. —The Cus, 
toms Fees Abolition bill was brought u 
and read a first time.—The house resolyed 
itself into a committee on the Scotch Dis; 
tillery acts. Mr Vausittart stated various 
inconveniences, that arose from the present 
mode of collecting the duties on distilleries 
in Scotland; and concluded by moving, 
that they should be collected in the form 
mentioned in the resolutions which he was 
about to propose. These were handed to 
the chairman (Mr. Hobhouse), who took 
the sense of the committee, whether, as the 


particulars were tu appear on the Votes, he 


should then read them. ‘he sense of the 
house being against reading the particulars 
then ; the resolutions were agreed to, and 
the house resumed.—Mr. Foster rose, pur- 
suant to notice, to move for papers relative 
to the Corn Trade. He accordingly moved 
for several accounts respecting the quanti 


of corn, flour, &c. imported and exported, 


between Great Britain and Ireland, for the 
last 12 years ; the drawbacks and bounties 
allowed, during the same period, for ex- 
ports and imports of corn, to and from 


Great Britain and- Ireland, and the 
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can colonies; together with the average 
prices; which were ordered accordingly.— 
Lord Castlereagh moved for so much of a 
letter, dated the 4th of December, 1800, 
of the court of directors to the Bengal go- 
yvernment, as related to the transactions in 


Oude. -Ordered.—Mr. Faull moved for 


the production of the correspondence of 
the Tacesl government with col. Scott, 
respecting the arrangements made by mar- 
quis: Wellesley, pursuant to the treaty of 
Lucknow concluded in 1801. These pa- 
pers had before been moved for ; but there 
were thirteen omissions in the correspond- 


ence, all of them, in his opinion, of im- 


portance. Lord Castlereagh, after what 
had passed the preceding night, trusted 
that he might be allowed to state how the 
matter stood. Strictly speaking, the late 
board of controul was not a party to the 
return at all, for it had been made by the 
present board ; therefore, if there was any 
thing improper in the discretion exercised, 
the present board was responsible. But 
he had no objection to state what would 
have been the course, had they continued 
in office. They had determined to keep 
back part of the papers; but left them in 
such a state, that their successors might 
judge for themselves. However, he had 
stated, confidentially, to the hon. gent. op- 
posite (Mr. Creevey) his views upon the 
subject : they wished to withhold that part 


_ which related to the private character of 


the nabob vizier, which they considered it 
as disrespectful to him to publish. They, 
therefore; set aside five letters. ‘There 
were, also, four or five paragraphs kept out 
of different papers, because they were to be 
jound in other papers presented, and the 
reasons were stated'in marginal notes. He 
had no objection, however, to the produc- 
tion of the omitted paragraphs, if the hon. 
gent. wished to have them. Lord Morpeth 
said, that they had thought of withholding 
some papers, as being private and confiden- 
tial; but if the hon, gent. was of opinion 
that they would support his cause, he might 
have them. As to the letters respecting the 
fate character of the nabob vizier, he 

ught that extracts from these would an- 
swer his purpose. Mr. Creevey agreed in 
what had been said by his noble friend.— 
Mr. Paull said, that he had come to the 
knowledge of these papers from the dispatch 
of the directors ; and contended, that such 
as he called for would not injure the cha- 
tacter of the nabob. He thought, there- 
fore, that the whole should be produced. 


He did not stand up for the character of . 
the nabob vizier ; but a more. correct and 
dignified conduct had never been displayed 
by any European prince. From the op- 
pression and tyranny which he had suffered, 
be had, to be sure, resorted to means to kill . 
care; and if, by these means, he was un= — 
fitted for the management of his affairs, it 
was an additional reason why the papers : 
should be produced. He then read one of 
the omissions from a letter in his hand 3’ 
which one lord Castlereagh pointed out in 
the printed papers. But Mr. Paull insisted, | 
that the tendency and bearing were differ- 
ent in the letters. Sir Arthur Wellesley 
had no objection to the production of the 
papers in question, on the’part of marquis 
Wellesley. They would even be of advan- 
tage to his noble relation; but his cause 
did not need their support ; and, therefore, 
he thought that those relating to the pri- 
vate conduct of the nabob ought to be sup- 
pressed, because it ought to be considered 
that he was a mussulman, and the publica- 
tion might do him a great deal of injury in 
bis own country. After a few words from. 
Mr. Wallace, the motion was put and car- 
ried.—Sir John Sinclair called the atten< 
tion of the house to the subject of the state 
of the highways and broad-wheeled wag- 
gons. He was of opinion, from the state- 
ments of an ingenious mechanic, and other 
circumstances, that various improvements 
might be made in this respect. He would, 
therefore, move for a committee, to con- 
sider the acts relative to the highways and 
broad-wheeled waggons, with a view to 
form proper regulations on this point, and 
report to the house. Mr. Curwen seconded. 
the motion, and a committee was accord- 
ingly appointed. 
{Arrairs or Inpra—Oupve Cuarce.] 

Mr. Paull gave notice that, on the 10th 
of June, he would move the consideration 
of the Oude charge. The speaker observed, 
that it was his duty to say, that the 18th of 
June had already been appointed for that 
purpose ; and though an order might be 
postponed, it could not, according to the 
practice of the house, be accelerated. Mr. 
Paull said, that the house had not been 
brought into this dilemma by him. : 
_ Mr. Fox requested the speaker to read 
the question again: and, having heard it, 


said, that the thing was impossible: anorder ~— 


might be postponed, but not accelerated ; 
and he did not know what the hon. gent. 
meant. 


Sir Arthur Wellesley said that, as the 
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moved thé consideration of the charge oii 
the 18th, hé-would propose, that thé hon. 
gént. should, in the medn time, call his 
witnesses, and €xamine them at the bir. 
“Mr. Paull then moved, that the 18th be 
inserted instead of the 10th of June. 

Mr. For said, that the 18th had already 
béeén fixed upon; but the bon. gent. might 
move, that his witnesses should attend on 
the 18th. 

‘Sir Arthur Wellesley observed, that the 
noble lord, who proposed the 18th, did it 
with'a view to have a decision on that day. 

For his part, he only wished to have a de- 
cision this session. The hon. gent. might 
call his evidence on the 10th, if consistent 
with the orders of the house; and it might 
be considered on the 18th. He hoped, at 
all events, that the matter would not be de- 
layed beyond the present session. 

~ Mr. For observed that, whatever might 
be the wishes of the hon. general, they 
could not supersede the established rules of 
the house. Evidence might be laid on the 
table; but oral evidence could only be taken 
when thé subject was under consideration. 

The ordér then was, to consider it fiirther 

and further, as there should appear occa- 

sion. Though the hon. gent. moved that 
his witnessés should be called on the 18th; 
yet it was not to be understood, that they 
were therefore to be heard. He concluded 
by declaring, that though the forms of the 
house could not be violated, yet that every 
facility ought to be given to the business, 
that the time of the house, and the inte- 
rests of substantial justice, would allow. 
Mr. Paull said, that no one had ever, in 

a similar situation, proceeded so rapidly 
as he had done. There should be no delay 
On his ‘part. 

' Mr. Francis wished to kaow whether the 
hearing of evidence was equivalent to the 
, taking a thinginto consideration? Ifprinted 
evidence was received before the period of 
éntering upon the consideration of a sub- 
ject, why should not oral evidence? If we 
could get over this difficulty, the evidetice 
might be heard in the mean time. 

‘. Mr. For replied that, by the forms of the 
house, oral evidence could not be received, 
éxcept when a subject was under conside- 
ration, and this was the case: he appre- 
ended, for these, aniong other reasons, 
that proper limits might be set to the evi- 
dence, and that the members might have it 
as fresh as possible in their recollection. 
‘Mr. Paull then moved, that the fol- 


‘hotise on the 18th, viz. lord Teignniouth, 
general sir Alured Clarke, gen. sir J, Craigy. 
col. Edward Baynes, major-geheral 
St. Leger, col. Alex. Kidd, and H. Strachey, 
esq. 
_ Sir Henry Strachey said, that Mr. Strachey 
was under orders for India; and thatit would 
be hard, if he should be detained by ordéy 
of the house. 
‘Mr. Paull said, that this gentleman had 
been private secretary to the governor, dus 
ring the transactions at Furruckabad and 
other places, and must, of course, be well 
acquainted with them. But he would stilt 
waive the order as to him, if it would oc- 
casion him any serious inconvenience; it 
being understood, however, that he was to 
attend, if he should not have quitted the 
country. Upon this, Mr. Strachey was 
agreed to. 
[Corn The house, 
on the motion of sir J. Newport, resolved 
itself into a committee, to take into con: 
sideration the propriety of a motion for 
leave to bring in a bill to establish a free 
intercourse between Great Britain and Ire- 
land, in the mutual export and import of 
certain speciés of grain between the two 
countries. ‘The house accordingly resolvéd 
into a committee. 
Mr. Foster rose and observed, that there 
were sonie difficulties in the way of sucha 
bill, which, unless satisfactorily obviated, 
would present insurmountable objections 
to its being passed into a law. At present, 
the corn trades of both countries were re- 
gulated under acts of parliament, respec« 
tively, which established, in each country, 
an average rate of price for the different 
species of grain; which average being ate 
tained in the home market, the ports were 
closed against exportation, and opened for 
importation; and below which price ex- 
portation was permitted, and importation 
precluded. This regulation was made with 
a view to prevent an excessive price of the 
necessary of life to the home consumer; 
and, at the same time, to allow every réa-. 
soriable udvantage to the agricultural inte- 
rests in each kingdom. Now, by the pro- 
posed bill, as far as he was enabled to con- 
jecture, although the price’of corn in Eng- 
land should be above the average whic 
admitted of exportation, yet the price in 
Ireland might be so much cheaper, as to 
admit the continuance of exports from 
thence; and, therefore, by the proposed 


Inlercbtirée Bill, 


Word was not in the hovise, lowing gentlénien be ordered to attend the 


struck out of the motion; which was then 
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pill, which, he understood, was to allow the 
free interchange of corn between both coun- 
tfies, without bounty or duty, the English 
merchant who wished to elude the law, and 
export British corn to foreign countries, 
would have nothing to do but consign it 
through the medium of Ireland ; and, vice 
versd, so might the Irish merchant élude the 
Jaw of that country, by exporting through 
England. The only mode by which, in 
Wis contemplation, sach mischievous con- 
sequehces could be avoided, would be to 
restrain and regulate the corn trade of 
both countries by one general average 
from the miass of prices in both. The ave- 
rage in England was taken from a com- 


- parison of twelve districts; the Scotch 


trade was regulated by the British stand- 
ard; and the Irish, by an average of the 
prices in every part of the kingdom. Now, 
y regulating the general export rate in all 

e ports of the united kingdom, from an 
average of the whole mass of prices, col- 
lectively, the evil would be obviated, which 
would, otherwise, be unavoidable, under 
the proposed bill, 

Mr. MVeston expressed his readiness to 
give to Ireland every boon aud advantage, 
not actually inconsistent with the fair inte- 
rests of Great Britain ; and observed that, 
although so much had not been granted as 
was sought about two years since, yet he 


believed, that what had then been granted} 


had been of considerable advantage to Ire- 


land. He did not, at present, see any ob-| 
was read a 3d time and passed; and @ 


jection to the proposed measure, particu- 
larly if under the regulations aud restric- 
tions suggested by the right hon. gent. 
who had just sat down; but he hoped it 
would be considered as a boon to Ireland. 

Sir John Newport was ready to admit, 
that what had been already done for Ire- 
land, on this head, had been of mutual ad- 
Vantage to both countries, and of as much 
to this as to Treland: the great exporting 
grain from this coantry to Ireland was 
barley; of which, in the last year, the 
quantity was 110,000 quarters; and the 
honey ‘grain exported from Ireland to 

gland atid Scotland, was oats; of which 
the quantity was very great indeed, beyond 
the supply afforded by their own produce 
for their necessary consumption ; and, there- 
fore, the interchatige of these grains, alone, 


- Would be a considerable acconmmodation to 


the agriculture and consumption of both na- 
tions. He was very willing thankfully to ac- 

owledge, on the part of Ireland, any boon 
Conferred by this country ; but, at the same 
time, it must not be forgotten, that every 
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such boon, so conferred upon the agricul. 


ture of Ireland, was given to the best cus. 


tomer this country had in Europe for her 
manufactures, 

‘Mr. Foster begged leave to add a few 
words, -in order to ascertain, beyond mis 
conception, the object he had in view. fiw 


the way of the suggestion he had proposed,” 


and whith, he understood, was admitted, 
there-were certainly difficulties, but not im 
surmountable ones. The average prices of 


corn in Ireland, by which its export and 


import were te be regulated, could be cotim 
municated to every outport in the king 
dom in five days after quarter-day. Nearly 
the saine expedition could be obtained, in 
a similar communication, to the outports 
of Great Britain, with respect to the ave~ 
rage prices here: but, in placing both coun- 
tries mutually under the same regulations, 
a longer delay must necessarily occur. 
Much of the difficulty, however, would be 
removed, by consulting the-aid of expe- 
rienced and practical men; which might 
be done during the progress of the bill.=~ 
Lord Archibald Hamilton said a few words 


in approbation of the measure; after which 


sir John Newport moved, that the chair- 
man be mstructed to move-the house for 


leave to bring in the bill; which . was 
‘agreed to, 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, June 6. 


(Minores.] The Irish First Fraits bill 


message sent to the commons, to acquaint 
them therewith.—The Property Duty bill, 
the Irish Sugar bill, and the Irish Additio- 
nal Force Repeal bill, passed through com= 
mittees, and were reported.—Lord Auek« 
land presented the report of the board of 


trade made in 1784, relative to the trade . 


between the West Indies and Ameritas 
which was ordered to lie on the table, 
and to be printed.—Strangers were or. 
dered to withdraw ; and the consideration 
of the evidence adduced on the ‘trial of 
lord viscount Melville was resumed. Their 
lotdships continted in discussion till eleven 
o’clock ; when the further consideration of 
the subject was‘deferred till Monday; ‘on 
which day the judges wére again orderedto 
attend. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

Friday, 
{Mrxvres.] Lord Muncaster took the 
oaths, ‘and his seat for the county of Wests 
moreland, in the room of sir Miehael Le 
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ing, deceased.—A message from the 
lords acquainted the house, that the lords 
had agreed to the Irish First. Fruits bill, the 
Krish Revenue Collection bill, aud the Irish 
Malt Duty Regulation bill, without any 
amendment.—On the motion.of Mr, Van- 
sittart, there was ordered to be laid before 
the house, a report of the experiments 
_ made to ascertain the comparative strength 
of mult, barley, and bigg, iu Scotland. He 
then brought up the report, and on account 
of the accuracy and importance of the ex- 
periments which it detailed, moved, that 
the report be printed; which was ordered 
accordingly.—Mr. Hobhouse brought up 
the report of the committee of the whole 
house, containing certain resolutions re- 
specting duties on distillers in Scotland, 
-and abill was ordered to be brought in ac- 
‘cordingly.—Mr. Hobhouse mame up the 
report on the Dublin Paving bill, and the 
bill was ordered to be read a third time on 
Monday next. 
[ABanDONMENT oF THE Tax oN. Pri- 
Brewsrs.}] Lord H. Petty moved 
the order of the day for the house to re- 
solve itself into a committee of ways and 
means, for the purpose of postponing it to 
Monday next. The order of the day being 


read, . 

Lord Henry Petty felt it necessary, be- 
fore he should move that the house do re- 
solve itself into that committee on Mon- 
day next, to say a few words with respect 
to the motion which it had been his inten- 
tion to submit to the bouse in the commit- 
tee this day, but which he deemed it expe- 
dient to postpone for the present. He 
begged it, however, to be understood, that 
any change that had taken place in his 
mind on this subject, had not arisen from 
any idea of abandonment of the principle 
of the tax, the equity and fairness of which 
were in his mind indisputable. ‘The ‘more 
che considered the tax on Private Brewers, 
the more his attention was directed to it; 
the more he had enquired into the merits 

_of the question and weighed the grounds 
of objection to it, the more he was con- 
vinced of the justice of the principle, and 
of the policy of applying that principle, in 
such a manner as would render its opera- 
tion impartial but efficient. With a view, 
however, to render the operation of the 
tax as equitable. as the nature of circum- 
stances would admit, he felt it to be his 
duty to give the subject a mature, delibe- 
rate, and even a slow consideration; and 


on this ground, but not because he thought 


of abandoning the tax, he proposed to de, 
fer bringing it forward till next year, when, 
if he continued in the situation which he 
at present had the honour to fill, he should. 
think it his duty to submit this subject to 
the house in the Ways and Means for the 
ensuing year, He was not prepared then. 
to say, whether it would be in the shape of. 
an Assessed Tax, or of a Duty on Malt, 
with a drawback of the duty to the public. 
brewer. In order to make up for the estis, 
mated produce of the tax thus to be dee 
ferred, he proposed to avail himself of the 
Assessed Taxes, upon which it was his ine. 
tention to move an addition of 10 per cent,. 
in the Committee of Ways and Means on. 
Monday next. He thought it right also to 
state, in that instance, that the measure. 
proposed for the relief of persons having 
ow incomes and large families, was to be 
consolidated with the bill for this increase 
of the assessed taxes, if the house should, 
agree to his motion. The noble lord then 
moved, that the house do resolve itself into 
the said Committee on Monday. On the 
question being put, ; 

Mr. Coke expressed his astonishment 


and surprise at what had just fallen from the 


noble lord, ‘ that the more he considered 
the tax, the more he was convinced of its 
justice and expediency.’ For bimself, the 
more he considered it, the more he was 
convinced of its severity and oppression, 
He deeply lamented the necessity of ope 
posing any of the measures brought for- 
ward by his majesty’s present ministers, 
who had his entire confidence, and who, 
in his opinion, if the country was to be 
saved, were the only men that could effect 
that salvation. He had been thirty years 
a member of parliament, and had uni- 
formly voted on the other side of the house, 
and conscientiously. It would be with ree 
gret, therefore, that he should oppose men 
whom he knew and loved; but he should 
be obliged by a sense of his duty to oppose, 
this tax, as it appeared to him to be a boon 
to a certain class of men (the public brew- 
ers), but whether they deserved that boon 
or not by the quality of the article they 
supplied to the public, it was not his wi 
to discuss. ‘ 
Sir R, Buxton, who had from the first 
considered the tax as objectionable, was 
glad to hear, that the measure of introdue 
cing the excise into private families had been 
finally abandoned. But he was extremely. 
sorry to learn, that the noble lord intended 
to persist in the measure, and again t@ 
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bring it forward next year; though he 
trusted that he would, in the mean time, 
see reason to alter his determination. 
~ Lord Henry Petty was sorry to find, that 
what had been stated by him on first pro- 
ing the tax to the house, had been so 
rossly misrepresented, as well as that the 
subject of excise should again be adverted 
to, witer he had distinctly stated to the 
house his intention, in case of his bringing 
forward the tax, to omit the excise clause 
Nothing that he had said, 
could warrant the misrepresentations that 
had been made at public meetings on this 
subject. No man was more averse than 
himself, nor had it ever entered into his 
head to carry the system of excise into 
rivate families. His object ‘had been 
faseely to give an option to families so cir- 
cumstanced as to make such option de- 
sirable: he had, however, on finding that 
considerable: difficulties were felt with re- 
spect to the introduction of the excise at 
all, determined to omit that part of the 
proposed arrangement. ‘The principle on 
which the tax rested; was to make all] de- 
scriptions of the consumers of beer contri- 
bute to the tax. 
Mr. Baker had objected to the introduc- 
tion of the excise in the first instance, and 
had felt much of his objections obviated 
by the giving up that part of the measure. 
He agreed with his hon. friend (Mr. Coke) 
in the wish not to be obliged to oppose the 
measures of his majesty’s ministers; but he 
could not go the length with him in say- 
ing, that they were the only set of men 
that could save the country. He had been 
above thirty years in parliament; during 
which period, he had voted sometimes on 
one side'and sometimes on the other. He 
could not place in the present ministers the 
same implicit confidence with his hon. 
friend ; and, from the experience of the 
last twelve years, he was sure, that some 
individuals amongst them were not intitled 
tothatconfidence. 
_ Mr. Long thought the option of: being 
excised or not, was no relief or accommo- 
dation whatever to the private man ; for, 
if'he did not accept the option, he must. 
be liable to all the same penalties as the 
common brewer. With regard to the pro- 
posed addition of 10 per cent. on the As- 
sessed Taxes, it deserved to be considered, 
whether the increase might not be pushed 
80 far, as to counteract the very purpose 
itt view, and to diminish, instead of in- 


freasing, their general produce, At 


same time,’ this substitute met with ‘hig 

Mr. Secretary “or was of opinion, that 
the tax in question Was a good one, as pute 
ting the private brewer only on-a ae 
of equality with the other consumers o 
beer. All that part of the measure which 
related to the excise, was intended tobe 
dropped; but he must say, that it only 
meant that every person should have his 
option ; and that if, on the principle, vo- 
lenti non fit injuria, any man should choose 
to submit to all the inconveniences of thé 
excise, instead of paying on the scale of the 
assessed taxes, he might be at liberty to en- 
joy his option. ‘This was all that was ins: 
tended by the word “ accommodation” - 
which had been used, and on which the 
right hon. gent. who spoke last, had dwelt. 
But, on the whole, whatever might be his 
opinion with regard to the tax, he was glad 
that it was postponed for the present. In 
the difficulties in which the country was 
placed, we could only make choice of the 
least of two evils, and it became necessary 
for the house to’consider, principally, what 
tax might be the least objectionable. With 
regard to the addition to the assessed taxes, 
there was reason to believe that it would 
be productive in some degree. It would © 
be found ‘impossible to ‘avoid pressing, 
either more immediately, or more re- 
motely, on the poorer classes of society. 
Even the assessed taxes must have ‘this 
effect to a certain extent. 

Mr. Wilberforce observed, that had the 
tax been persisted in, he should have con- 
gratulated the house, that the part re- 
specting the excise had been left out; but 
he now felt still more gratified that the 


noble lord had relinquished the measure, at 


least for the present ;' and he must say, that 
the conduct of the noble lord on this occa- 
sion had increased that respect which hé 
had uniformly felt for his character. He 
had shown, that he remembered that he 
was the financier of a free country, and that 
the general stock of good will towards the 
government should not be diminished. 
Had the’ tax been persisted in, he should | 
not have opposed it, as he had already re« 
sisted a preceding measure, which he con- 
sidered as hostile to the manufactures of 
the country; but he should have regretted 
the effects which he feared it would have 
had'in many parts of the country, where it 


common for families to brew theirowh 


beer—a practice which he should ever 
consider as equally favourable to comfort 
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end sobriety, and as deserving of every 
‘encouragement. In the main, he con- 
sidered the proposed addition of 10 per 
cent. on the assessed.taxes as an excellent 
measure; though it might, perhaps, be bet- 
23 to make the increase greater on some 
these taxes than on others, A very con- 
siderable increase on the tax on men ser- 
-- yants, for instance, would never bear hard 
om the poorer classes of society. 
__ Mr, Jodnstone expressed his astonishment 
and regret, that the noble lord should have 
abandoned a former tax, and relinquished 
the present, while nothing hitherto had 
been imposed for payment of the interest 
of the Joan, except the trifling tax on ap- 
_ pyaisements and on tobacco, &c. ;He con- 
tended, that the principle of te tax was 
geod; and that it only required courage 
and perseverance, on the part of the noble 
Jord, to render it productive. He quoted 
the words of Dr. Adam Smith, who had, 
long ago, recommended a tax precisely si- 
milar ; though he had proposed, that the 
duty should rather be imposed on the malt, 
than on the priyate brewer. On the whole, 
he conceived, that ministers had thought 
the relinguishment of the measure neces- 
gary, for the support of the military, plans 
of their right hon. colleague, and not pro- 
duced by any conviction of its hurtful 
tendency. 
Mr, Tyrwhit Jones thought that, had the 
tax been persisted in, the present ministers 
would have become as unpopular as any 
had ever gone’ before them, He would 
adyise the noble lord, however, to revert to 
the tax oniron, in preference to an increase 
of the assessed taxes, a 
Sir W.W. Wynne observed, that private 
prewers generally used double the quantity 
ef malt and bops to that consumed by the 
public. brewer, for producing the same 
quantity of beer; and, therefore, as much 
expence attended the private brewer, as the 
gensumer of beer from public breweries. 
Besides, it was not always in the option of 
an individyal to have recourse to public 
brewers ; he could state that, in the whole 
principality of Wales, there was only one 
of that description. 
_ Mr, W, Smith considered the clamour 
thet bad been raised. against the tax, id 
ponecessary and excessive. He thoyght,' 
ahat if the people of that part of the coun-| 
dry, with which the last hon. gent. who 
spoke was connected, put less malt into} 
¢heir beer, their health and their mo-' 


Sir 7. W. Wynne, in reply, observed that 
they used malt and hops; which the public 
brewers did 

Mr, Caleert was not aware of any pecn 
liar pressure on the labouring poor, whieh 
had been produced by taxes lately im. 
posed. The demand for labour had ine 
creased; and with it, the increase of wa : 
but the middle ranks of society bad felt the 
pressure much more severely. £ 

Mr. Rose thought, that the situation 
the public brewer was not such as calle 
for javour and protection, by imposing g 
countervailing duty on private brewers, 
The quantity of malt used by the publig 
brewer was inconsiderable, when compare 
with that used by the private brewer, [jf 
had been found, that the porter brewers 
of London produced three barrels and 
half of beer from eight bushels; while the 
private brewer required tev bushels to pro- 
duce a hogshead. It had been calculated, 
that the public brewers produced as much 
from 2,400,000 bushels, as the private 
brewers from 7 millions of bushels, i 
could not, therefore, see how the publi 
would gain, by throwing the production of 
beer principally into the hands of the brewe 
ers; as what might be gained by the in- 
crease of the duty on beer, might be lost 
by the defalcation of that on malt. 

Mr. Whitbread declared, that the concern 
to which he belonged did not produce their 
beer in the proportions by the hon. gent 
who spoke last. So far ag he Bis 
the hon, gentleman’s statement was. ats 
even correct; for the quantity there al- 
luded to was not 33, but 3} barrels, 
But, even in that proportion, he 4 
that the calculation did pot apply tot 
house in which he was concerned. Surely, 
howeyer, it must be seen, that the publ 
brewer must know little of bis trade, ang 
make little of his capital, if he could-not 
produce a better article out of a smaller 
guantity of malt and bops than a private 
brewer could. 


Mr. Alderman Combe confirmed. the gor 


rectness of this calculation; and observed, 
that the public brewer had great adyan- 
tages over the private, in respect ofthe 
quantity from the same materials, arising 
from superior skill and machinery ,—It 
then ordered, that the house resolve. itsell 
into a committee of ways and means 
Monday next, 
[Mutiny Mr. Secretary Wing 
bam having moyed the order of the day 


sale would he approved by she change. third reading of the Mutiny bill, 
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Mr. Walluce_said,. that. his first and, ons. Reasoning of this kind, he was aware 
Jeading objection to the bill was, that it was, might be represented as preaching discon- 
a violent infraction of the undoubted prero- | tent, but that should not prevent him from 
gative of the crown, which the constitution ‘stating objections which must be obvious to 
‘of the country had invested with the power | every man. It was, indeed, a strange com- 
of enlisting forces for such a time of service | plaint to come from that side of the house, 
as his majesty might think proper. What) from gentlemen, the greatest part of whose 
was still more, it even precluded the king lives had been spent in a perpetual and sys- 
from the exercise of his prérogative, in giv- | tematic opposition to every measure pro- 
ing a negative to the measure, as it was ceeding from the government.’ He, him-: 
tacked to the Mutiny bill, to which his ma- | self, could recollect one of those gentlemen 

must give his assent, or leave his do- | doubting the morality of the people sub- 
‘minions without av army. He could not | mitting to the law, and saying, that it would 
‘conceive what was to be gained by making | be a question of prudence or diseretion ; and 
that pledge different from what the soldier | if so, how could he or his friends now com- 
had from the crown; and that which he was | plain of the statement of objections which 
to have from the parliament; but the mis-| were in the mouths of every one? The dis- 
chievous tendency of degrading the crown, | tinction between the army and the navy on 
and taking away that responsibility which this occasion was not to be overlooked, and 
parliament ought to have over any bad and | was very proper to be stated in debate, as it 
wicked ministers, who might be disposed to | was difficult to find a reason Why advanta- 
‘abuse the authority vested in them. He wes ges should he given to the one and denied to © 
at a loss which most to admire, the boldness the other. Upon a question of such mo- 
‘of the right hon. secretary, in proposing so | ment it was to be lamented that the house 
strange a plan, or his tardiness in bringing it} was not in possession of the opinions given’ 
forward. He had not done away by it any| by military authorities on the subject. It 
thing that was likely to affect the feelings ofthe | might well be doubted, whether, in changing 
existing army. ‘There could, indeed be no/ the condition of the soldier, you did not 
doubt of their loyalty and attachment; but | change his character. The right hon. secre- 
it should, at the same time, be considered, | tary said, that by the advantages now held 
that the army was composed of men alive | out, the army would obtain a better de- 
and quick to every sense of injury. Accord- | scription of persons than usually entered the 
ing to the doctrine of the right hon. secre-| service; but upon what that expectation was 
tary himself, the men were brought into the | founded, he knew not, for he believed it 
situation of soldiers by a system of fraud, | would not be contended that the army was 
intoxication, crimping, aud every sort of in-| not at present in as good a state as.it was 
direction. He says to them, “ You have, capable of being placed. He did not see 
fought our battles, you have exalted tle any advantage that could arise from blend- 
fame of the British army, you have covered ing the characters of the soldier and the ci- 
the country with glory; but you shall not | tizen; on the contrary, he thought they 
have the benefit of the present measure.” | would be much better kept seperate, as they 
~ Let the house then judge what must be the | were in all other countries, which kept up 
feelings of men who found themselves so large military establishments. Another rea- 
treated. He should have less objection to son why he objected to the measure was, 
the measure, if the new levies were to be ‘that we had heretofore in this country 
placed in separate corps, where no jealousies tried the experiment of limited service, both 
would arise amongst them ; but as the thing as to time and space, and had not derived 
"was to be constituted now, one man in the any advantage from it, as was fully evinced 
ranks of a corps would have a great ad- by the Army of Reserve, and the Additio- 
vantage over his comrade. In the present nal Force act, both of which proved un- 
state of the army, there was no ground for productive, whilst they injured the recruit- 
invidious comparisons; but under the new ing for the standing army. But what was to 
plan, it was quile different, as one set of men himthe most objectionable of all was, that he 
might quit the army at certain periods, or saw no necessity whatever for recurring to 
towards the close of their terms force their a measure of the kind. It would be pro- 


officers to relax their discipline, in order to ductive, as had been most clearly shewn by 
tetain them; whereas, another set were his noble friend (lord Castlereagh), and 
compelled to remain, and placed altogether . others, of great and unexampled expences, 
ona different footing from their compani- and would incur the risk of injuring, if not 
Vi, | 2M 
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.of totally destroying the discipline of the 
army. In foreign service, the men must be 
brought home at the expiration of their se- 
-veral terms of service, which would be at- 
tended, with almost incalculable expence, 
and abundant trouble;: besides, it would 
. .have this certain and very important disad- 
-vantage attached to it, that the army would 
continually be in a state of suffering, by be- 

ing obliged to part with the very best men 
.of which it was composed, of those also 

who had been longest in the service, who 
_were the best disciplined and most inured to 
the clunates, which men must be replaced by 
raw recruits, men who had seen no service, 
and who, from not being inured to the cli- 
mate, were likely to suffer infinitely more 
from the ravages of that, than from the 
sword of the enemy; and then we should 
have to provitle annually for a very extra- 
ordinary number of casualties, to the 

-amount of several thousands a year, which 
_ would render it very difficult to keep the 

army at its full and complete establishment. 

He could not but feel, with his noble friend, 

the vast weight of this enormous expence, 

at a time when the country was so ill able 

-to bear it, and when every expence that 
could possibly be avoided, ought to be so. 
-It had been said, that if the plan did not 
succeed, it was easy to recede from it, but 
-he thought very differently on that head. 
They would find, on the contrary, a very 
. great difficulty in any attempt to recede 
. from it. - 

Mr. Wilberforce declared, that he had 
-not been able, till lately, to turn his atten- 
-tion to the consideration of this question ; 

but upon considering it, he was convinced 

that it had been truly said, that it should 
_ not be considered merely as a military ques- 
. tion, but as an appeal to the great principles 

_of human nature, which gentlemen, who 

had not the advantage of a military educa- 

_tion, might be competent to decide. In the 

consideration that he had thought it his duty 

_to give to the subject, he had perused seve- 

_Yal of the military treatises which had lately 

. been written, one by an hon. member of 
that house (General Stuart), and another 
. professing to be a discussion of the present 
state of the English army, and both these 
treatises met with his decided approbation. 
-This was a circumstance which he only 
mentioned, that the house might not sup- 
|pose he rose to speak upon a military ques- 
tion, without having previously taken any 
pains to.inform his judgment. It was al- 
lowed on all hands, that the great question 
«t present, was to increase the regular army. 
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Gentlemen might differ as to the degre 
of necessity for the increase, but to him} 
appeared that a considerable increase of 
our regular army was necessary, to enable 
us to resist the enemy. If this count 

once possessed a large regular Ai, 


naval power would give it great advantages 
in the use of it. If the enquiry, then, were 
simply to find out the most effectual means 
of increasing the regular army, the a 
ment of his Windham) 
appeared perfectly fair, when he su 
the measures should be 
induce men to enter into the army, as would 
be taken to induce persons to enter into 
any other occupation where hands were 
wanting. The greatest inducement that 
could be held out was hope. Hope was 
the great stimulus to every exertion; and 
mankind were so constituted, that their 
happiness was more in the pursuit of a 
distant advantage, than in the actual enjoy. 
ment of it when it should be obtained. It 
was upon this great principle of human na- 
ture, that the nations which had most ex- 
celled in military renown, had wisely form- 
ed institutions which facilitated the advance 
ment of men from the lowest ranks to the 
highest situations. Although from the mea 
sure as proposed by his right hon friend, 
he hoped a great deal, and anticipated 
much good, yet he considered that the 
positive inducement to men to enter into 
the army must come from some other 
source. ~ At present, whatever inducements 
there were to enter the military life, were 
balanced by the consideration that it isa 
step which can never be recalled, “ vestigia 
nulla retrorsum.” ‘They were also 
by the opinions of parents and friends, who 
considered a young man ruined and Jost to 
his family and friends for ever, should he 
embrace the life of a soldier. He cons 
dered then, that the principal effect of this 
measure would be to remove the impedi- 
ments which now stood in the way of Te 
cruiting, but that the positive inducements 
must come from some other quarter. He 
thought that the strongest inducement would 
be to see the means of promotion within 
their reach, and attainable in a short time. 
He thought there was many a man who 


‘would not set great value on a distant ad- 


vantage at the expiration of 14 or 20 yeals, 
but that if some kind of promotion of ho- 
nourable distinction could be obtained ina 


‘few years, would feel strongly induced to 


aspire to it. He thought -that the poss 
bility of speedy promotion from the lowest 
situations of life to a bigher one, would of 
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itself be the most powerful inducement. 
fiven small distinctions had great weight 
with the generality of mankind; for such 
was the littleness of human nature, that it 
was almost always by-comparison that peo- 
ple judged of their own situation and of 
their own happiness. If they saw themselves 
éver so little raised above those who had 


been their equals, they were highly pleased 
and elated; and onthe other hand, it was 


often by comparing their situation with that 
of others, that many found out, or fancied 
that they were miserable. Distinctions that 
would hardly cost the nation any thing 
would to individuals be of great importance. 
Militaty men were at all times fond of such 
distinctions ; and therefore the stars, the 
ribbons, and the military decorations which 
were usually given to successful command- 
ers, had always been reckoned among those 
things that formed “ the cheap defence of 
nations.” He should wish that the system 
of those military decorations, as a reward 
of merit, should be much farther extended 
in the army, so that every man might en- 
tertain a hope that an opportunity might 
occur, in the course of 1, 2, or 3 years, when 
he might signalize himself by some gallant 
exploit, to gain some of those envied dis- 
tinctions. He had heard, that at one time 


-the late administration had thought of in- 


stituting something like an order of merit 


among the navy, and he hoped the noble 


lord who was now at the head of the ad- 
miralty would carry that idea into execution. 
He was convinced that such an_ institution 
would hold out the most powerful motives 
both to great exertions, and to make the 
service attractive. He could by no means 
agree with the objection that had been so 
much relied upon, that such a measure as 


~ this should have been carried into effect by 


the crown, without consulting parliament. 


‘He was surprized, indeed, at the quarter 


from which this objection proceeded ; for if 
ministers had acted differently, and, of their 
own heads, introduced a change so impor- 


‘tant in the military system of the country, 
and which appeared to thase gentlemen so 
‘very objectionable, would they not, on 


much stronger grounds, have charged his 


“Inajesty’s ministers with presumption, in 


following entirely their own opinions, and 


‘hot giving the country the benefit of having 
this important question fully discussed be- 


fore it was decided on? The practical 


_effect which he expected from this mea- 
'§ure, would be in the general impression 
_in its favour. Persons were much more 
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apt to judge of their condition from the 
Opinions of others, than from their own 
feelings; and when the condition of a sol- 
dier should be generally thought a good 
one, all the great objections which now ex- 
ist would disappear. He thought it might: 
perhaps be better to extend that system a- 
little to the regular army now existing. It 
was somewhat revolting to the feelings of 
every humane mind, tiat a man, who en-. 
tered in the army in some unguarded mo- 
ment, should be told, that he should be 
kept there for his lifé; and it was almost 
an insult to common ‘sense, to tell him, that 
as his act was voluntary the country. would 
hold him rigidly to his bargain, It appeared 
to him, that the system was likely not only: 
to increase the number of our regular army, 
but to improve, in a considerable degree, 
the quality of the soldiers. He considered, - 
that the tone and character-of the British 
army would be highly improved by it. The 
strong reason which induced him to think 
so was, that in consulting the history of all 
military nations, he found, that beginning 
from the history of the Grecian states, and 
going down to the history of the present 
day, it was an universal truth, without-a 
single exception, that, the armies of free 
nations fought with more spirit, and achiev- 
éd greater actions, than the soldiers of those 
nations that were not free. This was 
proved by the history of all nations: by 
none more than of England. It was not 
until Magna Charta had been obtained, 
and some degree of civil liberty established, 
that England, which a short time before 
had been conquered by the Norman invad- 
ers, was able in her turn to invade France, 
and make her enemies fear her on the other 
side of the water. It was from its’ liberty, 
that it obtained its military reputation, and 
its means of defence. It was a pleasing 
and grateful thought, that, when the Al- 
mighty bestowed freedom on a nation, that 
blessing itself ensured the protection of the 
country, as long as the animating principle 
was preserved, The soldiers of free nations 
werealways remarked for a certain elevation 
of character, and noble daring, which did 
not belong to the character of other nations.. 
The French never fought with such enthu- 
siasm and success, as when their armies were 
animatedwiththe name ard hopes of freedom. 
If the present order of things, however, con- 
tinued in that country, he should venture to 
say, that all their nbbons and legions of 
honour, would but supply the place of 
the inspiring principle of liberty, and that 
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the character of the French armies must 
gratlually decline; whereas, the energies of 
_ the British army would be: considerably in- | 
_ creased. by extending to them the feeling, 
that British soldiers are free men, and that 
_ they fight for a free country. He also con- 
sidered, that this measure would immediate- 
ly operate to prevent desertion, and by im- 
proving the character of the army, tend 
. gradually to diminish the severity of punish- 
_ments.. He could not agree with those 
who thought, that if this measure were once 
adopted, it could not be departed from. 
He, indeed, wished that the experiment 
should have a fair trial, which would require 
at leastten years; but if it were then found 
inefficient, another system might be pursued. 
: As to the great discontent that many gentle- 
men had supposed would, in such case, 
prevail, experience had shewn, that this 
apprehension was ill founded; for, in the 
time of the American war, there were many 
enlisted only for the war, who served in the | 
same regiments with soldiers enlisted for life, 
and no such discontents were then heard of. 
Neither could he see that any such discon- 
tents were likely to prevail in the navy, for 
the sailors were in fact only serving for a 
limited term, and expected their discharge 
at the conclusion of the war. He coutd | 
not allow that the plan deserved the name 
ef a theory or a speculation; it was built 
upon the general principles of human 
nature, and upon the known effects which 
the history of all nations proved to result 
from those principles, and in this sense it 
must be said to be founded on experience. 
‘The mere opinions of an individual might be 
erroneous, but the great principles of human 
nature were unchangeable. The hon. gent. 
concluded, by observing on the advantages 
likely to result from the improvement in 
the system of. colonial service; and took 
that opportunity to state how strongly he 
was impressed with the idea, that it was the 
continuance of the Slave trade, and the 
state of barbarism our slaves were kept in, 
‘which principally occasioned the necessity of 
sending annually thousands. of our soldiers 
- to protect the whites in the West Indies, not 
-so much from the foreign enemy, as from 
their own slaves; and it was this West India 
- service which was at the same time the great- 
est drain to the British army,and the greatest 
‘discouragement to its being recruited. 
_ Mri Hiley Addington could not avoid 
shortly expressing his sentiments upon the 
important question then before the house. 
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ject. 


He thought that his right hon. friend (Mr: 


Windham) had not been handsomely or 


fairly treated, when his plan had been go 


often called a whim, and a wild and fanci. 
ful theory. The word theory was generally 


applied to: systems and opinions hastily 


adopted: but the gentlemen on the other 
side of the house. had been complaining, 
week afier week, and day after day, of hig 
right hon. friend having taken so much time 
to consider and mature his plan, before he 
presented it to the house. In the full re 
sponsibility of the measure, not only his 
inajesty’s ministers. in that house, but a 
noble lord, in the other (lord Grenville), 
would willingly take their full share. Ag 
for himself, though he had no share in the 
responsibility, yet when he heard his right 
hon, friend charged as a rash and hasty 
speculator for introducing it, he must say, 
that he so perfectly approved of it, that he 
should wish his political character in that 
respect to stand or fall with that of those 
who introduced this measure. A good deal 
had been said in the course of the discuss 
sions that had taken place on this quesiion, 
of the opinions of the general officers not 
being laid before that house. The opin- 
ionsof officers were given upon a question re- 
ferred to them by the commander in chief, 
and which was different from that which 
was now under discussion. ‘The question 
which had been referred to them was mere- 
ly between limited service and service for 
life. There were, however, in the presentplan, 
so many auxiliary inducements combined 
with the preposed limitation, thatthe question 
then to be considered was totally different 
trom that which had been referred to the 
general officers. As to the motives which 
duced men to eulist, he believed the non- 
commissioned officers could speak better’ 
than the generals; but every man of com- 


‘mon sense, and who was at all acquainted 


with the character of the English nation, 
might form a good judgment on that sub- 
He considered that the casualties of 
the army, reckoned at 15,000 annually, 
would not be near so great in future, as the 
principal part of it, arising from desertion, 
would bein a great measure done away. 
He was much more san suine in his expecta 
tion of immediate success than his ight 
hon, friend, and conceived that it was in his 
character a trait of that generous policy, 
which, according to the practice of out 
ancestors, legisiated as much for the 

of posterity as for the present time. Some 
gentlemen had said, “ we were well enough 
as we were.” Whoever would look on 


| 

i 

| 
( 
| 
| 
{ 

i 

* 
| ‘ 


. ‘Wot admit-the wisdom of the maxim, Fas 


ii sor) PARL, DEBATES, June 6, 1806.— Mutiny Bill. [538 


niap of Europe, and see nothing but France, , gentieman (Mr. Grattan) had ‘talked of 


- excepting the territories of our magnani- | Roman discipline, and then had reverted to 


mous ‘allies; the emperor of Russia and | his favourite republic; but what applied to 
the king of Sweden, could hardly bring | the Roman phalanx and legion was wholly 
himself to think that “we were well enough:| inapplicable to modern warfare. ‘The hon. 
as we were.” He concluded by expressing | judge Advocate had spoken of Scotland, as 
his firm conviction, that this would not only | of a couutry peculiarly sensible where 
be a most efficient measure, but that, in| money was concerned, as if the Irish and 
time, it would be a very popular one. He | English were not equally susceptible of the 
had conversed with many military officers | mercenary feeling. The general did not 
on the subject, and they had all, without | understand either the policy or the propriety 
exception, considered.that the army would | of this local reasoning. From the view be 
pe benefited by it. He also had conversed | took of the measure, it appeared to him 
with several ‘soldiers who had been dis- | most unwise and dangerous, and he hoped 
charged, and they all agreed that such a | its progress would be mierrupted before so 
measure would be “the making of the | fine an army was impaired by such fanciful 
amy.” ‘This, he was sure, would be the | schemes. ‘The system of the Roman army 
general feeling of all the soldiers in the army, | was, the hon, general contended, inapplica- 
and of all those classes from which soldiers-| ble to this country, and to the present 
were to be obtained, and he thereforethought | times; young men of 18 engaged for seven 
that the measure was the most likely for ra- | years would never be fit for colonial servi- 


pidly recruiting the army. 


ces. The army was admitted to be at the- 


' General Tarleton said, the right hon. gent. | present moment better in numbers and con- 
(Mr. Windham) looked to the army not as | dition than at any former period. The - 


sopher, and as a philosopher of a very bad 
school, who knew nothing of the human mind 
yn which his speculations were to operate. 
fe had had. some experience of limited 
"vice in Portugal, when the baron de 
‘olle, who liad the command of a Swiss 
‘giment, did not dare put them to ordinary 
tty, lest those whose time was expiring 
Suld quit the military life. Then wit, 
Ngination, history, and every thing else was 
Pised into the debate, excepting what be- 
loed to it, for the mere purpose of doing 
wt: the lawyers called “blinking the 
qtiion.” Among the rest, the French 
Sete was held up as an example, and he 


‘est, ab hoste doceri; but in the present 
‘case precedents adduced had either no 
‘apphtion at all, or were opposed to the 
argunt of the right honourable gentle- 
‘mMan.The truth was, the ofticers of the 
‘army been heartily tired of the pro- 
‘lixity (ministers. Colonel Manly Power 
had Wen a letter, stating that he was 
what Mr. Windham’s plans 
‘would | that he was completely sick of 
“waiting the system, and that he had 
‘applied | a month’s absence, as every 
‘thing wat  stand-still. He added, that 
‘he’ ‘had moved his smail battalion, 
and that nen were doubled by the addi- 
tional forpill; and further, that every 
“man fit fotneral service had volunteered 


"an Englishman and a soldier, but as.a philo- | present ministers, if they could have found 


any opinions to bear them out, would have 
appealed to the generai officers: but the 
genera! otiicers were all known to be averse 
to the plan, and therefore no appeai was 
made to them. The plan was not calculated 
to give salistaction to the army, for it gave 
greater advantages to ihe raw recruit 
than to the veteran soldier, it went at the 
same time to make discontents among 
150,000 men, and to impose immoderate 
burthens on the country. The language of 
the right hon. gentleman, im saying, that 
when a man went iuto the army for life, he 
was considered as having gone to the dogs, 
like the strange expression of ‘killed off,’ and 
such others, was calculated to disgust the 
soldiers. 

The Lord Advocate did not exacil 
know to whom the hon. general alluded, 
when he styled him judge advocate, and 
his doubts were not wholly removed when 
the allusion was made to his observations, 
for they did not seem to have been correctly 
understood by that gallant officer. Limited 
service was the most successful way of 
procuring men; and to suppose they could 
not judge of the advantages of limited 
service, because they had not sustained the 
character, was as absurd as to imagine that 
a young woman could not tell the iaduce- 
ment that one of her sex might have in 
taking a husband, because she herself 
had not entered into. the. marriage state. 
Ia the country with which he was best a-. 


‘nto it on ijving the bounty. An hon. 
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“quainted, the men werenot obtiaiied byhang- | former channel had numerous 
ing a parse upona halbert; they took rational | The temper of the hardy Caledonian, 


Views of their situation, and oni these formed | whose bravery the nation had been so often 
their determination. With those gentlemen | indebted, was little known. Tell him to 
on the other side, who had considered per-| abandon the fond scenes of his youth for 


_ petual service so acceptable, he should be | ever, and he will retire to the deep recesses 


on to handle such a weapon, ‘and engage | of his mountains: indulge the expectation 
1 the recruiting duty with them. ‘What | that he will, after a term of peril and fy. 
would be the arguments they had to offer | tigue, . revisit his domestic hearth, and he 
to the generous youth of the northern moun- | will accompany you round the globe. His 
tains, who loved the wilds of which they | wants are few, but without freedom nothing 


were natives, because they were the favou- 
tite ‘seat of liberty; _“ Hasten with us, they 
must say, and resign your country. | Enter 
the wild world, and forget the soil of your 
birth. Leave your fathers and relatives to 
their romanti¢ hills and fruitful vales, for 
to them: you shall néver return.” Such must 
be the invitation they: must employ. But 
what would ‘be the language to which he 
Would resort!“ Young men (he would 
exclaim), ‘the love of your country. clings 
about your hearts; filial duty, honour, and 
affection, are dear to you as existence; you 
revere ‘the fraternal attachment, and will 
surrender none of the sacred obligations of 
domestic life. 1 know you will despise all 
dariger in the defence of these fond objects 
of your’solicitude: advance then with me 
to the field of virtue and glory, and if you 
survive the conflict, you shall return to the 
arms of your relatives, and to the bosom of 
yout country, covered with those laurels 
which shall command the respect and the 
gratitude of your compatriots.” With such 
inducémient; and hopes, thousands 
would flock to the standard of their sove- 
reign; nor would they cast “one longing, 
lingering look” toward their native homes, 
until the war was terminated; for they 
‘would know; that, if they presumed to re- 
linquish the scene of their duty, they would 
return to parents and relatives, who would 
consider their appearaiee among them de- 
-rogatory to Scottish valour. When gentle- 
men talked of the future and remote disad- 
vatitages of the plan, they reminded him of 
a dispute regarding a canal between Edin- 
bt and Glasgow, for the supply of coals. 
In one direction it passed through a vale 
without the smallest interruption, on a per- 
fect level, and the tract through which it 
was to pass contained a supply of coals for 
three centuries: in another it was to be ob- 
structed’ by 67 locks, and to be elevated 
7450 feet above the surface of the sea, but 
the supply of coals was sutticient for five 
centuries! Tt was a disgrace to the good 


the lowest orders could be expected 


can satisfy his desires. Donald the peasant, 
had three wishes to express; the first was, 
‘fill my barn full of snuff;’ the second, ‘fill 
my pond with whiskey ;’ for the third, his 
invention, uninstructed by luxury, was de. _ 
ficient, and he. exclaimed, ‘ fill my bam | 
again with snuff.’ The lord advocate con- 
cluded by giving his hearty support to the 
measure. 


Mr. Johnstone thought that the leamed 


lord approved this measure only on account | 
of the men who proposed it, as he had said 
that men could not be procured under the) 


additional force act, where the advantages 
to the recruit were greater. He contendey 
that in the present state of Europe none | 


serve as soldiers. He had but little fa 
in the energies which ;had_ been aserib 
particularly to the soldiers of a free counf 
as the militia of a free country would 
ways be superior to the regular army® 
a despotic government. He admitted) 
the army ought to be augmented,pl 
thought ‘an addition ought to be 'ma/by 
enlisting from the militia. as 
Mr. Whitbread contended that the pject 
of his. right hon. friend was to put end 
to all the theories which had been } 
forward for a long time past. Lik 
ful surgeon, he was removing the h 
iu order that nature might have / Way: 
He mentioned these theories, sua the 
quota bill, the provisional cavalry/¢ Wy 
of reserve act, and the additionaprce ac, 
all of which had failed. He pied that 
there was any danger of 
tiny or discontent from this m¢¥¢ He 
also contended that the calcula’ 
ing the expence had been eri#0US- 
denied that this measure trej@4, nD the 
smallest degree, on the yogative of 
the crown; for, unless 
passed every year, the king/*® 

a soldier. "The instance Bat Wan 
Company’s. soldiers. was aftswer tot 
objections relative to the onial service. 


- sense of the country, that like this bill, the 


He contended that there / #0. danger of 
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arelaxation of discipline, as soldiers never 
qmissness in this respect. He suspected that 
those who opposed the measure did it from 
ia desire to get into their places. One noble 
lord was so fond of place, that he thought 
he was reposing, while in place, on a “ bed 
of roses.” He might have had some tossings 
‘and tumblings, and have felt some of the 
yoses folded under him, a circumstance 
which had given pain to a certain voluptu- 
ary. The expression of his right hon. friend, 
now no more, “ Oh, my country!” was 
not one which might be expected from a 

prson reposing on a bed of roses. Ano- 
ther gent. (Mr. Canning) did not consider 


the harness but the horses, not the 


measures, but the men. Here, however, 
there were both good harness and good 
horses.—The question on the third reading 
was then put; ypon which, 

Mr. S. Bourne rose, and having lament- 
ed that the house was not in possession of 
the military information which was so de- 
sirable on this subject, expressed his general 
disapprobation of the measure. It infringed 
onthe prerogative of the crown, as it would 
preclude his majesty from availing himself 
‘ef any future advantageous mode of raising 
men that might present itself. It was ob- 
jectionable as it related to the deliberations 
of the two houses of parliament. . He was 
not aware of a precedent of such an im- 
portant measure being brought forward in 
such a shape, which might be attended 
with serious consequences, endangering the 
delay in passing the Mutiny bill, until a pe- 
riod beyond that in which it would be re- 
quired. The measure was as wanton and 
‘umnecessary as it was objectionable. The 
experiment might have been tried without 
having destroyed the system from which 
the country was deriving a rapidly increas- 
ing supply. The depressed state of the 
manufactures of the kingdom would, he 
feared, soon afferd an ample source to any 
mode of recruiiing.—Alluding to the speech 
‘of a right hon. secretary on a late evening, 
“he expressed his apprehension, that the 
country had not the means to become as 
great a military power as that right hon. 

nt. seemed so sanguinely to expect. To 
obtain this object, however, he thought 
that the best mode would have been to have 
raised men for different services and in dif- 
‘ferent ways, instead of confining the recruit- 
ing to one description, and allowing - the 
army to moulder away to the number of at 
least 30 or 40,000 men, Comparing the 
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- population of the country with the numbers 
Joved a commander the better for great re-. 
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enyaged in the naval and military services, 
the right hon. gent. could not rationally 
expect to obtain any great accession of num- 
bers to the latter of these services. The 
examples of foreign countries that had bees 
adduced, were by no means applicable. No 
accusation of being factious should ever de- 
ter him from canvassing the measures of 
his majesty’s ministers.. He deprecated the 
ill consequences that would result from the 
adoption of this measure with regard to the 
navy, and with regard to the diseipline of 
the army. The colonies likewise would be 
materially endangered by it, more espe- 
cially in time of war. How many men 
must be continually crossing the sea, to sup- 
ply the place of those the term of whose 
service was expired? If one of those con- 
voys failed, what would become of the co- 
lonies? As to the expence, as caleulated by 
his noble friend, that calculation proceeded 
on the supposition that the meastire would 
succeed, and he was. therefore surprised to 
find that calculation condemned by the ad- 
vocates for the measure. His-noble friend 
had omitted one article of expence, the 
transporting of troops abroad. If this mea- 
sure failed, only one expedient remained. 
—conscription. And he should not be sur- 
prised to find, at some future period, the 
right hon. gent. come forward, and by way 
of still further following up the example of 
foreign countries, propose conscription, to 
supply the place of those perhaps who were 
“killed off.’—(A Jaugh).—Above all he 
considered the measure most embarrassing, 
as discharging men in time of war; for 
these reasons he moved, as an amendment, 
that in the clause schedule it be inserted 
after the word “ discharged,” these words, 
* not until six months after the termination 
of any war in which the country may be 
engaged.” 

Lord H. Petty observed, that the clause 
to which the hon. gent. opposite principally 
directed their attention, did’ nothing more 
than what amounted to a declaration of the 
legislature, to continue for sevén years, what 
formerly they were considered only to allow 
one. But the necessities of almost eve 
state in Europe were now so much iaciehaal 
that his majesty’s ministers had felt it in« 
cumbent on them to make additional de- 
mands upon the population of the country 
for the preservation of the whole: this was 
but a modification of the royal prerogative, 
by which the king is entitled to call on the 
whole of his people to rise in arms fer the 


| 


support of his crown and dignity, as well as 
for the defence of the rights and liberties of 
a free nation. | What was the army of re- 
serve act, but an additional demand on the 
‘population of the country? What was the 
additional force act but an additional de- 
mand: on the population of the country? 
And what had his right hon. friend done 
but to make the additional demand on the 
population of the country more simplified 
and effectual than it had as yet been made 
by any other plan that we had seea brought 
forward? Much as he admired the general 
character of the British army, he could not 
avoid observing, that the desertions were 
now become a disgrace to that army; but 
the system of his right hon. friend would 
be most likely to an effectual stop to the 
practice, by withdrawing the temptations 
which led. men to desert; their condition 
would be bettered, and they would be cer- 
tain-of, haying an opportunity to exercise 
their own choice at a definite period. Gen- 
tlemen said, that in a time of war we should 
not adopt any new theoretical experiment, 
He was well convinced, however, that a 
‘time of war or danger was not a time in 
which we should give way to any feelings 
-of fear. This reminded him of an anecdote 
told of a very brave man, who, being asked 
* How he would act if he were on the top of 
Salisbury steeple,’ replied, ‘ Just in the same 
manner as if I were on Salisbury plain.’ 
And there could be no doubt that in time 
of danger true wisdom consisted in acting 
with steadiness and courage. . 

Mr. Canning rose and spoke as follows. — 
Irise, sir, not only for the purpose of reply- 
ing to the noble lord who spoke last, but of 
recapitulating as‘shortly as I can the leading 
arguments by which this measure has been 
opposed, and which remain at this period of 
the discussion wholly unanswered ; of re- 
minding the house of the state in which the 

question now stands ; and of conjuring them 
to avail themselves of this last opportunity, 
which is afforded them by the amendment 
of my hon. friend (Mr. S. Bourne), if not 
to save the regular army of the country al- 
together from the peril of the projected in- 
novation, at least to disarm that innovation 
__ of part of the mischief with which it threat- 
_ ens to be attended.—The precise object of 
_ the amendment is to prevent the operation 
of the discharges during war: to prevent, 
if possible, the dismemberment or dissolu- 
tion of the British army, at periods when 
the very safety of the country may depend 
upon its being kept together. The noble 


lord who spoke last has cither misunderstood 
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or dexterously misstated the purport of this 
amendment. He has argued against:it:as if 
its avowed object had been to prevent the 
passing of this bill during the war ; and he 


has told us that, in his opinion, the time.of — 


danger is the properest time for. the display 
of additional courage and magnanimity. The 
is propositi 
(according to the custom of the treasy 


bench, when argument is wanting,) bya 
story, the authenticity of which it is not — 


necessary to question, of some wise and 
gallant individual, who appears to have ob. 
tained a great share of the noble lord’s admi- 


ration, by replying to a person who ask. 


edhim * What he would do if he were on 


the top of Salisbury steeple ?” “ That he | 


would do on Salisbury feeble precisely 
the same thing that he would do on Salis. 
bury plain.” This reply the noble lord con. 
siders as fraught with wisdom and magna. 
nimity, and as affording a brilliant example 
to parliament and to the country. In point 
of wisdom, perhaps, it is not easy to decide 
between the person who asked the question 
and him who answered it. It may be mat. 
ter of surprize, indeed, that the answerer 
did not reply to the querist by another 
query, namely, “* Why in God’s name he 
should go to the top of the steeple at all?” 
What it was that he was to do when he ft 
there, the noble lord has not condescended 
to inform us, nor would it perhaps be be- 
coming to suggest ; but among tlie few fune- 
tions which a man in that situation could 
possibly perform, there does not appear to 


be any one which is peculiarly worthy of 


the imitation or attention of the house, or 
which might not have been performed with 
as much advantage and satisfaction in a 
horizontal direction upon the plain asin a 
perpendicular one from the steeple. But 
however splendid this individual achieve- 
ment may have been in the noble lords 
opinion, he must see that as an illustration it 
is not good for much, unless it be the noble 
lord’s intention to contend, not only that we 
ought to behave with steadiness and courage 
in time of actual danger, but that it is expe- 
dient to create dangers, and to place, out- 
selves in situations of peril, purely for the 


sake of our magnanimity, Such 
u 


would be the failure of the noble lord’s at- 
gument, even if applied to the question 
as he has argued it, of commencing 

system in time of war: but the object of 
the amendment being, as has been stated, 
to suspend the operation of the system dut- 
ing future wars, it would be difficult to make 


out any claim of magnanimity on our part 
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for inflicting on posterity evils which we do 


not encounter ourselves.—-What objection 
can reasonably be offered to this amendment 
we are yetto learn. To the principle of it 
the right hon. gent. (Mr, Windham) has. 
subscribed, when he admitted an extension 
of 3 years’ service in the case of discharges 
becoming claimable during war. This ad- 
mission is of itself sufficient to acknowledge 
the necessity ; but it is not sufficient to re- 
medy it. On the other hand, it breaks in 
upon the certainty and definiteness in the 
term of service, which the right hon gent. 
has urged as the main advantage of his 
whole system; it breaks in upon it suffici- 
ently to destroy the inducement arising 
from it, at the same time that it does not 
meet the evil, the apprehension of which 
alone can justify any such infraction. Quit- 
ting, however, the narrower ground of the 
amendment immediately before us, the no- 
ble lord has gone into the more general to- 
pics upon the subject of the bill, but Ithink 
without being fortunate enovgh to supply 
that degree of argument and conviction 
which has been so much desiderated from 
the other side of the house. One point, 
however, he has entirely omitted, upon 
which it would have been particularly de- 
sirable, and from that noble lord .it might 
perhaps have been reasonably expected, 
that we should derive some information, I 
meanthe question ofexpence. The right 
hon. gent. the author of the bill, expressed, 
on a former night, a wish that he had found 
leisure to look over the calculations, a 
wish in which the house and the country 
My hon. 
and learned friend near me, (Mr. Perceval) 
and my noble friend, (lord Castlereagh), 
upon this acknowledgment, that ministers 
had not turned their attention to the sub- 
ject, ventured to suggest, with all becoming 
deference, such rough and imperfect esti- 
mates on this head ws the few data in pos- 


‘session of the house, and the unenlightened 


diligence of men out of cffice, could fur- 
nish. But these suggestions were so ill 


“received, so confidcnily scouted, as full of 


error and exaggeration, that it became im- 
possible not to suppose, that though the 
right hon. gent. whose immediate business 
it was to bring in the bill, had not had lei- 
sure to look into this material part of it, 
some other of his majesty’s ministers had 
thought it their duty to take the task off 
of his hands? and when the chancellor of 
the exchequer rose, it was natural to look 
to him for information upon a subiect not 
wholly unconnected with his department. 
Vou. VII. 
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Upon this subject, however, the noble lord, 
has not said one word; 2nd the huuse is 
now called upon to pass a bill which obvi- 
ously and notoriously entails a vast expence 
upon the country, without any official esti- 
mate, without any ministerial statement, 
without the smallest information by which 
to form a calculation, or even a conjecture, . 
as to the amount of the burden which they 
are imposing. All that we know is, that 
$30,0001. a year (for of so much we have an | 
estimate) isa part only, and a small part, of 
the whole amount. Wath respect to the 
remainder, the only intelligence that we 
have been able to obtain, is, that the ex- 
pence will not be so great as it was estimated 
by my noble friend, namely, about two 
millions a year.—Another main objection 
to the whole of this plan, which the right 
hon. gent. who introduced it had never 
condescended to answer, the noble lord and 
others who preceded him in this debate 
have this night attempted to remove: I re- 
fer to the difficulties attending the colonial 
service. The noble lord instances the prac- 
tice of the East India Company, who en= 
gaged their recruits for limited service, (a 
term of five years), and who, as the noble 
lord avers, never in any instance broke 
faith with them in India, and suffered no 
inconvenience from adhering to their en- 
gagements. I will not enter into the ques- 
tion of good faith ;.the testimony on that 
point is certainly not unanimous. It is 
sufficient to remark that, whether from feel- 
ing any inconvenience or not, the India 
Company have some years since, at the 
suggestion of lord Cornwallis, wholly aban- 
doned that mode of enlistment; that there 
remains, I believe, but one battalion whose 
service is upon that tenure; and that with 
the exception of that battalion, all the troops 
now serving in the East Indies are enlisted 
for.an indefinite term. It may be added, 
that the whole of the troops so engaged for 
limited service never amounted at any one 
time to 5000 men ; a very insufficient precé- 
dent for placing the whole British army on 
that footing, and a precedent which we ought 
surely to have some better reason to induce 
us to adopt, than the fact that those who for- 
merly pra: tised it have now finally abandon- 
ed it.—Finding little support from the practice 
of past times in the East Indies, the next re- 
source is to look for consolation in what 
futurity is to. bring about for us in the West. 
And here, sir, agreeing, as I most cordially 
do, in the opinions and feelings of my hon. 
friend on the bench below. me (Mr. Wilber- 
a respecting the great question of the 
4 


; 


547] 


abolition of the slave trade, I really cannot 
help lamenting (and I am sure I say it with 
every. possible respect to him), that his wish- 
es upon this stbject should so far have 
warped his judgment, as to lead him to 
believe that he saw in the speedy abolition 
of the slave trade a safe and certain solu- 
tion of all the difficulties of colonial service. 
The slave trade once abolished, my hon. 
friend tells us, the whole system of negro 
slavery will be so mitigated and improved, 
that the internal defence of the islands may 
be inirusted in a great measure to their own 
labouring population.—I can truly say, sir, 
that I would not willingly damp my hon. 
friend’s: ardour in this great cause, nor 
would I abate a jot of the sanguineness of 
his expectation, if sanguine expectation 
were of itself a securily for speedy accom- 
plishment. But after 20 years of annually 
repeated failure, I do not think that one 
can rationally look with so much confidence 
to immediate success. God forbid that 
this consideration should discourage my hon. 
- friend, or slacken his exertions for the attain- 
ment of his object! but.I cannot agree 
with him in reckoning upon that object as 
already attained, so confidently as to begin 
already to anticipate its consequences, still 
less to consider them «as immediate and 
available. The warm heart and eager 
imagination of my hon. friend must have 
been cruelly imposed upon, if he has been 
persuaded to consider the abolition of the 
slave trade as linked with the measure now 
before the house; and though I should be 
» to account, from so amiable a motive, 
r the support which he has (otherwise | 
think unaccountably) given it, I am afraid 
that it is but too easy at once to subvert 
and destroy the very foundation of the sup- 
d connection between the two measures, 

y shewing him that this clause for limita- 
tion of service is precisely that which would 
_ make the use of a negro force to any con- 
siderable extent unavailable, even if by the 
abolition of the slave trade, and the conse- 
quent amelioration of the situation of the 
negroes, it should have become in other re- 
_ spects safe and desirable so to employ them. 
Nay, I am much mistaken if this alteration 
of the term of service does not sirike at 
the root of the establishment of black 
corps, even as far as they at present exist. 
It certainly would do so if the negroes were 
in that state of improvement which my 
hon. friend anticipates.—I request my hon. 
friend to look at the clause in which the 
oath to be taken by all soldiers is prescribed ; 
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he will see that there is no exception or 

qualification whatever; and he will see, 

a negro enlisted under this mutiny act 

could claim his discharge at the end of 7 

years. Now, whatever confidence my hon, 

friend may have in the dispositions that are 
to grow out of their improved situation. 
hereafter, I do not apprehend that it can. 
be even his project to fill the islands with. 
disbanded negroes, who have been seven, 
years practising the use of arms. Possibly 

this difficulty may not apply to the present. 
moment, when the corps are composed of. 
purchased slaves, and, in a great measure, 
I am afraid of slaves recently imported 
from Africa; but if ever the moment ar. 
rives which my hon, friend so fondly antici- 
pates, when the negro will have become. 
enough of a citizen to be (in his apprehen- 
sion) safely trusted as a soldier, this im-: 
proved condition, combined with this im- 
proved mutiny act, must necessarily lead to 
the consequences which I have mentioned. 
—But after all, can any thing be more wild 
and visionarythan to refer usto the distantand 
doubtful consequences of the success of a 
measure which has failed for twenty years, 
for the only solution which ministers, after 
all their deliberation, are at last prepared 
to give of a difficulty of their own creating? 
Better almost would it have been to have 
confined themselves within the safer, be- 
cause unimeaning, and therefore unanswer- 
able, assertion of the right hon. gentleman 
on a former night,—that he bad no doubt 
something would be discovered to remedy 
the inconvenience, thought be did not pre- 
tend to be the person to discover it! Such 
and so insufficient being the answers which 
are at last provided for the objections, 
which have been urged against the measure 
in this stage, the noble lord indulges himself 
in a triumph over other supposed objections, 
which, because they haye not been re-stated 
this night, he thinks himself at liberty to 
consider as altogether abandoned. ‘ We 
hear no more,’ says the noble lord, ¢ of the 
alarm which was taken early inthis discussion, 
and which was attempted to be spread, 
throughout the country, of the too great 
military force which was to be put at the 
disposal of the crown, to the danger of the 
liberties of the country; this doctrine has 
now given place to another of a different 
sort, and wholly inconsistent with it;. we 


are now told of the eneroachment upon the ~ 


prerogative of that crown whose extended 
power before was to fill us with apprehen- 
sion.’—Begging the noble lord’s pardon, 


| 
. | 

} 


stated to-night simply because it does not 


- disscussion. It was urged at the outset of 


. gued, and I think demonstrated, to be the 


_answerably, that the tendency of the right 


_and it was contended that the inevitable 


Annovations, as dangerous as unnecessary in 
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there is no such inconsistency in these 


arguments as he is pleased to impute to 


them; nor is that one of them which has 
not been: stated to-night, therefore to be 
considered as abandoned. It has not been 


apply to the particular point now under 


these discussions as applying to the general 
scope and tendency of the right hon. genile- 
man’s whole plan, of whieh the measure 
now before us is a part: of which plan, 
considered as a whole, the tendency was ar- 


discouragement and destruction of all those 
species of military force, which it has been 
the practice and the policy of this country 
to employ for home-defence; and to which, 
consistently with the spirit of the constitu- 
tion, its internal defence may best be in- 
trusted. It was urged, and I think un- 


hon. geut.’s plan, (if not its avowed object) 
was to discourage the volunteers, to under- 
mine, and finally overturn the militia esta- 
blishments; to abolish and proscribe every 
mode of raising from the bosom of the 
country any sort of force which parliament 
has hitherto been in the habit of raising ; 


consequence,(as it was the undisguised desire) 
of the projector of this plan, was to raise 
and maintain a huge-.unbalanced regular 
army, It was affirmed (and can the noble 
lord deny it?) that against such an army no 
free state had long maintained its freedom; 
and it was contended, not that our militat’y 
exertions ought therefore to be less, but 
that our military force ought to coniinue to 
preserve that character of variety which is 
s0 odious in the eyes of the right hon. gent. 
but which it cannot lose without a depar- 
ture from the practice and the principles of 
ihe constitution. In this general objection 
to the right hon. gent’s. whole theory of 
military improvement (which | am not ‘sorry 
to have an opportunity of re-stating and re- 
affirming), what is there inconsistent with 
the objection stated to this particular mea- 
sure, that it takes the management of the 
king’s army out of the hands of the king; 
because we feel a jealousy and apprelien- 
sion of the project of having nothing but 
a regular army in the country, does it there- 
fore follow, that we are not to disapprove of 


the constitution of that army? I would 
leave the king's authority over the regular 


trust the whole defence of the country, in- 
ternal as wellas external, to that army alone. 
Is there any thing contradictory in this 
statement? Leave us our constitutional 
force, and there is no danger from the re- 
gular army. But it is a poor device first 
to break down every other force upon 
which the country has relied, and to which 
the constitution is partial, and then to think 
we can remedy the inconvenience by taking 
the government of the regular army into 
our own hands.—Equaily unfounded is that 
part: of the noble lord’s. statement in which 
he imputes as an inconsistency and absurdi- 
ty to those who have agreed with him, 
with his right hon. friend, and with all man- 
kind, in the necessity of keeping up, under 


large military establishments, that they now 
complain of the vast drain and demand up- 
on the population of the country ; and that 
after concurring in the wish that the coun- 
try should be militarized as much as possi- 
ble, they now oppose the means best calcu- 
lated to produce that effect. The whole of 
this statement proceeds upon a mistake of 
oné argument, and an assumption of ano- 
ther. I never heard it stated, I am sure I. 
never stated it, as a matter of complaint, or 
even of regret, that there was so large a 
drain and demand for military service upon 


ed it, and I have heard it stated, as matter 
of fact ; and as affording a sufficient answer 
to those who, because the regular army 
could not be augmented on the sudden to. 
the proportion which they represent as ne- 
cessary, have thought themselves therefore 
entitled to despond as to the military means, 
or to discourage the military spirit of the 
country. And as to opposing the measures 
by which those military means were to be 
concerted, and that military spirit to.be en- 
couraged and extended, the justice of that 
imputation depends upon the assumption of 
the fact, that the measures devised by the 
right hon. gent. are in truth the best calcu- 


assumption of our acknowledgment that 
they are so. We acknowledge no such 
thing : we oppose the right hon. gentleman’s 
plans, because we think them not the best 
calculated for this purpose; because we 
differ from him, as to his opinion that all 
the other military establishments of the 
country would be wisely and cheaply sacri- 
ficed to procure a comparatively small nu- 
merical increase of the regular army ; be- 
cause we think directly the contrary ; be- 
cause, desirable as the augmentation, to any 


army entire as | find it; but I would not 


the present circumstances of the world, . 


the population of the country. I have stat- . 


lated for that purpose, and upon the further . 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| | 
} 
if 
e 
at: 
ia 
| 
! 
' | 


551] 


amount you please, of the regular army 
may be, we would rather acquiesce in that 
aug*tentation being more limited or more 
slow, than sacrifice at once all the other 
military establishments of the country for 
the purpose of hastening and extending it. 
In this difference of opinion I will admit 
tor a moment that the right hon. gentleman 
may be right, and we wrong ; but it requires 
arguments, and better than any I have yet 
heard, to prove us so; and till that has 
been proved, it cannot be asserted with 
truth, that we are wilfully opposing that 
which we have acknowledged to be best 
calculated to obtain our object. And this, 
sir, leads me unavoidably to the recollection 
of the opinions expressed on a former night 
by.the right hon. gent. opposite me, (Mr. 
Fox), respecting the general state of our 
regular force, and the expediency and ne- 
cessity of maintaining and extending it as 
much as possible : opinions, which, coming 
from a person of his pre-eminence both in 
talents and situation, from one whom it is 
impossible to consider as any other than the 
Jeading minis'er of the country; could not 
but excite the most serious aitention and 
solicitude. I am ready to allow, that with 


- much, indeed with most, of what the right 
hon. gent. bas said on that occasion, J cor 
dially agree; indeed upon much of it there 


could be no difference of opinion. He told 
us that with ap extensive and efficient-re- 
gular army, an army not only in as perfect 
a state of discipline and military spirit as he 
admits our present army to be, but aug- 
mented to such an extent as to bear neariv 
the same proportion to ibe armies of the 
other powers of Europe, and particularly of 
France, as subsisted between our army and 
theirs in those periods of our military bis- 
torv to which we refer with most exultation, 
the wars of king William and queen Anne ; 
he told us, that, with such an army, he 
would engage to maintain the interests and 
honour of the country; that,.with such an 
army, he would continue to vindicate our 
rank among the nations of the world. And 
he added most justly, and if with justice, I 
, need not say, with that commanding elo- 
quence with which he is always able to en- 
force any proposition (but which was perhaps 
hardly necessary to enforce this, in which | 
there is so general 2 concurrence) that it was | 
by maintaiuing our rank among nations, and | 
our connection with the other natious of 
Europe alone, and not by any fanciful and 
selfish system of seperate interest and insu- 
lated policy, that we could ultimately hope 
to maintain even our own independent ex- 
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istence. All this, sir, 1 heard with admira- 
tion, and still recollect with satisfaction, 
But that which was wanting to complete my 
satisfaction, that which [| still feel to be 
wanting, and which 1 wish I could hear the 
tight hon. gent. this night supply, is the ’ 
other alternative. ‘Give me a great army, 
says the right hon. gent. ‘such as I describe 
and require, and ‘{ will answer for the 
honour and interests of the country.’ But 
how, if after all our endeavours, if after 
resorting to every practicable plan for en. 
creasing the regular army,—how, if it should 
so happen, that physical causes, that the in. 
surmountable difhiculties arising from alimit- 
ed population, combined with the demandsof 
other concurrent and indispensable services, 
should prevent us from gratifying the right 
hon. gent. with an army to the full extent 
and amount which he requires? How are 
we then to understand the right hon. gent.? 
Are we then to understand his pledge 
as retracted? Are we to undersiand, that 
the right hon. gent. puis wholly out of the 
account in the estimate of our relative 
strength and power as compared with those 
of the evemy, all those circumstances in 
which our superiority is not ouly unrivalled, 
but unquestioned ; and despairs of tlie safety 
of the country Uicess we can acquire a sl 
milar superiority also, in respect to that spe- 
cies of power which the physical means of 
our enemy enable them to maintain upona 
therefore, if Ll am not much mistaken, that 
scale which it is impossibie for us to equal! 
—-Hf indeed the right hon. gent. had been 
appiying his argument to that system of in- 
sular policy which he very properly abjures, 
and confiuimg his views, as he very properly 
disdained to do, to the mere question of 
domestic security, | admit that the argument 
would be a sound one; undoubtedly no na- 
tiou can be great or respected abroad which 
is not confident of iis safety at home; bot 
of this there is now I trust no question. I 
trust that the sufliciency of our means, and 
provision for home defence, is uo longer 
matter of anxiety. Nor did the right hon. 
gent. to do him justice, consider it in that 
point of view. But if the right hon. gent. 
meant to say, that unless we, with our 14 
or 15 millions of population, can; after pro- 
viding amply for our home-defeuce, after - 
manning a navy such as the world never saw 
before, afier garrisoning all our distant co- 
lonial possessions,—maintaining at the same 
time the manufactures and industry of the 
country;—-if he means that uuless under all 


those circumstances, and after all these de- 
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‘ductions, we can furnish invading and con- 
quering armies, capable of equalling those 
which the undivided efiorts of the enemy 
have raised from a population more than 
double in number, that unless we can do 
this, we must be content to abdicate our 
‘station, and sacrifice our honour; if this be 
the right hon. geut.’s meaning, T confess T 
do not know how sutlicieutiy to express’my 
regret at hearing such sentiments from the 
mouth of a Brilsh minister at a moment 
like the present. regret it the more, be- 
cause these sentiments agree too much with 
those which the whole French school of po- 
liticians have for the last tea years been la- 
bouring to inculcate. The notion that ter- 
ritory and population form the only two 
legitimate bases of national power, that it is 
upon them alone that a nation can either 
‘establ sa its own imtrimsic merit, or found 
aciaim to respect and. influeuce among its 
neigtbours,-—this notion it has undoubtedly 
‘guie! the views of France to propagate ; 
but t do not think that it is becoming or 
safe for the government of this country to 
adopt it. If this notiou be tiue, and is re- 
ceived by us as true, the contest is at an 
end:—Frauce is nniversally predominaui, 


and we must bound our wishes to humble | 


safety. But if, as contend, (aud as Lhope 
Ishould do'the right hon. gent. injustice if ! 
did noi believe him to be ready to contend 
with me), the power of this couutry is not 
the jess firm, nor its nieans of exertion ihe 
less effectual, nor its claim to the high 
rank which it has hiiherto heid, the 
less legitimate, because they are fourded 
on other bases than the mere extent of tis 
soil and the number of its inhabitanis; of 
its naval pre-eminence, if its commercial en- 
terprize, if its industry and wealth are a!- 
lowed to weigh any thiug in the scale, I 
must protest againsi the docirine, which 
goés to invalidate ali these titles, and to 
place the question of its greatness upon the 
single pomt of tue recru:tment of its regular 
army.— But even if we could admit the ar- 
gument to be true, with what fairness is it 
applied to the discussions upon the bill now 
before us? We who disagree with the rt. hon. 
gent.in considering the regular army asthe sin- 
glevital principle of our existence asa nation, 
do yet agree with him as to the imporiance, the 
expediency, and the necessity of augment- 
ing the regular army as much #s_ possible : 
and if we oppose this measure, which the 
right hon, gent. thinks not ony the best, 
but the only one that can be resorted to for 


that purpose, it is not because we under- 


value his object, but because we doubt of 
the efficacy of his meaus.A.\rerams only 
to consider the nature of those supposed 
advantages belonging to this nieasure, upon 
which its advocates so confi enily rely 
for the improvement and increase of the 
army. The noble lord (!ord H. Petty) says 
that desertions will be altogether done away 
by the limitation of the term of service. I 
answer from the fact, that by far the greater 
part of the desertiens now are from new 
levies, and from limited service. The right 
hon. gent. has argued (and mauy genitle- 
men, both on this and on a former night, 
have dwelt upon that argument with great 
fondness}, that there is something in this 
measure calculated to change greatly for the 
better the character of the Briiisharmy. I 
had never heard before that the character of 
the British army required to be changed. 
I had thought that in every quality that 
constitutes a soldier, in bravery, in dis- 
cipline, in enterprize, and in patience under 
privations, the British army had already 
acquired a character such as ro service in 
Europe could surpass. It is admitted on 
alt hands that such 1s the character of the 
present army: but it is umagwed, I know 
not on whai ground, either that a all those 
particulars is a necessity for improves 
ment, Gr that those who are licueeforth to 
be eniisted wouid degenerate from the ex- 
ample of their fellows, unless some addite 
stimulus were appled to them.—A 
learned lord, whom we have heard this 
night for the second time in this house (the 
lord Advocate of Scotiand), and whom I 
am sure we shall always hear wiih picasure, 
has endeavoured to Hlustrate Uus point by 
a transaction m his own couniry, respecting 
the colliers and miners, whose condition 
was changed sonie years ago from that of 
servitude for lite to voluntary labour. Many 
persons, he says, were alarmed at the trial 
of this experiment; and thought that if 
the chains of these poor people were 
broken, and they were sufiered to emerge 
fiom the bowels of the earth, with liberty 
to return there or not as they pleased, 
none of them would in fact return, and that 
ihe coal-piis and the mines would remain 
unwrought for the fulure. This gloomy 
expeciaiion, however, was disappoiuted : 
the emancipated’ colliers and miners re- 
turned, not only by free choice to the la- 
bour from which they had been set free, 
but with added industry and encreased good 
will to their employers. Dées not the 
learned lord perceive, that this fact, how- 
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ever interesting as a history (which I wil- 
lingly admit it to be) yet halts a little as a 
comparison ? The boon bestowed upon the 
colliers and miners was, if I mistake him 
nol, for their own immediate use and enjoy- 
ment: but if had it been resolved only that 
all future colliers and miners should enjoy 
these immunities and privileges, but that 
theexisting generation should go on upon 
the old system of indefinite servitude, does 
he think there would have been any thing 
in that arrangement to awaken the grati- 
tude, to stimulate the industry, and to im- 
prove the character of the present collier 
_ and miner?—The learned lord, however, 
~youches for his countrymen in general, 


that this alteration in the term of service 


will operate upon their feelings to such a 
degree, that bounty will no longer be ne- 
cessary to induce enlistment. 
with all possible readiness, and give implicit 
credit to whatever the learned lord affirms 
in favour of a country to which I bear so 
high a respect, and of which he himself is 
so bright an ornament. But will the learn- 
ed lord allow me to remind him that this; 
though admirable in itself, appears to clash 
a little with another character which he 
gave of his countrymen upon # recent oc- 
casion? In the debate upon the repeal of 
the defence bill, the learned lord told us 
that nothing could be more absurd than to 
expect to get men in Scotland for a less 
bounty than had hitherto beer given. My 
countrymen, said he, are a sagacious peo- 
ple, and it was presently seen, that for the 
reduced bounty of twelve guineas not a man 
could be obtained. Now he tells us that 
his countrymen are a patriotic people ; and 


that for a limited service they will engage 


without any bounty at all. But the other 
was limited service too: and _ therefore, 
though 1 do-not question either the sagacity 
or the patriotism of the learned lord’s coun- 
trymen, yet, while I cannot help regretting 
that their patriotism was not ‘called in to 
correct their sagacity in the former instance: 
I cannot help apprehending that their saga- 
city may possibly interfere with the exercise 
of their patriotism in the present instance. 
My hon. friend below me (Mr. Wilberforce) 
has taken this matter upon a yet higher 
tone; and has poured forth abundaut elo- 
quence upon the topic of the union of cha- 
ractér between the soldiers and citizens; of 
the incompatibility of indefinite military ser- 
vice with a free civil constitution; and of 
the necessity of making the ‘soldiers par- 
. takers as far as possible, and at all events 
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reversionary heirs of that liberty which thé 
are employed to defeud. My hon, friend 
has told us, that all history exhibits the im. 
portant truth, that the armies of free coun, 
tries have uniformly been victorious ; that 
they have been so, because the armies 
themselves have been free. The theory is 
so beautiful, that we cannot but lament 
that it should want the recommendation 
of truth. I forget who it is that says, that 
men read history with such different eyes, 
and retain such different impressions of jt, 


that you would bardly think it possible that: 


they could have been reading the same 


thing. : Fer my part, when I endeavour to 


recollect the most splendid and striking ex, 


amples of conquest and nnilitary glory of the 
ancient or the modern world, [ find it diffi. 
cult to prevent the names of Philip of Ma. 
cedon, and of his son; the name of Julius 
Cesar; the name of the king of Prussia, 
and still more that of Bonaparte, from oe. 
curring to me: and I find myself at a loss 
to attribute any part of their successes to 
the enthusiasm of liberty or io the energy 
of a constitutional spirit. I aim far from 
wishing to disparage the suggestions of my 
hon. friend, but | am anxious that a serious 
and most important question should be 
placed in its true light, and stripped of the 
glare of popular fallacy. But if I am able 
to hear this argument with complacency, at 
the same time that I deny its force, I can 
not suppress my astonishinent and admira 
tion at the patient silence of the right hon, 
secretary (Mr. Windham). The right bon, 
gent. has heard, not to-night only, but oa 
former nigh's, such doctrines respecting the 
mixture of the military and civil character, 
as I should have thought would have made 
him start from his seat to vindicate the 
very first principles of his system. If 
there were oue thing which he laboured 
more than another in that memorable 
speech, in which he poured forth his whole 
soul, the accumulation of many years me . 
ditation, upon these subjects; it was the 
distinctness and inviolable separation of the 
soldier from the citizen. The soldier he 
described as utterly segregated and set apart 
from the population in which he lived; as 
belonging to a world of his own, and not 
looking beyond ‘the limits of it; exempt 
from toiling for his own subsistence; but 
devoting himself to habits of life, to disc 
pline, and laws, and institutions of peculiat 
strictness and severity, neither partaking m 
the solicitudes nor enjoying the immunities 
of civil life. So far from proposing to ap 


i 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
q 
| 
| 
; 


2 


-fpremove. And yet the right hon. gent. 


rather to be hoped for than confidently ex- 
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oximate the soldier to the~citizen, he’ 
thought (as the house well remembers),that 
the occasional assumption of the military | 
file, and the military garb, by the volun- 
teers, who were stil! irretrievably citizens, 
had affected the soldiers’ character with a 
contamination which it would be difficult | 


has now, for two nights, sat by and heard 
his measure supported, on the ground that 
ft tends distinctly and directly to. produce 
the very effect which he has so strenuously 
disclaimed and deprecated. He heard on 
a former night an hon. and distinguished 
member from Ireland (Mr.Grattan) descant 
ina strain of learned and. splendid decla- 
mation on the necessary union of the two 
characters, which he wishes to keep asunder. 
He heard the same night, the hon. and 
learned gent. near him (the solicitor general) 
deduce from the works of Mr. justice Black- 
stone, an argument, that the separation of 
the soldiery from the mass of his majesty’s 
subjects was wholly incompatible with our 
free constitution. He has heard the same 
argument to-night from the nobie lord near 
him (lord H. Petty) from the learned lord 
the lord Advocate) and from my hon. 

iend (Mr. Wilberforce.) He has heard it 
asserted as the main principle and chief 


praise of his measure, that it promotes and 
fecures this contaminating union; and, to 
my astonishment, he has accepted in silence 
the panegyrics which his feelmgs must have 


disavowed. 1 can excuse him for having 
disdained to answer the attacks of his op- 
pouents, but I am surprised that he should 
not have vindicated himself from the sup- 
port of his friends.—Upon the whole, sir, 
nothing has been urged in the debate of 
this night to change the opinion which | 
had formed upon this measure. The ad- 
vantages held out from it still appear to me 
to be visionary and theoretical; ihe prac- 
tical inconveniences and dangers manifest 
and undenied ; the remedies of. those dan- 
gers uncertain and precarious, and, by the 
avowal of the very author of the measure, 


pected. The stake put to hazard is nothing 
less than the whole regular army; that army 
upon which (exclusively, as the right hon. 
gentlemen contend), the security of the em- 
pire is to rest. And all this at a moment 
like the present !—The bill I am afraid is 
goue too far to admit of opposition in the 
Whole, or amendment in many parts. One 
part only of one danger it is yet in our! 
power to guard against, The amendment | 


(55% 


proposed by my honourable friend affords 
us this opportunity. It is the last twig at. 
which we can catch before we are preci- 
pitated into.all the danger which awaits us. 
It is too late for the house to decide against.” 
measures which hazard the army altogether; ” 
but it is yet in their power to take a secu-> 
rity for its being kept together, at least-in- 
time -of war. 
Mr. Secretary For replied to the objec- 


tions which had been urged against -the 


measure by the right hon. gent.; though « 
the arguments so ably advanced early in 
the debate by his hon. friend (Mr. Wilber- 
force) siill remained wholly unanswered. - 
With respect to the army which it was ne- ° 
cessary for this cowitry to keep up, it~ 
surely would’ not be sutiicient to have merely 
the same numerical force as in the time of — 
king William and queen Anne; we must 
have a ferce adequate to the new situation 
of affairs; and if we wished to have in 
fluence on the continent, we must have an- 
army ¢apable of acting there with effect, 
should circumstances present the opportu- 
nity. The right hon. gent. had speken as 
if there were some who talked ccntemp- 
tuously of wealth. Who they were he could 
not tell—at least he never knew that ridi- 
cule of that sort had much success, But 
this at least was true, that wealth alone 
would not secure greatness, and that if a 
nation wished to preserve its eminence it 
must depend on the number and valour of 
its own soldiers, not on its money to pay 
mercenaries. To suppose that national 
greatness could be maintained without this, 
was to assert what was contrary to all prin- 
ciple; to all common sense ; to all expe-. 
rience. He then proceeded to consider ihe 
instances of the adoption of limited service 
in foreign armies, and contended, that not 
only the practice, but the successful prac- 
tice, was justified by the example of foreign. 
nations, particularly the Freach and Swiss, 
He then shewed that the spirit of liberty, im. 
all times, had improved the soldier. Nor was 
this disproved. by the cases of Alexander 
and Cesar. The former triumphed over the 
Greeks divided, and. over Asiatics, it was the 
triumph of Europeans comparatively free, 
In the case of Caesar, many of his troops 
might believe the pretences ‘he held out, 
that they fought for liberty. against tyranny 
and aristocracy. As to what was said of 
the danger of adopting this measure in time 
of war, if it was good to be adopted, it ought 
to be begun in time of war as well as in 
time of peace, and to,,do so was what his, 
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noble friend (lord II. Petty) had wisely and 
truly said, to shew real courage and magna- 
nimity. As to trenching on the preroga- 
tive, all he had to say was, that it was un- 
doubtedly competent to the house to regu- 
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brought. up the Mutiny bill, which was 
read a first time, and ordered to be printed 
| on the motion of Earl Spencer, who gave 
| notice, that ifthe prints were on the table 
on Monday, he should move the second 


late any power it conferred: and to talk of reading on Tuesday.—The Property Tax 


the prerogative of the crown to levy men 
on any conditions, was very idle, since the 
concurrence of parliament was necessary to 
pay and regulate the army raised by prero- 
- gative. And would it be contended that 
the impression made by the measure, in this 
shape, would not be much greater than if it 
had sprung solely from official regulation ; 
and, therefore, was not its success on that 
account likely to be the greater? As to the 
effect of the offer of a seven years’ service 
instead of for life, he conceived it self-evi- 
dent that it would procure more men. As 
to the discontent of those now enlisted, he 
saw no danger of the kind. No ill effects 
of that sort had sprung from enlistment for 
a period during the American war, or in 
the instances in which it was adopted since. 
In a word, he conceived the present mea- 
sure better calculated to give us a large ar- 
my than any other; and such an army all 
men must agree was necessary, if we were 
determined to preserve our greatness and 
pre-eminence as a nation. 

General Norton was adverse to the mea- 
sure, and in favour of the amendment. 

Mr. Rose, jun. said, that the experiment 
of limited service had not succeeded in 
France formerly. In the sever years war, 
when France, with a population of 24 milli- 
ons, had only 140,000 French troops on 
foot, it was found impracticable to recruit 
them. ,And in the beginning of the Ame- 
rican war the system was abandoned, and the 
republic had been too wise to adopt it. Be- 
sides, desertion had been very great in tae 
French armies. . 

Mr. Perceval, amidst repeated cries of 
question ! question! rose, and replied at 
some length, in answer to Mr. Fox, in the 
course of which he defended the proceed- 
ings of a former night, as perfectly parlia- 
-mentary.—The question was then loudly 
called for, and the house divided, when 
there appeared, For the amendment, 103; 
against it 195. .. Majority 92.—The bill was 
then passed.—Adjourned at 4 o’clock on 
Saturday morning. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Saturday, June 7. 


[Minutes.] Mr. Alexander and severa 
ether members of the house of commons 


' bill, the Irish Sugar bill, and the Irish Addi. 
| tional Force Repeal bill were read a third 
_ time and passed, and a message ordered to 
_be sent to the Commons to acquaint them 
therewith, 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Monday, June 9. 


[Minures.] The royal assent was given 
by commission to the Irish Debenture bill, 
the Irish Revenue Collection bill, the Irish 
Malt bill, the Irish Spirits bill, the Irish 
Butter bill, the Franking bill, the Irish First 
Fruits bill, and several private bills. The 
commissioners were the lord Chancellor, 
earl Spencer, and lord Walsingham.—The 
Irish Stamp Duties bill passed through a 
committee and was reported.—Earl Spencer 
adveried to the notice he had given on §$a- 
turday of his intention to move for the 2nd 
reading of the Mutiny bill the next day; 
but understanding, that business of impor- 
tance already stood for tiat dav, he should 
move that the bill be read a second time on 
Wednesday. Lord Hawkesbury did not 
rise to object to the motion, but merely to 
give notice, that previous to the 2nd _read- 
ing of the bill on Wednesday, -he should 
move that there be laid before the house 
the opinions given by certain military off 
cers, relative to enlistment for a term of 
years. The bill was ordered to be reada 
2nd time on Wednesday, for which day the 
lords were ordered to be summoned.—Stran« 
gers were exciuded; and the consideration 
of the evidence adduced on the trial of lord 
Melville was resumed. The discussion 
continued till half past eleven o’olock, when 
the further consideration of the subject was 
postponed till the next day. The learned 
judges attended. : 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monday, June 9. 


[Mrnutes.] A message from the Lords 
announced their lordships’ assent to the 
Property Duty bill, the Irish Import and 
Export Regulation bill, and the Irish Additi- 
onal Force Act Repeal bill. On the motion of 
sir J. Newport the Irish and English Cora 
Interchange bill was read a first time. 
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{AFFAIRS or INDIA 

piv] Mr. Paull presented to the house | 
ithe following : 

Arti¢le-of Charge of High Crimes and 

"Misdemeanors committed by Richard | 
Colley, marquis Wellesley, in his trans- 

actions with respect to the Nabob of Fur 

ssuckabad. 

« That Richard Colley marquis Welles- 
ley was-constituted, appointed, and actually 
became a servant of the united company of 
merchants of England trading to the East 
Indies, in the month of October, in the 
year of our Lord 1797, and ia the reign 
of his majesty the thirty-seventh. That 
the office which he was appointed to fill 
_was that of governor general of Bengal, 

and subsequently that of captain general of 
all the king’s and company’s forces serving 
in the British territories in the East Indies. 
That he arrived, aud took possession of the 
government commiited to his charge, in 
the mouth of May 1748; and that he con- 
tinued to fill, and to exercise the powers of 
the said office and offices, until the month 
of August 1805, when he was therein su- 
perseded by Charles marquis Cornwallis.— 
That Furruckabad is a principality of Hin- 
dusian, adjoming the north-western boun- 
dary of the principality of Oude, being in 
extent about 150 miles in length, ‘and 
about 50 miles in breacith, containing many 
large and populous cities, possessing more 
than 1,300,000 inhabitants, and yielding 
a land revenue of upwards of 10 lacks and 

§0,000 rupees, or about 130,000I. sterling, 

‘That the nabob of Furruckabad has, for 
Many years, maintained no military force, 
except such troops as were requisite for 
the purposes of state; but, that by various 
agreemeuts or treaties, concluded between 
the said nabob and the nabob vizier of 
Oude, the protection and defence of the 
said nabob aud principality of Furruckabad 
were entrusted to the said nabob vizier; 
for which protection and defence it was fi- 
nally settled, by an agreement or treaty, 
concluded in the year 1786, between the 
said nabob and the said nabob vizier, that 
the said nabob of Furruckabad should pay 
to the said nabobvizier of Oude the annual 
sum of 450,000 rupees, or about 50,0001. 
sterling. —That the nabobs of F urrucka- 
bad having, from the earliest periods, in- 
variably manifested the firmest attachment 
to the Enulish nation, and the nabob vizi- 
eff of Oude being, also, in amity with the 
East Tudia compauy; the said coin 

mv pany did, as the mutual friead and medig- 

ot. VII. 


tor betweei the said princes, guarantee the 
fulfilment of the respective compacts, so, 
las aforesaid, entered into between them. 
That the servants of the said East Ind%& 
compuny, not satisfied with this mediatary 
character, having afterwards, under the in 
fluence of unworthy motives, interfered in 
the internal atfairs of the principatity of 
Furrackabad, in a maunet which is described 
by the marquis Corawallis,in a dispatch to 
the secret commitieé of the court of direc- 
tors, as having ever been highly offensive - 
to the nabob vizier, “ as having in no de- 
“ gree promoted the interest or the satis 
“ faction of the nabob, and as having, 
“ while it produced no sort of advantage to 
“€ the company, by no meaas coutributed 
“ to the credit of the government of Hin- 
“ dustan:” and the said marquis Cornwal- 
lis, sensible of the injustice and impolicy 
of such interference, did, in the year 
1787, he being then governor general of 
Bengal, conclude a treaty with the said 
nabob vizier of Oude, in which he stipu- 
lated, that “ The English resident at Fur- 
ruckabad should be recalled, and that no 
“ other should afterwards be appointed ;” 
thus, honestly and wisely, relinquishing all 
interference in the affairs of the said prince 
and-country of Furruckabad.—That peré 
fect good understanding being thus restored 
between the said nabob, the nabob vizier, 
aud the said East India company, they re- 
mained in uninterrupted amity, and the 
treaties and agreements which they had se- 
veraily concluded continued to be duly ful- 
filled by all parties, from that time, until 
the month of November 1801; which was 
a period of 14 years.—That, in the said 
month of Nov. 1801, the said Richard Co!~ 
ley marquis Wellesley, he being then gover- 
nor general of Bengal, having, in direct op- 
position to the express prolubitions which’ 
had been given by the suid East India com- 
pany to their servants abroad, against 
“ making any extension of territory, either 
“ by wars, negociations, or intrigués ;” 
having, in open defiance of the solemn res: = 
lutions of the commons of Great Britain, ’ 
and of two successive acts of parliamen’, * 
which declared, that “to pursue 


“ India are measures repugnant to the wish,” 

* the honour, and the policy of this na- 
“ tion;” having, in violation of évery prin- 
ciple of equity, and of all good faith; and 
having, under the most- unjust pretences, 
and by the midst iniquitous méans, extorted ~ 
from the said nabob vizier of Oude a large 
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portion of his dominions and revenues, did, 
among other branches on the said revenues, 
extort from the said nabobvizier, his claim, 
right, and title for ever, to the annual sub- 
sidy which the said nabob of Furruckabad 
had, by the agreement made with the said 
nabob vizier as aforesaid, bound himself to 
pay to the said nabob vizier, for the protec- 
tion and defence of him, the said nabob, 
-and his principality of Furruckabad.—That 
the said marquis Wellesley, not contented 
with having thus seized upon. the tribute 
aforesaid, did, about the same time, in op- 
position to the before-mentioned guarantee 
of security which had been given by the 
said East India company to the nabob of 
Furruckabad; in opposition to the before- 
mentioned agreement which the said East 
India company had made not to interfere 
_in the affairs of Furruckabad ; in opposition 
to the aforesaid prohibition of the said East 
India company ; in opposition to the afore- 
said resolutions of the commons of Great 
Britain, and to the aforesaid acts of par- 
liament ; and, in opposition to all right and 
justice, conceive the intention, and form 
the determination of wresting form the 
aforesaid nabob the whole of his authority, 
his government, his revenues, and _ his ter- 
ritory: which unlawful and wicked inten- 
tion he did, without the knowledge or con- 


sent of the council, through the agency of, 
and in concert with, bis brother the hon. 
Henry Wellesley, under the most unjust 
pretences, and by the .most iniquitous 


means, finally accomplish and efiect.— 
That the said marquis Wellesley, after hav- 
ing long formed and matured this intention 
and determination, did, by his instructions 
for that purpose, given on the 2ist March 
1802 to his said brother the hon. Henry 
Wellesley, direct and empower him to ac- 
complish it—That the said marquis Wel-: 
lesley, wishing to cloak this unjustifiable 
attempt with some shew of equity, did di- 
rect the said hon. Henry Wellesley, among 
ether means, to prevail upon the said na- 
bob of Furruckabad to consent to an aban- 
donment of his just rights to his own prin- 
‘cipality, and to sign an agreement for 
transferring them to the said East India 
company; but that, foreseeing that, as 
the said nabob had but just passed his mi- 
nority, and would be therefore naturally 
inclined to resort to the old councillors and 
friends of his family for advice upon so im- 
portant an affair; and foreseeing also that 
their influence would prevent his acqui- 


escence; the said tearquis did authorize the | 


, said Henry Wellesley to promise to the said | 


friends and connections of the said 
ainple rewards, in case they coincided with 
his views, and to threaten them with ey. 
pulsion from their country, in case 
opposed them: thus contriving, by intrigue 
aud corruption, or by violence and in. 
justice, to draw the said friends of the 
said nabob into a traitorous dereliction of 
their duty to their own hereditary prince, 
That the said marquis Wellesley did, about 
this time, to wit, the 21st March 1809, di. 
rect the said nabob of Fyrruckabad and his 
uncle Khenud Mund Khan, who had ad- 
ministered the affairs of the principality as 
regent during the minority of the said 
nabob, to repair to Bareilly, a place 
out of the limits of the said nabob’s country, 
| but where the said honourable Henty 
Wellesley resided, in the illegal capa. 
city of lieut. governor of the territories 
which the sanye marquis had extorted from 
the aforesaid fabob Vizier of Oude; therg 
to receive the commands of the said mar- 
quis, through the said Henry Wellesley: 
thus treating, with an indignity due onl 
to an inferior vassal, a prince, who, as well 
as his ancestors, had ever and invariably 
manifested the firmest attachment to the 
Company’s government, and who was, 
therefore, entitled to particular distinction, 
—That the said marquis Wellesley having, 
by this humiliation and degradation, prepa- 
red the minds of the said nabob and the said 
regent his uncle, for the insulting proposals 
which he was about to make, did, by the 
means of, and in concert with, the said hon. 
Henry Wellesley, propose to the said re- 
gent, who was then sold administrator of 
the affairs of Furruckabad, the entire’ 
“transfer of the civil and military adminis- 
“tration of that province to the British 
“ povernment ;” adding, that ‘ the said 
“ marquis had long been of opinion that 
“ was the only arrangement which could: 
“ afford ultimate satisfaction ?” and falsely 
alledging (as the event soon after proved) 
“ that the British government, in assuming 
“the management of the country, propo-. 
“ sed no advantage to itself beyond the se- 
“ curity of its just rights and interests, and 
“ the interest of those dependant upon the 
“ state ;” and insidiously urging, as an in-. 
ducement for the said regent to promote. 
the said marquis’s views against his master, 
the said nabob, “ that he, the regent, might 
“rely with confidence, that the acknow- 
* ledged liberality of the British govern- 
“ment would not admit of his interests be- 


“ ing neglected ;” by which means the said 


j 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


if) PARL. DEBATES, Juws 9, 180¢—Affuirs of India—Ferruckabad. (566° 


marquis did secure the consent and ¢ ,- 
ation of the said regent, who did according- 
ly declare, ** that he was ready to promote 
d his views by all the means in his pow- 
«er:” the said marquis having thus, b 

the promise of future reward, bribed the 
said regent to a traitorous surrender of the 
dearest interests and most important rights 
of his prince.——That the said marquis Wel- 
lesley having thus gained over Khenud 
Mund Khan, the uncle of the nabob, who, 
for upwards of six years, had been regent 
_ of the principality and sole administrator 
of the affairs of Furruckabad, and who pos- 
sessed an influence in that country inferior 
only to’ that of the nabob himself, did, by 
the means of, and in concert with the said 
hon. Henry Wellesley, taking advantage: 
of the defection of the regent, of the youth 
and inexperience of the said nabob, of his 
defenceless and unprotected situation, of 
his separation from his ?elations and 
friends, of his absence from his subjects, 
of his distance from his country, and of his 
_ being in his, the said marquis’s, usurped do- 
nions, surrounded by a great military force, 
and entirely in his, the said marquis’s 
power, did, by the means of, and in con- 
cert with the said hon. Henry Wellesley, 
make to the said nabob the same insulting 
and injurious proposals for a complete trans- 
fer of the civil and military administration 
of the principality ; thus violating the spirit 
of the orders of the East India cornpany, 
the resolution of the house of commons, 
and the acts of the British parliament ; and 
requiring a prince, whom it was his dut 

to support, to become the instrument of his 
own degradation, disgrace; and ruin, by the 
surrender of all his rights, and by becoming 
a pensioner on the bounty of the said East 
India company.—That the said nabob, be- 
ing justly averse to this ignominious surren- 
der, the said marquis Wellesley did, by the 
means of, and in concert with the said ho- 
nourable Henry Wellesley, then, to wit, in 
the month of "May 1802, communicate, in 
writing to the said nabob, the following 
proposition: “ That the nabob should be 
“continued on the musnud of his ancestors 
“with all honour, consigning over the civil 
“and military administration of the pro- 
“vince of Furruckabad into the hands of 
“the Company’s government.—That what- 
“ever balance should remain from the re- 
“venues collected, after paying the amount 
“of the Company’s tribute 450,000 ru- 


" Pees, the charges of government, the sa- 


$s and pensions, and the expence of 
“a battalion of sepoys to be stationed in 


“the room of the army now entertained 
“by Khirid Mund Khan, should be paid, 
‘¢ without fail, into the nabob’s treasury.” 
That the said nabob, sensible of the injus- 
tice, the insolence, and the cruelty of these. 
proposals, and conscious of the. disadvan- . 
tages and dangers of his situation, unwilling 
to consent and not daring peremptorily. to 
refuse, did make the following answer :-— 
‘I have understood the proposition for deli- 
“ vering up the country of Furruckabad into 
“‘the hands of the Company’s government. : 
“ T have no power to make any objections 
** to whatever you propose : but you know 
“the governor-general, during my mino- 
“ rity, delivered over the country to Khirid 

“ Mund Khan as deputy : now that my mi-. 
“nority has passed, when I was in hopes 
“that I should be put into sion of 
“ the country and property, this proposition . 
‘Sis made to me. I am totally at a loss 
“what todo. If I deliver over the coun . 
“try to the English government, all my re- 
“lations and my neighbours, and all the - 
“ nobility of Hindustan will say that I have 
“been found by the English government 
“so unfit to be trusted with any manage- 
“ ment, that they did not think proper te 
* entrust me with the management of such a 
“ country ; and I shall never escape, for many 
*¢ generations, the sneersof the people : if, on. 
‘¢ the contrary, I say any thing in disobed?- 
“ence to your orders, it will be against. 
“all rules of submission and propriety. 
‘In this case, therefore, it appears to 

‘¢ advisable that you should appoint a gentle. 
“ man, whom I will.cheose from among the 
Company’s servants, as a sezawul (or 
“¢ perintendant) over this district, and give - 
“ me permission to depart, that I may send | 
“‘aumils of my own to the different per- 
“ gunnahs, and make, myself, the -settle-- 
“‘ ment of the country ; and that the above 
“gentleman may seud an ameen on his 
‘part to each of the pergunnahs, and, in 
“ conjunction, collect the revenues; from 
“ which 450,000 rupees, the usual tribute, - 
‘should be paid through the above gen-- 
‘‘tleman to the company’s government. 
‘* The balance, after paying the pensions 
‘agreeably to what was fixed by my” fa- 
ther, to be allowed for my necessary ex- 
“ pences. In this way your wishes may * 
*« be accomplished, and my honour and. 
“name be preserved among the people.” 
—That, to this proposal, so equitable in: 
itself, and so wal calculated to secure to. 
the said East India company all that it had- 
any right to expect, namely, the full pay-> 
ment of the tribute claimed by the said 


aid | 
vith 
hey 
in- 
the | 
a of 
di- 
his | 
ad- 
y as 
aid | 
lace 
ry, 
ay | 
pa } 
ries 
‘om 
nar- 
aly | a 
bly 
the | 
vas,’ 
ion, | 
ing, 
sals 
the 
on. 
re- | 
of 
tire’ 
nis- 
tish 
aid | 
hat | 
ely 
ed) | 
ing: | 
| 
ind | 
the. | 
ote. 
ter. 
ght 
| 
[ne 
aid | 


567]. PARL. DEBATES, Jynz 9, 1806.—Affairs of India—Furruckabad, [565 
company of the said nahob, the ‘said “charges of government, the salariesandpen, 


marquis Wellesley, he ‘having “long ‘and 
frmly determined upon the entire ces- 
sion of the principality, wou'd not con- 
sent.—-That, after some other unavailing 
efforts made by the said nabob, ‘for 
the purpose of inducing the said marquis 
Wellesley and the said hon. Henry Wel: 
lesley io desist from the execution of their 
unlawful and wicked intentions, as afore- 
said, the safd marquis Weilesley and the 
said hon. Henry Wellesley, refusing the 
just request of the said nabob to consult his 
relations and friends woon the occasion, did 
persist, with indecent and cruel importunity, 
10 require his immediate consent to their pro- 
posais before-mentioned.—T hat, finally, the 
said marquis Wellesicy, wholly disregarding 
the representations and remonstrances of 
the said nabob, and equally disregarding the 
dictates of justice, the law of nations, and 
the obligations of the most sacred compacts, 
in direct opposition to the express orders 
of the East India company, prohibiting 
their servants abroad ‘from making any 
“ extension of territory either by wars, ne- 
‘¢ gociations, or intrigues,” and, in open de- 
fiance of'the solemn resolutions of the com- 
ions of Great Britain, and of two succes- 
_ sive acts of pailiament, declaring, “ that to 
*« pursue schemes of conquest and exten- 
sion of dominion are measures repugnant 
“ to the wish, the honour, and the policy of 
“ this nation,” did, on the 4th day of June 
1802, by the means of, and in concert with, 
the lion. Henry Wellesley, compel the said 
nabob to sign a treaty, whereby it was 
agreed, that “ The povince of Furruckabad 
“and its dependencies should be ceded in 
‘perpetual sovereignty to the honourable the 
fast India Company.” —Thet, in violation 
of the declaration made by the said marquis 
Wellesley, by the means of the said hon. 
7, Wellesley, to the said regent Khenud 
Mund Khan, namely, “ That the British 
*<government, in assuming the manage- 
“ ment of the country of Furruckabad, pro- 
*« posed no ailvantage to itself beyond the 
*+secntity of its just rights and interests,” 
(meaning thereby the certain and regular 
payment of the annual subsidy due to the 
nabsb vizier of Oude, it having no pretence 
whatever to any other right or interest) 
** and the security of the interests of those 
dependant upon the state ;” and, in vio- 
lation of the written declaration made by 
the said marquis Wellesley, by the means 


of the said hon. Henry Wellesley, namely, : 


“ That, whatever balance shouldremain from 
“the revenues collected, after paying the 


*« sions, and the expence of a_ battalion of 
“ sepoys, should be paid, without fail, into 
“ the nabob’s treasury ;” the said marquis. 
Wellesley did, by the means of, and in con. 
cert with, the said hon. Henry Wellesley, 
by the aforesaid treaty, extort and seize up. 
on the whole of the revenues of the. said 
principality of Furruckabad, amounting to. 
upwards of ten lacks and 43,000 rupees (or 
130,000]. sterling) and in lieu thereof, did 
allow the said nabob an annual pension o 
only one lack and 8,000 rupees (or 13,0001, 
sterling); and to the princess, mother of 
the said nabob, and to all the other mem- 
bers of his illustrious family, aud to all 
their officers, retainers, dependants, at 
tendants, and servants, annual. pensions, 
amounting in the whole to less than two 
lacks and 80,000 rupees (or 30,0001. ster]. 
ing); and did reserve to the. said East In. 
dia company, contrary to the above-men 
tioned declarations, the whole of the ba. 


| lance, amounting to nearly seven lacks and 


55,000 rupees, or nearly 100,0001.  sterle 
ing.—That adding insult to injury, the said 
marquis Wellesley did appoint as resident 
at Furruckabad, and as distributor of the, 
aforesaid pensions, the secretary of his bro- 
ther the said hon. Henry Wellesley, who, as’ 
well as the said hon. Henry Weilesley, had 
aided-and assisted the said marquis in his’ 
extortions; granting to the said secretary a 
salary, suite, and allowance, exceedin 
those granted to the said untortunate aud 
despoiled prince.—That, to all these extor- 
tions, injuries, and insults, the said nabob, 
cut off from his relations, his friends, his 
subjects, and his country ; beguiled into 
the territories of his enemy ; surrounded on 


| every side by British troops; in every ee 


spect defenceless and powerless, baving no 
where to resort for assistance; seeing his 
ancient ally and protector, the nabob vie 
zier of Oude, stripped of half his posses 
sions, by the very persons in whose power, 
and at whose mercy, he then was, and re-. 
duced to a state of vassalage to the very 
persons who were then dictating terms to- 
himself ; seeing his powerful minister Khe- 
nud Mund Khan, the regent, in the interests 
of his enemies; and seeing, in those 
mies, those perfidious...friends to whom: - 
himself and his house had.ever beem mva-’ 
riably attached, and. who; were bound: by* 
every, humaa tie to-succour and uph 
him; .and knowing that any sort of oppo- 
sition, on his part, would be utterly inef 
fectual and wnayailing, and would only ex 
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the bitterness of his foes, was oblig- 

to submit.—That, in this unlawful, 
wicked, and cruel manner, did the said 
marquis Weilesléy, in open violation of the 
most sacred ties, of the positive orders of 
the East India company, of the solemn re- 
solutions of the commons of England, and 
of two successive acts of the British parlia- 
ment, insult, injure, oppress, despoil, and, 
in fact, depose, a young, defenceless, and 
friendly prince, extorting from him all his 
revenues and his dominions, and reducing 
him and the whole of his illustriqus family 
toa state af vassalage and dependency-: 
and, thus, did the said marquis exhibit the 
British government to all India and the 
whole world, as a government totaliy want- 


| ing in justice and good faith, openly des- 


pising the law of nations, guided by no 
principle but that of gain, and undisguisedly 
scofting at all right but the right of the 


_ sword.—That in all and singular the above 


recited acts and proceedings, the said 
Richard Colley marquis Wellesley has been 
wholly unmindful of the soleumn engage- 
ments of duty to the said East India com- 
ally, to his sovereign, aud to his country, 
him entered into; has daringly con- 
temned the parliament, the king, and the 
laws, aud dishonoured the British nation 
and name ; and has therein been guilty of 
high offences, crimes, and misdemeanors.” 
_The charge was ordered. to printed, and 
n into consideration on the 19th inst. 
[Assessep Taxgs.] The house having 
resolved itself into a committee of ways and 


ns, 
Tard Henry Petty observed, that after 
what had. been already said on the subject 
which he was now to. call the attention 
of the house, it would be unnecessary for 
him to trouble the committee at any length. 
He need do nothing more than state, that, 
according to the intimation which he had 
given, on a former occasion, it was proposed 
to raise 10.per cent. on the amount of the 
assessed taxes. He woukl accordingly now 
move a resolution to that effect. ith re- 
gyd tothe other motions which he had to 
submit to the house, it related to the ex- 
emptions which it was in contemplation to 
allow to. persons having small. incomes and 
large families, The object 6f it was to 
allow a deduction, of four per cent. for every 
child, in cases of. assessment under the 
amgunt.of 401, As far as the: ratio ex- 
tended, this would. apply to incomes up to, 
the amount of one thousand, or between 
one and two thousand pounds, This would. 
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embrace the whole of the exemptions that 
could have been claimed on this account, 
under the property-tax, and besides, it pos- 
sessed the advantage of being more full, 
general, and permanent, the exemptions” 
under the: property-tax being necessarily 
temporary. By this means he. avoided all. 
the inconveniencies which would attend the 
granting of such exemptions under the 
property-tax; and when he resisted the 
exemptions in that form, he had something 
like the present plan in contemplation. 
He concluded by moving, that towards 
raising the supplies granted to his majesty, 
there be an allowance on every assessment. 
made or to be made, by virtue of an act of 
the 43d of the king, after the 5th of April 
1806, of an aditional rate of 10 per cent. 
on the amount of such assessment. 

Mr. Huskisson-expressed some doubts as. 
to the produce of the tax. He rather ap- 
prehended that it would not turn out so 
productive as might be at first expected.. 
There was a difference between the. sum 
that might be calculated on the assessment 
and the sum that might be received in the . 
exchequer. It ought to be recollected that 
the property-tax had been raised from 6 
to 10 per cent. and the effect of this cer- 
tainly would be to induce people to reduce 
their establishments, so as to be liable to a. 
smaller portion of the assessed taxes. 

Mr. francis having before expressed his 
opinion that no new taxes were necessary 
for the service of the present year, and 
having pointed out a.mode (taxing foreign. 
property in the funds), by which a large sum 
inight be procured, it could nut be supposed 
that he could be very well disposed to any 
tax whatever: However he had no par- 
ticular objection to this mode beyond what 
he would have to any other. s 4 

Mr. Dent observed, that the principle of 
exemption of foreign property in. the. 
funds from the property-tax, applied to 
the parish taxes. He was proceeding to 
complain of the hardships under which 
small annuities laboured, when he was stop- 
ped by the chairman, who stated, that the 
only question at present was with regard to. 
the assessed taxes. 19 

Mr. Baker contended that the hon. gent. 
(Mr. Huskisson) was incorrect in his state- 
ment as to the effects which the raising of 
the property-tax would have on the pro- 
duce of the tax now proposed. The fact’ 
was that every one must give an account. 
of his establishment as it was the preced-» 
ing year, and therefore could not avoid: this’ 
jax) for the present. te 
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Mr. Bastard’ said, he did not rise for the: 


se of opposing the tax, or of imputin 
forward, as he had no doubt he was obliged 
to do so from the peculiar situation in which 
he found the country when he came: into 
office. The pressure on the people was 
now become so very great, that taxation, 
he was afraid, had arrived at almost its ne 
lus ultra. He wished, therefore, the no- 
le lord would turn his mind towards such 
part of the public property, as it was called, 
as might be touched; for instance, the 
waste lands, in order to obviate the neces- 
sity of raising new taxes another year. 

Lord H. Petty said, he hoped he should 
be able to make the waste lands come in 
aid of taxes the next -year.—The resolution 
was then read and agreed to, and the report 
ordered to be received to-morrow. 
-[Evection Treatine Mr. 
Tierney moved the third reading of the Elec- 
tion Treating bill. : 

Mr. Langham objected to it, on the 
ground, that it was not an act to explain 
and amend the act of king William, but 
purported to be a declaratory bill, and really 
was not so; for it diclaned it to be law- 
ful: to give money to a third person to pay 
the voter for loss of time, though not for 
carriages; whereas, the act of king Wil- 
lidm did not allow any money at all to be 
given. He thought the bill was altogether 
unnecessary, and would, therefore, move 
as an.amendment, that it be read a third 
time this day 3 months. 

Lord 4. Hamiltonsaid, that theamendments 
made in the committee on the bill, though 
satisfactory to some gentlemen, did not re- 
move his objections altogether. It would 
in substance make no material alteration in 
the law as it stood at present, and he should 
oppose it, as not being operative to any 
effective purpose. 

Mr. Morris observed, that the statute of 
William, in forbidding candidates being at 
the expence of supplying meat and drink to 
the voters, was founded upon “rey prin- 
ciples. . This bill professed to be declara- 
tory of that law, but as it allowed the pay- 
ment of expences for loss.of time, it left 
an opening for many abuses. There could 
be no standard for the amount of such 
charges, as the time of one man must be 
much more valuable than that of another. 
If at present there was no doubt as to the 
law, there could be no occasion fora de- 
’ elaratory bill, and he did net find that there 
was any contrariety in the décisions either 
of the courts of law, or of committees on 
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the subject. He opposed the bill therefore: 
as nugatory. 

Sir W. Dolben said, that he had been for. 
many years a member of parliament, and 
had seen much of election contests, He 
had seen much of elections, and he did not. 
know any way so effectual for correctj 
the bribery at elections, as that the ex. 

ences of the out-voters should be paj 
jointly by the contending candidates, by 
reviously depositinga sum of money in the 
ds of the returning officer, for defraying. 
the expences of every elector who should 
apply for them. 

Sir R. Burton thought the opinion ex. 
pressed by the hon. baronet a very uncon. 
stitutional one, and hoped the house would. 
never sanction the payment of any money 
for a seat in parliament. 

Sir IV, Dolben said, he had only spoken’ 
as to the custom and practice, and not as 
to the theory of the constitution upon that 
doctrine, 

Mr. Baker thought the hon. baronet was» 
in an error, and misled by the right exer- 
cised by the returning officers, of calling’ 
upon candidates to pay jointly the expen- 
ces of erecting the hustings, &c. He said,’ 
he liked the bill in its original state, which’ 
would prevent candidates, or their triends, » 
from being ‘at any expence whatever for’ 
elections. He saw no necessity for any 
charge, as the object was to have a free* 
election. By the bill now under considzt- 
ation, the candidate, though he paid io’ 
money directly, might agree with any ina- 
keeper for the expence of carriages for’ 


. conveyance ; and that being done, the other’ 


charge of meat and drink must necessarily » 
follow. If persons abandoned those places 
where they had votes, by residing else 
where, they had no right to. expect com 
veyance at the expence of the candidate; 
and when a man purchased even a small 
freehold in a place different from that of his 
residence, he did not do so in contemplation 
of a candidate being at the expence of his 
exercising his right of franchise. Nothing’ 
could, in his opinion, be so effectual in se- 
curing free elections, as a public and strict 
law, to prohibit the candidates from being” 
at any expence, 
Mr. Tierney said, that as the proposer of 
this measure, he stood in the extraordinary _ 
situation, that, having in the committee got 
rid of a number of strong objections, his 
bill séemed to have gained a greater num- 
ber of enemies. He had omitted ‘those. 
parts to which the greatest opposition was’ 
made, and yet it did not appear that he had 


| 
| 
| 


gained any friends by doing so. He was, 
‘however, convinced, that whatever might be 
the fate of this bill, in less than three years, 
something must be done to prevent the 
abuses it was meant to remedy. The court 
of Common Pleas had, indeed, decided in 
favour of the literal construction of the act of 
King William, but experience shewed, that 
doubts were entertained of it in the com- 
pittees of that house, which, in their: re- 
orts, only stated the rights of the seat, 
ti always omitted the grounds on which 
they had formed their decisions. In the 
Boston committee it was proved, that 4 or 
5 gnineas were given to each voter for loss 
of time ; but that did not appear upon the 
report. On the Coventry election, there 
was evidence that the voters required the 
candidate to make a previous deposit of 
from 1,000 to 2,000 guineas, before the 
election came on, and yet the sitting mem- 
ber was declared. duly elected. If the 
int then was left still in doubt, they may, 

in the next election, demand a deposit of 
$000. guineas; and the present bill was 
meant to set all these doubts at rest. He 


contended, therefore, that there was a 
strong necessity for a bill of this nature to 
set the point at rest. This was his object. 


He himself had as little interest in the ques- 
tion as any body. He had often received 
letters on many subjects which he brought 
before the house, abusing him in severe 
terms, but all the letters he received on this 
subject were filled with thanks. If the 
house did not pass this bill, great mischief 
would be done, for it would be understood 
that henceforth, money might be freely 
given. 

Mr. Secretary For admitted it to be 
strange enough that his right hon. friend 
was'in that situation in which friends and 
foes equally complained of his bill, and 
for his own part, if no stronger arguments 
were adduced to shew that such a number 
of electors should be disfranchised, he felt 
it his duty to retain all his former objec- 
tions. He voted indeed for the bill going 
into a committee, but heydid not find the 
invincible objections to it removed. He 
would not go into the theory of the con- 
stitution upon this point, but he had no 
hesitation in saying, that in our present 
situation, he was a decided enemy to any 
dimunition of the electors. His right ho- 
nourable friend was not well founded in 
his last observation; for the negative of 
that house upon a bill, could neither be 
argued nor received either m the courts of 
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law or a committee. The bill must be pro- 
ductive of infinite difficulty; and he would 
suppose a case, of his taking Mr. Tierney, 
in the same chaise with himself, to vote for 
a candidate in the country, in whose favour 
he felt himself interested; by the present 
bill, if he did so, he would be guilty of a 
breach of thelaw. The act of king William 
should either be repealed, or suffered to 
stand as it was, for it would be very um 
seemly in that house to pass a bill in favour 
of candidates, against the electors.—The 
house then divided on the amendment, 
when there appeared For it, 42; Against 
it, 17.—Majority 25. The bill was ac- 
cordingly thrown out. 

HospiraL Bitu.] Mr. 
Secretary Windham moved the recommit- 
ment of this bill. 

Mr. Bastard observed, that an allowance 
was made to certain corps of volunteers, 
for clothing, from June te October, and 
wished to know whether it was to be geue- 
rally extended to them all? 

Mr. Windham replied, that he knew of 
nothing which could produce any diflerence 
in the situation of the voluuteers from that 
which was originally proposed at the open- 
ing of the plan. : 

Mr. Huskisson objected to the extraor- 
dinary power which the bill gave to the 
crown, of granting pensions, of the amount 
of which there was no estimate before the 
house. 

Mr. Windham replied, that those: pen- 
sions would be annually under the inspection 
of parliament, as they were before. 

Mr. Huskisson remarked, that theexpen-_ 
ces were always hitherto before the house, 
but that it was now binding its faith te 
make them goéd without knowing their 
amount. 

Mr. Windham answered, that the parlia- 


ment would have cognizanee of them when 


it was called upon for the payment. : 
Sir J. Pulteney said, the clause would give 
the soldier a legislative right to a pension, 
whether he ‘by his conduct deserved it or 
not, as it went by lengthof service. He 
hoped some regulations would be made to 
prevent inen, who had behaved improperly, 
from enjoying that benefit; and, upon the’ 
whole, thought it would be better to leave 
it, as before, at the discretion of the crown. 
Mr. Windham said, in reply, that if a man 
behaved improperly, he was liable to be 


deprived of the benefit of the provision by 


the sentence of a general court-martiv!, 4 
Dr. Laurence said, he could not help rew 


| 
fore: | 
| 
and | 
He 
Not, 

ting 

‘the 

yin 4 

oul | 

ould . | 
ney 
ken 

that 

was | 
xer- 

ling’ 

pen- 

aid | 

hich’ | 

nds,» 

for’ 

any 

free: 

no’ 

for’ | 

ther: 

ily | 

aces 

ate ; 

nall 

his 

tion 

his 

ing, 

rt | 
| 
r of 

ary | 

his 

| 

was | 

had 


would give the king too much power. 


Sir J. Pulteney explained, that he did 
not mean to object to the clause, but should 
prefer leaving all such things, as usual, at 


the discretion of the crown. 


Mr. Bastard thought that house should 
always reserve to itself a controul in the 
disposal of money, which it was now part- 


ing with. 


Mr. For observed, that the clause gave 
the crown no other power, but that of grant- 
ing the pensions; the house retained the dis- 


cretion of providing the money. 


Mr. Windham also siated, that the mea- 
sure did not, in that respect, put the country 
‘in a different situation from what it was in 
at present, in respect to the prerogative of 
the crown, and only bound the parliament 
to make good the engagements entered into 
with the soldiers.—After some further con- 

’ versation, the different clauses were agreed 
to, and-the report ordered to be received 


to-morrow. 


{Lingn Drawsack BILL. ] Mr. Foster 
said, there was an order in the paper for 
ihe second reading of the Linen Drawback 
bill. Counsel were to be heard on it; and 
‘he would be guided by the gentlemen at the 
opposite side of the house, whether it should 
be postponed or not; for his part, he 
thought, that on account of the state of the 
‘house, several gentlemen being absent who 
wished to hear the matter discussed, it 
would be better to postpone the 2nd read- 
ing until Wednesday next, to which day he 
‘then moved it should be deferred. 


Lord A. Hamilton said, that being con- 


vinced that the measure was not yet ad- 
visable, he would move, that instead of 
Wednesday next, should be inserted this 
_ day three months. ; 

Mr. Magens made a few observations 
on the state of the trade, from the conside- 


ration of which he said, he was very desi- 


_ ous of seconding the motion of the noble 


lord. 

Lord Temple said, he thought it necessary 
that this business should be explained to 
the house, before it was absolutely decided 
on. The board of trade had formerly 
come to a resolution to allow a drawback 


on the duties on striped and checked linens, 


but not on plain; the object of this was, to 
encrease the exportation of our plain linens ; 
but, by a mistake in the wording of the 
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marking on this sort of objection; for the 
gentlemen at first complained, that the new 
plan would destroy the undoubted preroga- 
tive of the crown, and now objected, that it 


act, the plain, as well as checked linens 

were inserted. Now, on the faith of this 
act of parliament, the merchants here had 
sent orders to the foreign markets ; so'tha 
if this bill was now to pass, it would qa 
much to the disadvantage of these mep. 
chants. For this reason he thought parlia. 
ment was pledged to hold them harmless, 
and he, therefore, conceived himself bound 
to support the amendment. 

Mr. Foster thought the noblelord(Tem. 
ple) should have explained the matter more 
fully. After this mistake in the wordingof 
the act had been discovered, he had pto- 
posed that the bill he liad the honour of 
introducing, should tiot take effect, until 
every order that could possibly go from this 
country to foreign nierchants, should have 
been executed. By the 1st of Nov. he 
conceived that these orders would be per: 
fected; but if other genilenien did not 
think so, that was no’ reason why the bill 
should be thrown out entirely. It was a 
subject that could be considered, and set: 
tled in a committee; and he therefore 
thought, that the amendment should not be 
allowed, but that tlie bill should be com: 
nritted, wheu a time might be fixed on to 
preclude all possibility of the merchants, 
who had sent orders, bemg injured. 

Lord Temple in explanation, said, the 
term from whic!: this bill was to have effect 
could not be agreed on, and that was his 
reason for supperting the amendment. 
Lord H. Petty said, as it was agreed by 
all that there was a mistake, it should be ree- 
tified as soon as possible. The committee 
he considered as the proper place to deli’ 
berate on the term that should be allowed; 
he believed it was required, that until the 
Ist of March should be allowed, and he 
hoped his noble friends would consent to’ 
have the matter discussed in a committee. ° 
Mr. Rose agreed with the noble lord, 
and said, that the neglect was in a measure’ 
attributable to him, and he would be very’ ; 
sorry, on that account, that every chance 
of rectifying it should be taken away. 7 
Sir J. Newport hoped the noble lord 
would withdyaw his amendment, asy by te-' 
jecting the bill in the present stage, it would’ 
appear as if the principle was objected to,’ 
when in reality, the only question was with. 
regard to time, and he was sure the hot. 
gent. (Mr. Foster) would be willing to make’ 
every allowance.—It was then agreed, that 
both the motions should be withdrawn, and 
the bill was read a 2nd time, and ordered’ 


to be committed on Tharsday-nest) 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuesday, June 10. 


[MinuteEs.] The house proceeded in the 
eal from the court of chancery, “ Mary 
ott Seymour, an infant, by her next 
friend, against the earl of Euston and lord 
Henry Seymour.” The solicitor general, at 
considerable length, went over most of the 
arguments urged in this cause in the court 
of chancery, and was followed on the same 
side by Mr. Agar. The further considera- 
tion of the appeal was then postponed till 
the next day. During the hearing of the 
appeal, the bishop of Winchester addressed 
the house in further confirmation of an affi- 
davit made by his lordehip, which had been 
teferred to by the solicitor-general relative 
tothe education of Miss Seymour in the 
faith of the church of England. The Lord 
Chancellor observed, that whatever degree 
of respect they might entertain for the opin- 
jons of the right reverend prelate, their 
lordships could only look to what was in 
evidence before them.—The Irish Stamp 
Duties bill was read a third time and pass- 
ed.—Strangers were excluded, whilst their 
lordships discussed some matter of privilege 
brought forward by the earl of Limerick. 
discussion continued some time, Stran- 
gers were re-admitted, but uo public busi- 
ness was done, and very soon afterwards 
they were again excluded; when the con- 
sideration of the evidence adduced on the 
trial of lord Melville was resumed; and an 
order was made to proceed farther on the 
trial of lord Melville on Thursday, and a 
message ordered to be sent to the Commons 
to acquaint them therewith, 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, June 10. 


(MinuTes.] Sir J. Anderson brought up 
a petition from the parish of St. Leonard 
Shoreditch, in favour of the East-London 
Water works bill.—On the motion of sir J. 
~ Sinclair, it was ordered to be an instruction 
to the committee appointed to consider of 
the laws relative to waggons, &c. on the 
highways throughout the united kingdom, 
to take into their consideration the act of 
the 28th of the king, c. 27, relative to out- 
side passengers on. stage coaches.—Mr. 
Vansittart brought up‘the Scotch Distillery 
bill, which was read a. first time, and or- 
dered to be read a second time on Thurs- 
day next, and to be printed.—The Irish 
Malt Duty bill was read a third time and 
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passed.—Sir J. Newport gave notice of a 
motion he intended to make, for leave to 
bring ina bill to regulate the elections in 
Ireland. ‘The first object of the bill he. 
should propose was, to disqualify revenue 
officers from being returning officers, as 
they were now disqualified from being 
voters. In the second place, he wished 
that it should be imperative upon corpora- . 
tions, to examine speedily the claims of 
persons claiming the right of freedom ; and 
thirdly he wished that in cities and towns, 
the freeholders should be put on an equal- 
ity with those who had obtained their free- 
dom by trade, who at present can act six 
months after obtaining their freedom, where- 
as the freeholder must be registered at least 
twelve months prior to the election.—Sir 
Arthur Wellesley moved for papers res- 
pecting the charge against marquis Welles- 
ley.. The first paper for which he moved 
was “the copy ofa letter from Mr. Paull to 
Marquis Wellesley, dated Lucknow, March 
10, 1803, with the answer.” Mr. Paull 
seconded the motion. He however begged 
leave to state, that at the time of his writing 
that letter, he had been only six weeks in 
India, after his return from England, where 
he had staid above two years. It would 
be seen, however, that that letter complain- 
ed of the oppression and extortion commit- 
ted under the system of the British govern- 
ment in the province of Oude. The paper 
was then ordered, as was also an immedi- 
ate return of papers formerly moved for 
and ordered. 

[Ass&ssED TAXES BiLL.] On the mo- 
tion of lord Henry Petty the house went 
into a committee on the Assessed Taxes 
bill. 

Lord Henry Petty moved a resolution, 
“ That an allowance, not exceeding 41. per 
cent. per annum, be granted to every per- 
son having more than two children born in 
lawful wedlock, and fide maintained 
at the expence of such person, out of 
the duties charged by an act of the 43d 
year of his present majesty, for repealing 
the several duties under the management of 
the commissioners for the affairsof taxes, 
and granting new duties in lieu thereof, 
and by an act of the 45th year of his pre- 
sent majesty, for granting certain duties on 
horses, for each of such children above two, 
in case the total amount of such persons’ 
assessment or assessments for a year under 
the said Acts, after all appeals thereon shall 
have been heard and determined, shall be 
under 401.” : 
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“Mr. Haskisson wished to know whether 
this was meant as a permanent exemption, 
‘6r only as an alleviation of the hardships of 
the Property tax. “In either case, however, 
he thought it liable to considerable objec- 
tions. If the deduction was allowed inthis 
éase, the principle should go a great deal 
farther, and be in fairness allowed in other 
taxes. The Stamp Duties were very con- 
siderable on persons, for instance, engaged 
in chancery proceedings, where the expence 
of the suit was greatly increased by the 
price and the number of stamps that would 
be necessary. He did not see how the ex 
emiption could be brought to operate with 
_equality-in any case: and if extended ge- 
nerally, must be a great drawback on the 
amount of the taxes. Besides, a man who 
had a large family of children, must be com- 
_ pelled by that very circumstance, to havea 
lhsicee house, and pay more to the Assessed 
taxes; and to-equalize the system, would 
require a particular law for every particular 
- family: A man also, on acconnt of having 
the number of working horses, windows, or 
other things necessary to his trade, and hav- 
ing also a large family, migiit be obliged 
tépay more than 40l. to the Assessed tax- 
és, aiid therefore the additional 101. per 
eént. into the bargain; but if from other 
circumstances his Assessed taxes should be 
only 391. he would pay nothing to this 
‘duty; though he would be saddled with 
the whole, if his taxes amounted to one 
shilliig above 401). 
_ Lord Henry Petty replied, that as to 
the general inconvenience of taxes, if it was 
applied to individual cases, it would be im- 
possible to agree about any one of them. 
The object of the measure was not to 
afford a general, but a partial relief, and 
‘the inconvenience complained of would be 
‘much greater, if the principle had been 
‘introduced into the Property tax. As to 
whether it should be made perpetual or not, 
that must be matter for fature considera- 
‘tion, and dependeat on the circumstinices 
of the times, and was a subject on which 
‘he would not pledge hiinself, and could 
‘not tie up the discretion of parliament. 
The principle and object of the measure 
“was, that when a man kept a large house, 
‘not for luxury, but from the necessities of 
his family, he shoald be exenmpted. 
Mr. Huskisson did not think that there 
“was any difficulty applicable to the same 


principle in the Property tax, which would 
‘not apply to'this, 


Lord H. Petty observed, that if there. 


was to be any limitation at all, it must be- 

‘Mr. Wilberforce thought it no more than 
fair and just, that persons who were oblig- 
ed to pay more to the Assessed taxes on 
account of the largeness of their families, 
should have an allowance made to them 
upon that account, 

Mr. Huskisson wished to know how 
much these exemptions would take front 
the produce of the tax? . 

Lord H. Petty replied, that he supposed 
they might take about 200,0001.—The 
resolution was then agreed to, and the re- 
port ordered to be received to-morrow. 

[ABOLITION OF THE SLAVE 
Mr. Secretary Fox rose, in pursuance o 
the notice he had given, to submit to the 
house a Resolution on this subject, and 
spoke as follows:—Before, sir, I proceed 
to state the grounds on which I look with 
confidence for the almést unanimous coun- 
tenance of the house in this measure, I feel 
myself called upon to say a few words by 
way of apology for being the person to 
come forward upon the present occasion. 
For the last sixteen or seventeen years of 
my life, I have been in the habit of uni- 
formly and strenuously supporting the seve- 
ral motions made by a respectable gentle- 
man (Mr. Wilberforce), who has so often, 
by his meritorious exertions on this subject, 
attracted the applause of this house, and 
claimed the admiration of the public. Dur- 
ing the long period that I found it in such 
excellent hands, it was impossible for me 
to feel the slightest disposition to take it 
out of them. I am still of the same opinion; 
and cannot but think it would have been 
much better, if the same hon. member and 
his friends had retained it in their own hands, 
and they might certainly have depended 
upon me, and those with whom I have the 
honour to act, for the same ardent support 
which we have always uniformly given them. 
But, sir, the hon. member, and many of his 
friends, seem so strongly to entertain diffe- 
rent sentiments in that respect, from me, 
that’I submitted my own opinion to theirs, 
and, now assume the task, reluctantly, on 
that account, but-on every other, most 
gladly. So fully am I impressed with the 
vast importance and necessity of attaming 
what will be the object of my-motion this 
day, that if, during the almost forty years 
that Ihave now had the honour of a seat 
in parliament, I ‘had been so fortunate as to 


‘accomplish that, and that only, 1 should 


think I had done enough, and could retire 
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fom public life with comfort, and conscious 


satisfaction, that I had done my duty, 


Having made these preliminary observa- 
tions, I now come to the main question, but 
do not think it necessary to stop at present, 
for the sake of referring in detail to all the 
entries on your Journals, made at different 

riods since the year 1792, the different 
motions made by the hon. gent., the reso- 
lutions of the house, and the bills brought 


jn to abolish the trade, particularly that 


which received the sanction of this house, 
though it was unfortunately negatived in 


- another place. I have not lately had time, 


from other. occupations, to prepare myself 
to refer minutely to dates and details; and 
youst, therefore, content myself with a gene- 
ral reference, in which, should I fall into any 
mistake, I am sure there are gentlemen who 
willbe certain to set me right. In the ex- 
ecution of this duty, 1 am.happy to reflect, 
that whatever difference of opinion might 
have prevailed upon some points of this 


‘subject, between a few members, and, at 


one time, unhappily, so. as to defeat the 


‘measure, the opinion of this house upon 


the subject was, 1 will not say yniform, for 
in that I may be contradicted, but as nearly 
unanimous as any thing of the kind could 


e be, “That the Slave Trade is contrary to 


the principles of justice, policy, and hu- 
manity.” These, | believe, were the words 
of the resolution, adopted after long and 
serious deliberation; and they are those 
which I mean to submit for the resolution 
I shall propose this day. Surely, sir, it 
does not remain yet to be argued, that to 
carry men by violence away to slayery, in 
distant countries, to use the expression of 
an illustrious man, now no more (Mr. Burke), 
a man distinguished in every way, and in 
nothing more, than for his great humanity, 
* is not a trattic in the labour of man, but 
in the man himself.” I will not now enter, 
for it would be unnecessary, into that ex- 
ploded argument, that we did not make the 
negroes slaves, but found them already in 
that state, and condemned to it for crimes. 
The nature of the crimes themselves (witch- 


craft in general) is a manifest pretext, and, 


a mockery of all human reason. But, sup- 


-posing them even to be real crimes, and such 
-as men should be condemned for, can ihere 


be any thing more degrading to sense, or 
disgusting to humanity, than to. think it 


-honourable or justifiable in Great Britain, 


to send out ships annually to assist inthe 


-purposes of African: police? It has, 


‘other house of parliament, that the trade is. 
in itself so good a one, that if it was mot — 


found already subsisting, it would be right. 
to create it. I certainly will not compare 
the authority just alluded to with that of, 
my hon. friend (Mr. Wilberforce), who, in 
the efforts he has used in order to abolish. 
this dishonourable tratlic, as well as in all 
his other pursuits, has always done himself 
so much honour. I will not compare that 
authority with that of a right hon. gent. 
now no more (Mr. Pitt), whose talents have. 
always so justly been entitled to admiration, 
and whose eloquence was never more powers 
fully displayed on any occasion, than in op- 
position to this trade. I will not compare 
it with that of a noble lord (Sidmouth), one 
of your predecessors, but not your imme- 
diate one, in that chair, who though he op- 
posed the manner in which we wished to ob- 
tain an abolition, yet as to the principle, no 
man ever enforced more strongly, or with 
more feeling, his utter detestation of it. 
Another noble Jord also (lord Melville), 
who took a lead in constantly opposing our 
attempts at a total and immediate abolition ; 
yet, in regard to the principle, when he 
prevailed in his measure of gradual abo- 


lition, recorded his opinion on the Journals, — 


by moving, that the house considered the 
fee Trade to be adverse to policy, humani- 
ty. and justice. 1 do not, therefore, suppose, 
that there can be above one, or perhaps 
two members in the house, who can object 
to a condemnation of the nature of the 
trade, and shall now proceed to recall the 
attention of the house to what has been its 
uniform, consistent, and unchangeable opi- 


nion for the last 18 years, during which we ' 


should blush to have it stated, that not one 
step has yet been taken towards the Abo- 
lition of the Trade. If, then, we have never 
ceased to express our reprobation, surely 
the house must think itself bound by its 


character, and the consistency of its pro-. 


ceedings, to condemn it now. The first 
time this measure was proposed, on the 


motion of my hon, friend, which was in the 


year 1791, it was, after a long and warm 
discussion, rejected. In the following year, 


1792, after the question had been, during — 
the interval, better considered, there ap- 


peared to be a very strong disposition, ge- 


_nerally, to adopt it to the full; but in the 
committee, the. question for a gradual abo- -- 


lition was carried, On that occasion, when 


_ the ,most strenuous efforts were made to 
| specify the time when the total’ abolition © 
told, been asserted by an authority in the | should take place,. there were several divi- 
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sions in the house about the number of years, 
and lord Melville, who was the leader and 
proposer of the gradual abolition, could 


not ventare to push the period longer than. 


ight years, or 1800, when it was to be to- 
ally abolished. Yet we are now in the 
year 1806, and while’ surrounding nations 
are reproaching us with neglect, not a single 
step has been taken towards this just, hu- 
mane, aud politic measure. When the 
uestion for a gradual abolition was carried, 
das was no one could suppose that the 
trade weuld last so long; and in the mean 
time we have suffered other nations to take 
the lead of us. Denmark, much to its ho- 
nour, has abolished the trade; or, if it could 
not abolish it altogether, it has at least done 
all it could, for it has prohibited its being 
carried on in Danish ships, or by Danish 
’ sailors. I own, that when I began to con- 
sider the subject, early in the present ses- 
sion, my opinion was, that the total abolition 
of the whole might be carried this year; but 
subsequent business intervened, in the dis- 
cussions of the military plan ; besides which 
there was an abolition going forward in the 
foreign trade, from our colonies, and it was 
thought right to carry that measure first 


through, before we proceeded to the other. | 
That bill has now passed into a law, and so 


far we have already succeeded ; but it was 
then too late to carry it through the other 
house. 1h this house, from a regard to the 
‘consistency of its own proceeding, we could 
indeed expect no great resistance ; but the 
impediments that may be opposed to it in 
another, would not leave sufficient time to 
accomplish it. No alternative is therefore 
now left, but to let it pass over for the pre- 
sent session; and it is to afford no ground 
for a suspicion that we have abandoned it 
altogether, that we have recourse to the 
measure that I am now about to propose. 
‘ ‘The motion will not mention any limitation, 
either as to the time or manner of abolish- 
ing the trade. There have been some hints 
indeed entertained, and thrown out in some 
_quarters, that it would be a better measure 
to adopt something that must inevitably 


Jead to an abolition; but afer 18 years of 


close attention which { have paid to the sub- 
ject, 1 cannot think any thing so effectual as 
a direct law for that purpose. The next 
point is, as to the time when the abolition 
should take place; for the same reasons or 
objections 


of 1792, may here occur agam. That also 
‘TTeave open; but I trave no hesitation to 
- State, that with respect to that, my opinion 


lich led to the gradual measure 


is the same as it is with regard to the man 


ver, and that I think it ought to.be 


lished immediately. The motion, therefore, 
which I have to make, leaving to the house 
the timre.and manner of abolition, 1 cannot 
but confidently express my hopes and con. 
fident expectation, that it will be. wnanis 
mously carried; and I implore. gentlemen 


not to listen to that-sert of flattery-whick 


they have sormetimes heard (and parti 
from one of the members for pe 


that they have abolished it already. When 


the regulations were adopted, for the space 
to be allowed for each negro in a slave ship, 
the same gentleman opposed it as heing de- 
structive, and exclaimed, “ Oh! if you do 
that, you may as well abolish it at once, 


for it cannot be done.” Yet, when we pro-, 


pose an abolition altogether, they. use, .as 
arguments against us, the great good already. 
done, by regulating the slave ships, -and 
betiering the condition of negroes m the 


colonies. In the same way, when we frst: 
proposed the abolition of the foreign trade, . 


they told us it would have the effect ofa 
general and total abolition; aud I beg of 
them not to forget that declaration now; 


and having made it once, I must use to then - 


a phrase in common life, “ sir, if that be the 


it.” As to the stale argument of the ruin 
it would bring upon the West ladia.istands, 
I would refer gentlemen io perhaps the 
most brilliant and convincing specel that 
ever was, I believe, delivereri i this onany 
other place, by a consummate master of 
eloquence (Mr. Burke), and of which, 1 be- 


lieve, there remains in some publications — 


a report that will convey aa’ inadequate 
idea of the substance, though it would be 
impossible to represent the mamer; the voice, 
the gesture, the manner, were not to be de- 
si illum vidisse, siillam 
divisse!” If all the members of this house 
could but have seen and heard the great 
orator in the delivery of that speech, on 
that day, there would not néw be one who 
could for a moment longer suppose that 
the abolition of the slave trade could inja- 


colonies. I am aware that a calculation 


was once made, and pretty generally cireu-— 


lated, by which it would appear, thut were 
the importation of negroes into the islands 
ut an end to, the stock of slaves could not 
kept up; and if I. recollect right, the 
calenlation was made with reference to the 
island of Jameica. Fortunately, howéver, 


for our argument, the experiment has been 


case, 1 must pray you to put your hand te- 


riously affect the interests of the West India. 
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tried in North America, where the 
trade was abolished; and the effect of it 
shewed, that the population of the negroes 
was neatly equal to that of the whites. As 
that is the part of the world where popu- 
more rapidly than in any 
other, and as we know that within the last 
rr) the popula‘ion of whites has dou- 
Ted, and that of negroes very nearly so, 
without importation; it affords, I willnot say 
a damning, but a blessing proof, that our 
“adopting a similar course would ultimately 
produce ihe happy effect of a gradual eman- 
cipation, ofincreasing population, of enabling 
negroes to acquire property asthe reward of 
Jong servitude; and thus place these isiauds 
ina state of safety beyond any thing that 
could be done by fleets or armies. Nothing 
pow remains for me, sir, but to address a few 
words to those members opposite me, who 
are so fond of queting the opinions of a 
fight hon. gent. deceased (Mr. Pitt), and 
fess to entertain so profouid a respect 
his memory. They all know that there 
was no subject on which that right hon. 
gent. displayed his extraordinary eloquence 
with more ardour than in support of tie 
Abolition of the Slave Trade. His speeches 
on that subject will not easily be forgotten ; 
and, therefore, in supporting the present 
motion, they would not only have an op- 
portunity of manifesting their private friend- 
ship for him, their admiration of his splen- 
’ did talents, and the sincerity of their zeal 
and respect for his character and memory ; 
but also the opportunity of quoting him 
with great advantage: added to which, 
they may now display all this for the pub- 
‘lic good, and on a subject upon which they 
cannot be suspected of making that respect 
and admiration, only a vehicle for party 
purposes. —The different proceedings held 
in the course of the motions for the Abo- 
lition of the Slave Trade were then read. 
After which the right hon. secretary moved 
the following resolution : “‘ That this house, 
“ conceiving the African Slave Trade to be 
eontrary to the principles of justice, hu- 
“ manity, and sound policy, will, with all 
“practicable expedition, proceed to take 
“ effectual measures for abolishing the said 
“trade, in such manner, and at such pe- 
“tiod, as may be deemtd advisable.” 
Sir Ralph Milbanke rose to second the 
motion. He should always, he said, en- 
deavour to suppress a trade so unjust and 
so degrading to humanity ; and he wished it 
to be remembered, that he had on every 


occasion given his vote for ‘the abolition of 


*. 


it. He had been uniformly of opinion that 
the slave trade was a ruinous and destruc- 


tive traffic, that it was contrary to.every 


principle of sound policy, justice, and hu- 
manity, as had been stated by the right hou: 
secretary in a much more able manner than 
he could do. He was happy fo say that the 
majority of his constituents concurred with 
him in these sentiments. He was persuaded 
ihat the cultivation of the colonies could be 
very weil carried on without any fresh im- 


portation of slaves, and concluded by se-_ 


conding the motion, 

General Tarleton said he felt some asto- 
nishment atthe manner in which, and the 
time when, the right hea. secretary had 
thought proper to bring forward this Reso- 
lution. It was wholly uncalled for by any 
part of the country, and introduced seem- 
ingly for no other purpose, than‘to shew 
that he had the power to carry his point, 
The house had certainly expressed senti- 
ments inimical to the trade, and favourable 
to its abolition; which, however, it had 
never thougiit proper to foilow ap by any 
efficient measure. But the former resolu- 
tions were brought forward in periods of. 
profound peace, when they were not preg- 
nant with any such danger as at present, 
when tiie country was involved in an ardu- 
ous war, and pluaged in a situation more 
critical than at any former period of its 
history. Why the right hon gent. should 
have chosen such a moment for bringi 
forward the motion, was to him most asto- 
nishing, nor could he account for it upon 
any other principle than that of gratifying, 
for certain political purposes, the inelina~ 
tions of an hon. member below him (Mr 
Wilberforce), who was so extremely zealous 
upon this subject, that he never could hear 


the Slave Trade mentioned without start- 


ing as if he saw a ghost, and exclaiming 
abolition! abolition! [t was therefore most 
proWable, that the right hon. gent. had in 
view to cultivate a new coalition in that 
house for the remainder of the session. He 
was aware, that in the course of the former 
investigations which took place upon this 
subject, a most volumimous body of evi- 
dence had been laid before parliament. 
Much of that evidence was in favour, aud 


much against the abolition; and whatever 


was the resolution, at that time adopted, it 
did not appear that parliament ‘had since 
thought it wise to follow ® up: but before 
the house should proceed to adopt the re- 
solution now proposed, he felt it his duty 


‘to all their aiteiition to the situation of Lt 
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verpool—a\town which, from a miserable 
fishing hamlet of about 150. huts,’ had 
within a century risen to be the second 
town, in point of commercial wealth and 
consequence, in the British dominions, en- 
tirely by the African trade. He begged to 
impress on the recollection of the house 
what the situation of Liverpool was when 
the right hon, gent. and his colleagues came 
ito power. It was eminent for. the pros- 
perity of its commerce, its wealth, its loy- 
alty ; for the important aid it furnished to 
the British marine, by affording at all times 

@ numerous supply of seamen, through its 

African and West Indian trade. It was 

equally distinguished for its spirit in fitting 

out private ships of war, and by contribut- 
ing anntally three millions sterling in 
revenue to the public purse. But what 
measures of advantage had. Liverpool ex- 
ienced since the present. ministers came 
into power? Why, the Restriction bill upon 
the African trade, by which the enterprising 
spirit of its merchants was paralysed, their 
trade diminished, the value of their ship- 
ping considerably reduced, and disputes 
existed between them and_ the planters. 

But if the mercantile interests of the coun- 

try were to be thus crushed ; if that com- 

merce, which yielded so great a portion of 
the public revenue, was to be impoverished ; 
what must be the natural consequence? 

But one of two alternatives ; either the mi- 

nister must resort to the landed interest 

entirely, for the supplies necessary to carry 
on the war, or he must be driven to an ig- 
nominious peace. If the right hon. gent. 
seriously meant to proceed with the pro- 

sed measure, he could ouly say, that his 
constituents would feel themselves justified 
jn coming forward in the most respectful 
manner, to solicit from parliament that to 
which they would conceive themselves justly 
entitled; namely, compensation for the 
losses they would sustain, in conseqflence 
of a measure that would deprive them of 

a trade which they had followed from the 

ime of ‘queen Elizabeth, under the sanction 

of parliamentary protection. ‘The necessary 
consequence of the measure must be bank- 
ruptcies without number; the emigration 
of useful artisans, with their capitals, to 

America; and the loss to this country, for 

ever, of many useful artificers. 

' Mr. Francis said, it was certainly in the 
wer of the hon. general’s constituents to 
etition the house for compensation for the 

, loaves they would sustain from the abolition 
of this trade; but he, for his part, would 


| not consent to give any part of his property. 
for that purpose, nor would bees 
that it should be taken out of the public 
purse, as it was well known. to the. mer. 
chants, that they carried. on the trade. 
agaiust the wish of the country at: large, 
Another reason against allowing them.com,, 
pensation, was, that it could: not be.ascer. 
tained whether it would, be beneficial to, 
Liverpool or not; as, in all the bills which, 
had been brought in for the regulation, of 
the trade, they had uniformly stated, that 
each would act as an entire abolition, and. 
had afterwards acknowledged that it had 
a contrary tendency. With-respect:to the 
principle of the measure, the person who 
proposed the abolition, let him stand on 
what side of the house he would, was al, 
ways his friend, He thought, however, 
that the Resolution in 1792 was decisive; 
and he thought, for the dignity of the 
house, it should have been ected on long 
before this. He was extremely sorry, in- 
deed, that another resolution should now 
be proposed, the same, nearly, as the 
former, but not so strong, without the 
house having any security that it would be 
followed up with any other motion. He 
was the more surprised at this mode of 
proceeding, as his right hon. friend had 
declared himself still an advocate for the 
immediate abolition, and he, for his part, 
heartily wished that the latter mode had 
been proposed. The argument used by 
his right hon. friend, against . bringing in 
a bill, was, that the session was now far ad 
vanced, and that though it might be passed 
through one house, yet it was probable that 
there would not be a sufticiency of time to 
allow it to be discussed in the other; but, 
he would ask whether there would not be 
the same portion of time consumed in dis- 
cussing a hill, as there was in discussing a 
resolution? The bill might be- short, and 
conceiving that it was practicable to pass it 
in the present session, he, for his part, 
would advise that it should be brought. in, 

Lord Castlereagh agreed with the hon, 
gent. who just sat down, that it was better, 
and he conceived it would be more consist- 
ent with the principle the right hon, se 
cretary had always entertained, to bring in 
a bill, even at this late period of the session, 
than to proceed on this indefinite resolution. 
This motion, a mere declaration of an in- 
tention to act, without naming any time, or 
any particular manner of acting, appeared to 
him to be of no use, except, perhaps, that 


of keeping up, for a little longer, the old 
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character of the rt. hon. secretary, amongst 
those who had felt evident disappointment 
at his-conduct since in office. If the rt. hon. 
nt. really meant it as a serious proposi- 
tion, or any thing else than one of those 
convenient measures of parliamentary ma- 
nagement, which he sometimes condescend- 
ed to adopt, he (lord C.) did not see any pur- 
it could answer to the rt. hon. gent. It 

ged the house generally to a Resolution, 

for a wholly indefinite as to time and 
mode. If, in point of fact, the trade could 
be abolished at once, why not do it imme- 
diately, instead of proposing a Resolution 
in general terms upon the subject, which, 
in is present form, was wholly unintelligi- 
ble? The house had formerly come toa 
definite resolution, which had never been 
followed up; and why ? Obviously because 
it. was found impracticable to realize the 
theories of those who led the house into 
that resolution. With respect to the prin- 
ciple of the Slave Trade, no man more sin- 
‘cerely wished than he. did, that it were 
practicable now, or at any proximate peri- 
od, to remove a grievance so calamitous, 
from the lot of humanity. As to ef- 
decting any thing like a. general abolition of 
this traffic, he really feared it was not to be 
accomplished by parliament; for were the 
most peremptory bill that could be shaped, 
topass this night upon the subject, to pre- 
clude all-British ships and capitals from be- 
ing employed in the African trade, ‘even 
for the supply of our own colonies, he did, 
not see any other purpose such.a bill would 
answer than to involve us in disputes with 
those colonies, and to risk their ultimate 
doss, by forcing them to resort to other na- 
tions, who would certainly take up the trade 
asa source of wealth, the moment it. was 
relinquished by this country. Did the 
fight hon. gent. imagine, that any bill pas- 
sed by the British Legislature for abolishing 
ourown Slave Trade, would preventFrance, 
“Spain, and Portugal from carrying it on, 
under all those cruelties which the regula- 
tions of the British Trade were so well cal- 
culated to prevent ? Did-the hon, member 
near him (Mr. Wilberforce), who had an- 
nounced his intention of moving this night 
anaddress to his majesty upon this subject, 
‘imagine that it would be in the power, of 
his. majesty to change’ the sentiments of 
other European governments, and more es- 
pecially of the present ruler of France, 


whose principles and opinions were:so well 


‘known upon the subject, and: to whom)the 
ar circumstance of our abandoning the 
trade 


would be the strongest 


. 
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for its adoption ? In fact, until such a con- 
cert could be formed with our own West 
India planters, and the other powers of 
Europe, it would be in vain to expect any 
thing like an effectual. measure for the abu- 
lition of this trade; and by abandoning it 
ourselves, we should only throw a source 
of wealth into the lap of our enemies, with- 
out effecting any one good. purpose to the 
unfortunate-objects of our solicitude. Any 
real benefit must be the work of time and 
gradual progression, and by a Corrective 
system, something of the nature by which 
smuggling and other abuses were corrected 
at home ; such, for instance, as an high and 
almost prolihitory duty on the importation 
of new slaves into our West India islands ; 
but this duty not to operate merely as a 
source of revenue to the crown, but of re- 
ward to the planters, for encouraging ne- 
gro population ia the Islands, and rewarding 
the kindness and encouragement shewn to 
slaves. The noble lord concluded by say- 
ing, that the present motion was unwise, 


and that if the right hon. gent, meant to 


abolish the Slave Trade, his. Resolutions 
should have been-more definite, 

The Solicitor General said, he should 
have much more cordially supported a mo- 
tion for leave to-bring in a bill forthe im- 
mediate abolition of this abominable traffic: 
yet still, he thought the motion ought to be 
supported, as pledging the house to take the | 
most speedy and practicable means. to abo- 
lish it. Surely, if it were the sense ef the 
house to adopt, in the present session, any 
measure more prompt and efficient for the 
purpose, this resolution would oppose no 
impediment to a purpose so desirable. The 
noble lord who had just sat. down had said 
the resolution was vague and indefinite. Its 
object, he conceived to be unequivocally 
explicit, and its purpose to revive ‘the reso- 
lution of the house in 1792, which had not 
been acted. upon. Ii was not his wish at 
this moment, to,enter into a general discus- 
sion upon the Slave Trade, tor what could 
there be offered to- the house in vindication 
of a commeree. so detestable, but argu- 
ments already refuted, and assertions long 
since disproved? It was hardly fair to say, 
the house had not done any thing in pursu- 
ance of its former resolution; for in the 
session before last it had passed a bill for the 
purpose, which was rejected in the other 
house of -parliament, and another was_ 
breught in. last session, which miscarried, 


-owing to the-accident-of a thin house, and a 


concerted plan to defeat the measure. He 
knew well that sometimes corrupt systems 
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were long continued-in nations that had not 
courage to enquire into them ; but that was 
not the case in this country with respect to 
this system, because there had beén no want 

_ of courage to enquire into it; and after the 
Opinion expressed by the committee, who 


in 1792 had investigated the subject with 


the most patient deliberation; whose opi- 
nions, and the evidence upon which they 
were founded, stand recorded on the jour- 
nals of the house; and who solemnly de- 
clared, that this most atrocious traffic had 
been, and continued to be, carried on in 
the most wanton and barbarous manner, 
could any argument be necessary now to 
prove the propriety of its abolition? Or 
could the house feel the necessity of longer 
delay, when they were told, that since the 
adoption of those resolutions to abolish this 
infamous trade, no less than $60,000 
wretched individuals had been torn from the 
coast of Africa, in consequence of war, and 
violence, fomented for the purpose of seiz- 
ing and consigning them to slavery in the 
West Indies. An hon. general had said, 
that if this trade were to be abolished, his 
constituents-of Liverpool must come to that 
house for compensation, and that a great 
source of revenue must be destroyed : be it 
so, at amy expence, rather than hold the de- 
testable principle, that the debts of England 
were to be paid with the blood of Africa. 
The noble lord had said, that the prowress of 
abolition must be gradual, and that it could 
only be effected in concert with our West- 
India planters. In such a case, indeed, the 
prospect must not only be far distant, but 
utterly hopeless, as the Planters were a set 
of men whose assent could never be ob- 
tained; and he would beg leave to refer to 
the former correspondence of lord Seymour 
and the West India planters on this subject, 
to show their intention to blindfold and mis- 
lead parliament upon the subject. He trust- 
ed the house, in its final decision, would not 
be guided by such ave 
General Gascoyne said, that with respect 
to the Abolition of. the Slave Trade, unless 
the house did something effectual, they 
would do'a great deal of mischief; for the 
subject would now be stirred afresh; it 
would go abroad, and be talked of in other 
laces; it would be agitated with warmth 
in the colonies, where it would rouse feel- 
ings that had in a great measure subsided, 
raise expectations that would be disappoint- 
ed, and, in fact, prove pregnant with more 
injurious consequences than many gentle- 
‘men could well conceive. He was well as- 
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commercial interests in the colonies ; and hy 
wished to be informed, if there ever weg, 
period in our history, in which our colonial | 
trade had beew in greater danger than it wa 
at the present moment? but the house had 
been told, it must give some opinion on the | 
} subject ; and the resolution said, the Slaye 
Trade was contrary to every principle of 
justice, humanity, and sound policy. Ast 
the question of justice, he could by no means 
acquiesce init; but while we were so str, 
nuous in favour of justice to the Africa 
we should not lose sight of it towards one 
another; and it was not.at all clear, im his 
mind, that it was just in the mother coy 
try to treat the colonies in the way she fad 
done, by first giving legislative encourage 
ment to the tratfic in question, and afte, 
wards, when large properties had been em. 
barked in it, endeavouring thus to put 4 
stop to it, and thereby vie. rs in be 

and ruin, those who had risked their 
perty, and thereby added greatly to the 
wealth, prosperity, and aggrandisement of 
the whole empire. He could not help ex. 
pressing his great surprise at what had been 
said by a right hon. and learned gent. (the 
Solicitor-General) who had introduced a de. 
gree of warmth and violence of language, 
that night, which had not been heard in the 
house for many years; had reverted tothe 
expressions originally used on the subj 

of rapine, robbery, and murder; and he 
wondered, as he had taken up the matter: 
so warmly, that he had not also mentioned 
the cruelties of the middle passage, the mur- 
der by Capt. Kimber, &c. which had been 
all ed since to be fabrications and fie 
tions, but which had been ysed with com 
siderable effect in the outset of the business, 
As to the trade itself, he could prove, it had 
been sanctioned by the authority of the 
wisest and most pious legislators. If he was 
mistaken, his pious friend near him could 
set him right. The hon. general then quot 
ed the 25th chapter of Leviticus, out of 
which he read the 44th, 45th, and 46th 
verses, as follows:—“ Both thy berdmen 
“ and thy bond-maids which thow shalt 
“ have, shall be of the heathen that are 
“ round about you; of them shall ye buy 
“ bond-men, and bond-maids. Moreover, 
*¢ of the children of the strangers that do 
sojourn among you, of them shail ye buy, 
* and of their families that are with you, 
which they begat in your land, and 

* shall be your i And ye 


“take them as an inheritance for your 
“ children after you, co inherit them fora 


“ possession ; they shall be your bondmen 
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for ever.” The above clearly proved, 
that slavery had from the earliest times, 
‘been countenanced and authorized by reli- 
ion itself. It was equally certain, it had 

en. encouraged at various periods, during 
and since the reign of Elizabeth. As to the 
doctrine “of the right hon. and learned 
gent, respectingindemnity, he did notknow 


‘where he had learned it ; but, in that house, 


whenever, in the various discussions which 


: had taken place, the subject of indemnity 


had been mentioned, it had never been de- 
nied, thatthe merchants of Liverpool, and 
the planters in the colonies also, were all 
‘entitled to it. Would the house say, that 


the justice they would extend.to the Afri- 


cans, they would refuse to their own coun- 
trymen., He would repeat what he had said 
om a former occasion, with the same qua- 
fication. If we had new colonies to culti- 

vate, and he was asked his opinion, in re- 
spect to encouraging the Slave Trade, he 
would certainly advise it; and why? be- 
cause Our commerce had derived such im- 
mense sources of wealth and prosperity 
from it, as had proved a great mean of 
raising the country to its present state of ag- 
disement and magnificence, and en- 


abled us to contend with our enemies. 
Would any man say Europeans could cul- 
tivate the colonies? If we looked at the me- 


lancholy ravages made in our armies when 
sent over to the colonies, we should find, 
that without having any hard labour to per- 
form, the effects of a burning sun, and a 
continued sultry climate, were such, as to 
sweep away more than one half in .the 
course of the first year they arrived there. 
He thought that pledging the house,now to 
renew a measure. which had so long .lain 
dormant, could do no good, and might ef- 
fect much mischief, and he should there- 
fore vote against the motion, 
. Mr. Wilberforce said, that with regard 
to one, part of the hon. general’s speech, 
a was doubtful whether he should not 
ave interrupted him by calling him to 
rder. But if the hon, gent. could. be- 
‘was sanctioned by. our 
holy religion, he should only feel disposed 
to pity his weakness and error, and should 
endeavour to rectify his mistake in the spi- 
rit. of mildness and .conciliation. ., It_ was 
le glory of our religion, that it not only 
forbade all those odious means by whi 
slaves were procured, but expressly, probi- 
bited. the practice, of . mancstealing, ..and 
led us to.act on a principle,of universal 
kind good-will. to 
VIE should ever depregate 


introduction of such appeals to sacred au- 
thority into that house, as tending rather 
to ridicule than to any satisfactory result. 
He should have ‘heard with pleasure the 
declarations of his noble friend (lord Cas- 
tlereagh,) respecting the radical injustice 
of the traffic, had he not at the same time 
seemed to oppose every method that had 
been proposed for its abolition, and had 
not his speech been uniformly applauded 
by those who were friendly to the trade. 
They were perfectly willing to permit the 
trade to be railed at, while, in fact, it re- 
ceived their most effectualsupport. Fehim- 
self had derived pleasure from the refiection, 
that the measures he had brought forward 
at different times on this subject had been 
supported by almost all the ablest men on 
both sides of the house, who had seldom 
agreed on any great measure of policy. 
If he had erred, he had erred with great 
authorities. But his noble friend, while 
he reprobated the principle of the Slave 
Trade, had obtained. the support of those 
only who were friends to that traffic. The 
noble lord had proposed to accomplish 
the gradual abolition of the trade by means 
of duties on the importation of slaves, 
But this would only tend to increase the 
price of slaves; and surely the co-operation 
of the colonies, which was so little to be 
expected, would in this way become more 
necessary than in any other method that. 
could be devised. It had been said, in- 
deed that it, was absolutely necessary that 
the colonies should co-operate in_ the abo- 
lition, in order to render it effectual. This, 
however, he must deny; for the importa- 
tion of various commodities into the West 


India islands had been prevented by legisia- 


lve interference, and surely it would not 
be more difficult to prevent the importation 
of slaves, who, whatever they might..have 
suffered, still exhibited some appearance 
of the human form.. No measures, he 
contended, were to be expected from the 
colonies even for the gradual abolition. of 
slavery. They had declared, that whate- 
ver steps might be taken for ameliorating 
the condition of slaves, these were in no 
degree to be considered as adopted with a 
view to the abolition of slavery, the perpe- 
petual enforcement of which they regard- 
ed as their birth-right, of which they should 


| never be deprived.. Even this language 


was more, agreeable to him than the pros 
fessions...of others, who, while they pres 
tended to wish for the abolition. af slavery, 
yet effectually impeded it by every means in 
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be something impracticable in the measure, 
since from the year 1792, when it had re- 
ceived the sanction of parliament, nothing 
effectual had been done for its accomplish- 
ment. Parliament had at that period been 
actuated by: an ardent feeling which had 
Been almost universal in the country. 
But it was to be regretted, that the feelings 
of benevolence were too apt to be evane- 
scent, while interest was a cool and cal- 
culating principle ; and the feelings of in- 
terest had oiadaclly overpowered the dic- 
tates of philanthropy and the compunctions 
_ of humanity. He: should have preferred 
- the immediate introduction of a bill for 
the Abolition of the Slave trade; but he 
@ had submitted to the judgment of those 
who thought that at the present advanced 
i of the session there was little proba. 
bility of its. receiving the concurrence of 
parliament. The-former bill which had 
passed this house, had not been negativated 
by the lords, but had been merely rejected 
on the ground of their not having sufficient 
time for its full discussion. But the pre- 
‘sent resolution would hold out the hope, 
that ‘the house was now more desirous to 
fulfil that’ pledge which they had long ago 
‘held out to the country, and therefore it 
met with his cordial approbation and con- 
currence. On the whole, he conjured 
the house to recollect that Providence had 
hever connected the happiness and pros- 
perity of any country with injustice; and 
that whatever apparent prosperity the 
slave trade might produce, it would ul- 
timately be found rotten to the core. 
‘There would be no need of bounties 
for the encouragement of negro 
ulation, as had been proposed’ by a nob 
d, if the domestic comforts of the slave 
were properly attended to; and the only 
way of producing this effect would be the 
total abolition of the slave trade, which 
would force the planter, from a sense of 
interest, to improve the situation of the 
negro. But as long as the slave market 
could be resorted to, so:long would the sys- 
tem of breeding’ be neglected—As to 
fhe plan, he could have wished a Bill 
to have been immediately brought in 
for. the Abolition; but his right’ hon. 
friend ‘had most forcibly shewn, that-could 
not be done, at so late a period of the ses 
sion ; as there would not be time for the 
“Lords to consider the bill with that mature 
deliberation which the subject required, 
His noble friend was, however, mistaken, 
‘whenvhe .said the’ Bill’of last-year was ne- 
pytived'by the Lords-~it-was-only laid aside, 


because there was not time for a full con. 
sideration of it, He'hoped, therefore, the 
present resolution would pass, to shew that 
the houses were determined to take up the 
question early in the next session, and 
evince to the world that they will, as speeds 
ily as possible, abolish a traffic which they 
have so repeatedly declared to be abomina- 
ble in its ‘principle, its nature, and its cons 
sequences. 

Sir W. Young thought this. resolution 
might tend to raise hopes and expectations 
which might have a very mischievous ten- 
dency. He would rather wish the subject 
had been taken up by a bill; in which case 
all the merits of the question might ‘have 
been discussed in that house, and then sent ’ 
to the lords for their consideration. If 
however, this resolution had been proposed 
at the beginning of a session, he would’ not 
have objected to it, because it might have 
been followed by a bill before the close of 
it; but now so near the close, and when 
they might not, on separating, meet again 
before January, a resolution of this kind 
would be agitated in the colonies, and might 
produce much mischief among the ne. 
gtoes. He should, therefore, oppose the 
motion. 

Lord Henry Petty said, he should cer- 


tainly, have given the preference toa bill | , 


for the immediate abolition of this abomi- 
nable traffic; but it had been most elo- 
quently and forcibly shewn by his ri 

hon. friend, that the lateness of the session 
would not allow the practicability of such 
a measure. What, then, had his right 
hon. friend done? After the longest deli- 
beration that, he believed, had ever been 


lg| given to a resolution of that or any other — 


legislature in the world—after a resolution 
of that house passed in 1792, that this abo- 
minable traffic should be abolished in 1800, : 
his rt. hon. friend, in 1806, a period of 14 
ears, calls on the house tojagree with him 
in a resolution, the object of which was 
to remove from the house that degree. of 
shame and disgrace, which they had’so 
long laboured under, from an apparent de: 
reliction of a resolution so'solemnly passed, 
and a pledge so seriously given, on a sub- 
ject of such vast importance, after the most 
mature deliberation, and most ample dis- 
cussions. ‘The noble lord 
by his argument, seemed to think this re- 
solution. must be sént'to the other ir 
and that there would ‘be ‘something inde¢o- . 
rous in‘so' doing’; lie. could not, 
see. it at all in that light. “What right 


the noble lord, or what reagori had the house 
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now laid before the house, and would 


_ exceeding double and treble the number of 


497) 
to suppose or believe that the other house 
would differ with them on the general 
principle of this measure ? He denied. that 
the house had any fair and reasonable ground 
to suppose so; all they had done to shew 
their opinion, was, they had thrown out a 
pill which was sent to them on the subject, 
“not from any consideration or discussion 
of its principle or merits, but because 
it was too late ih the session to give 
it due attention and deliberation. For 
this reason the present resolution _ was 


‘be communicated to the other house; 
and it would be open to them, when 
this matter came before them in a ge- 
neral shape, to give their opinion fully 
and fairly on the subject. As to the} 
general subject, his own private opinion 
gertainly accorded strictly with the words 
of the resolution, and he thought the trade 
contrary to every principle of justice, bu- 
manity, and sound policy, so far as sound 
policy could be connected with a matter 
of this nature. The trade commenced in 
Africa, and after spreading a variety of 
vices there, in order to effect the robbery 
of persons who were the objects of its pur- 
suit, it proceeded, with cruelty, to the 
misery and destruction of the places. 
where. it was carried on, fre- 


quently to the desolation of those who pro- 


cured those negroes. Besides these horri- 
ble effects, it was attended with the. mis- 
chief tothe British sailors of a waste of life, 


those who'died in any other employment in 
which they were engaged, which not un- 
frequently amounted to one-sixth of the 
whole ship’s company in a voyage; and ity 
also produced the worst of all moral effects 
among the planters, and those who were 
under the necessity of using slaves in the 
West Indies, These, he said, were the 
considerations he felt on the subject; and 
he believed they were the same which ope- 
~ rated on the house, in 1792, to come to the 
‘resolution they then did. What had since 
happened to change that opinion ? Every 
instance had shewn that encouragement,and 
mitigated labour, had made the negroes pro- 
ductive and useful; they had encreased in 
population; we had made of them soldiers and 
non-commissioned officers; and having done 
‘so for our own interests, having made them 
defenders of the country, against the com- 
mon enemy, for our interests, why should 
we not do something for theirs? It. had’ 
-been: proved. that the population. might be 
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thing could prevent it, but the extremity of 
vice and misery which prevailed in the 
West Indies, which kept down the charities 
of life, and which the house were silently. 
continuing during the ag session. The 
present resolution woul@lay the foundation 
for proceeding in the business early in the 
next session, which he thought not only de- 
sirable, but absolutely necessary for the ho- 
nour and characier of that house,and as such 
it had his most cordial support. 

Mr. Rose said as far as regarded the ques- 
tion of the Abolition of the Slave Trade, 
his opinion was still consistent with that 
which he had on all occasions expressed ; 
and it was not altered with respect to the 
season and manner in which the questiow 
was brought beforethe house, as he consider- 
ed this not less objectionable than any hither- 
to proposed. He had long ago stated his opi- 
nion of the manner in which the great and 
humane object could alone be attained: 
it was, that a progressive duty should be 
imposed upon the importation of ‘slaves 
‘into the West Indies, until at last it should 
amount to such an impost as would prove 
an absolute prohibition of the traffic, and 
that the bounty should not be a source 
of emolument to the state, but be paid to 
the mothers of slaves born in the islands, 
until they had borne a certain qumber, 
when they should be’ considered free. He 
did not think the West Indian Planters had 
had fair play; they had been goaded by 
the hoa. gent. who had for years agitated 
the question in that house, with the requi- 
sition of a total and immediate abolition, 
or nothing at all. To the charge of a right 
hon, gent. that the trade was a system of 
rapine, bloodshed, and murder, he would 
only say, that he had read every tittle of the 
evidence collected on the subject, and was 
ata loss to form from it an opinion of the 
measure; that evidence was clogged with 
some unfounded relations, particularly the 
story ofa ship under the command of ad- © 
miral Nugent having lost 80 out of a ane 
of slaves, from their being made to “‘wa 
‘the board,” in which there was not a 
syllable ,of truth. He was not becoming 
the defender of what was practised towards 
the slaves; undoubtedly, much was inde- 
fensible,. His objection to the present- 
proposition was, that it was indefinite and 
vagne, and he thought it would be putting 
the house of lords in a.situation in which. 
they ought.not to be placed, toask of them 
‘to commit themselves to a measure so 
certain ag.to its ultimate object. He had 


withoyt further umportations, 


-argued against. the: abolition of the trade, 
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_ because it would be depriving the country 


of a great source of revenue, amounting to 
two or three millions, at an inconvenient 
time, and because the American trade in 
slaves would increase exactly in the propor- 
tion that ours decreased. Fle had been misre- 
presented out of doors, when stated to have 
said, that by carrying a few slaves, our mer- 
chantmen conformed to the laws of Spain, 
and got articies into the Spanish colonies, 
which they otherwise could not. 
had said was, that the Spanish governors of 
provinces covered themselves under the 
circumstance of a few slaves being on board 
our ships, ‘and permitted the sale of our ma- 
nufactutes. The average of 118 cargoes, 


was only 7 from Great Britain; and he 


thought, by abolishing that limited trade of 
slaves, we should do move injury to our 
commerce, than could be compensated by 
the advantages calculated upon. His alarm 
‘was not so much as tothe abolition of the 
trade, as that the object of gentlemen went 
to the emancipation of slaves. What had 
fallen from a noblelord (H. Petty) to-night, 
induced this apprehension, as well as what a 
right hon. secretary had lately implied, in 
speaking on the subject of limited service, 
when he said, that there was no fear of 
finding recruits for the colonies, if the Slave 
Trade was abolished. He thought with 
the right hon. gent. that the colonies might 
be well defended with the native troops, en- 
listed for life, as the island of Dominica had 
exemplified in three instances in which it 
had been attacked; but not so if the men 
were to be turned adrift after a certain pe- 
riod. It was his misfo;tune to disagree with 
his lamented friend (Mr. Pitt) on the sub- 
ject of thistrade; and his opinion with re- 
spect to it was so firmly rooted, that he be- 
lieved it would die with him. Its sudden 
and entire abolition he was satisfied would 
be attended with the worst consequences, 


‘and even be the occasion of much bleod- 


shed in our islands. He thought the West 


‘India planters kad a claim upon parliament, 


that their property should be protected, in- 
stead of being subjected to the inroads of So 


‘fatal a measure as the sudden abolition of 
‘the Slave Trade would prove? The mor- |'s 
tality whicl’a’ noble ‘lord’(H/ Petty) ‘had 


What he 7 


effectual; and although the resolution would 
not lave any opposition from him, he could 
not but wish, that the colonial interest had 
béen associated, as in the end they must be, 
in so important an undertaking. ; 
Lord H. Petty, in explanation, said, that 
he had not so wild an object in view, as the 
issuing of a preelamation immediately after 
the passing of this resolution, for granting 
freedom to all negroes in our West Indig 
islands, as the right hon. gent. seemed to 
apprehend ; but if by gradual progress the 
slaves could be led on to a fit state for free. 
dom, he was certainly an advocate for that 
object. 
Mr. Barham said, he considered it to be 
the fault of those by whom this question 
had been before introduced, that the Slave 
Trade was not ere this entirely abolished, 
Hand in hand with the proposition for the 
measure, should be the assurance to those 
who would be affected by it, that every 
claim of compensation would be attended 
to, and that it was an object intended to be | 
effected at the expence of the country, and 
not of individuals. It would be in vain te 
look to the accomplishment of the object, 
unless this course was adopted, as. not all 
the navy of England could prevent the land- . 
ing of contraband eargoes by the planters of 
the islands, in case the traffic should be pro- 
hibited by the English parliament. He was 
an advocate for the abolition of the trade, 
by rendering slaves capable of the enjoy- 
ment of freedom; but he entertained faint 
hopes of the accomplishment of that end, 
as no means could be at present devised to. 
induce free labour ; no reward was a suffi- 


cient stimulus to the voluntaty exertion of 


the negro, ashe had no wants in a 
where the labour of a week would supply 
the wants of a year.’ For forty or fifty years, 
nothing had been omittéd’in the colonies to 
counteract the decrease of slaves by death, 
but, in some, there was no instance ofa 
child having been born for a very consider- 
able period. If ‘the amelioration of their 
condition could be such as to prevent this 
decrease; it would be a most desirable ob- 
ject, and would go far to obviate the neces- 


‘sity of the continuance of the trade. 


Sir J. Newport said, he would venture to 


assert, that whatever: difference of opinion 
‘might exist in this country, the general ac- 
eordant sentiment of the people of Ireland 
was strongly ‘in favour of the abolition of 
the slave trade. So great was the detesta- 
tion of that abominable traffic, that whena 
set of commercial gentlemen lately pro 


| spoken of, hé was sure he*would, on due‘ex- 
‘amination, find incorrect. © The treatment 

“which the ’slaves experienced’ was always 
exaggerated in a’ number’ of pamphlets 

| “which were circulated on’ the'eve’ of a par- 
~fiamentary discussion. Unless the house 
“acted in concert with the colonies, the mea- 


sure, he was convinced, would ‘feverprove |‘sed,-in a maritime district, a participa 
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in the wealth deduced from our West India 
trade, the reply was, that sooner than be 

tics to the rapine, robbery, and blood- 
shed, that stained our intercourse with that 
quarter of the globe, they would forego the 
pecuniary advantage, however great, One 
remedy proposed in lieu of this proposition 
before the house, was an increasing duty 
on the importation of slaves into the colo- 
nies; but, as it was said they would be im- 
ported in defiance of our navy, the in- 
creasing duty would only become an in- 
creasing premium on contraband _ traffic, 
The hon. baronet, on account of the late- 
ness of the hour, concluded by expressing 
his satisfaction at the renewal of this pledge 
to the country, that the trade would be 
abolished, and his belief in the concurrence 
of the other house of parliament in the pro- 

ition. 

Mr. Canning said, he thought it impossi- 
ble for the ingenuity of man to devise. a 
form of words contributing to the repeal of 
the Slave Trade that he should not concur 
in; he lamented, however, that the house 
had not the subject more fully before them, 
and censured his majesty’s ministers for not 
bringing it more tangibly and efficiently for- 
ward, during the vacani interval that pre- 


‘sented itself between the recess and tie 


time that the right hon. secretary (Mr. 


_ Windham) brought forward his military plan. 


_ Mr. Manning thought the debate on the 
present occasion might as well have been 
spared, as tending merely to give alarm to 

ose concerned in West India Property, and 


being, in fact, nothing more than a repeti- 


tion of .the resolution of the house in the 
year 1792, Every man connected with the 
colonies had an undoubted right to the pro- 
tection of parliament. This was a bond fide 
British trade, acknowledged in the public 
statutes so long ago as the time of queen 
Elizabeth, and it was the duty of that house 
to afford a remuneration to those who might 
be injured by its prohibition. The situation 
of St. Domingo could not but be in the con- 
templation of gentlemen, and he exhorted 
them fully to weigh all the consequences of 
the measure proposed. Without conciliating 
the planters, he was sure the house would 
never effect their object; and he earnestly 


‘entreated them, before the next Session, to 


turn their attention to the claims of the pro- 
prietors, who would be affected by it. - 

_ Mr. W. Smith said, he hoped after that 
night, the house would hear no more of the 
silly confusion of abolition of the trade, and 
emancipation of the negroes, as the latter 
had been as 


buted to, the supporters of the former. He . 
thought the character of the West-India 
planters, who had refused the suggestion of 
government to make the killing of negroes 
murder, hardly entitled them to the consi- 
deration gentlemen seeméd to think they 
ought to have. He — it was only by. 
attention to the miorals of the negroes that 
their decrease in the colonies could be pre- 
vented. By memorials from two clergymen 
at Dominica, is appeared, that not only no 
registers of deaths and births were kept in 
that island, but marriages were never prac- 
tised there at all amongst the slaves. As 
long as the trarle. continued, he thought the 
avocation of those employed in it could not 

be distinguished by other epithets than those 

of rapine, bloodshed, and murder. Mr. 

Bryan Edwards had declared, ir. the face of 
the whole island of Jamaica, that to distin- 

guishit by another name wasamere mockery, 

and all travellers had afforded one uniform 

general evidence to the same end. The 

hon. gent. in answer to the observations on 

the other side, observed, that the only towns 

in England now interested in this trade, 

were London, Bristol, and Liverpool. Bris- 

tol had relinquished it, London was nearly 

approaching to the same, and he trusted ere 

long, Liverpool would follow so good an ex- 

ample, and that persons engaged in this 

trade of blood and rapine will soon be 

ashamed to shew their faces in society. He 

concluded by saying, he never could per, 

mit this measure to pass without express- 

ing his sentiments upon it; he therefore 

heartily concarred in the present motion. 

Mr. Windham assured the house, that at 
present he wished nothing more than the 
abolition of the slave trade ; when a proper 
period, however, should arrive, and that 
the concurrence of other powers should be . 
obtained, he would not hesitate to say, 
that slavery itself ought not to be suffered 
to remain among the institutions of any ci- 
vilized state. 

Mr. For made a most able and animated 
reply, which, we regret it is not in our 
power to detail at length. It had been 
stated that he had been luke-warm upon the 
een _— ; but he appealed to the 

jouse whether he had not zealously and uni- 
formly reprobated the slave trade. It had 
been said, thatthis might have been brought 
forward at an earlier period, to this he partly 
pleaded guilty; but it was the opinion of 
those with whom he had the honour to act, 
that the Colonial bill should first pass, and 
then they could bring forward this measure 


enied byy 


‘with morg propricty. The house, he ¢on- 
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sidered, was pledged upon this subject, and 


it was now their business to redeem that 
pledge; he confessed he felt sanguine in 
the success of this measure, but if it should 
fail, he trusted some other plan more eligi- 
ble would be adopted. The Abolition of 
the Slave Trade would lead to. the abolition 
of slavery altogether in, the West Indies ; 
but he totally differed withsome gentlemen, 
who thought the former could not be done 
without the consent of those islands, for if 
this was to be the case, no consent what- 
ever would be granted. With respect to’ 
compensation ; when the claim. was well 
made out, let the abolition be enacted, and 
if then shewn that any injury had been sus- 
tained, let that be remunerated. But he 
could not agree to the general principle 
that injury must be sustained, and compen- 
sation must be granted. He heartily re- 
joiced at the unanimity of the house, and 
declared he would take the earliest oppor- 
. tunity possible at the commencement of the 
next sessions of parliament, for carrying 
into complete execution.—The 
gitestion being loudly called for, the house 
divided, when there appeared for the mo- 
tion 114, against it 15; majority 99.—When 
the gallery was again opened for the admis- 
sion of strangers, we found Mr. re - 
his legs, propusing that a me:sage shou 
be mnt by lord Henry 
Petty, requesting a conference with their 
Jordships, upon a subject of justice and hu- 
manity. Which motion was carried with- 
out a division. 
“ Mr. Wilberforce then rose, pursuant to 
notice ; and having prefaced his motion by 
ashort speech, moved the House. “ That 
4 an humble Address be presented to his 
majesty, beseeching his majesty to take 
# such measures as in his wisdom he shall 
« judge proper, for establishing by negoti- 
« ation with foreign powers, a concert and 
* agreement for abolishing the African 
« Slave Trade ; and for affording assistance 
& ‘mutually towards carrying into execution 
# any regulations which’ may be adopted 
« by any Or all of the contracting parties 
for accomplishing their. common pur- 
«* pose; assuring his majesty, that, this 
« house, feeling the justice and honour of 
“ the British nation to be deeply and pe- 
‘“ culiarly involved. in the great object they 
_« have in view, will be ready, at.all. times, 
« cheerfully to concur ia giving..effect to 
such measures as his majesty may,,see, fit 
sto. adopt for its attainment.” The question 
was then put, and carried, in, the affirma- 
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'HOUSE.OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, June 


_[Mrnures.] Their lordships proceeded 
further in the Appeal “ Seymour vy, the — 
earl of Euston and lord Henry Seyinoup” 
Mr. Perceval was heard on the part of the 
respondents, after which the further conside. 
ration of the appeal was postponed till Fy. 
day.~The Earl of Elgin took the oaths and 
his seat.—Earl Stanhope rose to address the 
house with respect to the form of proceed. 
ing the next dayin Westminster Hall. Uj 
which strangers were excluded, and the dig. 
cussion continued for near two hours.—Lord 
Eldon presented a petition from W. Watson, 
esq. the serjeant at arms, stating the inade. 
quacy of the emoluments attached to the 
office, which were unequal to the expendi. 
ture necessary in executing its duties; and 
praying for such relief as the house should 
think fit. His lordship supported the ob 
ject of the petition, and was seconded by 
Earl Spencer. The petition was ordered 
io be referred to a committee on Monday, 
—An undefended appeal having been heard 
and decided upon, Lord Eldon took the 
oportunity of giving notice, that he should, - 
next session, bring forward some measure 
respecting costs in appeals, as ‘at present . 
the house could not award more than 2001, 
although the expences might actuallyamount 
to 7 or 800]. It then became an obj 
with some persons to appeal to that house, 
merely for the purpose of gaining timé, in 
cases where the interest of the money in the . 
mean time, before the appeal could he 
heard, rendered ‘the costs to be ultimately 
paid a maiter of little consequence. The 
Lord Chancellor said, it was a great abuse, 
and ought to be remedied. . 

[MILITARY OPINIONS RELATING 
TO THE ARMY.] Lord Hawkesbury ad- 
verted to the opinions which had beep 
given by several general officers on the 
subject of enlisting for a term of yeats, 
and which, he said, had been called for 
in consequence of an opinion entertai 
by members of the late and preceding 
administrations that such an alteration 
in the mode of enlistment would be pro- 
ductive of benefit to the army. In com 
sequence, however, of the tenor of the’ 
opinions which were given to his royal high 
ness the Commander in Chief on being then 
called for, the idea of proposing enlistment 
for a term of years was abandoned. . The’. 
| present administration had, without avy 


additional grounds whereon to found aa 


— 
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opinion, adopted a contrary sentiment, and 
he was atexhoes that the house should be in 
ssession of those opinions of military offi- 
cers to whieh he alluded, in order that no- 
ple lords might clearly see the grounds on 
which the late administration had formed a 
deliberate opinion entirely inimical to’ en- 
jisting for a term of years, and those on 
whieh the bill before the house must rest. 
He saw no good ground of objection to the 
production of these papets; but if there 
was atly to laying them before the heuse 
im detail, he believed there was an abstract 
ofthe opinions: and statements contained 
ii them in the office of his royal highness 
the Commander in Chief, which might be 
considered an official” paper, and which 
would answer the desired purpose. His 
Jordship concluded by moving for an 
fumble address ‘to his Majesty, praying 
that copies of the opinions allided to might 
be laid before'the house. 
The Eart of ‘Moira’ considered the pro- 
duction of the opinions alluded to as unne- 
éessary and improper. He had, amongst 


other officers, been called upon for his opi- | 


hion, in a letter from his royal highness the 
Commander inChief, which was marked ‘con- 
fidential,’ and to which he ‘gave’ an’ answer, 
containing his opinion upon the subject, 
but which he had not the most distant sup- 
ition was ever to be laid before: parlia- 
nent. The same idea might probably in- 
fluence most of the officers who gave their 
opinions; and who, not conceiving that 
their sentiments, thus confidentially given, 
were ever to’ be made public, might give 
their opinions in a diffuse and prolix style, 
or in a manner very different to that which 
they would have done, had they conceived 


.that their letters were to be laid before 


parliament; he thought, therefore, it would 
be indelicate to drag forward opinions, thus 
privately and confidentially given, before a 
public assembly, and where the far greater 
part of the officers who had pronounced 
such opinions would have no opportunity 
of explaining their sentiments. Most ‘of 
these opinions also were those of military 
men, and not of statesmen; they related to 
the effect'on the interior discipline of regi- 
ments, whieh ‘the measure proposed in the 
bill before the house might produce, rather 
than to those enlarged views upon the sub- 
‘which must‘necessarily be entertained’ 
!'that“house. He could not, therefore, 


‘agreeing to the motion of the'noble lord, 


that could be produced, 
| ‘at the same time, ledeprecated any | 
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attempt to influence their lordstiips’ minds 
‘by the opinions: of: others all, he 
protested agaist the ideastarted by the 
noble lord, of layig upon the: table a pas. 
per from the Commander in Chief, inorder 
to influence their lordships’ opinions. Hows 
ever high the respect he entertained for 
that illustrious personage, he must protest 
against any motion of that description. 

The Duke of Montrose contended, that 
the papers moved for by his noble friend 
ought to be produced, im order that many 
Noble lords who had net had an opportus 
nity of considering the question in theman- 
ner in which it had) come before the: late 
ministers,’ might see distinctly the ground 
on which they had acted, m abandoning 
that measure, which was now breught for- 
ward ‘by his majesty’s present’ ministers: 
He thought also that the opinions’ of the 
officers who had been called’ upon, having 
been given in the manner in which they 
were to the Commander in Chief, might 
fairly be laid before parliament without the 
slightest indélicacy towards these officers, — 

The Earl of Suffolk spoke shortly against 
the motion, and expressed: his opinionythat 
as ‘other meaus had failed, it was»ptoper to 
try the experiment of recruiting the army: by 
‘means of enlisting for a ternmof years. 

Lord Mulgrave thought a different ins 
terpretation ought to be patupon the word 
“ contidential”'to that given'by the noble 
earl (Moira). From»the letters’ being mark- 
ed confidential,’ he should |have coneeived 
that it was only intended» thatthe: officers 
receiving them were not to mention the 
subject to others, or’ make it a niatter of 
general conversation, ‘but not thet they 
were to call upon the Commander in Chief 
to keep their opinions"séeret after they had 
delivered them. He, as one of.the officers 
called upon, had given.an opinion favour- 
able to enlistment fora term of years, but, 
at the same time, an opimion toa which the 
measure now befure the house had searvely 
any similarity. He was of opinion that the 
reason given by the noble earl why the pay 
pers ought not to be produced was the'very 
Teason why they ought, namely, that ii ge- 
neral they were only the opimous of mili+ 


tary officers, and“ not those of statesmen? 


The house was too enlightened td’ require 
opinions front others'as to general measured 
of ‘legislation on a ‘subject like the: 
present they waited’ military’ information; 
and' that ‘would be afforded by the produey 
tion of these papers. 4.49 ie 


Lord Grenville conceived that the’ qitesy 
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tion had been. much mistated by the noble 


lords who spoke of these military opinions. 


_ as information which ought to be laid be- 
fore the house. As to information, gene- 
rally speaking, it meant a communication of 
evidence and of fact, and not merely the 
opinions of other men. It would be an 
unprecedented thing for the house to ac- 
quire argumentative opinions of those who 
where not members, in order to influence 
their determination. It was the duty of 
his majesty’s ministers to collect all the in- 
'.. formation they could derive from eyery 
‘source, before they brought forward the 
measures they were to propose ; and when 
those measures were brought forward, it 
was their duty to support them by their 
own arguments, and not by the authority 
of other persons, or the influence of the 
names of men who where not members. 
If such a course could be permitted on the 
present occasion, a similar practice might 
prevail on almost every other occasion, and 
the house wquid have nothing else to do 
but to listen to the argumentative opinions 
_ of other people. - He conceived also, that 
it must be most disagreeable to the military 
_ officers themselves, to have a written opi- 
_ mion of theirs argued in a deliberative as- 
sembly, where they had no opportunity of 
explaining the principles upon which it was 
founded ; and he thought the general officers, 
who had given those opinions, were too 
well acquainted with the constitution of the 
country, to su that their opinions had 
been demanded for the purpose of giving 
to parliament their ideas about the internal 
and political. state of the country at the pre- 
sent crisis.—The motion was put and nega- 
tived. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wednesday, June 11. : 
_ [Mrnurtegs.] Sir T. Metcalfe obtained 
leaye to. bring in a bill for scaler 
the Globe Insurance Company.—Mr. Al- 
derman Combe obtained leave to bring’in 
a bill to amend so much of an act for the 
improvement of the port of London, as re- 
lated to the compensations to be granted in 
certain cases.—A message from the Lords 
announced ‘that their lordships had _re- 
 golyed to proceed further on the trial, of 
_ lord Melville the next day, at ten of the 
o’clock,, in Westminster-hall ; and that the 
-bad agreed to the Irish. stamp-duty bill 
The- Speaker mentioned, that, in. conse- 
quence of this message, he would take the 
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chair the next morning at 10; and that the 
names of the managers and members would 
be called over at half past ten as usual.— _ 
Mr. Alexander brought up the report of 
the committee on the General Assessed Tax 
act. The resolution relative to the exemp- 
tions were read and agreed to, and. those 
who were appointed to bring in the Assessed. 
Tax bill were ordered to make provision 
accordingly, 
[West Inp1a Accounts Bitu.] Lord 
Henry Petty moved for the order of the 
day for the house resolving itself into a 
committee on the West India Accounts bill. 
Mr. Rose wished, that, considering the 
state of ignorance in which the house was 
on this subject, the noble lord would allow | 
at least 24 hours to examine into it. With 
a view to induce him to do this, he entered 
at some length into what had been done 
before, for correcting the West India abuses, 
and into the merits of this bill. He stated, 
that in 1797 he himself had corresponded. 
with the West India commissioners of the 
customs, respecting the abuses committed 
in the West Indies, and that the conse- 
quence was, that the commissary-general 
was superseded; that the commissioners 
were ordered to make inquiries into the 
abuses, and to report to the treasury; that 
the auditors had been applied to, in order 
to learn whether any increase of their esta- 
blishment would enable them to bring up- 
these accounts; that the auditors had an- 
swered, that this business would require 16 
additional clerks, and four additional in- 
spectors, and that these must go through a 
gradual course of instruction; that the 


treasury had taken this answer into consi- 
_| deration the: day on which it was given in, 


and the consequence of all had been, the 
act which by the present bill was intended 
to be repealed. ‘The noble lord, he said, 
had come down to the house, out of breath, 
mentioned that monstrous abuses had been 
discovered, and given notice that-he would, 
in a short time, state to the house what 
would astonish them, but that he would do 
something that would quiet their appre- 
hensions, and the consequence was this bill. 
Now, a bolder attempt, merely to gain pa-~ 
tronage, without the smallest. prospect of 


advantage to the po c, never was exhi- 


li 
O 


bited in this worl ne great object of 
the noble. lord: appeared to be to discredit 
the late administration, and to praise him- 
self. Commissioners had already been ap- 
pointed for the object. of this 

d, in fact, nothing more 


| 
| 
| : 
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than had been done by the former one. 
Jn order to prove this, he commented on 
the different clauses of the present bill. It. 
appointed 19 commissioners, including those 
which had been before appointed, out of 
which nine were new appointments, with an 
expence, he supposed, of 1500l. a year. It 
placed the power of appointing these com- 
missioners in the treasury, a thing that had 
never been done in any act since the Revo- 
lation. Excepting these additional com- 
missioners, the additional expence, and the 
unprecedented patronage for the treasury, 
the bill did nothing more than the former 
bill. The whole professed object might be 


answered without any additional expence, 
and therefore the bill appeared to be no- 


thing else than a ‘piece of management to 
fix the character of negligence and inattene, 
tion on the Jate government, and to in- 
crease the popularity and patronage of the 
ayer He hoped, therefore, that a de- 


lay of 24 hours would be granted. 


_ Lerd Henry Petty thought it remark- 


-able, that after the right hon. gent. had 
ystated the ignorance of the house on this 
.subject, he had gone into a full discussion 


on the point, and availed himself of that ig- 
poranhce in order to favour his own views. 
He had no objection to the delay, but he 


- would prove that the object was not to pro- 


_ cure patronage from the treasury, although 
this was-a strange objection from the right 


hou. gent. He would prove that a more 
useful measure, both generally and in detail, 
had never been submitted to the house on 


_ this:subject. As to the statement respecting 


his conduct in proposing the measure, he 


did not think it worth his while to give any | h 


detailed answer. He could only assure the 


house that he had not been out of breath, 


and that he had given no such notice of 


something to astonish the house, as. the 
right hon, gent. had stated, and for the 
truth of this he appealed to the recollection 
of the house. As to the apointment of the 
commissioners, the right hon. gent. had 
stated that an additional nine had been per- 


‘manently appointed, whereas the appoint- 


‘ment was only temporary, and particularly 


applicable to the circumstances of the. case, 


as the accounts were, from neglect, in such 


‘a situation, that nothing butsuch a measure 


_ as-this could bring them into the condition 


in which they ought to be. He concluded 


| by moving that the, house should the'next 
. day go into the committee. 


Mr. Rose asked when the noble lord in- 
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tended to bring forward his general plan 
for auditing the public accounts, as he would 
then prove to the house that there was no 
foundation for the charges of negligence 
that had been brought against the late ad- 
ministration? 

Lord H. Petty said, he hoped in a very 
few days he should be able to bring forward 


the bill to which the right hon. gent. alluded. 


Mr. Rose gave- notice, that he would to- 
morrow move for certain accounts, which 
would be necessary to throw a light on this 
subject. 

OF INDIA.] Mr. Paull mo- 
ved that the order of the house of the 22d" 


of April last, relative to Indian 


should be obeyed forthwith. This was a- | 
greed to. He then moved that the corres- 


-pondence of the governor-general and his - 


secretary, with major Ouseley, aid-de-cam} 
to the nabob vizier, during the year isos, 
should be !aid before the house. 
Sir A. Wellesley had no objection, on 
the part of the marquis Wellesley, but, as 
it involved the character of Mr. Treeves, a 
gentleman who was absent, he submitted 
whether it would. not. be hetter to give a 
notice at present, and leave the board .of 
controul to consider whether the corres- 
pondence ought to be produced. 


Mr. Paull said that he did not move for ~ 


these papers with any view to the charac- 
ter of the gentleman alluded to; but they 
were yery important with respect to. the 
Oude charge, as they would prove that 
major Ouseley had been threatened with 
disgraceful expulsion, except he made some 
communication which had been required of 


im. 

‘Mr. Wellesley Pole trusted that the house 
would observe, that there, was no objection 
to the productionof this cq: zespondence, on 
the part of the friends of marquis Wellesley. 
They,,only meant to enter their protest 


against any attack oa the character of an mA 


dividual who had no opportunity ofdetend 


Mr. Creevey thought the hon. gent. should, 


have given notice. of such a motion as the 

Mr. Paull said, thatafter the charge had 
been so long on the. table, be did not think 
he was or ought to be, confined strictly to 
the rules respecting notices. It -was.v 


different. from the first opening of a busie, 


ness of this kind. The papers were highly 
essential to the elucidation of the charge, 
and "4 thought he had a right to move for 


4 


| 

| | 

| 
} 

| 
| 

| 

| 

| 


611] PARL: DEBATES, June 11, 
‘them immediately: he had, however, ro‘ob- 
jection that what had passed should stand 
as a notice for to-morrow. 

Hospirat Mr. Se-. 
cretaty Windham moved the thiid reading 

. Of the Chelsea Hospital bill. 

Mr. Huskissen observed, that his objec- 
tions to this measure had received strength 

from a more mature consideration of them. 

_ He still maintained that parliament ought 
“not to bind itself to-pay any money without 
‘ah estimate, aud he also thought that the 

plan was derogatory to the crown, as the 
‘Object might have been attained by its yower 
without this application to parliament. He 
then objected to the plan of limited service, 
“which, in his opinion, would put it out of 
“the power of parliament to disband any 
part of the army without continuing their 
pay, and might spread. 4 number of vete- 
«rans over the country, which, like those of 
Sylla, Marius, and Octavius Cesar, might 
“Be dangerous to the liberties of the country. 
“+-Mr. Windham was risiig,/when 
* . Genéral Tarleton said, that such an im- 
“portant measure onght not to be discussed 
“in'so thin a house, and moved the standing 
order; that the house be counted. Strangers 
~were'then ordered to withdraw; but there 
being 40-members present, the discussion 
“was continued. 
“""Mr. Secretary Windham entered into a 
“general history of the'-debates that -had 
“taken place’on the subject of his military 
system, ‘and observed’ that the arguments 
“which ‘were at ‘one time advanced by the 
“hon. gent. opposite, were so completely at 
variance’ with those adopted by the same 
hon. gent. at another, that the one set of 
‘arguments ‘might very fairly serve for an 
“answer to the other. However he should 
endeavour to satisfy the hon. gent. as to 
‘each distinct point of objection, without 
“any tonsideration of it in a relative view 
~-with respect to the objections which were at 
other times started. ‘The argument as to 
. what was called the invasion of the right-of 


i parliament seemed now to be principally} 
dwelt upon. But he weuld beg gentlemen: 


to consider for a moment, first, what'was’ 
‘the nature of the confidence generally pla- 

- ced in the crown; then; what-sort of confi- 

~ dence that was which was acted on with re- 
to the army in particular at other 

times. By comparison, these géntlemen’ 
“would see how far the principle of the pre- 
- sent dill was at variance with, or agreeable 
‘to; thosé-general prineiples which have been 
uniformly acted on by parliament, ~ In all 


> 
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treaties, but most particularly in commercial 
treaties, was there not a degree of confi- 
dence reposed in the crown? But, more es- 
pecially, did we see the existence of that 
confidence in any transaction relative to the 
army? Was not the soldier first engaged by 
the crown, and was not that engagement . 

afterwards sanctioned by parliament? Were 
not the terms now agreed on for life, and 
yet did not parliament annually deliberate 
whether they should approve of that en- 
gagement or not? And there could be no 
doubt that parliament had the power of re- 
fusing to grant the pay to the soldier, or 
where was the use of an annual mutiny bill? 
In the interim 'the soldier hid to: rely on par- 

liamentfor his pay; the same principlewould — 
‘still be to be acted on. Then, as to the ar-. 
-guinent, that by the periodical discharge of 
men, the country would be overloaded with 
these-dangerous set of veterans, at a time 
~when every statesman acknowledged the ne- 
cessity of adding to the military strength of 
the nation, would any man seriously declare * 
that it would be wrong to have such a corps- 
de-reserve to call upon in case of any sudden 
emergency? Were not the volunteers.a mi- 
litary body; nay, were they not, military 
with arms in their hauds? and yet, danger 
was said to be apprehended from’ these un- 
Farmed men who shall have obtained their 
discharge from the army, and return to the 
avocations of civil lifey Where, he would 
ask, was the consistency in these modes of 
reasoning? [t was said, however, that we 
could not disband a regiment in time of 
peace because the terms had been agreed 
on, and that, it we discharged a'soldier, we 
should rob him of the benefit to whicli he 
would have otherwise been entitled at 
the expiration of his-seven years, and so 
forth. Gentlemen need only to look atthe - 
specific term of the oath, where it is ex- 
pressly stated that a man engages to serve 
so long “ in case the king shall have occa- 
sion’ for his services.” Then, surely, there 
could not be-any breach of contract, nor 
‘ean we be said to have acted ungenerously 
-by a man when we shall have told him that 
the king has no longer any occasion for his 
services; when at the same time the man 


the service with that precise condition that — 
the king shall'so long have occasion for his 
services. If this was wrong, he would ask 
‘again, what would hecome of the annual 
mutiny hill? Instead of these circumstances 
being objectionable, he: should think. it a 


considerable advantage to have such’men 


\ 


kitows: that he has sworn to continue in — 
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to recruit from, at the commencement of a 
war, or any other emergency. If it was true 
that such men were dangerous amongst us, 
then we must be considered as a most un- 
warlike people, who have nothing in our- 
selves for defence, but must entirely depend 
upon a standing army. 

Mr. Huskisson explained his objection 
to be, that after this bill, men would be re- 
ceiving the pay of soldiers, without being 


really such. 


Sir J. Pulteney thought it strange that 
a measure of so much importance should be 
debated and pressed forward in-so thin an 
attendance. 

Lord Castlereagh said, he had a num- 
ber of objections to offer, which he wished 
to submit at considerable length, but he 
thought it improper to be under the neces- 
sity of doing so, when there were not mem- 
bers present sufficient to constitute a house. 


Mr. Windhamreplied, thathe came down 


to the house in full confidence that no op- 
position would be made in this last stage of 
a bill, which had been so fully discussed be- 
fore, and he was convinced it was under 
the same impression so many gentlemen left 
the house. 

General Tarleton then’ moved, that the 
house should be counted; upon which 
the gallery was cleared, and there being no 
more than 35 members present, the house ac- 
cordingly adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Thursday, June 12. 
(MinureEs.] Their lordships proceeded 
in the usual form to Westminster-hall, pre- 
vious to which lord Hood of Catherington 
was introduced, and took the oaths and his 
seat.—They returned about four, when the 
house came toa resolution, “Thatthis house, 
having taken into consideration the articles 


_of impeachment against Henry lord viscount 


Melville, do acquit the said Henry lord vis- 
count Melville thereof, and he is hereby 
acquitted of all the high crimes and misde-. 
meanours on the articles of charge exiubited 
against him by the commons, and of all 
matters and things therein contained, and 
this house do hereby dismiss the said im- 
peachment.”— An order, usual on such occa- 
sions, was made relative to the publication 
of the trial, and after transacting some pri- 


’ vate business the house adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
_ Thursday, June 12. 
{Minutes.; Mr, Alderman Combe 


\ 


brought in a bill for altering and amending 
the London Docks act, so far as related to 
compensation, which was read a first, and 
oxdered to be read a second time.—Petitions 
were brought up from the inhabitants of 
Stoke Newington, the inhabitants of Strat- 
ford-le-Bow, and the inhabitants of Christ 


Church, against the East London Water. 


Works bill, which were severally ordered to 


lie on the table.—Mr. Vansittart brought - 


up the Additional Assessed Tax Duty bill, 
which was read a first, and ordered to be 
read a second time to-morrow.—The Irish 
Linen Drawback bill went through a com- 


mittee, and the report was ordered to be’ 


received to-morrow. 

[ACCOUNTS RELATING TO FOREIGN 
Corps.] Mr. Rose moved for the produc- 
tion of. some unaudited accounts in the 
department of the secretary at war, namely, 
those of a gentleman named Lukin, a rela- 
tion of Mr. “Windham, and on whom that. 
right hon. gent. while secretary at war, 
had conferred an employ:nent in the depart- 
ment relating to foreign troops; and also 
for the unaudited accounts of Mr. Wickham, 
while attendant on the armies of our allies 
on the Continent, during the last war. The 
right hon. gent. in moving for these papers, 


made some allusions to the oddity of the 


circumstance, that Mr. Lukin, who was the 
relation of the right hon. gent. at the head 
of the war department, should have his 
accounts audited and settled by the secre- 
tary at war, instead of being referred to 
the auditors of public accounts: and with 
respect to Mr. Wickham, he observed, that 
it was pretty extraordinary, that that right 
hon. gent. who acted as commissary on the 
Continent during the last war, and whose 
accounts, to a very large amount, were yet 
unsettled, should be one of the loudest’ in 
cheering the proposition of the noble lord 
opposite to him, for establishing his new 
commission of andit, on the day he brought 
it forward; and as so much pains had been 
taken by his majesty’s present ministers to 
cast an odium on the conduct of their pre- 
decessors, and to charge them with criminal 
neglect for suffering such an accumulation 
of unaudited accounts to grow under their 


authority, he thought it right the house 


should see that all this accumulation had 
uot been whoily imputable to those ministers 
who were now out of office, but that right 
hon. gentlemen who were so strenuous in 
impeaching the neglect of others, had them- 
selves incurred no inconsiderable share of 


the blame, if any was fairly impatable. 
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He concluded with moving, “That there 
be laid before this house, an Account of the 


- Amount of the sums issued in each year to 


Robert Lukin, esq. as agent to Foreign 
Corps, between the years 1794 and 1801, 
under the several_heads for which the issues 
were made, and shewing when the accounts 


’ of the receipt and expenditure thereof were 


delivered to the secretary at war, and when 
the same were examined in his office ; and 
also, Copies of all Proceedings and Corres- 
pondence of the lords commissioners of the 
ireasury, the war office, the commissioners 
for auditing public accounts, and Mr. Lu- 
kin, respecting the department in which the 
accounts should be audited; shewing like- 
wise the amount of the balance finally ap- 
pearing upon the said accounts.” - 

- Lord i. Petiy said, that as he did not 
mean to object to the production of these 
papers, he would appeal to the candour of 
the right hon. gent. as the names of two 
gentlemen were mentioned in these papers, 
whether it would not be fair that he should 
assign some reason for moving for them, or 
at-least say, whether he meant to inculpate 
either of them for any part of their conduct 
in the transactions to which these papers 
related ? 

- Mr. Rose said, the noble lord had lately 
stated to the house his intention to bring for- 
ward a new commission, in which he had 
mentionedthe name of Mr. Trotter ina very 
particular manner. Why, therefore, should 
the noble lord thus cail on him to know if he 
had any intention of inculpating either of the 
gentlemen mentioned in those papers? but 
he had no hesitationin saying, he did not mean 
to inculpate either of them. With respect 
to Mr. Lukin, there had been a very large 
sum of money issued to him by the then 
secretary at war, who was his relation, and 
he understood that gentleman had. con- 


’ eeived a doubt, to whom he should account 


for that money, and had ‘said he was ac- 
éountable for it only to the secretary at war. 
He moved for the papers on public grounds, 
because he thought they would be found 
to contain information necessary for the 
house, and to which, as a member, he had 
aright. He could assure the noble lord, 
that if ever he should contemplate a charge 
against any man, or.any member of admi- 


‘nistration, while he had the honour of a 


seat in that house, he should bring it for- 
ward candidly, manfully, and directly, not 
insidiously, or by a side-wind. 

- Mr. Secretary Windham observed, that not- 
withstanding the right hon. gents’, specious 


professions of candour and manliness, he Had, 
on several occasions, endeavoured to let loose 
unwarrantable insinuations ; and that, upon 
this occasion in particular, he had by a side- 
wind, and under the pretence of mov- 
ing upon public grounds for public docu- 
ments, offered an insinuation of the lowest: 
class or description, and such as ought to 
awaken only the lowest class of feelings. 
It was true, one of the gentlemen he had 
so pointedly alluded to was his relation, and 
he obtained for him the post alledged. In 
this he did not conceive himself to have 
departed from the constant usage of office ;) 
for if men, on coming into office, bad rela- 
tions, friends, or connections, as competent 
tosubordinate employments as perfect stran- 
gers could be, he not only thought it ad- 
missible, but perfectly right, and in some 
measure, incumbent upon them, to provide 
for persons of such description. _ But did 
the right hon. gent. presume to say, or would 
he venture even to avow an insinuation, — 
that he (Mr. W.) had, on this account, acted . 
towards Mr. Lukin, his relation, with an 
degree of partiality or indulgence, differ- 
ent from what he should have done by any 
other man? he believed, the right hon. 
gent. with all his candour and boldness, 
would not venture such an assertion. He 
was not responsible for the conduct of Mr. 
Lukin, or of the other gentleman who had_ 
been mentioned, though ‘he was confident, 
that he might very safely assume such a 
responsibility, as he was sure their conduct 
and their accounts, would be found per- 
fectly correct. But it so happened, that 
the circumstances were not as insinuated by 
ihe right hon: gent. that Mr. Lukin’s ac- 
counts were settled while he was in office; 
it was a considerable time after. Mr. Lu- 
kin’s anxiety to have his accounts settled in 
the office with which his business was trans- . 
acted, and where, he was always told, his 
accounts would be settled, instead of being 
handed over to the auditors of public ac- 
counts, liable to all the delays he would 
have there to encounter, wes but a very 
natural feeling; and on his (Mr. Windham’s) 
quitting office, Mr. Lukin certainly did soli- 
cit him to use his influence to have the set- 
tlement of those accounts expedited; but 
he had declined all interference, and told 
Mr. Lukin they’ must take their course in 
the ordinary way. He had no objection to 
the production of the papers, but a great 
one to the manner in which the right hon. 
gent. had conveyed his insinuation. 


’ Mr. Rose then moved “ That there be 
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laid before this house, an Account of money 
issued in each year to Messrs. Thornton 
and Power, of Hamburgh, or to any other 
person or persons, which were by them, or 
any of them, paid over to the right hon. 
William Wickham, or to some person or 
persons, to be expended under his spec 
shewing the amount of the total sums for 
each head of service, and by whom the 
same is to be accounted for.” © 
Mr. Wickham (who, on account of some 
infirmity in his leg, was permitted to speak 
sitting) felt it necessary, after the pointed 
allusion made to himself, to explain his con- 
duct. The official situation in which he was 
placed during the continental war, was not, 
as stated by the rt. hon. gent. that of a com- 
missary. He was attached to the army of 
the archdukeashis majesty’s plenipotentiary, 
and was charged with negotiations for sub- 
sidizing troops. For the pay of those 
troops, he was officially acquainted, that a 
large sum of money was deposited in the 
Bank of Hamburgh, upoa which drafts were 
to be given monthly for the pay of the 
troops. In the treaties which he had formed 
for those subsidiary forces, every thing rela- 
ting to pay, from the general down to the 
private, aud every thing respecting forage 


-and other contingencies, were minutely. 


stipulated; and he had repeatedly written 
home to his government, urging the neces- 
sity of sending out able commissaries, to be 
constantly attached to these foreign regi- 
ments, and to see that their musters were 
correct, with powers to draw upon the 
Hamburgh bank. In answer te which, his 
instructions were, that the responsibility of 
drawing for money would not be vested in 
any commissary; but that he (Mr. W.) 
must take the superinteudance of such issiies; 
and after receiving the necessary certificates, 
signed by the commissaries, he must then, 
under his own hand, empower the commis- 
saries to draw upon the bank at Hamburgh. 
This was a duty not of his seeking, but 
imposed upen him without even asking his 
assent: it formed a very laborious increase 
to the arduous duties with which he had 
been already charged. He wadertook it 


‘ however, cheerfully, as he would have done 


one more arduous, for the public service. 
But he felt himself placed in a predicament 
in which no man of honour or feeling in 
his situation would wish to stand: not as 
officially accredited, the plenipotentiary of 
his majesty, in a diplomatic department, but 
as a check or controul upon the acting com- 


missaries, and witha share of care and | 
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responsibility superadded to his other avo- 
cations. He had long felt the most earnest 
solicitude to have his accounts audited. 
He knew many other gentlemen in the same 
predicament, and some who, after waiting 
a series of years, had been obliged to go 
abroad on foreign stations, leaving their ac- 
counts still unpassed ; and it was from his 
personal feelings of satisfaction, as well as 
his public sense of the utility and advantages | 
of the system proposed by the noble chan- 
cellor of the exchequer for expediting the 
auditing of public accounts, that he had 
been zealous in cheering that system in a 
manner so peculiarly unpleasing to the right 
hon. gentleman. 

Mr Rose expressed his assurance, that 
no man could be more accurate than the 
right hon. gent. who had rendered very 
considerable services to his country. 

Mr. Secretary Fox, after some animad- 
versions on the candour, manliness, and pu- 
rity of the right hon. gent. opposite to him, 
(Mr. Rose) begged to observe, that the ex 
penditures about which he seemed now so 
solicitous, and the delay of accounting for 
which had excited so much of his disappro- 
bation, must have been seme years officially 
known to the right hon. gent. If there 
was any thing improper or illegal in the 
manner of those expenditures being ac- 
counted for, why, he would ask, had not 
the right hon. gent. in his great anxiety 
for rectitude, long since moved for their 
production ?—The papers were then or- 
dered. 

[CHELSEA BiLt.] On the 
motion for the third reading of the bill, 

Lord Castlereagh said, he feltsueh strong 
objections to the measure, that he hoped 
the house would indulge him by allewiag 
him to staie his opinion in this late stage, 
as shortly as possible. The noble lord 
then inveighed against the bill, as a mea- 
sure originally objectionable from the num- 
ber of utterly imadmissable clauses with 
which it was charged ; but, as now reduced 
to a skeleton by the expunging of those 
clauses, it contained no one feature of any 
fundamental principle, for improving the 
situation of the soldier, which was not be- 
fore in the power,of his majesty. So far, 
then, it was a mere caput mortuum; but 
in every thing else it was worse than nothing; 
for it would not only trench upon the pre- 
rogative of the crown, like the other military 
bills of the right hon. gent. by taking away 
from the discretion of his majesty those re- 
gulations which should come from the crown 
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as boons and favours of the sovereign to en- 
€ourage good conduct in the soldier, :but 
by giving that soldier a definitive, positive, 
and legal claim to those boous and favours, 
stipulated at his inlistment, it.would encou- 
tage-indiscipline, and a spirit. of.indepen-. 
dence ‘of the approbation of his superiors, 
at all‘times the very soul of discipline, and 
in this'respect it wotild prove ‘also, a hot- 
bed for the produce of law-suits.. No such 
aitempt to tamper with the army of the 
couritry had ever been made since: the 
time of the Long: Parliament previous! to 
the Révolution of 1641. ‘The bill, too, as 
it stood, held out a fallacious enactment to 
the recruit. Another objection was, that 
there had been no estimate whatever. laid 
before the house, as to the probable ex- 
pence, nor any explanation given by the 
right hon. gent. as to his own: view of the 
subject, or in what manner he proposed to 
carry the bill into effect.. Thus, the house 
was called upon to vote in the dark, and to 
hoid itself up to the ridicule of the country, 


-along with the authors of the measure, and 


to involve in their disgrace and contempt 
those members, as parties to the measure, 


‘who had strenuously opposed it. The right 


hon. gent. who, for three years past, bad 
made: the alledged imperfections and absur- 
dities of the existing military system the 
constant theme of his animadversion, and 
who, it might have been reasonably suppos- 
ed, would be prepared with a faultless sys- 


. tem of his own, to offer the moment he had 


an opportunity ; yet now, after a delay of 
three or four-months deliberation and in- 
vention ; after having caused his colleague 
the secretary at war, to bring forward no 
less than four successive mutiny bills, upon 
as many different estimates, to give further 
time for the grand measure, after all came 
forwatd with: a system so complicated, so 
unintelligible, so wisatisfactory even to him- 
self, so impracticable, and so subversive of 
that old established and long-tried system, 
by which the military glory of this realm 
had been maintained, as to excite universal 
disapprobation out of doors and that ofa 
great portion of the best informed members 
within those walls. But, the noble lord 


said, he did not mean to give the right 


hon. ‘gent. who brought forward this bill, 
an exclusive monopoly for that systematic 
absurdity, to the participation of which his 
colleagues had established so many obvious 
and. unquestionable claims: the same sys- 
tem. of slovenly cobbling and bungling | 
marked all their measures of financial and. 
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commercial arrangement. Here the noble 
Jord adverted to the Pig-Iron tax, and Pri-. 
vate Brewery tax, the first obstinately main- 
tained and.then abandoned; to the recur- 
rence to old systems of taxation, instead of 
any thing new being provided; to the ob- 
noxious modification in the Property. tax ; 
the American Intercourse, and the Slave 
Trade Prohibition bills. The oldest mem-, 
bers of that louse had not known business. 
‘so unsatisfactorily transacted as during the 
last three months (hear! hear! from the: 
opposition bench), and that by a set-of men 
who had made themselves singularly con- 
spicuous for their censure of the measures 
of their predecessors.—The ‘noble lord was. 
proceeding to expatiaie on those several 
measures, when he was called.to order by. 
_ Mr. Hawthorne, who said that such ob- 
servations were totally irrelevant to the bill. 
before the house. ar 

Lord Castlereagh resumed, however, his 
observations, and was again called to or- 
der by, 

Sir W. Young, who observed, that if the: 
noble lord was to be indulged in this field; 
of allusions to former measures and debates, ; 
and in the repetition of arguments urged a 
hundred times before, and served up in al-, 
most every discussion that had occurred 
within the last two monts, a precedent 
would be created which would really ren- 
der it imposible to go on -with the public, 
business. The noble lord might as properly 
expect to be allowed to read, as part of his. 
speech, a volume or two of the Parliamen-, 
tary History of the country. He put it to 
the noble lord’s discretion, whether some 
consideration was not due to the time and. 
patience of the house? or whether the attend-. 
ance of members was to be protracted in this 
manner, night after night, to unseasonable. 
hours, in the wmmecessary, and he might al-. 
most say, captions repetition of such discus-., 
sions ? If the hon. baronet was unsuccessful 
in the appeal to the discretion of the noble 
lord, he would appeal to the authority of 
the Chair. —(Hear ! hear! hear! from the. 
ministerial side of the house.) 

Lord Castlereagh rose again, and con- 
cluded by observing, that if he was dispos- 
ed to trespass upon the attention of. the. 
house, by uttering all he felt, and exposing 
all the inconsistencies and absurdities that 
challenged observation in the conduct of | 
his majesty’s ministers, the hon, baronet 
might indeed have cause to complain of the 
length of his speech, which. might last for 
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hon. baronet, by abstaining at present from 
adding more, than that our history preseat- 
ed no period similar to that since the ap- 
pointment of the present ministers, so mark- 
ed by procrastination, inconsistency, and 
bungling on their parts, and in which so 
little real. business had been done. 


member of any administration marked by 
such: conduct. 


Secretary Windham observed, that. 


the noble lord had made a speech which it 
iwas extremely difficult to answer; not on ac- 
count ofthe logical precisionand clearness of 
thenoble lord’s positions, or the convincing 
‘force of his arguments, for of those proper- 


ties in the noble lord’s Moquence he really , 


-had, no perception; but it was, very pos- 


sible:to make a speech composed ‘of hete-. 


‘rogeneous materials, like that of the noble 


Jord, arid so inconsistent and contradictory 


‘niitself; as to’ be extremely difficult to be 
‘answered in a: regular way. 
-lord’s speech on this occasion, and ‘which 
ewould do just as well for any: other, exhi- 
bited a melange of all those topics of asser- 
tions and arguments, which had been used 
‘by himself and his friends so repeatedly of 
Jate, and so repeatedly and completely re- 
fated, that he did not mean, io. fellow’the 
‘noble lord round the sort of grand tour he 
had made, feeling, as he did, some conside-' 
‘ration for the patience of the house., The 


_ .poble lord had talked much of, the military 


«plans he had introduced, and, had talked of 
ithis bill having been preceded; by four mu- 
tiny bills; and lie had adverted to: this,,ag-| 
‘sertion:néarly as often) as four, times fow,' 
ike: the story of the four pilgrims, or, as if 
there wese some peculiar virtue ox,conjura- 
tion:ini four; like the mystic, number of Py- 
thagoras. But he begged to ‘remind the 


’ noble lord, that there were but two mutiny 


bills for that period, brought forward upon 
grounds with which the house seemed very 
well pleased; and. he begged to ask .the’ 
noble lord what injury had accrued.to,the 


-eountry, or inconvenience to the public 


service, from the manner of passing those 


~ “bills? The present bill was said, at ong time, 
do’ the most alarming mischief, and the 
_next moment it was a. mere, skeleton, a 
caput mortuum, and did, nothing, or worse 
than nothing; at one lime it was totally inefli- 
> cient, and again it was fnost mischieyously 
efficient.’ It was at first,utterlyinadmissible, 


-on account of certain obnoxiqus clauses, 


-and now it seems it was rendered much 
-wotse by the expunging of those clauses. 


For his 
‘own part, he should feel it ai disgrace to 


The. noble 
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Now reaily, with all due deference to the 
profound logic and consistent precision ef 
the noble lord, these were properties which 
could not by possibility exist in the same mea- 
sure. The bil, in a committee, had cet- 
tainly undergone ‘considerable alterations, 
It had been--reduced in point of volume 
and extent; but it ‘was thereby rendered 
nore compact ‘and precise, and therefore 
more simple in its operation: but, perhaps, 
the noble lord thoughtthis an imperfection, 
and judged of it, not by its strength: and 
clearness,-but:its bulk, as-ignorant people 
do sometimes of a medicine, conceiving that 
a pill ean have no virtue, because, instead 
of being like a musquet ball, itis no bigger 
than a -pin’s head: But the! value, efiia 
thing did. not alway, consist otis bulk, 
and/it was by no means impossible to rem 
der-either: a) spgech or a) bill. better -by 
abridgment, as the present bill and the last 
speech would evinee.,. The bill'in fact, ix 
‘ais: present shape,’ did ewery thing. which 
it ought'to do; it éstablisbed and deeldred 
a prineiple, and left.the application of that 
principle, where it:ought to be left, in the 
hands of his majesty. It did by legislation 
‘all, that legislation ought to,do} and left to 
regulation what properly belonged -to: its 
and) as to the performance Aowards the sol- 
dier of every thing the) bill promised, 
stood upon the same| ground as the pay, of 
thé army, the provisions. of the muliny bill, 
and the preserit allowances of Chelsea -hos- 
pital, namely, the faith of parliament, which 
was not the ‘Jess, hopourable or. the Jess 
puyctuaily, kept because, its, votes were only 
annual, "The nobleJord complained. that 
the, bill was unintelligible as, to its.objects; 
buishe had made.a yery. long speech te 
prove the contrary, at least so far ores 
pected himself;: and he, believed the noble 
Jord was thejonly person in the house who 
could plead: weakness of. intellect the 
subject. ..Anoiher charge ‘was, that be had 
not made a,speech io,explain his own view 
_of the subject, or the mode, by whieh he 
meant to carry the he 
should couceive, if that were really neces 
sary, the charge of unintelligibility |. would 
be,:,justly. meurged. The -bill, had’. gone 
through: its: regular stages: every regular 
opportunity for discussion had been afiorde 
_ed, and if the noble Jord was still uneiilig 
ened. upon the subject, he’ must.refer hin 
to the bill, which would speak for itself,. : 
» Mr. Perceval, after some preliminary ob- 
servations, said, that whether this. all-wise, 


this all-perfect administration ought to form 
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an exception, whether the house could safely 
confide in them to the extent demanded, 
was a question upon which, perhaps, there | 
inight be some difference of opinion upon 
the different sides of the house; but after 
the experience we have had of the inaccu- 
racy, in all detail, the imprudence, and the 
peculiar indiscretion of: the right hon. gent. 
(Mr. Windham), who presided as it should 
seem, with such uncontrouled sway, over this 
branch of the national service ; whether the 
house should vote away thus blindfold the 
money of the people, reposing implicit con- 
fidence that it would be discreetly applied, 


Was a question ou which, he believed, there 
‘could be no difference of opinion on either 


side of the house. Yet that was what the 
house would be called upon to do; for he 
defied any man to say when he voted for 
the passing of this bill, whether the pension 
to the discharged soldier was to be one 
shilling a day, or two, or five, or ten. That 
all was to depend upon the orders hereafter 
to be made by his majesty, which orders 


_ the prudence of the right hon. gent. (Mr. 


Windham) would have to frame. And the 
disgraceful state in which the house, as the 
guardian of the public purse, was placed 
by this proceeding, was the more remarka- 
ble, when it was recoltected what had been 
said by the right. hon. secretary for the war 


‘departinent.. For it had been admitted by 


chim, that the house could not possibly ‘dis- 
‘cuss or consider the alteration which had 
been adopted in the mutiny bill without 
having under consideration at the same time 
these Chelsea regulations. For this pur- 


- . pose, the two bills were to be in the house 
_ together, their progress through the house 


was to be concurrent, and they were to be 
taken into consideration, as far as the forms 
of the house would admit, at the same time. 
To enable the house to do this, he said, 
the bill now under consideration was origi- 
nally introduced with the several clauses, 
affecting to detail several of the regulations 
which were to be adopted ;_ they were clau- 
ses, which, till the blanks were filled up in 
them, it was impossible to understand ; and 
the only mode which the house had had of 
guessing even at what the effect of them 
‘would be, was by such recollection as might 
remain of the right hon. gent’s speech (Mr. 


--Windham’s)'ten or twelve weeks before. 
-But when this bill went into the committee 


the house, he said, had some hopes that 


these blanks would be filled up, and that it 


would come out of the committee in a state 


which it could be understood. But no; | 


- 


the very reverse of these tations took 


place; the committee instead of filling up 


the blanks in the clauses, struck out the 
clauses: instead of filling up the blanks, 
made in this respect one great blank: one 
blank, una litura, wastheamendment. 

nd here again, he said, the right hon. gent. 
had misconceived his noble friend (Lord 
Castlereagh); for imagining that the noble 
lord had objected to this course of proceed- 
ing, as taking the house by surprize, he had 
reminded the house that there could be no- 
ground for that charge, because the bill had 
been recommiited. But his noble friend, 
he said, had not adverted to. this circum- 
stance with a view to charge any want of 
candour on the peoceeding. He had: men- 
tioned it only to account for his having de- 
layed, till so late a stage of the bill as the 
third reading, to make ‘any observations 
upon it. In the stages prior to the com- 
mittee, the noble lord had shewn that it 
was inipossible to make any, because, till 
the blanks were filled up, there was no un- 
derstanding the clauses; when the clauses 


were struck out, there was no: possibility of 
doing it on the recommitment; unless it 


could be supposed that it was the duty of 
the noble lord on the recommitment, ‘to 
try what he could do at framing clauses to 
execute the right hon. gent.’s idea, which 
the right hon. gent. seemed to have des- 
paired of being able to do himself, and 
therefore had struck the clauses out altoge- 
ther. When therefore these clauses were 
struck out, the objections to the bill assumed 


‘a new shape ; a formidable objection to its | 


principle arose, that, namely, which he had 
already adverted to, and which had upon 
the recommitment been pointed out to the 
right hon. gent. by an hon. friend of his 
near him (Mr. Huskisson). For that gen- 
tleman, he said, did upon that occasion 


point out the objections which then existed | 


for the first time; namely, that of enabling 
the king to make any orders, and incur 
any expences by those orders, which he 


might please; and pledging parliament 
before hand to undertake to ratify*those. 


orders, and bear their expence. And 
he said it was just worthy of remark, that 
this objection, which was so urged by his 
hon. friend, (Mr. Huskisson) had at the time 
been treated by ‘the right hon. gent., as 
every thing which came frem the side of 
the house where he stood was uniformly 
treated, as the mere objection of party, 
which had nothing in it, and bespoke only 
a determined spirit to oppose every thing, 
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with its existence. 


But:when the bill was reported, at three 
o'clock in the morning, after the house had 
been tired by a long debate, the notable 
amendment was introduced, which the house 
was then considering; aud when the bill 
came yesterday to be read a third time, 


the side of the house on which he was: 


standing was for the first time acquainted 
At that time the house 
was extremely thin, and it was proposed to 
the right hori. gent. to postpone the discus- 
sion. till the day when he was then speaking: 
but the right hon. gent. would not consent 


toit, andthen the hon. general who had been 


alluded to (general Tarleton) feeling no 


_ doubt that sucha bill should not, ‘at the 


only occasion in which it was to receive any 
discussion, be discussed to empty benches, 
did move that the house should be counted, 
and -it was found that there were not 40 
members, and therefore the adjournment, 
which the right hon, gent. did not choose 


to consent to, was obtained, by shewing 


that the house was not in a condition to go 
on with the debate.—The hon. and learned 
gent. then observed upon the ricicule which 
the right. hon. geut. had cast upon the ob- 
jection made to the reducing the bill in its 
size, as if necessarily that would reduce its 
power and effect; but he contended that 
nothing had. fallen from the noble Jord 
which at all justified that ridicule. The 
noble lord was well aware that this compre- 
hensive mode of legislating, that is the mode 
of legislating by giving the power to the 
king. to stake the regulations, instead of 


_ making them in the act itself, might cer- 


tainly be much more’ effectual than the 
other. And it was one, he said, which the 
right hon. gent. if the house by permitting 
it. encouraged him, might perhaps be parti- 
cularly disposed to adopt; because by that 
means he would avoid all detail of provi- 
sion and regulation, which as he certainly 
did not peculiarly shine in it, he might pos- 
sibly be very well inclined to get rid of. 
And upon the same principle the whole bu- 
siness,efthe session might be comprised in 
one short, compact, tight little act, very 
mighty in operation though .very small 
in size, he meant, an.act to enable his ma- 
jesty, by order in council, to make any laws 
he pleased. Certainly, he said, he was 
ready to admit that the right hoa. gent.’s 
constitutional principles would never let him 

his leve of short acts of parliament, 
and his: hatred of detail, to, such an extent. 
And he would admit further, that as the 


act-was now last amended, it in no degree 
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whatever partook of the objectionable qua- 
lity which would attach to so comprehen- 
sive an act as that which he had last allu- 
ded to. For, he said, he would undertake 
to demonstrate, by a short examination of 
the clause as now amended, that so far 
from its conferring too great powers on the 
crown, it absolutely conferred none at all. 


“One had heard, he said, of persons who 


were famous for doing magno conatu nihil; 
of making great exertions, and those exer- 
tions ending in nothing —and the house had 
then before it an illustrious instance of it. 
The right hon. gent. had here called all the 
powers of legislation into action, and had- 
gone through all its forms, and at last usher- 
ed it forth as a work of as consummate 
‘skill as.it was of elaborate labour; it was, 
however, actually nothing, superbum et: 
magnificentissinum nihil. Bat, he said, 
the right hon. gent. had observed, that 
though the noble lord had objected te this 
measure as not effecting any object which 
the noble lord approved, or as not effecting’ 
it in the manner which he thought right, 
yet the right hon. gent. observed it effected 
his own object, and that he had all along 
been pursuing his own ideas; he added, he 
had no doubt that it was so; but that it» 
certainly appeared from what he had already » 
said, that the ideas of the right hon. gent. 
had led him a very long and a very varied: 
chase. The first idea was to bring in a bill<.. 
which should contain the detail of regula-- 
ons, and this the right hon. gent. pursyed 
till be got into the committee, and there he 
ran down that idea; thea a new idea stat 
ed, namely, that of giving an uncontrouled 
power to the crown to regulate, as.it might 
be advised; and’ this idea he pursued 
through the first committee, and could not 
be diverted from the pursuit of it on the 
recommitment. But this idea shared the * 
fate of the former upon the report, and - 
there it was fairly ran down and brought to 
its end. The third idea that then started, 
was the idea which the right hon. gent. was 
then pursuing, namely, that of giving the 
power to the crown to order, and leaving 
it to parliament afterwards to say whether 
the order shal] prevail. And if the right 
hon. gent. would persevere in pursuing this ° 
last idea, he was persuaded he couid prove . 
that it would lead his clause, his bili, his» 


‘measure, and himself, into one common pit 


of inefficiency, where all would be lost to- 
gether: and this, he said, he would under- 
take to prove by an examination of the 
T's But before he did that, he said, he 
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could not forbear expressing his regret and 
disappointment at not finding in this bill, 
that clause which was in the rt. hon. gent.’s 
first bill, (the repeal of the army of reserve 
act) namely, the clause enacting parli#ment 
to amend, alter, or repeal the act during 
the present session. ‘The right hon. gent. 
when he first engaged himself in the art of 
legislation, dared not trust his act a whole 
session, he wisely provided for the possibi- 
lity of amendment*in the course of it. But 
now use has made him skilful and bold; 
and he ventures on a stronger wing to take 
a greater flight. He said he could not but 
think that the right lon. gent. over-rated his 
strength, and that he was too ventursome; 
and indeed he had hoped, by the recollec- 
tion of the first bill, he would have been con- 
firmed in the necessity of such caution, 
rather than indeed to despise it; for though 
it were only an act to repeal another, yet 
he had himself pointed out to the right 
hon. gent. on the third reading, so great 
and clear a defect in it, that the right hon. 
gent. had been prevailed upon to adjourn 
the third reading to the next day, in order 
that he might have an opportunity of pre- 
paring a rider to be added to the bill, to 
- correct that imperfection—and but for that 
correction, the bill would have passed, and 
actually deprived the families of all those 
mew who had inlisfed from the army of re- 
serve, perhaps not less than from 30 to 
40,000 men, of those allowances for their 
. families, which the faith of parliament had 
pledged to them when they first enlisted; 
and he said, he could not but, therefore, 
take the liberty of recommending to the 
right hon. gent. to make it an invariable 
rule, never to attempt to bring m an act of 
parliament without guarding himself with 
- the power of doing that which in all pro- 
bability would be necessary, namely, that 
of either amending or repealing it in the 
same session. ‘To come then to the clause 
in question, he said, that it enacted that the 
discharged soldier “ should become legall 
entitled to receive such pension, allowance, 
or relief, as shali have been fixed in any orders 
or regulations made by his majesty in rela- 
tion to his cause of discharge, and in force 
at the’ time of his enlistment, and for the 
payment whereof money shall have been 
voted by parliament.” And the last words 
he said, were those which were introduced 
ou the last amendment. Now, he said, he 
must beg to ask the right hon. gent. what 
he meant by those words? The right hon. 


gent. had just said to his noble friend, asa 
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excuse for not answering a speech of such‘ 
strong and clear argument, that he did not 
like to attempt it; that his reason for not 
answering it was, that he really did not un+ 
derstand that true, no meaving puz~ 
zled more than wit.” Now, he said, he 
could not tell whether it was the total ab« 
sence of meaning in this amendment, or the. 
excess and abundance of its good sense and 
wit, that disabled him from understanding’ 
it, for he certainly must confess that he was 
completely puzzled by it. Did it mean 
that, to give the soldier the vested right to 
his pension, the money shall have been vot- 
ed for the payment of it at the time when 
he enlisted, or that it will be enough if the 
money shall have been voted subsequent to: 
hie enlistment, but at the time of his dis- 
charge? He said, he perceived that the rt. 
hon. gent. was looking at the words; he re- 
ally believed that they would nothelp him to 
his meaning, but he thought it rather odd, 
though he might have difficulty in telling 
hin: what the true construction of the amend- 
ment was as it was worded, that he could 
not tell him what his own meaning had-been, 
and what he had intended to convey; he said 
he was aware he was not entitled, in strict 
parliamentary form, to put a question to the 
right hon. gent. in the midst of his speech, 
but he really wished that he would indulge 
him with one. Because, if he Would but 
tell him which it was he meant, he would: 
content himself with shewing the absurdity’ 
and inapplicability of that meaning to the 
right hon. gent.’s object; but if he would 
not tell him, heshould be underthe necessity 
of troubling the rt. hon. gent. and the house 
with hearing the absurdity and inapplicability: 
of botlimeanings. From the hon. gent.’s refus~ 
ing toanswer, as he perceived he intended to ' 
do, he however drew this consolation, that, 
it was not his own peculiar stupidity and 
dulness which prevented him from under- 
standing it, that he was not the only gentle- 
man that was puzzled with it; and, indeed, _ 
there was no longer any wonder that the 
words failed to convey any precise meaning, 
for that there never had been any precise » 
meaning to be conveyed, and that the right » 
hon. gent. was as much at a loss to tell him: 
what his own meaning was, as he was ata. 
loss to find it out from his words. Being . 
compelled therefore to examine the effect: 
of the amendment, supposing it to have — 
either of the two meanings; he would, he — 
said, first take it upon the supposition that. 
the money must have been'voted by parlia- 
ment for the execution of- the king's order, 
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previous to the soldier’s enlistment, in order 
to give him his title to the pension under it. 
‘Phen it would be obvious, first, that if the 
soldier enlisted under an order for the ex- 
ecution of which no money had at that time 
been voted, the soldier, though induced to 
entist under the beneficial terms which the 
order held out to him, so far from having 
any title to allowance which he could en- 
force at law, he would, under this act, have 
no title at all; and it would have been his 
folly to have trusted to the order before it 
had that ratification, and instead of being 
more secure, he would be actually deluded 
by it. But then it might be said that 
would only operate during the interval till 
the money should be voted; true, he said; 
but then he asked what was the use of this 
act of parliament, for without this act of 
parliament the king undoubtedly might issue 
an order, and not attempting to act upon it 
till he submitted it to parliament, if parlia- 
ment adopted it, it would then be binding ; 
but evidently, both in one case and the o- 
ther, the binding effect of it would be equal- 
ly derived from the subsequent ratification 
of parliament, and this act therefore would 
do nothing. In the next place, to consider 
it on the supposition that the subsequent 
vote of parliament should have a retrospect- 
ive operation, and give validity to the king's 
prior order, so as to cover the intermediate 
enlistment of any soldier, and which, he 
said, he certainly should have thought must 
have been the right hon. gent.’s meaning, 
if he had not seemed to have so much <if- 
ficulty in telling him so; upon that suppo- 
sition, he said, it was obvious that the last 
observation applies equally to an order so 
depending as to its validity, upon the sub- 
sequent ratification of parliament; with this 
increased objection, that in the mean time 
the soldier who was enlisted would be so far 
from being better secured in his title to his 
future pension, that if he had rested solely 
-on the king’s engagement. without any act 
of parliament, that he would be less secure; 
if heshad trusted to the king’s promise con- 
tained im his order, he would have trusted 
“to that which in no experience had ever 
been known to fail the soldier. But if he 
~ enlists under an order, which professing not 
to be valid till it is subsequently, ratified, he 
will have no right to complain fi parliament 
-does not ratify it; and this he contended 
“was unanswerably clear, unless the right 
hon. gent. would. contend that parliament 
-would in such case be bound to ratify the 
order; and if that was so, he desired to 
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ask in what respect the power and centroul of 
parliament was reserved by this amendment? 
But. he said, he had argued this hitherto, 
as if the amendment meant that the order 
was to be ratified at least in the next session 
of parliament; but if that were so, nothing. 
could be so unhappily chosen as the words 
of it—for he observed that the words were 
“that he should be entitled to a pension, 
for the payment whereof money should have 
been voted, &¢.” Now the pension was 
not to be due in any case till 14 years after 
enlistment, and in many not till 21 years. 
Was it intended then seriously that the 
house of commons should next. year vote 
money for the payment of a pension which 
would not be due till 14 or 21 years hence? 
it could not be so nieant. The house of 
commous would, according to its usual 
course, not vote money for the payment of 
a pension till it was due; aud consequently 
would not vote it till the 14 orthe 21 years 
were elapsed ; and during the whole period 
of the solder’s service it would depend upon 
the future vote of the house of commons, 
whether he should or should not have the _ 
pension; and this was the vested right that 
the right honourable gentleman provided, 
in order to bring recruits in abundance to 
the army. But then he desired again to 
know what was meant by “ voted by parlia- 
ment?” Did it mean the vote of the house 
of commons; or the grant of the whole 
legislature? If it meant the vote of the house 
of commons, he said it certainly did not 
express its meaning, because the house of 
commons was not parliament. If it meant 
the whole legislature, then the whole legis- 
lature never voted money, but granted it, 
or appropriated it, and though he said the 
right honourable secretary for foreign affairs 
seemed to laugh at this. observation, as a 
mere verbal criticism, yet he owned, he did 
not think that such incorrectness of language 
was at all that which was proper for parlia- 
ment to use: but, he said, the slovenly 
appearance which it exibited, in common 
with every other act of the present adminis- 


stration; for if it only affected them he 


should not care, for their character for ac- 
curacy, or any other merit, he did not affect 
any anxiety ; but he did, he said, feel for the 
character of parliament, and he pointed 
out his objection, which his learned friend 
(the Attorney General) might remove by a 
mere stroke or two of his pen, before the 
third reading of the bill, in order that the 
character of that house should not be in- 
volved in the disgrace of that slovenly inac- 


} 
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curacy which so justly belonged to the 
administration itself. They will judge, 
indeed, he said, whether they will think it 
worth while to make any alteration in this 
respect; possibly, as they must feel the 
whole act totally inetficacious, and merely 
waste paper, they would rather it should 
pass with this additional blemish upon it, 
than by submitting to adopt any alteration 
suggested by him, give another acknowledg- 
_ ment under their own hands, as it were, of 
the imperfection of their own unassisted 
exertions. But this. was to give the soldier, 
he said, a legal vested right. Therefore 
the inaccuracy in the expression was not a 
mere clerical or critical error; for as no 
action could be brought till the money was 
not only voted, but was raised, and was 
got into the hands of some public officer, and 
“wasappropriated in his hands to the payment 
of the soldier’s pension, the words should not 
only be corrected, but the whole provision 
must be extended, otherwise, as it stands, if 
the soldieristo have any legal mode of enforc- 
ing his demand at all, it must be by bis peti- 
tion of right alone. And then,he said, the 
upshot of the whole of this notable expedient 
to make the soldier so sure and certain of 
_ his future allowance was this, the king may 
make an order, under which if a soldier 
enlists he will have a legal right to his: fu- 
ture pension, provieied parliament, 14 or 21 
vears after, shall think proper to ratify the 
order by granting money for the payment 
of that pension ; and that right shall be so 
clearly and securely vested in the soldier, 
that he shall be able to enforce it by a legal 
suit, namely, a petition of right. _ Now thai 
there can be no greater ‘complication of 
absurdity in one little clause of one act of 
parl. he-said, he would not affirm, because 
the right hon. gent. bas other bills yet to 


bring in; and as he has great powers in| 


this style of legislation, perhaps he may yet 
exceed what he has already done. But he 
trusted that he had made. good his under- 
taking tothe house, by shewing that the 
_ clause was totally: inefficacious and absurd, 
- and that it amounts to no more than this, 
. that they undertake to ratify an order which 
the king may make, provided: always that 
_ they like to do so when they it: ‘This 
is the new. power given by this act to the 
crown: this is the great effect of this 
mighty act.---If he had been to be asked, 
he said, before the right hon. gent. last come 
into office, what act in a statesman or 
public man that the right honourable gen- 
-teman weuld have considered as. the 
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most weak, and indicating a mind least 
capable of any wide range of useful thought, 
he should Lave answered, without any he- 
sitation, the passing of an act of parliament 
tor the sake of passing it, where no useful 
and important effect was to be produced 
by it. And yet, he said, this very thing it 
was, that the necessities of the right hon. 
gent. had driven him to do. For having 
been driven by the weight of the objection 
to it, to amend into nothing, the clause in 
the shape in which it was to have given the 
full power of legislating over the public 
purse on this subject to the king; having 


been obiiged to abandon the operative part 


of his bill, he still adheres to the bill it- 
self. And why? for this reason. To those 
who do not examine the matter closely, 
and who are contented with consulting only. 
the titles of acts of parliament, the right 
hon. gent. will appear to have been doing 
something for Chelsea, and something to- 
wards making better provision for soldiers. 
And though he. cannot avoid the fact of 
failure, he will, he said, in some degree dis- 
guise the appearance of it, he will have an ~ 
act of parliament in short to shew for his 
pains. indeed, he said, it is in precise con- 
iormily with the other acts of the present 
administration, where litle or no perform- 
ance followed upon great promises. It is a 
precise counterpart to the operation of the 
chancellor of the exchequer wiih respect to 
ihe sugar tax. That tax made part of the 
ways avd means of his budget, and was 
taken to produce $00,0001.; the remon- 
strances, however, against the injustice of 
this tax, as it was originally intended, were 
so strong and just, that the chancellor of 
the excliequér.very properly gaye way to 
them, and admitted such modifications of 
it, as necessarily annihilated all prospect or 
possibility of its producing any thing;— 
but still he would not give up his act; and 
therefore this compromise was come to be- 
tween him and those who would have op- 
posed it—they consented not to oppose the 
act, provided he would consent that it 
should produce nothing—and so it passed ; 
and so it will remain, he said,:an ornament 
to the statute book ; and a happy instance, 


if not of: productive, yet, he trusted, of — 


harmless financial legislation. But indeed, 
he said, it was not only .in single ‘measures 
that this quality of the present administra- 
tion was to be found ;. if he was to ascribe 
to it any one marked. characteristic, more 
appropriate to it than another, he should 
say it was an adminisiraiion of most splen- 
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did pretence, and most inadequate and con- 


temptible performance—of_ performance 
not only unequal to its promises, but in 


most instances in direct contrast with them.. 


This character, he said, was to be traced 
from the first original formation, and con- 
coction of the heterogeneous mass, through 
all their measures down to the present bill. 
What, he said, was the profession with res- 
pect to the formation of their government : 
it was to be formed, he said, on a broad 
basis, to unite all the wisdom, all the vir- 
tue, of every division of parties: and how 
was this performed? The comprehension 
of all parties was illustrated by the total 
exclusion and proscription of every man 
who had happened to preserve his friendship, 
his political friendship and connexion, at 
least, with Mr. Pitt till his death. It might 
» be contended, indeed, he said, that there re- 
mained no persons of abilities in that party, 
after the death of that great man, who were 
to be compared with the transcendant ta- 
lents which adorned the opposite bench. 
But if that were so, still he could not but 
think that there were some amongst them, 
who from the habits of office at least, had ac- 
quired some useful knowledge, some expe- 
rience, some facilities in the detail of busi- 
ness, which he doubted not, if the present 
‘administration had condescended to think 
worth the attention of their superior wis- 
dom, might have rescued them from the 
repeated disgraces to which their inability 
to do business, their total incompetency for 
all matters of detail, had daily, and was 
daily exposing them. He expected, he said, 
from the cheers of “ hear him,” from the 
opposite side of the house, that it was wish- 
ed to ascribe this observation to some dis- 
«appointment on his. part, at not being ho- 
noured with a situation amongst this splen- 
did assemblage of talents and of virtues. 
He was contident, however, that no man 
who heard -him would so ascribe it. He 
did not, indeed, recollect ever to have pro- 
fessed in that -house, what an hon. gent. 
(Mr. Whitbread) -had, as he understood, 
when he happened not to be present the 
other night, stated him to have professed — 
namely, that he would never forma part 
‘of such an administration: but .undoubt- 
edly, all that he had ever said on the loss 
of character, the disgrace, and the public 
mischief. which he conctived to attach to 
_ the coalition of public men, with known 
‘differences on the great and leading princi- 
ples of the existing politics of the day, that 
-hon. gent. had onby done justice to him, in 
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collecting from what he had so said, the 
sentiment which he -stated him to have’ 
professed. It would indeed, he thought, 
have been presumption in him to have pre- 
fessed it; it would have implied an opinion’ 
in his own mind, that there was something 
in him which might have made it an object 
with the present ministers to have had him | 


amongst them. But there were many cer- 


tainly among Mr. Pitt’s friends, to whom 
this did not appiy, and whose exclusion and 
dismissal from office could hardly be ascrib- 
ed to any thing but the principle of pro- 
scription on which the administration was 
formed. He next observed, that the first 
thing, from all the professions of the right 
hon. gent. opposite to him (Mr. Fox), whe- 
ther in this house, or out of it, which might. 
have been expected to be found to mark 
the formation of any administration to 
which he was to belong, was a great regard 
to the true principles of liberty, the princi 
ples on which it was established, and by 


whieh it was to be secured. The way, . 


however, in which those professions were 
acted upon was by violating, in the forma- 
tion of their cabinet, one of the very first 
and most acknowledged principles of liberty 
and a free constitution, by uniting the ju- 
dicial and executive power in one person; 


he alluded to the appointment of his noble | 


and learned friend lord Ellenborough, the 
chief justice of England to a seat in the 
cabinet ; and however the right hon. secre- 


tary of state (My. Fox) had on a former ~ 


night referred with triumph to the event of 
the-discussions on that subject, he begged 


to assure him, that he was much mistaken, -. 
if he supposed that the impréssions made 
upon the public mind, the disadvantageous. 


professions to the character of the sincerity 
of his attachments to the real principles of 


liberty, had not been slight in point of . 


effect ; and would not be transitory in point 
of duration. The next thing, he said, 
which might have been expected, from all 
their former declamations against supposed 
abuse of power was this, that if they came 
into the possession of it, nothing would be 
so strongly marked, as the temperate mo- 
deration with which they would use it : the 
happy illustration of. this temperance . and 
moderation, he said, was to be found in 
their late conduct to the directors of the 
East-India company;—an act, which if re- 
port did not strongly caluminate them, could 


hardly be equalted by any former instanceof 


the most immoderate exercise of power, or 
the most eager grasp at patronage. The nest 


~ 
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sos on which all their professions raised 
e greatest expectations, was that of regard 
to the irve principles of economy. Of this, 
he said; the measure now before them was 
the happiest instance ; for not only was a 
great expence incurred by it, but a great 
expence was incurred for the’ sake of trying 
a inilitary experiment of the right hon. 
fear whieh, on the loose estimate that we 
dhad of it from themselves, was immedi- 
ately to cost 330,0001. per ann.; but it 
was an experiment which had been shewn 
ever aud over again, he said, by an hon. 
general (sir James Pulteney), aud by others, 
might have»been tried with equal effect, if 
it should succeed, and with infinitely less 
danger, if it failed, actually for nothing 
at all. It'was further illustrated, he said, 
by the manner in which the house was 
unged into’ great part of this expence, 
without the least attempt on the part of go- 
vernment tohelp them to form an idea of 
its extent. “And here, he remarked, that 
the indifference to the true principles of 
ecohomy was, perhaps, more apparent 
in the maner of plunging the house into 
this expence, than even in the extent of the 
expence itself. For great expences the ne- 
cessities of the country might undoubtedly, 
and did in many respects require; but no 
cessities of the country can require that the 
ouse of commons should be called upon 
ministers to engage for the discharge of 
reat expence, without those’ ministers con- 
to endeavour, in compliance 
with the strong calls made upon them within 
this house, to let the house know what 
they thought, on the best estimate, or the 
best conjecture at least which they could 
rm, of the amount of that expence. But 
this was not all; their regard for the public 
money was further apparent from the grant 
of a great pension, as he understood, to a 
eonvicted Irish judge, to purchase tlre re- 
ignation of his judicial office, which he 
should be considered as having forfeited by 
the offence which he had committed. That 
j dge had been prosecuted, he ‘said, by 
‘himself, when attorney-general, and had 
been convicted of one of the rome libels 
against the Irish government that could be 
blished; @ libel outrageous and intolera- 
le, if published by any man, but how ag- 
vated, when considered as the act of a 
judge ! but perhaps an offence against a for- 
mer government,was merit in the eyes of this; 
and if he understood.right, (and his learned 
friend the Attorney-General would con 
dict him if he was wrong) this convicted 
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judge was ‘not to be brought up for punish- 
ment,but was to be rewarded with a consider- 
able pension. - Other extravagant arrange- 
ments, he had understood, were likewise to 
take place; other resignations to be purchas: 
ed upon terms equally im violation of every 
decent regard to economy; but as they were 
not yet finally closed, he should press them 
no further. Another instance of regard to 
economy, he said, was displayed in a mea- 
sure, part of which was to be under the 
consideration of the house the next day; 
he meant the appointment of new com- 
missioners for auditing the public accounts 
-~their numbers were all at once to be en- 
creased from eleven, the number now em- 
ployed, including three new ones appointed 
by Mr. Pitt at the end of last year, to no 
less than nineteen; and he was convinced, 
he said, it would be seen, that this measure, 
to the extent to which it was proposed to 
be carried, was unnecessarily extravagant 
and expensive in the extreme: and he 
could not, he said, pass by this article of 
economy without observing, that it was not 
enough to say, such and such an application ~ 
of the public money was no improper ex- 
pence, was congenial to our feelings of gene- 
rosity, and consistent with the character of . 
a great and oppulent nation; but, consider- 
ing the necessary calls ae the public 
purse, no new ones should be admitted 
without proof not only of their propriety, 
but their necessity. For how, he said, did 
the house stand at this moment, with res- 
pect to the ways and means of the year? 
The 300,000. from the sugar tax had fail- 
ed, the 500,0001. which was first to be had 
on iron, and then upon private breweries, 
and now at last was to be fixed on the as- 
sessed taxes, was to be reduced 200,0001. 
by abatements and allowances, there re- 
mains then a deficiency at this day in 
the ways and means which the noble 
lord - proposed to raise, as necessa 
for the year, of no less than 500,0001.: 
and when he represented those ways and — 
means to be necessary, we had not then 
had opened to us the blessings of the right 
hon. gent.’s military plan. The additional 
money voted for the increased pay for the ’ 
havy,-the increased expence arising from 
these military plans, had occurred since ; 
so that he did not think he was going be- 
yond the truth, when he said that there was 
near one million of fresh ways and means 
now- wanted by the noble lurd, to make as 
ample a provision for the expences of the 
yéar'as he intended to do when he opened 
his financial statement. One other in, 
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stance of.. disappointing. the expectations 
which might have been: raised, he said he 
would mention, and that applied more par- 
ticularly to the right hon, secretary for the 
war department (Mr. Windham). When 
he came into office, he said, it might at 
. least have been expected that there would 
have been no useless iegislation, no tinkering 
of acts of parliament, no marks of the labori- 
ous effects of a blind Cyclops,in the framing. 
ofthem; asthe disappointment of this hope 
he should content himself with referring, 
to the miserable bill before them. These 
topics, he said, might. be much enlarged 
upon, many similar onés might be mentioned 
and. others seemed to be opening upon them: 
in the remaining business of the session ; and 
he should indeed:be happy to see, when the 
session was closed, a correct collection of 
these and similar instances, in which the 
inconsistency of the conductof the adminis- 
tration with its professions might be seen: 
it might be stiled a Florilegium on the: 
beauties of the present administration. He: 
_ trusted, however, that from what he had 
‘ mentioned; from shewing how the pro- 
mise of a comprehensive principle in form- 
ing their: administration was illustrated b 

the exclusive and prescriptive one on which 
it was formed ; how their love of liberty, 


by. uniting the judicial and the executive 
character in one; their moderation in the 
use of power, by their conduct to the East 


India Company; their economy, by. the 
new and unnecessary military expenditure ; 
their pensions to convicted and retiring 
judges; the unnecessary extent of their in- 
tended increase of commissioners for au- 
diting the public accounts; and their ab- 
stinence from all useless and clumsy legis- 
lation; the slovenliness and _uselessness 
of this and others of their acts of parliament 
—he said he trusted from all this, he should 
appear to have done no more than justice to 
the administration, when he had_ styled 
them a government of most splendid pre- 
tence, and most inadequate and contempti- 
ble performance. Yet this, he said, was 
that all-wise administration which they had 
been promised ; this was the administration, 
uniting all the talents and all the virtues of 
all parties, which was to shame all former 
administrations by contrasting its wisdom 
with their folly, its competency and energy 
with their inefficiency and weakness, its’ pu- 


rity with their corruption, its ecgnomy' with. 


their ‘profusion, its love of liberty and mo- 
deration of power with their unconstitu- 
tional and arbitrary abuse: of it, Thisy he 
said, was the proof of those benefits. from an 


1306.—-Chelsed Hospital Bil [638 


united and comprehensive administrationy 


which so many. well-meaning, but short. 
sighted men thought they could anticipate ¢ 


‘it was for this that the consistency:and chas 


racter of public men was sacrificed and a~ 
bandoned;_ it was for this the public was to 
look for a compensation for that distrust of 
the'sincerity of the professions and princi+ 
ples:of all public men, which such: unprinciv 


pled coalitions necessarily produced. ‘There 


was one advantage indeed, he said, that wae 
derived from this broad-bottomed adminis» 
tration; they were not as yet sunk by the! 
load and weight: of the accumulated: errors: 
and absurdities of which they had beencon+ 
victed, weight to sink: a navy,” weight 
which must long ere: this have sunk any ad- 
ministration’ which did not derive an uncome 
mon buoyancy from its broad-bottomed: 
mation. He'said he had been led regular« 
ly, nay, necessarily, into. the consideration: 
of the general character of the administra 
tion:on the discussion of this particular meas 
sure; because’ this measure proposed to 
give to his majesty powers over the pub- 
lic purse, which could not be justified ex-: 
cept upon the peculiar confidence which 
might be: safely repused in his present ads’ 
visers. From this examination he. trusted: 
the house would. see, that whatever their 
claims or pretentions might be to that cons: 
fidence, they had no title to any at all. He 
said he should conclude. with only one ob-: 
servation,, which was to guard his argument 
from the charge of inconsisteacy, which 
had already been applied to that of his no- 
ble friend: don’t let’ it be said, he added, 
that he contended in one sentence that this 
act of parliament would .give the king ex-' 
travagant power, and in the next that it 
gave him nothing; for he contended na 
such thing. What he contended was this 
that if the act did any thing, that if the act’ 
could effectuate in any degree what it was. 
intended to do, it did give such powets as 
that house ought not to consent to grant: 
but that if it did not give such powers 
(which he contended was the case}, then it. 
did nothing, was unnecessary, and ought to 
be rejected for its futility. : 
Mr. Secretary: For on the part of his mas: 
jesty’s ministers} positively disclaimed sany- 
such. sentiment, as expressed by any of 
them,:in or out of that house, that they 
combined: all the talents, all the virtue, and: 
all the influence of the country. It certainly” 
was their wish to contbine as much of those: 
properties as circumstarices® could admit, 
and it’ was-not their: fault, that'some: right: 
hon. gentlemen, friends: of: the: late: admis! 


i 
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nistration, were not connected with them. 
The hon. and learned gent. had complain- 
ed of versatility in his. majestv'’s ministers, 
because they had agreed to abandon some 
measures, and to modify others according 
to what they, conceived to be the sense of 


_ parliament and of the country ; but he could 


not conceive'that to be reprehensible in the 
conduct of ministers, or a conduct which 
should render-them unde<erving of the confi- 
dence of parliament or the country. If he 
were to look out for a set of ministers who, 
from their proud pertinacity and unaccom- 
modating pefseverance in any measure, how- 
ever obnoxious to parliament or the people, 


and disregai'd of the public confidence, would. 


be the least likely to conciliate that confidence 
he had-nothiiag more’to do than to glance at 
the benches opposite tohim. The learned 

nt. as’ well as the noble lord. had congra- 


tulated himself that he was not included. 


in the présent disgraceful administration ; 
perhaps his exclusion was not so much a 
subject of regret on their parts as he seemed 
inclined to imagine. But probably, if mi- 


‘pisters had-the singular good fortune of his 


aid on this occasion, they might have had 
the advantage of those eminent 
tive talents which he had displaye 

the formation of his memorable volun- 
teer bill, and the lucid constructions and 
counter-constructions he had afterwards 


felt it necessary to give to those con- 


summate specimens of accuracy, consist- 
ency, and clearness. However, if the 
learned gent. and his colleagues possessed 
such talents as they were inclined to give 


- themselves credit for, why did they aban- 


don their places, and confess that their 


abilities for carrying on the affairs of the |. 


nation had expired on the death of a late 
right hon. gent? Why did they abandon 
their posts in despondency and dismay, 
upon the death of that leader of whom 


- they were so prompt to acknowledge them- 


selves the mere tools? At least they might 
have tried a little longer their talents to 
conduct the public business, though it was 
probable the experiment would have been 
more short-lived and ‘inefficient than the 
learned gent. was inclined to think this 
bill would be. With respect to the India 
Company, the learned gent’s. conclusions 
were founded in the grossest misrepresenta- 
tion and misconception. And with res- 
pect to the learned judge'in Ireland (judge 
Johnson) to whom. the hon. gent. had al- 
luded, whenever he thought proper to in- 
stitute an enquiry on that or any subject of 


fair discussion, touching the conduct of his 


in. 


‘majesty’s ministers; he would) find them 


ready to meet the investigation. But, un~ 
fortunately there were: some. subjects upon: 


‘which the acrimony of some hon. gentle- 


men outran their discretion, and every re~ 
gard and feeling of decorum. Did the hon. 
and learned gent. recollect nothing about 
the judicial appointment and the grants of 
pensions, which took place in Ireland under 
the administration of which he formed a 
part? Would he condescend to ask the 
noble lord next to him (Castlereagh) a 
question on that point? Would his noble: 
friend answer ‘for him how. judge Johnson: 
came to bea judge? Would the noble lord 
condescend to say, whether there was or was 
not any judge in Ireland who enjoyed his. 
seat, or any other man who enjoyed his 
pension or his place, as the price of his vote 
upon the union? Would the noble lord 
answer this question? Did his rt, hon. de- 
ceased friend wish to institute any enquiry 
upon this subject? Perhaps it would be 
more creditable tothe hon. and learned gent.’s 
discretion. to consult a little the ease of 
his friends’ feelings, before he ventured to: 
put questions likely to terminate but little: 
to their peace of mind. With respect to. 
the bill, Mr. Fox said, that administration ' 
might not perhaps, be very long lived; 
but he hoped that géntlemen would give 
them till next session to exist. It was in- 
tended that his majesty should be soon ad- 
vised to follow up this measure with the 
declaration of what was his royal wish; 
and if the bill should pass the lords in: its: 
resent form next session, an application - 
would be made to parliament for its sanc- 
tion to the completion of the system. 
Mr. Canning said, that though he had no 
right to complain that the right hon. seere-. 
tary had followed his hon. and learned friend 
(Mr. Perceval) into the more general topics - 
of his speech; yet of his total neglect and . 
omission of those parts which more imme- 
diately affected the bill before the house, he 
thought he and the house had a right to” 


complain; for, surely, it was high timethat 


some one at least of his majesty’s ministers» 
should now at length upon this last oppor- 
tunity, afford some light as to their own 
sense and meaning in the measure undef 
discussion; and if they could not (which: 
they probably could not) contend that it 
was framed to answer any useful purpose, ’ 
should at lqgst condescend to explain what 
purpose tid themselves had in view. . All 
this however the right hon. secretary had 
thought himself at:liberty to pass over, and | 
to leave the question altogether in the same. 


| 
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obscurity in which it had been left by its 
mover (Mr. Windham). The 
right hon. sécretary attempted to justify 
his unwillingness to enter into the discus- 
sion, by reproaching. gentlemen on this side 
of the house for not having urged their ob- 
jections at an carlier stage of the bill, either 
entirely forgetting, or wilfully overlooking 
the circumstance, that at any other earlier 
stage it was utterly impossible to discuss it 
with any prospect of utility ; for never till 
the present stage was.the bill in a shape 
at all intelligible. It was brought in, as 
the house would remember, as a companion 
to the mutiny act, and a sort of commentary 
on a new clause in that act, by which the 
wholeconstitution of the army was changed. 
This change the house had been always told 
to consider not by itsclf, but. as coupled 
with the. provisions and regulations of the 
Chelsea bill. The provisions and regulations 
were then in blank only; but there was at 
least the promise which the blanks to be filled 
up afforded, that something was to be pro- 


vided, that something was to be enacted by. 


way of regulation, of which parliament was 
to have cognizance, and upon which it was 
freely to exercise its judgment. Of course 
there was no possibility of exercising that 
judgment till the precise nature of these pro- 
visions was known: and this could only be 
learnt in the committee, where the blanks 
were to become speaking and substantive 
Clauses, To the committee, therefore, the 
bill’ went, without any opposition; pro 


_ forma, as the right hon, gent. (Mr. Wind- 


hai) assured them, that is as he understood 
it, in order to be made perfect and intelligi- 
ble in its'then existing shape. But in thecom- 
mittee, the amendments, so far from being 
formal, turned out to be no less than a total 
alteration of the whole bill—an alteration. so 
total and radical, that upon comparing the 
bill as it came. out of the committee with 
that which was referred there, it was hardly 
possible to trace a resemblance between 
them! He really had thought when this 
new bill was put into his hands, that the 
person who gave it him must have made 
some gross mistake; and as he understood 
that there was a committee sitting up stairs 
upon a bill for regnlating the Chelsea water- 


works bill, that by the error of the name. 


Chelsea, the water-works niust, have been 

‘imposed upon, the right gentleman 

instead of, his own, and, that fall his own 

Clauses mi be now in the hands of: the 

water works committee. The. right hon, 

gent however, seemed contented to adopt 
é preseiit bill’; so there could be no such 
Vil. - 
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mistake about it. He was then reduced to 
the necessity of believing that the right. ho- 
nourable gentleman had, by the use-of his. 
own reflection, become so conyinced of the 
absurdity of his bill, as originally, brought 
in, that finding no oppositign tuade honk 
this side of the house, he had gone into the 
committee and opposed it there himself, 
and shewing the folly of ail his own pro- 
visions, had been able to persuade the com- 
mittee to strike them out. But this wasa 
little hard upon the house. Bley were in- 
duced to vote the clause in thé mutiny act, 
under a promise that the Chelgéa bill should. 
contain the specific regulatiogs by which 
the principle of that clause shigild operate, 
So long as the Mutiny bill wageunder dis- 
cussion, the phantom of a billofail of regu- 
lations was danced before thefpeyes, and. 
they were led on by the expegtation of see~ 
ing it assume a perfect and-substantive ex- 
istence. But no sooner is thesmutiny act 
passed, than this delusion is,ewithdrawn ; 
and instead of specific regulations or provi- 
sions, the house is presented with a bill, 
which is in fact one great blank, or what is 
worse still, one undiscriminating enactment 
of unbounded confidente in his majesty’s 
ministers. And in the mean time, by this 
mode of proceeding, discussion is made im- 
possible, until the house have arrived at this - 
last stage ; and in this stage all explanation 
isdenied. ‘The bill, he has said, contained 
but one enactment; and even of that enact- 
ment the meaning was so equivocal, that 
while ministers denied that which his learned 
friend (Mr. Perceval) affixed to it, they re- 
fused to give any construction of their own. 
This was.the point to which he hoped and 
trusted the right honourable gentleman who 
spoke last would have addressed himself. 
He trusted that he would have thought it 
decent and respectful to the house, to re- 
move an ambiguity so perplexing and in- 


convenient; aad if he could not satisfy the, 


house that either of the alternatives in 
which the words might be understood, were 
such as the house ought to sanction, that he 
would at least have told them which of the 
two of his majestv’s ministers had in their 
contemplation. The bill promised on the 
part of the house of commons that they will 
make good the expence of whatever regu- 
lations his majesty may think proper to es- 
tablish. Taken by itself, it was obvious that 
this engagement went to pledge the house 
of commons to. an .unlimited-extent, and to 
put the. public purse wholly at thedisposal of 
his majesty’s. ministers. But to cure this 
construction, a notable expedient was re- 
2T 
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sorted to. A proviso was added to the 
promise to this effect, “*if parliament shall 
liave sanctioned the same.” How was 
this? If it was an effectual guard, it ‘totally 
destroyed. the efficacy of the engagement ; 
for to promise to pay, if at the tme when 
payment is demanded you shall think fit 
to pay, but not else, was equivalent to no 
promise at all. What was the object of any 
such previous engagement? The right 
hon. gent. (Mr. Windhamy bad said—“ 
curity to the soldier.”—-Well then; what 
was the nature of that security ? If the en- 
gement on the part of parliament was 
gar and unconditional, certainly the secu- 
rity was ample and unquestionabie. Par- 
liament engaged to make good whatever 
the executive government might promise. 
Certainly this was ample security to give 
to the soldier—but was it such as it was 
becoming to ask of parliament! On the 
éther hand, if the engagenient was not un- 
conditional, if by the proviso annexed to it, 
it was intended that the house of commons 


- 


_ should retain a full and free discussion to 


de exercised hereafter, whenever the par- 
ficularsof theexpence incurred came before 
them, then where, was the additional se- 
curity to'the soldier! By how much more 
was he secure of the regtlations in his 


favour being made good, by a pledge so} 


vague and unmeaning as this, that’ parlia- 
ment would make theni good, if tliey should. 
so think fit! In which of these two senses 
then he asked, did his majesty’s ministers 
mean to have their bill understood? Was 
it an unconditional pledge, fettering the 
futute discretion of the house of commons, 
or Was it a conditional promise, liable. to 
be fulfilled or not, according to future 
Circumstances, and ‘instead therefore of 
being a security, a mere trick and delu- 
sion upon the soldier? Neither of these 
senses were distinctly expressed by the 
bill, as it now stood; either of them 
might with equal fairness’ be 
ttibuted to it. Was it too ‘much’ to re- 
quire of his majesty’s preserit’ ministers, 
or any one of those who stood at the head 


~ 


BAe government, that they should have 


xgoodness and condescension, not’ to 
argue against such feeble and’ unworthy 
opponents, and to prove their own inten- 
tions to be right—that would be too’ much 
to expect from them—but merély to let 
the house of commons know what it’ was 
that they commanded them té enact—in 
what sense their bill was to be'tinderstood— 


' ip, what sense, if in any, they, in’ their 


gfcat wisdom, understood. it themselves 


1590, helen, Bille 
But instead of giving us. that reasonable sa- 
tisfaction, the right hon. pen rebuked those 
who required it at their hands, and charged 
them with the grossest inconsistency and 
contradiction in their arguments; “ be- 
cause, say they, your first objection to this 
plan was that it invaded the prerogative of 
the crown ; and now you are all alive for the 
privileges of the house of commons!” Sup. 
posing this were so, where was the contra- 
diction and inconsistency ? Was ita recom- 
mendation to any plan that it commits two 
faults instead of one? Was it an atonement 
and mitigation ? Was it not rather an ag- 
gravation ofits faultiness, that having set out 
with invading the natural province of the 
crown, it concludes with assigning over to 
the crown what is the natural province. of 
the house of commons? Was it inconsist- 
ent in those who detected and exposed the 
first of thesé faults, to apply themselves. 
with equal readjness to the conviction of 
the other, when brought under their view ? « 
It had been complained of, and with great 
truth, (und the complaint had been sup- 
ported which, if ill-founded, 
ought to have been refuted, but which: re- 
mained uncontradicted to this hour) that by. 
taking into the hands of the house ‘the de- 
tailed regulation of ihe military economy of 
the army, you invaded the province of the 
crown, and that to the extinction of which 
the crown alone was competent. It was 
now complained of with equal justice, that 
in executing that part of your system, to 
which the house of commons was eompe- 


tent, and which it was its peculiar right and: 


duty to administer the pecuniary part, you, 
by the bill now before the house, wholly. 
exclude the house of commons from any 
cognizance of the matter, and delegate the 
power of the purse, with an uncontrouled 
discretion to thé crown. The crown was 


to make the distribution, to’ settle the 


amount, and the house of commons had no-. 
thing to do but to find the means of meeting 
the expence. But no, said the right, hon. 
gent., the time will come when the house of 
commons will have the whole subject be- 
fore ‘them, when the regulations them- 
s¢lves' will be before them. Then, why not, 
wait till then, before they pass any bill upon, 
the subject? O! but it ‘was necessary to 
have something to hold out to the soldier ; 
some pledge on the part of parliament. So 
it was a pledge, then ! and if 4 pledge that. 
must be fulfilled, what became of. the’ dis- 
cretion of'the house of commons? The di- 


einina was inextricable, and’ the right hen. 
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cape from it, But, after all, why were not 
‘the regulations ready to be laid before par- 
‘Tiament now ? Was it possible that the right 
‘hon. gent. (Mr. Windham) who certainl 
had given his undivided attention to this 
plan ; for nothing else of any sort or kind 
he had done, or appeared to think he had 
to do; was it possible that after so man 
years consideration out of office, so muc 
‘mature reflection in office before he brought 
forward his plan at all, that after that plan 
‘had now been two months announceé to the 
house as perfected in all its parts, he was 
not now ready to bring forward the regula- 
‘tions, which after all were the vital part of 
“his whole system? It could not. be. He 
hhad them ready ; for he had framed the bill 
Originally with clauses to, detail them ; and 
pagar clauses they were; particularly 
hose which were to give his majesty, in 
compensation to be sure for those parts of 
his royal prerogative which were taken 
away from him, a prerogative which he ne- 
ver dreamt of exercising, an unlimited pow- 
er over the almanack. Days were to be 
‘weeks; weeks, months ; and months, years, 
at his command ; two years were to be one, 
and one year was tobe two. Such clauses 
there were; but what was become of them? 
Has the rt. hon. gent. altered his own mind 
2bout.them in the short time - that. has elaps- 
ed since he brought them in? And was he 
prepared to urge that whimsical variety and 
instability of judgment, that perpetual fluc- 
tuation of counsel, as a ground for the house 
of commons giving unbounded credit and 
confidence to what he might produce here- 
after? The whole of the argument, if argu- 
mentit might be called of the right hon. 
. gent. resolved itself simply into a claim of 
confidence on the part of administration, 
The house were to vote this bill, they were 
to take the pledge contained in it, in per- 
fect confidence that the ministers would ex- 
‘act nothing from them in consequence of 
that pledge, but what the house must a 
rove, when it should come to be submit- 
fed to their consideration. And the right 
hon. gent. who spoke last seemed to take it 
very ill that this confidence was withheld, 
nd the propriety of giving it questioned, 
y persons who, as he said, at the.outset of 
the present government had professed a de- 
| Sire to support them. For my own part, 
) » Said the right hon. gent., I have no pledge 
__ @F promise of that sort to account for: I 
‘have nothing to retract, or qualify, or ex- 
plain. I never offered any general profes- 
-Sions.of sypport. .1 never thought myself 
‘ealled upon to doso, Ihave given my 
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pinion freely, as a member of parliament, 
on the measures of the government, as they 
have been brought forward and sorry have 
I been to find, that scarcely one of the 
measurts which have originated with them 
has been such as I did not feel myself bound 
to oppose. And I quite concur in the opi- 
nion. expressed by my_ noble and learned 
friends (iord Castlereagh and Mr. Perceval) 
as to the general character both of the sys- 
tem of .the present ministers, and of the 
manner in which it has been carried into 
effect, and in which public business 
been conducted in this house, since this 
great administration came into office—that 
nothing can form a more ludicrous contrast 
than their promises and their, performance. 
Of one noble person. indeed, in the other 
house of parliament (lord Grenville), who 
forms a part of the administration, I have - 
once before had occasion to speak. -Per- 
haps it is to that occasion the right-hon. 
gent. alluded. I did. once say (it was 
early in the session, and before the mea- 
sures and system of the government had 
been; developed) that I was desirous of 
placing confidence in an administration of 
which he was the head. - My persopal con- 
fidence, my personal esteem and regard 
for that noble person, continue unim- 
paired: but to talk of him now~at the 
head of the government ; after all that we 
have heard, all that we have -geen, to con- 
sider him as the presiding and directing 
mind, is impossible. I am sorry for it; 
But 1 admit no claim for confidence arising 
from an expression which was applied to 
an individual, and which was founded on 
an error as to his weight and situation in 
the government. In his colleagues I nei- 
ther have, nor ever professed to have, the 
confidence which they now demand; and 
by my vote of this night I shall certainly 
refuse to give it to them. 

The Attorney General spoke in support of 
the bill, and said it was one that ought to 
be considered, not as distinct from, but 
part passu with the mutiny bill; and that 
the provisions of both stood equally pledged 
upon the faith of parliament and the dis- ' 
cretion..of his majesty. | 

Mr. Rose considered this the only expla- — 
nation given as yet. He, complained of 


the enormous and unnecessary, expence in 
which this measure would involve the coun- 
try, and concluded by expressing his con- 
viction that a noble lord, whom he had hi- 
therto been taught to consider as the head 
of his majesty’s councils (lurd Grenville) 
had no hand whatever in concerting these 


: 

; 

J 

j 

| 
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“ministers of this house, as at the hea 


measures. He had always heard that noble 
ord’ alluded to by his majesty’s 
of his 
majesty’s present government; but he now 
found there really was’no ostensible minis- 
‘ter in that department but the right hon. 
"gent. (Mr. Fox). For the noble lord (Gren- 
ville) and his consummate talents and ...,0 
Character, his own esteem never sustain- 
ed the smallest abatement; but as to his 
colleagues, he was quite sure that the whole 


_ history of parliament never presented such 
period of ministerial: imbecillity, ineffici- 


ency, and confusion, as since his majesty’s 
present administration was formed. 
* Lord Temple rose with much warmth, 
and expressed his ufter indifference as to 
what opinion the right honourable gentle- 
man or his friends might form of the talents 
of himself, or those with whom he had the 
Honour to act; but he could now assure 
that right hon. gent. that he spoke the lan- 
guage and sentiments of ‘his noble relation 
(lord Grenville), when he stated that he 
thanked no man for compliments paid to 
him at the expence of his colleagues.—Af- 
ter a few words from Dr. Laurence, in sup- 
oo of the bill, the house divided, Ayes 65 ; 
oes 30; Majority for the bill 35, The 
bill was then read a third time, passed, and 
ordered to the Lords. Adjourned. 


‘HOUSE OF LORDS. 

“Friday, Junz 13. 
[Mrinutes.] In the appeal Seymour v. 
the carl of Euston and lord Henry Seymour, 
Mr. Richards was heard for the respond- 
ents, after which the further considcration 
of it was postponed till the next day.—The 
royal assent was given by commission to 
the Property. Duty bill, the Irish Sugar bill, 
the Irish Stamp Duties bill, the Irish Addi- 
tional Force Repeal bill, and several pri- 
vate bills. The commissioners were the 
lord Chancellor, lord Walsingham, and lord 
Auckland.—Lord H.Petty, and several other 
members of the house of commons, brought 


up a message, stating that the house of com- 


mons requested a conference with their 
lordships, on a ‘subject in which the repu- 
tation of the country, and the interests of 
humanity, justice, and sound policy, were 
deeply concerned. The house agreed to a 
conterence presently in’ the painted, cham- 
ber, of which the messengers from the com- 
mons being called in, were informed. A 
cominittee was appointed to manage the 
conference.—The house being informed 
that the commons waited the conference in 
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the painted chamber, the committee ap- 
pointed to manage it, consisting of the duke 
of Norfolk, earls of Radnor and Romney, 
lord Falmouth, the bishop of St. Aah 
lords Holland, Keith, ‘Dundas, Ellen 
rough and Lauderdale, went forth to the 
painted chamber. Shortly afterwards they 
returned ; when the duke of Norfolk re- 
ported that the commonshad communicated | 
to them a certain resolution relative to the 
Abolition of the Slave Trade. 

[Mutiny Bitt.] The order being read, 
for going into a committee on the above 
bill, the house resolved itself into the same 
accordingly, lord Walsingham in the chair, 
— After a short previous conversation, of an 
explanatory nature, between the earls of 
Westinoreland and Spencer, as to the regular 
mode of discussing the provision or enact- 
ment of the bill, which it appeared was in 
one of the schedules, 

The Earl of Westmoreland rose, and in a 
speech of considerable length, expressed his 
objections to the clause alluded to. Hecon- 
tended that it was an invasion of the royal 
prerogative, inasmuch as, it prescribed the 
exact term for which men should be en- 
listed to serve in, the army, and precluded 
his majesty from enlisting men upon any 
other condition. This was an abridgement 
of the power and an infringement of the 
prerogative of the crown, by taking from the 
king that power over the army which had 
hitherto been constitutionally vested in the 
crown. A measure too which went to 
change the whole constitution of the army, 
was introduced in the shape of a clause in 
the Mutiny bill, thus leaving that house no 
choice bat between the dangerous nature of 
the experiment attempted to be tried, and 
the inconveniencies which would result 
from the disorganization of the army in con-. 
sequence of not passing the Mutiny bill. 
Thus also would his majesty be called upon — 
to sacrifice a material portion of his power 
and his prerogative, because it would be said 
that the Mutiny bill must be passed or else 
the army could not be kept together. Those 
who on a former occasion advised his majes- 
ty not to give his assent to a bill which went 
to abridge the king’s prerogative, but the 
refusal to sanction which only left things as. 
they were, could not now say that no other 


consequence would result than leaving things ._,_ 
as they were, they might say, your ministers 


have made a bill different to that which ~ 
your majesty ordered to be brought in, but » 
a Mutiny bill must be sanctioned or the army 

Spencer spoke to ‘order. The noble 
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earl had, he said, no right to state, that his 
majesty had ordered a Bill to be brought in. 

The Earl of Westmoreland proceeded. 
The present measure was, he said, of the 
same character with those before proposed 
by an administration, in which it was said so 
much of the talent and ability of the country 
wasconcentrated. Tojudge oftheir measures 
ex pede Herculem, it was Hercules with 
his club, acting the part of a destroyer, and 
not as a renovator; former measures were 
done away and destroyed, but where were 
the substitutes? He professed the highest 
respect for the noble lord at the head of his 
majesty’s government, for his ability, his in- 
tegrity, and his anxious desire to serve his 
country. For the head of the administration 
he had the highest respect, but he did not 
like the stern of it; he did not like the prin- 


~ ciples of the stern; he feared their opera- 


tion. With respect to the measure which 
was more immediately the subject of delibe- 
ration in the committee, wonderful effects, 
it had been predicted, would be produced 
by its operation. It had been said in other 
laces, that the condition of the army would 
improved, its strength increased, that 
bounties would decrease, and.desertions be 
diminished. He did not believe that any 
such benefits would result from the measure. 
How was it possible, that under the proposed 
regulations relative to limited service, the 
army could be kept up? Taking the whole 
number of the army at 200,000 men, en- 
listed for limited service, as proposed, at the 
end of 7 years, and every year afterwards a 
seventh part of that number must be dis- 
charged, amounting to about 28,000 men; 
this, added to the waste of men in the course 
of a year, amounting to about 12,000, would 
make up the number of 40,000 men to be 
recruited every year, and how was it possible 
to raise such a number of men in this coun- 
try in the course of one year? He was tho- 
roughly convinced that the army could not 
bélkept up in that manner without having 
recourse to a military conscription, or some 
compulsory measure of that description. 
Such a measure as that now proposed would, 
besides, give rise to a system of continual re- 
cruiting, drunkenness, and canvas for the pur- 
pose of inducing men whose terms were near 
expiring to enlist again. He begged pardon 
for trespassing so long upon the committee 
and preventing the noble master general of 
the ordnance (ld. Moira) from rising, who he 
was sure would oppose this measure andwould 
tell the'r lordships that by the effect of this 
measure theartiiery would be destroyed; who 
would tell thern that men in that corps, from 
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the experience they gained in the course of 
7 years of service, became expert engineers, 
and were capable of obtaining great emolu- 


therefore stay a moment longer than the ex- 
piration of the first term of service. That 
noble lord would therefore doubtless tell the 
committee, that under the operation of such 
a measure the artillery could not be kept up, 
What, likewise, would be the effect upon our 
colonial service ? “Was he to understand 
that in the West Indies, after giving 701. or 
801. for slaves to form black regiments, that 
those persons, after their terms of service 
had expired, were to be thrown loose upon 
society, and under the measure now proposed, 
his majesty would not have the power to re- 
tain them? How, also, would it affect the 
troops sent out to our colonies? Jt woyld 
be impossible for the commanders to ascer- 
tain with any precision the number of men 


they might send for a number of men in- 


terms of service were longer, might be car- 
ried off by disease. 


would hesitate to go to a distant clime on 
any emergency. Another objection also 
arose from the effect which such a measure 
would have upon the army as already cons 
stituted. Men whose services were for life 


by their side whose terms of service were 
continually expiring, and who were thus en- 
abled to return to their families. These ob- 
jections pressed forcibly on his mind, and 
operated directly against this measure, which 


and he trusted the modern Alexanders would, 
pay some respect to the plans of Philip. He 
concluded by moving to leave out alk the 


tation of service, 
Earl Spencer said, he wished to state shortly 


service. He thought, in. reasoning uf 

this subject, that it was impossible to’ draw 
any other conclusion, than that men would 
be much more readily induced to enlist into 
the army for*7 or for 10 years, with the 
prospect of being enabled to return to their 
families at the expiration of that period, 
crowned with laurels, and enjoying those 
benefits which this measure held outdo them, 
t than to enlist for life, and of course without 


stead of those whose terms were near expir-- 
ing, whilst in the mean time those whose” 
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ment in various ways, and who would not © 


it would be necessary continually to replace; » 


The regiments also, 
whose terms of service were near expiring, 


could scarcely see without jealousy others | 


had been rejected after mature deliberation - 
by his right hon. friend deceased (Mr. Pitt}, | 
who was then at the head of administration; . 


words of the oath which contained the. limi- i 


to their lordships the reasons which induced. 
him to support the proposed plan of limited 
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usion drawn from experience and obser- 
yation of human nature. The relations and 
friends of those inclined to enlist would be- 
sides rather encourage, or at least not throw 
obstacles in ihe way of such an inclination 
as they were disposed to do under the pre- 
Sent system, where the man was taken from 
them for life. The operation of this prin- 
ciple would, he thought, continue to fill the 
yanks of the army in succession, as the terms 


ch 


_ of service of others expired, and would in- 


duce many of a better class to enlist where 
there was a certainty of their being enabled 
to return to the bosom of their families, or 
‘resort to other occupations, at the re 
of a certain fixed period. The noble lord 

d argued as if it would become impossible 

the present measure was carried into effect, 
to have men for a longer period of service; 


_ but surely there was in this case no obstacle, 


the man enlisted for the first term of service 
might again‘enlist for the next term, and con- 
tinue to engage himself for the remainder of 
is life, The noble lord, in the beginning 
of his speech, had argued, that this measure 
was an invasion of the king’s prerogative. 
It was certainly true that the power of the 
sword, as it was called, rested with the king ; 
but it unquestionably belonged to parliament 
to limit. that power. There were acts of 
parliament on the statute book which actu- 
ally prescribed the exact term for which 
Certain troops therein mentioned should be 
faised, and beyond which there was no 
power to retain them. This was the case 

two acts, one of the 18th Geo. I. and 
the other the 29th Geo. II. in the latter of 
which a certain force was to be raised for 
5 years; ahd it was remarkable that the 
year in which this was done, 1756, was the 
rst year of the ‘seven-years war, and that 
ve years consequently expired before 
the termination of that war, yet no refereiice 
was made td that Circumstance. Many 
Other acts might be quoted, most of ‘which 
be in their lordships’ .récollection, and 


therefore he would not state them, the. ob- 
ct of which was to raise troops for limited 
“service. ‘Tt had therefore been. the 
practice of parliament to limit, in .this re- 
spect, the ‘prerogative of the crown, and 
othing mére was attempted in the princi- 
le of this meastire than what. had been done 
efore by parliament upon various oecasions. 
He was clearly of opinion that this measure 
ould operate to decrease the bounties and 
Yoninish desertion.’ Men would be induced 
fo enlist for a certain and fixed term, and 
that not .a“lonz one, for’ a ‘much ‘less sum 
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than when the enlistment was for life; and 
as to desertion there would certainly be less 
temptation to desert when the soldier was 
sure of returning to his family at the ex i 
ration of that period; and when, besides 
that, in case of desertion, he would lose all 
the benefits which otherwise would attach, 
if he conducted himself well during his pe- 
riod of service. As to expence, he did not 
think there was any objection, as he had no 
idea that the expence of raising men in the 
manner proposed could be nearly so great 
as the mode of raising them at present fol- 
lowed, whilst at the same time there was 
every reason to believe, that the vacancies 
occasioned by the expiration of the terms 
of service would be easily filled up from the 
operation of those principles in the minds of 
men which were always operative, and which 
would meet with a stimulus from. the effect 
of the measure now, proposed. As to the 
noble lord’s observatiéns upon his majesty’s 
ministers, he should merely say, that he con- 
tributed his humble abilities to the service 
of his country, in conjunction with those 
with whom he had:the honour to act, and 
whom, he was confident, were only actuated 
by an anxious zealsto promote the welfare 
and happiness of their country. 

Lord Boringdon argued against the claus 
on tke ground of its being unnecessary, ang 
not Called for by the state of the army. 

any rate, he thought that the measure ought 
rather to have originated as a boon from his 
majesty, in which case it might have been 
first tried upon a small scale, than to be at 
once extended to the whole constitution of 
the army. The measure also appeared to 
him defective, inasmuich as there was no pro- 
vision made for -these who, by being dis- 
banded.at the coticlusion of a war, were pre- 
cluded from serving the whole of their term 
of Scfvice ; and he thought it was a little too 
much to say that they were to pass this mea- 
sire, and leave it to ministers to bring other 
measures forward afterwards to correct its 
defects. 

- The Earl of Carnarvon deprecated the 
doctrine which had been attempted to be set 
up, of the power of the sword vesting in the 
crown without the controul of parliament. 
The command of the army undoubtedly 
vested in the crown, but the limitation of 
}the military force of the kingdom unques- 
tionably remained with parliament. He 
considered the present measure as tendin 
materially to improve the condition of the 
|army, and not liable to any of those objec- 
tions which had been raised against it. 


The Duke of Montrose opposed the clause, 
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by. this means would be incalculable. 
_Earl Grosdenor said, that the plans hitherto. 
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as limiting the exercise of the royal prero- 
gative. ¢ conceived that it would ope- 
fate as a bounty to indice men to leave the 
regiment to which they belonged, at the ex- 
oF their term of service, since by 
loing so, they might be entitled to as large 


_ a bounty as they had at first received, by en- 
- tering into another regiment. He contend- 


éd, that, in the present state of sogiety, a 
better description of men would Oty in: con- 
sequence of limited service, be induced to 
énter the army. 

~The Duke of Gloucester warmly support- 
éd the measure. Many officers of eminence, 
and reputation with whom he bad conversed, 


" in those counties in which he had,travelled, 
_ had given their opinions decidedly in favour 


of limited service, which they considered as 


productive of the most beneficial consequen- 


ces to an army. He was also decidedly of 
the same opinion, and he considered such a 
mode’ of enlistment as. peculiarly congenial 


to this couritry, where freedom was the birth- 


right of its inhabitants, where the love of 
freedom animated them in all their contests 
and inspirited all their exertions. _Nothin 

was more clearly>conviucing to his 
than that enlistment fixed term of 
years, as proposed in the: present measure, 
would operate as a strong inducement to 
many who would not otherwise venture to 
enlist; and when they returned to their 
homes and related the battles in which they 
had been engaged, the glorigs which had 
been achieved, the laurels. they had won, 
and the benefits they had received, it would 
be a still stronger inducement for their 
younger relatives to enter into a service 
where’ they had the same prospects of ho- 
nour and reward, and returning in the same 
inanner to their families. _ If only ten men 
in a regiment returned in this way to their 
families, the benefit to the army. produced 


tried had. failed effectually to. recruit the 
army. It was therefore necessary to resort 
to some new means of effecting, that desir- 
able object, and upon this principle lie sup- 
ported the present measure, which seemed 
to. promise the accomplishment of a_pur- 
pose so much.wished for. . 

_ Earl Camden opposed the measure, and 
warmly supported the amendment. 

.. The Earl of Limerick eontended, that our 


Golonial service was peculiar. 
i the sol- 


with ‘limited service,‘ since. before 


dir became ‘seasoried to. the, climate, he. 


might become, entitled fo. his discharge ; 


apd. thus our colonies might be,perpetually,| 
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supplied .with raw soldiers, to whom the 
climate, was petuliarly fatal. From his own 
experience he had ‘found, that. were ahigher 
description of persons: to enter the army, it 
would not contribute. to its subordination 
and discipline. He had found, that those 
who could read and write were often the 
most troublesome, and most inclined to fac 


tion... Besides, it was not: to. be. su 
that. those who had enjoyed f 
life would ‘readily, submit, without murmurs 
ing, and discontent, to: those privations to 
Ww gp the soldier must necessarily be exs 
Lord King observed, that it was not wish« 
ed to introdyce.a higher class of mem into 
the army, but only the more considerate 
of that class, who now en- 
tered it as soldiers. This would add both - 
to the numbers and discipline of the army. - 
The Earl. of Buckinghamshire supported 
the, bill in its present. shape, which, in 


fact, he thought:no ‘more militated against 


the royal prerogative, than any of the Mus 
tiny bills their lordships were in the habit 
| Lord Hardwicke opposed it, and noticed 
the slight effects produced by limited service 
during. the American war, as a proof. that 
little was. to be expected from this new 
system. 

Lord Rosslyn thought, that the only way. 
of rendering unnecessary the present high 
bounties, and of removing, the odium uns 
der which. the military life. so generally la- 
boured, was by ameliorating the condition of 
the soldier, and this the present clause was 
‘eminently. calculated to, promote. High, 
bounties were one great.cause of the deser. 
tions which had: so much prevailed of late, 
and if the cansé were removed, which could, 
only be done by:some measure similar to 
the present, the effect would cease of course,. 
At present, nothing but the event. of his. 
‘being disabled, could give the soldier the, 
hope of retirement ; and it was not to be: 
expected, that considerate men, or indeed, 
‘any, but-the. thoughtless, or those driven 
by. necessity, would prefer being tied up. 
for life, to limited service. As to canvassi 
between the officer and soldier, he was cone, 
fident, that British officers would never de. 
grade themselves by pertnitting any relaxa-| 
‘tion of discipline, to induce. their men ta, 
continue in, the service... They were cons: 
vinced,?#hat, the attachment of the soldier’ 
could. only be: gained by. fair and: liberal. 


Heonduct, and by: the strict and impartial 
ercise of discipline, 


Lord Hawkesbury declared, that. notwith_ 
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standing all he had heard fromthe noble earl 
who, had spoken last, and the other noble 
lords who preceded him, (and the opinions 
of some of them ‘he knew were entitled to 
considerable weight) notwithstanding all the 
-arguments which he had heard so ably ad- 
vanced, in support of the system which was 
to be founded on 2 clause in the bill 
now before their lordsiips, he had not 
heard reasons stated, which were capable 
of effacing from his mind the impression 
which it had previously received, namely, 
that this was, in its very essence, a most 
dangerous, and might possibly be in its 
consequences, an almost ruinous system. 
Artillery, cavalry, and infantry, foreigners 
and native subjects, white men and blacks 
were all to be disbanded at the expiration of 
the term of seven years. He was well aware 
that it was utterly impossible that any thing 

ea general discharge could take place at 
aity given time; but then it was within the 
_ Kine of probability that great numbers would 
have completed their term of service nearly 
at the same time, and must necessarily be 
discharged just at the eve of the breaking 
out of a war. This would be such a case 
as would most seriously affect the interest 
(though he would always place the utmost 
confidence in the loyalty and bravery) of 
the nation, yet it was pessible that the oc- 
currence of such an event might endanger 
the safety of the country. It was wise and 
politic for statesmen to be’ guarded at all 
times against even a distant possibility of 
such danger, and he conceived it to be un- 
‘wise and impolitic in ministers to make 
sich an innovation on our military system 
a8 this was, during a period of war. The 


‘manner he thought peculiarly liable to cen- 


sure, ‘as by the system being introduced in 
the form of a clause in the Mutiny bill, 
which was within ten days of expiring, 
their lordships must either agree to this 
er or subject themselves to the painful 

feeling that they had left the state without a 
mutiny bill at a period of, war. 

“Lord Holland observed, that after the 
able and elegant speech which had been 
thade in favour of the measure by the illus- 
trious person whom‘he had in his eye (the 
duke of Gloucester), a spéech which must 
have made ai indelible impression on the 
minds of all who heard it, he was surprised 
that the noble lords on the other side should 


have persisted ‘in their objections.” He then 


_ advérted to the necessity of increasing our 
army,: in opposition to a noble lord who had 
gaid that our disposable ‘force was already 

greatenough. In order tg attain this ob- 
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ject, we must now have’ recourse toa mea. 
sure simple in itself, but likely to be most 
powerful in its effects, after all the nostrums 
which had been tried and had failed. This 
country ought to have more than its mone 
to depend upon in order to secure it from 
danger, and to maintain its respectability, 
The effects of ‘subsidies had already been 
seen. It had been said that this country was 
now in the zenith of its glory. It might be 
so, perhaps, for it was one of the effects of 
a burning sun to have no shadow, and cer. 
tainly our sun had lately left no shadow of 
glory’ to those upon whom it had lately 
shone. A noble lord had compared our vo... 
lunteers, for whom he certainly had the 
respect, to the Macedonian’s pha. 
anx. The comparison was not a happy 
one, but we had undoubtedly lately follow- 
ed the system of Philip, and depended 
more on our gold than on the force of our 
arms. There was this difference, however, 
that his gold led to’ victory, ours to defeat, 
He denied that this‘was any infringement of 
the prerogative, which no one could be 


‘more anxious to defend than he would be, 


because he thought that its security was ne- 
cessary for the safety of the liberties of the 
people. It had’ been said by some noble: 
lords, that the present ministers had got into 
the Elysium, tor: which they had long been 
anxious, and that they could not conduct 
themselves with moderation. The noble 
lords on the other side were in the seats of 
sorrow and suffering ; but they were not, it 
appeared, without some consolation, for one 
of them had hinted a sort of hope that mi- 
nisters might do something which would re- 
store him to his fields again. When his 
friends therefore should be disposed to so- 
licit his favour, he might, perhaps, console 
them as Falstaff did justice Shallow, when 
in great anxiety about his thousand pounds 
—* Trust me, Master Shallow, I shall be 
sent for anon.” But as those who were in. 
Elysium were said to be employed in the 
same pursuits which engaged their attention 
while alive, so ministers followed the same 
course which they had recommended when 
their recommendation had not such a good » 
chance of being attended to. He defended 

the measure on the grounds of ifs humani- 
ty, as it would almost remove ‘the templa- 


‘tion to desertion, and the punishments con- 


sequent upon it. It would improve the 
character of the army, and spread a great 
number of veterans over the country, who 
would be of the gr atest service in case of 
its being the seat of war. It was nota mere. 
speculative theory, for the thing had been 
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tried and found, effectual in other countries. 
Astothe colonial service, he mentioned that 
in the Spanish army, those only who en- 
listed for a limited period were sent to the 
colonies. He concluded by expressing his 
conviction that this measure would produce 
the most essential advantages. 

. The Earl of Moira, in allusion to what had 
fallen from a noble earl (Westmoreland) 
early in the debate, begged to express his 
thanks to the nobie earl for the speech he had 


_ been so good as to make for him, as ex- 


essive of the terrors he was supposed to 
Peal for the ruin of the artillery corps from 
this measure. He really did not recollect 
that he had ever entertained any such sen- 


'- fiments, and he trusted noble lords would 


do him the justice to believe the language 
was nothis, . He really had no such ter- 
fors ; and so far was he from having cause 

feel such apprehensions, that he was con- 
Vinced_ nothing .would:be a greater punjsh- 
Ment artillery-map,,.(han to dismiss him 


- from the service, and.deprive him of the 


many advantageous, prospects of preferment 
i inlisted for the 
artillery service, were, turned over to the 
battalions as they attained proper size, and 
were of course e. The term 
of 12 years limitation could only operate 


* on those who enlisted hereafter, and could 


have no effect for 12 years to come; and 
with respect to the general term of limited 
enlistment, he would read a letter to their 
lordships from experienced and practical, 
not from speculative authority, from a 
general officer now in our service, but for- 


_ merly, and for 20 years, in the service of 


the nation in Europe most analogous to our 
own, namely, that of Holland. This letter 


stated, that during 20 years of that officer’s 


service, there were 72 battalions of the 
Dutch army, serving both at home and in 
their distant colonies, in which it was the 
uniform practice to enlist the men for limi- 
ted periods of 3, 6, and 9 years, without 
any other stipulations than that their dis- 
charges should only be demanded in the 
month of October, or at the end of a cam- 
paiga, consequently during a war; and 


that no inconvenience whatever had arisen 


from the usage. He then adverted to the 
wonderful eifects which the seats on the 
opposite side seemed to have had on some of 
the noble lords, when they produced senti- 
ments and feelings so unusual. As to the 
point of the prerogative, that had been so 
clearly treated by the illustrious person near 
him ithe duke of Gloucester), that it was 
scarcely necessary. to say thing further 
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about it. He expressed his satisfaction at 
having heard from a person of his high rank, 
a speech which displayed such a truly 
British, spirit ; a spirit which he hoped this 
measure would spread over the country. 
A noble lord had rather indiscreetly hinted 
that. a certain personage ought to have 
those about him who would be anxious to 
preserve the prerogativeunimpaired—he said, 
rather indiscreetly, because the hint almost 
entirely destroyed the merit which he might 
have otherwise claimed for his zeal for the 
prerogative. As to the military opinions of 
officers, he thought that it would not have 
been proper.to have produced them, for it 
would be natural for other officers to ask, 
Who were the favoured few who were thus 
consulted and whose opinions were to. re- 
gulate the army? But in measures of this 
sort, officers ougit not to be taught that 
their opinions were to guide the conduct 
of government or that of parliament. The 
distinctive character of soldiers ought al 
ways to be preserved. They ought always 
to be taught to keep in mind that they were 
the instruments to execute, and not. the 
springs to set in. motion. If you invited 
them often to that house, you would find 
that they would at last come without be: 

invited. They would first come by peti- 
tion and then by remonstrance. He con- 
cluded by stating the necessity of having 
a larger regular army than we had ever 
had before, and by expressing his convie- 
tion that in order to secure this desirable 
object the present plan was the only one 
which offered even a chance of success. 

Lord Mulgrave expressed his astonish- 
ment at the opinion expressed by the noble 
lord, who was himself a soldier, and of just- 
ly high character, as to what might be the 
consequence to, or the disposition excited 
in the minds of inilitary men, by being call- 
ed to give their evidence at their lordships’ 
bar; and he totally denied the justice of 
the inference. With respect to the bill, he 
was a friend to its principle, but feared it 
would be ineflicacious, and ought only to 
be tried partially as an experiment. 

Lord Grenville rose with the sincerest 
satisfaction to recommend most earnestly to 
their lordships the adoption of a measure of 
which, for many years past, he hz-1 enter- 
tained the most perfect conviction, that it 
was tlie only measure likely to become per- 
manently efficacious in keeping up the ne- 
cessary force of the country, under the un- 
fortunate necessity that of late years had 
been imposed upon the countries of Europe, 
of keeping up large armies; and as most 
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congenial to the spirit and feelings of Eng- 
lishmen. It had been-asked early in the 
debate, what statesman with a statesman’s 
mind, had ever. proposed to any country 
such a measure for adoption? He would 
declare: the statesman on whose authority 
he would offer the measure. was that 
consummate statesman (Mr. Pitt) whose ir- 
reparabie loss the country so recently had 
to deplore. — It was from him that he had 
learned the prinziple. It was one which he 
knew occupied his great mind, and was de- 
cisive in his opinion for very many years. 
"Phere was not a single argument that had 
been offered against the bill in the course 
of this debate, that had not been urged by 
himself against the principle to that great 
statesman, in repeated discussions between 
‘them on this subject, and that was nol ably 
and convincingly answered by his right hon. 
‘aud lamented friend. He had considered, 
with the most mature deliberation, the sub- 
ject'over and over again, and the more he 
considered it, the more thoroughly was’ he 
convinced of its propriety. As to the mea- 
sure being an invasion of the royal prero- 
gative, he was astonished to hear it asserted, 
particularly by those who had had so much 
sharé in the military measures of the last 
four years. Could it be pretended that any 
army which was to be maintained in this 
country could be maintained, independently 
of parliamentary sanction aud controul! 
The king incontestibly and by the first prin- 
ciples of the constitution possessed the com- 
mand of every species of military force ; 
but that force was subject to the regulations 
of pay, controul, &c. which parliament di- 
rected. Nay, after we had seen that the 
very regulations as to limited service had 
been adopted as to what constituted pecu- 
liarly our home defence, would it be pre- 
tended that it was unconstitutional that the 
regular army, that which night: be employ- 
ed abroad, should be enlisted on terms 
- which had been sanctioned in the other? It 
was in vain therefore to say, that this was 
au invasion of the royal prerogative, and hos- 
tile to the constitution. Indeed, after the 
able and convincing speech of an illustrious 
person (the duke of Gloucester) that night, 
it was clear what were the sentiments enter- 
tained by every branch of the family oa the 
throne ou this point. Never since ihat il- 
lustrious house sat on the throne had any 
pretention been countenanced of an army 
not subject to parliamentary controul.— His 
lordship then entered into a consideration 
of several of the objections, particularly as 
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to the expence of the plan. | He argued: 
that-it might be assumed as a doctrine, that 
of the persons surviving at the different pe- 
riods when their services expired, one ‘half ° 
would re-enlist.. Of) 120,000'men at the 
average casualty of one in ‘twelve, 16,000 
men a year were necessary; which would 
be 200, 0001, caleulating that one half re-en- 
listed, there would only be 16,000 wanted’ 
a year, and that not il the expiration of 
15 years, and tle additional part of the ex- 
pence could not occur in full extent till after 
30, so that the whole benefit was obtained 
before the expence of recruiting cominenced, 
Thus, instead of two or three millions, the 
expence of recruiting wowd not be ‘above 
200,0001. at first, or afterwards 300,060L, 
at 201. a man. As to the expence of fature 
provision, it was grossly exaggerated,’ and 
if there was any addition of expence, it wag 
a fuir remuneration to the veteran, which, 
in consideration of the expence of living, 
&c. would, itdependently of this measure, 
have been fairly due. In a constitutional © 
view too, the measure was highly advanta- 
geous as giving the soldier new motives of 
attachment to the civil Jiberties of the coun- 
try, to which he would always look with a 
consciousiess that they were his. The. pe- 
culiar advantage of this measure, too, was, . 
that it was clear, short, and intelligible. The 
people of this country could not mistake it, 
It would teach them, by a sort of intuitive 
knowledge, that a soldier was not placed 
for life in a situation different from the rest 
of the community,, but that after having 
served his country, he was at-liberty to re- 
enter the civil state if he pleased. The © 
measure required no lawyer,to explain it; 
it demanded no recruiting officer to catechise 
parish officers. It called upon no secretary 
of state to read voluminous lectures on acts 
of parliament; but would impress itself on 
the feelings of the people at large, and while 
it increased the numbers of the army, would 
preserve and increase its constitutional spirit. 
His lordship concluded by expressing his 
strongest approbation of the’ measure as 
simple, constitutional and efficient —The 
Committee then divided on the clause: For 
it 91: Against it 34. Majority 57.—The 
house was then resumed, the report received 
and agreed to, and the bill ordered to be 
read-a third time on Monday. ot 
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[Minures.] Sir T. Metcalfe brought 

-up a bill for incorporating the Globe In- 
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surance Company. After a few words from 
Mr. Prinsep, sir W. Curtis, and Mr. Shaw 
Lefevre, the debate on the first reading was 
postponed to Tuesday next.—Lord H. Petty, 
from the bar of the house, declared that 
he ‘had to report that the lords had agreed 
toa conference with the Commons, on the | 
subject of the abolition of the Slave Trade, 
and that they had appointed the same to 
-take place immediately in the Painted 
Chamber. A Commiitee was instantly se- 
lected, who proceeded to the conference. 
On their retura id. H. Petty reported to the 
house that the committee had communicat- 
ed to the Lords the resolution of the House 
of Commons on Tuesday last, and that they 
had left a copy of the same with their 
Lordships.—Mr. Fuller brought up a bill 
for the erection of a jetty or jetties in the 
port of Brighthelmstone ;_ which was read 
a first time.—On the motion of Mr. Wick- 
ham, an humble address was ordered to be 


presented to his majesty, that he would be | 
graciously pleased to cause a copy of the | 
articles of the treaty between his majesty | 
and the elecior of Bavaria, in the year 1800, 
by which it was stipulated that commissaries 
should reside on the part of Great Britain, 
with the subsidiary corps; also, a variety 
of papers tending to shew the instructions 
_given to the said commissaries, and the opi- 
nion of the commissioners of the treasury 
thereon.—On the motion of Mr. Grant 
there were ordered to be laid before the 
house a copy of the report of the committee 
of the court of directors, on the subject of 
the Carnatic Debts, &c. and various letters 
relative thereto. —Mr. Fox brought up a bill 
to prevent ships from clearing out for the 
African Slave ‘Trade, that. had not hitherto 
been employed in the same trade; which 
was read a first time.—SirJ.Sinclair brought 
up the report of the committee on the 
Broad Wheeled Carriage act, which was 
ordered to be printed.—Sir J. Newport ob- 
tained leave to bring in a bill to amend the 
Election Laws of Ireland, and a bill for the 
better regulation and collection of the Duties | 
on Spirituous Liquors distilled in Ireland. 
Accounts BiLt.] Lord | 
Henry Petty moved the order of the day 
for the house to go into a committee on the - 
West Iudia Accounts bill, which being read, — 
his lordship said, that before he moved that 
the Speaker do leave the chair, he wished 
to. make afew observations respecting the 
objects of the: billj:by way of obviating the 
objections ilirown. out against it on a tor- 
mer Bight by the right hou. gent. opposite 


(Mr. Rose). He then stated, that in the 
year 1800 ‘and 1801, commissioners were 
sent out to the West Indies, for the purpose 
of investigating and auditing the public ac~ 
counts in ihe different islands; that they 
proceeded in the execution of the trust re- 
posed in them, but found the accounts so 
complicated, and .so much mixed with ac- 
counts kept in England, that they could not 
proceed with any effect, and were therefore 
under the necessity of sending home one 
of their number, (Mr. Bearcroft) to com- 
municate their difficulties to the treasury, 
at the risk of the commissioners on the 
islands being at an entire stand. Mr. Bear- 
croft arrived in England in 1 $04, and in the 
course of that and the year 1805, took ex- 
aininations of the aceounts in England, for 
the purpose of dectecting the various frauds 
that had been committed. It was, however, 
found, in consequence of these examinations, 
that none of the authors of the abuses in 
the West Indies could be called to an ac- 
count with any effect. The principal object 


of the present bill was to exa:aine into the. 


former powers, and to give the commis- 


sioners more extensive ones, And in order — 


to obviate the inconveniencies and diffi- 
culties which had antecedeatly occurred, so 
as to frustrate the intention of the legisla- 
ture, and all the efforts of the commis- 
sioners, who had been obliged to send home. 
one of ther members, there were other 
provisions in the bill, to form a new board, 
one part of which shall reside in the- West 
Indies, and the other in England, which 
two boards shall continually correspond: 
with each other, and communicate such 
difficulties in the West Indies, as cannot be 
cleared up without communications from 
home. ‘Thus, the two boards would be 
enabled to make continual progress in the 
investigation and auditing of the accounts. 
No time would be lost, as had been the 
ease in sending home Mr. Bearcroft; the 
commissioners would, on the contrary, be 
efficient; and how the right hon. gent. could’ 
call ita simecure, he was at a loss to account 
for. There was also a clause in the bill, 
empowering the treasury to appoint clerks 
and secretafies, but not cominissioners, 23° 


had been stated by the right hon. gent. As 


to the patronage alluded to by the right: 
hon. gent. there was a considerable diiliculty 
in procuring proper persons to accept of 
these places, which would compel them to’ 
go to’the West Indies. » As tothe point of 
salaries, he thought these ought to‘ be fixed, 
and paid regularly. Healso obviated the: 
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objection, as to the commissary acting with 
the commission, by stating that this com- 
missary was not a public accountant, but a 
comptroller of accounts. He considered 
Ahis bill ‘as in every point of view of the 
most essential importance. 

Mr. Rose said, the noble lord could not 
be more desirous to have the abuses in the 
West Indies inquired into and redressed, 
than he was, ‘The circumstance of Mr. 
~ Bearcroft, the gentleman alluded to, having 
returned home, and been useful to the 
auditors, he thought afforded no competent 
reason for making the public incur the 
enormous expence of aditional appoint- 
ments, even before the exertions of the 
former commissioners had been fully tried. 
He was inchned to ascribe much of the 
motive for introducing such a bill (which 
appeared io him entirely unnecessary) to a 
violent desire for patronage in his majesty’s 
present ministers. There was no instance 
in the annals of parliament of the com- 
missioners of the treasury having the power 
to appoint a. secretary with powers so ex- 


tensive under a warrant of the Great Seal., 


He objected to this precedent of granting 
to these commissioners of the treasury a 
greater power than had ever been conferred 
by any jormer act of parliament. He con- 
sidered that considerable danger might arise 
from collusion between the parties by the 
appointment of intermediate commissioners. 
In short, the bill contained nothing which 
the former one did not already embrace 
sufficiently for the purposs intended, except 
the clauses which related to the punishing 
of perjury. He had formerly made an 
objection to the preamble of this bill, and 
he still should do so, as it amounted to a 
kind of a slur upon the former ministry and 
commissioners, who, in his opinion, deserved 
weil of their country for the exertions they 
had used, and the numerous services which 
they had rendered. The additional appoint- 
ments would amount to nothing but sine- 
cures. He had conversed with people who 
had been in the West Indies in various 
capacities, and he was now perfectly con- 
vinced that no auditors but -those who 
acted on the very spot could be of any use 
in a business of sucha nature ; and he should 
therefore think it his duty to take the sense 
of the house on it. 
Mr.Secretary 
experienced the 
candidates 1o go to the West Indies. If 
Mr. Bearcroft had been found -so usefu 
heze, it would be strange, if commissioners 


Fox si, thathe had himself 
ifficulty of finding proper 
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residing here with greater powers than he 
had, should be found useless. It was ve 
erroneous, therefore, to suppose that those 
offices would be sinecures. Many persons 
would, no doubt, fly to this country to 
escape the rigour of the inquiry in the 
West Indies, and it was proper to be pre- 
pared for this. Besides, the commissioners 
would go in rotation to the West Indies. He 
therefore did not see any occasion for the 
right hon. gent’s. amendment. : 

Mr. Perceval said, he thought it would 
be infinitely more difficultto procure persons 
to go to the West Indies by rotation than to 
send out persons immediately after the first 
engagement for such a purpose. After 
having enjoyed a salary and sinecures for no 
less that two years here, it would no doubt 
be difficult to persuade men to leave their 
friends and relations in order to go to a 
dangerous climate, where they might 
ceed to a much more laborious and dis. 
agreeable occupation. He conceived it 
would be a more difficult task to engage 
gentleman to go abroad after the expiration 
of two years, than to persuade a man to go 
abroad immediately. Nothing was a greater 
proot of the patronage than the confession 
of the right hon. secretary (Mr. Fox), who 
acknowledged that he oftered situations in 
a department with which he had no official 
connection.-—The house then resolved itself 
into a Committee on the Bill—On the 
clause being read for the appointment of 
five commissioners for auditing accounts, 
two to act in the West Indies, and three 
at home, 

Mr. Rose objected to it as an unnecessary 
and unprecedented creation of new and 
sinecure places, merely for the purposes of 
patronage. He stated, that so far was this 
from being sanctioned by the example of 
the Board of Treasury, under which he 
‘had the honour to act, that in 19 years that 
Board suppressed upwards of 100 sinecure 
places, of from 20601. to 8061. a year. Two 
sinecure places of 8@00l. a year, and which 
at this time would have amounted to 40,0001, 
were vacant, and in the gift of his right 
hon. friend deceased, (Mr. Pitt); but instead 
of nominating to them, and thus extendin 
his patronage, that great minister sup 
them, as he did all the others, when vacan- 
cies occurred. There were at one time 
forty of them vacant, and he suppressed 
them all; a fact which he was ready to:prove, 
if any gentleman thought proper to dispute 
it; for there was nothing he had moresat 


heart, than that the conduct of shat Board, 
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daring the 19 years that he belonged to it, 
should be examined into. ‘There was no 
danger of any persons now flying from the 
West Indies to this country, to escape 
inquiry, as they would be equally liable to 
it here, since the passing of the act of 1802. 
As he considered this new creation to be 
a matter of patronage and mere formality, 
without producing any benefit whatever, he 
should, on a future day, move for an ex- 
amination at the bar, to enquire what use 
they could be of. 
© Mr. Secretary Fox expressed his surprise 
. that gentlemen should put this bill on such 
a footing, as to suppose that three com- 
missioners here, in constant correspondence 
with the commissioners abroad, could be of 
no use to the auditors of public accounts. 
As to their refusing to go abroad in rotation, 
that <j no more to be expected than in 
other @ranches of service, where gentlemen 
accepted of employments subject to all the 
contingencies that belonged to them, and 
indeed there was the less chance of such a 
refusal, as, after residing two years in the 
West Indies, they would also in the same 
rotation come back again. Amongst the 


many virtues of his noble friend (lord 
Grenville) now at the head of the treasury, 
industry and attention were for from being 


excluded; and he would pledge his life 
and reputation, that if the situations of 
these commissioners should turn out to be 
mere sinecures, instead of being laborious 
and operative, the board of treasury would 
be greatly mistaken in what it was about. 

Mr. dtose then moved an amendment, 
“ that instead of five, there sliould be only 
three commissioners.” 

Lord Castlereagh argued against the 
clause at considerable length, The prin- 
cipal points he dwelt upon were, that it 
was an alarming thing for the house to be 
now called upon to create an additional 
. lass of auditors, who, if they were to be 
operative, would render the final anditors, 
to whom the country looked for responsi- 
bility, a mere sinecure. Upon the whole, 
he could see only three effects that could 
arise from it. Either this new creation 
would embarrass the existing auditors, or 
they would turn them into sinecures, or be 
sinecutes themselves, in any of which cases 
he must considér the measure to be mis- 
ehievous. 

"Mr. Fox adverted to the observation 
made, of its being a proof of the patronage, 
that he had offered these places, though 
belonging to a department he was uncon- 


nected with. Now, the fact was, that 
finding there was a diiliculty in finding 
persons worthy of trust, who could be 
prevailed on to go in this situation to the 
West Indies, he happened to know two per- 
sons whom he thought qualified, to whom 
he proposed it, and who objected to it. 
Had they done otherwise, it was surely na- 
tural, that he, knowing of these difficulties 
from persons with whom he was in daily 
council, should say, “ 1 know one or two 
persons whom I think duly qualified, and 
whom you may have, if you are’ not al- 
ready provided with better.” This could not 
surely be tortured into an attempt to pro- 
cure patronage; so far was it from being 
the case, that, after the bill was passed, if, 
in looking over the list of commissioners, 
the gentlemen should find the names of any 
person recommended by him, he would al- 
low them to draw whatever inference they 
pleased from it. A right hon. gent. (Mr. 
Rose) while he accused the present minis- 
ters of creating new offices, denied that the 
Board of Treasury, to which he belonged, 
had made any such creations, and boldly 
challenged an investigation of the fact. It 
was not his purpose at present to enter into 
that’ subject; but he could not help ob- 
serving, that the noble lord near him (lord 
Castlereagh) carefully abstained from mak- 
ing such a challenge, or holding out any 
such defiance, notwithstanding all the im- 
putation with which he loaded his majesty’s 
present ministers (observing lord Castle- 
reagh at this time whispering to some 
member near him, he continued), The 
noble lord did well to address those about 
him, as he would find it much easier to 
convince them, than any other part of the 
house. ‘The noble lord was too prudent 
to throw down the gauntlet with the same 
boldness that was done by the right hon. 
gent. for if he did, he assured him that he 
was ready to take it up, or, at least, that 
it would quickly be taken up by some of 
his own countrymen, now in the house, who 
would not scrupie to affirm, that if not 
here, at least in one part of the united 
kingdom, new places were created, and 
compensations and sums of money were 
given in the way that the world called 
bribes, for purposes .of patronage and of 
corruption. He would not, however, as 
sert, that the consciousness of having done 
so himself, should prevent the noble lord 

as a member of parliament, from arraign! 
ing the same practices here: but such 


an admonition from him should ‘be spre 
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ceded by repentance. Gentlemen oppo- 
site, however, did not, he thought, act a 
very seemly part in thus, upon every occa- 
sion, throwing every possible difficulty in 
the way of every inquiry proposed by the 
present ministers, though that was but fol- 
lowing up with effect what was professed 
to be the design of their predecessors. 

Mr. Perceval said, that he and those 
with whom he acted, acknowledged the 
propriety of the object intended, but dif- 
fered as to the mode of doing it. The 
‘plan was now to create, 19 auditors, in- 
‘stead of 11, which was the number thought 
sufficient by the late minister; and in the 
present pressure of the country, under such 
a load of taxation, they objected to such 
an expence, merely for the purpose of pa- 
tronage. In respect to the attack made 
upon his noble friend (lord Castlereagh) by 
the right Lon. secretary, he had to observe, 
- that before the proceedings relating to the 
union with Ireland, which the right hon. 
seerelary condemned so much at the com- 
mencement of the session, were arraigued, 
he would have done well to recollect, that 
my lord Grenville, with whom he now 
acted, was then secretary of state, and very 
active in promoting that very salutary mea- 
sure. (A cry of hear! hear !) He said he 
nieant net to make any charge against the 
noble lord on that account, but he doubted 
if the right hon. secretary (mr. Fox) was 
dealing fairly by his colleagues and asso- 
ciates, by stating that as improper conduct, 
which would involve them in the disgrace. 

Lord H, Petty was anxious to rescue 
the character of his noble friend (lord 
Grenville) from the imputation of having 
been a party to the disgraceful jobs, and 
other artifices, employed for the purposé 
of effecting the union wiih Treland. That 
noble lord,.as secretary of state for foreign 
affairs in England, could not, under the 
widest ideas of respousibility that could be 
conceived, be made at ali accountable for 
the corruption: practised in Ireland, at the 
time that hreland was in independence, and 
therefore could not be implicated in the 
conduct of those alluded to by his right 
hon. friend (Mr. Fox). His lordship then 
entered into a general defence of the mea- 
sure before the house, observing, that the 
new commissioners: would have to audit 
West India accounts to the amount of se- 
veral millions, which remained unsettled 
for the last eight years, and that the addi- 
Lug number was required on account of 


ee inquiries which still remained 
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to be made.—The committee then divided 
on the amendment; Ayes 41, Noes ¢ Ghee 
Majority 50. 

[AMERICAN INTERCOURSE Bru] 
Lord Temple moved the order of the day 
for the second reading of the American In- 
tercourse bill. 

Mr. Perceval did not. think it right that 
this measure should be now brought for- 
ward, the house beiwg already exhausted 
by a long debate ; bn, therefore, hoped, 
that it would be postponed to a future day, 

Lord Temple feit the force of what the 
learned gent. had said; but he did not 
think it much to though gentlemen 
seemed determiued to give every opposition 
to the measures of his majesty’s ministers, 
that the bil should be now read a second | 
time, and that the debate should take place 
on the Speaker's leaving the chair. 

Mr. Perceval could not agree with the 
noble lord: he thought the bill of such im- 
portance that it should have the fuilest dis- 
cussion; and he thought it probable that 
he would have to divide the house, not 
only on the second reading, but also on the 
question of the Speaker's leaving the chair. 

The Speaker reminded the house, that 
there was a petition on the table against the 
bill, and that there was an order to hear 
counsel. 

Lord Temple said he gave way, not to 
the suggestion of the learned gent. (Mr. 
Perceval), but to the convenience of the 
house. 

Mr. Rose observed, that his hon. friend 
had merely said, that it would not suit the 
convenience of the hiouse, that a measure 
of such importance sliould come on at mid- 
night. 

Lord De Blaquiere did not think the 
noble lord should have spoken with so 
much warmth, as to tell bis learned friend, 
that he did not give way to his suggestion. 
The house had a right to debate on every 
stage of the bill, ‘and he demanded the 
opportunity. 

Mr. Perceval thanked his noble friend 
but declared that he did not think the noble 
lord had spoken so warmly as was supposed. 

Lord Temple said, that any warmth he 
might have manifested, was entirely owing 
to the rough manner in which the learned 
gent. had desired him to postpone the second 
reading. 

Mr. For conceived the bill: to be highly 
useful, but could not allow it to be by, any 
means of the importance described. eoum 


by no means a measure of a permanent 
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iure, but one altogether temporary. Nei- 
ther was it without a precedent: 20 years 
ago the Navigation acts, among many others, 
had been suspended for a longer period, he 
trusted, than would be necessary on the 
present oceasion. 
Mr. Rose explained that, on that occasion, 
it was only suspended during the then war. 
Here it was not for the present war, but a 
general suspension during every war in 
which we might be engaged. 

Sir C. Price also disapproved of the bill. 

Mr. Fox declared his readiness to confine 
the bill to the present war; and if his doing 
so could remove the objections of other 
gentlemen, who, from misconceiving the 
efiects of the measure, opposed it, he would 
even consent to limit its duration for a time 
to be specified, or during the war.—The 
bill was then ordered to be read a second 
on Tuesday. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Saturday, June 14. 

[Seymour APPEAL CauseE.] In the 
_appeal cause, Seymour, an infant, v. earl 
of Euston and lord Henry Seymour, the 
Solicitor General was heard in reply. 

Lord Eldon stated the circumstances of 
the case, and the reasons upon which his 
own decree was founded, und immediately 
left the house. 

The Lord Chancellor contended, that 
the house ought to judge of the case entirely 

according to the evidence before them; 
and after delivering his own opinion at 
considerable length, concluded by moving 
four resolutions. . 1. That so much of the 
decree made by the court of chancery in 
this cause, as goes to autliorise the appoint- 
ment of the earl of Euston and lord Henry 
Seymour, as guardians to the appellaat, be 
reversed. 2. That so much of the’ said de- 
cree as dismissés the petition of the appel- 
lant, praying the appointment of Maria 
Fitzherbert, as her guardian, be aflirmed. 


3. That so much of the said dectee as’ 


authorises the appointment of the marquis 
of Hertford, as guardian, be reversed. 4: 
That inasmuch as the marquis of Hertford, 
(nearest in blood to the appellent), and the 
marchioness of Hertford, appear willing to 
become guardians: it is ordered, under the 
particular circumstances of the ease, that 
the said marquis and marchioness of Hert- 
be appointed guardians to the appel- 
ant. 


Lord Ellenboraugh observed, he had 
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not the honour of being in the least known 
to any of the noble family in question, save 
the head of it, the noble marquis, who. sat 
near him. Having the highest respect for 
his character, he could not object .to, the 
appointment of such a guardian; but, he 
thought, there was such a degree of nevelty 
in niany of the circumstances of the present 
case, involving considerations of such feeling 
aud delicacy, as to induce considerable 
difficulty in deciding upon it... Perhaps, the 
noble guardian, feeling for the situation of 
the child, in kindness and indulgence to her 


feelings and aitachinents, naight act so as to. 


make very little difference in her present 
circumstances. He was happy in. the con- 
sideration that the appointment was under 
the sanction of the house, _He doubied 
not but the functions of guardian.would be 
fairly executed; but could not avoid ob- 


serving, that he thought it would be prefer- - 


able to bring up the child with her brothers 
and sisters, as the mode affording the best 
chance of a certainty.of moral conduct; 
and seemed to think it would not be impros 
per, were the noble.marquis ,to state his 
intentions,in that respect. 


The Marquis of ,ddertford, feeling him- 


self particularly alluded to more than jonce 
in the course of the. discussion, Mange it 


incumbent on him to trouble their lor ships” 
He first adverted to the _ 


with a few words. 
letter he had received from the agents of 
the respondents, to hich he certainly had 
not thought proper to auswer. With ,res- 
pect to the consideration of guardianship, 
in his mind, it should be regulated ‘by a 
principle, that the'yuardian should not enter 
iuto any explanation or promise as to his in- 
tentions, lest he should place ‘himself in an 
anxious and arduous dilemma, either to do 
that which might, under the cirewnistances, 
be injurious to his charge, on the ote hand, 
or forfeit his word of honour, on the other, 
He should therefore enter into no expla- 
nations of the kind. “With respect to the 
present situation of miss Seymour, he had 
deemed it incumbent on liim to make par- 
ticular inquiries, when apprehension of her 
removal was entertained ; by what he could 
learn, such a step was'likely’to’ be attended 
with danger. He meant no reflection what- 
ever on his noble relatives, but their lord; 
ships knew that men might see things in 
different lights. He had seen his niece at 
his own house, aid at other places, and 
had every reason to be pleased with shen 


manners and behaviour, the formation of — 


which seemed 'to be attended to. withpar. 
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ticular care. The same could be said of 
her réligious education’; as,. independent 
of what he was assured ‘by the bishop of 
Winchester, it might be perceived, that 
” greater attention had been paid to that im- 
portant consideration, than was usual with 
the generality of young ladies. Should he 
undertake the guardianship, it would be 
aecompanied by an understanding, that he 
pledged hinself to nothing; should he deem 
it likely to conduce to the benefit and ad- 
vantage of the child, he would suffer her 
to remain; should he think it necessary to 
remove her, such a step should be taken : 
this was before known to be his solemn de- 
termination ; and so far, he solemuly de- 
elated it to be his opinion, that were his 
late brother. and lady. Horatia alive, ‘they 
would not blame him for such’ a line of 
conduct.’ Whether’ such ‘a plan ‘would 
eventually prove the most prudent or po- 
litie, ‘was- another consideration. He had 
to observe, that the ‘child was long-in a 
iniost miserable state of health ; that in fact 
her mother was in a dying state nearly the 
whole time of her pregnancy ; and to add, 
_ that, if any circumstance should make # 
nécessary to remove the child; his house 
Shotild be her home.—The questions weré 
- then put, and the Resolutions agreed to. 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
_ ‘Monday, June 16. 
~~ TMinvrEs.] Lord Grenville gave notice 
that he should bring forward his propositi- 
_ ons relative to the judicature of Scotland 
on Wednesday next, for which day the lords 
were ordered to be summoned.—Lord 
Auckland observed, that as a measure was 
about to be brought before Parliament for 
- increasing certain allowances to seamen, it 
was necessary that their lordships should be 
iu possession of information upon the sub- 
. ject when it came under discussion in. that 
owe _ He therefore moved for several ac- 
ounts relative to the revenie of Greenwich 
hospital, and the chest at Greenwich, which 
were ordered.—The Irish Malt Duty. bill 
and the Chelsea Hospital bill were read a. 
2nd time. - 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

ask 3S i | Monday, June 16. 

» {Manvres.] Sir J. Sinclair brought up 
the report of the committee on the Forfeited 
Estates’ in Scotland.—The Irish Election 

pill was brought up, and read <ceiae+| 
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The Gibraltar and Malta bill 
brought up, and read a 
Newport moved for leave to bring in a bill 
to amend the Irish Spirit License act of last 
session.—Sir J. Newport moved for leayg 
to bring in a bill to revive and amend an 
of the Irish parliament, of the 28th of 
the king, for appointing commissioners 
to examine into the state of the funds and re. 
venues of the schoolsin Ireland. He stated 
that the powers of this act had beeq 
continued by otliers acts up ‘to the *yéar 
1796. Though great abuses had been dis. 
covered, no legislative measure had as yet 
been brought. forward for remedying thesg 
abuses, and preventing the misapplication 
of the funds in future. The object of the 
present: bill was ‘to: appoint a seperate em 
quiry, so that; from a comparison of the 
various reports, some data might be ob. 
tained for a permanent legislative measarg, 
as'the subject was of the utmost importance, 
Leave was giyen.—Mxr. requested 
to know from ¢hancellor of the 
exchequer for freland; if it was his intention 
to ‘bring forward any measure, during this 
session, to regulate the paper circulation of 
Ireland. He stated the great inconvenience 
which existed in that country on accountof 
the great issue of bank paper, and the m. 
merous frauds practised by persons styling 
themselves private bankers, who were not 
possessed of any real property whatever, 


‘| The people’ of Ireland, he knew well, ex, 


pected some immediate redress upon thi 
head, ‘and looked with eonsiderable anxiety, 
to the right hon. baronet, from the greatim 
formation he possessed respecting that and 
other subjects relative to that part of the 
united kingdom. Sir J.“Newport replied, 
that he certainly had intended to bring fom 
ward certain propositions relating to that 
subject, but had been prevented from sub- 
mitting them at present, in consequence of 
several failures, which had produced com 
siderable distress among the banking com- 
panies in Ireland; and° therefore he con 
ceived that any step ofthat kind, would, for 
thejpresent, do more harm than good. —Oa 
the motion of Mr. Paull, the following gem 
tlemen were ordered to attend the house, 
when the charges against lord Wellesley 
should be taken. into consideration: W. 
Cowper, esq. John Stracey, esq. J. Riley, 
esq. lieut. col. Merick Shaw, and Henry 
Strachey, esq.—Mr. Bankes gave notice, that 
on Wednesday next, immediately after reads 
ing the first charge against marquis Wek 


lesley, he should move that the house should 
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entirely dismiss the same.—Sir. H. Mild- {to inspect the Journals of the Lords, with re- 
may begged to learn from a noble lord, | lation to'their proceedings on the trial of 
whether any measure relative to an exchange | lord Melville, and to report to the house 


of prisoners between France and England 
had been agreed upon by the two govern- 
_ments? He was induced to put this question, 
from the circumstance of certain French 
naval officers having been allowed to return 
to France. Lord Howick replied, that no ex- 
change of prisoners had yet been agreed 
pon. Some persons had indeed returned 
rom France, who could not be considered 
in the light of prisoners; be meant those 
who had been detained on the breaking out 
of the war. Only one naval officer, Capt. 
Gower, who had been a prisoner, had been 
perinitted to return to this country, and he 
had come on his parole. 

or Arcot’s Dests.] Mr. 

obhouse rose to postpone the second read- 

ing of the Nabob of Arcot’s Debts bill. 
Before he fixed a day for that purpose, fe 
wished to say a few words to the house. 
The bill had now been 3 months before 
‘them, and there certainly had been full 
time for the consideration of it. Besides, 
it ought rather to he considered as of the 
nature of a private bill, and he was there- 
fore anxious that it should pass in the pre- 
sent session. He certainly felt some relac- 
tance in postponing the second reading; 
but he was unwilling to press it in the ab- 
sence of several gentlemen who wished to 
deliver their opinions upon it. 

Mr. Francis contended that the bill was 
of a public nature, and one, indeed, of 
great general interest. He wished it to be 
put off till an early period in the next ses- 
sion, that, in the mean time, the sudject 
might receive full consideration. 

Mr. Hobhouse did not mean to say, that 
the bill did not affect the interests of the 
public; but as the interests of individuals 
were immediately concerned, he had brought 
it forward as a private bill. 

The Speaker stated that, according to 
the forms of the house, it was certainly a 
private bill. 

Mr. Ryder observed, that any unneces- 
sary delay in passing of the bill would sub- 
ject a number of private individuals to great 


distress.—The bill was ordered to be read. 


a 2nd time on Thursday. 
[IMPEACHMENT OF LORDMELVILLE.] 
Mr. Whitbread did not conceive that 
the motion which he should now make 
could meet with any opposition, and there- 
fore he should content himself with mov- 


should be appointed 


ing, that a committee 
Vou. VII. 


| 


what they should there find. 

Sir H. Mildmay wished the hon. gent. 
to give some explanation to the house 
respecting the. object of his present mo- 
tion. 

Mr. Whitbread replied, that some kind 
of information might probably be obtained 
from the lords’ journals by which the house 
might be regulated in their future proceed- 
ings on this subject. . 

Mr. Dent did not think the answer to his 
hon. friend satisfactory. It was surely not 
too much to ask, what that future course to 
be pursued by the house was to be? 

Mr. Whitbread was anxious to make the 
hon. gent. as wise on this head as it was 
possible for him. He did not know what 
was on the Journals of the Lords, and there- 
fore could not satisfy him in that respect. 
If sumour was to be depended upon, cer- 
tain questions had been submitted to the 
judges by their lordships, and these, with 
the answer of the judges, he thought desi-’ 
rable to have produced to that house. 
What course it might be expedient to fol- 
low, would depend on the report of the 
committee. 

Mr. R. Dundas wished to know, whether 
the whole of the proceedings of the lords 
were to be laid before the house? 

Mr. Whitbread answered, that ithe com- 
mittee were only to report what they should 
find in the Journals to the house. 

Mr. Fuller did uot know whatthe Jour- 
nals of the Lords contained, but certainly 
understood it to have been stated by.a no- 
ble lord opposite (lord H. Petty) on a for- 
mer occasion, that if lord Melville should 
be acquitted, his expences should be paid 
by the public. This was the more just, as 
he had been compelled to go from one 
court into another, where the expence in- 
curred was infinitely greater. 

Lord H. Petty said, thet when the sub- 
ject alluded to by the hon. member was — 
mentioned during the discussions before the 
trial, he had said, that whatever might be 

roper to be done in that respect, must 

determined after the trial, and not be- 

fore; but he had never given any promise, 
such as the hon. member conceived. - 

Mr. Whitbread said, that lord. Melville 
had no blame to impate to the managers 
on that account; he had been taken into 
the court in which be was tried, by his own 


particnlar friends, after the house had'possi- 
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tively determined, that he should be tried 
‘in the'court below. 
Mr. R. Dundas ‘recollected perfectly, 
that the observation of the noble lord had 
‘been made on the occasion when the com- 
a expence of a trial in the house of 
Jords and in Westminster hall was under 
discussion, and undoubtedly the removal of 
the trial from the bar of the house of lords 
to Westminster hall had greatly increased 
the expence, and was not imputable to the 
other house.—The committee was then ap- 
pointed. | 

[GREENWICH Lord How- 
ick, on consideration, felt that the motion, 
of which he had given notice for this day, 
for leave to bring in a Bill to make more 
effectual provision for the Pensioners of 
‘Greenwich Hospital, could not properly 
be submitted to the House, without a mes- 
sage from his’ majesty to recommend tke 
measure. No time, however, would be 
Jost, as in the mean time he should move 
for the production of such information, as 
would have been necessary to be produced 
to the House before the second reading 
of the bill. The noble lord concluded by 
moving, “ That there be laid before the 
House a copy of the minute of the Commis- 
sioners and Governor of the Royal Hospi- 
tal at Greenwich, of the 5th instant, rela- 
tive to the mode of ameliorating the con- 
dition of the Out-Pensioners, and making 
provision for the inferior wounded and dis- 
abled Officers of his majesty’s, navy.” On 
the question being put, 

Mr. Canning said, he entirely agreed in 
the object of the noble lord, and in the 
course which he proposed to pursue for the 

attainment of that object. He was happy 
to have at length a recognition on the part 
of oue of his majesty’s ministers, that any 
boon to the military ought to originate in 
a message from his majesty, because that 
was the proposition that had been so often 


lately, and so distinctly urged from his 


side of the house. The noble lord’s con- 
duct on a former occasion, had been even 
frequently adverted to in the course of these 
_ discussions, and he was happy to find that 
noble lord, for whose character and person 
he entertained so high a respect, not influ- 
enced by the example of his colleagues, but 
persevering in the constitutional practice. 
Lord Howick could not but be gratified 
by an expression of approbation of his con- 
duct from any member of that house, but 
particularly from the rt. hon.-gent. who had 
gust sutdown. But when this approbation 


was given by contrasting his conduct with 
that of his colleagues in office, he could not 
persuade himself, that it was not bestowed 
rather with a view of condemning others 
than of complimenting him. The present 
instance could be no precedent, a the. 
right hon. gent. would have known, if he 
had waited for the information which ‘he 
proposed to have laid before the house, 
The assistance intended to be: given, wag 
to be derived-from a certain proportion of 
prize money which was to be transferred 
to the Hospital. Prizes were exclusively 
the property of the crown, and there was 
no instance of a grant out of such property, 
without the authority of a message from 
his majesty. The noble lord again disclaim. | 
ed any compliment at the expence of his 
colleagues.—The paper was then ordered; 
as were also, an Account of the revenue and 
expenditure of the Royal Hospital of Green- 
with, on the 3ist of December 1805, 
distinguishing the several branches; A 
copy. of the minute of the Supervisor 
of the Chest of Greenwich, relative to 
the mode of ameliorating the condition 
of the In-pensioners of that Hospital ; and 
An account of the revenue and expenditure 
of the Chest at Greenwich, on the 3ist 
December 1805, distinguishing the several 
branches. 

{West INDIA AccoUNTS BILL.] Mr. 
Hawthorne brought up the report of the 
West-India auditors bill. 

Mr. Rose said, that there was no provi- 
sion here that any of the commissioners 
should go to the West Indies. He had 
therefore an amendment to propose, which 
was, that three of the commissioners at 
least should positively go to.the West . 
Indies. 

The Speaker informed him, that his 
amendment ought to be brought forward 
as one to the body of the bill. He was at 
present to put the question that the blank 
should be filled up with the word “ two,” 
purporting, that two commissioners should 
go to the West Indies. If this should be 
carried in the affirmative, the right hon. — 
gent.’s amendment must be proposed in @ 
subsequent stage—Mr. Huskisson, Mr. 
Perceval, Mr. Long, and Mr. Sturges 
Bourne, contended that it was absurd to 
send only two commissioners to the West 
Indies, where the burthen of the business 
lay, and where there was the greatest risk 
of mortality, while three remained here 
doing almost nothing. 

Mr, Ryder also contended that most of 
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evidence might be better taken in 
‘the West Indies, and therefore thought it 
absurd the commissioners abroad should 
not have that power of residing which. the 
commissioners here had. He thought the 


. measure was only calculated to increase the 


tronage of the treasury—Lord Henry 
Petty, lord Howick, and Mr. Morris, on 


‘the other hand, contended that the burthen’ 


of the business was not in the West Indies, 


for the gentlemen on the other side seemed 


to forget that this commission was not only 
-intended for the investigation of abuses, but 
also for the bringing up of the accounts in 
arrear. After a few words from Mr. Fuller, 
-and Mr. Wm. Smith, the House divided on 
Mr. Rose’s amendment, that the blank 
should be filled up with the word “ three” 
Ayes 21; Noes 72. 
_ Mr. Rose then repeated his former asser- 
tion, that the places about to be created by 
the bill would be mere sinecures, and serve 
only to extend ministerial patronage. This 
assertion the right hon, gent. expressed his 
- resolution to repeat again and again, 
however it might be resisted by the. noble 
lord, who ought, in his judgment, to have 
sought much more experience before he 
had ventured to.originate a measure of this 
nature, which betrayed a total ignorance of 
official business. 
_ Lord Howick expressed his surprise at 
the quarter from which the house had just 
ae such vehement objections against 
sinecures... After lofty declamation 
upon political purity ; after such high tones 
ofindependence, and such ardent expres- 
sions of solicitude for the economic expen. 


diture, of public money, the. house, 


would naturally look for some evidence of 
the right honourable gentléman’s sincerity, 
andno doubt that'sincerity would be evinced 
ery soon, perhaps the next day, by the 
right honourable, gentleman’s resignation to 
Ais sovereign of, the sinecure which he him- 
self held. With regard to: the right hon. 
 gent.’s allusion to his noble friend (Petty’s) 
«want of experience, it. was true, the noble 
Jord observed, that his noble friend was 
not prmones of that experience which might 
be looked. for from a veteran in office. 
‘There was, however, a great deal of the 


/experience.to which, perhaps, the political 


Success of the right hon. gent. was owing, 
which he rather thought not desirable to 
his noble friend; while such experience as 
was really valuable, could not be difficult 
of attainment.to that assiduous application 
of active talents for which his noble friend 


was so eminently But upon 
the subject of want of experience in the 
arrangement of this measure, the right hon. 
gentleman dealt, in fact, only in assertion; 
for experience, even very recent, was in fa- 


vour of that provision in the bill of which . 


the right hon. gentleman complained. _ It 
was notorious that in ‘consequeuce of the 
sending home one of the commissioners 
from the West Indies in the course of the 
last admiuistration, the inquiries of the 
commissioners were materially assisied, and 
frauds to a great amount were discovered ; 
therefore the right hon. gent.’s assertion 
was not entitled to credence. It wasstrange, 
the noble lord observed, how resolute the 
right honourable gentleman and his friends 
were to carry on debate. He had hoped 
that the debate, on this subject at least, 
was at an end before that evening; but the 
right honourable gentleman and co. still 
determined to persevere—rather more, to 
be sure, in bringing forward accusations 
against ministers than in adducing argu- 
ments against their measures. . Among 
those accused indeed, he understood the 


right hon, gent. had thought proper on a 


former occasion to include him, principally, 
‘as he was informed, in cousequeuce of some 
appointments that, were recently made in 
the department over which he had ho- 
nour to preside. Had he been present a 
the time the accusation was made by that 
right honourable gentleman, he most, pr 
bably should not haye felt, it, necessary _ 
take any uotice of it. But he now thoug 
it proper shortly to,remark, upon the ,ca 
alluded to... ‘And first, with regard to the 
‘removal of sir A..$. Hamond from the,navy 
board, the fact was, that the hon. bargnet 
had made. application for leave to. resign 
before the patent of bis appointment to the 
admiralty was actualiy made out. The 
application was acceded to, and he had felt 
it his duty to recommend that the honour- 
able baronet should, as is usual im, suel 
cases, be allowed three-fourths of his. salary 
during life. At the same time, he had to 
mention, that the ‘reason of this. grant was 


‘solely on account of the honourable’ baro- 


net’s length of services. ‘The noble lord 
added, that the ground .of the honourable 
baronet’s application for leave to resign was 
indisposition, and consequently inability to 
attend to the duties of. the office ; but 
yet he was happy to see that the hon. ba- 
ronet was already se far recovered as to be 
able to attend all the debates of that house. 


To. sir.A. Hamond a successor (captain 
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Dickens) was appointed, in every point of 
view unexceptionable; but this gentleman 
being disqualified by illness to act, capt. 
Nicholls, an officer of character equally un- 
questionable, was substituted for him. Of 
the other three new appointments made in 
the naval department, the noble lord de- 
clared that so far from having any view to 
patronage, the only desire was to procure 
persons capable of an efficient discharge of 
duty ina branch of service where such 
efficiency was but too visibly wanted; and 
of those who were appointed he had to 
state that not one was at all known to him- 
self or any of his colleagues in any other 
way than from the report of their qualifi- 
cations. There was a fifth appointment 
about to be made in his department to 
which, perhaps, some part of the right ho- 
nourable | gentleman’s censure might be 
pointed ; that was with regard to sir C. 
_ Saxton’s office at Portsmouth : that officer's 


age unfiiting him for his present station, 


he was about to retire, but required that 
which he thought it his duty to resist, 
namely, that he should be allowed to retain 
the whole of his salary. Upon the retire- 
ment of that honourable baronet, the noble 
ford stated his intention of recommending 
ah officer (captain Grey) to succeed him, 
lis connection with whom should not pre- 
‘vent him froma saying that he was fully 
‘qualified for the office. With respect then 
to his own couduct the noble lord ‘felt 
the right honourable gentlewan’s 
iimputations were as ‘unfounded as those 
which he had thought to direct 
‘dgainst the proceedings of his noble friend, 
and the measure before the house, 
_ Mr Rose thanked the noble lord for the 
afforded him by the allusion 
which he had thought proper to maketo the 
subject, of explaining thé sinecure granted 
to himself, ‘He was before disposed to do 
‘60, but he now felt it 'to be hécessary, and 
‘should enter into the explanation ‘apon a 
future day. ‘The’ right ‘hon. ‘gent. pane: 
gytised the talents’ and ‘public “services of 
“was astonished” at ‘the 
‘The of atgunient taken by the noble lord 
‘who ‘spoke last but one; nainely, that’ be- 
public’ man ‘held 4’ particular ‘sine- 
cute, should be préchidéd from “object 
ig to the “establishment Of firthér 
sinecures.’ Would'the ‘noble ‘lord “argue, 
that in consequent®*of his right Honourable 
‘friend the ‘state’ “for foreigh 
‘affairs holding’ 


PARL. DEBATES, Jue 16, 1806.—West India Accounts Bill. {6a 


ex¢laimed three), and his noble friend a 
the head of the treasury holding two, the 
were disqualified to resist the propositid 
of any new sinecures? If the noble’ lotd 
would not contend for that, upon what 
grounds could he call upon his: right ho. 
nourable friend, (Mr. Rose) who had got 
sinecure, which was but a just reward for 
30 years great public services, to shut “his 
mouth, and say nothing upon such a thed- 
sure as that before the house? With regi 
to the official conduct of the noble lord, he 
did not believe that it was the intention of 
his right honourable friend to cast the 
slightest imputation upon it. But yet he 
could not help saying, that he was sorry 
the noble lord did not, in the administration 
of his office, rather act upon his own good 
judgment than follow tlie advice of others, _ 

The Attorney General commented upon 
the species of experience of which the right 
hon, gent. on the other side (Mr. Rose) 
seemed to be so very proud. This experi« 
ence consisted in a knowledge, for the last 
twenty years, of the abuses which it was 
the object of the bill before the house to 
correct, and yet no adequate measure was 
ever taken by the right honourable gentle- 
man, or his colleagues, to puta stop to 
them. No; the right honourable gentle 
man and his colleagues were reposing of 
the “ bed of roses” which they ‘were ‘now 
using every endeavour in their power to 
render uneasy to their suceessors. With 
regard to the bill before tlie house, he could 
not conceive any reason for the ‘earnest 
opposition'made to the provision for ap- 
pointing a ‘part of the proposed commissi- 
oners to inquire, in this country, into the 
abuses committed in the West Indies. For 
he could not suppose it possible that any 
member of parliament would carry his'so- 
licitude for public accountants, introduced 
to office through his patronage, so-very far, 
‘as to shelter the conduct of ‘such account’ 
ants as had taken refuge in this ‘country, 
from’ any investigation whatever. 

Mr. Johnstone, adverting to the “bed of 
roses” alluded to by the ‘last speaker, “Obs 
served that when he first heard the phrase 
‘he was certainly rather ‘surprized at Tt 
‘But, upon subsequent reflection, 
that the gentlemen on one side'felt so much’ 
on leaving it, and the gentlemen ‘oA 
‘the other side’so much ‘anxiety to’get ‘into 
‘it, he could hot help thinking that there was 
‘something in ‘the, ‘better than 
he had at fifst imagined. “With regard to 


‘the crimination and ‘réctimination upon thie 
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' ‘the public (sir G. Barlow). From the con- 


“gubject of sinecures, &c. which the house 


comparatively unacquainted with'the busi- 


‘and anxiety, beyond what they could ever 
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had witnessed frem both sides of the house, 
such a practice might avail something 
among the parties themselves, but could 
have no effect for or against any proposition 

the minds of independent men, or 
when addressed to the dispassionate under- 
standing of the country. It was of little 
cosequence to those who were anxious for 
the right to find that both parties were 
wrong. In the case before the house, he 
thought that some of the proposed commis- 
sioners would be useless; and it was no 
defence for those who proposed the bill to 
make out that their opponents had also 
created sinecures. On the contrary, when- 
ever the present ministers should be guilty 
of anything prodigal or arbitrary, he would 
think their guilt, considering their former 
professions, greater in a tenfold degree 
than that of their predecessors. When in 
opposition, those gentleman were perpe- 
tually professing a love of economy, an ha- 
tred of arbitrary power, and a desire to 
limit the increasing patronage of the crown. 
For the fulfilment of these professions he 
‘had looked since their accession to office. 
But he had looked in vain, and he had re- 
cently seen them from the lust of patronage 
make a most extraordinary use of the pre- 
rogative in order to disiniss from office an 
old, meritorious, and highly useful servant of 


duct, therefore, of such ministers, the ho- 
nourable gentleman professed his incapa- 
‘city x entertain a hope of much public 
ac Howick, in allusion to the remarks 
of an honourable gentleman on the other 
side (Mr. §/ Bourne), observed, that having 
‘been but a short time in office, and being 


ness of his department, he should feel it a 


greai presumption for him to act without | 


taking the advice of others. 

Dr. Laurence said, whatever sense his 
hon. friend might now (at the end of three 
‘moniths) find in the expression of “ the 
‘bed of roses,” his right hon. friends about 
‘him felt it, however their duty might com- 
pel them to occupy it in a situation of toil 


hope to be repaid for by the consideration 
‘of the country. He maintainéd the neces-. 
‘sity ‘of‘an enlarged investigation. 

W. Young detailed the manner and 
‘citeumstances of drawing the bills from the 
‘West Indies; ‘and contended, from the fa- 
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that the best chance of tracing them was 


through the indorser in this country. —The 


bill was ordered to be read a 3rd _ time 
to-morrow. 


HOUSE OF LORDs. 
Tuesday, June 17. 
| Mutiny Ld. Grenville moved 
the third reading of the mutiny bill: 

Lord Hawkesbury said, after the full 
discussion the bill had undergone, ‘he 
would not detain their lordships by gei 
over the same ground again. His obj 
now was to move an amendment, which 
was calculated, in his opinion, to render 
the measure before the house less objecti- 
onable. Many of the arguments urged by 
noble lords against the bill, still remained 


unanswered, and formed in his mind very 


strong objections to the measure. He was 
still of opinion, that if a choice was allow- 
ed to persons enlisting to enlist either for 
life or for seven years, that ninety-nine out 
of a hundred would prefer the former. 
The only fair way of trying the measure 
in this way would be to allow persons 16 
enlist in either way, giving 16 guineas 
bounty for enlistment for life, and 12 gue 
neas for 7 years, As it was, however de- 
cided by the house, that enlisting for a Tk 
mited period should become a general 
measure, it only remained to him to pro- 
pose what he conceived would be a bene- 


| ficial alteration of that period. He was Of . 


opinion that enlisting ‘men for the short 
term of seven years would produce littl 
benefit to the army, whilst at the same time 
it would not be any real advantage to the 
men enlisted. He thought that 20 or #1 
years would be a period much more likely 
to prove advantageous. Let a man serve 
for that period, and then, if he survived the 
contingencies of the service, be entitled td 
a pension for the retnaiuder of ‘bis’ life. 


| The army would, by this means, always 


have a certain number of experienced ‘sol 
diers; the value of whom were well known 
to all military officers. ‘On the other hand, 
it was to be feared that if men were-enlisted 
for only seven years, they would -become 
restless and unsteady, and the army not 
derive much benefit from soldiérs of that 
description. The present bill rendered the 
period of military serviee shorter in ‘this 
country than it was in any other state in 
Europe, as he promising 
any adequate advantage. contrary, 
inconvenience 


tility ‘of suppressing the | great 
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from such a system in drafting regiments, 


and with respect to our colonial service. 
His lordship, after recapitulating some of the 
ormer arguments against the bill, conclud- 
ed by moving to insert in the oath the pe- 
- riod of twenty years, instead of seven. 

The. Earl of Lauderdale expressed his 
astonishment® that such a motion should 
come, from, the other side of the house. 
On a former evening noble lords on the 
other,,side. had, arraigned his majesty’s 
ministers for trenching, as they alledged, 
onthe king’s prerogative, by the enactment 
selative to limited service contained in this 
_ pill, and now they themselves came forward 
to propose another limited period of service, 
which was as much an invasion of the king’s 
prerogative, according to. their own argu 
ments, as the proposition made’ by his 
majesty’s ministers. He thought it wholly 
unnecessary to argue as to the superior in- 
ducement which there must be to) every 
man to enlist for seven years rather than 
for life, as such a disposition was clearly 
deducible from the slightest, experience of 
human nature. The same argument. was 
equally applicable to an. enlistinent for 
seven, instead of twenty years. If noble 
lords on the other side were told that they 
must remain in.a state of sorrowing and 
suffering, as it had been. termed the other 
night, for twenty. years. instead of seven, 
they would doubtless declaim loudly against 
' jt, and endeavour to make the period of 
‘seven years still shorter... The opposition, 
made to this measare appeared to him very 
singular, as the principle of enlisting for a 
limited period had been applied. by noble 
Jords on the other side before they quitted 
office, to the marines, and it was from the 
success of this very measure that a very 
“conyincing argument was to be deduced in 
favour of the general. application of the 
principle to the whole ariny. 
stated an order made on the 3d, February, 


1806, directing men to be. enlisted, for the 


marines fora limited period during the war, 
and read.extracts of letters from general 
Campbell,, to prove, the. success of . the, 
‘measure, in obtaining recruits, but 
state. the, numbers As, to the 
objection. taken.by the, noble, lerd,, with: 
respect drafting, it was, well; known that 
when-a. regiment yas ordeyed to, a distant |. 
clime, or.on foxcign sery that, there were: 
always. individuals belonging to that regi-\ 
ment, who; from,age or, other causes, were 
incapable of eagountering, the, fatigue of a 


voyage, orthe beat of the 
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the regiment was destined, and who were, 
therefore, drafted into other regiments, If 
this measure was carried into effect, he did. 
not believe that there would be at any time 
more men to draft on account of their terms 
of service being pear eXpiring, than there 
were now for other causes.- Another ob.. 
jection had been taken by the opponents of 
this measure, as to the expenge with which it 
would be attended; -and, he must say, that 
this had been most unfairly argued. "Thor 
who had argued on this. ground, had in. 
cluded in their estimate the pensions given 
to-.disabled and retired soldiers, when it 
must be evident that these pensions were 
what soldiers disabled by wounds or age were 
justly entiled to, as a provision for the Te. | 
mainder of their lives, and that they formed 
a strong inducement on the side of the re- 
cruiting nervice. He would not detain the 
house by entering into any further dis. 
cussion of the subject, the arguments urged . 
on the other side had already been 

and completely answered. He should 
therefore merely declare. his determinatign 
to oppose the amendment. 

Lord Hawkesbury,,in explanation, suid 
he had no knowledge whatever of the 
order alluded to. by the noble earl. 

The Earl of Suffolk argued generally in 
favour of the bill, and objected to the 
amendment. 

The Earl of Westmoreland repeated 
several of his former arguments against 
the -measure, and denied any. knowledge 
of the order to which the noble. earl (Lan. 
derdale) had alluded. He supported the 
amendinent.—The. question, was then, put, 
that the word “ seven” stand part of the bill, 


| which was carried. ‘The bill was passed, and 


a message was sent to the, House of Com 
mous to acquaint them therewith. ' 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


_ , Tuesday, June 17. 
{[M LNUTES.] The Irish Export and Im- 
port. bill, and. the Irish Spirit Licence bill 
were read a first, lime.-—The [nish 
bill, the Lrish Miners bill, the Paral 
Malta Post bill, the duke of Grafton’s a- 
greement, bill, and the. Prussian 
were, read a ‘second time. 

AAFRAIRS ,, or, Inpra]. ‘Wallace 
‘with a view, to; shew, that no. blame. was im- 
putable, the: late , ard of controul for 
resisting the production, of certain papers 
on the subject of Tadia, on the g ground that 
their, ‘would be i injurious to the 
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public interest, moved that these papers, 
comprehending the correspondence between 
Jord Wellesley and col. Scott, in the years: 
1799, 1800--1, respecting the conduct of 
the nabob of Oude, and which was not al- 
ready on the table, should be laid before 
the house. 

Lord Morpeth objected to the motton 
upon the same grounds which induced, as 
the right hon. mover stated, the late board 
of controul to meet the same motion before. 
The part of the correspondence which was 
withheld, contained particulars relative to the 

rivate conduct of the nabob of Oude, 
whichit would be highly improper, in his opin- 
ion, to lay before the public, especially as they 
related to a prince at present in amity with 
The noble lord had no ob- 
jection to afford any private information de- 
sired upon this subject, but he would resist 
the idea of giving publicity to the case to 
which the motion referred. 

Mr. Paull animadverted upon the sin- 
gul arground laid by the mover of this pro- 
position,. that though he had resisted, when 
in office, the production of certain docu- 
ments as injurious to the public interests, 
yet he still would press his successors to 
grant precisely the same documents. He 
was, however, ready to support this mo- 
tion, as he wished the house to have the 
fullest informetion relative to the affairs 
of India. As to the objections which were 


expressed against these papers, because they | 


contained some statements upon the mis- 
conduct of the nabob of Oude, he was pre- 


_pared to say that he could prove such mis- 


conduct was the result of oppression, injus- 
tice, aud tyranny practised towards that 
prince. It was idle therefore to say that 
the real motive for refusing these papers 
was a desire to avoid injuring the character 
or feelings of that prince. There were, 
however, as he wished the house to be sen- 
sible, several extraets in the papers moved 
for, which had no reference whatever to 
the conduct of the nabob of Oude, but 
which were material to elucidate some part 
of the conduct of lord Wellesley. 

Sir A. Wellesley, on the part of his no- 
ble relation, desired that nothing might be 
brought forward which could have -a ten- 
dency to injure the nabob of Oude, even 
though the production of such documents 
might be somewhat advantageous to his 
own case.—After some further remarks, 
the motion was withdrawn. J 

Mr. Paull asked the noble lerd(Temple ) 
whether it was his object to. press coming 
toa final vote upon the charge against 


lord Wellesley to-morrow ? he was induced _ 
to apply for information upon this point, 

as there were several gentlemen as well as 

himself, who did not clearly understand 

the noble lord’s object. It certainly would 

be rather singular if the noble lord should 

ptess for a final decision upon the charge 

the very same day on which the evidence 

respecting it was to be examined. 

Lord Temple replied that his object was 
to prevent delay in the investigation of this 
business; and his notice simply was, that, 
if no motion upon the subject skould be 
made to-morrow, by any other person, he 
would feel it his duty to bring it forward. 
The hon. geut. therefore, having given no- 
tice of a motion for to-morrow, his purpose 
was answered, and he meant to give way _- 
to the hon. gentleman. ¢ 

Mr. Paull called to the recollection of © 
the house, that his notice on this’ subject 
was given the day before the debate took 
place upon the noble lord’s motion, and he 
appealed to the judgment of the house, 
whether any delay in the prosecution of 
this business was attributable to’ him. 

[AMERICAN INTERCOURSE Ld. 
Temple moved the 2nd reading of the Ame- 
rican Intercourse bill; and on the motion 
that counsel should be called in, .. 

Mr. Rose spoké to the following ef 
fect—No man, in this house rates the abi- 
lities of the right hon. secretary (Mr. Fox) 
more highly than I do, but he has not con- 
sidered this subject with the attention it 
merits. He says the bill under considera- 
tion repeals no law. It is true, sir, the 
word “ repeal” does not occur in it; but 
the enactments do effectually and expressly 
remove all the colonial restraints in the na- 
vigation act, the principle of which was 
established as early as the time of Richard 


IL; further regulations were made for the 


benefit of British shipping in subsequent 
reigns, till that of Charles I. when the sys- 
tem was brought to nearly its present state 
of perfection. Under the wise and previ- 
dent restrictions of ‘the Jaw then passed, 
our naval power has grown to its present 
strength; itis on that greund, I contend, 
no permanent alterations should suddenly 
be adopted :—the distinction between a 
repeal and a perpetual suspension, as in 
this case, will be found to be rather a nice 
one. The act of the 12th of Charles H. 
ch. 18. provides “ that vothing shall be im- 
ported into, of exported from the plantati- 
ons,” except in~ British slips, on pain of 
forfeitingthe ships, Under this bil 
the importaiion and exportation in foreiga 
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vessels into and from our islands is unlimit- 
ed; but-we are told, that in point of fact, 
this act has been supended from time to 


time, the truth of which, during the last and’ 


present war, partially aud for limited peri- 
ods, | admit; but that was, however, doue 
under a severe and strict responsibility of 
the governors of the several islands, who 
were amenable to the secretary of state for 
their conduct, and on whose representation 
their indemnity from parliament depended ; 
there was therefore reasonable security 
zgainst the misapplication of their power, 
gad ihat is completely rescinded by this 
giczsure. We are told indeed that the res- 
ponsibility is only shifted to his majesty’s 
munisters; what reliance we may have on 
that may be jedged from whet fell from 


the right hon. gent. who professes a decided ' 


pinion that this is indispensably necessary 
in time of war, and thinks it may be fit to 
be continued also. in peace. Such senti- 
ments from an authority so high and res- 
pecioble are seriously alarming: and if 
acted upon, a deadly blow will be given to 
our naval power. I will bring under the 
view of the committee as shortly as I can, 
the regulations made for governing the 
trade between Great Britain and her colo- 
nies, and the American States, from the 
time of the separation of the latter from 
the former. After the conclusion of the 
American war, the new situation in which 
we were placed by this event, led to an act 
being passed in 1733, to enable his majesty 
hy orders in council to make regulations 
for carrying on the trade with America, 
under the authority whereof a proclamation 
was issued, confining the trade between the 
United States and our colonies to British 
ships exclusively. At that restriction the 
_ assembly of Jamaica, and the West India 
proprietors in general became greatly alar- 
- med, and made lively and strong remon- 
strances to the council against. it, urging 
that the consequences of it must be ruinous 
to the islands. These complaints were im- 
mediately aitended to, and the parties were 
fully and patiently heard before the com- 
mittee for trade: they were permitted to 
produce evidence as long as they had any 
to offer, and all other persons were called 
upon who were thought likely to throw 
any light on the subject, including mer- 
chants resident in Great Britain, late gover- 
‘nors in America, and British settlers in that 
country. This enquiry, conducted with the 
utmost impartiality, lasted two or three 
months, and ended in a report repommend- 


ing that the lamation confinin 
trade to British ships should be pat des 
It could indeed have no otber termination, 
as it was satisfactorily proved to the lore 
that the supplies to the islands might be 
regularly furnished in these ships at mode, 
rate prices ; and that the sale of rum would 
not thereby be prejudiced, The trade was 
accordingly so carried on from that year 
(1784) to 1793, without the slightest incon, 
venience having been experienced in either 
of those respects by the islands; they were 
plentifully supplied with lumber and proyi. 
sions at moderate prices, and they found a 
ready and fair market for their rum and 
melasses. The good effects of this adhe. 
rence to the navigation laws, were as strik. 
ing as they are incontrovertable, as will be 


seen by the rapid increase of colonial shi 


ping, contrary to the assertion of the West 
India planters before the committee for 
trade in 1785, who then stated that 

shipping being fitted from the islands was 
hopeless.—In 1790 belonging to the West 
India islands, 706 ships, 86,010 tons, 
5,115 mea. In 1804, reduced to 67 ships, 
7,629 tons, 626 men. ‘To continental co- 
lonies, in 1790, 229 ships, 24,900 tons, 
1,452 men. In 1804, 100 ships, 11,906 
tons, 734 men. In 1792, British ships in 
the American trade inwards, 197 ships, 
42,035 tons, 22,400 men. In 1794 ditto 
11 ships, 2,152 tons, 134 men. It must, | 
however, be admitted that the whole ofthe 
falling off of the ships from Great Britain 
was not owing to the suspension of the na- 
vigation act, as there were other causes 
that contributed to that.—I have already 
admitted that the governors of the islands 
began so early as the year 1793, or 1794, 
to relax from-a due observance of the na- 
vigation laws, and [I believe it was, in most 
instances at least, necessary they should do 
so: because, on the aahien out of the | 
war the trade in British ships was much 
interrupted, and measures were not taken 
for furnishing regular convoys; the sus- 
pensions were, however, only partially res- 
trained to particular articles, as well as li- 
mited in time—and on the appointment of 
a noble duke and myself to the presidency 
and vice-presidency of the board of trade, 
in 104, we made enquiri¢s, the result of 
which inclined us to think, that even during 
war, the terms of the proclamation alluded 
to might be acted upon, if convoys could 
be furnished. Instructions were indeed sent 
out to the governors in the West Indies in 
1804, and 1805, in consequence of the 
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vosand:fortitied, by whieh the governors, were 
-sopteparing the-iislands for an adherence to 
them) except in eases of real and urgent 
The governor of Barbadoes, in 
particular; strongly expressed, the support 
herderived from) :his’ instructions, and his 
es hope that should succeed to the extent 
making great.complaints of the 
interference of foreigners, with 
oscourcolonial navigation, and, of the illicit 
practices: of ithe Americans in. particular. 
$e other “islands, the supplies in neutrals 
olodwere restrained, as: far as related to. provi- 
sions,’ but-under| the provisions of the pre- 
bill, all the. proceedings of the late 
- -edmmittee of trade will be rendered utterly 
©” /seless, and the whole trade to our colenies 
will bescompletely thrown open to, foreign- 
ers. We are told, however, that this is a 

- measure of absolute necessity. 1 deny,that; 
dt'isalso denied by persons much more ca- 
‘pable of forming a. correct judgment on 
"the point than auy of us in this committee. 
©) | What is it then we ask? Notthat, our opin- 
‘ion shall at once be acted upon, but- that 
‘an enquiry shall be had to prove who is 
“right; and that a determination may be 
‘taken conformably thereto. I will under- 
positively that such an enquiry shal] 
gone'through in four or five days, at 
the utmost, befor a committee ap. stairs, 
) which would not delay the progress of the 
‘-bill'a single hour ; if that shall be granted, 
'~ Lhave good reason to believe it will be prov- 
ed to demonstration that the opinion enter- 

- tained by the noble duke before alluded to, 
and myself, respecting a regular supply to 
the islands in British ships, is a correct one ; 
there are merchants of the highest ,respec- 
 tability; and ship-owners, who are ready to 

embark in-cireuitous trade from hence to 
, ‘America, the West Indies, and home, as soon 
as they can be assured of convoys, if this bill 

_' shall be dropped ; that can be proved before 
acommittee. Will you then. refuse to men 
entitled to every attention that can be shewn 
them, the opportunity of establishing 


convenience can ‘arise from: your doing so? 
believe there is’ no instance of an enquiry 
-' “being refused in such a case: what then 
~. willbe thought of our proceedings if we 
should shut our doors against such petition- 
ers as are now before us, who tell us we 
are about to adopt a measure ‘as injurious 
he ‘tothe country, as it must be ruinous to 
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trade; thatoccasioned the relaxation of the. 
~yaavigation laws to.be very niuch narrowed, 


these facts by proof, when no possible in-- 


[690 
‘ahd’ that if We withhold our hands, 


their ships, now rotting. by the walls, will 
find: profitable employmeut? Has this been 
asked, for?, If by any body, let us know by 
whom.. Since the bill came into the house, 
some West India gentlemen, who now, as 
on other occasions, expressed an approba- 
tion of it;—if an enquiry is granted, the 
petitioners undertake to shew to those gen- ~ 
tlemen that they could not suffer by the na- 
vigation laws being. enforced, that. they 
would send out ships, and settle correspon- 
dences to ensure a regular and ample sup- 


ply for the istands, which would ensure in- 


creased means for brivying home the crops, 
whereas it was notorious that for want of a 
‘suthiciency of ships in the trade, more than 
20,000, hogsheads of sugar were left in Ja- 
maica in the last years, and great quantities 
in the Leeward islands. Can.his majesty's 
ministers, under such circumstances as these, 
refuse an enquiry? Can they so treat men 
entitled to respect and consideration? And 
I will venture to ask also, will they so set 
at defiance the public opinion? without. be- 
ing able. to suggest any reason whatever for 
such a refusal, for as yet we have heard 
none, nor can | form an imagination of a 
plausible one. If they are confident they 
are right, why not take to themselves the 
triumph of proving that, and exposing our 
error! By- refusing investigation, the im- 
pression on the minds of all impartial peo- 
ple must be unfavourable to ministers; there 
has been no enquiry even before the com- 
mittee of trade to justify this measure, a 
thing likewise unheard of. The noble lord 
has suggested the difficulties that may attend 
regular convoys being granted, from the gi- 
gantic efforts of our enemies for the destruc- 
tion of our trade in this war; what answer 
has been given by the admiralty to the ques- 
tion to them respecting convoys before I 
left the committee for trade I cannot tell; 
but after the almost total destruction of the 
naval power of all our enemies, I did not 
expect to hear any dread expressed of their 
gigantic efforts on the seas; I certainly en- 
tertained a hope that one of the good con- 
sequences of our great and brilliant naval 
victories would be a facility in protecting 
our trade in every part of the world.—I 
cannot be less anxious than the noble lord, 
or any other member, that there should be 
no uncertainty or fluctuation in the supplies 
to the colonies in the West ladies, as I have 
as, deep an interest there, in proportion 
to my whole fortune, as most men in this 
couutry; many of my nearest congections 
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have also. considerable property in them: , and seized’on subsequent 
that consideration, however, cannot turn my | Trish ‘provision ‘trade: is also entirelyoyg. 


attention from other interests both of 4 pub- 
lic and private nature; but let me not be 
understood to take any great merit to my-» 
self in that respect, because I am‘ acting 
der a conviction that the islands would be 
as regularly and as well supplied in British 
ships, as they are now even in tive of war, 
if convoys can be furnished. In time of 
peace nobody can doubt it; experience has 
put that matter completely out of doubt, I 
trust, therefore, the right hou. gent. (Mr. 
Fox) will reconsider his opinion ef the pro- 
bable necessity. for relaxing our navigation 
Jaws in peace, as the promulgation of it 
may do incalculable mischief if uncontra- 
dicted, If we look to the effect likely to 
be prodiced by this measure to our conti- 
nental colonies, we shall not find the ground 
of objections weaker: the system which has 
been pursued since 1784, has been nearly 
as mischievous to these as to our navigation ; 
instead of advancing rapidly in cultivation 
_as they were doing previously to that time, 
that has been checked, and their trade with 
the West Indies has fallen off very conside- 
rably, as appears by the accounts on your 
table. This evil is the more serious, and 
should be the more: guarded against, as in 
the event of a breach with America, it is on 
our remaining settlements on the continent 
that the West Indies must principally rely 
for their supplies.—On looking on this bill 
apparently so simple in its provisions, gen- 


tlemen are not aware how many important 


interests are likely to be injured by it. The 
American ships which supply our islands 
w.th ‘lumber and provisions, do not confine 
themselves to these articles, nor indeed does 
this bill restrain them to-such; they have 
been in the practice, as we have learned from 
the governors and naval commanders, as 
well as from seizures made of cargoes to the 
islands, great quantities of East ludia piece- 
goods, (which from the superior advantages 
they have in the Indian trade, they can af- 
ford much cheaper than the British mer- 
chants); as well as German linens, not only 
for the consumption of the islands, but for 
the free-port trade with the. Spaniards. It 
has been said that British ships may do this 


_as well as’ foreigners, but. experience has 4 


proved that they did not do so; nor is it 
likely they shonld: American vessels in that 
_ trade are chiefly of small burthen, and can 
morceasily escape than large ships, and there 
is a further security against such practices 
by British ships, as they may be followed 


looked by ‘this measure. The Ameri 
who had in some of ‘the islands been ma. 
rially checked, and ‘in others entirely jp, 
strained in furnishing supplies of beefianj 
pork, will by this bill be set free from q 
restraint, and will infallibly thy 
merchants of [reland.—The noble dord hy 
not yet endeavoured to shew the contin 
but has dwelt on the necessity of purguiy 
the system of relaxation as a necessaryion 
conteiting himself with round assertio, 
that the West India colonies cannot exiy 
under any other; now that is the. who 
matter that is at issue between us, and { 
which I so earnestly implore enquiry. Gray 
us that and we will be satistied. If the jy. 
terest of our navigation must give way ty 
the preservation of our colonies, let usq 
least know that ‘the sacrifice we are-aboyi 
to make is a necessary one. Many othe 
objections to this measure occur to me, by 
I fear I have already tired the committe) 
with a statement of these important poink 
The noble lord says it is perfectly nght 
shift the responsibility from the goveino 
of the islands to the privy council, but thy 
slightest attention will convince gentleme 
that if you release the governors from 

sponsibility, you leave none any where; they 
are the only persons to whom any éithe 
can or ought to attach, because they alow 
can have any knowledge whatever of th 
circumstances which should lead to openim 
the ports to foreigners; with a severer 
sponsibility upon them, they will neverd 
so except in cases of real and pressing m 
cessity, as on that their indemnity must d 
pend. By what possible means cap i 
nisters in this country have a knowledg 
of famine or distress in the West Indies,i 
time to instruct the governors to adm 
supplies in American ships? It is an insit 
to our understanding to talk of it, i 
this bill shall pass into law, there willl 
neither restraint nor responsibility of aij 
sort or any where. The noble lord bh 

however (somewhat unguardedly perhap 

assigned a reason for this measure of a ve] 
different nature from any [have J 
alluded to: he has told us that the gové 
nors of the islands cannot know all t 
political circumstances which should gui 
our conduct in regulating our trade Wi 
America. That indeed opens a new @ 
wide field for discussion; it admits of 
possibility that it may be thought .rigi 
from considerations of policy, to 
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not only the: laws of this country; 80, because I “have acted: otherwise; in 


therto held sacredy..but, what the wri-! cases that might be beneficial to our com- 


ters..of -all nations have uniformly de- 
dided,to be the fundamental law of Eu- 
e; that the parent. state shall en- 

joy, cxclusively, the trade to its‘own colo- 
‘nies... In American newspapers, however, 
Joud complaints have been made of our 
navigation laws having been enforced, as | 
acts. of injustice, and it is notorious there | 
is an impression of this sort in the United 
States; this is. surely’ not the season there- 
fore’ for. abandoning the principle of 
ee am confident no one can rati- 
onally doubt this who considers with atten- 
tion. the relative situation of this country 
America at the present moment. We 
are, however, about to give up gratuit- 
ously ,,to America an important ‘point, 
which it seems she has not éven asked for, 
either as a matter of right or of favour, and 
which it is,more our interest’ now than ‘it 
ever. before was to withhold’ from ‘her. 
The, noble lord has told us, that although’ 
the principle of the navigation Jaw was a 
wise one when it was passed, it has ceased 
to. be so; and that many instances may 
occur in which it may be expedient to depart 
from it, . kam, inclined to think, however, 
that his lordship has taken up that opinion 
from some receiit publications, 
there are confident assertions fourided on 
false facts. One of the authors I alltide to 
has told you, that it is good to employ 
foreign ships in war, that we may have our 
own seamen for the navy. Can’ that gen- 
tleman tell us where, in such case, will be 
found a nursery for raising seamen to man 
our fleets in future? The largest proportion 
of, your seamen certainly come from the 
merchants’ service, and if you dry up thar 
source you will hereafter find the inconve- 
-nience of it, and will probably recur to a 
due observance of your navigation laws, 
when it will be too late to derive any ad- 
vantage from your doing so. But however 
important as nurseries for seamen the ship- 
ping of G. Britain and of her colonies is, it 
snot exclusively to that we are to look 
for resources; the fisheries both at home 
and on the coasts of our cgntinental colo- 
nies as well as at Newfoundland are very ex- 
tensive and important sources; a due encou- 
ragement given to them might be essentially 
useful, and afford another reason for a due ob- 
servance of the navigation laws. Afier all I 
have said, however,.in favour of maintain- 

‘ ing those, I do not mean to contend they 
ought not in any instance to be deviated 


merce and manufsctures, and. could not 


be injurious to our navigation, there is an 


act, 43 Geo. IH. c. 153. s. 16. in force, to 


perpit neutral ships to come from enemies’ 
ports, from whence, of course, no British 


ship can come} and another, 42 Geo. Ill... . 


c. 80. continued by 44 Geo. III,.c..$0. 
which repealed all the suspended aets of 
the last- war, and confining the importation 
in neutral ships to the produce of foreign : » 
possessions in the West Indies, the. cargoes 
af which shall be warehoused for exporta- 
tion: a third which admits hides and tallow | 
under particular circumstances, is hardly 

worth alluding to; some of the acts in the 

last war (origitiating with what was called 

the Dutch property act) certainly gave ad- 

vantages to foreign merchants as well.as 
to foreign ship-owners, because the cargoés 
imported under those’ in neutral ships were 
warehoused, and the dutics not: paid till 
the goods were taken. out, either for home 
consumption or exportation ; the foreigners: 
saving thereby the advance of money for : 
the duties, and paving only for the quanti- *: 
ties taken out, while the importers: in Bri- 
tish' ships paid the duties .on: importation, 
and for the whole quantities imported... My: 
reason for believing that British ships! can. 
carry all the articles which our colonies. 
‘may ‘want, arises from veryslong and labo- ; 
rious enquiries which have) made from. 
ship-owners both in G. Britain’ and in-the: 


“West Indies, and others who are best qua- 


lified to give information upon the subject:;.- 
I am prepared even to enter on‘the: detail 
as to the times when they should sail from - 
this country, take in their lading. in Ameri-~ 
ca, &c. &c. but it is unnecessary to trouble 

the house with these particulars: I will es-- 
tablish the whole clearly before a commit- ; 
tee, if I am allowed to go to one. I will - 
undertake to prove that the planters would _ 
be regularly supplied with all they want.as - 
early as shall be necessary, and at an extra 
expence, not éxceeding 2 per cent. on the 

freight. _I have only to add, that in the 

event of hurricanes, or other unforeseen 

emergencies, the governors must unavoid-. 
ably have the same» discretionary power 

to open the ports, that the government of 
this country always exercises in such cases: 
at home. These are the grounds upon 

which I ask the noble lord to consent, and 
wish the house to agree to go into an enquiry 

before a committee; no possible delay can 
be occasioned thereby; 1 will pledge my- 
self that’it shall be closed before the papers . 


from: coyld not indeed consistently do 
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nowteop ying our ‘information ¢an, on 
not, I will: agree, to,, ithe 
bill proceeding without waiting for, sthe re 
sult‘of that enquiry will-attend, the com: 
mittee'myself fromoday to-day for as many. 
hours! as.“shiall be necessary,: and J.am.siire 
theré arevother gentleman’ who will.do the 

sante, tite the! report shall be made.)...Js 
possible that under these circumstances en- 
quiry can bé>refused?; You at, your |, 
door imploring. for it a great number ar 
men ‘very highiy respectable: i in their seve, 
ral ‘situations «as . merchants, ship-owners, | 9 
ship-builders, . persons in variqus 
branches of trade dependant: on the build, 
ingand equipping ships; you know that not 
an hour's: delay can occasioned by. your 
hearing them, and-will you, or can you refuse , 


do'so unprecedented a: thing, Iam 
certain no reason can be assigne support |, 
of In every commercial political , 
point of view the subject is a-most impor-. 
tant one, and one respecting which, (above, , 
all others) the fullest investigation should 
take ‘place: before a material alteration, is, 
made init; in the present instance there 


has beennone ‘either before. the council} 


or! in this house. ‘Let me therefore, repeat 
€arnest entreaties, on, the part jof the 
public and of, the-petitioners, that this mat- 
tet may be carefully examined, before, 
cominittee above-stairs) 

‘Lord’ Temple denigd, that, by: any. pe 
version of reasoning it could be arash oh 
that his»majesty’s ministers had insinuated 
torsu¢h a respectable body of .men_,as the 
ship: owners connected with, the, present 
subject, that they were blockheads, and 
that they did not understand their own/in- 
terests,, Nor: would the charge, that they 
were ‘precluded from iavdair: and. candid 
hearing appear better: founded, when it, 
was considered that ‘leave was given to the 

rsons. concerned: to have) their _cause., 
pledded.by: counsel, at ithe bar of the house, 
and’ that now they declined availing them-) 
selves’ of this permission, and. thought such, 
a proceeding unnecessary. » The right hon. 
had: stated, that: it -was desirable, to 

low to statid. onthe, exigency 
of themoment. ‘This would be the con: 
sequence of the»proposed,.bill, Did it go. 
peremptorily to\order thé ports tobe open- 
ed?) No. Thedanguage of it was.. “when, 
from ‘the necessity of the case it should ap- 
pear to his majesty, the advi¢e.of his 
privy council, that the opening of, the ports 
was requir ced.” The ship-owners wished 
for security. Security would be granted 
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t 


the} 
hest ‘Means 


the, ‘there ore, | ve' a bee! 
curity, to.the ship owners, ‘was’ 
terly , impassible: they coul have, ‘in any 


other way. ; 

Sir, Cu Price, ‘had ‘taken: gitat to 

forra himself op this: subject,. é had con’! 
sulted: those who. were most, conversant with” 
‘it, and, on. the whole he ,was ¢ convinced that 
-if this, bill ssed, into a, law, it would be at" 
terided with... the. ost pernicious effects.” 
‘|Government might as. well .say_ to’ the” 
ship-owners, Discharge your men, take’ 
no ..more apprentices, build no’ more. 
vessels,”.., We, should lose not only the 
carrying. grade, but.-.a great nursery for” 
our seamen,|} which would be transported {0 
the other side,of the Atlantic, an event that 
he earnestly. deprecated. Feeling, there,’ 
fore, the necessity of pausing on stich an im: 
portant and dangerous measure, must” 
second the, amendment of his right’ hon, 
friend. ,, 
Sir W; “Young thought it right that wii 
members should be anxious for the Com! 
merce and manufactures of the country, but, 
they ought also to attend to the necessities 
of the,.West Indies; ,and certain he was, 
that the colonies. could not, be sur plied from’ 
this. country ;in the two great’ articles of 
necessity, . provisions, and umber, ' nor by’ 
anyother than, America 5 he. “Should” there 
fore support, the bill 

Sir WV. Curtis urged’ ‘the Propriety 
hearing the ship awners before a committee 
of, the house,, that they might have a ps 
portunity of proving the truth 
statements. For his part, there were two 


a hem Di 
hey,awhen the; ope 
t the, discretion..of 
Vest India. islands ? 
idges, of the, stale 
f the, time.of the s 
dither could they..j 
forded from this country could 
nt: to. meet, the ; wants -experienced ‘there 
Vhat security, however, had they 
‘ould do so with. every regard to ihe infer’ 
Would .not they themselves Have® ani 
portunity of going ta ministers and shewing!® 
them that from, the quantity of “tonnage”. 
clearéd out to the plantations, there was no” 
| 
i 


~ 


we? 


but in cases of the’ most urgent 'necessity.' 


bill, otherwise he must, oppose its 


45 


important parts of our constitution, ‘the 


"Habeas Corpus Act, and’ the Navigation” 
| they’ say‘ théy ‘ate ready and. eager ‘to “enter 


Act; which,in bis opinion ought t6 
be-interfered with, and “never suspended” 


Sir... Baring, said, ‘in all‘€ases the navi- 
gation laws gave ‘way to necessity; when 
we wanted provisions, we’ gave invitations: 
to all nations ‘to. furnish them, ‘and’ never 
confined thér't6 do it in British’ships; ‘on 
‘the contrary, we took them’ as‘we'\could 
get them. He’ insisted’ onvit, “the ship» 
owners of this country could not supply the 
colonies, and it? and 
cruel, as well'as impolitic, ‘to trust to them, 
at tie risk Of Starving thowsands, in case they 
should, attempt.’ He was; theré- 
fore’ a tothe: billi 

Mr. Aldérmian Prinsep'had novobjection, 
to leaving ‘the exetcise' of aidisoretion with 
ministers,’ convinced ' that: they.wauld, not 
abuse it. “There -were, howevenpelauses in. 
the®bill' which @larmed-him. »Qne? in’ parti- 
cular) 'whére theithportation into the West 
extended all! goods 
whatever; and to! “ manufactures,”.a_ word 
which'he thought’ ought) to be omitted, as 
alli¢he require under the bill 
waslumberii ‘By: another, clause, a liberty, 
of-vexportation. was’, given, ,..extending., to 
sugars, &c.. which, he thought ought to be 
omitteds;;1f these alterations, were under- 
stood.to be, agteed to, he should, not object 


Lord. Temple said, that generally speaking, 


- hesaw no objection to the alteration propo- 


sed by the hon. member. 


, Mr...Perceval rose and spoke as follows: | 


—alf,,, sir; this bill goes into a committee, I 
have no doubt that the noble lord will ac- 
quiesce in the amendment proposed by the 


worthy magistrate who spoke. last, ahd by. 


which some of the objections to the bill 
will, unquestionably be in a degree removed. 
But however, those objections may be re- 
moved, | apprehend that after all that can 
he effected by giving way to the desire of 
the worthy magistrate, the house will upon 
reflection, be of opinion that there will still 
remain oljections in principle, which will 
render it extremely unwise. to pass this bill 
im any shape whatever.—An hon. baronet 
(sir P.. Baring) whose authority on mercan- 
tile subjects stands (in this house as well as 
évery:wliere else) extremely high, hasegiven 


-us.to understand, that he is decidedly of 


‘pinion, that the ship-owners of this coun- 
try. who. oppose this bill are desiring to have 


the monopoly of a trade which, if théy had 


that’ monopoly, they ‘could Mot “earry ons. 
that the trade whieh they seck,’ aud) whieh: 


into,’ is actually’ impracticable.) Now, sir, 


-| with’ all the respect and deference which B+ 


‘most unfeighedly feel for’ the opinion: of 
that ‘worthy baronet, and without pretend- 
ing to have an opinion of my ‘owt worthy 
to be ‘mentiotied with his upon any-eom-. | 
mercial quéstion, { ¢annot’ forbear from’ 
remarking, that this is only opinion against.’ 
opinion; and judgment’ against judgement, - 
‘not inine against ‘his, for that ‘P shotild' hot 
have the presumption ‘to state, but the’ 
nion of “great,” intelligent; 
merchants of this’ city, against the’ 


a 


the and these merehants;\! 
| this’ qualifie 


‘to judge; this'pledge of 
the ‘sincérit} and strength of their’ eonvier 
tion,” that‘ they "declare | thiemseives ready 4 
‘and ‘willitig in? thisovery trade,“ 
ant! risk their intevésts on its’suceéss. + andy 
Lam confident, that howéver'valivable ane) 
deservedly ethinent the the were!) 
thy “baronet is upon titis subjeety yet ‘the “ 
hotisé must‘ feel ‘that it’ wétid Be téo much! 


| deference to be paid to ait¥‘ opinions dnd 4 


am persuaded that no person would be nrore< 
| Sorry than the worthy baronet himself, that» 
such deference shotild'bé paid’to his; if 
house should rest so far’ satisfied with the 
authority of that opinion; as to: precinde 
any bedy of men ‘in this coutitty frém-hav-: 


| ing a full investigation 6f'a Subject so intex. 


resting ‘to them, hefore an} fittal ‘decision. 
upon it was adopted. What T'wish 
this point may’ be investigated ¢om-~ 
mittee nominated by: this “house, itr order: 
that we may be enabled to judee between the: 
two. opposite opitions, and to determine- 
whether those who are concerned in thie 
trade, who are acquainted with it, whoare? 
| disposed to’ embark their property and their: 
intérest ih it, have formed thetrue opinion, or- 
whether the hon. baronet is right in his? the: 
hon. baronet, had he been in the house 6m 
a foriner night when this subject was dis- 
cussed, wonld have heard on behalf of 
those who oppose this bill, mereWanits‘in the: 
city of the most respectable character, and’ 
of the first intelligence, a declaration that 
they were now actually engaging in: this 
trade; that they had actually taken ap shipt 
ping for the purpose of carrymgit'on; fay, - 
that in so doing they were not engaging in 
any new unitried speculation; but weremerély 
reverting back to their fotmer ‘trade? that 
they had doné the same before,’had takén 
these ‘voyages, ‘had’ carried’ ‘on “that very 
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trade which the hon. baronet deems imprac- 
ticable, and were now disposed to. embark 
in the same again, provided that such..pro- 
tection should be given to it as they.asked ; 
provitied convoys should be afforded. to 
thém; provided that facility of opening 
the ports to neutrals which had lately. ob- 


tained; should no longer be continued ; and. 


that the. trade. should be properly secured 


- to the British subjects, under these cireum- 


stances. All we intreat is, that the house 
should: not be hurried on with such preci- 
pitate and eager haste, without a pause for 
enquiry upon a subject. which the hon, 
baronet himself, and all who support the 
measure, admit to be of extreme ,impor- 
tance. All that is proposed by, my right 


| 


hon. friend is, that there should be a. tem- 


porary suspension, of the proceeding on this. 


dill, uatil.a short enquiry shall have taken 


which. its merits must depend—the whole 
delay, on account of this will vot be more 
than four, days; four days is all the time 
which jis asked for the purpose of ascer- 
taining, the fact, on which there exists at 
puesent, such a diversity of opinion. Now, 
sig, I do think that this house can hardly 
do otherwise than grant the request of my 
right hon. friend; it is only to follow that 
course which is consistent with the well-un- 
derstood practice of this house, constituting 
as-it were a part of its character, the prac- 
tice of giving.a ready hearing to every 
thing that can be offered upon any subject 


; which is before them ; and more especially 


on a subject of such vital importance to the 
best interests of our trade and navigation 
as this is. When the first proposal was 
made for a committee above-stairs, the de- 
lay which it would occasion was then stated 
to be very short; from some reasons mov- 
ing as much from the other side of the 
house as from any other quarter, 14 days 
have elapsed since that proposal was made ; 
during less than one half of that period, 


~ the whole of the enquiry proposed by my 


right hon, friend might be gone through, 
and then we should not have had to rest 
the debate on the opinion of gne individual 
er another, who may casually deliver his 
sentimenis in the. house, -but we should 
bave had the authentic opinion and report 
of a conimittee, drawing their judgment 
vom a proper source, namely, the evidence 
which. they would have examined. I am 


place-into. some of the leading facts on, 


sure therhouse must think it extremely un- 


fortunate, that such a course was not taken 
at first ; that.would have been. satisfactory 


clusion,, But, sir, 1 now feel indeed: that 


the admissions of the hon. gent. who spoke 


full of errots and defects, and |might, if 
passed in its’ present shape, most mischie- 
vously affect our trade in tlie, West Indies, 
That admission indeed of ‘itself, 1 should 
have imagined, might have been a tolerable 


through the house in haste; but we are told 
| that the bill itself provides that it is never 
to be acted upon, except in cases of abso~ 


there is great weight in that circumstance, 


cile him to the passing of this bill, that the 


have of the necessity of acting before they 
put it into execution; that they must, there- 
fore, before they give any directions or 


in this matter, make all the necessary en- 
quiries, and that ministers will not act’ 


sess it. The hon. gent. from his confidence in 


to give these powers, in full trust that they 
will use them with this discretion. But, 
sir, before this house gives the power te’ 
the privy council, that is to the present’ 
ministers, which this bill is calculated to: 
give them, I ‘could have wished that those’ 
ministers had shewn some disposition not! 
to make an unnecessary and ‘inconsiderate’ 
use of it, that sucli directions as they might’ 
give would only be from time to time, as 
the exigency of the case may require ; and 


themselves as to be able to correct their 


to us all; the committee would have stated 
the. facts, would have shewn the grounds" i 
on which they had proceeded ; So that every” 
member of the house would have been able’ 
to judge for himself as to the correctness of ©" 
theirstatement or the fairness of theit con.“ 


last, to say that this bill is at present capable. 
ofa variety’of constructions, and that it is 


good: reason why the bill should not go. 
lute necessity; and the hon. gent. thinks 


It is that which seems particularly to recon. - 


power given to the privy council is guarded 
by the proof which they are required to 


instructions that any thing should be done 


the present administration, may be disposed 


errors, if they should find out: that _ 


that they would so guardedly condnet 


there is a, very substantial ground for 
conduct of his majesty’s ministers, in endea-” 
vouring to hasten this bill forward. It is 
now apparent. why they should be so de. 
sirous of passing this bill into a Jaw; they, 
have a ground which I was not apprized of 
in the least degree, until [, came into the - 
house thisiday. ‘Fhe order of the secretary _ 
of state, which 1. now hold in-my hand, and 
which presently will state, sufficiently ex- 
plains it.—We are entitled, and, that from. 


blindly under the discretion when they pos! | 
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- all that has been said in defence of this bill, 


“conduct was erroneous; at ‘least it might 
~ ‘be required, that they should have done 
* nothing from which the contrary disposition 
“might be inferred; that they would have 
* taken no step without making some enquiry 
~“Gnto the pradence of it; that above all they 
* Should have made no order on the subject 
~~ matter of a bill which they intended to 
ss bring into parliament, before the sense of 
~ parliament had been taken on it; and that 
-"' they would not have made any ‘order 
whatever upon this subject at any time, 
under any pretence, for an unlimited pe- 

~~ siod ; this is what might have been expect- 
ed. The house shall now see, sir, what 
has been the fact. A right hon. gent. (Mr. 
Windham) whose situation as secretary of 
state of the colonies, makes it proper, at 
least, if not necessary, for him to be pre- 
sent at this ‘discussion, although he does 
not seem to have any disposition to attend 

to it, is now, I am sorry to observe, about 

to withdraw from the house, at the moment 
when I am going to make an observation 
on his conduct asa minister, when lam 
going to advert to an act which he has 
done of a most extraordinary nature. After 


on account ofits giving the privy council 
power to act only in cases of emergency, 
and that they cannot do any thing under it, 
except in cases of proved necessity, and 
that much of its merit depends on its not 
‘giving the privy council power to act, ex- 
cept in such cases of emergency or extreme 
necessity, what will the house say when I 
tell them that I now hold in my hand an 
— order issued by that right hon. secretary 
three months before the time in which 
I have thé honour of addressing this house 
upon the subject ; that that order authorizes 
the governors of the West India islands to 
do that which the hon. gent. seems to 
think would be improper for the privy coun- 
cil to do after this bill is passed :—not to 
suspend, during an emergency of proved 

‘ necessity, for a limited time, the law which 
prohibits importation by foreigners into the 
colonies; but geuerally, indefinitely, during 
the continuance of the war, to suspend the 
navigation laws as far as they respect this 
subject: and this three months before he 
deigns to come to parliament to ask for 
power to do so? This; sir, may be a proper 
act, no man can doubt that: but it was‘done 
in a very improper manner, during the sit- 
ting of parliament, without asking its au- 
thority, without waiting for its sanction; 
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sary than it is improper, unless indeed we 
are to suppose that ministers are actuated 
by some political motives which they do not 
think proper to disclose to us, or unless they 
may think it will serve to shew the author- 
ity which they have in this house, that they 
take measures of this kind, anticipating the 
determination of parliament, for the pur- 
pose of displaying their own power, and 
the confidence which they feel that ‘this 
house is prepared to sanction whatever they 
may think proper to dictate. And are we 
now to be told that we are safe in trusting 
to the discretion of these gentlemen, that 
they will make none but a right use of the 
legal power which this bill will give them, 
when we have this mstance before us, even 
where they assumed the power before it was 
legal, of acting upon it with so little discre- 
tion and reserve? What shall we say, after 
this, of the discretionary power to be given 
to such ministers by the present bill, of . 
their limiting the exercise of_it to the*case 
of a proved emergency—-when we see that 
before they were well warm in their seats, 
and before they had had time to makeany en- 
quiry into the existence* of the emergency, 
or the probable duration of it, they assume 
an authority which the law had not given 
them, and act upon. it to an extent which 
their friends admit would have been wrong, 
even if the authority had legally existed? 
This order, however, is the substantial rea- 
son which his majesty’s ministers have for 
pressing this bill through the house; they 
want an act of parliament to countenance 
them in the illegal act which they havecom- 
mitted, and if enquiry should produce the 
proof that no justifiable necessity exists, the 
same enquiry they feel would produce their 
own condemnation, for assuming a power 
which bad not only not been granted by par- 
liament, but which parliament might deter- 
inine was not proper to be granted at all, 
Sir, what fell from the noble lord makes it 
difficult to know exactly what is to be the 
intended operation of this bill, because, un- 
til all the clauses are gone through, we know 
not what articles are to be specified in the 
bill, as those which alone may be permitted 
for importation. The noble lord agrees 
generally to limit the bill according to the 
ideas of the worthy alderman who spoke 
last; know-not, therefore, what power. is 
tended io be ultimately given to his majesy 
in council, with respect to the articles to be 
j imported ; but | apprehend that as the biil 
now stands, every article of the produce of 


aud, sir, it is no less strange and unneces- 


the West India-islands. may be exported 
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ovffom-them' te every, part of the world.—~ 
nos: no, from the ministerial. side of the 
house.) sir, [will read 
v » the words of the act; they. aay speak 
forthemselves.+ (here the hon. and learned 


v> treads clause the act,of parlia- | 


the words, to, import to, 

and) exportfrom, any of the West India 

Gslands, .words it, is evident 

there is-no limit te the-exportation, neither 
to the quantity nor quality of the articles, 

» © nor ithe places te which they, may be carried, 
How-all thisis be altered 1 know uot, 
but-so-dpstandsat present. We, have argued 

it, as if the importation was to, be permit- 
only: America;. it is,, however, no 
things every. neutral, country, as. well 
America, may, under. this: bill as it now 
- stands, ‘he permitted. to.import any article. 
of the-growth and produce of their respect-. 

ve countries. On, this part: of the bill much. 

£emains ta be explained; and, we must wait 

to be: informed-upon, it, and to understand, 

it;-till-we come intoihe committee. My im- 
‘oupression, sir,,of the whole of the bill, is. 
‘most undoubtedly, that it, is perfectly 
‘politic and unjustifiable, because it is per- 

fectly unnecessary. The authors, of the 

Measure, nideed, found it, upon, necessity. 
» “Pheyteil us their reason for introducing it, 

is’to afford: necessary. relief to the colonies. 
‘to save them from, starving, and to enable 
us and thenr to profit by their produce. If 

| “it were necessary for these objects, | should 
indeed agree that these objects would justify 
« «it; but it is demonstrable, nay, it is demon- 
~toostrated, that itis not necessary for them, 
' they are attained; they have been secured 

«  ‘by-the system, as it at present prevails, and 
) which has been acted upoa during the pre- 
-sent-war.—In all the history of parliament- 

| ary proceedings, it seems to me, therefore, 

there is no paraliel to this measure. | know 

sof nothing equal.to.the character. of incon- 
i» siderate improvidence aad impollicy which 
“| attaches to it... We are all agreed that the 
» system of the navigation laws is most es- 
sential to.our greatness and our existence, 
be broken in upon, but in 
 casesof grave necessity :, yet the noble lord's 
own statement, his own argument to prove 

| that necessity, shews that. it is unnecessary, 
«distinctly proyes. that. no such bill is requi- 
-ged.—+For the last 13 years, hé says the co- 

- inthe West Lndies bavé been.obliged. 
tocbe: supplied from America with every 
o@thing they have wanted, .'The law, probibi- 
io © «ting such supply, has been obliged to be 


ence ofthe law, which the noble lord con- 
tends it is absolutely necessary should be 
vallered to, enable. the colonies to’ be 
_supplied, and to protect. them from starva. 
tien, jt stands: admitted, that for 13 Years 
the. colonies |have, been in fact, supplied, 
‘This, say is a practical proof that the bill 
is, unnecessary. I say it cannot. be stated 
to be necessary to have the law allered, to 
enable you,to do that which you have been 
able to do. without that alteration of the 
law, for 13, years together. I admit, indeed, 
that this supply, has been by, an infraction 
.of the law, and. that as a general proposi. 
tion, it. cannot, be doubted that it'is better, 
by, parliamentary » provision, , prospectively 
.tolegalize any act, than retrospectively to 
indemnify. the illegal performance of it: : 
and therefore whether there is not more 
seenliness, more legislative propriety in 
suspending the law, as is intended by this 
bill, than to leave it to be broken, may be 
matter of argument, and it will depend 
upon the weight of the objections to be 
stated against such proceedings, whether it 
ought to be adopted or not. But it is im. 
possible to found the measure upon that sort 
of necessity which the noble lord has assert- 
el, anecessity which is supposed to be created 
by the utter starvation of the colonies, and 
destruction of their. produce,, which, but 
for this measure, would ensue; there must 
be an end, therefore, of all the declamation |, 
we have heard about this starving and ruin 
of the colonies ; it is wholly inapplicableto 
the case; it is totally, beside the merits of 
this question; for we find, nay, it is the 
foundation of ihe argument for the bill, that 
we have had an opportunity of supplying the 
colonies with provisions, and of bringing 
home their produce for 13 years, during war, 
notwithstanding the law as it aow stands; 
the argument therefore, butlion the necessity 
of this measure is at an end, asthat necessity 
is shewn not to exist, Then comes the § 
consideration whether or not policy de- 
mands, or even admits of this measure: or 
whether the impropriety of continually sub- 
mitting to the breach of the law, continually 
recognizing that breach, and continually in- 
demnifying it, as has certainly been the 
case, is not so objectionable as to outweigh 
the objections which can be urged against. 
the bill which is now proposed? Now, sir, 
as I have said. already, 1 am perfectly wil- 
ling to, admit that as a general’ proposition 
(but not applicable to the ‘state‘of our colo- 
niés) it is, as unfit’ to continue the law 


i. broken.’ Notwithstanding then the exist- 


such a state, as to make the breach of it 
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_necessary : and:that it is better to suspend 
orrelax it, when you can reasonably anti- 
_ Cipate the necessity of breaking it. Asa 
-general proposition, I say again, Lam ready 
to admit it. But the question here is, first, 
whether it isa proposition which is true, as 
applicable to. the particular situation of the 
colonies, with respect to the navigation 
Jaws? and:another question natprally arising 
out of the first, is, whether it is wise to act 
upon that proposition, supposing it to be 
at the present moment ? Upon 
first question, it must be remembered, 
that the main ground on which it is con- 
tended that authority should be given to 
the privy council, instead of suffering the 
power of selexing the laws of navigation, 
and the power of opening their ports to re- 
main with the governors of the islands, as 
it has done of late, is this: —That the situa- 
tion of those governors, their constant, daily 
and familiar intercourse with the planters, 
who are naturally led to seek the cheapest 
mode of supplying the islands, ¢x poses them 
to exaggerated statements of the necessities 
of those islands, and to a pressure from the 
importunity of the planters which is almost 
 arresistible. But apprehend the arguments 
from the importunity to which the govern- 
ors are exposed, shews the necessity of 
making it more difficult for them to yield 
to it, and of protecting them from the effect 
of that importunity, rather than the pro- 
priety of making it more easy, by vesting 
them with the discretion which this bill 
through the privy-council would give them. 
At present the governor, if he suspends 
these laws, must suspend them under his 
own responsibility ; he must be able to jus- 
tify the violation of the law, by making out 
@ strong case of necessity; and the noble 
lord seems to think that this is highly im- 
proper, for that the governors of the West 
ndia islands can know nothing of those 
various matters, the consideration of which 
ought to govern the decision of the ques- 
tion, whether our ports shall be opened to 
foreigners or not? that they can know no- 
thing of the state of the market here, of the 
general circumstances of Europe, of the state 
of convoys, of the prudence of our ships 
sailing for the islands; of their readiness to 
sail; of what they are about to carry with 
them to the supply of the islands: and that all 
these things are known only, or best known 
to the privy-council; that a governor of one 
of the West India islands can know nothing 
of them, Now, sir, hé certainly cannot 
know much of any of these matters; but he 
knows that which is move valuable for the 
VII, 
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present purpose than all the rest put toge- 
ther; he knows’the state of the island that 
seeks to be relieved for want of supplies 
infinitely better than the government at 
home; he knows its wants, and possibly 
the means of its relief, which government 
here cannot know. Now, let us suppose 
that under the probability of being able to 
provide the islands from hénce, government 
were to give directions to shut the ports of 
the islands, and rigorously to enforce the 
navigation laws, what would be the state of 
the governors in the West Indies if the 
islands should be in distress when such di- 
rections should arrive? precisely the same 
situation, [ contend, as it is now. For the 
refusal of the privy-council to authorize the 
opening of the ports, would not make the 
obligation on the governors not to admit of 
foreign importations stronger than the na- 
vigation laws make it at present. A ne- 
cessity similar to that which justifies their 
opening the ports now, would justify it 
equally when this bill is passed, for they 
would not under the authority of any law 
or order'to enforce that law he led to cause 
the absolute starvation of the islands: after 
this law passes, therefore, the same incon- 
venience must again subsist, the same sys- 
tem be resorted to, unless the privy-council 
is uniformly to authorise the importation ; 
and if that is the intention, it would be 
more candid and manly to avow it at once, 
and let parliament itself make this alfera- 
tion, instead of leaving it to the privy coun- 
cil. But government are to send out, un- 
der the authority of this bill, direétions to 
the governors of the West India islands how 
they are to conduct themselves; why can- 
not they do so now without any authority 


‘under this bill? Can any power which they 


may derive from this act of parliament give 
them additional information as to the pro- 
priety of opening ‘or of keeping shut at any 
particular time the ports in the West In- 
dies? depending, as we are told that ques- 
tion does, on the state of Europe, and of 
the markets here, the state of convoys, of 
the state of ships and cargoes, on which the 
privy council are supposed to know all, and 
the governors of the islands to know no- 
thing? They may as well send out all this 
information without this bill as with it. But 
then, on the other hand, when we know 
that the necessary supplies for the West In- 
dia islands are not to be had from hence, but’ 
that they must be had from the American 
market, what reason’ is there for supposing 
that goverment here are better judges of 
the ros of obtaining such supplies, and 
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, the necessity of obtaining them through fo- , ed, and be continued during the whole of 


_reigners, than the governors of the islands 
are? I contend, and contend, I think, irre- 
fragably, that government here can know 
nothing of the state of the islands, or at least 
ivery little at any time in comparison with 
the knowledge of the governors of those 
islands; that government can have no 
means of knowing any thing upon the sub- 
ject, except such as they derive from the 
governors; that with such materials it is 
impossible for them by orders from hence 
-to meet the necessities of those islands ; 
-that they can seldom, if ever, send instruc- 
tions from hence in time to be acted upon, 
-so as to be useful to the islands in the hour 
of distress; but there the governors must 
know, and can act upon the necessity of the 
‘moment. This, sir, leads me to think that 
it would be better to leave the law as it is, 
-and to leave the governors of the islands to 
act under their own responsibility, as they 
have done, rather than to remove from 
them all the responsibility, and to shift it 
on government, who, however well dis- 
posed, cannot have such good’ means of. 
judging as the governors on the spot. And 
I feel, sir, an increased reluctance to repose 
this confidence in government, when I find 
that the present and prevailing opinion of 
its members is not to issue reluctantly such 
orders as may from time to {ime appear to 
be called for by necessity ; but that the pre- 
sent mode is.to issue general and sweeping 
orders at once, nay, the very desire to have 
this extended power which the bringing in 
_of this bill implies, is a reason why it should 


not be given them, as it could not have | 


been asked for but from the wish to exert 
it. I should therefore say, that I would 
not assent to any law to enlarge the discre- 
tionary power of a government, whose 
course of conduct was of this description. 
Gentlemen are therefore running away from 
the subject, when upon supposition that the 
discretion of the privy council will prevent 
an unnecessary use of the powers under the 
bill, they refuse to grant an enquiry, to see 
whether the necessities of the colgnies 
could not be supplied by leaving the law as 
‘it is. The time such an enquiry would 
take up, however great, would be no argu- 
ment against the propriety of it; but the 
time would, in fact, be extremely short. 
The conduct of government in issuing the 
order to which I have alluded, makes it a 
moral certainty, that if that law pass, (such 
is the opinion and impression of his ma- 
jesty’s present government) that the whole 
power given under this bill will be employ- 


the present war. I say this from the’ best 
authority—from the actions of his majesty’s 
ministers; from the directions to that effect 
already given; and 1am confirmed in this 
opinion by what fell from the right hon, 
gent. (Mr. Fox) on a former discussion of 
this subject, when he said there was no 
likelihood that any event could occur, in 
which the exercise of the discretion by the 
privy council would not be necessary during 
the whole of the present war. The truth 
of the matter is, that the government has 
no idea of the possibility of this trade’ being 
carried on in any other way than they now 
propose it to be. The same opinion pre. 
vailed at the close of the last war; but an 
enquiry was then instituted, and it was 
found that it could be carried on by our 
own shipping. No man can doubt, that if 
the same trade be possible during the war, 
that it ought to be encouraged; that it 
would be infinitely desirable not to suspend 
any part of the navigation laws: why then 
refuse ourselves the opportunity of knowin 
the fact? of affording satisfaction to those 
who allege that the trade is practicable? 
who say they are ready to embark in it? 
In satisfaction to our own country we ought 
to hear them, in order to shew that we do 
not sacrifice any. of its interests unnecessa- 
rily; and even if we were convinced that 
these gentlemen have taken up a wron 
impression, we ought to hear them, if it 
were only to satisfy them of their error. 
But as this is not the opinion of the right 
hon. gent. (Mr. Fox), nor that of the other 
secretary of state, and as they have $0 
many other points to attend to, what chance 
is there of their instituting the enquiry? 
The enquiry must be made by the house 
or it will not be made at all.—Above all, 
the house would do well to consider the 
doubt expressed by the right hon. gent. 
(Mr. Fox), whether the provision of this bill 
will not require to be extended even to @ 
time of peace; that is to me, sir, a most 
alarming doubt coming from such a quarter. 
It is true, indeed, he stated no fixed 
nion upon the subject; but he stated his 
mind to be in doubt upon it, and if his 
mind doubts whether the policy of this 
measure would not be applicable to a time 
of peace, we can have but very little hope 
that he or any of his colleagues wiil consent 
to institute an enquiry into the possibility 
of dispensing with it during war. The 
house will do well tox.consider that it is now 


called upon to adopt a measure, the prin- 


ciple of which is to legalize the suspension 
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of that system of navigation law; which has 
long been felt not only in this house but 
out of it; not only in this country but out 
out of it; not only in Europe but over all 
the globe, to have been the foundation of 
all our naval power, of our real strength, of 
all our greatness, from which is derived our 
glory; which has made us what we are, the 
admiration and envy of the world; a system 
_ adopted and followed up by the wisdom of 
our most enlightened ancestors, and recom- 
mended to our regard and veneration from 
the benefits which we have uniformly de- 
rived from it; benefits which other nations 
are endeavouring to grasp from us, and 
which such measures as these will tend to 
fling into their hands. _ Sir, these are serious 
considerations, and if ever there was a pe- 
riod when the policy of such a measure as 
this could be particularly doubtful in point 
of time, the present is that period. The 
world supposes at least, that there are at 
this moment many serious points, points of 
the. greatest delicacy, connected with our 
colonial monopoly, and our belligerent rights 
as. affecting our navigation system, depend- 
ing between us and America. What can 
be the prudence then at this time, of adapt- 
ing any measure which shall shew, that our 
principles of policy, whether respecting our 
colonial or our belligerent rights as connect- 
ed with our navigation system, hang in any 
degree more loosely about us, than they did 
at any former period? Whatever may be the 
sentiments of government on the measures 
_ which may arise out of these points so under 
’ discussion, whatever may be the disposition 
or-the determination of his majesty’s govern- 
ment on the subject of them, if contrary to 
every state policy which has always guided 
us, our government is about to make con- 
cessions (which I trust is not the case, 
though I fear it is).on the subject of that 
main bulwark of our strength, and founda- 
tion of our power, our navigation laws and 
our colonial system, policy requires that 
they should not betray a less regard for 
those laws, and for that system, than was 
felt by our ancestors. For they will render 
the sacrifice which they may be prepared 
to make of less value by shewing the light 
estimation; in which they hold what they 
concede, and wilk purchase less returns of 
gratitude. or other. considerations for what 
they sacrifice, But if on the contrary this 
system of our policy is intended to be up: 
held; ifsat the time we insist upon uphold- 
ing it, we appear by our conduct to under- 
value it; our adherence will. be attributed 
to our pride, to our obstinacy, to our ill will, 
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to any thing in short but those true princie 
ples of just and rational: policy on which 
alone’ our determination to adhere to’ it, 
ought to appear to rest.—In addition to this, 
sir, there are circumstances in the present 
time which I should think make the policy © 
of this act of parliament the most dangerous 
that ever was, or ever could be adopted in 
this country. For what do gentlemen say. 
in support of it? they’ are loud to assert 
that tor the last 13 years we have seen that 
we cannot supply our West India colonies 
without the assistance of America. To le-~ 
gislate upon this principle, what is it but to 
tell them and the world that America may ” 
do what she pleases with us. The honble. 
gentl. a minister opposite, cheers at this idea, 
as if he seemed to think it a pleasing con- . 
sideration that we cannot exist, that is, that 
our colonies cannot exist, without America; — 
that we must have her assistance or we.can- ° 
not supply them. Surely every man must_ 
doubt the policy of telling ‘America this, by 
the solemn assurance of an act of parliament. 
It cannot be very wise to enact laws which 
will have the effect of telling the Americans © 
that we are in their hands,, that they may 
do what they please with us, that if they 
shut their ports against us our colonies in 
the West Indies must perish. Is it wise” 
for the legislature of this country to speak 
this language to America, especially at a 
time when some persons of considerable in- 
fluence there, do not seem indisposed to 
quarrel with us? But if the policy of such 
conduct be doubtful, what shall we say to 
the spirit and the dignity of it. The chosen 
opportunity for bringing in this bill is just 
upon the arrival of intelligence from Ame- 
rica of an act having been passed there giv- 
ing to the president conditional powers of 
shutting up their ports against our trade, — 
according as he does or does not receive sa~ 
tisfaction on given points within a certain ~ 
period from this country. If we by pass-’ 
ing this act do that which is convenient to 
America, which seems to favour her views 
towards our colonies, it will be attributed 
to a principle of fear in this country, im- 
pressed upon our councils by this act of the 
American legislature, a principle of action 
most baneful to a state at any time, most 
particularly so to ours at the present, and 
the manifestation of which would be as de- 
trimental to the interests, as disgraceful to 
the character of thisnation.—Uponthe whole 
then of this great question, it appears to me, 
sir, that we have made out these propositions : 
that all the necessity for this measure arising 
rom the fear of the starvation of the West 
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| of their getting their supplies but. through 
the means of this. act.of parliament, is wholly. 
done away by our having shewn incisputa- 
bly that’they, have been actually and. suffi 
| supplied, before this act was thought 
of; that the loss which has been. sustained 
in our shipping and navigation. interests 
by the departure which has been admitied 
fram our, navigation: system, has been: de- 
monstra‘ed; ahd the consequent: necessity 


practice, instead of systematically and autho- 
ritatively abandoning it still,further, cannot, 
with any shew, of reason, be denied; that 
it is our interest, to hold in our hands. the 
power, and to shew. that we possess the 
means of carrying the necessary supplies in 
our,own ships to the coionies, instead of be- 
ing,at this particular. moment objiged to ac- 
knowledge, their necessary dependance, on 
America ;aod, that the political considera- 
tian of the, whole question with reference 
to our, maritime strength, and toe great: in- 


with reference to our. honour and) dignity 
in-the character of our conduct and proceed- 
ings at this moinent.towards America; that 
the adyption of,ihis:measure will be most 
unwise and most impoiitic, called for and 

Justified by no.necessity, recommended by 

no utility, and under all the circum- 
stances attending it, as disgraceful to our 
| character, as it is useless and unnecessary to 
our interests; and therefore speaking for 
myself, | must say, that whatever alterations 

may be adopted in.any of the provisions of 

the. biil in the committee, I must.continue 
to.object.to it. The noble lord may in the 
committee remove the objections which 

‘ others,have to it, my objections are radi- 
cally against,its principle, such as cannot be 
cured ina committee. But the object of 

| my right hon. friend near me (Mr. Rose), 
I can. assent to most readily, because his ob- 
Hi ject, is enquiry to give information to the 
~ hose, without which the house cannot with 
propriety proceed to,act, because without it 
the house cannot be said to act with its 
{ih eyes open; if. therefore. gentlemen on the 
other:side will yield:to his: motion, and let 
i the consideration of .this bill be postponed 
for another week, and in the mean time go 
il into an enquiry above stairs, it will not only 
be doing the house justice, and acting seem- 
i ly and decently with regard to this great 
ai national subject, but it will aiso be proceed- 
ij ing with no more than due respect and. at- 
tention to those who conceive their inte- 
rests so, much. concerned. as. to: apprehend 
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India colonies, and from. the, impossibility. 


of. endeavouring to adhere to our former. 


terests dependant. upon that strength, and) 
‘speaking, a monstrous proceeding, 


their ruin on its passing into’ a laws Bug’ 
however well or ill founded those apprehens 


sions may be, it must be admitted ‘to’ bee 


wise at all events in this house to proceed 
only on information on which~it. may rélyy 
and to refuse to proceed without it; and'not 


‘to. confess by its conduct that it is compels 


ed blindly and upon‘ confidence’ to adopt: 
this measure in ignorance, and as it were in 
contempt of thuse dangers to our navigation’ 
interests, and our maratime preponderance, 
which those.most interestedand best informs 
ed, anticipated fromiitsadoption. 
The Attorney General argued, that there’ 
were nomanutactures'carried from America’ 
to the colonies, but only food for the slaves, 
and a few other articles which could not be: 
supplied by Great Britain. The law had’ 
been violated during a. of) 13) years, 
and at the discretion of the governors-of the ' 
colonies.. It was said, that lately, governs’ 
ment had recovered, from its trance; and” 
that some.alteration was to have been pros 
posed.. But to go.on in this-course: of viov 
lating the law was admitted to be, generally” 
Tt was” 
even contrary to the oath‘ofthe governors,” 
whe, in exercising: this. discretion, were" 
committing something like perjury, and-he”” 
was surprised to hear his learned friend 
tend that this was a better system) than the* 
one now proposed, They wanted to post 
pone the further proceeding on this: bill for 


‘7 days, and why? For the sake. of inquiry.” 


An inquiry into what? No inquiry had 
been thought of for 13-years, when all wag’ 
at. the discretion of the governors, who: 
might open the ports.a month before our! 
ships had arrived at the colonies, and by’ 
that means render the out-fits almost useless, ” 
And yet the hon. baronet under the gallery 
(sir-C. Price), the representative of the» 
Shipping Interest, preferred that to. this’ 
system; whichdid what? Permit the Ame 
rican trade? No; but. merely enable: the 
privy council to prevent-it, when it was née 
cessary. The necessity had been shewn by 
the practice of 13 years, and the right hon. ” 
gent. over the way (Mr. Rose), with his- 
great expericnce, his great knowledge,’ his*’ 
great purity, and his great attachment to” 
public principles, had permitted it to. go on’ 
for 13 years, But now he began to find” 
out that all this was very dangerous. But’ 
where had the danger been: for 13. years?” 
As to the ship-owners they might 
been heard by their counsel; and-if 


| could, as they said, supply the colonies, why 


did they not do it? There was nothing in’ 
this bill,:to prevent themy (Hear! Heart)» 
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_ by the governors of the West-India islands, 
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Wasthere any thing: to: prevent them? If 
there was, it was certaimly more than he: 
knew, for he had read the bill, and saw no. 
such thing, Great: Britain could: not, in. 
fact) at present, supply. the colonies. He 
then-went on. to state that the. navigation: 
laws. had-been partially, and for a time: sus- 
pendedin several instances, such as in the 
trade with the Cape of Good:Hope. He 
also contended, that there were many things 
relative to the state. of Europe and to  the- 
situation of this country which would bear 
on this question, and which could be known 
much better by the government here than: 


As to the advice which his learned friend 
had given to ministers, who knew so ill 
what. they were to do, he left them to take 
the benefit of it: He left them also to 
profit by. the instructions of anotler right 
hon. gent: of great experience (Mr. Ro:e), 
who always gave most salutary advice upon 
the purest public principles, without any 
personal considerations, and without. any 
wish to oppose ministers farther than his 
notions of duty compelled. him. It was 
certainly very good and condescending in 
him to give ministers the benefit of his 
great experience, and to desire to relieve 
them from the cares of government, for 
certainly, after having been. in office 22 
years, he had in some measure acquired a 
sort of right to retain it for 10 or 12 years 
more at least, and, to be sure, it was very 
great presumption in inexperienced people, 
who had been only 5 months in office, to 
take matters out of his hands. Under these 
cifcumstances, his advice ought, no doubt, 
tobe listened to with all the attention which 
it deserved, 

Mr. Cuming rose, and spoke as follows : 
—The hon. and learned gent. who has just 
sat down, ‘seems to think that every sugges- 
tion and advice from this side of the house 
is to-be received with distrust by ministers, 
unless accompanied with a -declaration of 
friendship for administration, I.have al- 
ways:cousideréd it a sufficient apology for 
every‘member of parliament who delivers 
his opinion in the fair execution of ‘his duty, 
if he professes to have in view not the plea- 
sure.of the administration of the day, but 
theiinterest: of his countrys Upon: that: 
principle I shalh take.the liberty of consider- 
ing the. subject now before us) than which 
I am confidentithere never was.a: matter 
brought into thishouse of greaterimportance, 
not.so much for its immediate effect, as on 
account of the political principles conneeted- 


with it. Many propositions have beensub- 


can’ supply them 
‘ed on this’ side of the house that the latter’ - 


‘and-an' indemnity by laiv. 


mitted to parliament whiclt have been liable 
to one or other ‘of these objections, either 


‘that they were’ altogether unnecessary, of’ 


that being’ called'for by a supposed necessi+ 
ty; they have been pressed to an’ extént* 


‘which: would’ produce’ greater 
than that which they weré intendéd’ to’ 


move; but I do’ not recollect any medsuré 


which comprehended so’ much of both these” 
objections as the present; originating; as 


think has been most clearly shewn, in no’ 


necessity whatever, and’ at the same time 
teeming with’ so much practical mischief 
.The'necessity in which it is contended that’ 
measuré originates, I ‘take to be this, 
that‘under the‘circumstances ‘of’ war it has 
| been deeméd' impossible for Great Britain’ 


to' supply West India’ cofonies with the 
articlés which’ it’ is’ absolutely’ necessary 
they should have, and that’ America alone 
It it had’ beer contend: 


mode should’ in no case be adopted, but 


,that measures should be taken to’ preclude”. 
the furnishing of ry from América, in’: 
cases where it was 


ound impossible for the 
West India colonies to do without them, I’ 
should understand the eagerness with which” 
this: measure is'supported. But in‘arguing” 


this question, I think myself at liberty to - 


put-the West India supplies entirely out’ of* 


my consideration, not becausé F think them 
of no'importance, but because they are*no-- 


wise affected by this bill’ Whether this 
bill’ passes’ or’ not, the West India interest*:. 
may beequally well secured, has hithers 
to been by the ‘continuance of the’ disére- 
tionary power of the governors of the'colo” 
nies: I désite to know’ in*what instance’ 
the exercise of ‘this: discretionary powerof 
the governors has*been either rashiy chéek= 
ed:or severely enquired into in'what/ine 
stance the ‘responsibility attached to'thatexs' 


Lerciseof power 


from exercising dit in casé of *nécessity 5° in 
what instance the: exercise’ ofthat power, 
with’that responsibility attached to .it) has*: 
failed to receive the sanction ‘of parliament; | - 
So*confidlently 
is this indemnity anticipated! by the:present« 


‘government, that:thereis now om the ‘table, 


of ‘this letter of therseerétary of. 


‘state, on which I'shall have ,occasion to fe- 


mark: bye and bye, promising on’ behalf 
parliament what he-calls the ‘ustial indemnity-. 


to all the governors who are called upon to 


act under it.. If then, there has: been no, 
disposition shewn.to prevent the-exercise of 

this discretionary power. upow all-occasions, 
whichsappear.to.require it if there-be no, 
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intention in any quarter either-to abridg 
that power, or to enforce more severely the 
responsibility attached to the exercise of it, 


_ there can be no necessity for the bill now 


before us, There can be nothing like a 
necessity for an act to provide for the doing 
of that which perpetually has been done, 
and as constantly sanctioned whenever the 
occasion for it has occurred.—My hon. and 
learned friend (Mr. Perceval), is stated by 
the hon. and learned gent. to have admit- 
ted (and as a general truth it undoubtedl 

must be admitted) that when a necessity is 
so. constant, and so urgent that you cannot 
escape out of it, you should endeavour to 
provide some permanent remedy applica- 
ble to the continuance of such necessity ; 
and the hon. and learned gent. triumphs in 
this admission. But where is the ground 
for that triumph? The admission concedes 
nothing. . My, hon, friend says, that where 
the necessity is constant, some permanent 
remedy should be applied; but that is so 
far from being an admission of the proprie- 
ty of passing this bill, that it is a direct con- 
démnation of it. For if the authors and 


supporters of this bill are to be credited, it 
is according to their own statement nothing 
more than a temporary remedy ; they them- 
selves say this bill is not an abrogation, 
but a suspension merely of the acts of par- 


liament which regulate our navigation sys- 
tem, not a permanent but a temporary law. 
—My hon. friend contends, that for a 
permanent evil there ought to be provided 
a@ permanent remedy ; and that to-ascertain 
the extent. of the evil, and to enable your- 
selves to judge of the fitness of the remedy, 
you ought in the first place to investigate 
the whole subject carefully and diligentiy, 
to. get together and digest all the informa- 
tion that can be collected upon it. The 
authors of this bill refuse all enquiry, reject 
all meavs of information, and propose to 
pass a law, of which their best defence is 
that it is only temporary; and doing this, 
the hon. and learned gent. opposite yet 
fancies that he obtains some advantage 
from what he calls the admission of my 
hon. friend. So far from wishing to retract 
or qualify my hon. and learned friend’s ad- 
mission, I admit, or rather I contend with 
him; that you ought to go thoroughly into 
the discussion of the whole subject, and 
erideavour to find out some effectual and 
lasting remedy to this perpetually recurring 
evil. But no man has admitted or contended 
thatthe undigested, crude, incompetent 
measure now before’ us, has either been 


founded on a sufficient investigation of the 


whole subject (the very reverse is notorious) » 
or that it is to be considered as a permanent 
and adequate remedy for the necessity from 
which it is said ‘to arise. ‘The admission 
therefore of my hon. and learned friend is _ 
of itself an argument sufficiently conclusive , 
against the passing of the present  bill.— 
But, considering this as what it alone pres; 
tends to be, a temporary measure, let us. 
examine what is the difference between it, 
aud the usual indemnity granted to the 
constant exercise of the discretion of the 
governors of the West India colonies? It is» 
said that it is better that this power ofa” 
temporary suspension of the navigation” 
laws should be lodged with his majesty’s 
ministers, than with the governors of the’ 
West India islands ; that ministers are more’ 
competent to the task of judging of the ’ 
necessity of the case, as far as the West 
Indies are concerned ; while on the other 
hand, they will have the opportunity, which 
the governors of the colonies cannot have, 
of hearing everything that may be advanced 
on behalf of the ship-owners, before th 
consent to open the ports in the West Th- 
dies. This, they say, is so manifestly for 
the interest of the ship-owners, that it is al- 
most inconceivable that the ship-owners 
should oppose this measure. Now, Sit, 
these are very fine words, but men of sense, 
and of business, are not likely to be deluded - 
by them. How does the case of the ship- 


owners now stand?! It has been proposed, 


that before you provide a measure which 
is to continue in operation during the whole 
war, you should go into a committee to, 
ascertain what are the claims, pretentions,, 
and interests of the ship-owners? they tell _ 
you, that according to their belief, this law 
will operate to their incalculable prejudice... 
that it will absolutely annihilate their trade; 
and titis they say they are ready to prove, 
to you ia a committee above stairs. Minis- ; 
ters answer, No! We will consent to no» 
such commitlee. Why not? Is it for want» 
of time? the time of bringing forward. this 
measure is of the minister’s own choosing. » 
Nor do they now appear to feel themselves 
hurried in other matters. Much of their : 
important military arrangements remain 
to be settled. There is therefore session ’ 
enough remaining, and there can be no ap- | 
prehension of danger even if this measure ~ 
should go off until the next session ; for 
whatever the necessities of the West India 
colonies may: be, the governors there. 
act upon their responsibility, and will have 
their. bill of indemnity as heretofore. But” 
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-for whatever reason, they are determined 
jt séems to have no investigation now. 
‘They will have no previous enquiry into the 
ature of the case, for which they are now 
‘providing a law. They say, “ leave the 

discretion in our hands,” “ let us be judges 
- of the necessities of cases as they occur, 
‘and we will hear you, the ship-owners, 

hereafter, upon each particular case, but 
_ we will not hear you now.” That is, you 

qwill not hear now, when you might 
yeceive useful information from them, and 
profit by their advice; you will not hear 
them, now, when you have the leisure for 
going into a full investigation of tle case, 
without danger of mischief to the colonies 
from the delay of decision, as well as with 
the least injury to the interest of the ship- 
owners. When this investigation might be 
pursued with the least possible inconveni- 
ence to any individuals, and with the least 
possible risque to the public interest, you 
refuse to enter upon it; you wait until an 
application shall come to you from the 
West Indies, accompanied perhaps with an 
assurance that the colonies are starving, 
that an insurrection is apprehended every 
hour, that immediate instantaneous: relief 
ean alone avert a public calamity; that is 
the opportunity which you will take for 
hearing the ship-owners expatiate on the 
nature of the trade, and on the possibility 
of going from hence with provisions to the 
West Indies; that, it seems, will be the 
time for going into the investigation of the 
whole matter, into a discussion of the best 
means for regulating the whole system of 
supplying the West India colonies, by means 
of British shipping ; then it is that the sea- 
son will arrive for hearing counsel, and 
collecting evidence, and balancing the ad- 
vantages and disadvantages of adhering to, 


or relaxing the navigation laws. Minisfers, 


undoubtedly, will enter into this cool deli- 
berate discussion with great advantage, un- 
der the pressure of a sudden and immediate 
necessity, when the colonies are starving ! 
Undoubtedly the ship-owners will then be 
entitled to a favourable hearing, when the 
" question is not (as: now) one of general 
prospective policy ; but simply whether the 
governors of the West India islands, under 
‘the stimulus of immediate want, shall be 
Car to let in supplies from America ! 
Y, sir, to say to gentleman who use this 
argument, that there is nothing in it, to ex- 
pose to them the fallacy of it, [ am sure is 
needless ; thy know it is fallacious, they 
know it full well ; but they want to evade 


the present proposed enquiry; and they 
hold out to the ship-owners and merchants, 
whose interests are to be sacrificed by this 
bill, a prospect of indulgence, to be granted 
to them hereafter, ata moment when they 
know that the necessity will be so urgent as 
to preclude the possibility of deliberate in- 
vestigation. One main proposition upon 
which this bill is to be supported is, though 
not in terms, in substance, this; that an 
urgent, local necessity can be judged of by 
those who are ata distance, better than by 
those who are on the spot. I ask, whether 
it can be necessary to do more, than ‘state 
this proposition, in order to shew its absur- 
dity? But even this absurdity is only sub- 
sidiary to that other of which we have been 
speaking, the notion that the “ship-owners 
will be heard to most advantage when 
the necessities of the West Indies are imme- 
diately under discussion before the privy 
council. It is plain, that if you hear the 
ship-owners now, your whole, policy may be. 
governed by their statements; you will learn 
from them what they can do upon proper 
encouragement, what means they possess if. 
it should be thought fit to bring them into 
activity, for meeting the necessities of 
the plantations. If they can shew that 
their means are equal to those necessities, 
or can be made so, then this bill is wholly 
unnecessary; if they can do so only to a 
partial extent, then the bill would require 
modifications conformable and commen- 
surate to that extent. It may be said, no 
doubt, that the prospect of commercial gain 
may lead men to promise ‘more than they 
can perform; but it is true, on the other 
hand, that it must operate as an encourage- 
ment to them to do all they can: whereas 
the passing this bill, which will put an end 
at once to all hope of employment; will 
slacken their exertions, and diminish their _ 
enterprize to such a degree, that if they 
should be ca'led hereafter before the privy 
council to make their offer to carry on this 
trade, tley must come there not only with 
abated ardour, but with théir general 
capacity for the purpose considerably im- 
paired; so that by this bill we shall then 
have lost what can never be recovered. But 
neither is this the éxtent of the absurdity: 
ministers will not hear now what the ship- 


owners have to say upon the general state 


of the British shipping, by the comparison 
of which, with the general amount of the 


‘demands of the West India colonies, they 


might be enabled to draw their own con- 
clusions as to the geveral policy which they 
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onght:to adopt. They will examine the:|'nations; never. known to be contradicted by 
_ship-owners from time to time, on the spur | any rule adopted by any nation in the 


_ them; 2 


of each particular necessity. In the,name 
ef God, what can the ship-owners .know 

ore than I, or any other member of ‘this 

ouse may know of the state of things in 
the West India colonies, at any particular 
-maoment, when application is made for relief 

om a sudden pressure? Or what proba- 

ility.is there, that called upon, on a sudden, 
after yeaxs of neglect and depression, they 
will be prepared to come forward to meet 
the necessity of the moment? So that now, 
When you mught avail yourselves of the 
unbiassed intelligence of these geutlemen, 
when their patriotism and adventurous spirit 
might be called into action for the service of 
the skate, you will have nothing to do with 
whem that spirit is enfeebled by 
disuse, or soused by discouragement, and 
when the poists under your enquiry will be 
coufized simply to the existence or degree 
of a particular necessity in the West Indies, 
upon which their testimony can be good 
for nothing, then you propose to call them 
before you for examination, and to require 
from them exertions which you will pre- 
viously have disabled them from making. 
But we are told there is a more simple, as 
well as a more coustitutional view in which 
this niatier is to be looked at, and this pro- 
ceeding recommended. It is said-—‘ that 
we haye been under the necessity of sub- 
scribing to the repeated violations of a law, 
and that it is more prudent, as well as more 
coustitutional, io provide by legal means 
for a necessity which we cannot obviate.” 
The objection to this proposition is that it 
assuines too much—for it assumes that you 
cannot.at any time supply your colonies: it 
is indeed stated to have been proved by 
the practice of thirteen years, that we can- 
not. supply our colonies; it is stated as a 


. ™ cheering piece of intelligence to the people 


of England, that they cannot supply their 
colonies; it is stated to the ship-owners, 
that they cannot, and shall not, even be 
perinitted io try what ‘they can do towards 
effecting that object. The hon. aud learned 
gent. the attorney general, exults and tri- 
umphs in the supposed truth, that we can- 
net supply our colonies. I presume the 
honourable aud learned gentleman cannot 
mean to say that we ought not to be desirous 
of doing so if we had the power. He can- 
not mean to-deny, in one instance, that 
which is the. fundamental law of every 
country, adinitted to be so in all books, and 


in ali writings of all authors on the law of: 


whole history of the world; namely, thatia 
ation possessing colonies bas a right to 
reserve to itself the exclusive wade with 
such.colonies. This:is.a principle whiehjt 
would be at least desirable to haye observed 
between this country and the West Indies; 
whether it can be so or nol in every instanee, 
is the question which is now in agitation, 
but I own it was tome matter of some sup. 
prize, that the attoruey general of Gr. Brit, 
should appear to think it matter of triumph 
and exultation, that the united efforts of 
G. Britain and the British American colonies 
should not be‘equal to the coustant necessary 
supply of the West India islands, The 
learned geutleman, however, seems to ima 
gine that all mankind have uniformly ac. 
quiesced in his doctrive, for that no endea- 
vour has ever been made to prevent this prac- 
tice of supplying the wants of the colonies 
from America, instead of supplying -them 
from G. Britain, and he particularly points - 
this observation at the conduct of my tt 
hon. friend (Mr. Rose) who he says was in: 
office 22 years without making any attempt 
to alter the practice of suspending the ma 
vigation laws, aud he especially blames my 
rt. hon. friend for not having made such aa 
attempt towards the conclusion of the late 
war. First, as to the fact. Lt is weil known, — 
though the hen. aad learned gent. chooses 
to appear to forget it, that my rt. boa. friend 
(Mr. Rose) was out of office a-considerable 
time before the end of the fast war, and be- 
fore the experiment which he now recom: 
mends to this house, of trying what we may 
Go by British shipping alone, eould have 
been tried. It is worthy of remark, also, 
that my rt. hon. friend, while in office, dus. 
ring the late war, was in a situation whieh 
gave him no power over measures of this 
nature, and it is ft that the bon. and leam- 
ed gent. should be ioformed, that uo sooner 
did my rt. hon. friend return to office, and 
become vice-president of the board of trade 
(in which situation he has rendered his 
country so much service) than he did take. 
up the consideration of. this subject, and. 
before he had been many days in office, did 
make an effort to discontinue: the practice _ 
which both he and myself are now oppo 
sing. But whatever he did for this purpose: 
the present bill unquestionably is intended — 
to destroy. The hon..and learned gent. 1s, 
therefore, incorrect in his apprehension 
the fact, when he supposes my rt. hon. friend 
to have made no effort, while in power, to. 
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-giscontinue the practice of thus suspending 


the. navigation laws, for.the enforeing of 


‘which he is now an advocate, and therefore 


I may without offence infer, that all the ob- 


‘servations which the hon. and learned gent. 


has made, and all. the sarcasms which he 


thas attempted on that part of the subject, 
are wholly unfounded. Something of the 
saine kind the hon. and learned gent. insi- 
nuated against the hon. baronet, (sir C. 
Price) one of the members for the city of 
London: he has asked where that hon. 
member was when all these suspensions of 
the navigation laws took place, and when 
bills of indemnity were passed for those who 
advised such suspensions. This question 


-ean be answered, | believe, on behalf of the 


worthy baronet, as satisfactorily as it has 
been on that of my rt. hon. friend. Surely 
it is in the recollection of those who are, or 
who ought to be, on the bench opposite to 
me, that that worthy baronet did call the 
attention of the house to the very subject 
“which the learned geut. has accused him of 
neglecting, and did more than once com- 
plain of the suspension of the navigation 
Jaws, and if [ am not misinformed, he was 
prevented only by the promise of the go- 
vernment itself, to look seriously into the 
question, from making it the subject of a 
regular motion in this house. All that the 
learned gent. has said, therefore, of the sup- 
posed acquiescence of those who oppose the 
present bill, and who support the interests 


_ of the ship-owners, all that part of the reas- 


oning of the learned gent. falls to the ground, 
because all the facts upon which his reason- 


- Ing is founded are removed from under him. 
So much for the learned gent.’s facts. 


Now for the general policy which the learn- 


_ ed gent. recommends to us. He says that 


rather than violate a law frequently, you 
should enact another to make that violation 
legal. When you cannot enforce an act of 


parliament in its strictness, you should do 
what? pass another to amend and modify it? 


No, pass another that is a direct repeal and 
contradiction of it: when a law becomes dif- 
ficultto be enforced to its full extent, when it 
becomes inconvenient, or troublesome, or dis- 
tasteful to ministers, what isthe natural course 


ofa government, at least of an omnipotent 


government, such as tlrs country is at present 
blessed with, a government which abhors 
detail, which scorns to descend into the lit- 
tle affairs and petty interests of any class of 


‘men; what but to abrogate it at once, and | 


for that purpose to bring before parliament 
one grand sweeping clause to do the whole 
Vo L. Vil, 4 
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away, without the difficulty of descending 
into particulars? this they are pleased to 
call revising the system of our laws; but 
one way of revising a system is to examine 
it, and one way of understanding a thing is to 
examine it with deliberation, and after hav- 
ing so done the result is what we ‘call, de- 
cision: in this. case act with as much deei- 
sion as you please; but what I ask of you 
is, that your decision should not precede 
enquiry, but what you do should be the re- 
sult not of arbitrary will, but of well-consid- 
ered information.—But the hon. and learn- 
ed gent. thinks that the navigation laws will 
be found inconvenient in some particular 
instances, ‘or incompatible with the extent 
of empire which we may enjoy; but must 
these laws be altogether repealed because 
they may be found ineonvenient in some’ 
particulars? I trust not. Do I mean to say, 
therefore, that it is better that our colonies 
in the West Indies should starve than our 
navigation laws should be made to give 
way? Nothing of the kind. I do mean to 
say, that there are means of moderating the 
rigour of these laws, and that like any other 
laws they may even be suspended im cases 
of absolute necessity; and I say too, that: 
notwithstanding this same experience of 13 
years, I am persuaded there are, or may be, 
means of supplying the colonies from’this 
country in a manner nearly, if not entirely, 
adequate to their necessities ; and I contend, 
that it would be extremely rash to suspend 
an entire system, because in some few in- 
stances you find that it cannot’ be enforced 
to its utmost rigour: revise the system, if 
you will; but in that case what I contend 
is, that you ought to receive information 
upon the subject before you proceed upon 
your legislative enactments.—But it seems 
the responsibility of these suspensions of the 
law of navigation is not to be abandoned. 
any longer to the governors of the islands, 
but is to be transferred to the great and 
wise men at home who constitute his ma- 
jesty’s present ministry. Now I beg the 
house to consider of this responsibility. At 
present the governors of the colonies are 
left to act according to their discretion upon 
a view of local circumstances, of which they 
have perfect knowledge. They are bound 
to prove that they have acted under such 


circumstances with a sound discretion; and 


upon this proof they are indemnified: a 
rational responsibility, inasmuch as it at- 
taches to those who have the means of'know- 


ing precisely what they do. The alteration — 


proposed upon this system is, to take: the 
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whole power and discretion out of the hands 
of those who alone can have any knowled 
how it ought to be exercised, and whose 
conduct parliament is necessarily to review, 
(for their conduct is of course brought un- 
der the view of parliament the very next 
session) and to putit into the hands of those 
who can have no knowledge whatever of 
any of the local circumstances by which 
discretion may be guided; who are subject 
indeed to a responsibility, but a responsibi- 
lity of a very different nature, one which 
never can be enforced except in such mo- 
mentous cases as may compel parliament to 
call great ministers of state to an account 
for high misconduct, a very cuinbrous pro- 
cess, and one which is never resorted to ex- 
cept in extreme cases. I would ask, there- 
fore, is it advisable to take away the respon- 
sibility of those whose conduct must come 
under the revision of parliament every ses- 
sion, and to fix it upon those whose conduct 
you can never examine without grave sus- 
picion of criminality? In fact, upon a sub- 
ject like this it would never be examined at 
all.—But as we are speaking of the discre- 
tion to be intrusted to ministers, let us see 
how that discretion has been already used 
on this very subject. We find on the 2nd 
of April, while this bill was only in contem- 
plation, but before it had been mentioned 
to parliament, bis majesty’s secretary of 
state for the colonies thinks fit to write to 
the governors of the West India islands, not 
to exhort them to take care how they exer- 
cise their power, not to say that they will be 
held to their responsibility if they should in 
any instance relax the navigation laws unne- 
cessarily; but he sends out to the governors 
of the West Indies one general sweeping 
direction to suspend the navigation laws 
during the present war, during the whole 
war, without any qualification whatever! a 
most unusual, and, I will say, a most un- 
justifiable exercise of-authority; and witha 
confident anticipation of the decisions of 
this house, he adds, that the ministers will 
take care that the usual indemnity shall be 
provided ! (hear, hear.) This is before the 
act of parliament has passed. The ministers 
assure the governors of the West Indies 
they will take care that parliament shall 
pass an act aceording to what they consider 
“ the usage of parliament.” Now I do say, 
that no person whatever is entitled to write 
in this manner prospectively of what par- 
liament will an of potas 

ehall pass according to the usage of par- 
liament.” I should be glad to know by 


what usage of parliament any one of the 
king’s servants at home can tell the king’s 
servants abroad that parliament shall pass 
an indemnity for an act which when order. 
ed to be done was against law. 1 must say, 
that it is a most extraordinary and indecent 
exercise of ministerial power. But have we 
any betier security for the safety of ourco- 
lonies by shifting the responsibility from 
the governors of the islands to the ministers 
at home Is it not obvious that the evil of the 
discretionary power must be increased? J 
will suppose the case of a representation 
coming over from the West Indies, in 
which it should be stated that there was 
an absolute necessity for a certain immediate 
supply; suppose the ship-owners, on being 
heard, were to persuade government that 
they would supply the wants of the islands, 
and that government, yielding to their sug- 
gestions, send out an order to the West 
Indies against opening the ports; suppose 
that before the supplies could arrive from 
hence the inhabitants of the colonies were 
starving; I trust that the rigour of that or. 
der would not be obeyed by the governor 
of any one of the islands in such a case; 
but that every one of them would consider 
it as his duty to his sovereign and to his 
country, to disobey it; but if he adhered to 
that order he could not be called to an 
account, for under the authority of this bill 
there is no discretion left to him. Surely 
this is putting the governors in the most 
painful situation, a situation unjust in the 
extreme, at the same time that it exposes 
the colonies to unnecessary hazard. So 
much for future discretion and responsibility; 
at present, I defy you to call any governor 
whatever to account for any the most wan- 
ton suspension of the navigation laws. The 
sweeping authority which the rt. hon. secree 
tary of state, (Mr. Windham) has sent to 
the colonies, provides for the suspension of 
the whole of the navigation laws during the 
whole continuance of the war. Such 1s the 
foretaste which ministers have given us of 
the use which they will make of the discre- 
tionary power which they require at our 
hands. We are now called upon to sanction 
the rt. hon. gent’s. letter, by enacting the 
substance of it into a law. For one, | can- 
not consent to do so; nor can I hesitate in 
saying that ministers ought to take more 
care than they have done in this instance 
that their own acts are right, before they 
make them the foundation of any legislative 
measure.—At all times, and under all cir- 
cumstances, the multiplying laws unneces+ 
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‘gary to be done at all. Hf there be no in- 


‘sarily is a 


tended on the other side of the house that | 
there isthat urgent practical necessity for the 


‘passing of this bill, which would make you 
overlook all other political considerations ; 
what you now propose to have an act of 
parliament for doing may be done at any 
time without an act of parliament, if neces- 


‘stant and urgent call upen you, it is clear 
that you ought not to adopt such a measure 
without inquiry; go into that inquiry you 
will find the measure unnecessary altogether: 
we are not now providing for the urgent and 
immediate supply of the islands, that is 
secure. . The principle on which any per- 
manent provision on so important a subject 
should be founded is surely matter fit for 
the gravest deliberation of parliament ; and 
I would venture to ask whether, before com- 
ing to a decision on such a subject, it does 
not become parliament to consider the poli- 
tical state of the world, to consider in what 
way the adoption of a permanent measure 
of this kind may bear upon any points which 
are or may be in discussion between us and 
America; and how far the goverument of 
America, or at least considerable parties 
and leading individuals there, whose senti- 
ments towards this country are avowedly of 
the most hostile nature, may be likely to 
consider the passing of this bill as a con- 
eession on the part of this country.—The 
hon. and learned gent. who spoke last, pro- 
fesses to be acquainted in a peculiar degree 
with the manner in which the trade is carried 
on between America and our West India 
colonies. He has stated that no articles of 
any kind but lumber and provisions are im- 
ported from America to those colonies; but 
I understand that, in point of fact, other 
articles, such as soap, candles, leather, and 
other manufactured articles, do find their 
way from America into the West Indies ; 
and if so, if they do now find their way 
before the passing of this bill, they will 
afterwards find their way still more, for 
this bill, whatever prohibitions you may in- 
sert in it, will obviously facilitate the inter- 
course; the trading, in the first instance, 
will be general, and you will be left to take 
care of your exceptions in each particular 
instance. Thus you will be giving to Ame- 
rica a very great boon, not only to the ex- 
tent which you adniit, but much beyond it; 
it will be impossible to prevent many things 
from being done under colour of this act 
which cannot be done at- present: and if 


you do-in fact give such a boon, it is idle 
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evil. 1 think it is not con- | to pretend ignorance or ‘indifference about | 


it: either you mean it, or you do not; if 
not, why pass the bill at all! our colonies 
can get what they want without it. If you 
intend to gratify America, how does she re- 
ceive it? as a favour for which she is thank- 
ful or as a concession which she claims ?—~ 
It is notorious that there are points of great 
delicacy in discussion with America. 1 do 
not wish to give or to ask any opinion 
upon them; but I must ask the rt. hon. 
secretary (Mr. Fox) whether he is already 
so weary of the approbation and applause 
which he received for his conduct in the 
dispute with Prussia, that he cannot per+ 
suade himself to act in the same spirit to- 
wards America? I know he will tell mé 
that this act has no direct reference to Ame+ 
rica, that America is no party to it. But 
however that may be, it is no less true, that 
Considerable advantages are afforded by it 
to America, and that by this measure you 
may embarrass yourselves in the considera- 
tion of any treaty you may have to enter 
into with that country. Suppose you should 
hereafter wish to repeal this bill ata time 
when America might be again, as she’ is 
now, in a state of ferment with regard to 
this country, would not they think the re- 
peal of a law so beneficial to their commerce 
a measure so injurious, that the continuance 
of it may perhaps be made the price at 
which the friendship of America 1s to be 
purchased ? and they will not be without 
arguments to sustain their claim: “ Was 
not the law necessary to your own conve~ 
nience, they may say, and founded on the 
experience of 13 or 14 years before it 
was adopted ? Did you not upon delibera- 
tion adopt it as a measure of state policy? 
Did not we receive it as a measure of con- 
ciliation ? Why, when the same reasons are 
still in force, should it be discontinued, un- 
less as an indication of hostility to us ?” Such 
may be at some future and perhaps no 
distant time the language of America. Do 
I therefore say that all concession. is in its 
nature necessarily bad? No, Ido not; but 
I do say, that concession may be good or 
bad according to the circumstances of the 
time in which it is made; and I do further 
say, that a worse moment for this country 
to make any concession to America could 
not be chosen. What greater sacrifices 
could any country, friend or foe, expect 
from you than this which yeu are now about 
to make to America? Has France, has even 
France with all the extravagance of her 
pretensions, ever been bold enough to ask 
you to suspend your navigation laws? I de 
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‘not say that America asks you to do so; but 
Ido say, that in the situation in which you 


stand you ought. to take care to be above 


veven the suspicion of an undue compliance. 
This measure, on the-face of it, carries the 
“appearance of a’ eoncession at a ‘moment 
wherein it is your duty to stand upon your 
Tights; it is at least liable to this construc- 
tion, and if you pass it at the present mo- 
ment. it wwill be so thought of in America. 
Once again, where ‘is.the necessity for this 
measure? Cannot our West India planta- 
tionsbe supplied with every thing they 
want without it ?. Will they not be supplied 
exactly in the same manner whether this 
Dill passes or not? If there is no necessity 
for it, think of the danger there is in passing 
this bill into a law, not only on account of 
the injury you sustain by the suspension of 
your navigation laws, while that suspension 
Continues, but also because you will by such 
a suspension as’ this bill provides, make it 
difficult, if not impossible, to revert to your 
formersystem. It is not ‘denied that it is 
an evil to:suspend the navigation laws; but 
the evil is in some degree unavoidable. Be 
it so; but why aggravate what you cannot 
altogether avoid? Why make that suspen¢ 
sion. permanent which when temporary and 
occasional. has fully answered every pur- 

ose? Yousay, you are only doing what 

as been already done for many years, that 
youonly mean to do the same tuing in a 
different manner. may mean what 
you will; but. certainly the effect of your 

ill will be. to suspend permanently laws 
which have hitherto only been suspended 
temporarily, to take responsibility from 
those who acted from knowledge of the 
necessity. of each particular case, and ren- 
dered an annual account of each act of dis: 
erection, and to place it in the hands of 
ethers who already -have shewn us what an 
extravagant use they mean to make, and 
how dittle account they propese to render 
of it, who have alréady anticipated for the 
whole of the war the existence ofa neces- 
sity, which has. hitherto been ascertained 


annually, and never.acted upon until ascer- | 


taiied.—And you-dothis at a time and un- 
der circumstances which induce inevitably 
the suspicion that while you are thus sa- 
orificing the leading ,principics of -your na- 
-_wigation system, as well as the interests of 
that.class of men, by, encouraging whom, 
you would encourage the maritime power 
of the country, you are making this sacrifice 


to.a foreign power at present no way. 


vourably disposed to you, and-in whom. the, 


appearance of concession is likely to beget | 


an encreased spirit ‘of eneroachment 
all this you are doing rashly and precipi- 
tately, shutting your eyes against the faets 
which are offered to be proved to you, and 


telegating the evidence of those best capa. 


ble of giving you information, to a-period 
when it. can neither be received.with the - 
same confidence, not, listened to with the 
same. effect, when the, mischief .will, have 
been incurred, and when the means of re. 
medying it will be incaleulably diminished, 
~—This is the way in which you are. passing 
this most unnecessary and mischievous bill; 
these are the pretexts on which you endea- 
vour to recommend it to this house;. these 
are the dangers to which it will expose you; 
these are the eyils which it will produce, 
I think it likely to be fatal to the best inte. 


rests of the country, and therefore I shall 


give it my decided opposition. 
Dr, Laurence observed that the gentle- 
men who said any thing against this bill, 
seemed to found their opinions entirely on 
a fallacy ; they spoke as if they considered 
that a system, which in fact was nothin 
more than a provisional regulation for the 
benefit of our shipping, and for the octa- 
sional supply of our colonies. These gentle- 
men, however, who were so extremely ten- 
der about the navigation laws, and who 
were so constantly in the habit of extollitig 
the great virtues of the rt. hon. gent. now 
no more, (Mr. Piti) did not seem to recol- 
lect any thing about the Dutch property act 
that was passed during the administration 
of that gentleman. When it was appres 
hended that Holland was about to be an- 
nexed to France, at first an order in Couns 
cil was passed, permitting-the landing of 
Dutch property in this country from nee 
tral vessels. - This practice was afterwards 
by a positive law extended, and was'in that 
extended state coniinued for upwards oi'4 
years, to the total ruin of our navigation 
laws. Let those gentlemen then triumph 
in their long expericuce in that administra. 
tion ; but let them not at the same’time af 
fect a tenderness about our navigation laws. 
Sir john Newport rose, merely to state 
the effectithat the proposed regulation had 
produced in jrejand. The ‘persons con- 


cerned in the provision. trade, instead | of 


supposing themselves at all injured by this 
bill, considered that it would promote the 
export of provisions from that countrys 
They considered that it would be much 
safer to embark in. the trade of supplying 
the West Indies with provisions, when the 
discretion, was in. the privy-council, than 
formerly. when it was in the govern, 
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| ors of the islands, . At the same time they 


had now. sufficient notice, that if they were 
not able to supply the markets, the ports 
would be open to the American vessels, 
He felt a considerable degree of surprise at 
finding that this bill was oppoed by the 
ship-owners, as it appeared to. him that it 
was much more to their advantage, that the 
discretion which must rest somewhere, 
should remain with the privy-council, ‘than 


_ that it should be given to the governors of 


the islands, who sometimes might be sup- 
osed to act capriciously, and from the in- 

uence of the planters. In letting this dis- 

cretion remain with the privy council, the 
decision was brought to their own door. 
As to the provision trade, when the latter 
had been so much dwelt upon, the gentle- 
men on the other side should also have con- 
sidered the bounties that were given on ex- 
portation from our colonies, and the’ pains 
that were taken to give this country and its 
colonies every advantage in supplying the 
West India market. He could declare 
most positively, and he could ‘bring ‘doeu- 
ments to prove it, that. when the persons 
concerned in the provision trade in Ireland 
had been applied to upn this subject, their 
answer was, that they would embark in the 
trade with much greater confidence and 
spirit, when they knew that it would be gv’ 
verned by a fixed rule, laid down by the 
privy-council, than they would have done 
whe’ the discretion remained entirely with 
the governors. of the islands, and when they 
Were not sure but that on the arrival of 
their provisions some arbitrary and caprici- 
ous order might, by giving an advantage to 
the Americans, prevent: the sale of them. 
He concluded by declaring, that this mea- 
sure had given more satisfaction to the Irish 
merchants\concerned in the provision trade, 
than all the measures which the boasted ex: 
perience of the gentlemen on the other side. 
of the house could in twenty years enable 
them to suggest.—The house then, divided, 
when there appeared, For the second.read- 
ing 112;.For the amendment 54. Majority 
58.-—The bill was afterwards read a second 
Fridty ordered to be committed on 
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HOUSE OF LORDS, 


Wednesday, June 18. 
[ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE If 
SCOTLAND.| Lord.Grenville: moved, that 
the house should resolve. itself into a com- 
mittee to consider: of the Administratior 
of eivil Justice in Scotland.—The house 
having. accordingly resolved itself into a 
comimiltee, the noble lord said, that. no 
man could more deeply feel the importance 
and difficuly of any subject than be did 
that upon which he now rose to, address 
their lordships. Feeling, however,'.as be 
did, all the difficulty of the subject, he felt 
it at the same time to be; bis duty, after 
fully aud maturely. considering. jit, to subs 
mit certain propositions to their lordships, 
the objects of which were to: remove ‘evils 
aud inconveniences which had arisen to.a 
great height, and which loudly demanded 
asemedy. His attention had been-called.to 
the number of appeals in that -hoase, pars 
ticularly from Scotland, whieh.bad increas- 
ed to such an extent, that their-accumulas 
tion, and.the consequent great delay in their 
decision, became a most serious evil-to.sui- 
tors in that high court, and was disreputay 
ble to its jurisdictign. In considering .this 
subject, his attention. was gaturally tamed 
to the court ‘of. session in Scotland, fr 
whence so many of these appeals.came, 
there he found also.that the-business,ba 
accumulated to an extent -which. produce 
the most material.evils tothe suitors, from 


the unavoidable delay .whieh: occurred .in 


deciding causes..-It would bea .superflu- 
ous waste of their lordships' time:to enter 
into’ a history. of the court of session ;.it 
would be suiticient to. observe, that, by. the 
act of -union; it was. declared .to. be. the 
court for deeiding gauses in Scotland, and 


| from whichan: appeal only, lay to the house 
ofdords. -Jtrwas evident, therefore, that 
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’ no other court could be established for 
this putpose, without a breach of the actof 
union. There were, however, means of 
altering the frame and constitution of this 
court, by which, as he conceived, civil jus- 
tice might be better and more speedily ad- 
ministered. The court at present consisted 
of 15:judges. He did not. mean, and he 
trusted he should not be understood to 
mean, to. throw the slightest reflection upon 
any of the. learned judges of that court; 
but it was his opinion, and it was the opin- 
ion of many persons of great experience 
and knowledge of the laws, that speaking 
generally justice was better administered in 
a court where the judges were only 3 or 4 
in number, than where they consisted of a 
ter number. There were many rea- 

ns, which would naturally occur to their 
lordships, why this must necessarily be the 
case. It was also of the highest importance 
that the conduct of judges in their respec- 
tive courts should, as in this part of the 
united kingdom, be open to the world; 
that they should deliver their opinions in 
fie face of an enlightened bar, from whence 
ey would soon become subjects of public 


Wiscussion; and then the slightest error) 


(for judges were fallible as well as other 
men) would ‘very soon be corrected. A 

t advantage likewise arose from all the 
judges of a court hearing the arguments ef 
éounsel in the cause on which they were to 
decide, and their being enabled to form 
their opinion with as little delay aspossible. 
In the court of session all the legal argu- 
nents,’ as well as the proceedings; were de- 
livered in writing, a course of practice 
which necessarily ‘consumed much time in 
the deliberations of the judges; and after 
each had examined the written documents, 
unless they were unanimous, a circumstance, 
which, perhaps, where there were so many 
judges, could not be- expected often to 
chappen,. another delay arose from their 
delivering their opinions seriatim. With 
this view of the subject a plan had been 
framed for the purpose of obviating some 
of the iticonveniences resulting from the 
constitution of the court of session, and 
the forms of its proceeding: It was proposed 
to divide *the court into. chambers, the 
nomber to be hereafter fixed ; his opinion 
inclined to three chambers, as more likely 
to answer the purpose of speedily adminis- 
tering justice than two; whilst in the latter 
ease the objection toa -great number of 
judges in one court would still operate 


considerably, though not with -such great 


force. These chambers, he proposed) 
should decide respectively upon the same 
description of causes, without allotting an 
exclusive jurisdiction to either. The courts 
here, which had originally each a separate 
jurisdiction over a distinct class of cau 
had. become by long usage equal in jurisdic. 
tion with respect to all causes, with some 
exceptions; and this practice, which had 
grown up contrary to the original intention 
of these courts, was found to be infinitely 
more convenient than the original principle 
of separate jurisdiction. Individuals being 
thus enabled to carry causes into ‘either of 
the courts, at their option, public opinion 
in the increase of business, and one court 
over another, would soon indicate the mo. 
tives of the preference, and point out what 
ever slight cause there might be for the 
decrease of business in the other; thus 
leading to an uniformity of decision upon 


legal points, which could not be the case if 


each court had a separate jurisdiction overa . 
certain description of causes. It was _pro- 

posed, therefore, that parties should have 

an option of bringing their suits before ei- 

ther of those chambers, and that where © 
there was a previous hearing before the 
lord ordinary, that the cause should belong 
to the chamber of which the lord ordinary 
was a member. It was also proposed that 
the lord president of the court of session 
should preside over one of the chambers, 
and that his majesty should be empowered 
to appoint judges of the court to preside 
over the chambers, such presidents holding 
their othices, like the other judges, during 
good behaviour. ‘The next great object 
which he had in view was the introduction 
of trial by jury in civil causes into Scotland. 
For him speaking with the experience. of an 
Englishman, and in a British legislature, to 
attempt to advocate the trial by jury, the 
benefits resultiug from whieh were so well 
known and so justly appreciated, would 
appear a very superfluous waste of time, 
This mode of trial had not, however, for @ 
long time been used in Scotland in civil 
cases, although it had formerly been prac- 
tised in that country, and the greatest ad- 
vantages result from its re-introduc- 
tion. At present, from the mode of pro- 


ceeding it was frequently impossible to give 


a correct decision upon a fact. He pro- 


posed, therefore, that the proceedings 
should be put into that form in which 
| as in England an issue might be joined, that 
the pursuer should state distinctly, the facts 
which he alledged, that the defender should 
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-either distinctly admit or deny those alleged 


facts in whole or in part, and tbat thus 
jssue being joined on the record, it should 
be in the power of the chamber in _posses- 
sion of the cause, at the request of either 

, to direct a trial by jury on this issue 

of fact; that the chamber might - also, 

"without being applied to by either party, 
direct such trial by jury, and might also 

remit the cause to the circuit, to be there 
tried by a jury. There were inferior courts, 

such as those of the sheriffs and_bailies, 

where the expence of a trial by jury might 
‘be much greater than the value of the 
object in dispute ; he thought that it would 

be advisable, therefore, only to allow of a 

trial by jury, in those cases where it was 

directed by one of the chambers, on 

‘application of either of the parties. It 


~ would also be necessary to give a power 


.of appealing to the decision of the chamber 
directing the trial by jury, in cases of mis- 
direction of the judge to the jury, or where 
the verdict was given in contradiction to 
evidence. In this way he conceived that the 
introduction of the trial by jury into civil 
-cases in Scotland, would be productive of 
the most important advantages. The third 
head of the plan related to appeals, with 
respect to which it was proposed, that there 
should be an immediate court of review 
between the chambers and the House of 
Lords; still, however, not in any degree 
violating the act of union, by trenching upon 
‘the jurisdiction of the court of session. 


- It was proposed that an appeal should lie 


from each of the chambers to the court of 
review, which should consist of all the lords 
of the court of session, except those of the 
chamber in which the decision appealed 
against should be made; that an appeal 
should lie to the court of session, without 
the necessity of going through the inter- 
mediate forms now used, of bills of advo- 
cation and suspension. That the court of 
xeview should proceed with printed cases, 
and hear counsel, in the same manner as in 
appeals in the House of Lords; that an 


appeal should ultimately lie from this court 


of review to the House of Lords, but from 
no other court; and that such appeals 
should be only against final judgment, and 
not against interlocutory judgment. It 


- was also proposed, that, in order to prevent 


frivoious and vexatious appeals, that the 
house should have the power of awarding 
cost to a much greater extent than at pre- 
sent. It was, too, notorious, that many 


appeals were brought to that house with- 


out any hope of ultimate sucess, but merely 
with a view of gaining a certain advantage 
from suspending for a time the execution of 
the judgment given in the court below. 
This advantage night, m some cases, over- 
balance any consideration of costs which 
could possibly be awarded against an 
appellant; he had, therefore, framed a re- 
solution, but he had at present so much 
doubt about it, that he would not propose. 
it among the other resolutions; the object - 
of which, however, was, that in cases where, 
notwithstanding execution being issued on 
the judgment in the court below, the ap- 
pellant might, nevertheless, in the event of 
a reversal of the judgment, be placed in 
the same situation as if such execution had 
never issued; that then the court below 
should certify to that house; and that, insuch 
case, the house should be empowered to 
order execution to issue on the judgment 
of such court pending the appeal. This, 
however, was entirely a new measure, and 
not standing on the same solid grounds of 
English experience which the other parts of — 
the plan did, and therefore he would take 


further time to consider of it. One point 


of detail he would first mention--it was 
proposed to abolish, or at least to limit, as 
much as possible, extraction of records, 
documents, &c. in causes, in Scotland, which 
had grown into a great abuse, volumes 
being thus frequently mate up in one cause, 
the expence of extracting which alone 
amounted to more than the value of the 
object in dispute. It was proposed, there- 
fore, to confine this system of extracting to 
a mere exemplification of the record, the 
pleadings, and the interlocutors. He was 
aware, that, in carrying into execution a 
detailed system, like the present, there were 
many persons whose interest might be injured, 
and not merely interests, but whose just rights 
or just expectations founded upon previous 
study and application, with a view to pat- 
ticular departments, might be injured. If 
the proposed plan should be carried into 
execution, and any such instances of loss or . 
injury should arise, he had no doubt that 
the justice of parliament would award a 
proper compeusation; with one other poiut 
also, he would trouble their lordshjps: it 
was necessary that there should be sonte. 
means of preventing an aged and infirm 
judge from being reduced to the; painful 
necessity of retiring with old age into pover- 
ty; or of continuing to exercise those duties 
for which corporeal and perhaps meittal 
infirmity bad rendered him ia a great mea- 
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‘sure incapable; a provision of this kind ex- 
isted in England, and he thought ought to 


be extended to Scotland. He had now 
-gone threugh the whole of the proposed 


‘plan, which, if it did not go so far as some 


‘might wish, rested, so far as it went, upon 
‘solid: grounds of experience in this part of 
tlie united kingdom. He thought it would 
‘be highly advantageous, if the practice of 
‘hearing counsel-intended to be introduced 
‘nto the court of review was introduced in- 
‘to all the Scoitish courts. He would not 
‘go, however, thus far at present, and would 
rather prefer that the present plan should 
be first tried. He wished that the whole 
‘plan should undergo the most deliberate in- 
“vestigation, and that it should be thoroughly 
and maturely considered by those who were 

best enabled to form a judgment as to its 
‘merits, or give information upon the subject. 
“He wished also that their lordships shouid 
have full time to consider the subject 
‘maturely, and with ali the new light that 

- could possibly be thrown upon it. With 
‘that view, it was his mtention to propose a 
‘number of resolutions, which, after they 
‘had passed through the committee, it was 
‘his intention shou'd be printed; he would 
‘then move that the consideration of the 
«subject should be postponed till a day when 
4t was likely parliament would not sit, in 
‘order that the final discussion upon them 
might be postponed till next session. His 
‘lordship concluded by moving. a number of 
‘resolutions in conformity with the objects 
‘proposed in his speech. 

. Lord Hawkesbury stated, that this sub- 
‘ject had been under the consideration of 
‘the late ministry, who had taken steps for 
the purpose of obtaining every possible in- 
‘formation respecting it, with the view of 

eafterwards bringing. it before parliament. 

“Upon his present view of the subject, he 

«concurred with the noble lord in most of 

~his| propositions ; he thought the division 

of the court of session imto three. courts 
would -be much preferable to two, but 


‘doubted the propriety of excluding from 


Athe court of review the judges of the 


chamber,’ whose decision was appealed. 


“against. 

“The Duke of Montrose highly approved 
in general of the plan brought forward by 
ithe noble lord, but doubted whether there 
“might not sometimes be local obstacles to 
trial by jury in civil cases in Scotiand. 

-\ The Lord Chancellor also warmly ex- 
éptessed his approbation of the. proposed 
plan, the carrying which into effect would, 


he thought, be productive of the test 
advantages to Scotland.—The utions 
were then agreed to, 4 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wednesday, June 18. 

[Mrinvres.] Sir J. Sinclair obtained 
leave to bring in a bill for altering and 
amending the acts of the 28th and 30th of 
the king regulating the number of passen. 
gers to be carried on the outside of coaches, 
—On the motion of Mr. Windham, the 
lords amendments to the mutiny bill were 
taken into consideration and agreed to 
Lord Folkstone stated that it would be in 
the recollection of the house that the sum 
of 40,0001. had been voted by them for 
paying the debts of the late Chancellor of 
the Exchequer. Among the sums voted 
parliament, and unprovided for, since order. 
ed to be laid before the house, he observed 
mention of the sum of 41,0101. paid to 
Jobn earl of Chatham, and George bishop 
of Lincoln. He felt at a loss how to get at 
the fact of this appropriation of the public 
money, but he believed the best mode 
for him to pursue would be, to move, “ that 
there be laid before the house a copy of 
the order for paying to John earl of Chat. 
ham, and George bishop of Lincoln, the 
sum of 41,0101.” Ordered. 

[AF FAIRSOFINDIA.—OUDE CHARGE] 
Earl Temple having moved the order of the 
day for taking the Charge against the mat- 
quis Wellesley relative to the Nabob of Oude 
into consideration, Mr. Paull was about to — 
move that witnesses be called in, when the 
Speaker informed him that the first question 
was, that the charge be now taken into com 
sideration. The question being put, 

Mr. Bankes, in pursuance of the intima 
tion he had given the preceding day, rose 
to oppose the motion, and to state the rea 
sons which induced him to think the house 
should proceed no further in this business, 


but dismiss it entirely from their considerae 


tion; in which he did not think it would be 
necessary for him to do more than to shew 
the house that the legislature hed already 
provided another and a more eligible mode 
of proceeding before a different tribunal. 
The tribunal to which he alluded, was that 
established by an act passed in 1784, for the - 
special trial of crimes committed in India. — 
He by no means denied the inquisitorial 
power of the house of commons; on 
contrary, he wished to.speak of it always 
with the highest respect, and to acknows 
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ledge that in. many instances it had been 
productive of the best consequences, But 
the power, like many oiher of its rights and 
privileges, should be used with sound dis- 
cretion; for there were cases of such a 
nature, as it would be extremely unwise 


and injudicious to bring before the house; | 
' with their other avocations, to pay the par- . 


and those were cases in a considerable 
degree analogous to the present. It 
was a case no! less complicated than that 
which with so little success, aud so little 
honour to the house of commons, by whom 
it was urged forward, or that tribuaal be- 
fore which it was tried, had occupied the 
attention of parliament for seven successive 
sessions. The subject now before the house 
was no less ihan that of the revenues, and 
other political affairs of Oude, for a period 
of nearly 40 years; and in a more especial 
degree, during a period of 5 years that 
marquis Wellesley had been chief governor 
in India. The honourable member who 
brought forward these charges accused the 


_ noble marquis of a criminal interference in 


the affairs and government of the nabob 
of Oude; of having violated the indepen- 
dence guaranteed by treaty; of having 
wrested from the nabob one-half of his 
territory ; and of having excited his subjects 
to rebellion, and then having recourse to 
arms to restore tranquillity. In support of 
this charge, a most voluminous mass of 
written documents had been laid on the 
table, and a considerable body of oral evi- 
dence was now, he understood, in waiting, 
for the purpose of being called in and 
heard. So veluminous was the mass of 
documents produced, that it was impossible 
for the house to have made the due use of 
them. The farther the subject was con- 
templated, the larger and more complicated 
did it-appear. The house would therefore 
see it was a case al once too extensive, too 
abstruse, too intricate, and too hard for 
them to decide upon; and he doubted not 
that they would perceive the propriety of 
dismissing it without consideration, or 
giving any opinion upon it; for whatever 
might be the innocence of the noble lord in 
question, and though the proceedings in the 
way of investigation by this house, with a 
view to subsequent impeachment, might not 
bring:home to him ‘any punishment, yet it 
was obvious from experience, it might pro- 
duce to him much embarrassment and vex- 
ation. ' In the case of Mr. Hastiigs, though 
after a tedious progress of ‘séven sessions, 
he was ‘finally acquitted, yet ‘the © trial 
brought ruin upon his fortune, and inflicted. 
Voy. VIL 


, the most grievous inquietude upon his mind; 
and therefore of .all tribunals he should - 
_ayoid that the most where the guilty had 
| so little and the innocent so much to dread, 
Besides, it was utterly impossible that the 
individual members of that house, respec- 
tively, could have had time, consistently 


ticular attention necessary to every part of 
the evidence laid before them upon this 
case, to enable them to consider it with the 
minuteness necessary to warrant a solemn de- 
cision, as it would be the duty of a jury to 
do; before another tribunal. And with ree - 
spect to impartiality, perhaps it would not 
be deemed altogether unjust to infer, that 
some share of party feeling on the subject 
might have its weight in the deliberation, 
which of all others should be the most free 
and unbiassed. There were certainly cases 
on which the house night feel itself pressed 


case on which it was desirable the house 
should not assume 4 jurisdiction, this was 
that one. The act to which he had alluded 
as providing especially for the trial of of- 
fences commitied in India, passed in 1784, 
required that application should be made 
by the party accusing to the Court of King’s 
Bench in the first instance, stating the na- 
ture of the accusation: and if the Court of 
King’s Bench should prima facie deem the 
charge such as was worthy of serious trial, 
then it had power to direct that a tribunal 
be constituted, consisting of a certain num- 
ber of members from each house of parlia- 
ment, and one judge from each of the three 
courts of Westminster Hall, one of whom 
at least should always preside at the sittings 
of such tribunal, before which any such ac- 
cusation should be tried. Such a tribunal 
certainly must be much more competent in 
poiat of knowledge upon the subject, than 
any other which could be found. He had 
heard it said, that this act of parliament 
was not intended to extend to crimes of | 
this high political nature, but was coufined. 
in its operation to others of a quite diffe- 

rent description; but he had some obser- 

vations to offer to the consideration of the 

house, which must remove all doubts, and 

silence all objections upon this point, and 

prove the full competence of the tribunal - 
to which he alluded, to try crimes of the 

present description. He mentioned’ the 

case of Mr. Holland, against whom charges 

were preferred by the crown, strictly of a~ 
political nature; such as, not marching - 
troops with sufficiént™ expedition against 

3B = 


to some decision: but if ever there was a. ~ 


i 
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Tippoo Sultaun; not forwarding with suf- 
ficient promptitude dispatches from Tilli- 
cherry to Bombay, with an account of the 
hostilities which had broken out with Tip- 
ene and the whole of the charges, with 

jut one or two exceptions, were of a simi- 


- Jar nature, relating to the making of war, 


the marching of troops, &c. This cause 
had a final hearing in 1794; 12 of the 
counts out of 19 were confirmed ; and for 
the other 7, which had been rejected, a 
writ of error was brought in the Court of 
King’s Bench to confirm them; but in the 
iuterim, Mr. Holland absconded with all 


might be said, that misrepresentations had 
gone forth in print, and that documents’ 
had been printed by that house, in support . 
of the charge, which rendered a speedy 
decision the more necessary; to which he 
had to -answer, that documents equally’ 
strong, in refutation of those charges, had 
been also printed ; and what right had the 
house to conclude that the’ public mind 
would only attend to the ‘accusation, and 
reject the defence? For his own part, he 
bad studiously avoided, throughout the 
whole of his speech, any expression that 
couid in the slightest degree mark the bias 


his property. This instance, then, he hoped of his own opinion upon the truth or false. 


would prove the acknowledged competency 
of such a tribunal to try crimes of a high 
political nature. He had been told by 
some gentlemen, that in the present case he 
had made his objection too late, and that 
the house having entertained the charge, 
was now indispensably bound to come to 
some decision upon it. To this he would 
answer, that he could not make his objec- 
tion until he was aware of the full grounds 
and nature of the charge, which he could 
not be until it was laid upon the table, with 
the documents upon which it was founded; 
and this was the very first opportunity he 
had had of making his objections since the 
charge and documents were completely be- 
fore the house. Other members who had 
not read the documents so_ extensively as 
he had, might not be so fixed in their opi- 
nions as to the impropriety of entertaining 
a charge of this nature before either house 
of parliament; however, le hintself had let 


_ no time slip by him in making his objection 
- upon the first fair opportunity that offered. 


The hon. member who brought forward 


this charge had an undoubted right to lay 


it upon the table, even though he stood 
entirely alone and unseconded: So far the 
house had entertained the charge, but no 
farther; they had founded upon it no pro- 
ceeding, nor pledged themselves to any, 
and therefore could, with the utmost. pro- 

tiety, dismiss it. There were precedes 


_ in point upon the journals :—the cases, for 


instance, of lord Coningsby and sir G. Por- 
ter, in the reign of king William, and some 
others. On the part of the noble lord, he 
was apprehensive that the dismissal would 


“give him some pain, as it would look like 


refusing to hear the cause; but he could 
not think of violating an important public 
principle, in compliment to individual feel- 

, or give way to a mode of proceeding, 
which -it was so desitable to avoid. It 


7 


hood of the charge in question ; but in case 
the house should be disposed to entertain 
the charge, and to go into the discussion, 
he saw no reason why they could not, in. 
stead of proceeding by way of impeachment, - 
if they should deem any further procéed- 
ing necessary, direct the king’s- Attorney 
General to proceed in the manner pointed 
out by the acts of 1784 and 1786. The 
hon. member eoncluded by giving his nega- 
tive to the motion for now proceeding to 
take the charge into consideration. ; 
| The Master of the Rolls observed, that the 
course which his hon. friend had proposed 
to the house to pursue, was cértainly calcu. ‘ 
lated to flatter their indolence ; and, for his 
part, he should have been glad could it have 
been adopted with propriety. It would cer- 
tainly relieve the feb from a burden of 
which all must be sensible. But he thonght 
that the principles and arguments of his bon. 
friend went too far, and would eventually 
trench upon those inquisitorial powers 
which belonged to the house, to enquire 
into charges of magnitude brought against 
persons of high dignity. In matters of 
this kind we must be content to follow the 
principles of our ancestors. His hon. 
friend had said, that impeachment should 
only be resorted to in cases of the last ne- 
cessity. But it was by no means certain, 
this would proceed the length of impeach 
ment. The charge alone was now proms 
sed to be taken into consideration, -and it 
would be afterwards for the house to de 
cide, what course should be followed when 
that was gone through. With regard to 
the particular mode of trial which he re-: 
commended, it could not, from the instance 
which he had mentioned, be considered as 
likely to be very expeditious. In 1791,: 
the information was filed against Mr. Hob. 
land, and it was not before 1794 that the 
Court of King’s Bench had decided on the. 
form: of information to be laid before 


| 
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the tribunal to be appointed under the 
act. All the necessary subsequent pro- 
ceedings upon this information were after- 
wards to take place. This mode, there- 


fore, did not promise much more expedi- 


tion, than that by impeachment. His hon. 
friend had stated a doubt; whether the pre- 
sent charge could be brought under the 
act in question. That act empowered the 
formation of*a fribunal for the trial of ex- 
tortion, and other misdemeanors; and it 
was rational to explain the general words, 
other misdemeanors,” as referring to of- 
fences of a similar or an inferior nature, 
since higher offences must have been spe- 
cified in preference to those of a minor 
kind, had it been designed to include them. 
His hon. friend’s doubt, therefore, appeared 

erfectly well founded, and he himself was 
convinced that the act had no reference to 
those higher political offences with which 
the noble lord was charged, and that there- 
fore the trial of the charge could not be in- 
stituted under the act in question. It must 


be confessed, indeed, that the offences with 


which Mr. Holland was charged were of a 
olitical nature, and that the opinion of 
ord Kenyon was of high authority, but still 

he might be permitted to doubt the inter- 

pete which was then put upon the act. 
t appeared to him that the house could 
not drop their proceedings in the present 
instance. They had agreed to take the 
charge into consideration, and they could 


not pass from the vote they had already 


given. He wished that his hon. friend had 


offered his suggestion at an earlier period. | 


For a whole year the subject had been be- 
fore the house; papers had been moved for 
day after day, and the nature of the charge 
had been, in some measure, explained to the 
house. It was obvious that it related to the 
administration of the noble lord in India, 
When it was moved that the house should 
take the charge into consideration, then 
would have been the proper time for bring- 
ing forward the present motion. But now 
the house were in effect called upon to 


declare that they were in an error, and to 


say, that though they had resolved to take 
the charge into consideration, they would 
now give no opinion at all on the subject, 
nor come to any determination with regard 
to what should follow. It appeared to him 


that the present motion would do justice. 


neither to the accuser nor the ‘accused. 
Supposing the accuser to be actuated by 


malice, which he had no reason to presume, | 


should the present motion be agreed to, he 


might congratulate himself on having gained 
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his object, by exciting doubts in the public 
mind with regard to the conduct of the 
noble lord, and throwing a shade over his 
character which it might be difficult to re- 
move. No opportunity would be given 
for the accused being heard in his own de- 
fence. The whole charge would be left to 
be discussed in a newspaper controversy, 
and such was certainly not the proper way 
for deciding it. Neither would justice be 
done to the accuser. After so long pers 
plexing himself with papers and enquiry, 
after giving and taking so much trouble, it 
would not be fair to drop the matter at 
once, without coming to any determination 
upon it. But the house had already passed 
a resolution to take the charge into con- 
sideration. The matter might be postpo- 
ned, but it could not be relinquished. It 
did not appear that this business could oc- 
cupy much of the-time of the house. The 
papers on which the charge was founded 
had long been printed, and it would not be 
difficult for any gentleman to form an opis 
nion on the subject. Should the motion 
be agreed to, the house would be considered 
as having, in some measure, relinquished its 
inquisitorial power, and as having declared 
itself inadequate to such enquiries, Such 
was the conclusion which he thought the 
public would naturally draw. , 

Mr. Secretary Fox rose and observed, 
that if there was a wish that one could en- 
tertain on the subject in: preference to ano- 
ther, it must be to accede to the proposition 
of the hon. gent. on the other ‘side, not 
merely on account of the personal incon- 
venience with which a contrary mode of 
proceeding must be attended to individuals, 
and the labour to which it must subject 
them, but also on account of the great in- 
convenience which must thus be occasioned 
in conducting the public business of the 
house. Feeling as he did the importance 
of the latter consideration, he trusted the 
house would indulge him in saying a few 
words relative to the matter which now en- 
gaged their attention. Considering the 


embarrassment that must-arise-to the public 


business, if the affair was to go:on in thé 
usual way, he thought that it would be abso- 
lutely necessary, to find out some mode of 
quickening the natural course of the pro- 
ceedings. For if we were to proceed in 
the usual way, supposing that this oral evi- 
dence should last as long as it had done 
on former occasions, considering the time 
that must be spent in taking down the ques- 
tions and the answers, it was impossible, 
unless the whole snould be much shorter 
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‘han any one could expect, that the matter 
couid be brought toa conclusion this ses- 
sion of parliament; when he said ‘“ impos- 
sible,” he wished to explain precisely what 
he meant by that term. It was impossible, 
supposing that parliament should sit only 
the usual time... He did not mean to state 
that ministers might not advise his majesty 
to prolong the session, and keep the par- 
liameni sitting, but it would be recollected 


_that it was not in their power to, com- 


pel an attendance, that is, such an at- 
tendance as the importance of the case 
would demand. It must be seen, there- 
fore, that the house was placed in a very 
disagreeable situation, and that it must 
be the wish of every person to escape from 
the labour and burthen of this enquiry, 
if it could be done with justice and pro- 
priety;. not so much with a view to perso- 
nal inconvenience, though that was some- 
thing, as on account of the difficulties to 


which parliament would ‘be reduced, in 


managing the public business of the nation. 


Now, with that wish strongly impressed 


on his mind, he ceitainly assented to a great 
pert of what the hon. gent. had said. He 

aving recognised the right which the house 
of commons had to proceed by the way of 
impeachment; and not only this, but 
having also recognised the inquisitorial 

ower of the house as the vital principle 
by which the members had acquired the 
power to sit there, and to watch over the 
liberties, rights and privileges of their con- 
stituents: baving done all this, and indeed 
it was impossible for one so well versed in 
‘history and the principles of the constitu- 
tion to do otherwise, he (Mr. Fox) certainly 
went with him a great way, and even 
agreed. with him in many of the practical 
observations which he had made. He ad- 
mitted the importance of the inquisitorial 
powers of that house, but he was at the 
Same time convinced that it was one of 
those powers which were best exercised 
when they were rarely exercised. As to 
the’ position of the honourable gentleman, 
that it was a power which ought not to be 
exercised, except in cases of absolute ne- 
cessily, he certainly could not go with him 
that far; taking necessity in the strict sig- 
Mification of the term, he admitted, how- 
ever, that it ought not to be exercised, 
except in cases where honour rendered it 
Necessiry—that is, where no other mode of 
proceeding could be consistent with the 
honour of the crown, of the parliament and 
the nation. He confessed that at first so 


-much did he wish to accede to the proposi. 
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tion of the honourable gentleman, influenc. 
ed by the difficuities of parliament, and the 
arguments. which. the hon. gent, had ad. 
vanced, that he had been considering how 
far it was possible to ‘support him. But 
there was one part of his argument in which 
the hon. gent. had very materially failed, 
and that was where he spoke to the point 
of time. With respect to the time at which 
this proposition was made, he would go half 
way between the hon. gent. and the learned 
gent. near him (the Master of the Rolls) 
The latter had observed, that when you ale 
lowed voluminous papers to be laid on the 
table, and entertained the matter thus far, 
it was necessary that you should proceed 
farther.. He:could not go with him thus 
far; for if in these papers nothing should 
be found which could form any ground of 
proceeding, then you might undoubtedly 
stop and say, that you would not advance 
any farther ; or if you saw good cause to go 
on, then you had still to consider whether 
another mode than impeachment, less bur. 
thensome to the members of this house, 
more. consistent with the proper manage. 
ment of the public business, and equally 
consistent with the interests of justice, and 
the honour of ‘the crown, the parliament, 
and the nation, might not. be adopted. He 
could not therefore agree, that the act of 
allowing these papers.to be laid on the table, 
did in itself. render. it absolutely necessary 
to proceed farther, But then. the. hon, 
gent. on the other side said, that this was, 
the earliest and most proper time at, which he 
could come with his proposition—he_ was 
compelled to differ with. him. He could 
not, he allowed, have objected to the pro. 
diction of the papers and of the charge 
but when the matter came tg a vote of the 
house—when the question was, pit 16 days 
ago, whether the charge should be taken 
into consideration, aye or no, then was the 
time for the hon. gent. to have said, no; 
but now the house having pledged itself to 
the accuser and to the accused, by this vote, 
and more than that, having actually ordered 
witnesses to attend, it stood bound to both 
parties to enter upon the consideration of 
this charge at some convenient time. He” 
did not say that it had_ pledged itself abso- 
lutely to proceed now, but it was bound to - 
entertain the charge, and to consider it. 
And here, therefore, what the hon. gent, 
said was inapplicable. He said that we 
ought to have nothing to do with the 
charge, but that we ought to dismiss it with- 
out proceeding any farther, . But when the 
house had come to a vote on the subject, 
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he conceived that the motion of the hon. 
ent. was totally inadmissible. For this 
he, was extremely sorry, a8 he before stated, 
not only on account of the personal inconve- 
nience which this affair might occasion to 
himself and others, but also on account of 
the difficulties which it would throw in the 
way of the public business. Now, with 
respect to the acts of 1784, and 1786, he 
had strong hopes when he came to the 
house, that the matter might by possibility 
be referred to such a tribunal. But when 
he heard the words of the acts ‘ extortion 
or other misdemeanors,” he had very great 
doubts whether a case of this kind could be 
brought under them. His notion was, 
when extortion and other misdemeanors 
were mentioned, that this must mean mis- 
demeanors of a similar nature, and that 
éven faults of a lower description, if of a 
different kind, could not properly be cog- 
nizable under these acts. However, it was 
very probable ‘that the construction; put 
upon the acts by the honourable and learn- 
ed gent. was the right one, and that crimes 
of less-magnitude than private extortion, 
for it was to this that the acts evidently re- 
ferred, might be cognizable under the acts. 
As to the present case coming under them, 
that was out of the question.. Yet he must 
at the same time say, that what the hon. 
gent. (Mr. Bankes) had said, militated a 

— good deal against this construction, for the 
| case of Mr Holland, where the Attorney- 
: General at that time (lord Eldon), thoug'it 
that political maiters were 
under these acts, was undoubtediy very 
Strong—but in addition to the authority of 

the then Attorney General, we had the au- 

thority of the King’s Bench here, for he was 

speaking under correction, as he might be 

mistaken, that court seemed to have ésta- 

Diished this construction. The Attorney- 

General moved the information, and if the 

Court of King’s Bench allowed the pro- 

: ceedings to go on, il appeared dike a proof 
. _that they had been of opinion that the 
2 crimes mentioned in the information were 
| cognizable under the acts, These authorities 
then were certainly in favour of the hon. 
% ' gent’s. construction of the acts. But then 
the answer that had been given by the hon. 

- and learned gent. was very strong. The 
, accused, it appears, had not stated the ob- 
3 Jection, and, no doubt, it was very possible 
. that the point might have been overlooked. 
But this ‘he would say, in passing, if the 
sfteconstruction put on these acts by the hon. 

and learned gent. was the right one, and 
probably ‘it was, there must be a very con: 
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siderable alteration in them, .in order to 
render them capable of answering any use- 
ful purpose, as it appeared that few things 


-came under them, and that very consider- 


able delay might take place; so that this 
mode of proceeding could not at least be 
recommended from any convenience of dis-_ 
patch. He had indeed heard it said, that 
all those offences were punishable in the 
courts of law. Undoubtedly the court of 
King’s Bench was competent to the trial of 
such offences. But though this might be 
be the case in point of theory, yet, in mat- 
ters of this sort, it was not altogether the 
case in point of practice; and this, there~ 
fore, ought to be the object of future con- 
sideration. In the present case, the house 
had got into a difficulty, and he lamented 
to say, that he saw no way of getting rid of 
it, and therefore it must be ven encoun- 
tered. But as to the principle of impeach- 
ment in this instance, he might certainly 
change his opinion if he heard some new 
facts that had not yet come to his know- 
ledge, or stronger arguments than he had 
as yet heard; but unless something of this 
sort should happen, he must say, that he 
was tully determined to vote against an im- 
peachment. He might, to be sure, hear 
something that might give a different co- 
lour to the whole transaction, and then he 
would act as he saw proper. Now, he had 
been one of the most earnest to engage in 
the impeachment of Mr. Hastings, but be- 
fore the conclusion of that trial; he had 
come to this opinion, that it was morally 
impossible that justice could be obtained, 
(he meant no reflection on the tribunal by 
which Mr. Hastings had been tried) with 


‘regard to crimes connected with India, 


the mode of impeachment. He felt this 
so strongly, that nothing but some new and 
very impressive information indeed, could 
induce. him to vote in the present instance 
fora trial by impeachment. But it might be 
said, suppose you should be of opinion that 
lord Wellesley had very much misconducted 
himself, what were you to do? That would 
depend on the degree of delinquency and 
on other circumstances. ‘The opinion of 
the house of his conduct might be marked 
by a declaration of its sentiments, or if 
more than that should be required, then 
we had ogher modes of proceeding. But 
at all events, whatever might be the result, 
he hoped that the mode of impeachment 
would not be adopted. Now, as to the 
way in which we were proceeding at pre- 
sent, there was one mode, and only: one 
that he saw, by which this matter could be 
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the present session. To be sure, it might 


_ be said that he wished to withdraw himself 


from’ the affair altogether when he propo- 
Sed it; but it was to sacrifice the whole day 
to the business, to go on with the evidence 
at eleven o'clock in the morning, and to pro- 
eeed with other business at the usual hour, 
in the same manner as the lords had lately 
done. ‘He allowed that he must be absent 
if this mode should be adopted, for 
in the situation in which he stood, for him 


. to attend would be absolately impossible. 


This, therefore, was certainly not a mode 


to which he was partial, as his absence 


would be necessary, but at present he saw 
no other. ‘But, there were some here of 
opinion that the examination of this oral 
testimony would not last long—perhaps not 
beyond two or three days; but if, contrary 
to expectation, it should last long, then he 


did not see any mode that could answer the | 


purpose, except this vigorous prosecution 
of the busmess, which must be conducted 
in the absence of many members who would 
wish to be present. ‘ihere might also be 
another objection to this point of form. 
But, however, we had ouly now to proceed 
with the evidence for two or three days; 
and if it; was likely to go to any length, then 
it would be necessary to adopt some new 
and extraordinary course; for he felt that 
it was necessary, in justice to the accuser 
and the accused, that the house should come 
to some decision this session. The hon. 
gent. who conducted this affair, must feel 
delay extremely unpleasant, though he cer- 
tainly was not responsible for the delays of 
‘the house of commons; and, on the other 
hand, it would be dreadful to keep the ac- 
cused and his friends in suspence. He 
thought, therefore, that we should begin 
directly, and proceed with as much dis- 
patch as the forms of the house would 
all 


‘On the motion of Mr. Paull, the house 
then resolved itself into a committee, to 
consider of the charge, lord Folkestone 
i tie chair. The chairman first desired 


the serjeant to call lord Teignmouth. Mr. 


‘Paw i then said a few words, which we could 
not distinctly hear, relative to the imtroduc- 
‘tion of a short-hand writer. Tie Speaker 
said, that pursuant to the practice of ‘the 
house; it was not usual to make a motion 
on the subject; but the clerk on an under- 


standing, would do his daty,—Lord Teign- 


mouth then having appeared at the inside 
‘of the bar, the chairman said, “ my lord, 


‘ 
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brought to a conclusion before the end of 


there is a chair for your lordship to reposé 
on, if you think proper.” fle 

Mr. Paull immediately rose, and pro. 
ceeded to interrogate his lordship with re- 
spect to transactions in India, from the pe- 
riod of his appointment to the post of go. 
vernor-general. A question being put to the 
noble lord, with respect to the opinion he 
entertained of certain treaties, which had 
been entered into with the native princes, 

Mr. Garrow rose, and said; that what. 
ever questions were asked should merel 
relate to facts. He apprehended that the 
opinion of the noble lord, with regard to 
written documents, could not, with propries 
ty, be asked; as the opinion the house 
should entertain, would be best known from 
the treaties themselves. : 

Mr. Paull said, if he was not allowed te 
put the question, a part of his charge must 
remain without proof, 

Mr. Garrow said, the only mode the 
hon. gent. could pursue, was first to prove 
the fact, and then to produce the treaty, to 
show in what manner it wasbroken. 

Mr. Johnstone did not think the hom 
gent. (Mr. Paull) would find himself in any 
difficulty, as he could ask whether any de 
mand was made on the Vizier, in conses 
quence of additional troops? e. 

Mr. Paull then proceeded with the ex- 
amination. Upon the question; “ if thena 
bob had made a forcible representation of 
the conduct of the resident (Mr. Cherry), 
for improper interference, would your lord- 
ship have thought yourself justified in.com 
tinuing him at Lucknow?” Lord Teign- 
mouth was about to read, from a paper 
which he held in bis hand; when 

Lord Temple begged the. noble witnes 
might withdraw. He then submitted to the 
house, whether it was proper the noble lord 
should read his reply from papers, which 
were already before the committee? or 
whether it would not be better, to prevent 
the house from having garbled extracts 
from them enforced upon their attention, 
and to save time, that the witness should 
say at once, that the answer was to be found 
in the papers? 

Mr. Francis said, he thought also that the 
reading of papers was anomalous, and that 
it was not the practice, in such cases as this, 
for the witnesses to refer to papers, for any 
purpose beyond that of refreshing their me- 
mories. 

Mr. Rose considered it improper that 
theinoble lord should be interrogated as to 
his opinion upon any point, and thought 
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"that the testimony ought to be confined to 


matier of fact. - 

Mr. Paull said, the practice of reading 
from papers had been invariably pursued 
during the impeachment. of Mr. Hastings, 
and the noble lord was merely referring to 
memorandums which he held in his hand, 


- for his individual use. 


Mr. Garrow could not conceive what the 
opinion of the noble witness, asked for in 
the interrogatory, could have to do with the 
malversation charved against the governor- 
general of India, He hardly knew to what 
extent that house felt itself privileged to 


- make such inquiries in a case of the nature 


of that before them; but, certainly, in any 


other place, the rules of evidence would 


not permit an inquiry as to the opinion of 
the wituess. 

Dr. Laurence told the hon. and learned 
gent. that, in the proceedings before this 
house, strict legal evidence was not required, 
as nothing could be more different than the 
situation of the house of commons in search 
of information, and ihat of a court of law. 
Would not the hon. gent. in the situation 
of an attorney-general, have been able, even 
in a court of justice, to put a question that 
should lead to legal evidence? Opiniens 
had been admilied in the exainination of 
witnesses in the case of Mr. Hastings. He 
also mentioned that lord Hardwicke had 
ruled that, before the peers, hearsay evi- 
dence respecting a conspiracy should be re- 
ceived, with the proviso that only legal evi- 
dence should be taken as far as the prisoner 
(lord Lovat) was concerned. The question, 
he contended, was strictly ia poiut. If his 


learned friend had, therefore, been acquaint- 


‘ed with the practice of parliament, he would 
not have made this objection. 
Mr.Garrow said that he was satisfied with 
the answer of the learned doctor; for it 
seemed he had strayed from the courts be- 


low to this place, where he found that legal. 


knowledge was totally useless in the exami- 
nation of witnesses. ife thanked the learned 
doctor for his lecture, and said that it seem- 
ed, from his report, that this house had re- 
solved most magnificently to depart from 
the rules of evidence which had been esiab- 
lished by the wisdom of ages for the pro- 
tection of our lives and liberties. He de- 
nied it was possible that hearsay evidence 
could be received in any British court of 
justice; and, indeed, the learned doctor 
seemed to correct himself here; for he here 
added, that legal evidence only was received 
as far as the prisoner was concerned. 
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Mr. Secretary Windham ‘upon 
the tone in which the learned gent. had 


spoken, and said that though he had thanked 


his learned. friend for his lecture, he had 
not profited by it. Now, he would tell that 
learned gent. that he had profited . by 
his lecture, and, moreover, that hé did not 
even thank him for it. He had said he had 
come from the courts below, and from what 
he had said, one would suppose he thought 
himself there still. The question was,whether 
the rules of the courts below applied to 
parliamentary proceedings? Did the learned 
gent. mean to say that they did, where the 
cases were so very different? If he did pot 
mean to say this, he said nothing at all. 
As to the particular question, opinions 
might undoubtedly be received in this pre~ 


liminary enquiry, provided they came from — 


competent persons. 

Mr. Garrow expressed his surprise at the 
severity of the language which had been 
applied to him by the right hon. secretary. 
He had said, that he should not profit by 
the lecture which he (Mr. Garrow) had de- 
livered; this was the second time he had 
ever addressed that-house, and if he was 


deserving of a rebuke, the lecture of the. 


right hon. gent. would certainly be profita- 
ble to him; and he could not but thank him 
for the courtesy and kindness with which it 
had been given. He was not fencing with 


the argument of the learned gent. (Dr. Lau= 


rence), but would again decidedly express 
his conviction, that no hearsay evidence 
could be legally received, to advance the 
conviction of any man, for a conspiracy or 
otherwise. 


Mr. Francis and lord H. Petty contended 


that questions as to opinion might be put 
in such cases as.the present, to competent 
persons; that the object of the house was 
toe gain information, and that the rules of 
evidence in the lower courts did not apply 
there. Mr. Rose argued that it was uot 


proper to admit mere opinious, even in par-_ 


liamentary preliminary enquiries, and said 


that the house was much obliged to his 


learned friend for originating the present 


discussion. Mr. Martin (of Galway), 


Mr. Paull, argued in favour of putting the 


question. Mr. Alexander spoke against. 


putting the question proposed. 


Mr. Wilberforce thought it perfectly cor-_ 
rect to mterrogate, with regard to the con-_ 
stitution and practice of the Indian govern-— 
ment, a person so competent to answer as 


the noble lord under examination,, At the 


same time he would recommend to the han. 
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examiner to put his questious more in a 
clear and precise manner, in order that the 
answers should be decisive, and not left 


for various constructions. 


_ Mr. Paull conceived his question as pre- 


_ cise as could be desired. After a few words 


from Mr. Huskisson, the examination was 
resumed. The scope of the examination re- 
lated to the system upon which the noble 
witness acted in the government of India; 
the course which he would have followed in 
certain cases, in which marquis: Wellesley 


was concerned; his opinion upon certain | 


acts of that noble marquis; his construction 
of different treaties, particularly that con- 
cluded between the Company and the nabob 
of Oude, in 1798. Upon the construction 
of the latter treaty, it was contended by 
Mr. C. Wynne, sir A. Wellesley and Mr. 
Wallace, that no question should be propo- 
sed to the witness, a copy of the treaty it- 
self being on the table, of which the house 
could of course form its own judgment, 
without resorting to the opinion of the wit- 
ness.. Dr. Laurence stated, that a similar 
question had been put to sir R. Barker, on 
‘the trial of Mr. Hastings, and besides that 
the house had already decided that the wit- 
ness could be examined as to matters of 
opinion. The question was accordingly al- 


- lowed.—Sir A. Wellesley put several ques- 
_ tions to the noble lord with regard to the 
. expence of the company’s troops employed 


in the territories of the nabob of Oude, 


the character of the nabob’s own troops, 


and the disposition of his subjects.—-On a 
question being put by Dr. Laurence, as to 
whether the nabob vizier was addicted to 
excessive drinhing or not, a good deal of 
conversation took place. It was at length 
determined that the question should be 
asked. ‘The noble lord answered in the af- 


. firmative, but added that he always preser- 


ved so much decency as not to expose him- 
self in public; he also added that his highness 
made use of spirituous liquors.—To a qnes- 
tion relative to the great estimation in which 


. the turban is held among the Mussulmen, the 
noble lord, among other things in his an- 


swer stated, that he recollected on one occa- 
sion, the nabob having changed with him, 


‘and put on his lordship’s hat, whilst the 


noble lord himself wore the turban of the 


pabob —When the examination was con- 


cluded for the day, and the house bad re- 
sumed, a conversation took place on the 
subject of the order of the house in pro- 
ceeding. It appeared to be the understand- 
ding of the house at length, that the Speaker 


should take the chair at an early hour, for 
the purpose of forwarding private business, 
and that as soon after 5.o’clock as the mem.’ 
bers most interested in the case should be 
ready to hear evidence, that that should 
take precedence of all other business.  [f' 
was also understood that the second reading” 
of the training bill was to be postponed; 
and that it would be impossible to bring on 
the Farrucabad charge watil the next ses. 
sion of parliament. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Thursday, June 19. 


[PeTition or Junce Fox.] Lord, 
Grenville. moved the order of the day. 
for taking into consideration the Petition of 
the hon. Mr. Justice Fox. The Petition. 
was read by the clerk as follows. 


* To the right hon. the Lords Spiritual: 
and Temporal of the united kingdom: 
of Great Britain and Ireland, in pare 
liament assembled : The Petition of the: 
hon. Luke Fox, one of the justices of: 
his majesty's court of common pleasin 
Ireland: 


“ Humbly Sheweth; That the petition” 
er in the summer of the year 1803, went,” 
as one of the judges of assize, upon the’ 
north west circuit in [reland, where he dis-’ 
charged the duties of his office, to the best’ 
of his judgment, according to law, and the’ 
solemn obligation of his oath, by which he’ 
was bound to do justice indifferently, with’ 
out respect of persons. —That as long after’ 
the conclusion of that circuit as the 31st of 
May 1804, a petition was presented to your” 
jordships by John Hart, esq. complaining of 
certain parts of the petitioner’s conduct iY 
his situation of judge, at the assizes held at. 
Lifford on the said circuit; and in the month 
of July 1804, two,other petitions, appa- 
rently influenced by the example of the said” 
John Hart, were presented to your lord- 
ships; one ia the name of Wm. Armstrong, ’ 
and others; and the other in the name of 
Gerrard Irvine, esq. further complaining of” 
your petitioner’s conduct at Inniskillen on’ 
the said circuit.—Y our petitioner begs leave” 
to inform your lordships, that he received 
no previous notice, from any person, that it’ 
was intended to make his judicial conduct 
the subject of public complaint; and he was’ 
first apprised of the same by the common” 
newspapers, having been at the time occu- 
pied by the duties of his office in Dublin; 
but anxious to resene his character from any” 
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imputation, and deeply sensible of the pub- 
lic injury which must result-from permitting 


charges, however unfounded, to femain sus- 


pended over a person appointed to admi- 
nister justice, yourpetitioner came forthwith 
to London, for the purposeof vindicating 
his character, and taking the necessary steps 
for his speedy and immediate defence.— 
That on the th July .1804, certain articles 
of complaint, founded upon the aforesaid 
petitions, and other matters, were presented 
to your lordships, and laid upon your table; 
but parliament was soon afterward proro- 
gued, and your petitioner had to return to 
the discharge: of his functions of a judge, 
oppressed with the weight and obloquy of 
a public accusation preferred in his ab- 
senée, to the highest tribunal in the realin, 
and precluded from all means of vindicating 
his character, or defending his conduct, un- 
til a future session of parliament, by reason 
of the complaint against your petitioner not 
having been brought forward. by his accu- 
sers, tillnear the close of the session, when 
it was impossible to have any effectual pro- 
ceeding thereon.—Your petitioner respect- 
fully: submits to your lordships, thatin a bu- 
siness of such serious importance to the ad- 


ministration of public justice, as that of a 


criminal accusation against one of his ma- 
jesty’s judges, it might reasonably have been 
expected; that the articles of complaint pre- 
sented against him would have been framed 
upon great deliberation, and with scrupu- 
lous caution; the more especially from the 
extremely harsh nature of the charges them- 
selves, and the delicate situation of the per- 
son, to whom guilt was thereby imputed ;— 
for all which considerations, the great length 
of time which had been suffered to elapse, 
after the conduct complained of was alledg- 


~ ed'to have taken place, and before any 


charge was made, had afforded more 
than sufficient opportunity; notwithstanding 
which, the said articles were altered in the 
beginning of next sessions, aud particulars 
of complaint were then presented to your 
lordships, containing 4 new charge of a very 
aggravated nature, which, with several other 
articles, not fewer'than five in number, have 
been since withdrawn.—That early in the 
sessions of 1805, a.committee of your lord- 


ships was appointed, which every peer had 


a right to attend, to consider of the matter 

ulledged against your petitioner, and of the 

evidence which anight be brought in sup- 

port of the same; at which time your peti- 

tioner was again compelled to forego the 

discharge of ‘his judicial duties, and to at- 
Vor. VII. 
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tend upon your lordships for the purpose, 
as he hoped, of being then allowed to enter 
upon his defence; but was then prevented 
a second time from appearing in his own 
defence, by the nature and constitution of 
the said committee, at whose proceedings 
it was not permitted to him, nor-to any -per- 
son employed on his behalf, to be present. 
—That after a considerable part of the-said 
sessions had been employed in examining 
into the matters then alledged against your 
petitioner, and after several witnesses had 
been examined in support-of the charges 
theretofore preferred against him, to vour 
petitioner’s very great surprise, the matter 
of complaint against him was again altered, 
new modelled, and changed, by withdraw- 
ing several of the particulars of complaint 
which had been before presented, and most 
strongly insisted upon as highly criminal, 
by amending. and ‘changing, in material 
parts, those that were suffered to remain, so 
as to make them different in ‘their nature 
and effect, and’by introducing then, for the - 
first time, other charges altogether new; by 
means’ of which continued fluctuation of 
complaint, your petitioner was involved 
in the most cruel- perplexity, and became 
utterly uncertain what the charges might be 
against which he might ultimately have to 
defend himself; whilst his character was in 
the mean time deeply wounded by this’ap- 
parent multiplicity of charges, thus publicly 
and solemnly presented to the highest court 
of judicature in the realm, as grave and 
solemn matters of just complaint against 
one of his majesty’s judges.—That on the 
22nd May 1805, it was moved, that-on 
humble address should be presented to his 
majesty, to remove your petitioner from his 
office, grounded upon such new, altered and 
amended charges; whereupon vour lord: 
ships ordered, “ that your lordshins’ heuse 
should resolve itself into a committee ofthe 
whole house, upon the motion made for an 
address to be presented to' his majesty, ‘to 
remove your petitioner from his office of 
judge, and to enter into the facts alledged 
on the said motion.”—That on the 3st 
May :805, and on various subsequent days, 
during the continuance of the last sessions, 
one of: the charges stated’ by the motiow, 
contained in the-petition of Wm, . 
strong and others, was proceecte+t invat your ; 
lordships’ bar, when no further provress — 
was made, than to examine the witnesses | 
produced in support of the faets alledeed 
in the said petition; in the course of whose 
evidence it appeared, that your petitioner's 
$C 
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paid the expences incurred by them ib pro- 
secuting their, complaints, out of the public 
mouey.—Y our petitionerfeels himself bound. 
to state to your lordships,. that several :of 
the remaining. charges would probably, from 
the nature of the allegations contained there- 
in, occupy more of your lordships’ time 
than that which has been thus heard in 
part.—Your petitioner, under these circum- 
stances, feels himself called upon to state 
most respectfully to your) lordships, the 
many grievous bardships which result to him 
from proceedings which are novel in their na- 
ture, and harassing by their delay—which 
subject his character to continued public ob- 
Joquy, which he has had ne opportunity to 
remove or repel, and which are almost ru- 
inous to-his private fortune; the pressure of 
. which is the more severely felt by him,, in- 
asmuch as the expences of his aceusers have 
been defrayed out, the public treasury..- 
Your petitioner, penetrated by a lively sense 
of the many difficulties, and hardships, to 
which he bas been subjected; without an 
imputation on the, uprightness,or integrity 
his conduct, ,wounded. in, his: personal 
and judicial feelings, and still more deeply 
affected by the embarrassment, so long sus- 
pended over the administration ‘of justice, 
at this advanced period of the third’ session, 


in. which his name has been coupled with | 


parliamentary. accusation—Humbly prays 


-your lordships to consider the natare and 


circumstances of his case, and to make such 
orders therein as to your lordship’s wisdom 
and justice shall seem meet: And your pe- 
titioner will ever pray, &c. 

(Signed) LUKE Fox.” 


, ‘Lord Grenville then rose and addressed | 


their lordships as follows :—My lords, while 
‘your lordships were occupied with'so mach 
taadable industry and perseverance in dis- 
charging that important duty which de- 
volved.on you in consequence of the Arti- 
cles of Impeachment preierred by the house 
‘of commons, it was. admitted that it would 
have been improper, not to say impossible, 
for your lordships to have said what course 
you would adopt with respect to the pre- 
sent matter of complaint. The proceed-. 
ings have hitherto amounted to nothing 
more than postponement, from time to time, 
of the order for the attendance of the wit- 
nesses; and it was understood that such 
delay should operate no prejudice to the 
question on. cither side, when the period 
should arrive at which your lordships could 


enter into its discussion, That period has 
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accusers and their witnesses have been all 


1 


arrived, and your lordships are now called: 
upon to decide, whether, after the laborious! 
investigation in which you have so recently, 
beem engaged, you think it expedient or; 
advantageous that you should enter into a: 
new one, which, from the nature!of the: 


charges, and the experience you have:hadj - 


you must be ¢orivinced, cannot fail of prov~ 
ing equally extensive. On this-subject F 
have no hesitation in stating what is my. 


decided opinion. Resting it merely on the 


advanced period of the session, and the na+ 
ture of the case, 1 think we are called upon 
to come at once to a final: determination, 
But, my lords, I have much and more im- 
portant objections to the proceeding... It 
has often been felt by me as an indispensa- 
ble. duty in ‘the course of this proceeding, 
to state the clear conviction 1 entertain, 
strengthened as it has’ been by every op- 
portunity I have had of examining it, that 
this proceeding is ab initio wrong —that. it 
is carrying on before a court not competent 
to enquire into it, and that it is in a course 
in which it cannot brought to the. issue 
proposed., My lords, this conviction rests 
on plain and broad considerations, which, 
the more they are examined, the more they 
will be found to be, the undeniable law. of 
parliament, and from which results this po- 
sition, That no criminal complaint can be 
preferred and proceeded upon this 
house.” That ;this’ house. ;can try criminal 
matter upon impeachment. by the, com; 
mons, or asa court of appeal, by appeal; 
or writ ef error, L admit; but iw no.¢ase 
whatever, with the exception of the mainte, 


| nance of its own principles and privileges, 


can it entertain any criminal jurisdiction, 
In stating this, your lordships noust be 
aware, I am only stating that which is-laid 
down by all writers on the law of ihis 
try, and received by all the authorities in 
the constitution, Therefore those who 
maintain there is an exception, ought to 
think it incumbent on them to produce # 
new law, which has weakened the force of 
the old law—a new resolution of parlia- 
ment, which has weakened the force ofa 
former resolution—a. new, precedent, which 
has weakened the force of more-ancient 
precedents. We know, my lords; what was 
the answer given by lord.chief justice Holt, 
long since the Revolution, upona complaint 
being preferred against him, for what wag 


alleged to be the ‘undue exercise of his ju; 
‘dicial. functions. 


His answer was, that. he 
was bouud to exercise his judicial functions 


according to law and the best of his judg- 
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 qnént, and that’ his conduct was not liable 


to be examitied ‘before your lordships. In 
that answer this house acquiesced ; thereby 
establishing a complete conclusive precedent 


applicable to the present case. Here was |, 


a decision where the same question as the 


"present one was brought under considera- 


tion, where the person accused was distin- 
guished for his knowledge of the laws of 
his country, where the subject matter of 
aceusation had recently occurred, where the 
whole of the circumstances were brought 
before the house, and where the demurrer 


~ to ‘your jurisdiction being thus solemnly 


made by one of the greatest lawyers of his 
time, was upon mature consideration ad- 
-mitted by your lordships. When I have 
‘said this, it seems to me, my lords, that I 
have exhausted the whole question. There 
are no instances, save those which have 
been condemned, save those cases which 
gave rise to the condemnation of the prin- 
ciple: no instances, if I remember right, 
where there has been the least ground of 
precedent for this house entertaining ori- 
ginally any complaint of a criminal matter. 
The doctrine for which I contend rests on 
the general principles of the constitution, on 
the statute law, on the resolutions of par- 
liament, and on precedent. It rests also on 
the reason and analogy of the case; on mo- 
tives of convenience so strong, that if even 
there was no authority to quote, the argu- 
ment of convenience, which in a doubtful 
case might be allowed to prevail, ought un- 
questionably to prevail in this. My lords, 
by the constitution of this country, which 
we have recently been called upon to put 
in action, the house of commons are the 
grand inquest of the nation—all crimes ave 
cognizable either in the ordinary courts of 


“Justice, or in the high court of parliament; 


but it is no more competent for any otlier 
court of justice to outstep the limits of its 
constitution, or to entrust to judges the 
functions of juries, or to juries the functions 
of judges, than it is for your lordships, as 
one of the component parts of parliament, 
to invest and make yourselves, not the 
judges only, but the accusers. I contend 
that the house of commons is the grand in- 
quest of the high court of parliament : that 
it is competent for them alone to bring 
commoners before your lordships for high 
crimes and misdemeanors. Even in the 
case of peers, the inquest is preferred else- 
where, and the bill is removed to your lord- 
ships house, in order that you may proceed. 
Therefore I maintain, that in the present 


judgement. 
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case there is a’ Stibversion of this’ practice. 
The articles” of complaint state what may’ 


‘be said amount to high crimes and mis- 


demeanors in a’judge. Shall not, then, a 
judge be entitled, in the execution of his 
office, to the ‘same Security as any other in- 
dividual? T would ask ‘your lordships, whe- 
ther any thing short of the most positive, 
clear, and undeniable stream of precedent, 
ought so to alter the constitution of this 
house, as to make those matters cognizable 
by original complaint in the case of a judge, 
which are not cognizable in the case of any 
other subject in the country, be the charges 
against him what they may? I was proceed- 
ing, my lords, to refer to the argument of 
convenience. Nobody can say, that this’ 
proceeding can oust the house of commons - 
of tlieir constitutional functions. If it can- 

not have that effect, let me ask in what si- 
tuation do you place yourselves, ‘the house 
of commons, the party in this. case, and 
every other person who may be a party in 
a similar case, by coutinuing your endea- 
vours to establish a precedent so destructive 
of the analogy of ali legal proceedings? I 
will suppose that your lordships proceed to 
What is that judgment? Itis a 
motion and address concerning things done, 
not in your judicial, but in your legislative 
capacity. After entertaining the complaint 
of the crime, not upon the suggestion of an 
individual peer, but of the parties pretend- 
ing to be aggrieved ; after entertaining the 
complaint of a personal wrong, committed in. 
execution of the office of justice; after enter- 
taining the case in your judicial capacity, 
when you come to the conclusion, you form 
yourselves from your judicial into your de- 
liberate capacity, proceed toanaddress,which 
is nevertheless to havethe effect of the sever 
est judgment; but when you have sodone you 
must communicate your proceedings to the 
house of commons. The house of com- 
mons has hitherto no knowledge of any 
part of this transaction. If it comes to 


| their knowledge by the communication of 


your resolution, the house of commons may 
adopt a certain line of proceeding, of which 
you cannot divest them. _ If they think the 
charges are matter of high crime, they may 
entertain them as such, and if they are of 
sufficient importance to be proceeded in, it 
is their duty to impeach at the bar of this 
house. Then see in what a situation we 
stand, Every one of your lordships would 
be liable to challenge upon the mere fact 
that you had already decided. I would 
ask, whether there could. be a situation 


| 
| 
BY 
| 
i” 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
i 
| 


759) 
more degrading, more likely to cast scandal 
ov parliament, and. more certain of bring- 
ing the subjects of the country into irre- 
inievable calamity, than for a man to be 
calied upon to answer a charge before the 
same judge, who im another stage of the 
accusation had pronounced him guilty? 
And yet, if. this proceeding goes on, there. 
is no alternative but to admit that horrible 
inconvenience, or to say, that the act of this 
house shall prejudice the right of all the 
commons of England, and deprive them of 
their undoubted privilege. These are in- 
conveniences which arise, not out of this 
particular case, bui from a_ proceeding 
which is contrary to the precedent and re- 
solution of the house—a proceeding for 
which there is no precedent, but against 

- which there is a precedent of the strongest 
and most conclusive kind that ever existed. 
I am now to state what the inconveniences 

re which result on this particular case ; 
aud here let me observe in the litile I have 
to say, that no part of my opinion of the 
proceedings of this day rests in any manner, 
or can bein any manner argued, upon what 
the witnesses have said at the bar. Where- 
ever merely the evidence on one side is 
heard, it can only be considered as ex parte 
evidence. Whatever therefore may have 
been sworn, nothing has been proved— 
nothing is proved till the witnesses on both 
sides have given their testimony. I wish to 
have it clearly understood, that no part of 
the opinion | entertain rests in ihe smallest 
degree on the facts I have stated, that I am 
convinced we are proceeding against the 
law and the constitution of the country; 
that we are engaged in a proceeding which 
will deprive the house of commons of one 
of its most. valuabie and important privi- 
leges, or bring the whole court of parlia- 
ment into slaader and disrepute. It is not 
only a-suggesiion individually by a peer in 
his piace, but it is the complait of parties 
stating themselves to be aggrieved. My 
lords, in every case of wrong, the laws of 
this country have provided a lawful remedy. 
In every case of crime, the laws have point- 

_ ed out a lawful course of prosecution. If it 
is the intention of any noble lord to argue 
this case, by saying that we are beginning 
in a course of deiiberate consideration, | 
answer, that we are proceeding im a case of 
crime and misdemeanor, and it does not 

‘become your lordships, who are not a court 

of original jurisdiction, to entertain, at the 
suggestion of parties, either a matter of pri- 
vate wrong, or of crime and misdemeanor, 
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which ean only be brought, on in: the com., 
mons. This is a case.as clearly excluded, 
not from your power, perhaps, but from, - 
all lawful and prudent exercise of your 
power, as if your lordships were to decide 
whether an individual, who was to be tried 
before another court, had or had not com. - 
mitted murder. You are called to try that 
which is matter of trial in the court below, 
which may eventually be brought here, and 
therefore ought not to be prejudiced. If 
it be incompetent for this house to entertain, 
the complaints of private parties, how much 
more strongly ought prudence to induce 
you to adhere, with the most scrupulous 
atiention, to the rule for which I am con- 
tending, especially where the party aggriey. 
ed is in the situation of an oifficer or at 
least of a person exercising functions in the 
court. If you once open the door to this 
question, 1 ask your lordships, whether 
other subjects of the country will not think 
themselves entiiled to the same sort of re. 
dress as Mr. Armstrong, one of the peti. 
tioners in this case? How will you hence. | 
forth shut your doors against any person, 
who, instead of prosecuting his complaint 
in the ordinary way, shall come to your 
lordships and say, that the judge of the last 
assizes decided a cause agaiast him, or that 
he made sone observations reflecting upon 
his character as one of, ihe jury? He might 
say, I know other modes of redress are 
open to me, but I prefer coming to the bar 
of this house, to desire your lordships to 
investigate ull these matters, and to go into’ 
the whole trial of John Nokes and Thomas 
Styles. Where can the line be drawn be. 
tween the personal grievance of any man, 
by Mr. justice Fox in Ireland, or the 
grievance of any person in this country, 
who may think proper to quarrel with the 
verdict of the judge the next summer as- 
sizes? See also in what a situation you.will 
place the judges. Against all other modes 
of proceeding, they have their protection, 
They know the confidence which the law 
reposes in persons invested with the ju- 
dicial character. They know the power 
the law gives them, and the high respon 
sibility attached to them; but they are 
not prepared to know that every time 
they give their opinions, or deliver a 
charge.to a Grand Jury, which may hap- 
pen to be disapproved, they are subject to 
be brought before this house to defen 
themselves by counsel, and to be obliged 
to produce evidence. to satisfy your lard- 


ships that their opinions were right. Even 
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if they ultimately succeed they will be cer-| others, but of which a proceeding of this 


tain of undergomg an ordeal of at least | 


three, aud perhaps of seven or fourteen 
“years. 1 cannot conceive a principle more 
injurous to the adininistration of justice, or 
more dangerous to the independeace of the 
judges. You leave it to the pleasure of 
every person to complain of a judge when- 
ever he may think proper. Your lordships, 
as a branch of the legislature, have said, 
that there shall be no reduction from the sa- 
laries of the judges; that they shall not even 
yay towards the exigencies of the goveru- 
ment; yet though you determine that nei- 
ther the crown or parliament shall curtail 
them, you allow the worst individual of 
the couutry, whose conduct may have sub- 
jected him to tue animadversion ofa judge, 
to do what will produce the same eftect. 
By suffering him to bring his complaint to 
the bar of this house, it is in his power to 
amerce a judge to the amount of his whole 
salary, and to deprive him of the recompence 
of his labours for.the public. This is not 


a case in which you will have to pronounce 
upon your honour, but you are to exercise 
an exiraordinary power, stated to be given 
you by an act of parliament. With respect 
to the act of parliament, it has been said, 
that uuless you adimt the power of the 


house of lords, there is no clause in the act 
by which you can give effect to the clauses 
for the removal of the judges. In m 
opinion there is a way by which the clause 
may be satisfied, without drawing from. it 
by a side wind a conclusion in favour of 
, the authority exercised by your lordships. 
There are many other cases, with regard 
to which matters may arise for the exercise 
of the discretion of the house, without the 
necessity of your lordships deciding origi- 
nally. A judge may be in a situation of 
notorious incapacity from age, and yet it 
may happen, that through the peevislness 
natural to age, or ill humour, or some other 
cause, he may wish to adhere to his situa- 
tion, after he has been, in the opinion of all 
mankind, rendered unfit for its duties. 
That this would be a painfut necessity for 
the interference of parliament, no one could 
doubt, but it would be acase in which 
some mode would be devised to recom- 
pence the person removed—there would 
e every wish on the part of this house to 
afford consolation to a person arrived at 
such an age. Auother case may be sup- 
sed. Itwould be, where a judge had 
‘been convicted elsewhere—liable to the 


sane equal laws which he administered to 


kind would deprive him — having the bene- 
fit of an inquest of a grand jury, and af- 
terwards upon being tried by a court com- 
petent to decide, convicted of the matter 
charged against him; it might be a proper 
exercise of your lordships functions to say, 
that although such conviction was noi for a 
misdemeanor that induced the forfeiture of 
office, yet it rendered him unfit to be con- 
tinued in the exercise of the judicial func- 
tions. Having had the benetit of a trial by 
jury, he would, after conviction, be a 
object for the discretionary exercise of the 
power of this house to advise his majesty 
to remove him from a situation which he 
could no longer fill With propriety. That 
it would be well to satisfy every clause in 
an act of parliament, I agree; yet I would 
wish that some should remain unsatisfied 
rather than you should assume a jurisdic+ 
tion so inconvenient to exercise, aud so 
perilous to the subjecis of this realm. One 
thing remains to be said. Suppose you 
were now called on to consider ouly the 
question of expediency. We have arrived, 
by no want of diligence on the part of this 
house, at a period of the session in which 
no man can lay‘his hand on bis heart, and 
say, that whatever may be your desire, 
such an attendance can be procured as every 
man would wish to see upon such an occa- 
sion. When you are called upon to arraign 
an individual, and that individual a judge, 
every one must be anxious that the atten- 
dance should be as full as possible. It is 
therefore 1 conceive utterly impossible that 
this proceeding can go on in the present 
session of parliament. Then the question | 
is, whether the proceeding, being necessa- 
rily, by no fault of your lordships, postponed 
to a period of the sessions in which it can- 
not be proceeded in, shail it be kept hanging 
over the head of the party, and that party 
a judge, who, it is not pretended, ought to 
be divested of his office tilla tinal hearing? 
Let me ask your lordships, whether it must — 
not be detrimental to the country to conti- 
nue a judge in such a state of suspence! ~ 
Should he, who is in the constant course of 
adininistering justice to others, and arraign- 
ing others, be at the same time arraigned 
himself before your lordships as a criminal 3 
I do conceive that no expediency can jus- 
tify the hardship to the individual, and the 
inconvenience to this house. I heartily 
wish the matter had never been mentioned. 
If my poor voice had been heard it never 
would. - You are entertaining a proceeding 


‘ 


- part of any dominion can be well adminis- 


‘Jaw. My lords, it is upon these grounds 
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which T consider unlawful, atid shall feel it’ 
my duty to take every opportunity of con-’ 
demning. ‘I am the more called on to do! 
so, when I think there is not the slightest’ 
ground of expediency. 'The sate course 
which in this case is illegal, is inconvenient 
and inexpedient, and in all its effects most 
destructive of that object which your lord- 
ships can only have in view, the securing the 
due administration of justice to the people’ 
of freland. Nothing, I am convinced, can 
tend more to weaken the authority’ of the 
Jaw, and to render more prevalent disobe- 
dience to the law, than a proceeding of this 
nature. No mun is more desirous than my- 
self ihat your lordships should discharge 
the duties you all owe to the united king- 
dom. No man can be more desirous than 
myself to provide, that in every part of the 
united kingdoma strict attention shall be paid 
on the part of every judicial and executive 
magistrate to those principles, by which 
alone any country can be well governed. 
To govern solely aecording to’ law, is the 
graud secret. It has been shewn by all 
history, that the only mcede by which any 


tered, is to govern strictly and conscienti- 
ously, according to the letier of the law, 
without admitling of the least deviation. 
In order to secure this, you must secure 
respect to those who administer the law ; 
and, in my couscience, | think nothing can 
be less calculated to secure it than sucha 
proceeding as this is. If any judge has 
transgressed, the law is open. If he has 
acted criminally, let him be acted against 
criminally. It is in that manner we ought 
to teach the subjects of the country, high 
and low, that all are on an equal footing. 
By any other course of proceeding, by any 
deviation from the seitled rule of law, be 
the arguments of convenience éver so press- 
ing, nothing can result but opinions destrac- 
tive of all principles of obedience to the 


that [am about to move that the further 
proceeding be adjourned to this day two 
months. I do not wish to carry any preju- 
dice to either side, though I should be well 
prepared to dismiss the subject altogether; 

et if {had shaped my motion to that effect, 
it would imply an opinion. It is for that 
reason I have moved to adjourn it toa 
day when this house in all probability will 
not meet. But I think no man ought to 
vote for the motion who is not ‘prepared 
to say that the matter ‘cannot be revived. 


Other modes may still be open, but this 


1806.2Petition of Judge For. 
proceeding will be no’ longer Open if'the 


mode I propose is adopted. 

“The Marquis of Abercorn began by ob- 
serving, that were the house prevailed upon 
to conctir in the motion of the noble lord, 
they would take a step, be was thoroughly 
convinced, which ‘the country might have 
for ever to Jament. He contended for. the 
full eligibility of that house to entertain and 
discuss a complaint preferred on the motion 
of any of its members, and without reference 
to what the other house of parliament might 
do or not. T'o abandon such a priticiple; 
would be to deviate from a line of conduct 
often acted upon by their forefathers. But 
the present was not the time for a consider. 
ation of that kind, the period was past; on 
its preferable line of proceeding, the house 
had repeatedly and solemnly decided, and 
even confirmed it by a legislative measure 
at the close of the last session, which authos 
rised the carrying on these proceedings in 
the present. When he considered what 
had been already done, the orders repeated- 
ly made for the attendance of witnesses, 
who had come from distant parts of Ire- 
land, and which implied a pledge of farther 
proceeding, he was at a loss to reconcile it 
with a principle of good faith and justice 
to their fellow-subjects in that part of the 
United ‘Kingdom. These witnesses came 
many a weary mile, by sea and land; they 
were encouraged to come thus far, and felt 
an assurance that the case would be pro- 
ceeded with. Were the contrary line adopt- 
ed, it would not be too much to ‘say it 
would be both seen and felt. In consider- 
ing the present momentous question, he felt 
it incumbent on him to remind their lord- 
ships of the circumstances of the case of 
what it was the learned judge, whose cou- 
duct gave rise to the pressent discussion, 
stood charged, the particulars of his conduct 
in those respects, and the proceedings at 
different times adopted in that house, from 
the time at which the complaint was origi- 
nally preferred by him, to the present 
period. The noble marquis then entered. 
into an exposition of the tacts and circum- 
stances specified in those articles of charge, 
which have been long before the house and 
the publick. He first particularly adverted 
to the adresses, which he described the 
learned judge as endeavouring to procure, 
for the removal of that amiable and excel- 
lent nobleman (the earl of Hardwicke) who 
sat near him, from the vice-royalty of Ire- 
land; a line of conduct, which, in one of 
his majesty’s judges, of ail others, he deem- 
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ed, most worthy of reprobation.. He nest. 
adverted to his.conduct in thelevy of exees- 
sive fines;, and referred to some extracts to, 


shew, that in one summer circuil, in three 


counties only, he levied fines to the amount 
of 14351; when Mr, Justice Osborne, who. 
presided as crown judge, did not deem. it 
necessary to fine any individual a single 
farthing. | On this part of the, subject, the. 
levying ,of , excessive fines, including . the 
conduct, of the learned judge in, question, 
to Mx, Inwin, then high sheriff, of, the 
pa- 
tiated at length, and reprobated the conduct 
alluded to, in strong and animated language, 
as, tending to ,establish a species of 
cedent of the worst. kind; and one,-more 
than-any other, likely to be injurious to the 
rights,.and destructive to the properties, of 
every description of his majesty’s subjects. 
Considering the difficulty and danger which 
had for many years attended the fulfilling 
of civil duties in Ireland, particularly during 
periods of commotion, when assured security, 
was, only to. he found by the well-disposed 
in activity, it was essentially necessary that 
persons, in, exercise, of their duties 
should be protected from, oppression, and 
the ,hazard of haying their well-intended 
exertions, converted to their injury and 
shame, in,.a quarter where they were most 
intitled commendation and protection. 
The key stone of, the, virtue of juries, was 
their independance; and since the days,of 
judge Jefieries, this was the first instance in 
which that independence bad been attempt- 
ed to, be subyeried, It was not theirown 
forwardpess and presumption, but the,con- 
stitution, country that put men for- 
ward into;the situation of jurymen; and if, 
in the exercise of their functions and honest 
opinions, they were, to be, subjected, to. in- 
dignity, and to have their reputation assailed 
by.a stigina, attempted to be aflixed to thei 
names for life, their situation would indee 
be damentable, and the high-prized privilege | 
of Englishmen converted into.a curse... The | 
casein question was.not one in which the; 
judgments of their minds could,be warped by 
apy, political. or private prejngices, 
acase of murder; and entertaining, fant 
they had followed that maxim, of, I mean | 
authority, better that. -fifty guilly, men 
should escape, than one. man, should 
gufier unjustly:” Yet, for ;haying, Feturned 
a.verdict of acquittal, they, were themselyes’ 
brought into court, and, 4 sentence Of 
famy and excommupication passed upon 
them. The noble marquis nex, alluded to 
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the case. of Mr. Hart, who had been called. 
to the dock, and publicly branded with. op- 
probrium,.and a charge of perjury, by the. 
learned, judge, from the bench, for. having 
given a. character to a prisoner who, had 
seryed him in the capacity of agent. The 
case of .this gentleman, his, lordship said, 
might have been,that of any other gentle- 
man. in lreland,, who received bis rents 
through an agent, What became of the 
boasted rights.of the people of this countty, 
that every man was.to be,considered ingo- 
cent until proved guilty, if a judge was not 
only,to. determine on the guiltof the party: 
before him, but to deter others, by a diead 
of censure and. infamy, from expressing an 
opinion of his innoceiice, and of his general 
character? What would be the situation of the 
country, if the power of judges was. to be 
exercised, uncontrolled? What, if this. first 
application to, parliament on such, a,subject 
was_xejected;,: or, which, was worse, balf 
heard? And what. became. of the compact 
of union, to which their lordships.bad pledg- 
ed themselves, and to. which the Lrish peo- 
ple looked forthe, protection. of lives, 
liberties, and property... ‘The spirit; patience, 
perseverance, and zeal they. had, manifested 
to stand by those, whe stood. by ihem, eu- 
titled them, to have, justice purely admuinis- 
tered, and to. redress, when it was, viliated 
or denied. them. .. The interest, and; pros- 
perity of the country at Jarge, atjhome, and 
her consequence , and, splendor. abroad, 
equally required its If their lordships,pro- 
ceeded in this charge, they, would: afford a 
solid assurance tothe people of, thatcountry, 
that for private. wrongs they. had redress, at 
law; and for constitutional wrongs redyess by 
the attention ofthat house to their applications 
and would, shew, that neither,,power nor 
ialents,; neither dignity nor, reverence, of 
situation, was suflicient.io, protect the pos- 
sesson, from. the consequence , of, guilt and 
public abuse... tqidl ip iis 
Eldon said he should give 2, most 
slecided uegatiy.e,to. this motion, He knew, 
a5, yall as any; mau, the. importance of pre- 


| serving the independence of the, judges.; 


but dhere was something equally dangerous 
with a af .de that 
awas, that they should: be plaged-aboye all 
Jaw and all controul.. He did not see how 
the ,enquiry could be dismissed, wuless the 
exidence before the. house were erased 
from. the journals, ,The noble lord, wha 
now. sat.on the woolsack, was we) Acquaint- 
ed with; the importance of the “ Trial by 
Jpty,” and had seleeted for his motte, this 
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distinguishing character of British jurispru- 
dence. What would he say to the repeated 
violations of this mode of trial, which ap- 
peared on the evidence to have been prac- 
tised by the learned judge whose conduct was 


the subject of enquiry ? The mode in which’ 


the examination had proceeded was not 
open to the objections stated by the noble 
lord who made the motion. It was perfectly 
regular, that the houses of lords and com- 
mons should jointly address the throne for 
the removal of an unjust judge; and it 
would be in the greatest degree indecent, 
if such an address were not preceded by 
patient and deliberate inquiry. 
The Lord Chancellor was extremely 
_ sorry, at that late hour, to solicit the atten- 
tion of their lordships, but he could not 
avoid making a few observations. When 
this subject first came before their lord- 
ships, he was a member of the commons 
house of parliament. ‘The learned judge, 
whose conduct was referred to, had applied 
‘to him to appear as counsel, but he had 
declined all interference, as he understood 
the object was to remove this high ofticer 
from his judicial functions, and that could 
not be done without theassent of the re- 
_presentative part of the legislature. From 
this circumstance, and the little expectation 
he entertained that this subject would so 
early be submitted to the determination of 
their lordships,’ he had not prepared him- 
self by any previous examination of the 
evidence ; but holding the important situa- 
tion he did, it would be absurd for him to 
say, that he could form no opinion on the 
matter now before their lordships, because 
the merits of it depended on the existing 
law, and not on the testimony collected for 
the purpose of this investigation. The 
noble and learned lord who spoke last had 
said, that there were indeed parts of the 
evidence which would attract the particular 
~ attention of him who had the honour of then 
addressing the house, and because he knew 
his sentiments, and saw upon the carri 
which came to the door of their lordships, 
‘the motto to be borne with the armorial 
‘insignia of the Erskine family through all fu- 
ture generations—that motto was, “ Trial 
by Jury:” although he (the lord chancellor) 
had been engaged in the hottest times in 
the defence of that cause, he did not, by 
the trial by jury, mean to ‘imply any thing 
distinct and separate from the judge who 
presided at those trials: it was the trial by 
judge aud jury which attracted his respect 
and admiration, and he had learnt to di- 
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rect his veneration to it by an illustrious 
nobleman (lord Camden) whose sentimeiits 
to him were not matter of history, but of 
personal knowledge, for he was the friend 
of his youth ; and that personage, to the 
“ judicium parium,” had added terms ex- 
pressive of his regard for that valuable part 
of the constitution of a court, which was im. 
mediately concerned in expounding the law 
referable to the facts before the jury. Since 
his noble and learned friend had adverted 
so particularly to him, he would remind 
him of another circumstance which might 
lead that noble persou to suppose that he 
(lord Erskine) valued this mode of trial too 
much to admit any part of it to be impair 
ed. Did any man ever go further than he 
did, to remind judges of the duties they 
owed to their country, for which “he had 
been publicly rebuked, but which he te: 
turned, he trusted, with honest indignation? 
It was his pride, that in the course of his 
professional occupation, he had been ho- 
noured with a gown of precedence which 
did not limit his exertions, ‘but permitted 
the application of them on many occasions, 
the recollection of which constituted no in- 
considerable portion of the happiness: of 
his life. Feeling as he did, he joined with 
peculiar fervor with the noble and learned 
lord, in the sentiment, that judges should 
not be placed above the law, and be ‘per 
mitted to trample on the right of ‘the 
subject. The true question in this case was, 
what was intended by the statute of Wil 
liam, and had Mr. justice Fox, by this mis- 
conduct, conduced to the degradation of 
our free government and constitution ? Bat, 
whatever might have been his deportment; 
he was entitled te a fair trial. One of the 
first principles of British justice in the ad- 
ministration of our penal law is, that the 
party should be accused, then his case was 
to be submitted to the grand jury, whieh 
was ‘a secret inquest in the first instance, 
and witnesses were to be examined before 
them ; then, if they saw just cause, he was _ 
put ‘upon ‘his trial, ‘and he was judged 
y 12 impartial persons, who were wholly 
unacquainted with what had passed upon 
the inquest ; and when he stood at the bat 
of hiis country, no man’s mouth could be: 
opened but in his presence, no «prejudice - 
could be raised which he could not immed* 
ately countervail. It was inconsistent with 
the sii of any court to know any thing 
of the evidence but in the presence of the 
party, anid that evidence was subjected to his 
examination. Their lordships ‘were -men 
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exalted 


how dangerous it was to asswime an opin- 


_ ‘the king to remove judge Fox? What was 


' Suppose that Mr. Mart, or any other of the 


_ this: occasion, to let the guilt or innocence 
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enlightened, and learned ; but they 
were still men, and subject to. all the infir- 
-mities of human nature. All lie had known 
of the mind of man had istructed him 
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jon, unless the party had a cotempora- 
“neous opportunity of taking off the unfa- 
vourable impression, and thus the poison 
was ever accompanied by the antidote. 
Would. their lordships apply these acknow- 
ledged principles of our law to the case of 
-the learned judge ? Witnesses had been ex- 
amined at their lordsiips’ bar, their evi- 
-dence had been registered, no counsel at- 
tended, and no ‘cross-examination was ad- 
‘mitted. They have said, that this learned 
‘judge condescended to bully the jury pre- 
sented before him. Their lordships had 
“better have fulminated their raze, and have 
abandoned all the decencies to which they 
were attached,.than proceed to condemn 
him under such circumstances. How long 
was this ‘blockade of evidence to remain 
upon their minds, before the 
“party was to be heard in his defence? 


- What a spectacle had the house exhibited! 
how anomalous the proceedings! While 
they were’ arraigning the judge, what were 
_ they doing themselves? Had their lordships 

‘not been haranguing one another, cased 


-one another, and: must not all justice peris 
for ever, if such were théir proceedings? 
Was it the intention of the house to address 


that but the commencement of a: judicial 
proceeding? It was impossible they could 
stir a step except the commons agreed with 
them. Suppose, when the address was sent 
down to them for their concurrence, the 
commons slivuld say, we chuse to proceed 
by impeachment, in what 2 sitgation would 
their lordships ‘be? Why,‘ that of having 
actually prejudged a man tipo’ a collateral 
point. Were they, who had before con- 
demned him, to try the ‘impeachment ? 


petitioners, were dissatisfied with the deci- 
‘sion of their lordships, and thouzht it pro- 
ard ‘to’ apply to the commons, was that 
house to try a man upon whose case they 
had pronounced an opinion already, whom 
they had distnissed from the charge? These 
‘were some of the least anomalies into which. 
they would be plunged by a continu ince of 
‘the’ proceedings, ‘their lordships 
‘afraid to (rust the ordinary, tribunais upon 


‘of the: honourable judge be decided by a 
Jury upon a écire facias’' to repeal the patent 
by'which he held his office The commons 
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have: also received petitions upon the sab- 
ject, but they could do so Without any in- 
consistency, for it was not they who wefe 
to judge. There was also another objection, 
and in his mind a-very great one, to pro- 
ceeding in‘that house, and that was, that 
no one could say when the trial was likely 
to terminate. He had listened with very 
great pleasure to the admirable speech of . 
the noble marquis, with so much indeed, 
that if he had not discovered, by looking at 
his watch, that he had spoken full three 
hours, he should have conceived, from the 
excellence“of his speech, that he had nét_ 
occupied more than a quarter of an hour of 
their lordships’ time. If this opening 
‘speech, was to consume so much timé, 
what time would be sufficient for the couti- 
sel, the examination and cross-examination 
of evidence, ard all the delays that neces- 
sarily hang upon judicial proceedings? 
Their lordships had been just delivered 
from the jaws of one impeachment, were 
they to run into: the jaws of another? If 
they were, in the name of God, let the 
proceedings comménce where they ought, 
that is, in the commons; and let not their 
lordships prejudge a case which they might 
probably be called upon, in their judicial 
capacity, to determine. 
Lord Hawkesbury did not rise for the 
purpose of going into the’ evidence, “but 
meant to confine himself to that part of the 
question which had relation to the jurisdic- 
‘tion of their lordships. It: was necessary to 
come to a precise knowledge of the prin- 
ciple upon which they were to proceed. © 
One great erfor' appeared to him to per- 
-vade the arsument of the noble baron who 
made the motion, atid it was, that he seemed 
to consider their present proceeding as an 
exercise of the judicial power, when, in 
fact, they were only exercising’ that inquisi- 
‘torial authority with which they were 
vested the constitution. No two pow- 
ers could be more distinct; they might be 
exercised ‘together without any violation 
of the equitable principles of our code of 
judiéature. If they were to be restricted 
from the exertion of the inquisitorial power, 
because it was possible that the commons 
might consider -the offence’ which they 
‘were enquiting into as fit matter for im- 
peachment, there would bean end at once 
to any practical employment of Th 
could neither address for the removal of a 
secretary of stete; 2 first lord’ of the'admi- 
ralty, or the governor of Their 
lordships, he «thought, fad placed them- 
sélves in thatisituution that'they ¢ould'not 
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recede. They had heard evidence; the 
had. passed a bill to continue the proceed- 
ings in the present session. He would 
_enter his protest against quashing, the pro- 
ceedings. He thought it became the house 
to consider the situation in which they had 
laced themselves, as well as the situation 
-in which they had placed the learned judge 
“also. 
~ The Earl of Moira said, he had been 
revented, by his occupations elsewhere, 
om attending the proceedings; but the 
first impression on his mind was, that 
there would be no impropriety or incon- 
-wenience in entertaining the subject. How- 
ever, more mature reflection, as well as the 
arguments which he had heard offered that 
-night, convinced him that ‘his first opinion 
‘was. erroneous,. The house were in the 
strange situation of hearing a trial, in which 
was no ostensible prosecutor ; for the 
jpersons who acted in that capacity, from 
very laudable motives he would admit, sat 
“amongst them as, judges. He was clearly 
of opinion, that the proceedings should 
whave. originated in the other house. His 
lordship quoted the case of judge Cleland, 
who had been guilty of the same offence 
imputed to Mr. justice: Fox; namely,’ im- 
osing an exorbitant fine on the county of 
Sacex: -But how did the county proceed ? 
Why, they. resisted the payment, and so 
brought the conduct of the judge to legal 
investigation. 
The Earl of Buckinghamshire differed in 
opinion with the noble lord who had just 
spoken. He felt, that the inquisitorial 
power had been propery placed in their 
chands, and he wished fo see it exercised. 
The commons were, in fact, privy to the 
proceedings. against the learned judge, for 
they had given their consent to a bill for 
ntinuiag them. 
Buckland repeated his former ob- 
jections to proceeding. From the first time 
‘the subject was introduced in the house, 
-he strove;-to the utmost of his poor abilities, 
to point out to their dercstips the injustice 
‘and inconsistency in which t 
to involve themselves. He thought, from 


discussion of that night, that he. was’ 


-Jikely to see an end of the measure. 

. The Earl of Hardwicke considered the 
motion as‘calculated to get rid of the pro- 
-ceeding altogether, and therefore by no 
gmeans likely to satisfy the feelings of the 
-people of Ireland. There, he was fearful, 


-their lordships’ determination would be con-. 


-sidered.as a denial of justice. = 
>. Earl Speuger, said,, nothing had been ur- 
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ged to induce him to alter the opinion 
which he had so often taken the liberty of 
offering to their lordships on this subject, 
He contended, that the effect of the motion 
-would not be to get rid of the proceedings 
altogether. It was competent for the other 
house to take it up, and send it up before 
their lordships, ina regular and constity. 
tional manner. 

The Earl of Westmoreland thought it 
would be a great hardship on the learned 
judge, if he were deprived of an opportu. 
nity of vindicating his conduct, and coming 
to parliament for remuneration of his ex. 
pences, in case his innocence of the charges 
should be made manifest.—The house then 
divided on lord Grenville’s motion, for 
iaing the charges into consideration on 
that day two months, Contents 25; Nom 
contents 16; Majority 9. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Thursday, June 19. 
Erection Birt.) Sir John New 
port moved the order of the day for a com- 
mittee of the whole house on the-Irish E- 
lection bill, On the question. that the 
Speaker do leave the chair being put 

Mr. Alexander begged to be informed 
by the right hon. baronet, whether he pro- 
posed to go into the committee pro forma, 
for the purpose of filling up the blanks, 
with a view to have the bill afterwards 
printed, and to allow sufficient time to gen- 
tlemen to consider its provisions before 
they should be called upon to decide upon 
its merits, or with a view to proceed bona 
fide with the bill. 

Sir John Newport, though he had_ prope 
sed to proceed with the bill, had no objec- 
tion to go into the committee pro forma, 
and to allow any reasonable time for the 
consideration of the measure, but would 
not consent to any delay that would carry it 
beyond the present session, 

Colonel Vereker then rose, and spoke with 
great warmth of the rapidity with which the 
tight hon. baronet had pressed. the bill 
through the previous stages, while he had 
declined doing any thing in~the present 
session for remedying those evils which ex- 
-isted in the paper circulation of Ireland. 
He had no idea of the contents of this bill 
till very lately, and its object appeared to 
be to strike a death-blow at every corpora- 
tion in Ireland: It arose from the right 
hon. baronet’s. own experience in a late 
election. He would not impute sinister or 


improper. motives to the right hon, bart.; 
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but if the corporation he represented was 
adverse to his interest, that was no reason 
why the other corporations of the kingdom 
should be deprived of their right. He con 

tended, that time should be given them to 
present petitions and protests against it, and, 
as that could not be done in the present 
session, he should move that it be postponed 
to the next session. 

Sir J. Newport explained the object of 
the bill. At present petitioners claiming 
the rights of freemen’ in corporations, pre- 
sented their claims to the mayor, who was 
an annual officer; and it too often happen- 
ed, from this and other causes, that their 
claims were neglected and mislaid for 
years, and that the freeman was deprived 
of his just rights, or forced to reclaim them 
at a great expence. The present bill pro- 
vided that every claim should be delivered 
to the town clerk, who was to present it to 
the mayor within forty-eight hours; and 
that some decision should be passed upon it 
within one month after its presentment. 
It obliged the corporation to proceed to 
some decision, before they.entered on any 
other election business. Should the claim 
be rejected by them, and afterwards 
brought into a court of justice, and decided 
in favour of the claimant, it provided that 
he should recover all those expences which 
he had been put to in pursuing his just 
rights. This was the more necessary as indi- 
videals at present found it ruinous to cope 
with the weight of a corporation purse. 
He knew that in one instance 5000l. had 
been raised on the revenues of a corpora- 
tion, for supporting the law expences occa- 
sioned by these appeals. The present bill 
called upon the corporations to do nothing 
but justice, and whatever allusions the 
honourable member might make to his mo- 
tives, he trusted the house would do him 
the justice to believé, that in the exercise 
of his official duty, he was not actuated by 
any private or sinister views. —__ 

Mr. S. Bourne thought the question to be 
considered was, whether a bill which so 
much affected the rights of the electors, 
should be allowed to pass the house in the 
course of a few days, and before the people 
of Ireland had time to judge of it? He sug- 
gested to the right hon. bart. the propriety 
of filling up the blanks now, rather than 
ordering the bill to be printed; and after- 
wards to let it stand over to the next session 
of parliament. 

_. Mr. Alexander asserted, that in the cor- 
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instance of injustice; he only knew of a 
discretion which he thought properly vested 
in the corporations,to judge of the fitness — 
of persons, according to the fair‘ness of their 
characters. 

Mr. Foster said, he hoped that on a ques- 
tion which affected so many of the franchise 
rights of Ireland, the right hon, bart. would 
not, in the absence of so many Irish meme 
bers, press a bill now on the 19th, Which 
was only brought in on the 14th of ‘this 
menth. It was a serious thing to impose a 
penalty of 1000]. on a returning officer, 
for omission or neglect; and 5001. penalty 
on him, if he was a revenue officer, and 
gave a casting vote. If the measure was 
now. persisted in, he should oppose the 
Speaker’s leaving the chair. : 

Mr. O’Hara said, that if*the gentlemen 
opposite wished the bill to be well under- 
stood by the corporations in Ireland, the 
best mode of doing it would be, to have the 
blanks first filled up in the committee, in 
which all the objections they proposed 
might be obviated. 

Lord Temple thought, that as the objec- 
tions went merely to the clauses, it would 
be right to go intothe committee, and after 
they. were filled up, he understood that his 
right bon. friend would consent to defer the 
report for ten days, during which there 
would be time to collect the sense of the 
corporations in Ireland. 

Sir John Newport said, he should consent 
to allow foureen days for consideration, after 
the blanks were filled up ;_but if he deferred 
it for twelve months, the consequence 
might be, that a number of electors stood a 
chance of being deprived of their franchi- 
ses. 

Colonel Bagwell did not thiuk a. fort- 
night, by any means, sufficient to collect 
the sense of the corporations in the distant 
parts of Ireland. 

Dr Laurence said, that if any modification 
of the provisions was desirable, that would 
be done best in a committee. 

Mr. S. Bourne thought that as there were 
so many objections to the bill, he should: 
vote against the Speaker’s leaving the chair, 
unles it was agreed that the blanks should 
be filled up in the committee, and the fur- 
ther consideration of the measure defers 
red till the next session. That house, he 
thought, should be careful, and particularly 
in the absence of so many Irish members, 
how it interfered in the elective franchises 
of Ireland, and of Jreland. only. Were 


poration in Ireland with which he had the | it even early in the session, he thought J+ 
most connexien, he never heard of any - wouldbe insufficient for the considera- 
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tion of a measure, which involved the elec- 


tive franchise of tlie whole of Ireland.—The- 


house then divided on the question for the 
Speaker's leaving the chair, when there ap- 
peared for it 27; Against it 26; Majority 
1,—The house then resolved itself into a 
committee on the bill, Mr. Hobhoute in 
the chair. 
_ Mr. Alexander stated his objections toa 
measure which affected the rights of ail the 
corporations of Ireland, comprising not less 
than 300,000 electors. - He was called to 
order by 
Dr. Laurence, who thought it irregular 


that he should take that opportunity of en-. 


tering on the general merits of the bill. 
Mr. Alexander: was again proceeding, 
when he was interrupted by 

Lord Temple, who observed, that it was 
then on the stroke of five o’clock, and that 
an understanding had last night prevailed, 
that nd other subject should be discus- 
sed, till the examination of witnesses on 
the Charges against the Marquis Wel- 

lesley was concluded, and therefore moved 
the chairman should report progress, 
and have leave to sit again.’ 

The Speaker said, there was an under- 
standing that all other business should give 
way to the examination of witnesses. 

Colonel Vereker considered this interpo- 
sition as the exercise. of minisierial infiu- 
ence. 

M. Foster remarked, that it was irregular 
in the noble earl, to take advantage of-his 
speaking to order, for the purpose of mak- 
ing a motion; the noble earl rose ¢ither in 
ordér or disorder. The house was pressed 
by the right hon. bart. into this committee, 
and the clock had not since moved so ra- 
pidiy, but he nage have foreseen 5 o’clock 
would arrive before the discussion could be 
over. 

Mr. S. Bourne expressed his surprise, that 
the advocates of this bill should propose and 
press a measure at the same moment, or 
within a few moments of the time, when 
they were obliged to propose that progress 
should be reporied, and the chairman have 
leave to sit again. 

Lord Temple said, that he would not ap- 
peal to the hon. gent. but to the committee 
at large, whether the understanding was not 
last night, that,the examination of witnesses 
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in lord “‘Wellesley’s case, should precede’, 


every other discussion ? His motion, there- opinion from any witness. 


it; 27; Majority 12.—The chairman they 
obtained leave to sit again on Monday, 

f[Arrairs or Inp1a.—Ovupt Cuarce.} 
Mr. Paull moved the order of the day,’ 
for the house resolving itself into a commits 
tee, to take into consideration the Oude 
charge. 

Sir 4. Wellesley asked what time the hon, 
gent. thought the further examination 
evidence would occupy ? 

Mr. Paull replied, that he expected to 
close his examination of sir Alured Clarke, 
major Ouseley, and Mr. Johnstone that 
night: but he preposed postponing the furs 
ther evidence till Monday, on: account -of 
the absence.of some important documents 
which were not yet before the house.—The’ 
house then resolved itself into a commiltee 
lord A. Hamilton in the chair. 

Mr. Paull expressed 2 wish, that Mr, 
Johnstone, as being a member of the house, 
should be first examined. | 

Mr. Johnstone feit himself placed in rather 
an aukward situation by being called on as 
a witness. He had wished to deliver his 
opinion on the charge as a mernber of the 
house, and probably his being called on to! 


give evidence might preclude him from 
delivering his sentiments. 


Mr. Faull conceived it absolutely necessa- 
ry to establish his charge, that the hon, 
gent. should be examined. 

Mr. Johnstone was then examined in his: 
place, for tour hours, the tendency of the’ 
examination was to shew the state of the 
revenue and military force of Oude, the 
moral habits of the nabob Asoph Ul Dow 
lah, and the general instructions given to the 
British residents at the court of Lucknow, 

Sir Alured Clarke was then cailed to the’ 
bar, and examined for a considerable time. 
On a question being put to him by Mr. 
Pull, whether he would consider the pay- 
ment of 500,0001. by the Nabob to the 
East India Company, above the 70 crore of 
rupees stipulated in the treaty of 1798, an- 
infraction of that treaty, Sir Alured was 
ordered to withdraw, and a long discussion’ 
ensued.—The question was strenuously 
posed by Mr. Wailace, Mr. S. Bourne, Mr. 
Huskisson, sir A. Wellesley, and other’ 
members, upon the ground that as the trea-’ 
ty itself was on the table; the committee 
could form its own decision upon the sub-’ 
ject, and ought not to receive evidence of 
Mr. Paull con- 


fore, was not liable to the invidious remarks | tended that he was grounded in this ques’ 


made on the other side: —The" house” then | tion upon the undisputed admission 
' divided on thechairman’s reporting progress, | house the preceding 
when the numbers were, for it, 39: against 


the 
night. This produced’ 
a debate spembtantie length, when the 
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committee divided; for the question 16; 
ainst it 46.+-Majority 30. 
Mr. Paull stated that the next question 

he had to put, was also a question as to 

opinion, namely, whether if the Bengal ar- 
my had been marched to the frontier of 

Oude, with a view to repel the enemy, then 

marching to attack that territory, the witness 

thought it would be fair or just, and not 
contrary to treaty, that the whole expence 
should be charged to the nabob vizier? but 
as the committee had decided that night 
contrary to its own practice the preceding 
night, he wished to adjourn the further pro- 


ceeding, in order to re-consider and new-}_ 


shape the questions he had still to ask, and 
to give an opportunity for the attendance 

of other members. : 

Earl Temple opposed the adjournment, 
and thought the speech of the hon. gent. 
most unparliamentary, when he proposed 
to take the sense of the committee to-morrow 
on a question whieh had been already de- 
cided. The noble lord then made some 
remaiks on the propriety of taking the 
opinion of witnesses in the manner propos- 
ed, which mode of proceeding he depre- 
cated. - 

Mr. Hutchinson was decidedly of opinion 
that the hon. member had sufficient ground 
for moving the adjournment. The question 

‘of opinion had been fully debated on the 
examination of lord Teignmouth, the result 
of which was, that questions of opinion 
may be put to the witness at the bar. This 
having been the decision of last night, he 
was really surprised to hear ihe point reviv- 
ed in 24 hours afterwards, with a view of 
departing from what appeared to have been 
established as the practice for future pro- 
ceedings in this case. ° 

Mr. For concurred with the hon gent. 
that the departure from ihe practice of par- 
liament sanctioned last night, was a suffici- 
ent grouad for authorising the hon. member 
to move an adjournment. It was gravely 
and solemnly debated last night, whether 
questions of opinion should or should 
not be put to witnesses examined at the 
bar respecting this impeachment ? Although 
several members had spoken in the negative, 


- yet, on the whole, the house had certainly 


oe in the affirmative, without di- 
viding, or coming to any specific resolution. 


On tiis ground, and from a regard to the 


consistency of the house, he certainly 
thought the motion for adjournment well 
founded. After some conversation, both 
sides of the house came to an understanding, 


that the question of opinion be put, In ccn- 


sequence of whith, sir -Aluréd Clarké was 
called in, and finally examined... 

Sir Arthur Wellesley said, that in orderte 
the defence of his noble relation against one 
of the principal charges of profusienand ex- 
travagance, it would be materially importe 
ant to have the testimony of a gentleman 
named Salmon, whe had been the military 
auditor at Bengal, and who had formed the _ 
estimates upon which the sums in allusion. 
were expended. He therefore called upon 
the hon. gent. who brought forward those 
charges, to move that Mr. Salmon be sum- | 
moned to attend the committee. . 
Mr, Paull thought it very extraordinary, 
that the hon gentleman should dictate to 
him what witnesses he should bring forward 
in support of his charges, which he had ne 
doubt of being able to substantiate, 

Sir 4. Wellesley said, he hoped when the 
committee should decide upon this part of 
the case, it would be recollected that the 
hon. gent. had been called upon, and ree 
fused to summon a most competent. wit- 
ness. 
Colonel Wood said, if the hon. member 
refused to comply with a claim so fair, the 
house had the power, and he hoped would, 
for its own satisfaction, summon Mr. Sal- 
mon.—The chairman at length. left the 
chair, and obtained leave to sit again to-mor- 
row. Ordered, upon the motion of cole- 
nel Wood, that Mr. Salmon be summoned 
to attend ihe committee. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, June 20. 


[ToRTOLA FREE Eart 
Spencer moved the second reading of the 
Tortola Free Port bill. 

The Duke of Moutrose expressed his re- 
gret at the thin attendance of their lord- 
ships on a question which he conceived ta 
be one of the greatest importance. He was 
at a loss to conceive the reasons upon which 
the measure was founded. The present 
board ef trade hgd acted in this instance 
diametrically opposite to the decision of the 
board of trade of last year. He had hoped — 
that upon this question the noble lord at 
the head of the treasury would have at- 
teuded, but understanding that noble lord 
was prevented from attending by a slight 
indisposition, , he must request his noble 
friend (earl Spencer) to act as umpire upon 
this question between the two boards of 
irade. The principle upon which, the board 
of trade of last yeay had acted was clearly 
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from foreign islands into one of our own 
islands, of sugar and coffee, and those arti- 


cles which ‘our own islands produced, it was | 
‘impossible afterwards to prevent the impor- 


tation ‘from thence into this country, of such 
foreign produce, upon the same terms as 
the produce of our islands, thereby mate- 
fially injuring the interests of our own West 
India islands. This principle applied to 
the island of Tortola, from whence, if fo- 
feign sugat was to be allowed to be im- 

ed thither, all the ingenuity of man 
could not afterwards prevent the ingenuity 
of man from finding means to import that 
Sugar into this country, under the pretence 
of its being sugar of the growth of our own 
lands. ‘The establishment of a free port, 
according to the provisions of this bill, in 
the island of Tortola, was therefore, in his 
Opinion, a measure highly impolitic, and a 
measure which he thought the noble lord 
at the head of the board of trade could 
only have been induced to bring forward 
by the representations of the very ingenious 
agent of that island. He thought, there- 


fore, that the consideration of the bill had | 


better be postponed for the present ses- 
sion. 

Lord Auckland defended the bill, which 
he considered a measure of sound policy. 
The object of it was to render Tortola a 
carrying island, and to take from St. 
Thomas’s some part of the carrying trade 
in the possession of that island, in which 
a number of British shipping were em- 
ployed. This was a measure which he 
conceived would therefore be beneficial to 
our commerce and our navigation, whilst, 
with respect to our West India trade, it 
would not be injured, nor did any of those 

rsons concerned in that trade, or con- 
nected with West India interests, whom he 
was in the daily habit of seeing, make the 
least complaint, that any such injury was 
likely to result from it. As to the dangers 
which the noble duke apprehended, there 
was an express provision in this bill for the 
purpose of preventing the importation into 
this country of foreign sugar, as there was 
a clause by which no more sugar was to be 
imported into this country from Tortola 
than the amount of the average annual 
produce of that island. This, therefore, 
negatived all those evil consequences ap- 


_ prehended by the noble duke; as it was 


not to be supposed that officers employed 
in the customs of ‘Tortola would grant false 
documeiits, when, at the end of the year, 
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necessarily be discovered, and those guilty 
of it lose Their oflices. 

Lord Hawkesbury supported the argu- 
‘ments urged by the noble duke, and sup. 
posed that this measure must have come 
before the board of trade in the absence of 
the noble lord (Auckland) opposite, whose 
accurate knowledge upon the subject for- 
bade the supposition that he had been pre- 
sent when the measure was discussed. 

Earl Spencer observed that, in his new 
office of umpire, conferred upon him b 
the noble duke, he had little difficulty in 
deciding, as he found that the present 


followed the example of the former board 
of trade, by whom an act similar to the 
present was brought forward, last session, 
for establishing a free port at Nassau, in 
the Bahamas. His lordship likewise sup- 
ported the bill, on grounds similar to those 
urged by Lord Auckland.—The bill was 
then read a second time. aie. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Friday, June 20. 


[Mrnutes.] The Assessed Tax bill, 
the Irish Mine bill, the Duke of Grafton’s 
Agreement bill, the Prussian Yarn bill, and 
the Gibraltar and Malta Postage bill, were 
read a third.time, passed, and ordered to 
the lords.—-Lord Temple moved the order 
of the day for the further consideration of 
the American Intercourse bill. The house 


on a former night by Mr. Prinsep were 
adopted, and the bill ordered to be report- 
ed to-imorrow.—Lord H. Petty moved, that 
there be laid before the house a copy of 
the Report of the Comptroller of Army Ac- 
counts, with respect to the mode in which 
the accounts of Mr. Trotter were made up, 
together with a copy of the Minute of the 
Board of Treasury thereon; also of twa 
Mioutes of the Board of Treasury on the 
Accounts of Mr. Pierce, Army Clothier for 
troops on the Continent.—Ordered. 
[AFFAIRS OF INDIA—MOTION: FOR 
PRINTING THE First CuHarceE.] Mr. 
Paull moved that the first article of charge 
against marquis Wellesley be printed. The 
printing of this article had formerly been 
| discharged, in consequence of the evidence 
not being before the house. 


accordingly resolved itself into a committee: 
on the bill, when the amendments proposed 


It was now, 


in a-great measure, produced, and he ape 
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| on making up the accounts, the fraud must. 


board of trade had, in this measure, ine 
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prehended the objection on this head could 
“not be supposed longer to exist. 
Sir A. Wellesley opposed the motion, 
and observed, that it was pretty extraordi- 


. “pary the hon. gent. should now move for 


printing this charge, which 3 months ago! 


- the house had by its’ vote ordered to be 
printed, and afterwards. rescinded that vote. 


“The printing at that time, when there was’ 
“a prospect that the charge might have been 
taken into consideration ia the course of 
‘this session, would have been perfectly fair 
‘and reasonable, compared with such a mea- 
gure at this late period of the session, when, 
there was no probability. this subject could 
pe taken into consideration, and when the 
charge, if printed, would not be for the 
consideration of the members, but for the, 
‘purpose of going forth to the whole coun- 
try, as one of the most heavy and criminal 
charges against, his noble relation that ever 
had been brought against any man in a 
public situation; when afterwards it would. 
depend entirely upon the discretion of the 
hon. gent. whether he should move the 
house to take it into consideration next ses- 
sion or not. He objected to the motion 
also in point of order, as the hon, gent. 
had not given any previous notice of such 
-a motion. 
Mr. Paull did not conceive himself un- 
der any necessity of giving such previous 
notice by the rules and orders of the house, 
and persisted in his motion. He disclaimed 
“any such motive as that imputed to him by 
‘the hon. relative of the noble lord, and 
‘said, that he moved for the printing now, 
‘because it would be impossible to under- 
stand the subject with a view to its consi- 
eration, unless members were enabled to 
‘eompare the evidence since laid on the 
‘table with the several particulars of the 
‘charge, in order to see how the charge was 
supported, 


“The Speaker stated that the practice of 


‘the house required a notice in every case 
‘where opposition to the motion was likely 
to be made. 

- Lord Folkestone did not look upon the 
“practice of giving notices as an established 
‘practice. It certainly was not uniformly 
we He wished the point to be set- 


’ The Speaker said he had no difficulty in 
stating, that every annual and ordinary mo- 
tion of tourse, also every new motion, 
‘where the person at the head of the depart- 
anent to which it applied was present, and 
did uot object, might be made witheut no- 
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tice. In all others he coticeived, thougl 
he was ready to be instracted otherwise by 


‘the house, notice of a motion’ was neces- 


Sir J: Wrottesley said; that when 


‘practice’ began first to prevail, he foresaw 


the difficulties that ‘Would result from if, 
According to the old rules of parliament, 
any member was. competent. to’ make what 
motion he pleased, and it could not be 


‘withdrawn, if, seconded, without the leay 


of the house. Notices, therefore, were me 
matter of agreement; but in this. instance, 
as the motion was objected to, he hoped it. 
would be withdrawn, 
Mr. Rose said, though there. was ne 
standing order to the effect, he wished the 


practice. to continue as laid down by the 
Speaker... 


_Mr. Windham stated tlie ancient,usage 
of parliament to be, that motious.might.be 
offered without any notice. ‘This usage was 
even now often applied. with advantage. 
The recent practice, founded upon general 
convenience, was, certainly, that notice 
should be given. _He was. unwilling that 
any general unqualified rule should be esia- 


blished ; but that every case, should. be left 


to the sense of the house on its own indi- 
vidual merits, } $d). gaidygisw bas 
Lord Folkestone observed, that the rule 
was far from being uniformly observed; 
for, in a late instance, the house allowed 
the foreign secretary of state (Mr. Fox) to 
pass, at the hour of 12 o'clock at-night, so 
important a thing as a Vote of Approba- 
tion for the conduct of earl St. Vincent, 
while at the head of the board of admi- 
ralty, without any previous notice, © 
Mr. S. Bourne said, that the vote passed 
in favour of earl St. Vincent, at midnight, 
and without any previous notice, was a Siti 
gular'and unprecedented proceeding ; ‘and 
was entering more ‘at large itito that sub. 
ject, when hé was interrupted by 
The Speaker, who observed, that it was 
neither orderly nor convenient to take this 
opportunity of entering into the discussidh 
of a former motion. 
Mr. Paull said, that as there were man 
instances of motions without notice, 
thought his would pass as a matter of 
course ; but having been opposed, he would 
beg leave to withdraw it, and give notice 
that he should renew the motion on Tues » 
day next; which was agreed to.—He next 
observed, that one of the witnesses neceS-_ 
sary to this impeachment (sir J, Craig) was 
ill, and unable to attend at the bar of the 
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house, He; therefore, conformably to pre- 
gedents, moved that a committee be ap- 
ees to examine him, to draw up ques- 
ions, and report his answers to the house, 
which was agreed to, and Mr, Pautl, sir A. 
Wellesley, aud Mr. Hobhouse were ap- 
pointed to be the commiliee, 
Arrargs ov Inpia—Oupe Cuanrce.] 
“Mr. Paull moved the order of the day for 
‘the house resolving itself into a committee 


_ for the farther considération of the Oude 


Charge marquis Wellesley, 

~ Lord Folkestone, before the house should 
resolve itself into a committee, wished to 
‘call the consideration of the house to a sub- 
ict which strongly affected his own mind. 
‘He thought, that from the great €xtent of 
the evidence on both sides, upon those se- 
eral ‘charges, it would be utterly impossi- 
ble for members to have sufficiently consi- 
‘dered the ‘nature of that evidence, to enable 
‘them to‘come to a deliberate decision upon 


‘those charees in the present session. He 


“was of opinion, therefore, that’ the best way 
‘to procetéd would be-to have the evidence 
fally'gone through in the present session, 
and that all the documents adduced on both 
‘sides should be printed! for the use of the 
amembers, who, ini the course of the recess, 
would have an opportunity of considering 
and weighing the testimony maturely, and 
aight come ihe” better prepared, on the 
«meeting of the ensuing session, to give a 
‘clear, deliberate, and decided vote on the 
subject. . The hon. gent. who brought for- 
ward the charge would be pecatly injured 
-by.a premature decision of the case. The 
noble lord weuld only have the disagreeable 
feeling.of a charge -having been made 
against him which had net been decided, a 
situation to which all persons in high situa- 
tions must: be aware that they were exposed. 
But,he,could|not see what injury he could 
thereby sustain. Every. person who read 
the. one part of the, evidence would have 
the curiosity to read the other also; and so 
mo more injury would really be sustained 
. than where the public, even after a decision, 
were entitled to read the evidence on both 
sides, and to form their own conclusions. 
_ Mr. Paull said, that it would be highly 
cenduciye to his own ease, quiet and con- 
venience, that the present charge should be 
determined during the present session. He, 
however, declared that he conceived bim- 
self as having come under no pledge to con- 
_ clude the charge during the present session, 
if the evidence should not have been com- 
pistcly and fully gone’ through. He was 


egnscions that he had proceeded with a-de- 


gree of rapidity une d in: the annals 
of parliament, of course it could not be inj 
uted to him as blame ifthe noble marquis 
und himself placed in an nnpleasant situa. 
tion, He confessed that one of the charges 
was of a very serious nature, being no less 
than that of murder. He held in his hand 
however, a copy of one of the charges 
against Mr. Hastings, containing an‘ up. 
qualified allegation of a foul and atrocious 
murder against several gentlemen, and 
among others against Mr. Hastings. - Yet 
that charge was allowed to lie on the table 
two years before it was gone into, There 
all the talents, probably great part of the ip. 
tegrity of the country, were’friendly to and 
carried on the prosecution. Here, though 
he acknowledged, and should recollect with 
gralitude to tHe latest moment of his life, 
the assistance and countenance he had fe. 
ceived from tite noble lord (Folkestone) and 
‘other members of that house, fhe load of 
preparing the charges, and of! maturing the 
-evidenee in support of them, had, in a great 
measure, if not altogether, devolved on hit, 
If he had to receive blame on’ any account, 
-it was for having given advantages against 
himself. It was not to him but to the noble 
-lord near him (lord Temple) thatithe 
was imputable, of not having brought the 
present charge forward upon the 10th it. 
-stead of the 18th inst. and when the noble 
‘lerd had mentioned bis own intention-to 
bring it forward on the Lsth, with a view, 
‘as be understoad him, to a finaldecision on 
that day, feeling, as he did, that such ade 
cision would be impossible on a fair consl-\ 
deration of the whole body of .evidence hej 
-had to produce, he had) declared thatch’ 
would take no part in the proceeding of the 
noble lord, and that he never: would, | until 
the whole of the documents for which, he 
moved upon each particular charge wer 
laid upon the table, move one inch tothe 
right or left, slower or quicker than suited 
the perfect convenience of his purpose. 
But as the consideration of a charge sov 
important, in houses so very thinly atten ed, 
was ulterly inconsistent with any possibly 
of due deliberation, he should probably feel 
it to be his duty, late as it was inthe session, 
to move for a call of the house, in order {> 
enforce an attendance, as consistent with 
the decorum of parliamentary proceeding, 
with the essence of parliamentary 
The three charges he had brought forward — 
were undoubtedly charges of very great im- 
portance ; but,there was a fourth charge, not 
yet brought forward, still*more importan 


and whicn he could not well bring fortwar 
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before next sessions, namely that of the ex- 
-Pulsion of the Rayah of Sassni, from his ter- 
-Hitories.. He concluded by. repeating his 
most earnest and eager wish for as:speedy a 
decision upon the whole of the charges as 
_was consistent with the) due ends of justice. 
Lord “Temple. disclaimed having ever ex- 
essed a wish or an intention to press the 
ouse to a final.decision on the subject on 
given day. 
Here the conversation ended, and the 
house resolved itself into a committee, and 
proceeded to the examination of evidence. 
—Mr. Hobhouse then took the chair, and 
Mr. Cowper was called. in, and examined 
at the bar on the Oude Charge. 


‘supreme council at Bengal, during the years 
1798, 1799, and 1800, and the fact sought 
‘to be made out from his examination was, 
chow far it consisted with his knowledge that 
the marquis Wellesley had endeavoured to 
obtain'thelentire possession of Oude, and 
failing in that attempt ‘had contented him- 
self with the half of that territory, ‘in lieu 
of the sum of money payable by the nabob 
to the company. Similar objections to 
questions put for the purpose of learning 
the wituess’s construction of the treaty be- 
tween the nabob and the company, as those 
made the preceding day, were again urged, 
and the questions. withdrawn. Lord A. 
Hamilton, Mr. Paull, and Col. Wood, how- 
ever, maintained.that the witness being a 
member of, the council, and one,of the par- 
ties to the treaty, he must of all. others be 
best qualified to give an opinion as to the 
fair construction to be put on it... Mr. Hurst 
asked the witness whether the line of con- 
duct pursued by the marquis of Wellesley 
was noi, on the whole, calculated to pro- 
mote the British interes's in India, and to 
protect the dominions of the Nabob of 
Oude? Witness answered ¢ In the highest 
degree."—Sir T. Metcalfe asked whether 
any other governor the witness had heard 
of, had more frequently or more confiden- 


It appear-, 
éd that Mr. Cowper was a member of the | 


tially consulted the opinion of the govern- | 


ment council than the marquis of Welles- 
ley? The witness answered in the nega- 
tive, Some further interrogatories were 
pe by Mr. W. Keene, ‘Mr. Paull, .and sir 
W. Young, when the, witness withdrew. 
Mr. Hurst observed that it was a fanda- 
mental principle of the law of England; that 
the accused‘ should ‘be presumed innocent 
until actually found guilty. Therefore he 
should feel himself‘ warranted ‘in ‘stating 
that the noble marquis wiv was the object 
of this accusation was irmogent, and indeed 
Vot. VIL 


4 
[786 
so far as the evidence had yet gone nothing 
but his innocence had appeared. But 
as it was the object of the accuser to 
establish the guilt of the’ accused, he 
would-suggest to him the necessity -of 
bringing forward-some evidence congenial 
to his views.. This suggestion he thought 
it his «duty to offer: merely for the sake 
of regularity, without- having the honour 
to know either the honourable member 
who brought forward the accusation, or the 
noble defendant. 

Mr. Paull maintained that that part of 


| the charge which he had submitted to the 


house relative to the noble lord’s having 
declined to resort to the advice of bis coun- 
cil upon matters of great public importance 
as his duty prescribed, was fully proved by 
the evidence even of the last witness. 

Mr. Riley was called in and examined. 
His statements for the most part wentifto 
show that, in the district where he was 
magistrate, which appeared to be in. the 
ceded provinces, the Zemindars and princi- 
ple inhabitants, who influenged “the mass 
of the population, were inimical to the Bri- 
tish government,‘in consequence-of the in- 
troduction of certain regulations; and that 
they were ripe for revolt.. Thepresenceof 
troops was necessary for the collection: of 
the revenue.—Mr. Beresford, after the wit- 
ness had been ordered to withdraw; \said,. 
that had he not .been. disinclined to. inter- 
rupt the business, he would have objected 
to such questions being put,. as they, would 
give information to the enemy, 

Major Ouesley was then examined: she 
had long resided at.Lucknow, and was) in 
the habits of intimate acquaintance swith 
the present nabob, in whose employment, 
he is at present. As to/his general character 
he stated, that he wasa man of dignified 
manners, and. very princely deportment ; 
that he was well versed in all the literature | 
of the East, and was possessed of an excel- 
lent taste in architecture’ and other arts. 
and that in private life he was social, and’ 
fond of horses,.of huating, and of all field 
amusements. Notwithstanding the intimate” 
acquaintance that the witness had with him, 
he never saw any great depression of spi- 
rits in him on account of the changes intro- 
duced by. marquis: Wellesley. His cavalcade 
was not.quite so great as that of his prede~ 
céssor, but it was better appointed, He had 
iow in his stables about 3000 of the finest 
horses, including about 130 Arabian saddle- 
horses. He had about 1300 elephants, and 
invall. the other expences of his state he-was . 
more sumptuous than before; he went to. 
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more expence in building palaces, and fur- 
nishing them ; and upon the whole, accord- 
ing to his opinion, had had no reason to 
be dissatisfied with the change. He had, 
it was true, changed his turban for a while, 
and suffered his “beard to grow, which in 
tat country was considered. as a sign of 
afliction; but since that time he ha 
-peared perfectly reconciled. When Holkar 
invaded the Dooab he advanced ten lacks 
of rupees, (about 100,0001.)of his own free 
will, to enable lord Lake’s army to march 
against him; and there was no less than 
400,0001. collected at Lucknow for the 
same purpose. As to the police that sub- 
sisted formerly at Oude, nothing could be 
worse. It was true, there were but few 
executions by law, but then it was equally 
certain, that there was no security either for 
perty or life. The country wasinfected 
with banditti, who plundered or murdered 
_ those who were not well guarded. Asan 
= of this, he mentioned Mr. — 
-who, having gone on a hunting party from 
his house, attacked b 
sothe of those banditti, although he had al 
thé necessary Mahratta passports about him. 
The nabob himself requested marcuis Wel- 
lesley to suggest to him some improvement 
in the police and government of his country ; 
to which the marquis replied, that he would 
first trv, as experiments, on the ceded pro- 
vincés, what he thought would be advisea- 
ble, and that if they answered there, the 
nabol could adopt them with greater confi- 
dence. The tendency of the remainder of 
the testimony of this witness was to excul- 
pate the le marquis from the matters 
charged against him.—Some questions were 
put to him, which he declined answering, 
on accotint of the violation that it appeared 
to him that this Would be of private friend- 
ship and coftifidence. Some of the questi- 
ons were thén withdrawn.—Upon the ex- 
amination a to the charge of the marquis 
having kept all Europeans from advising 
with the nabob during the negotiations, the 
- witness was asked, had not the marquis ac- 
cused Mr. Treves of advising the nabob 
contrary to the interests of. the rs. yr ah 
- ‘The witness objected on the ground that 
the answer might implicate the character of 
Mr. Treves, who was then out of England, 
and in the service of the company. This 


objection was, however, at length, over-rul-. 


- ed; and upon the witness being again asked 
- the question, he submitted another objec- 
tion, namely, that he had no sort of know- 
ledge except from confidential letters from 
‘friends, which he hoped the house would 


not urge him to disclose.—A_ long debate 
took place in the committee respecting this 
objection, and upon the motion of. Mr, 
Johnstone, it was ordered that the gallery 
should be cleared. Strangers were not again 
admitted; but after some further ex. 
amination of major Ouseley, and of Mr, 
Johnstone, the chairman Rad have to report 
progress, and to sit again.—At two o'clock 
|on Saturday morning the house adjourned 
to Monday. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Monday, June 23, 

{(MinxuTEs.] The bills upon the table 
were forwarded in their respective stages: 
among these, the West India Auditors’ bill 
was read a third time, and passed; and the 
Irish Mines, Gibraltar Postage, and Grafton 
Agreement bills, were read a second time; 

{PROTEST AGAINST THE PRocEED 
INGS IN THE Case OF JuDGE Fox, 
—Dissentient ;—First, Because, although 
according to the terms of the Resolution, 
it hath been proposed only to postpone the 
proceeding in this matter for two months, 
it hath been avowed by the noble lord who 
moved it, That the Resolution hath for its 
object, to put an end to all further investi- 
gation into the grounds of the motion made 
in this house, to address his majesty to re- 
move the judge, touching whose alled 
conduct the proceedings have been had in 
this house.—Secondly, Because it having 
been questioned in the course of debate, 
whether this house can legally and consti- 
tutionully entertain a motion for an address 
to remove a judge, ‘on accouht of alled 
misconduct in the execution of his office, 
before some proceedings have been had 
respecting the same elsewhere, we feel it 
incumbent on us to record our opinions, 
That it is the clear right of this house, ac- 
cording to the provisions of the act of set- 
lement of the 12th and 13th of king Wil- 
liam III. to entertain in the first instance, a 
motion for an address to his majesty for the 
removal of a judge, provided the facts al- 
ledged as the grounds of the address shall 
be sufficient to justify the proceeding, and 
shall have been proved to the conviction of 
the house.—Thirdly, Because, though it is.. 
unquestionably of great public importance, 
that the judges should fully the in-- 
dependence intended to be secured to them: 
in their high station, it appears to us not to 
be necessary for the support of that inde- 
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pendence, and on the other hand, that it 
would be of the most mischievous conse- 
quence to concur in a resolution, which, 
upon the grounds stated for adopting it, has 
a tendency to. prove that the conduct of 
the judges in the execution of their office, 
cannot effectually, in the first instance, be 
brought under the consideration of the 
house of lords.—Fourthly, Because, we 
think it not only dangerous to the adminis- 
tration of justice, but injurious to the per- 
son whose conduct has been the subject of 
consideration, to stay the proceedings in a 
period thereof, where evidence hath been 
actually received in his presence and hear- 
ing, and now remains upon the journals of 
the house, which, unanswered, seems to us 
indisputably to prove misconduct of a very 
serious nature towards a jury, duly discharg- 

their duties and functions according to 
law.—Fifthly, Because it hath been further 
alledged, and because proof has been offer- 
ed to be given in support of such allegations, 
That the said judge in the exercise of his 
office, did conduct himself upon the circuit 
towardsa juryat Lifford ina most oppressive 
manner; that on several occasions in the 
course of the same circuit, he did impose 
arbitrary, excessive, and illegal fines; 
that he did most unwarrantably calumniate 
the characters of magistrates, and other 
persons, and in a charge to the grand jury 
at Longford, did endeavour to bring his 
majesty’s government into hatred and con- 
tempt. And it therefore appears to us, to 
be of the most evil example to refuse to 
examine the grounds of the above allega- 
tions, and to stay the proceedings in that 
stage of the business in which this resoiu- 
tion has been adopted. (Signed) 

ABERCORN, 
E.pon, and Others. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Monday, June 23. 


[MinuTss.] Sir J. Newport brought 
up a bill for enabling his majesty to accept 
the services of Volunteers from the Irish 
militia, under certain restrictions, which was 
 yead a first time.—Sir J. Newport brought 

up a bill for regulating the collection of the 
revenue on spirits in Ireland, which was read 
a first time.—Sir. J. Newport observing that 
considerable difficulties existed in the trade 
between Great Britain and Ireland, which ex- 
sted from regulations made prior to the 
wnion, that were now become useless, gave 
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notice, that at the commencement of the 
next session he should move for Jeave to 
bring in a bill to remove, as far as was prac- 
ticable, all obstructions to a free commerci 
intercourse between the two islands. 
{irish ELECTION BILL.) Sir J. New~ 
port moved that the [rish Election bill be 
committed, with a view, he said, to have 
the blanks filled up, and to have the bill 


printed as amended, in order that it might. 


in this state, get into the possession of the 
public. But he was so convinced of the 
fitness and the propriety of this bill, and that 
the more it was considered, the more fa- 
vourably it would be received, that he would 
abandon it for the present session, pledging 
himself to bring in a bill at the commence- 
ment of the next session, upon the same 
principle, and with the same provisions. 
This he did that there might be no objec- 
tion as to the point of time and notice, and 
that no one might say that he took advan- 
tage of the influence of his official situation, 
when he wished the bill to rest entirely on 
its own merits. 

Colonel Vereker observed, that in agree- 
ing to the present committal, and to the sub- 
sequent postponement of the bill until the 
next session, he begged not by any means 
to be understood to consent to the princi- 
ple. The bill was founded on injustice 
and an invasion of the chartered rights of 
all the corporations in Ireland: charters 
granted at the earliest period of our history, 
and enjoyed unmolested and unimpaired, 
until attacked by the hon. baronet. He 
should exert every means in his power to 
procure the ready petitions of every part of 
ireland against this unjustifiable measure, 
which so far from being beneficial to Ire- 
land, was, he well knew, intended merely 
to serve that hon. baronet’s purpose in the 
city of Waterford alone.—The bill then 
went through a committee; the rt was 
received; the bill ordered to be printed, 
and to be taken into further consi i 
on that day two months. 

King’s MESSAGE RESPECTING 
GREENWICH HosPITAL.] Lord Henry 
Petty acquainted the house, that he had a 
message from his majesty to this house, and 
he presented the same to the bouse; and it 


was read by Mr. Speaker as followeth, viz. . 


“ George R. His majesty, having taken 
“ into his serious consideration the expedi- 
“ ency of making more effectual provision 
“ for the support and maintenance of aged, 
“ disabled, and wounded seamen in his ma- 
“ jesty’s service, desires the assistance of 
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« his faithful commons towards altaining $0. 

* important an object; and his m majesty is) 
« pleased to declare; that for this important | 
aid benevolent object he is disposed 
“ grant such part of the proceeds of all pro- , 
“ perty to be hereafter condemned as prize, 
* as to the wisdom of parliament shall seem 
“expedient, to be applied for the benetit 

“ of the royal hospital for seamen at Green- | i 
“wich, aud to the funds of the chest at | 
* Greenwich, in such manner es shall be 
* provided by act of parliament. G. R.” 
Resolved, that this house will, to-morrow, 
resolve itself into a committee of the whole 
house, to take the said message into consi- 
deration. 

[AuDiToRS oF PuBLICc ACCOUNTS 
Lord Henry Petty rose, in pur- 
suance of the notice which he had formerly | 
given, to submit to the house a plan for the | 
more effectually Auditing of the public Ac- | 
counts. The house would do him the jus- | 
tice to believe, that after the views which | 
he had stated on a former occasion on this | 
subject, and the sense which he entertained | 
of the magnitude and pressing nature of | 
the evil, no unnecessary delay had taken 
place in bringing forward this plan, but | 
that every moment had been employed in | 
the investigation of the subject, and provid. | 
_ ing means for obviating every possible ab | 


lions; the amount of accounts under ex: 
amination was 169 millions; the amount of 
army accounts not delivered in was 209 
millions ; of uavy accounts not delivered in 
100,820,000], which added to 3 millions 


unaudited accounts in another depart. 


ment, made a total of about 534 millions 
of money. That enormous amount of un- 
audited accounts, it was the object of the 
present administration, as far as.in them lay, 
to endeavour to audit. He had before mens 
tioned that a» great step had before been 


‘taken for that purpose, to which an addition 


had been made last year, which was infi. 
nitely better calculated to answer the pur, 
pose in view, and which would form acon. 
siderable part of the institution that he was 
now about to submit to the house. He 
would now state the plan more distinctly, 
But first he ought to observe, that the two 
comptrollers of army accounts were to be 
separated from it entirely, a measure, the 
expedieney of which had been already te- 
cognized. After this separation it was in- 
tended to consolidate the two existing 
boards, and to add four commissioners? 
one of ibese would be a chairman, with an 
increase of salary. It was intended that the 
| application of tiese boards to any particular 
business relating to the accounts, as occasi- 
on might require, should be left in the hands 


jection. He was glad, however, that he, of the treasury, which must be best able 
was enabled, notwithstanding the d teal io judge how the business ought to be ap- 
ties that stood in the way, to move for this | | portioned. At present, however, it was pro- 
bill before the conclusion of the present) posed that out of the ten commissioners 4 
session of parliament. Witheut going over should be entrusted with the auditing of the 
the grounds over which be had formerly current accounts, and these would form the 
travelled, or entering upon statements which | first board. ‘Tine second board would cong, 
had then appeared to convince the house of | sist of 3 commissioners, and these would 
the necessity of domg something for the | have tie charge of those accounts which 
purpose of “having this mass of accounts | were now under examination. The third 
audited, he would content himself with lay- ; board wouid also consist of 3 commission- 
ing before the house the basis of the plan | ers, whose business it would be to bring up 
which he had in view, and meutioning the | those accounts which were entirely in ar- 
amount of the accounts which renzainedt un- | rear, and not enteréd on at all. | This was 
audited, with respect to which he had now | what at present appeared to be the most 
‘more full and correct information than he useful arrangement. At the same time it 
had when he had before occasion to address would be expedient to leave the power with 
the house on this point. When this was | the treasury to alter it as they should see 
considered it would be a proof, not, cer- occasion, because the treasury would have 


tainly, of the efficacy of the measure which , the best opportunity of observing how the 
he was about to propose, but undoubtedly | 
of the necessity.of doing something. He 
would afterwards shew that this method . 
was the onlyone which was likely to be at- 
tended with the desired success. ‘The. 
amount of accounts unaudited.was greater. 
than he had before stated. The amount. 
of accounts: delivered in was’ above $2 mil- 


different boards wrought, and what might 
be the most effectual mode of carrying 
speedily forward the great work which must 
be managed in some manner or other. What- 
ever errors therefore might occur, the treasury 
would be enabled to rectify thenranid to make 
up in sotve measure for any defects which , 
might the notice of 
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ing the bill. As the establishment was by this 


_ plan undoubtedly considerably. increased in 


the fitst instance, it was proposed to have 
the advantages of this increase with as little 
expence to the public, and with as little 
additional power to. ministers as possible. 
With this view a provision would be intro- 
duced into the bill, by which in no instance 
in case of a vacancy by death could the loss 
be supplied till the number was reduced 
to five, without coming to parliament, and 
on such occasions the house would have an 
opportunity of dicussing the fecessity for, 
or the expediency of, the several appoint- 
ments, and of vascertaining how the work 
went on. This would afford employment 
to the ten commissioners till they were re- 
duced to the permanent number, which 


was six. But in the event of the business 


getting on faster than was expected, a thing 
not very likely to occur, there was a pro- 
vision by which the commons, by address 
to his majesty, might suppress any of the 
commissions. However, parliament would 
have the whole under its own eye. But the 
great provision respecting the current ac- 
counts was, that there should be a compul- 
sion extending to all accountants, by which 
they must send in their accounts from year 
to year. He had once some doubts whether 
this provision could be now introduced, 
but he had the satisfaction to find, upon 
examination, that it might be done, and 
accordingly this provision was introduced 
into the bill. It was proposed, that within 
the space of three months from the 31st of 
December in each year, every accountant 
should send in an account of his receipts 
and expenditure for the year preceding, 
together wiih the vouchers connected wiih 
thenr; and it was moreover proposed that 
immediately upon these accounts being 
given in, an examination should forthwith 
be entered upon, aud a comparison take 
piace between the accounts and the vouch- 
ers, so that they should at leasi be so far 
examined at the time they were delivered. 
And also in those cases where oflicers must, 
from the necessity of circumstances, exa- 
mine their accounts at different periods, it 
was proposed ihat the accounts should. be 
given in there three months before that 
period, instead of the three months from 
the 3ist»of December, as in other in- 
stances. Another part of the bill, though 
a subordinate one certainly, was to enable 
the accountants to have their accounts at- 
tested wherever they should be, before any 
of the commissioners of the exchequer, 


which, as these were spread over the whole 
tountry, would be a very great, conveni- 
ence. Another part of the bill he cov- 
sidered as of great importance, and: that 
was the provision by which all those public 
othcers who authorised the expenditure of 
the public money, should be charged with 
that expenditure, and made accountable for 
it. He mentioned the instance of a general 
viticer who in the West Indies during the 
last war, had authorised the expenditure of 
200,000]. By mere accident he had not a 
commissary with him. If there had beena 
commissary, as the commissary would ex- 


pend and the officer would have the con- - 


troul over him, neither of them could be 
charged wiih it. As it however, 
the officer was responsible, and when that 
account came to be examined it was dis- 
allewed. It was therefore provided, that 
all who authorised the expenditure of mo- 
ney should be responsible; but at the same 
time an appeal! was allowed them to the ex- 
chequer in case they felt themselves aggriey- 
ed. It was also provided that when ac- 
countants paid in any part of the funds 
which had been issued to them into the 
proper office, they should be considered as 
so far acquitted. There now remained only 
io state the authorily which was to be com-. 
mitted to those comunissioners. The nature 
of this authority was to remain as before, 
but to be extended over all persous who 
had ihe care of stores, &c. all which per 
sons they should be empowered to call be- 
fore them. In addition to this, it was pro- 
posed that the comptrollers of the army 
should have the power of calling all persons 
before them who were concerned in the 
military expenditure of the country, and 
their powers were to be placed exactly on 
ihe same footing as they were when the com- 
mission was first created in the reign of 
queen Anne. These compirollers were to be 
the advisers of the treasury in all matters 
connected with the military expenditure, 
and in case any persons for whom. they 
called should refuse to appear, which he was 
told was somelinies the case, they should 
have the power of imposing a fine on, all 
such persons. There was one thing more 
which it was incumbent on him to state, and 
that was, that where the stores were em- 
bezzled, a valuation was to be made, and 
the persons who had. the care of those 
stores were to be charged with the amount 
according to the valuation. He had now 
stated the principal particulars of the plan 
which it was proposed to carry into.execu- 
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tion, for the auditing of the public ac- 
eounts. If any thing further could be 
suggested for this great object, it would be 
thankfully attended to. As to the impor- 

_ taace of getting rid of this mass of accounts 
was too obyious io require any com- 
ment. But as to the patronage that might 
thus be conferred on the treasury, that was 
@ point which he wished to be thoroughly 
investigated, as an opinion seemed to be 
entertained by some that there was a design 
in this to augment the patronage of the 
treasury. All he could say at present was, 
that both his noble friend (Grenville), and 
he himself, were extremely anxious to avoid 
any thing that could have the tendency of 
giving patronage to the treasury, and if there 
could be any other mode by which.the end 
proposed could be effectually answered, 
that. mode would be gladly adopted. But 
what scheme‘could be proposed, that could 
be equally well calculated to attain the de- 
sired object, and yet keep free of the alledg- 
ed objections, he could not at present possi- 
bly conceive. In addition to that he could 
safely say, that the utmost attention had 
ss paid to the means of limiting that pa- 
tronage as much as it could be done in con- 
sistency with the attainment of the object 
of the measure. He had stated how the com- 
missioners were to be replaced till they 
were reduced to five in number; and as to 
inspectors, for some inspectors there must 
of necessity be, it was intended to select 
them entirely on account of their merits, 
and the selection would be made from the 
meritorious commissaries on half-pay, 
y which means the whole amount of their 
half-pay would be saved to the public. The 
examiners would be taken from the clerks 
now belonging to the boards, and every 
thing would be done to render the measure 
as economical and efficacious as possible. 
With regard to a large class of accounts, he 
had been told that they were subject to no 
tisk, and that they were only mentioned 
witha view to swell the list of the commis- 
gioners. That some of the accounts were 
ef this description he was by no means dis- 
sed to.denv; but still the labours must be 
gone through, and these accounts must be 
examined. But as to the point of risk, it 
sometimes happened that there was some 
risk, where, at first view, there appeared to 
be none. There were instances of this even 
in the bank account. He mentioned one 
instance, in which 700,000l. had been issu- 
ed from the bank to, one individual in the 
West Indies. He had been ona former 
occasion accused of ignorance on this head, 


‘this subject ; he would only ca 


| 


and told that the account of Valentine Jones 
had no more to do with the bank than it hag 
to do with the hackney-coach office, a com. 
parison which the right hon. gent,’s (Mr, 
Rose) experience enabled him to make, 
He would state the particulars of that trans. 
action, and leave the matter to the judgment 
of the house. In the year 1797 several 
bills had been drawn on the treasury, which 
applied to the bank to discharge these bills, 
and bills to the amount of 1,600,0001. were 
discharged, and when the subsequent loan 
was made the bank detained the amount, 
They presented their accounts to the audi 
tors, the latter refused to allow the sum 
which had beendrawn by Mr. Jones, which 
the bank had also withheld. “In 1798 an 
ex post facto clause was introduced into the 
loan bill, sanctioning this conduct of the - 
bank, empowering the auditors to admij 
the account, and making Mr. Valenting 
Jones insuper on the bank account. This 
sum, therefore, had something more to d 
with the bank account than it had to do with 
the hackney-coach office. He would not 
accuse the right hon. gent. of 
it a sort of 
want of recollection. Undoubtedly, howe- 
ver, he allowed, that with regard to the far 
greater part ofthe bank account there was 
no risk, and as to the paymaster, he allowed 
that the paymasters themselves were very 
honourable persons, yet the persons under 
them abroad, and in many places at home, 
might be of a very different description, 
But, however, he could not go on describ- 
ing the different shades which might be 
pointed out on these topics. All that he 
wished to do was, to show, that great risk 
was, upon the whole, sustained from the 
unaudited state of the accounts. Besides 
this, he had no doubt that considerable sums: 
might be recovered ; and, at er rate, the 
example would be beneficial, and produce 
a considerable effect on all those who were 
entrusted with the public money. In this 
view the measure would be of immense 
utility. It had been said that the war office 
particularly required revision. In that he 
most perfectly agreed, and it was certainly 
extremely desirable that a new distribution 
and new regulations could be made in that 
office, But so many points had come under 
consideration, that he was not prepared with 
any measure respecting the war office at 
present. But this, however, would. most 
certainly be speedily attended to; in the 
mean time the want of this would not take; 
away from the value of the measure now) 
as far as it went, He pledged 
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himself, however, in the ensuing session, to 
‘submit to the house a more efficacious plan 
for examining the accounts in the war 
office, for in the war office, after all that 
had been urged by the right hon. gent. he 
was convinced that they must be examined. 
He certainly by se that he could not 
bring this plan forward at the present mo- 
ment, but he would not be deterred from 
doing that which he could do, because he 
was unable to do that which he wished to 
do. Before he sat down he would mention 


a word ortwo on the expence of the pro- 


measure, which had nearly escaped 

im. By the arrangement now proposed, 
the ultimate and permanent ¢xpence to the 
country would be 10001. a year less than it 
was at present. The present annual expence 
was 28,0001. ; the future permanent annual 
expence, after the temporary expence had 
ceased, would be only 27,0001, The addi- 
tional temporary annual expence would 
be 14,0001. making the whole of the pro- 
Roost immediate annual expence 42,0001. 
he noble lord concluded by moving, 
« That leave be given to bring in a bill for 
consolidating the Boards of Commissioners 
for auditing the Public Accounts, and for 
roviding more effectual means for examin- 
ing and auditing the Public Accounts now 

in arrear.” 

~ Mr. Rose called the attention of the house 
to anumber of detailed calculations, and 
contended, that out of the 534 millions only 
5 millions, or at most 8 millions, were to 
be accourited for. The rest were, to all in- 
tents and purposes, accounted for as satis- 
factorily as was possible, though, perhaps, 
the whole had not passed the commission- 
ers of accounis; and of this § millions, the 
only part upon which investigation could 
attach, with any hope of recovering a shil- 
ling for the public, was about 99,0001. So 
that the construction of all that expensive 
system of machinery proposed by the noble 
lord, of increasing commissioners, account- 
ants, and all the other train of subordinate 
officers, was, in fact, doing nothing for the 
public. With respect to the accounts in the 
est Indies, an act passed ia the last year 
for appointing new commissioners to follow 
“up the enquiry in that quarter, from which 
commissioners no report had yet been made. 
n his ‘opinion, therefore, it would have 
been much more adviseable for thé noble 
lord to have waited for the report of those 
commissioners, and taken more time to con- 
‘sidér and mature his plan, instead of preci- 
Pitating the coutitry mto so much useless 


and unnecessary expefice. Having coneli- 
ded his observations upon the propositions 
of the noble lord, whose chief object seemed 
to be the censure of a former adininistra- 
tion, and to create unnecessary patroiage, 
he would now beg leave to advert to some 
allusions made personally to himself, on a 
former night, by a noble lord opposite to 
him (lord Howick), and a right hon. an 
learned gent (the attorney géneral), now ia 
his eye: It had been observed that obser- 
vations from him, tending to condemn the 
creation of sinecure places, came with a pe- 
culiar ill grace; and allusions were made to 
sinecure places aid lucrative appointments 
which he was supposed to possess. On this 
poitt it was necessary to explain to the 
house the fallacy of such allusions. For the 
place he held under the administration of 
his late right hon. friend, as secretary of the 
treasury, he had resigned a certain, perma- 
nent, and lucrative employnient producing 
him 5,400]. a year, arising from feés, to 
take up a precarious oné, Which reduced his 
income to 4,5001. a yéar; this income the 
lords of the treasury were afterwards pleased 
to reduce by a new regulation to 30001, a 
year, and upon the former resignation of 
his right hon. friend, hé resigned this with- 
out any provision whatever. On the retura 
of liis right hon. friend again to office, he 
accépted of another office, which he again 
resigued without any provision; and as to 
the employment which he now held, it wag 
one which had been usually conferred in 
reversion for g series of five centuries, 

was given to him ona similar footing, upon 
a reversion of two lives, one of which 
continued six years after he obtained the 
promise; and the other was, at the time, of 
his otvn age, and a life in évery respect ad 
good, and as likely to last as his own. This 
grant was the only favour he ever asked for 
himself or any of his family, close as were the 
friendship and intimacy which had for above 
17 years subsisted between hiniself and his 
late right hon. friend now no more; and hé 
believed that he, in this instduce, stood thé 
single exception to all men who had ever 
preceded him in office, under similar cir 
cumstances. The-office of sectetary of thé 
treasury was after its first reduction, upon 
further consideration of the lords eommis- 
sioners, raised to 4,(00I: a year; and he was 
conivinced that any man who considered the 
talents requisite to fill the situation, and the 
laborious extent of duties it involved, would 


not consider this salary at all imaiddeiate; 
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but besides this, it placed the man who eid 
it in such a situation, as thai no gentleman 
filling the office, could save one. shilling 
from the income. He had heard that ru- 
‘ours prevailed without doors respecting 
‘the immense emoluments amassed by him, 
but without deigning to take any notice of 
such assertions; when, however, such allu- 
gious were made within those walls, he felt 
# his duty to auswer, and he trusted that 
he had now satisfactorily refuted. them. 
When his right bon. friend had formerly 
retired from office, he believed it was fully 
in the recollection of the right hon. gent. 
now a noble jord (Sidmouth) who sueceed- 
ed him, that be had been earuestly solicited 
to continue in office, but positively decli- 
ned it; nor would be act under any other 
administration than that of his right hon. 
friend, while he lived; and he could now 
appeal io the noble lord at the head of the 
administration, whether he had not repeai- 
edly pressed hiim to appoint asuccessorin the 
department he filled; so far was he from 
feeling auy solicitude to continue in office. 
The part be had taken in this house siice 
the change of adininistration, was oue which 
he thought became him. He had vindicated 
the conduct of his late right hon. friend, 
and the administration in which he presided, 
from the censures so continually cast on 
them by the noble lord aud his colleagues: 
and he could assure the noble lord, that, 
had it not been for those censures, he would 
have continued as silent a member since, as 
he had been before his departure from of- 
fice.—Leave was then given to bring in ilie 
bill. 
[AFFAIRS OF INDIA—OUDE CHARGE. ] 
Mr. Paull moved the order of the day for 
a committee of the whoie. house on the 
Oude charge; when the house resolved in- 
to the committee, Mr. Hawthorne m the 
chair.—The first witness called was col, 
Baynes, who had bec aid-de camp to ge- 
neral sir J. Craig. He was examined touch- 
ing the state of the territories of the nabob 
Vizier, both before and after the treaty of 
cession, and as to the various military ope- 
rations whilst he was in India. With respect 
the disbanding the troops of the nabob, 
he had no opportunity of AN person- 


ally, whether that measure bad been resort- 
€d to with the consent of the nabob, or_ex- 
écuted without his concurrence.—Mr.-H. 


Strachey was next called in. He had filled 
several situations, such as register, collector, 
and judge of appeals, and of a criminal 
court in India, The examiuation of this 


gentleman turned.upon the general poli 

of the measures adopted with respect io 
Oude, and the relative situation of the na. 
bob’s provinces, aud those of the company, 
as to disturbances at the time of the cessiog, 


Gu being asked, by Mr. Paull his. private 


opinion, as well as what he knew to be the 
opinion of the natives, with respect to the 
general policy and justice of the measures 
of marquis Wellesley’s government, both in 
and out of the; company’s provinces, he te. 
plied, that he had not turned his mind to the 
subject. An objection was made to ‘the 
question, so far as it related to the private 
opinion of the witness, by lord H, Petty, 
and supported by Mr. G. Johnstone, and 
othermembers. Mr. Paull abandoned that 
part of the question, and the witness, who 
had been previously ordered’ to withdraw, 
on being again brought in, stated an answer 
to the latier part of the objection, that so 
far as he knew, some of the natives thought 
favourably and others unfavourably of the 
measures.—It was then proposed that capt, 
Salmon should be called in, and a desulto 
conversalion took place. Mr. Paull an 
Dr. Laurence contended, that as some of 
the accounts, with relation to which capt. 
Salmon was to be examined, had not been, 
though ordered, yet presented to the house, 
his examination could not, in the present 
instance, lead to any practical or substantial 
effect; and that, as there was reason to ex- 
pect these accounts would without delay he 
laid before the house, his examination ought 
to be deierred till the liouse sliould be able 
to judge what course the examination ought 
to take relative to these papers. Mr. Hurst, 
on the contrary, moved, that capt. Salmon 
should be called in, afd was afterwards 
supported by Mr. Burton, Mr. Halford, 
Mr. G, Jolinstoue, and Sir A. Wellesley, on 
the ground ihat the evideuce of this gentle- 
man was important, with a view to confirm 
or disproye that part of the charge which 
accused marcguis Wellesley of fabricating 
fraudulent accounts, with a view to oppress 
the nabob. They insisted that, as_ capt. 
Salmon had prepared the estimates to which 
this charge related, and filled the high and 
confidential situation of auditor of military 
accounts in India, his evidence was mater 
ally necessary to enable the commiltee to 
decide, whether the fraudulent intention 
imputed to the marquis Wellesley in this 
part of the charge, had really been enter- 
tained by him, and whether any instructions, 
to that effect had been given by hun to 


capt, Salmon, with respect to the estimates 


{ ; 

| 
| 

| 

| 

{ — 


_ as it was calculated to Support the greatest 


to which the charge referred. After some 
fu:ther conversation, it was agreed that the 
witness should be called*in.—Capt. Salmon 
was then called in and examined. The 
tendency of his evidence was, that the char- 
ges of the troops furnished to the aaboh 
Vizir were made up in a manner favourable 
to his highness, aud that it was the general 
instruction of lord Wellesley to make them 
up on principles rather favourable. He de- 
scribed the military administration of lord 
Wellesley to be highly economic, inasmuch 


possible number of men at the least possible 
expence. It was another question whether 
so large a force ought to be kept up.—Capt. 
Salmon’s examination being closed, the 
chairman reported progress, and obtained 
leave to sit again to-morrow. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuesday, June 24.’ 


[MrnvuTEs.] Lord Grenville presented 
2 message from his majesty, relative to en- 
creasing the pay of seamen, similar to that 
presented yesterday to the commons. His 
lordship said, he thought it wholly unneces- 
sary to enier into any argument upon the 
subject, as all their lordships must be con- 
vinced of the utility and propriety of the 
measure. He should, therefore, merely 
move an address to his majesty, concurring 
in the object of his majesty’s message. The 
address was agreed to, and ordered to be 
presented to his majesty by the lords with 
white staves.—The Earl of Warwick rose to 
make some observations respecting a system 
of taxation which he had proposed to the 
Jute administration. The more he consi- 
dered that system, the more he was convin- 
ced of its etheacy. Under that conviction, 
he had also delivered it in to his majesty’s 
present ministers. But he did not perceive 
that they were disposed to act upon it. 
Should he, however, fail to receive any 
communication from them respecting their 
ideas of the proposed plan, he should deem 
it his duty to submit it to their lordship’s 
consideration. 
[ABOLITION OF THE SLAVE TRADE.}: 
‘The Earl of Westmoreland after referring to 
the petitions which he had presented against 
‘the resolutions intended to be proposed re- 
‘specting the abolition of the Slave Trade, 
‘declared it to be his opinion that the parties 
‘whom these resolutions might affect, should 
be heard by their counsel at the bar pre- 


vious to the resolutions being proposed. 
Vor. VIL Pro 
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Lord Grenville did not conceive this to 

be the moment for entering into the exami- 
nation of evidence. When the petitions 
were first presented, it was competent then 
for the noble earl to move that counsel be 
heard; but as that opportunity had not 
then been taken to make the motion, he could 
not allow that such question be now started, 
and mixed with the question fixed for this 
day’s discussion. He should therefore move 
the order of the day, for taking into corsi- 
deration the resolutions upon this subject - 
communicated by the commons, and leave 
it open for any noble lord to make what 
objections to it he should deem proper. 
The Earl of lestmoreland said, the 
resolutions aifected such weighty and various 
interests, that he thought it but justice the 
parties should be heard by their counsel. 
He should not, however, press any motion 
upon the subject. 

Lord Grenville then moved, that the or- 
der of the day be read; which was accord- 
ingly dove: it was for summoning their 
lordships, for the consideration of the yote 
communicated by the commons, at a con- 
ference, resolving in effect, that the Slave 
Trade, being contrary tothe principles of hu- 
manity, ‘ustice, and sound policy, they would, 
early inthe next session of parliament, pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the abolition 
of the same, in such way, and at what peri- | 
od, as they shall think most expedient, &c. 
The Resolution being read by the clerk, 
the noble lord rose, and observed, that the 
Resolution their lordships had just heard 
read, was the determinate result of nearly 
20 years discussion and inquiry upon the 
subject. He rejoiced that the topic had been 
sifted to the bottom. No pretence, or sha- 
dow of argument, could now be urged, that’ 
had not again and again been pubiicly dis- 
cussed, and every particle of objection re. 
peatedly refuted. The time was come, 
when no need existed of farther inquiry; 
and that period, when the voice of justice, 
and the voice of humanity, equally called 
upon that house to concur in the Resolution, 
voted by the other house of parliament. 
The Resolution imported, that the African 
Slave trade was contrary to the principles 
of humanity, of justice, and of sound policy, 
As to the first point, could any man in 
that house, or in the country, he would ask, 
raise his voice, and, in his mind and con, 
science, say, that the slave trade was not 
contrary to humanity ? What was the ob- 
ject of the slave trade? To tear men from 

the bosom of their families, their country, 
their friends, wives, brothers, children, from 
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all that was:dear ‘to thém‘in society, and in 
thew countyy. ‘Could any man assert: such 
practice-was not contrary to humanity? 
Personal freedom was a blessing granted by 
God, and could not with justice be violated 
by: man, Were:their lordships to consider, 
only for a moment, the manner in which 
the unhappy objects of the traffic were pro- 
cured, and which, among ‘other records, 
appeared, in the evidence, which a right 
reverend prelate; mach to his honour, had 
so great a share. in eliciting, that alone 
would convince their lordships how the 
trafic outraged every principle of humanity. 
A celebrated writer on the subject, who 
qwas an advocate for the trade, admits, that 
the far larger portion of the slaves taken 
from the coasts of Africa, was procured by 
the crimes of those who brought them; 
this acknowledgement, nothing but, the 
' Inhate force of truth and justice could bring 
such a writer to make. All the natives 
who now acknowletlged the divine precepts 
‘of Christianity, or even those who were 
civilized at all, had relinquished the traffic, 
. 48 hostile to the first principles of humanity. 
“The traffic, in the first instance, was now 
‘Confined to ‘the natives of Africa, whose 
‘incentive was the consequence of the ava- 
tice of those in this country, whio still per- 
‘sisted In it. His lordship. then at 
‘the consideration of the middle passage, the 
Miseries, and horrors of which were acknow- 
Jedged by all, save those whose hearts were 
steeled against every emotion of humanity. 
‘With respect’ to this, long experience had 
‘proved, that nu réally effectual remédy caitld 
‘apply, but total abolition. No circumstance 
‘or situation, on the face of the habitable 
globe, could ‘exhibit so great a portion of 
“-homan misery, condensed into such 4 nar- 
ow compass, ‘as did this middle passaye. 
“This he had ‘often occasion to expatiate up- 
“on ;' but he trusted their lordships’ vote of 
‘Wat night would render the present the 
‘ist occasion he should have. They would 
mext have to consider the object of this 
‘mid:ile*passage which was to ti¢ and shac- 
‘kle'the unhappy wretches wha survived it, 
~ -to Hopeless bondage and nevef* ending la- 
‘bour, in the burning ‘climateyof ‘the West 
“Indies! rising. up and layigg down, day 
-after day, under the las® of an impe- 
‘riots and unfecling ‘task ghaster! to those 
_ Hope never corhes whith comes. to all!” 
“The exercise’ of uncorftrouled, arbitrary 
“power, was the never-faling corrupter of 
“the human heart... Notwithstanding all that 
‘tad been advanced on that part of the 
‘subject, the West India planters had not 


done all in their power to alleviate’ the 
sufferings of the slaves; and even if th 

had, the end could not effectually be obtain. 
ed. Having concluded this division of hig 
subject, the noble lord proceeded to the 
consideration of the case, with respect to the 
priticiples of justice: With respect. to this, 
he contended that it militated against every 
principle of distributive justice. It could 
be no recommendation of that or of an 

other consideration of outrage, or robbery, 
to say, that it was lucrative; and, on that 
ground, a great part of the argiment, in 
favour of the traffic, was rested. What 
right can any planter in the West Indies, 
or any merchant in England have to the 
labour of the inhabitants of Africa? In 
what code of the law of nations, or in what 
system of religion, could such a right be 
founded? The third question, which the 
Resolution he should move their lordships 
to concur in, involved, was, whether the 
trade was consistent with sound policy? 
On this head, he set out with contending 
for the broad principle, that it never can be 
wise or politic in nations to persevere ina 
course of inhumanity and injustice. Ano- 
ther consideration essentially connected, was 
the practical principle, that the labour of 
Slaves was not equally valuable with the. la- 
bour of freemen. On this head, his lord- 
ship referred to the authority of a great 
man (Mr. Pitt) now no more, whose loss 
this cotititry had every reason to deplore, 
who had given a great share of his attention 
to this very interesting and important sub- 
ject, and whose heart and mind were set 
upon the great measure of abolition, as all 
who knew him in private could attest.. On 
no occasion whatever were the great and 
splendid talents, or the irresistible eloquence 


-of that great:man, exerted ina more’ con- 


spicuous degree, than on this great and inter- 
esting ‘subject; and, in’ the course of his 


‘discussions of it, his calculations, with res- | 


pect tothe comparative value of the labour 
of freemen and slaves, were luminous and 
convincing. One. of the incontrovertible 
results of these, was, that the expencesiof 
procuring the unhappy objects in question, 
the expences of transporting them, and their 
maintenance afterwards, comparing all these 
with the value of the labour, actually per- 
formed, evinced that this labour was not, so 
profitable, by much, as that, of freemen 
brought to the -work in the first instance. 
In addition to.this great and _incontroverti- 
ble authority, was that of a celebrated writer 
on the subject, who argued, that the only 
thing which could preserve the, planters 
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_ fromthe ruin impending, over. them, was 


the abolition of the slave trade. The fresh 
importations were, upon the whole, regard- 
ed as disadvantageous, and chiefly on. 
count of the mortalities. _ His lordship then 
adverted to the important consideration of 
what had happened in St. Domingo, and 
which, if no other fact or argument could be 
adduced of the impolicy of continuing the 
traffic, the consideration of the direful cala- 
mities to which he alluded, would sulice. 
In urging their lordships to concur in the 
resolution of the Commons, he pointed 
their attention to the nature and effect of 
that resolution. ‘To the result of it, they 
could not, deeming the traffic to be against 
humanity, justice, and policy, consistentiy 
refuse their assent, viz. that they would 
proceed to the consideration of steps tending 
to abolish such a traffic, ina way, and at 
such a period, as should be deemed most 
expedient; and to this principle he cculd 
challenge the acquiescence of every nobly 
lord who was not prepared to say the slave 
trade ought never to be abolished. Neither 
did it implicate them to the vote of attempt- 
ing the immediate abolition, or to any parti- 
cular mode of accomplishing it, but merely 
‘to the principle of total abolition. This con- 
sideration, however, should not deter him, 
strongly as he felt upon the point, from sup- 
porting and urging their lordships’ compli- 
ance with the vote of the commons; as, 
though he could not attain all the good he 
wished, he should endeavour to perform al! 
-that circumstances offered as practicable. 
Upon this principle, and on the grounds he 
had stated, he should move ‘ that their 
lordships do concur in the Resolution com- 
municated by the commons. 
. Lord Hawkesbury coucurred with the 
noble lord in opinion, that if a trade was 
carried on, which was contrary to humanity 
-and justice, there could be no question as 
to its being contrary to sound policy. This 
however, was not the way in which he view- 
ed this question. It was not upon abstract 
principles, that the question as to the abo- 
ition of the slave trade, ought to be consi- 
dered, but as to its practical effect, and in 
this view of the subject, the noble lord had 
_advanced. principles in the course of his 
speech, which he did not-venture to. sanc- 
tion in the motion with which he concluded. 
The same principles upon, which the noble 
lord condemned the slave,. trade, applied 
with equal force to the state ,of slavery it- 
self, but the noble lord would not yenture 
~to bring forward any measure founded upon 
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state of slavery in the West Indies. ‘This, 
therefore, shewed the fallacy of bringing - 
forward abstract. principles, without at the 
same time looking to the practical effect. [le 
did not believe that our ceasing to trade to 
Africa for Negroes, woitld he of the slight- 
est benefit to. the people of that continent, 
nor did he believe that one slave less would 
be imported on account of our giving un 
the trade: the only effect would be, that 
British capital would be transferred lo 
reign Islands, that the trade would be trans- 
ferred to other hands, where the same re- 
guiations for ameliorating the condition of 
the negroes in their passage did not exist, 
and that thus no benefit would practically 
result from the measure. Siavery was un- 
doubted!y an evil, and the slave trade «vas 
ai evil; so, many other evils existed, particu 
larly comparative evils in the state of hu- 
man society ; but it did not follow that every 
evil was to be abolished, without reference 
to the practical effect of such abolitiongas, 
in such case, a greaier evil might be preduc- 
ed by the sudden change than previous! 
existed. The insianee of St. Domingo, 
adduced by the noble lotd, made more 
against, than for bis argument, as the horri 
revolution ia that island was caused by 
abstract principles, embodied in the form 
of legislation in the mother country, withoxt 
reference to the practical effect, or to the 
policy of carrying such principles into exe- 
culion. With respect to the resolution” it- 
self, he did not see that it led to any prac- 
tical conclusion, nor did he think it a right 
mode of proceeding, to adopt a general 
resolution, containing an abstract principle 
respecting the abolition of the slave trade, 
without having previously considered the 
practical means by which that trade was to 
be abolished, or the practical effect which 
would be thereby produced. 

The Bishop of Loxdox bestowed much 
praise upon the eloquent speech of the noble 
lord who had brought this subject forward, 
agreed entirely in the propriety of the méa- 
sure now proposed, and expatiaied on the 
injustice, inhumanity, and impolicy of ‘the 
slave trade. He quoted a variety of autlio- 
tities from the best books on the subject, 
and which had. been published before it 
came under patliamentary discussion, from 
“all which the maintained, that the ‘trade 
ought to be abolished ; he maintained also, 
that the slave trade was not countenanced 
by any thing if Holy writ, cither'in the Old 
or the New Testament, Lie a decided 


‘these principles, a8,applying to the actual 


friend to the present reso-iiion, asa step 
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towards the much to he wished for abolition 
of the African slave trade, which had been 
arlfully, by its advocates, blended with the 
emancipation of the negroes in the West 
Indies, with which it bad no real con- 
nection. 
~ ' The Lord Chancellor declared that he 
never hitherto bad taken any share in the 
discussion of this subject, while a member 
of the other house, when his opinion was 
Father adverse to the measure; but having 
read the evidence, he had goed reason to 
alter that opinion. He had becn in the 
West Indies some years ago, and had seen 
all the great plantatious in Jamaica, and he 
declared the condition of the slaves was al- 
most uniformly ameliorated, and they were 
generally treated with kindness, such as he 
ad known a great family iu this country 
use to their ancient domestics. He also had 
been an eye witness to the trade carried on 
on the coast of Africa, and although he 
could not say in what manner they might 
have been collected in the interior, yet 
their treatment on the coast, and during the 
middie passage, was inhuman to a degree, 
most shocking! Parents were torn from 
their children, infants snatched from the 
breast of their mothers, while the unhappy 
Persu’s were pinioned dewn in chains to the 
otiom of tle hold of a Guinea ship, fre- 
quently surrounded by famine and death. 
He then adverted to the case of a policy of 
insurance tried in the court of king’s bench, 
where the slaves, in hopes of liberty, having 
attacked the crew, were fired upon, and 
while some were mortally wounded, others 
were thrown overboard, a prey to the 
sharks; while those who remained, were 
 aningled with the dead and dying; and in 
this case, continued the leamed lord, a 
British jury was called on to say how many 
were lost by death, how many by the perils 
of the sea, and thus to indemnify the rob- 
ber against the loss of his plunder ; he there- 
fore asked, was this practice consistent with 
humanity and justice? And as we knew the 
. evil to exist, it was our duty to God, and 
to our country, whicli was the morning star 
that enlightened Europe, and whase boast 
and glory was to grant liberty and life, and 
administer humanity and justice to all na- 
tions, to remedy that ‘evil; and’ he had so 
higlr an opinion of the planters in ‘those 
‘islands, that he was convinced they would go 
hand in hand with the parliament upon this 
' The Earl of Westmoreland congratulated, 
the noble aud learned’Jord upon’ the new 


light which had flashed uponhim; but having 
himself presented the petition against this 
measure, he would offer a few observations, 
The question was not between the merchants 
of Liverpool and the abolitionists, but a great 
general question, involving the interests of 
the public at large. This measure called 
upon the house to pledge itselfto libel their 
ancestors, and calunmiate individuals, At 
this period of the year, he considered it im- 
politic and improper for government to 
entertain abstract resolutions upon this 
subject, which might, although consistent 
with justice and, humanity, be contrary to 
policy, aud vice versa, aud should not be 
brought forward without further evidence, 
examination, and proof. He quoted Holy 
Writ, to shew that slavery existed from the 
beginning of the world to the present day, ” 
and was not contrary to the law of nations; 
and, putting out of the question all that had 
been sung in ballads, or written in novels, 
there still was nothing inimical to this prac- 
tice. He thought the present, being so 
near the close of the sessions, was not a fit 
time to try the question, and therefore gave 
it his decided opposition. ; 

The Bishop of St. Asaph replied, that 
however the Mosaic and other laws might 
have allowed slavery, under certain restric- 
tions, yet there was no authority whatever 
authorising the slave trade. The state of 
slavery was an evil degrading to mankind, 
and though fed with the choicest viands, 
and always reclining on a bed of roses, the 
idea to him was abominable ; it was incon - 
sistent with justice aud humanity, and con- 
trary to the principles of that religion which 
tanght us to promote and diffuse happiness 
among our fellow creatures. He, therefore, 
warmly supported the present motion, bop- 
ing it would be the forerunner of the ge- 
neral abolition of that practice. teat 

The Earl of Suffolk made a few obser- 
vations in favour of the measure. 

Lord Holland considered the arguments, 
on the other side, wholly misapplied to the 
question before the house, which was’a 
measure, sincé he was able to think tpou 
the subject, he always looked ‘upon'as 
human, disgraceful, ‘and degrading to this 
country; and for ‘these’ reasons 
concurred in the motion of his noble friend. 

Lord Sidmouth ‘declared’ his seritiments 
in favour of tlié general principle of the 
measure, but opposed the present question 
on the grouild; that fe could inot'reconeite 
| it to himself to have it put ‘upon the jout- 


hals*of that house, that any long ‘establisléd 
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custom of this country was inhuman and 
unjust, until some certain mode was adopt- 
ed for the abolition of such accustom. 

Earl Stanhope expressed much surprise 
at hearing what fell from the noble lord 
avho last spoke; his arguments were para- 
doxical, nor had he ever heard so whim- 
sical a reason given in so whimsical a 
way. The question, whether this was just 
or unjust, could not be doubted, when it was 
recollected that whole villages were strip- 

d of their women and children, to supply 
the rapacity of those brutes in the West In- 
dies. 

Earl Grosvenor professed himself a warm 
friend to the abolition of the slave trade. 
He lamented that the public feeling had 
been kept so long from being gratified on 
this subject, and trusted the present admi- 
nistration would meet with no obstacles in 
the way of carrying their measure for the 
abolition early in the next session of par- 
liament. 

Earl Fitzwilliam felt rather alarmed at 
the consequences the resolutions might 
produce, but could not help feeling disposed 
to support them. 

Lord Grenville did not feel it necessary 
to trouble the house with any reply; but 
took occasion to observe, that he should 
this night make another motion for an ad- 
dress to his majesty, praying he would be 
graciously pleased to consult with other 
powers towards the accomplisliment of the 
same end, which would aftord another op- 
portunity to those who were anxious again 
to divide upon this favourite question.— 

-The house then divided on the question of 
concurring in the resolutions, when there 
appeared, Conteuts 41 ; Non-contents 20.— 
Majory 21.. On returning below the bar, 
we found that Lord Grenville’s motion for 


an address was carried without a division, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, June 24. 

[Kine’s MESSAGE RELATING TO 
GREENWICH HospPiTAL.] Lord Howick 
moved the order of the day for the house 
going into a committee on his majesty’s 
message of the preceding day. ‘The house 
having accordingly gone into the said com- 
mittee, the rioble lord stated, that one of the 
principal objects of his majesty’s most gra- 
cious message was to recommend to that 
house, and to assist them in the task of pro- 
viding. for seamen wounded in the service, 


or when from age they shoyld be unquali- 


fied to make any ‘farther exertion, for their 
country, a more adequate allowance than 
that which they at present had. Gentlemen 
were not altogether unacquainted, from a 
perusal of the papers on the table, with 
what he meant to prepose; and the same 
papers would also go far to establish the 
points which he should now have to state 
to the house. The establishment of Chat- 
ham chest was some time ago transferred 
to the chest of Greenwich. Greenwich Hos- 
pital itself was exclusively confined to the 


relief of those wounded in the service. It — 


was his intention now, however, to propose 
that it be extended to all who were no 
longer able to serve, and that the allowance 
should be mereased asto both. When he 
stated that the out-pensions were only 71. 
and that they bad not been increased since the 
vear 1663, when the very great increase in 
the expence of living since that time was 
considered, and the very meritorious nature 
and immense magnitude to this country of 
the service performed, were taken into con- 
sideration, it would not be thought very ex- 
traordinary that some addition should now 
be proposed. The revcaue of the hospital 
at present amounted to the sum of 126,81 11. 
and the actual expenditure to 114,5441. 
leaving a surplus revenue of 12,2671. He 
proposed in the slightest cases of injury, 
and where the service had not beeu of long 
duration, to continue the pension as it now 


stood, at 71. aud to raise it as circumstances — 


might warrant, to the highest sum, being 
Is. a day, or 18). 5s. per annum. This dis- 
cretion of judging in what cases the highest 
pension should be given, he proposed to 
leave ia those hands where he thought it 
might with the greatest safety be entrusted ; 
he meant the lords of the admiralty.—This 
he estimated at 17,0001. per annum; and 
to provide for the deficiency he meant to 
propose to raise 5 per cent on all prize 
money and bounty for the capture of ships, 
as it should become due. In the aid of 
this intention his majesty had been pleased 
to signify his pleasure to grant a similar al- 


lowance out of the droits of the admiralty. ~ 


The whole prize money so to be made, it 
was calculated might amount to 1,250,000. 
He did not incline, however, to estimate it 
at more than 1,000,0001. Five per cent. 


on this sum amounted to 50,0001. One pait. 


of this sum applied to the purposes of the 
chest, and the remaining two-thirds to the 

urposes of the hospital, was the manner 
in which he proposed that it should be di- 
vided. . One-third, therefore, to. be applied 
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to the chest was 16,6661. leaving a surplus 
on the total revenue in the time of war of 
about 11,0001, In time of peace it was 
naturally to be seen there must be a great 
_ deficiency. The expence, however, would 
- iben be greatly less, and in time of war the 
surplus to be accumulated would in some 


_. measure be providing for the defaleation in 


time of peace. There were certain revenues 
too, which it was to be.expected would very 
speedily be greatly encreased, in particular 
from a rise on the rents of certain farms be- 
longing to the hespiial, estimated at 4,0001. 
per annum additional. There would also, 
it was computed, be at the end of the pre- 
sent war 200,0001, of forfeited prize money, 
the interest of which would go to keep down 
any deficiency. In this way he submitted 
that any deficiency which might arise could 
not produce any uncommon apprehension 
in the mind of the house. In time of war 
it was obvious there must be a considerable 
surplus, and in time of peace it was to be 
hoped the deficiency would not be of an 
alarming magnitude. The chest was founded 
in the year 1596, but it was not put on any 
regular establishment till the following year. 
‘Those who received from the hospital were 
not entitled to get any thing from it. The 
allowances from the chest were in this man- 


ner; for total loss of sight 121.; for loss of 
_anarm SI. These he proposed to increase ; 
loss of sight 20].; loss of an arm 161,; and 


so im proportion. This he computed 
would produce an additional expenditure of 
17,0001. a year. ‘The present expenditure 
of the chest amounted to 46 or 48,0001. a 
year, and the revenue of it to 63,0001. To 
rovide for the proposed extension there 
would fall to be added the other two-thirds 
of the prize money ard droits, amounting 
to 32,0001. leaving a surplus in time of war 
of 21,0001. though in time of peace there 
must be a considerable deficiency. He had 
also to propose a small allowance to the 
half-pay of masters and of lieutenants. These 
he did not consider to be acts of liberality, 
ut of strict justice, and they were such as 
was convinced the house would not feel 
‘inclined to object to. He concluded by 
moving, that out of all prize money. or 
‘bounty for the capture of ships of the ene- 
my, the sum of 1]. 13s. 4d. for every. 1001. 
be granted to Greenwich hospital; and 
that out of all such prize-money, &c. there 
be granted on each 1001. the sum of 31. 
16s. 8d. to Greenwich chest.—These reso- 
lutions were agreed to, and the. report or- 
dered to be received the next day, > 


[GLoBe INSURANCE Sir 
Metcalfe moved the order of the, day, for 
the second reading of the bill for incorpg. 
rating the Globe. Insurance Company, 

Lord Castlereagh put it to the gentlemen 
on the other side of the house, whether, a 
this bill was likely to give rise to some dis. 
cussion, it would not be more desirable to 
put it off to some future day, to make way 
for the discussion of a more Lnportantmea. 
sure, which was fixed for this day; orif 
this bill was to go on, that there. should, be 
an understanding in the house, that the 
other discussion should not be brought.on 
at a late hour. 

Lord H. Petty did not think the discus. 
sion of this measure could occupy much 
time. It was not for him to anticipate 
what might be the pleasure of the house 
with respect to calling in the. counsel, but 
he had no difticulty in saying, that if the 
discussion should be protracted to any 
length, there would be uo objection to put 
off the other discussion to a more. convent 
ent time.—On the question being put, that 
the bill be now read a second time, . 

Sir John Anderson moved an amend- 
ment, that the bill be read a second time 
this day three months, in which he was 
supported by sir W.-Cuttis, Mr. Grenfell, 
and sir C. Price, on the ground thatthe 
bill would. be an infringement upon the 
rights of the London and Royal Exchange 
Insurance Compavies.— Mr. Aldm, Combe, 
lord H. Petty, Mr. Paull, and Mr, Alesan 
der, supported the second reading, on the 
ground that a competition was favourable 
to the public; that the trade and shipping 
of the ccuntry had been vastly inexeased 
since the charters had been granted ,to,the 
companies alluded to ; and that othercorpo- 
rations were necessary to. meet the. accu- 
mulation of business, and that this company 
proposed to contribute. 100,000]. to the 
public, and to invest a capital of 1,000,0001, 
in the public funds, and without requiring 
any exclusive privileges. Mr. Paull, too, 
stated, that above seven millions annually 
were insured in India for want. of corpora- 
tions in England for | effecting insurance, 
more confidence being placed,in companies, 
than in individual or private aysyrers.-—-Mr. 
Perceval, Mr. Shaw Le Fewre,.and 
Sinith, were of opinion that counsel, 
be heard on the bill, and the. matter ofthe 


petitions against it, before the house should 


come to any decision, ; A division thentoak 
place, For the Amendment 20 ; Against it 


74.—Majority 44.—On the motion, that 
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counsel should be called in another division. 
took place: for calling in counsel 

inst-it 62.. Thebill was of course read 
a secondstime, and, ordered to be com- 
1NING Mr. Windham moved. 
the order of the day for the further consi- 
deration‘of the report of the comunitiee on 
the Training bill. 

Lord Castlereagh was extremely anxious, 
hefore this question-wes further gone. into, 
to come to an understanding :on a point 
which was most ‘material, was’very cur- 
rently reported, that the only object of the 
right: hon. seeretary. in the present bill, was 
to incorporate: his own, ideas. with the. act 
already in existence; but when it should 
have passed,(to have it, like that act, un- 
executed, unless some particular emergency 
should arise. If that were true, he should 
have little objection to, allow. the, bill to 
proceetl.», Itiwas certainly, most material to 
the discussion, to be informed whether the 
bill, -ifypassed, as it now. stood, was to be 


executed or not. du d 
Mr. Windham: said; this was. the first 


time he had heard of;.any doubt that the 
measure was to'be carried, into execution. 
it was then ordered tiat the report be now 
taken into further consideration. 


It. was 
then moved that the bill be recommitted. 
Colouel Bagwell rose for the purpose, of 
opposing the bill. || He was, willing to do 
justice tothe purity of the intentions of the 
right hon. gent.; but, be would contend, 


that he had been most unfortunate in the: 


application of the means which the country 
had placed in his hands and, those of his 
colleagues. Every measure he had_ pro- 
posed, so far from increasing our force, had 
an opposite tendency. 
his measures was to get rid. of an act which 
produced annually 18,000 men inthe army; 
and for what ?—for.an experiment. ‘The 
plan, intrediced appeared to hii .to,, be 
principally tor the purpose of counteracting 
the excellent system laid down by the for- 
mer government, and.to manifest his ad- 
herence to, opinions expressed, he. would 
not say in'a:moment of factious, but cer- 
tainly of pointed opposition. ' With respect 
to the ‘constitutionality of the measure, he 
did not think that the ingenuity of the right 
hon. proposer; great as it was known to.be, 
would be. able: to. establish that. But he 
would be glad'to learn how the principles 
of the constitution could be said to be pre- 
served, if so large: a proportion of the po- 
-pulation were to be subjected to the opera- 
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one end of the kingdém to the other, and 
subjected to all the privations, restrictions, 
and subordination, that men who had made 
a military life their choice, were generally 
liable to... The bill appeared to him to be 
one of the greatest infringements upon the 
liberties of Englishmen that had ever been 
attempted. 

Sir James Pulteney stated, that he had 
the greatest contidence in the superiority 
ofa regular army, but it was impossible this 
country could, be defended without haying 
recourse to some. other species of force. 
Our population was not so, extensive, or 
our people so unemployed, as to allow us 
to raise a large army upon the spur of the 
occasion. Periods might arrive, when it 
would be necessary, a very large proportion 
of the, people, should be ready, trained and 
armed;, at the beginning of a war, for in- 
stance, when: ihe, strength of the enemy's 
navy might be, greater than it, was in time 
of peace, and when the amount of our re- 
gular army, might be less than it was in 
time of war. ‘The French army, after the 
misfortune of general, Mack, would never 
have reached Vienna, if there had been an 
armed population to obstruct their passage. 
It was asked, why, have recourse to this 
measure of a geueral training, when you 
haye a volunteer force ready drilled to your 
hands? The voluntee:s, he would admit, 
were entitled to great praise. He admired 
their zeal, and in many instances he ap- 
proved of their discipline ; but he would no 
more trust to voluntary services for the de- 
fence of 2 nation, than he would to volun- 
tary contributions for the support of its 
finances. He would not enter much into 
the bill; the execution of it might be at- 
tended with difficulties, but he was so at- 
tached to the priaciple, that he would give 
ita fair trial. There were, however, two 
or three points on which he wished to say 
a few words; and, first, as to the uncon- 
stitutionality of the measure. He could 
perceive nothing unconstitutional in that. 
exercise of the prerogative vested in_ his 
majesty, or,in subjecting a part of the po- 
puiation, to, temporary inconveniences, to 
avoid greater calamities. The amount of 
the numberof persons to be. trained, was, 
he understood, to be 200,000 men; a force 
certainly equal to encounter any danger by 
which this kingdom would ever be menaced. 
Ji was in this way that the French armies 
were first formed, by incorporating the na- 


tioval guards with the regulars. There was 
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another part of the bill which he also much 
approved ; that which provided for the ap- 
pointment of proper officers. It would de- 
stroy all the ends for which this force was 
to be called together, if it were to be left in 
a state of insubordination and confusion. 
As to the expence, considering the security 


which would be derived from the possession | 


of such a force, he thought that a subject 
of very inferior regard. He could, indeed, 
have wished, that the men might be train- 
ed, as it took place in certain parts of the 
contiuent, free of expence; but as that was 
not possible, he thought the advantages 
more than counterbalanced the expendi- 
ture. 

Mr. Spencer Stanhope said, that if the 
bill before the committee was meant to be 
acted upon, he would not hesitate to pro- 
nounce it one of the most obnoxious and 
oppressive measures that had ever received 
the sanction of that house. The plan was 
nothing less than to call outevery fourth man 
in the kingdom capable of bearmg arms. 
According to the old military lists, the 
persons of that description amounted to 
$40,000. This was three years ago. The 
- mmilitia service took off 40,000 of them. 
The volunteers took off about 240,000 


more; so that they had to raise200,000 men 
out of the residue, not amounting to more 


than 600,000. Where, he would ask, was 
the necessity for this most obnoxious mea- 
sure? Were there not volunteers more than 
he meant to call out by this bill? The peo- 
ple of England would be led, but they 
would not be driven, and this was. driving 
them with a vengeance. The expence was 
not the least of his objections to the bill. 
The shilling a day would, for the 24 days 
training, amount to 240,000L other ex- 
nces also would be necessary; depots 
must be constructed, powder and shot pur- 
chased, arms provided, officers paid. The 
etceteras, he was convinced would amount 
to as much more. ‘This measure professed 
only to apply to England. What was to be 
done for Scotland and Ireland? Was the 
former in such a state of security, that the 
right hoa. secretary did not chuse to meddle 
‘qvith it, and was the latter in that state that 
he was afraid to meddle with it? He also 
objected to the bill, because the men who 
were to be called out under it were not to 
be under the command of the gentlemen 
‘of landed property, their neighbours, and 
the persons to whom they naturally looked 
up. As to the popularity of the measure, 


he could not suppose that a bill which gave 
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government the power to draft and ‘send 
men to all parts of the kingdom, ‘could 
have inuch pretensions in that respect, 
Did the right hon. secretary expect that it 
would be easily carried into execution—that 
there would be no grumbling? The: bill, 
from the perusal he had given it, appeared 
to him to contain every thing which the 
right hon. gent. condemned when he sat at 
a different side of the house from where he 
was now placed. It’ contained the repro. 
bated principals of ballot, fine, and substi. 
tution. What would be the effect of that 
clause which went to excuse parishes ftom 
the operation of the bill: whigh tumed 
out a certain number of volunteers ; batto 
encourage such parishes to procure volun. 
teers at any expence? The persons, too, 
who volunteered, would require excessive 
pay; seven and six-pence, or perhaps more 
every day; and thus the right hon. gent. would 
sanction that principle which he. had 9% 
often condemned. With respect to officers, 
he would defy any man, from reading the 
bill, to determine whether it was to be the 
serjeantortheconstable. But, perhaps, itwas 
meant to give the command to the serjeant, 
and to convert the latter into something like 
a provost-marshal. When this plan of 
starving out the volunteers had been carried 
into execution, what, he would ask, was to 
become of the volunteer officers? Were 
they to be put into the ranks? Was the 
captain of a volunteer corps to stand in 
the ranks between his own groom, perhaps, 
and his father’s chinmey-sweeper? The right 
hon. gent. on former occasions had object 
ed to the principle of fines, and yet he 
had not blushed to introduce them into the 
resent bill. ‘The parishes were to be sub- 
Ject to fines for not raising their quotas, and 
thust he bill would operate as a measure of 
finance, which was precisely the objection 
upon which the opposers of the general de- 
fence act most relied. If ministers wantet 
more force, they knew where to have it; it 
was by encouraging and cultivating the 
volunteer system, and not by the intro- 
duction of such an ineflicieut, oppressive, 
and unconstitutional plan as that contained 
in the bill. For his own part, his objection 
to it was so great, that he should not be sor- 
ry to see it treated as a bill was onte in that 
house. When a person who then occupied 
a seat on the bench on which ministers 
usually sat (he was one of the lords of the 
admiralty, he believed) brought ih a bill of 
a very unconstitutional nature, relating, 4 
well as he recollected, to some-exteusion of 


= 
| 
{ 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
} 
| SY 
| 
| 
| 
| 
ig } 
: 
a 
i 
| \ 
| 
| | 
it 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
7 


the impress.service, Mr. Dunning, who was 
then.a leading member on the opposite side 
of the bhouse,.made an observation to the 
following, effect:-—If the bill had been uu- 
supported, he should have conteuted him- 
self with moving, that it be simpiy rejected, 
but circumstaneed as it was, he felt it his 
duty to move that it be thrown over the 
table. 

Sir W. Milner could not think the bill 
was likely to produce so much expence (as 
had been stated. The volunteer system 
had,cost a great deal of money ; and in the 
town which he had the honour to represent, 
no lessthan, 18,0001. had been subscribed 
for the yolunteers. Although similar ex- 
ertions had been made all over the country, 

et the volunteers had fallen off very much 
in numbers. He had attended most of tre 
reviews, in the neighbourhood of London ; 
and the London volunteers, in the last re- 
view before his majesty, had entirely dis- 
graced the appearance that was expected, 
as no more than 12 or 1500 attended, in- 
stead of 10,000 who had attended on a 
former occasion. He did not conceive that 
the présent bill would at all diminish the 
number of volunteers; if he did, the mea- 
sure should not have his support. 

Lord Castlereagh concurred with an hon. 
gent. who had spoken early in the debate 
{Col. Bagwell), in his surprise; that on that. 
night, which was generally understood to 
be fixed for the final discussion of this bill, 
the right hon. gent. who had brought it in 
had not thought proper to explain more 
fully the nature of his plan. This was more 
particularly to be lamented, as this project 
was not only to be made the law.of the land, 
but as it was immediately to be. put into 
execution. When. tre right, hon. gent. 
made his opening speech upon his intended 
military plans, carly. in,the session, there 
was such a contrariety,of opinion respect- 
ing his intentions, that it required all the 
abilities of the right hon. gent. and his col: 
leagues, to make it at all understood. As 
they had hitherto been able to explain it 
but very imperfectly, it. was not too much 
to have expected on that night, that the 
right hon. secretary would have condescend- 
ed to open his new plan fully and explicitly. 
Whatever might. be his opinion of the bill 
itself, it was not his intention to oppose the 
Speaker's leaving the chair, in order, that it 
might be taken into consideration. He felt 
extremely reluctant in appearing to give 
‘any opposition to measures whieh his majes- 
ty’s ministers declared to be, in their judg- 


‘ment, necessary for the security of the coun- 
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try. If he could at all separate the abstract 
principle of the bill from the consideration 
of the time in which it was brought forward, 
he did not see much to condemn in it. He 
had himself formerly given his support to 
a bill nearly similar to the present, which 
was brought forward by a right hon. friend 
of his (Mr. Yorke, but under circumstances 
very different from what now exist. He 
was however ready to ailow, that there was 
one incidental advantage which might be 
expected to result from the present bill, and 
that was, that a considerable number of men 
would, by the operation of it, be kept in 
that situation, that the more regular part of 
our army could easily take advantage of in 
case of an invasion. He allowed that such 
a principle was good, if confined to certain 
limits, but for this. object the plan of the 
right hon. secretary was too comprehensive. 
The number which was called for in the 
first instance, 200,COO men, was undoubt- 
edly more than would be wanting to fill up 
the losses which might be expected in the 
regulars and the militia; and as the num- 
ber was greater than was necessary, so the 
discipline which was to be given to those 
men, was much less than what would be 
necessary, in order to make them effi- 
cient. Twenty-four days were quite too 
little to give that degree of discipline which 
would be necessary, if there were any idea 


‘of employing them with the regular troops. 


He was convinced that a much smaller num-, 
ber than what was proposed by the right hon. 
secretary. would, with a much greater de- 
gree of discipline, be rendered more effi. 
cient for the purpose of supporting the re- 
gular army in, casé¢ of invasion. :; The dis- 
cipline which was to be obtained in 24 days, 
was so imperfecf, that-.many general: offi- 


‘cers would -hesitate much to: employ ‘such 


men, and would rather go on with their-re- 
gular battalions, however they: might be re- 
duced. If it were true that the exigencies 
of the country requited a considerable ad- 
dition to our forée, he should prefer. in 
many instances the levy-en-masse bill to 
that which was now proposed. | The prin- 
ciple of that bill rested on the undonbted 
prerogative of the crown, to. call upon the 
services of all liege subjects in the case of 
invasion; and-the only power that was ad- 
ded by that bill, was the power of: organiz- 
ing and training those men who were’ sub- 
jects to this exercise of prerogative; so that, 
in :the case of. invasion, the prerogative 
might be effectually exerted forthe defence - 
of the country. . But when that. bill was 
passed, the circumstances of the country 
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were very different from what they were at 
present. At the beginning of the war, in 
the year 1803, when that bill was passed, 
the force of the country amounted to 
157,000 men, whereas now its effective 
force, exclusive of volunteers and of ar- 
tillery, amounts to 249,000. When it was 
therefore considered, that at the time the 
levv-en-masse act passed, there were few 
volunteers, and that.at present, besides the 
considerable increase of our more regular 
military force, there is a very considerable 
number of volunteers who have arrived to 
a respectable state of discipline, the house 
might hesitate in adopting a system which 
was brought forward avowedly in opposi- 
tion to the volunteer corps, which were at 
that time considered of so much importance, 
that the advantazes of the training bill were 
to be given up, if such a number of volun- 
teers could be procured as were now on foot 
well disciplined. At the time that the for- 
mer bill was passed, two great measures 
were laid before the house, the army of re- 


. serve act, and the bill for calling out the 


supplementary militia; and yet, at that 
time, although the dangers of the country 
were much greater than they were at pre- 
sent, when it was put to the deliberative 
judgment of the house, whether they would 
preter a compulsory levy, similar to what 
was now proposed, or whether they would 
chuse the service of volunteers, the house 
almost unanimously concurred with those 
who were then his majesty’s ministers, that 


_ if a number of volunteers could be procur- 


ed, equal to six times the number of the ex- 


_ Ssting militia, the training bill should not be 


put into execution. Nothing then could 
be more clear, than that at a time of the 
greatest danger the volunteer system was de- 
cidedly preferred to the system of a general 
training, similar to that which was the ob- 
ject of the present bill, Not only was the 
volunteer system preferred, but there was 
a distinct assurance from his majesty, 
through the secretaries of state, which was 
most distinetly understood by the different 
districts throughout the kingdom, that the 
training bill would not be carried into exe- 


greater iow than when those assurances 
were originally given, it appeared to him 
that they were a bar in good faith to the 
present measure. Even if the policy were 
undoubted, he must make some observa- 
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tions as to the necessity of the measure at 
the present time. He considered the pre. 
sent mode as less efficient than that which 
had formerly been proposed by his right 
hon. friend. If an additional force were 
wanted, it appeared to him much better that _ 
they should be trained according to the pro- 
visions of the levy-en-masse act, than ac 
cording to the system which was to be in: 
troduced by the present bill. Those who 
were to have been trained by the former 
act were still to be liable to the exercise of 
the prerogative, ard, in case of invasion, 
that prerogative would attach to them; 
whereas, by the present system, the men 
who had been trained for a year would be . 
disbanded at the end of the year, and could 
not be called upon to repet an invasion, 
There was another advantzge in the former 
bill: the men were not only to be trained, 
but officered, whereas in the present bill, 
there appeared no provision or regulation 
for officering them. The training under 
the former bill was not to be limited to a 
certain number of days, but to continue 
until the persons could obtain a p 
certificate of being fit to serve. “The 
great objection, however, which oceurred 
to him, was what this new-raised force 
were to be? If they were to be an 
officered corps, then where were the officers 
to be found? It would be absurd to sup- 
pose that country gentlemen would be for- 
ward to embark in that situation, and he 
feared that it might be necessary to ballot 
for the officers as well as for the men. It 
was impossible that any gentleman could 
voluntarily chuse the employment of officer- 
ing for 24 daysa number of men collected 
in this manner; and as soon as these men 
had completed their year, another set of men 
would present themselves equally ignorant 
of the first rudiments of military discipline. 
This plan, instead of bringing forward 
number of men for the defence of the coun- 
try, did, in fact, (after a little trifling drill- 
ing) discharge them from the exercise of 
the royal prerogative, and in that respect, 
was much less efficient than the measure of 
his right hon. friend. Ifthe enemy were 
to come before they were trained, it appear- 
ed as if there was nothing to oppose to them. 
The measure which was proposed appeared 
to him not only objectionable in a military 
point of view, but still more in a financial 
view. He conceived, that a more efficient 
military force could be procured for less 
money, When the former bill required, 
that those who wete subject to the royal 


should be previously orgat- 
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ized and trained, it by no means intended. 
that this training should be attended with 

reat expence to the country. It was an 
object which concerned the safety of those 
who were liable to be called out, as much as 
it did the security of the public ; for it was 
evident, that men who should be utterly igno- 
rant of military affairs, when they were called 
out for service, would be exposed to much 
more danger thanif they had been previ- 
ously organized and drilled. It certainly 
was intended, that those men who had no 
other support but their labour, might claim 
a shilling a day, when the day of exercise 
should fall ona day of labour ; but it was never 
intended to give regular pay to men who 
were called on ‘to learn that which would be 
necessary for themselves to have learned, 

revious to the time they might be liable to 
Be called upon by the royal prerogative. 
The expences of the present measure would 
‘be very serious ; and he could venture to 
assert that, for less money, a hundred or a 
‘hundred and fifty thousand men could be 
kept up, equal in discipline to what the 
militia are in time of peace, and which 
‘would be applicable to the defence of the 
country, in case of invasion. If the enemy 
were really to land in the country, he ap- 
prehended more of confusion than strength 
from the assistance of such a body of men ; 
and he was really afraid, that the country 


_ ‘would ‘be completely disgusted by such a 


system. ft appeared to him, that nothing 
could be worse policy, than to bring a plan 
forward which would completely disgust 
the country. . It had been said by some, 
that we should be prepared for a leng and 
arduous contest. He could not say whether 
this'was the present opinion of his majesty’s 
‘ministers, but he, for his part, considered 
it as'sound doctrine. If this were the fact, 
nothing could be worse than to disgust the 
mation generally with the war, and incline 
the minds of every one to prefer almost any 
sort of a peace to the continuance of a war, 
in which the honour and lasting interests of 
the country were concerned. On the 
ground of general policy, it appeared to 
him most extraordinary, that this nation 
‘should ‘be advised to adopt such a loose de- 
scription of force, precisely at the time when 
all the other nations were giving it up. 
Whatever might be said of the peasants of 
ithe Tyrol Suabia, he was informed, 
that they had never been efficient, except 
er an army which had been routed. 
He had never heard of an arued pea- 
Santry being very effectual against a regu- 


dar army in fullforce, However that might 


be, Austria now appeared to place no de- 
pendance on such a description of force, 
and chose to organize a force resembling as 
nearly as possible our volunteer corps. 
The opinion of the French government was 
also pronounced on the comparative merits . 
of the two systems; for, when Bonaparte 
was obliged to carry all the regular army 
of France into Germany, it was not on the 
peasantry, but it was upon corps similar 
to the volunteers that he called, and to whom 
he trusted the defence of the country. The 
system, however, which was now brought 
forward, was neither that of an armed pea- 
santry, (for it appeared that the gentlemen 
on whom this biil was to operate were not 
to be trusted with the possession of arms), 
nor was it at all like a volunteer system. 
This system was not to be acted on without 
a breach of faith to those counties and dis- 
tricts to whom the royal assurance was 
given, that if they furnished their quota of 
volunteers the training act should net be 
enforced. He.could not perceive any ne- 
cessilty for this breach of faith, as the coun- 
try was infinitely stronger, and its danger 
from the enemy less,.than at the time when 
the levy-en-masse act was passed. If there 
really existed any immediate danger, the 
country would submit any plan that they 
could understand for repelling it; but be 
was really afraid the present plan originated 
rather from the desire of satisfying the mi- 
litary opinions of the right honourable se- 
cretary (Mr. Windham), and for the sake of 
redeeming that pledge, which he had some- 
what indiscreetly given to the house, It 
did not appear to him, that the measure 
was at all cailed for from the relative situa- 
tion of this country and the enemy. 

Mr. H. Martin could not conceive how 
it could with justice be called a wild ‘the- 
ory, to discipline for 28 days in the year, 
those persons who might ‘be called upon 
to assist the regular army in ‘the event of an 
invasion, It-was too much ‘to call every 
variation from the established rules, a mere 
experiment. Every amendment of old 
acts of parliament, every new -act of par- 
fiament, might with equal justice be called 
an experiment. ‘hon. gent. (Mr. 
Stanhope) seemed to consider that it wes a 
great ‘breach of faith, that those who had 
subscribed for volunteers should be.liable to 
serve themselves, The present ‘bill, how- 
‘ever, would not:go further than the old mi- 
litia laws, or. oblige any une to verve that 
was past the age of 45. The fines upon the 
parishes were by'ne means as severe as un- 
der the militia laws, and weuld only ope- 
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rate, when there was any contumacy in the 
arish refusing to proceed to the ballot. 
€ was convinced the bill would not at all 
diminish the number of volunteers; but 
that, on the contrary, a great number of 
fea would be enrolled in those corps, 
n order to exempt them from this  ser- 
vice, 

Mr. Matthews commented on the lan-. 
guage uniformly used by the right hon. au- 
thor of this bill against the volunteers. 
That language, while the right hon. gent. 
was in opposition, might be overlooked, as 
the sentiments of an individual. But now 
that he might be conceived to speak with 
the voice of government, his language must, 
and had created alarm and discontent | 
among that gallant body. In any services 
which the volunteers might render to the 
right hon. gent. and his colleagues atter such 
language, well might they exclaim in the 
terms of the insulted Jew, in the Merchant 
of Venice, “ You spit on me,” &c. The 
a of the right hon. gent. towards the vo- 
Unteers must, in his judgment, tend ulti- 
mately to disband the volunteer corps. For 
such as were of the higher orders he would 
disgust by depriving them of their rank, 
such as were proud he would offend by 
talking lightly of their services and efficien- 
cy, and such as were of force he would dis- 
able ‘from serving by depriving them of 
their pay. 

Sir W. Young contended that the mea- 
sure was perfectiy constitutional, as every 
one must be convinced, who had read the 
history of the country. He looked on this 
as a permanent measure, and in that view 
he thought that the soldiers who would he | 
discharged under a former bill, would be | 
exceedingly useful in being officers for this | 
force. This nation ought not to trust for its 
defence merely to the opinions and inclina- 
tions of individuals, as_it must in a great 
measure do, if the volunteer system alone 
was depended on for that purpose. Who- 
ever sat on the throne of France after Bo- 
naparte, though a Bourbon, must act and 
conduct himself as the head,of a great.ini- 
lita.y ‘peop:e, and there was no way of 
meeting this danger fronx our. cpemies, but 
by rendering: this nation in some. degree 
military, through the great mass of its. popu- 
lation. “He did not disapprove of drilling 
on Sundays, as he thonght patriotism a.re- 
ligious duty. It was to. the great attention 
paid to:the training of the population, even 
irom. the earliest youthvof. the . people, 
that the recovery of Jersey was owing, after 
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* “Mr. Perceval had waited for 
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the enemy had entered St. Helier’s. he 
volunteer system would afford the gentle. 
man an opportunity of avoiding being pla- 
ced between his own groom and his father’s 
chimney-sweeper, a circumstance so much 
dreaded by an hon. gent. over the way. 
Mr. WV. Smith was of opinion that the 
volunteers had saved the country, but that 
the system with respect to them was neither 
permanent nor intended to be so, and he 
saw no reason why persons in that situation 
should be offended, because their assistance 
was not sought in a way not suited to the 
nature of a temporary institution. A most 
singular objection had been made to this 
new project, because it had not this defect, 
and was permavent in its application: to 
him this was not an objection, but a motive 
for the adoption of it; and the bill enabled 
his majesty to draw from the robust part of 
the population, 2 or 300,000 men armed 
for the national defence. The plan of the 
military service which was concurrent with 
this measure, by throwing annually 5 or 
10,000 disciplined men into the general 
mass of the inhabitants subject to this ser- 
vice, would provide the with. ine 
structors, who equally with their knowledge 
and their example, would contribute to give 
spirit and method to those levies. By the‘ 
military education this bill was calculated 
to give to all orders of the community, in 
succession, these islands would not only be 
rendered impregnable, but the measure 
would preclude every attempt on our shores, 
by convincing the enemy, that. against. an 
armed nation all his efforts must be ineffec- 
tual. We should then hear no more of 
flottillas, no more of invasions; the enemy 
would say, whatever success we may have 


_in attacking her colonial possessions, Britain 


is herself invulnerable. What pretence 
could the noble lord (Castlereagh) have to. 
say that. this bill would be afflicting to this 
country? Could it be afflicting for men in 
habits of corporeal exertion daily to be 
collected 28 days in the year, for the pur- 
pose of training them to military duty? par- 
liamerit designed to give no cause of disgust 
to the volunteers: it only wished to avoid 
an expence inconsistent with the welfare of 
the country, and to provide other meaiis 
not destructive of, but auxiliary to, the sys- 
tem under which arms were put into 
hands. 


a long time 
to see whether the right hon. gent. (Mr. 
Windham) would have given any explana- 
tion of his bill, that we might know whether 
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it was intended to operate the destruction 
of the volunteers, or to form a subsidiary to 
them—for both objects had been ascribed 
‘to it. He considered the measure as un- 
constitutional and dangerous to our liberties, 
asa breach of faith on the part of parlia- 
ment; and a breach of common sense. He 
ridiculed the idea of neglecting the interest 
of the present moment, and looking to a 
period of 7 or 14 years hence, when this 
force might be officered by discharged sol- 
diers. The object of the measure was to 
substitute a compulsory system instead of 
that of the volunteers, which latter was pre- 
ferable in every point of view, and he 
thonght that the good sense of the volun- 
teers, though he had great confidence in it, 
would be put to a severe trial. He would 
read the words of the right hon. gent. from 
the Parliamentary Debates, published by one 
who the right hon. secretary himself had said 
deserved a Golden Statue, and who there- 
fore was not likely to give au unfavourable 
report of his words. eqis 
Mr. Paull spoke to order, and said it 
was irregular to quote from a former 
debate. 
The Speaker said, he had always under- 
stood that the strict rule of the house was, 
not to admit such citation of words used in 


a former debate; but at the same time, this 
rigid adherence was sometimes not required. 
Mr. Paull. L say the hon. and learned 
geut. is manifestly disorderly. 
The Speaker. When the speaker delivers + 
an opinion, in which the house acquiesces, 
there is an eud of the question. 


Mr. Bathurst. 1 must call the attention 
of the house to the respect due to the chair. 
The hon. gevt. is young, and he may not 
be aware that there is no fresh appeal after 
the speaker has laid down the rule, and the 
house has acquiesced in it. hen 

Mr. Perceval said his object was merely 
to justify the epithet he had applied, and 
he thought the interference of the hon. gent. 
whoily unnecessary. It would however be 
recoiiected, that the volunteers had been de- 
nominated a depository of panic, of which 
an experienced officer would be glad to be 
disencumbered, as a prudent wrestler would 
of the unnecessary raiment by which his 
muscular action was impeded. He had in- 
timated that no sufficient elucidation had 

been afforded. Was. this complaint well 
- founded? There were 300,000 volunteers, 
and 200,000 men were to be raised under 
this act.. Yet if the formef were to be dis- 
handed, only 200,000 would remain, Was 
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this the intention?. What were the expen- 
ces attending this scheme? What method 
was to be adopted, with regard to the offi- 
cers over this armed peasantry? To what 
extent, and in what manner, was this to 
operate on the population? Nothing of this 
sort had been explained, and yet the house 
was called upon to sanction such a project. 
To the particular clauses of the bill he should 
have another opportunity to advert; thus 
much had occurred to him with respect to 
the geueral principle, to which he must ob- 
ject, from every notion he could entertain of 
sound discretion. ey 

Mr. Bathurst was surprised at his hon. 
and learned friend, when he taiked of this 


‘bill as being opposed to our free consti- 


tution, and liberty and justice, and so forth; 
aud not jess at the opposilion given to this 
bill by those who supported a former one 
of the same tendency. If this bill were aa 
infringment on the rights of the people, 
that was so also; if this were a refuge for 
the volunteers, that likewise possessed the 
same character. It was no disparagement 
to so numerous a body as the volunteérs, to 
suppose that they were not all animated by 
the ardour of patriotism; every man who 
had at all attended to the philosophy of the 
human mind, must be convinced of the 
variety of feelings by which it was actuated; 
and to provide against any defection in this 
useful institution, the new project now re- 
commended was designed. It had been 
intimated, that there was. no. necessity for 
the bill, because the immediate danger was 
over. Who could look to the posture of 
Europe at this day, and say the times were 
not perilous! Was the calamity of the hour 
only to be regarded, and-were we not te 
look to future exigencies? He admitted that 
the volunteers had been the salvation of 
the country, but was no diversion of the 
accumulated power of France against these 
islands now to be appreengen | Were we 
wholly insensible to the vast augmentation 
of the power of the enemy? Was Bonaparte 
so diligently employed in making kings, that 
he never turned his thoughts to unmaking 
kings? We used to think the wooden walls 
of old England were sufficient for her de- 
fence; wisdom had exploded this prejudice, 
and we were now to resort to additional 
means of protection. With this view the 
object of the bill. was not to reduce the 
volunteers, but to do what was subsidiary 
to that resource. It was the grossest mis- 
construction both of the intentions of the 


right hon. gent. and of parliament, to con- 
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clude that the volunteer system was to be 
abolished. The act to which he had allud- 
ed of 1800, said, that if persons would | 
volunteer, the statute should not take effect 
in the district where the people so far ac- 
commodated themselves to the designs of 
government: they came forward under their 
own officers, and they were accepted by 
the crown. Was it to be then said, that 
because the king had acceded to such pro- 
‘posals, ministers were pledged not to adept 
the present measure on the broad ground 
of political necessity. As to the volunteer 
bill, this was its auxiliary ; so also it was to 
the regulations for limited service. If the 
volunteers were better disciplined than the 
corps under this bill, the terms under which 
these were engaged were more convenient 
to the public service; but the great recom- 
mendation of the plan was, that it would 
immediately train a large body of men, and 
by the succession contrived it would in time 
instruct in the use of arms the whole popu- 
Yation of the empire. It had been said, 
that danger was to be apprehended from 
calling out the population of the refuse of 
the capital. If any such danger really ex- 
isted, it was easy to avoid it, by not requir- 
ing the services of those who were unfit to 
Be entrusted with arms in‘their hands. All 
the arguments that were resorted to with | 
reference to the peasantry of the Tyrol, as | 
far as they went, were clearly in favour of 
the present bill; but a fair comparison, in 
such a case, could not easily be drawn be-| 
‘tween the subjects of an arbitrary govern- 
ment and those of a free monarchy. It’ 
‘was said, that to draft the men raised under | 
this bill into the regiments, was obnoxious. 
Yn case of invasion the king could order 
man to take the field; was it then to. 
be said, that it was improper, under such a 
contingency, that those levies should be 
employed where they could be most useful? 
sad wae it to be supposed, that on such an. 
eccasion the people of this country of righit 
und liberty, would not be anxious to stand. 
forward m the defence of all that was’ 
valuable to themselves and their posterity? 
‘This bill has been erroneously represented 
as not recognizing the volunteers, like the. 
former: it said, in the most’ distinct man-. 
‘ner, that if a man be a volunteer, or shall, 
become one, he shall not serve under it: it 
not only recognized the volunteers, but in- 
dicated the wish of the legislature, that 
their number should be augmented. Some 
‘allusion to words used by the right hon. 
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gent. (Mr. Windham), been irregularly 
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adverted ‘to ; but, whatever were the tenng 
enyployed, looking to the measures of min. 
isters, it wats clearly their intention to favour 
the volunteer system; and with this view, 
if any were not pleased with the society 
they met with under the present measure, 
they might select their own corps of volun. 
teers, and remove the objection. If the 
voluuteers, in the event of invasion, were 
to be put on garrison duty, how were the 
ranks to be filled up in the army, after a 
destructive engagement, more advantage. 
ously than by such a resource as was 
vided by this bill? He weuld defy any man 
to discover an expedient that could mor 
effectually answer this end. The island 
had alone been preserved by the successive 
measures adopted: this was one of the 
most valuable, and the enemy would aban: 
don all future hope of subduing our terri- 
tory, when they saw an armed and discipline 
ed nation ready to present their bodies 
asa rampart for its defence. It was upoa 
these ground that he approved of this bill, 
whether he looked at the immediate or the 
remote effect, and he was sensible that the 
labourer or the artisan would not in such 
a pursuit regard the shilliags and six- 
pences he should lose in substracting a few 
days from his ordimary occupations. He 
was not at all apprehensive of any jealousies 
tween the volunteers and these new levies; 
they were admirably adapted to harmonize 
with, and assist each other; and with a 
proper attention to call forth the strength 
and spirit of the country, he trusted that, 
under Providence, no buman power could 
endanger our security and independence. 
Mr. Secretary Windham said, that one 
of the principal impstations of blame to 
him urged by the : rs of this measure 
was, that he had not mtroduced it to the 
house or commenced the debate with & 
speech explanatory of his own views of it 
at large; but to do this, he must have re- 
peated every speech he had made upon 
this topic m the course of the last 3 years. 
Another objection urged against him was, 
that he had on various occasions under 
valued, and treated with contempt, the 
that this ‘bill was 
to supersede them altogether. The ‘first 
part of the charge he utterly denied, and 
declared it was his wish, often repeated, 
that the volunteers should continue: 
this bill, so far from ‘being calculated, or 
intended to supersede the volunteer system, 
had for its object merely 'to render ‘the vo- 
Junteers that which they were originally in- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
ii 
ij 
i 
| 
| 


RS 


~ 


_ establishment, namely, a body of men serv- 


‘which those very gentlemen had voted, and 


going to abolish the volunteer system, went 
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tended to be, according to the principle 
avowed by those who first proposed their 


ing their country at their own expence. 
Another objection to this bill was, that its | 
principle was compulsory, and therefore re- 
pugnant to the feelings of Englishmen. 
But gentlemen who used this argument, 
seemed to forget that there was such a 
thing existing m this country as a militia 
force, entirely mustered and recruited up- 
on the same principle, namely, by ballot, 
which he always understood'to be a com- 
pulsory principle; and that the army of 
reserve, and the former training bill, for 


who were now so much shocked at the idea 
of compulsion, were carried on upon the 
very same compulsory principle of ballot ; 
aut without compulsion, and expence, 
which was another objection to the bill, he 
should be glad to know how it was possible 
to have any public force in the country? 
Another objection to the bill was, that its 
principle was unjust, oppressive, and a vio- 
lation of a positive contract entered into by 
parliament and the country; namely, that 
if they raised, in the several districts, a 
certain number of men, that they should 
be exempt from the operation of a some- 
what similar principle under a former bill: 
but he begged to know how such a contract, 
entered into under circumstances existing at 
that moment, was for ever after to tie up 
the hands of parliament, and prevent them, 
under any change of circumstances, from 
adopting measures absolutely necessary to 
save the country from destruction? Upon 
the whole, the right hon. secretary con- 
tended, that the present bill, so far from 


hand in hand with it, and was immediately 
calculated to keep it from going to pieces : 
and, in answer to the arguments of gentle- 
men deduced from his speeches uttered 3 
years ago, he asserted that the phrases at- 
tributed to him, as in ridicule or contempt 
to the volunteers, were unfounded or mis- 
represented. 

Mr. Canning reserved to himself the 
privilege of delivering his sentiments upon 
its principle, upon the report of the com- 
mittee.—The question was then put, and 
carried for the committal of the bill, with- 
out a division. The house accordingly 
went into a committee, and the chairman 
reported progress and obtained leave to 
sit again on Thursday.—Adjourned at 2 o’- 


clock on Wednesday morning. 
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HOUSE OF commons. 
Wednesday, June 25. 
fArrairs or INDrA—-First CHarcE 


‘AGAINST Marouis WELLESLEY.] Mr. 


Paull moved, that as the evidence ef the 
first charge against marquis Wellesley was 
on thetable, the charge should be prmted, 
in order to afford an opportunity of com- 
paring it with the charge. 

Sir A. Wellesley opposed the motion, 
and stated what the house had already 
done on the subject. The first resolution 
of the house for printing it had been re- 
scinded next day. The reasons were, that 
no evidence was then before the house, and 
also that a charge of such a nature should ° 
net be eventually circulated through the 
country, before the house could take it into 
consideration. It did not appear that the 
house would be able to enter into this 
charge during the present session. He 
could not, therefore, see any benefit that 
would arise from printing it, while the cha- 
racter of his noble relative might, in the 
mean time, receive essential injury. . 

Lord A. Hamilton contended that the 
house was now in a different situation from 
what it had been formerly in, when it re- 
solved that the charge should not be print 
ed. It seemed then to be agreed, that the 
proper time for printing it would be when 
the evidenee was before the house; and 
now that the principal papers were before 
them, it was proper that they should be 
fully enabled to compare the evidence with 
the charge. 

Mr. ose was of opinion, that the house 
would derive no advantage from printing 
the charge at present, while the character 
of the noble lord might receive no trifling 
injury fron its circulation during the recess. 
of parliament. 

The Marquis of Douglas supported the 
motion, and took that opportunity of de- 
elaring that he saw nothing in the charge 
but what was supported by the papers be- 
fore the house. 

Mr. Windham asked what was the rea- 
son for printing papers at all? Was it not 
for the use of the members? And the more 
numerous and complicated .these papers 
were, it became the tore important that 
the charge which they were prodaced to 
support, should also be printed, that the 
house might be fully able to compare the 
one with the other. It had been said, that 
false impressions would be produced; but 
he did net see mueh danger of that. A 
great deal of evidence had already been 
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produced in defence of the noble lord, and 
more was on the point of being so; the 
dauger of ex parte representation would 
therefore be much diminished. The sooner 
the house had the charge in their hands, 
and the longer it was in their possession, 


the better able would they be to come to a 


proper decision upon it. i 

Lord Castlereagh saw no possible benefit 
to any one from printing the charge. 
Tt would be a source of much hardship to 
the noble lord to have it printed. Much of 
the evidence for the defence was not yet 


before the house. 


Lord H. Petty thought no inconvience or 
prejudice could arise to the noble marquis 
from printing the charge. There was much 
more reason for not printing the evidence than 
for not printing the charge when the evi- 
dence was printed. The probable delay of 
the consideration of the charge till the next 
‘session was rather a reason for printing it, 
that gentlemen might make themselves fully 
masters of the case. 

Mr. Bankes thought the charge ought 
not to be printed while the evidence was so 
imperfectly before the house, and when the 
charge could not be considered till next ses- 


sion. 


_ Mr. Grant observed, that the eyes of 
India, and of the empire in general, were 
fixed upon the conduct of the house in this 


business. With regard to the objections 
urged against the publication of ex parte 
statements, he was surprised at the quarter 
from whence they proceeded. For he 
would ask, whether various papers and ex 
parte statements were not circulated by the 
friends of the noble marquis, though not 
among-the public, yet among those who 
were to decide upon the great question to 
which the motion before the house referred? 

Dr. Laurence considered the grounds of 
opposition to this motion as of a most ex- 
traordinary nature. The charges against 


Mr. Hastings had, it was well known, re- 


mained on the table and were printed above 
18 months before they were taken into 
consideration; and yet it was now argued, 
that the charge before the house should not 
be printed until the shortest possible time 
before the house should be called on to 
decide upon it. But no one attempted to 
argue in this way excepting those who, he 
had no hesitation in saying, were the avowed 
friends, supporters, and advocates of the 
noble marquis; and would the house allow 
itself to bé dictated to by them? If so, 


~ there must, of course, be an end to all 


hopes of justice in the case. He appre- 
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hended that if the advice of the noble © 
marquis’s connections were attended to, the 
day of judgement would never come, als 
though, strange to tell, those connections 
were sometimes heard calling out for a 
speedy trial. To-night, however, their lan. 
age was, that it would be absurd to | 
think of going into any of the charges until 
the next session. 

Mr. W. Pole pledged himself to this fact, 
that not one word had been written or 
printed by marquis Wellesley or his friends 
relating to the first charge against that no. 
ble lord. 

Mr, Sheridan thought the charge ought 
not to be printed until all the evidence 
should be before the house. Nor would 
this delay be attended with any inconveni- 
ence, for he presumed that all the evidence 
required on both sides had already been 
moved for. At any rate the printing need 
not be deferred till the next session, for on. 
the very last day of the session an order 
might be made to print and deliver papers 
to the members even during the time that 
the house was not sitting. 

Mr. Paull was at a loss to conceive why 
the friends of marquis Wellesley were so 
averse from allowing this charge to be print.’ 
ed, when in fact there was not a single al- 
legatic.s contained in it which was not also 
contained in a paper above 10,000 copies 
of which had been circulated by order of 
the court of East India proprietors. Whiat- 
ever night be the decision of the house on 
the subject of marquis Wellesley’s conduct, 
a decision had taken place elsewhere. In 
a court of proprietors a motion, whieh was — 
stated at the time by the friends of the no- 
ble-lord to convey censure on him, was car- 
ried by a majority of 960 to 170, and of 
23 directors to 1! 

Mr. Johnstone recommended the hon. 
gent. who had just sat down to agree to the 
proposition of the right hon. gent. who had 
preceded him. The object of the motion 
which he had made in the court of East 
India proprietors, and to which the hon. 
gent. had alluded, was not to criminate 
marquis Wellesley, but simply to express 
his sense of the manly and laudable conduct 
of the Court of Directors. 

Lord Folkestone urged the immediate 
printing of the charge. 

Lord H. Petty finding that the sense of 
the house seemed to be, that it would be 
more fair to defer printing the charge until 
the whole of the evidence was before them, 
thought it most advisable to move the pre- 
vious question; which was agreed to. — 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Mrvores.] ‘The judges attended. in 
pursuance of the order of the house, to 
deliver their opinions on questions put to 
them, relative to the appeal, Lucina. v. 
Crawford. This case arose out of a po- 
licy of assurance, effected by the. com- 
missioners for the management of Duteh 
property, detained under certain circum- 
stances in the year 1795, on certain de- 
tained Dutch vessels and cargoes, on their 
voyage fromst. Helena to this country ,some 
‘of which vessels were afterwards lost, and 
an action'bronght by the commissioners 
‘on the policy to recover an average loss. 
‘The cause, after being litigated in the 
courts below, was brought up by appeal 
to the house.of lords, where, after counsel 
had been heard on both sides, 8 question: 
-were propounded to the judges for their 
‘opinion. on points of law arising out of 
the case. The main question, to which the 
‘others’ were in some measure subordinate, 
-was,in substance, whether the commission- 
ers had a legal interest in the property, on 
its voyage from st. Helena, so as to enable 
‘them to effect a legal and: valid policy of 
insurance thereon. Upon these questions 
the judges commenced the delivery of 
their opinions seriatim. Mr. baron Gra. 
ham first delivered his opinion, which was 
'asto the question of interest, that the com- 
‘missioners had a sufficient interest in the 
‘property to enable them to effect a legal 
-and yalid policy. Mr. justice Chambr: 
“was decidedly of opinion, on the contrary. 
that the commissioners had ne such inte- 
‘Test ; that they had no interest in the pro- 
-perty, either in possession, reversion, or 
‘expectancy, in the legal sense of those 
words; that the most it amounted to was 
‘a naked expectation that the property on 
its arrival in this country might come un- 
‘der their management, and that upon the 
‘same principle they might have insured 
-every Dutch ship in the Dutch ports, in the 
expectation of their being detained by 
‘British vessels and brought into the ports 
-of this country. 
Lord Walsingham then moved to post- 
‘pone the further delivery of the opinions 
_ ~Of the judges \till Monday next, which was 
agreed to, wis 
{inpia—Recar or sir G. Bartow. 
“Lord Melville rose and. stated that he 
ocame dowa to the house with the. in- 
tention of putting a question to a no. 
lord (Minto) had.he seen him in his 
Vou, VII, : 


' 


.puc a question to. him, for the pu 
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place; relative to the dispatches which had 
just beem received from India. He was 
impressed with ‘an opinion that ministers 
were not fully aware of the natare of 


those dispatches, and: the consequences 
‘which might) probably result from them. 


If he saw the noble: lord whom he alluded 
to, in the house to-morrow, he would then 
se of 
ascertaining what were the ultimate inten- 
tions of his majesty’s government as to the 
recal of sir George Barlow. ‘It would 
depend on the answer he should receive, 
whether he should, or not, give notice ofa 
motion on this subject on Monday, He 
did not wish to be considered as now giv- 


,ing any notice of a motion, and repeated, 


that whether he should do so, would de- 
pend on the answer he might receive to his 
intended question. {X19 20 

anv 


TERY Bits.) oOn the question for the 


third reading of the Temple-Bar and Snow. 
Hill Lottery bill, 
The Duke of Norfolk rose, and ex- 
pressed a variety of objections against 
themeasure. The bill in questiow arose 
out. ef circumstances which had no- 
thing to do with the real principle of a lot. 
tery, and would go to extend an injurious 
spirit of gaming among all ranksof people, 
Uhere were now noless than three regular: 
state lotteries, which the exigencies of the . 
state, and the financial benefits derived 
‘therefrom, were grounds for tolerating. 
There were, however, other grounds, but 
of rare occurretice, on which he deemed 
an expedient of the kind not objectionable, 
He meant, in cases of rare or costly works 
of art or ingenuity, where the parties were 
uot able to procure a sale or market for 
them, save by an extiaordinary or pect 
liar measure of this nature. But, to ena- 
ble persons who speculated in buildings, 
aud which they might not be able, from 
a variety of circumstances, to dispose of, 
to come forward to parliament for alot. 
tery to assist them, was what he could not 
approve of. The caseof Mr. alderman Boy- 


| deli’slottery being one upon the rarely- 


occurring principle he had alluded to,he of- 
fered noobjection to it, but the preseat mea- 
sure was one ofa very dillerent description. 
His grace then adverted to. some points — 
which had transpired in the committee on 
the bill ; and proceeded to observe, that 
the present bill would almost to a certaia. 
ty, generatea future application for ano- 


ther iewery, inasmuch as it was intended 
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'to extend these improvements ‘to the 
south side of St. Clement’s church, which 
- mow were only carried into effect on 
‘the north. the whole, he saw 
‘no.adequate grounds for the parties co- 
aiming forward to parliament for a lottery, | 
‘in the present case. He would, therefore, 
give his negative to the measure. 
’. The Lord Chancellor, much as her es- 
pected whatever fell from his noble friend, 
-certainly differed from him materially, on 
the present occasion ; the lottery proposed 
by the present bill, was undoubtedly one 
of that description, in which the lower or- 
-ders of the people could not venture, and 
_ therefore it was impossible it could operate 
injuriously with respect to them. On the 
contrary,those who would speculate in the 
lottery proposed by the bill in question, 
or were persons of some property or sub- 
stance; engaged in some beneficial branch’ 
-of trade. With respect to what the poble, 
duke observed relative to lotteries in fa- 
vour of the disposal of rare and costly 
-works-of art, he cordially agreed with his 
‘noble friend. In the case of the Boydells, 
-for instance, in the then state of things, 
‘there was no hope whatever for a mart or 
issue for'such articles, particularly upon 
‘the continent, where many of the prints 
or pictures used to be disposed of at the 
' great fairs. As things then stood, they 
‘might as well expect to sell so many cob- 
webs, as pictures. Jt was, therefore, ne- 
cessary to have recourse to the expedient 
of a lottery to enable the worthy prepric- 
| tors todispose of the valuable articles allud- 
_ed to. With respect to the case of Bowyer’s 
History of England, the principle was the 
‘same. The history of such a country as 
England must be valuable; and to have 
that -history illustrated in the splendid 
_manner of the history alluded to, highly 
desirable. To a certainextent, this prin- 
ciplecertain}y applied to buildings, in cases 
where great improvements, or ornamental 
_ decorations were included. In the present 
»@ase both these estimable objects were 
united. The speculation was entered’ 
_ into with sucha share and mixture of pub- 
lic spirit,as did the projectors great credit. 
_ Mauch of. what the parties had to complain 
_ of arose from the sudden breaking out of 
. the war, by which the prices of all mate- 
» Flals were greatly increased, and those of 
labour in a still higher proportion; so that 
_ it was impossible the parties could go. on, 
without plunging into the gulph of bank. 


to his noblefriend, whether he would car. 
ry his disapprobation so far, as not to ” 
yield to the consideration of unavoidable 
‘circumstances ; besides the bill had been 
sent up from the commons, and had passed 
through every stage among their lordships, 
save this very last. He would again sub- 
mit to the noble duke, whether it would 
not be better to consider the observations 
he had made as a kind of caveat in future 
‘against applications of -the kind, from 
mistaken or interested speculations ? 
The ruin of the parties might be the con. 
sequence of the rejection of the bill; of 
men who had come forward with a degree 
of public spirit, inan undertaking tending 
to improve and beautify two important 
avenues in this great metropolis, and which 
circumstance redounded to their honour, 
For his part at his advanced time of life 
he should rather wish to see these improve. 
ments hastened than retarded, in order 
that he might see some of them carried to 
perfection. On the whole, his sentiments 
of the measure were such, as fully to jus. 
tify him in urging their lordships to pass 
the bill, 
‘The question was then put and the bill 
read a third time. ! 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, June 26. 

[Minvures.] Mr 5S, Le Fevre presented 
three petitions from the inhabitants of 
Brighthelistone,. in favour of the bill for 
constructing a Jetty or Jetties near that 
town.—Mr. ‘Tierney presented a petition — 

from the Butchers and Farmers, within fif- 
teen miles of the metropolis, against the 
Hide and Skin Regulation bill.—On_ the 
motion of sir J. Newport the Irish Re. 
venue Jurisdiction bill was read a 2d 
time.—On the motion of sir J. Newport 
the Irish Distillery bill went through a 
committee.—On the motion of the lord 
Advocate of Scotland, it was ordered that 
,the house should to-morrow resolve it- 
self into a committee on the report of 
the committee of the @2ist of July 
1803, relative to the Bell Rock Light- 
house in Scotland.—Mr. Grenfell present- 
ed a petition from the London Assurance 
Company. against the bill for the incor- 
oration of the Globel nsurance Company. 
Referred to the committee on the said 


bill.—Mr. Calcraft obtained leave to 
bring in a bill. to make compensation to 
the proprietors of certain lands at Chat- 


Un these grounds, he submitted 


ham, Warley Common, qnd Woolwich, 


| 
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which had been occupied for the purposes 
of his majesty’s orduance. Mr. C. im- 


mediately brought up the bill, which was- 


read a first time.—Mr, King brought up 
a bill to amend the Post Office acts ; 
which was read a first time.—Mr. Hob- 
house brought up the report of the com- 
mittee ou the bill for regulating the office 
of the Receiver General of the Post Of- 
fice, which was agreed to.—Mr. Rose 
resented a petition from the ‘Trustees of 
the British Museum, praying aid to com- 
plete the purchase of Mr. ‘Townley’s Col. 
lection, and. to finish the buildings now 
erecting for the use of that institution. . 
[Vorunreens.] Mr. C. Wynne said, 
that in consequence of something he had 
heard was. mentioned in the house yes. 
terday, he thought it necessary to state, 
that no communication whatever was made 
to the volunteers from the executive go- 
vernment since the Ist of Feb. last, and 
that there existed no disposition what- 
ever to. withhold any information that 
might be -desired upon the subject. 
Fvery paper that had been ordered, was 
already before the 4rouse ; and if the hon. 


gent. who alluded to this subject yester- | 


day, thought proper to mave for others, 
they would, if forthcoming, be immedi- 
ately. granted. Here the hon. member 
read the papers relative to the volunteers, 
which had been written from the Secretary 
of State’s Office since Jan. last ; and ex- 
pressed his readiness to accede to any mo- 
tion that might be made for their produc. 


. tion. The. hon. member took notice of 


the order for regular returns from the 
several. Volunteer corps, with which-order 
the corps under the command of the hon. 
gent. had not complied; and before the 
hon. gent. had ventured to charge a public 
officer with neglect of duty, he ought to 


have taken care, if not to perform his own 


publicduty, atleast to be better inform- 
ed as to the attention of others to that 
point. 

Mr. Bastard disclaimed the intention of 
imputing any neglect to the officer to whom 
the hon. member alluded ; the hon. gent. 
would be glad to have all the volunteers on 
the same establishment, and therefore did 
not object to the proposed change. As to the 
Teturns which ought to have been madefrom 
‘the corps under his command, he had to state 
that although the commander of sor 6 
battalions, he left altogether the drawing 
of pay and the making of returns to the 
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ing himself unable to attend to such things, 
from his counection with the militia, with — 
whom he generally was out of the county. 
in which the volunteers alluded to were’ 
stationed. The hon.. gent. concluded. 
with moving for Copies of the Letters ad-. 
dressed by Mr. Smyth, of the Secretary of 
State’s Office, to Mr. Moore, of the War 
Office, dated Jan. 27, and Feb. 1; and 
also of that addressed by earl Spencer to, 
the Secretary at War, in March last.—- — 
The two first letters were ordered, and 
upon the motion being put as to the last, _ 
_ Mr. Bastard expressed a hope that the — 
volunteers would know ere long, upon 
what footing they were to stand, as much. 
confusion resulted from the uncertainty in 
which they were at present placed. Jn- ~ 
deed the evil was such, that he could with 
difficulty contrive to keep quiet the corps 
over which he had any influence, until their _ 
fate should be known. Perhaps this un« 
easiness might have arisen from misrepre- 
sentation, but certainly the regulations 
respecting the: volunteers ought to be © 
announced with all convenient expedi- 
tion. 
Mr. C. Wynne was surprised thatany 
such uncertainty sheuld prevail, as the — 
hon. gent. alluded to. For it was ale 
ready very explicitly declared, that among — 
that great majority of the volunteers, who 
were on the August allowance, no change 
whatever had taken place, excepting the 
reduction of the drill serjeant’s pay. And 
as to those on the June allowaaces, the 
intended change was very fully under- 
stood. With regard to the other point in 
the hon. gents’. speech upon the subject of ° 
the future regulations of the volunteers, _ 
they were of course to act upon the re. 
gulations at present existing, until the 
new regulations were communicated to 
them. ‘These new regulations were al- 
ready in a very forward train, and would 
be sent to the several corps as soon as 
they could be prepared. Upon the con- 
duct of the hon. gent. or his corps, he 
meant to make no other remark than was 
warranted:.by fact, As to drawing for 
pay, he could not say that the hon, gents’. 
sub-commanders had neglected their duty | 
upon that point, nor, indeed, did he ever 
hear of any volunteer officers who were - 
at all remiss in drawing for pay, but he 
was enabled to state from papers he held 
in his hand, that notwithstanding the at- 
most endeavours on the part of the se- 


Sommanders of the several battalions,hebe- | cretary of state's office, and frequent eX~ 
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to make the regular returns four times a 
year, no return had been made from the 
corps under the hon. gent.s”cOmmand, on 
any of the quarters ‘ending in the months 
of Aug. Dec. or April last. 


Mr. Long asked the hon. get. if he: 
was competent to answer, whether it was- 
meant that if any of the corps upon the 


August allowance should be reduced in 


number, they would be at liberty to ad- 


thitnew members, under the same regu- 
lations as forfterly ? 
Mri C. Wynne answered, certainly, 
until fresh regulations should be madeout. 
+The motion was then agreed to.’ 


Laws } The Solicitor’ 


General rose, pursuant to notice, to move 
for leave to bring in a bill to alter and 


amend the Bankrupt Laws, or rather, he 


. said, more correctly speaking, to remove 
certain defects in those laws. It was by 
no means his intention to attempt the 
amendment. of the whole ofthe law upon 
this subject. but to remove certain great 
defects, the mischievous consequences of 
which were every day observed, and most 
Séinsibly felt by all who had any oppor- 
tunity of considering the question. His 
object at present simply was, to introduce 
some regulations which were obviously 
necessary. According to the existing 
‘Banktupt law, any acts done or debts 
‘contracted by the bankrupt, in the course 
‘of the. pefiod which intcrvened ‘between 
‘the committal of the aet of bankruptcy 
‘and the. taking out of the commission, 


‘was, as it atiected the creditors, complete-. 


Fyannulled. The evils resulting from this 
Provision were of the most serious nature ; 
for it often happened thata bankrupt had 


‘sold a‘réal estate, and received the money. 


for it, after the committal of an act of 
barikruptey, and yet, unless according to 
‘the act of the 21st of James ‘I. such sale 
‘had taken place 5 years before the com- 
“Mission was taken out, the purchaser was 
‘“deptived of his purchase, and it became 
“the property of the assignees of the bank- 
‘yapt. Another ‘evil resulting from ‘the 
~present'law ‘was, that if money was: lent 
‘to - bankrupt at any time during the pe- 
“yiod just referred: to, such money ‘was 
“Fiable to be distributed among. the ‘credi- 
tors, and the Jender was not, any more 
'than‘the purchaser of the estate, allowed 
~evén the small consolation of receiving a 
“dividend, or any “portion of his money 
“fromthe baikrnpt’s eflccts, nor had he, 
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indeed, any remedy at all. The learned 
gent. referred to the acts which it was hig 
object te amend ; and proceeded to ob., 
serve upon their nature, the principal of. 
all which was to protect the «debts of a/ 
bona fide creditor’s bankrupt. - That act 
the house must be fully. aware, which in 
law was an act of bankruptcy, was by no; 
means.an act of notoriety, Nor even such. 
generally as a-creditor could by the utmost 
vigilance contrive to know. In most cas. 
es, indeed, it was an act known only to 


| the bankrupt himself, or any of ‘his. sers, 


vants, who by his direction denied his’ 
being at “~home upon a creditor's calling: 
for-him.. Why then, the learned gent, 
asked, should such mischiefs as those ‘he 
had described be allowed to accrueto inea 
liable to deal with a bankrupt under such: 
circumstances? and why should their igs 
norance of an event, which it was almost 
impossible for them to know, be permits 
ted to involve the forfeiture of their just 
claims? But these were not all the. evils 
-which the present law produced ; for it 
was not less severe against the bankrupt 
himself than it was against his creditors, 
The avowed principle of the bankrupt 
law was, that when a bankrupt gave 
all his property he should be: discharged 
from all his debts: but by the law as it 
now stood, that principle was not acted 
upon ; for the bankrupt’s total releasé. 
from the commission did not protect him 
from those debts which he might, ‘perhaps 
unknowingly, have contracted after ‘the 
committal of the act of bankruptcy which 
led to such commission ; théréfore’ the 


| bankrupt was placed in the extraordinary 


situation of being called upon to pay that 
which he could have no property to pay; 
unless he were guilty uf an act of felony. = 
‘What he had already stated the learned 
‘gent. conceived quite enough to impress 
‘upon the house the necessity of amending 
this law: ‘But there was a still greater evil 
than any he had mentioned, produced by 
the present system. If after a commission 
‘had been taken out, an act of bankruptcy 
‘was proved anterior to that upon which 
the commission was grounded, ‘all the 
‘proceedings of such commission were void, 
and the commission was ‘superseded. ‘If 
‘consequence of which the assignees, ‘whe 
were made responsible for all the ‘bawk- 
tupt’s property they possessed, or hag 
‘previously sold, ‘were placed in a sita- 

ation of extreme ‘hardship. 1t had not 


“unfrequently hnppened, and- indeed, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 


$41) 


anterior acts of bankruptcy were kept 


ed against . this suggestion arising out of 
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the course of his own experience, he had | 
known an instance in which a first, second, , 
and even a third commission had been set: 
aside in this way. In that instance, as no 
doubt in ethers, the object was to defeat 
the proceedings taken against the bank- 
rupt, by whom, with that intention, the 


back. If then in addition to the injuries. 
thus arising to the bankrupts, the assignees 
and the creditors, one considered the 
enormous expence of actions depending on 
the committal of acts of bankruptcy, the 
amount of the bankrupt’s property dis- 
sipated in such actions, and with no other 
object in general than mere litigation, it 
was impossible not to feel astonished that 
the law should have been suflered to re- 
main so long in its present state. Three 
modes were suggested, the learned gent. 
stated, of remedying the evils complained 
of: the first was, entirely to abolish» one 
of the.great principles- of the present 
bankrupt. Jaws, namely, that no man 
should be considered & bankrupt.aintil the 
time at which the commission should -be 
taken out. But various objections offer- 


the expedients notoriously resorted to by 
bankruptsfraudulently disposed. Another 
provision was recommended, that no com- 
mission should be granted unless the act 
of bankruptey alleged by the petitioning 
ereditor had takep placea certain time 
before-the commission, according to the 
advice of some, three or six months. But 
to this recommendation he knew of seve- 
ral objections, which urged at least the 
propriety of a much greater distance of 
time. When it was considered how re- 
luctantly. creditors in general took out a 
commission of baukruptcy, how frequent- 
ly they granted a deed of trust in order 
to avvid ‘bringing expeuce and trouble 
upon themselves, or disgrace and ruin up- 
on ‘the bankrupt, and when it was recol- 
lected that those deeds were often pro- 
tracted much longer than six:mouths, he 
trusted the house would 'feel that no such 
period ought to be ‘fixed. But although 
great inconvenience ‘and injustice might 
‘result from such-an arrangement, still the 
law'was not to be left -asit stood. Itap- 
‘peared to him, that without fixing any 
‘period upon this point, dona fide debts 
‘contracted by the bankrupt at-any time 
‘before the commission, should be recover- 
from “the. efiects of «the bankrupt, 


‘difference of opinion. 
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notwithstanding any previous act of~ 
bankruptcy. ‘I'his seemed to be the only 
remedy fairly applicable to that. part ‘of : 
the law, namely, that all honest debts: 
contracted, all payments made, all convey 

ances and engagements entered into by the: 
bankrupt, should be good and valid, note. 
withstanding any previous act of bankrupt.s 


_cy, provided the person or persons entering 


into such contracts or lending such money: 
to the bankrupt, should have no notice ef. 
such act of bankruptcy, or knowledge of- 
the bankrupt’s insolvency. He proposed» 
too, that as to such debts, the bankrupt’s: 
certificate should be a protection, as. com: 
plete as with regard to any debts claimed: 
under the commission... Another object: 


-of the bill he meant to bring forward would. 


be, that no commission of bankruptey. 
should be superseded in consequence ‘of. 
previous acts of bankruptcy. done-by the 
bankrupt: and also, that debts contracte’ 
ed by the bankrupt, which were not pay-, 
able until after the commission was taken. 


out, should be provable under the com. 


mission, whether they were simple debts. 
or those for which securities‘were given. 
The learned gent, concluded with observ; 
ing. that these were the only objects which 
the bill he proposed’to bring forward had. 
in view.-—Leave was accordingly given to 
bring im the bill. 
{Irisu Poor Retrer Brew.) Sir J. 
Newport brought in this bill, and moved: 
that it be. read a first time. 
Mr. Bagwell thanked the right hop. 
baron;t for his perseverance this: 
bill, but apprehended. there was a -point 
or two in which they might have some, 
As the law was 
already, grand juries had the power to, 
raise 4001. on counties, and 2001. on cities;:. 
the consequence of which was, that im. _ 
those counties which had cities, there were 
houses of industry, supported by the ag-. 
gregatesum ; but, in those-counties whigh 
had no cities, the contrary was the case 5. 
and ‘he, therefore, hoped, that power 
would be given to the grand juries,of the, 
latter, to make up that deficiency,-as many 
of the counties so situated in Ireland, pose. 
sessed more opulence than some of those 
which had cities. From-the time that-this, 
assessment of JOO]. upon counties ‘was first: 
granted for the poor, it had never -beem 
increased, although. for other purposes,’ 
tates had been made tothe amonat of, 
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were so anxious to have provision made 
for the poor, that. houses were built by 
private subscriptions, rising in a grada~ 
tion of from one to 100 guineas. It should 
be remembered, that there were no poor 
laws in Ireland, and ‘he hoped it would 
remain so, for ‘the country was too poor 
to suppert the extravagance of them. 

Mr. Foster considered this as a law pro- 
fessing to assist that of 1772, for taking 
up idle persons, and obliging them to 
work. That act was only carried into 
execution in Dublin, where there was now’ 
the sum of 20,0001. paid annually for the 
support of. vagabonds ; and Dublin being 
considered as-the centre, all the other 
‘counties entirely neglected them. If the 
bill was, as he supposed, intended to com- 


pel grand juries to extend their powers in. 


this respect, he should vote against it, and 
particularly, as he thought it by far too 
late in thej session to press a measure 
which had before been so frequently agi- 
tated and rejected in the Irish parliament. 

Mr. Bagwell said, there were houses of 
industry in other places besides Dublin, 
but. that they were supported by private 
subscription, — 

Sir J. Newport explained, that if the 
right hon. gent. attended to the. bill, he 
would find it expressly provided, that one 
half of the houses should be appropriated 
to the correction of vagabonds and sturdy 
beggars, and the other half to the relief 
of the needy poor. 
was also wrong in supposing that this was 


the first time of levies for this purpose 


being made compulsory upon grand juries, 
of which he quoted two or three instances, 
and’ the only compulsion was on the 
counties which had houses of industry, 
to maintain them. As to the charge 
of bringing it forward so late in. the. 
session, he appealed to the recollection 
ef members, whether he had not made 
the same proposition last year. ~ In the 
early part of this session, he was, fora 
time, kept out of his seat, by what he 
must consider a very improper proceeding. 


Since then, his time had been fully occu. . 


pied, as would be proved: by the great 
mass of business he had already brought 


‘forward; and, late as it might be, he hoped | 


he should.now be permitted to go on with 
@ measure, which he felt to be so essen- 
tial to-the welfare of his country. 

‘Mr. Alexander said, that however dis- 


agrecableit might be to oppose a measure, 
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the object of which was professed to be! | 
humane and charitable, he must object to 


‘all new and partial schenres, ‘as hitherto” 


the relief held out to one class of the poor: 
in lreland, fell heaviest on the other poor’ 
part of it. ‘The greatest part of the taxeg 
of the north of Ireland, was paid by peo. 
ple inhabiting houses of about 5), a year, 
and as no other property there but lands and 
houses contributed to the payment of the 
poor, he was desirous of having some more 
general measure. 

Mr. Parnell said, it was impossible to 
travel over the high roads in Ireland, 
without being sensible of the necessity of 
this measure; and as to the objection of. 
its falling heavy on the land owners ; they 


‘a description of persons that 


country best able to afford it.—The bill 
was then read a first time. 

[Training On the motion of 
Mr. Secretary Windham, the house went 
into a committee on this bill. ‘That clause 
being read which confined the operationg® 
the bill to England 

Mr. Yorke rose to express his opinion 
of it. He approved of the general princi 
ple of the bill, as far as it was similar to 
that which he had the honour to bring iv 
on a former occasion, and thought it, in 
the present state of Europe, of essential 
importance to the safety of the country. 
United with the militia, the men levied 
under this bill would form a second line to 
the regulars, should the enemy effect a 
landing. So much for the general princi« 
ple of the bill ; but it must undergo consi. 
derable modification, before it could ‘meet 
his entire approbation. He should afters 
wards shew, that, instead of confirming, it 
abridged the royal prerogative ; buat he 
should at present confine himself to that 
clause“ which limited its -operation to 
South Britain. Now he could see no rea 
son why Scotland should not be sub. 
ject to the same burden, and possessed of 
the same means of defence with England; 
He would therefore propose, that’ the’ 
words ‘“‘ Great Britain’ should be inserts 
ed instead of “* England.” 

Mr. Secretary Windham acknowledge 
that there was much weight in what the 
hon. member had observed, and that’ all’ 
must be agreed in distributing the burden, 
and defence as equally as possible. But he 


| should state the reasons which induced him 


to confine the present operation of the bill 
to England. - In the first place, to a great 
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art of that country, especially that part 
called the Highlands, the bill would not 
apply, and besides, from the general habits 
of the people, it was less necessary, In 
Scotland the people were also better train.’ 
ed and more military thaa here. The state 
of the volunteers was ‘superior, according 
tu what he had learned, not in point of 
numbers, for he did not know that.in this 
respect they excceded their proper propor- 
tion, but in point of discipline. 
came the objection. that the numbers of 
‘the volunteers would be much diminished 
by withdrawing - the June allowances. 
"Though gentlemen seemed to hold out such 
Consiilerations as these, somewhat in the 
| way ofa menace,yet he was willing to hope 
that this menace or expectation was ill- 
founded. | It ought to be considered, that 
if the allowance was diminished, the duty 
.was also diminished. ‘To that part of Scot- 
land, called the Lowlands, certainly the 
bill might be more applicable ; but still it 
was thought proper to try the experiment 
in England, and not to include Scotland in 
.the first instance. There might be reasons 
-why it should not extend to Scotland at all, 
though he rather thought it might at some 
‘future time ; but atal!l events it would be 
imprudent to extend it to Scotland now. 
Another reason was the advanced state of 
‘the session, when many gentlemen of that 
country were out of town, and, therefore 
he would oppose the amendment, 
Sir James Pulteney saw wo reason why 
the provisious of the billshould not extend 
‘to Scotland. Jt might not apply to the 
Highlands ; but why not extend it to the 
Lowlands, which was the more populous 
part of the country, and that part too 
which was most exposed to attacks from 
the opposite coast. He allowed the excel. 
-lence of the volunteers in that country, 
butit was to be considered, that on account 
_of the distance from the capital, there was 
but a small regular force kept there, and 
_therefore it ought to have the advantage of 
every other mode of defence, Whether 
. or not the volunteers would be diminished, 
he should not say, but he hoped that, 
whether the provisions of the bill were to 
be applied to Scotland this year or not, 
- they would be afterwards applied to it. 
Mr. Perceval observed, as to the point 
of the bill’s not being applicable to Scot- 
land, that the provisions of the bill of 1803 
had, in fact, extended to that country. 
The reasons given for not.extending this 


But then 


measure to Scotland were perfectly nuga- 
tory, for they would apply equally well 
to many parts of Wales, Cumberland, and 
Westmoreland, in the mountainous  dis- 
tricts of which the population, was -very 
much scattered. But at any rate there was 
no reason why the bill should not extend 
to the Lowlands of Scotland. Though the 
people might be more military and better 
trained, still the king ought to have the 
power of calling them out; and this he — 
might exercise according to his discretion, 
and exempt particular districts, as circam- 
stances should require. ‘There was no dif- 
ficulty in exccuting the militia laws in 
Scotland, and why should not this measure 
be extended to that country, whew the 
principle was the same? But then it had 
been said that the volunteers were in a 
better state there. It was certainly to be 
considered, that these were to be deprived 
of the June allowances, and scarcely any 
motive but theirzeal would remain to keep 
them together; and here the reasoning of 
the ministers themselves, that a varicty of 
motives, such as the ballot for the’ militia 
and the army of reserve, were necessary 
toinduce men to continue in these corps, 
might be turned against themselves, He 
would certainly, therefore, support the 
amendment. 

Colonel Wood observed, that the: mili, 
tia laws were new in Scotland, and had at 
first occasioned considerable dissatisfaction 
there. He thought, therefore, that it 
would be better to wait for another year, 
before the principle of this bill should be. 
extended to Scotland. 

Mr. Calcraft said, that his reason for not 
wishing ¢o extend the provisions of the bill 
to Scotland, in the first instance, was, 
that the experiment might not be tried on 
too great a surface, but that it ought to be 
contined to the country were it was most 
applicable. As to the act of 1803, it 
was to be considered that it had not been. 
‘carried into eflect; and it was question. 
able whether, at the time it was brougitiny 
it was intended to be carried into eitect. 

Mr. Bastard contended, that whatever 
might have fallen from the hon. secretary, 
the volunteers of fngland were not one jot 
behind those of Scotland either in discig 
-pline or in zeal, Besides, there was no cere 
tainty whatever of raising men under. the 
present bill. It was in fact a money bill, 
since upon paying a fine of 5], any man 


might be exempted from. its operation ; 
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and he- thought that, all who were by any 
means able to aliord it would rather pay 
the fine, This would make the bil! liable 
to the same objections as the parish .bill. 
Was not Scotland bound to bear a share in 
the general expence of the country, and 
why should a burden be imposed on this 
country from which Scotland was exemp- 
ted? He spoke with great warmth of the 
enthusiasm of the volunteers in that part 
of the country with which he was best ac- 
guainted, aid thought that,the defence of 
a4he country might safely intrusted 
to them. If the volunteers of Scotland 
were well disciplined, they had also been 
diberally paid, since a much greater number 
of corps had been there upon the June 
allowance, than in this country, 
» «Mr, Secretary Windham observed, that 
-gentleman argued as if he had said that the 
Jateness of the session precluded him from 
doing what he would otherwise have done. 
He had said no such thing, for though this 
might be a motive for the house to oppose 
the amendment, he allowed that it was no 
justification of ministers. But he had said, 
that at whatever time the measure might 
have been brought forward it ought not 
to apply, in the first instance, to Scotland. 
As to the general principle of applying to 
one part what was not applied to another, 
the: gentlemen on, the other sideought to 
think of their own practice, and not insist 
jon the principle of equality. too broadly, 
Decause in that view Ireland also ought to 
beineluded. There might be reasons why 
the, bill should not apply to Scotland for 
‘two or three years. Perhaps it might never 
apply, although he rather thought that it 
might some time hence. | The militia ballot 
too, was in force in: Scotland, and this 
ywaould be a motive for the volunteers to 
eontinve, in their corps. As the situation 
sof Scotland was not so favourable to this 
»bill, we might, in applying it, also lose the 
good will of the people. 


. Lord Castlereagh said, that the right 


hon. gent’s arguments did not appear at 
all satisfactory to his mind. If he wished 

«to make an-experiment merely, be should 
recommend it to him to try it on a much 
ymarrower scale, and to confine, for the 
-present, this boon of his to the county of 
Norfolk with which he was best acquaint- 
ed. As tolreland, no argument whatever 
could. be founded on its not being proper 
to. apply the bill to that country, in favour 
_of the exemption of Scotland, The state 


of the two countries were totally differeng, 
The circumstance of the militia-ballot be, 
ing still in force in Scotland. pointed ont 
to him a defect in the right hon. gent 


‘military system, of which he had not be 


fore been aware. The militia-ballot wa 
to be given up here because it injured the 
recruiting service. But now it appeared 
that it was still retained in that place 
where the recruiting could succeed best, 
He thought that both countries ought t 
be included in this bill. 

Mr. Whitbread contended that this bill 
was totally diferent from the parish Dill, 
in respect of fines, for the people were 
fined so enormously, that they could not 
pay, for not doing what they could not by 
any possibility perform. There were few 
labourers who would not choose rather 
to. be trained 24 days, with ts. a-day, 
than to pay 51. If gentlemen went ong 
principle of equality, the bill ought to ex. 
tend to Ireland ; there were reasons against 
this, and so there were for extending it to 
Scotland. He was of opinion that none 
of the volunteers of Scotland would with. 
draw themselves, on account of being de 
prived of the additional allowance. 

Mr. Bankes observed, that he had never 
heard a measure supported on such slen 
der grounds, or by so little good sense. 
The bill was to be considered both in the 
light of a benefit and a burden, and he 
could see no reason for confining its effects 
to one part of the country. With regard 
to the most extensive and populous. part 
of Scotland, whatever was applicable to 
England was also applicable to Scotland, 
As to the bill being a matter of experiment, 
he would ask, was a small surface selected, 
when it was proposed to extend the expe- 
riment to all Eagland? and why shonld 
England alone be selected for this experi- 
ment, which, if not found to auswer, was 
to be withdrawn, after the feelings of 
Englishmen had been sported with? Were 
we so vile and contemptible as to be called 
upon to bear this burden alone? From 


all he had heard of the volunteers of 


Scotland he was disposed to speak of them 
with respect, but it gave him pain to listen 
to the invidious and unfair comparison 
that had been made by a right hon. gent. 
this night. He would atk him, what he 


-had to complain of as to the zeal or disci 
pline of the volunteers of England? Qn 


the whole he thought, that Scotland, where 
the great body of the people had the saule 
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manners and habits with the people of this. 


country, should not be exempted from a 
burden which this country was to bear. 
With regard to the number of men that 
would come forward to be disciplined, he 
was not very sanguine on that point. It 
would be a material drawback with many, 
to consider that they were liable to be 
drafted into any regular regiment, for an 
unlimited period, as might happen to be 
the case under the bill, 
Colonel Eyre considered, that for a 
permanent military arrangement, there was 
too much ef severity in this system. ‘The 
people of England were ready to bear 
those hardships which appeared necessary, 
but not those burdens for which they 
could see no necessity. When there was 
a pressing danger, the volunteers appeared 
sufficient to meet it; and if there was any 
relaxation in their discipline, or deficiency 
in their numbers at the present time, it 
was merely because the dauger was less 


Mr. C. Wynne thought the provisions 
of the bill not applicable to Scotland at 
present. When it was now argued that 
this bill, by inflicting a fine, imposed a 
great barden on the people of England, he 
must beg leave to remind the right hon. 
gent. (Mr. Yorke) who brought in the 
other bill, that that was supported amerely 
by arguments on what was called the un- 
doubted prerogative of the crown, and that 
there were no means given of escaping its 
operation even upen the payment of a 
fine. It must, therefore, evidently appear 
that the former bill was a greater burden 
imposed upon the people of England. An 
hon. gent, was misfaken who supposed, 
that because the fines were remitted which 
were due in consequence of the parish bill, 
that, therefore, the fines must be remitted 
which would become due under this bill. 
The reason that the fines were remitted to 
the parishes on the former bill was, that it 
was conceived unjust that they should be 
fined for not raising men, when it was im- 
eae that they could have raised. them. 

abody, however, would say, that there 
was any impossibility to prevent the ser- 
viceof thase who should be balloted under 
the present bill. ; 

Lord Binning thought, that whatever 
there was of goad or of evil in the present 
bill, should be extendéd as well to Scot~ 
Jand as to England. He did not like a 


_ gratuitous and unnecessary distinction be- 


Vou. VII, 
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tween one part of G. Britain and theother. 


“He thought the principle of the préscit 


bill was generally applicable to Scotland, 
for there’ was not mere than a fourth of 
the whole population of that country un. 
der the circumstances which were stated 
as an ohjection. There were several parts 
of England and Wales that Jay open to 
the same objection, but he did not see why 
the whole of Scotland should be exempted 
on account of the circumstances of a part, - 
As to the volunteers of Scotland, they 
were entitled to every degree of praise, 
but at the same time, he thought, that 
equal credit was due to the volunteers of 
England, and therefore that the argument. 
founded on a distinction betweea them was 
entitled to little weight. 

Colonel Matthews was of opinion, that 
the experiment would completely fail, and 
therefore, it was not of much consequence 
on what scale it. was tried. 

Mr. Iluskisson perceived a great incon. 


| sistency in the arguments of the supporters 


of the bill. At one time, they spoke of it - 
as an experiment, which, in another year, © 
might be extended to Scotland; and, at 
another time, they spoke of it as inappli. 
cable tu Scotland, on account of the small. 
ness of its population, This last objection 
had no sort of connection with the former ; 
for whether the experiment succeeded in 
Kugland, or whether it failed, the moun- 
tains of scotland would not disappear and 
the Highlands would remain just as they 
were. As to the argument of freeing 
Scotland from the burden en account of. 
the number of the voluuteer corps, he 
must observe, that the more volunteer 
corps were scattered over the country, the 
less would be the pressure. If there were 
fewer cérps in England, of course it was 
more difficult for men to escape the opera. 
tien of this act, by entering into them, as 
men could not in every part of the coun. 
try find a volunteer corps to join. There 
was another argument which had been 
stated, but which he could .by no means. 
assent to. ‘The mover of the-bill sapposed 
that there was great dissatisfaction in S¢ot- 
land about. the militia. He would confi- 
dently assert, that, although there might 
have been some ferment in 1797, when 
the militia was first introduced in Scotland, 
yet, at the present day, there was . 7 diss 
satisfaction upon that subject. 
Mr. Culvert thought that the great ada 
vantage would be — in the enrolling 
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the men, than in the training of them. 
to the enrolment,he could see ne reason 
why: that should not take place in Scot- 


land ; and as to the training, that was a 
thing which might or might not be acted 


on according to the circumstances of the 
country. 
Mr. Secretary Windham said it appear- 

‘ed to. him that it was a serious objection 
to bringing on a measure which would 

_ affect Scotland so much at a period when 
- @ great number of the Scotch members 
had gone home and were at such a distance 


return to be present at the discussion. 
He could not allow that the fine proposed 
owas any burden atall, as it was onlya 
commutation for a. duty which it was al- 
lowed by every body that the country 
had aright tocall for. If this duty were 
performed, there would be no fine, and if 
any man wished to exempt himself from 
‘performing this duty by paying the fine, 
he certainly could have nothing to com. 
plain of. If he had not proposed a great- 
er fine, the reason was ‘that he really 
hoped that the ‘bill would be eftici. 
ent, and that a number of men, even of 
a better description (to whom the shil- 
ling a day would be no object), would 
by their personal service, set an ex- 
ample to their neighbours, and shew that 
they conceived it no disgrace to come 
forward and receive that degree of in- 
struction which would be necessary to 
enable them to defend their country if it 
should . be invaded. In describing the 
awkwardness of serving personally, an 
hon. gent. (Mr. S. Stanhope) had rather 
clumsily expressed himself ona former night 
when the spoke of the embarrassing situa- 
tion of a man standing in the ranks between 
his own groom and his father’schimney- 
sweep. Now, ifa gentleman was obliged 
to stand in the ranks next to a chimney- 
sweop, he did not.see how it made the 
matter worse that it was his father’s chim- 
ney-sweep. All this awkwardness would, 
however, be done away by the present 
bill, for if the gentleman did not chuse to 
enter a volunteer corps, he might still be 
exempted on paying his fine of 51. 
Mr.. Yorke thought it his duty to take 
the sense of the house upon the present 
- question... The question was not merely 
_ about extending a new experiment to Scot- 
_ land,but it was whether Scotland should be | 
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by the existing law, the levy-en-masse act; 
and whether it should be freed from a bur. 
den which England was called uponto 
bear. As to the difference between Scotch 
and English volunteers, he trusted the 
right hon. gent. did not mean to rest on 
such an inyidious distinction, The ques. 
tion, then, was merely, whether Scotland 
should be exempted because a part of that 
country was thinly inhabited ? He could 
not allow that there was any other objec, 
tion ; for, at the time that he was in admi. 
nistration, and had the honour to bring 
in the former bill, he never had heard a 
single word of objection from any Scotch 
member, on the ground of its producing 
dissatisfaction. - Under that bill there was 
a complete return of the enrolling in Scot. 
land, and he therefore saw no reason why 
the men who were ready to be enrolled, 
should not also be trained. As to the 
thinness of population in certain districts, 
that ought to be no objection. ‘The bill 
should be made general and there might 
be clauses which would confine its opera. 
tion in districts where there were any locak 
objections, As to the late period of the 
session, that could not be relied uponby 
the right hon. gent. as an argument, as se, 
veral months had elapsed since his opening 
speech, and he had had time sufficient tg 
have brought in the bill perfect. 

Mr. Ryder observed, that there were 
Many parts of the Highlands of Scotland, 
particularly in the counties of Dumbarton 


and Perth, which were more populous 


than Wales, Cumberland, Westmoreland, 
and many parts of England in which the 
bill was to operate. As to the Lowlands, 
he conceived them to be exactly in the same 
situation as England, .and that there was 
no reason why they should be free from 
this burden.—The committee then divided, 
when there appeared. For Mr. Yorke’s 
amendment 38 ; Against it 76: Majority 
38. 

On a subsequent clause of the bill 
respecting the numbers to be - enrolled, 
Mr. Yorke moved,as an amendment, that 
these words should be added, ‘ regard 
being had to the number of volunteers en- 
rolled and actually serving.”” He consi- 
dered that the appointment’ ought to be 
directed now, as'on former occasions, by 
the number of volunteers, . For instance, 
if Lancashire had 18,000 volunteers, and 
Yorkshire, which-was.a much larger coun- 


exempted from what it was now liable to 


| ty, had but 10,000, he thought that re; , 
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"gard should be had to that circumstance, 


in the apportionment of the number of men 


for which these counties should be called. 


on.—Mr. C. Wynne did not think that the 
appointment ought to go by districts. 
The individuals who were in volunteer 
corps were not liable to be called upon in 
this force ; but he did not see why persons 
who were not in volunteer corps should 
claim any advantage merely because their 
neighbours were volunteers.-—Lord Cas- 
tlereagh thought, that in the apportionment 
each county and each parish should have 
credit for the gross number of volunteers 
they furnished, and that a parish that had 
most of its population engaged in the vo- 
luniteer service, ought not to be called up- 
on.—Mr. Windham allowed, that it would 
be a sufficient answer to the call, if a 
parish could shew that those who were 
liable were serving in another description 
of force.—Lord Castlereagh replied, that 
if such was the hon. gent.s’ opinion, he was 
at aloss to conceive what was the object 
of his bill.” He had always understood it, 
that he wished to raise 200,000 men in 
Mngland, exclusive of the volunteers, but 
now it appeared possible, that the bill 


would not raise a single man.—Mr. Wind. 


ham’ replied, that he did not absolutely 
undertake that the bill should raise 
200,000 men, for ifthe men who were 
called upon by ballot to serve should be 


actually serving in another way, the in.. 


tention of the bill would be answered as 
well.—Mr. Pérceval then said, that it was 
possible that the’ ballot for those 200,000 
men might fall upon part of the 300,000 
volunteers ; who being exempt, not a man 
would be raised.—Mr. Yorke thought, 
that. between the volunteers who should 
be balloted, and the men who would pay 
their fine of 5/.the measure was not likely to 
be efficient. —Mr. Windham thought that 
this was supposing an extreme and impro- 
bable case. It could not be supposed 
that the ballot would fall entirely on vo- 
lunteers, and persons disposed to pay the 
fine. ‘I'he ballot would be from the lists 
of those liable to serve in the militia. ‘The 
volunteers, of course, were notin that 
list.-Mr. Yorke replied, that the volun- 
teers certainly were upon that list, and 
liable to be balloted fur, although they 
were afterwards exempted from serving. 
He complained of the. manner the house 
was treated on the present occasion. They 


“Were referred upon this bill to the schedule 


[sae 


of another bill, which was to come on: 
after this was disposed of (he alluded to. 
the militia act, which directs the returns 
that are to be made under it). This was 
completely reversing the order of things,, 
and putting the cart before'the horse.— _ 
Mr. Giles said, he should not go into the 
details, but argued, that as the men were. 
by this bill to be apportioned according 
to the number of men. liable to serve in. 
the militia, the volunteers could not come 
under this description, as they were not 
liable to serve. He saw no objection to. 
this act operating according to the returns 
which were called for by another act (the. 
militia act). It was generally allowed. 
that it would save a great deal of trouble 
to magistrates and others, if there should 
be only a single list, and that of the per- 
sons liable to serve in the’ militia.—Mr. 
Perceval was not surprised that his learn. : 
ed friend (Mr. Giles} had not chosen to, 
go into details, as the bill was in this re. 
spect most inexplicable and unintelli-. 
gible. The right hon. gent. who had, 
brought it in had proved. that he did not. 
understand it, and was therefore now ve- 
ry properly employed in consulting other 
people. (Mr. Windham was then con-: 
versing with Mr. Giles and others). He, 
had at first considered that the volunteers . 
were not liable to the ballot ; in the next 
explanation he said they were, but that: 
it was most improbable that the ballot. 
should exclusively fall upon them ;~ and in 
his third explanation he talked only of, 
his militia lists, and of volunteers :not; 
being upon those returns. In this: third ; 
explanation he was found to be -equally« 
wrong; and it could not now be denied, 
that the names of volunteers would: be + 
found on'those militia lists.) When this: 


bill referred. to the schedules'of another, . 


bill not yet passed, it was giving the right 
hon. gent. a strange degree of credit. 
He viewed his superstructure before. 
he thought ofhis foundation ; and he then. 
told the house, that although they saw » 
no foundation at present, they inight de. 
pend upon it that he would hereafter make 
a foundation to support his building. The 
house might give him. that. degree of 
credit ‘if they pleased, and «gentlemen 
might vote for his bill; but if any person | 
who voted for it pretended to understand! 
what he was. voting for, he must say that», 


} man was either.a conjuror-or a prophet, 
— foresee and anticipate those: 


| 
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things which had not as yet occurred even: 

_ to’ thefancy of the rt. hon. gent., which 
were altogether in nubibus, and which 
the right hon. gent. could not- attempt to 
explain. 

Dr. Laurence affected neither to be a 
prophet nor a conjuror; bat, without 
either inspiration or magic, he: thonght he 

could correctly understand the clause of 
the bill, although it was not’ to be expect. 
ed that by alayman minute legal details 
should be accurately set forth in this stage 
of the proceeding. His hon. and Jearned: 
friend seemed to expect a precision im this 
case, which he himself (Mp. Perceval) 
could) wot attain, even after his own bills 
had been ultimately: sanctioned): at least, 
it-was evident, that alter he had prepared 
them (the volunteer acts) he did nat vem. 
prehiend ‘their purport; and: one of the 
statutes: ‘to which he had just referred, 
which was designed for operatiom in the. 
mouths of July and August, was not car- 
ried into effect until the ‘most ominous 
day distinguished in the annals: of folly: and 
illusion, the firstof April, 
~Mr, Elkson said, that the rt. hon, se- 
cretary was, by his projects, oversetting 
the whole’ system of govermment in this 
country. Although, said the hon. gent. 


[wish to support ministers, will not, and 
cannot, as they go on.— The amendmentas. 

proposed by Mr. Yorke: was then put and} 
_ agreed to. 


'» On proceeding to the concluding part 
of: the-bill; which is intended to regulate |, 
the:power of his majesty, with regard to. 
the incorporation of these levies with the 
regiments; incase of i invasion, 

Lord Castlereagh again rose to. observe, 
that many’ material: particulars occurred to: 
his mind; which might occasion a protract. 

et debate on this subject; he therefore) 
proposed that the chairman report pro. 
_ gress, and ask leave to sit again the uext) 
- day, whieh was acceded to, and the re. 
‘port was nade, and ace 
“HOUSE OF LORDS, an 

Lord Holland in 
the bill,for enabling the Creditor to. dis. 
charge his. Debtor from ‘prison, without, 
_ however, resigning his future claims on the 
effects of the prisoners the bill was: read. a 
first time.—The krish Post Road bill went: 
through: a committee in which theclauses. 
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were agreed to, ant the bill ordered to be 
reported. —The Office of Keceiver Genes 
ral’s Regulation bill, and the Irish Schoolg 
Fund bill, were brought up from the coms 
mons, aud read a first time. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. — 
Friday, Lune 27. 

[ Munurss. ] The Clyde Canal bill wag 
read’ a third time, and passed.—-The Sox 
licitor General brought ap the bill for aly 
tering and amending the several laws rey 
lafing to Bankrupis, which was read.a first 
time.+Myr. Varsittart, brought up a . 
for regulating the Auditing of Public Acs 
counts. a first: time.--~Mr. Dagdale 
moved the further consideration of the Reg 
port of the Birmingham Canal bill ; a cons 
versation ensued’ on an Amendment moved 
by sir J. Wrottesley,' that the report be 
taken into eonsideration this day three 
months; anda division took place ; forthe 
amendment 57; against it 33; majority 2h 
The bill. was of coitwse lust for this) sess 
siou.—Mr. Alexander brought up the Re» 
port of the Last India Shipping biil, which 
was agreed to, and: the bill ordered) to be 
read a thid time on Monday.—Sir John 


\ 


the Order of the Day for taking into cons 
sideration the Connty.of Wexford Klection 
‘Petition, om Wednesday, the 3d of July, 
be: deferred to Wednosday the: LOth of 
uly, Ordered:—-Om the motion of Mry 
‘Vansittant, the housein committee of 
Ways and Means, agreed to.a, resolution 
for granting a sum of 4,500,000/. from the 
arrears outstanding of 1-4,500,0004, voted 
_as the produee of the war taxes of the year 
1805, and remaining to be received ow 
30th May 1806. This was, to make good 
a like sum issned on Lixehequer bills, em 
tite aids. of this. yoan to replace Kxchequer 
Bills of last year to the same amount, calle 
in.——In. answer question from Mr. 
‘Huskisson as te the amoint.oftheonte 
‘standing balamee the war taxes for that 
| Year on, 30th May tasi, Nr. Vansittant 
‘stated, that the amonnt received at thal 
time was! about 4,900,000L. He eonkd 
not however, state exactly ; but ina few 
daya the account would’ he accaratelyt 
made np. ‘The -report to be received.om 
Motday.—(Mr.. .Hobhouse: reported‘ tha. 
answers of genérak Craig to the questions 
put by a committee: of the house, imorekid 
‘tien to the charges against marquis Welw 
lesidy. Ordered tebe. printed; ax west 


Newport, pursuant to notice, moved that 


} 
| 
= 


/ 


also the minutes of evidence ‘taken before 
a committee of the whole house upon 
the Qude charge against the neble marquis. 
Suspension The house 
went into a committee on the bill for the 
suspension of the militia ballot, 
. Lord Castlereagh thought that though 
it was not intended now to extend the 
training to Scotland, correct lists of the 
population of that country would be use. 
ful with a view to its eventual extension 
to it; and that in a country where mi- 


litary spirit was so prevalent, the suspen- 


sien of the ballot would be, usefal with 
aview torecruiting. 
Mr. Windham thought the continuance 
of the ballot in that eountry would ope. 
rate as a Stimulus to volunteering, ‘Vhe 
lists of the population may be called for 
at the same time that the training was ex. 
tended,. if at a future time that should 
seem fit.—I'he report was brought up, 
and ordered. to be taken into further con. 
sideration on ‘Tuesday, 
Sociery’s Bint. Mr. 
Holford moved the order of the day for 
the third reading of the bill for incor. 
porating the Philanthropic Society. The 
bill was read a third time, and, after 2 
short, adjournment of the proceedings on 
the third reading, in order to afford time 
for engrossing a clause proposed by Mr. 
‘Tierney, with a view to make the society 
responsible for any costs or charges that 
might be incurred by the parish, in, case 
any of the persons educated. iv the, institu. 
tion sbouid héreafter become a burthen to 
the parish, the clause was brought up, but 
opposed by Mr, Holford and Mr. Perceval,, 
on the ground of the absurdity of sueh a 
provision, which would have the effect of 
aubjecting the charity to repay to the pa- 
rish whatever expence it might be put to 
by persons educated in, the institutien, 
who, though they should obtain a Jegal 
setilement, might even.40 years hence 
come a,charge upon the parish. The clause 
was negatived without division, 
«Dr. Laurence contended, far the right of 
the-rector te nominate, ‘or at least to. con. 
troul, the appoititment of the preacher er 
lecturer iv chapels of eage within his recto. 
ry, of which description he. cangeived. the 
chapel of the Philanthrepic Society, ta be, 


although annexed to a public charity fox 


it; was, not.confined as, a private chapel, 
for, the mere, use: of the institution, but eX~ 


upon. aspacions and superb-seale, 
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obviously opened for a general 


entice away the regular congregation from 
the parish church, with au obvious pure 
pose of creating revenue, and of trencbing 
upon the parochial rights of the rector. 
He took occasion to allude to similar cha- 
| pels attached to the Asylum, Foundling 
Hospital, and other public charities, for 
similar purposes, and the attraction of fa~ 
shionable and enthusiastic auditors by mu 
sical performances, and by a complete des 
parture, on the part of the: preacher, from 
the sober piety, and decoronus. maayer. of 
preaching in the established. church: and 
the adoption of a new-fasbioned dramatic 
style of pulpit-eloguence, addressed, to the 
fancy and imagination, rather-than tothe 
heart or understanding, and caiculated . 
more to catch the fervor ef the enthusiast 
by Ingh-fraught pictures of the herrorsef - 
a death-bed, or the joys or torments of a 
fature, state, than. by promulgating the 
truth of the Gospel, to excite to thet sou 
lemn and rational piety and. devetion, 
which are so mueh the characteristics of 


the established church; and if -pantiamens 
should be induced. to countenance suck 
system, independant of the coutreul of the 
lawful pastor of the parish, the conse. 
quence would -be, that every year muni. 
‘bers of those, chapels would startup ia 
eveny part of the metropolis and its siti, 
nitysand the parish churches be deserted 
by more than half their congregations, ta 
follow those new tacuts, He could not 
‘therefore conseng to, sa, unlawful anime 
fringement upen the rights of the regular 
church establishment; and he concluded 
by moving an) amendment, the ebject of 
| which was, that the rector of St. George 
the Martyr should: have the power of nomi. 
uating to the appoimtment of chaplain ta 
this chapel, on, at)least, of a negative upon 
any appointment made without 
in erder that he might be enabled to se, 
eure for the institution the. appointment 
of aclergymar of the established chureh,., 
Mr. Holford observed, that the hoa, 
and learned. gent. seemed, ta have, widely 
mistaken, and dertainly he had) widely 
misstated, he must prespme, from amisiur 
formation, the facts of :this, ease. ‘This 
ehapel was. not, erected. with a, principal 
view to: revenue, bat.was certainly built 
on such a scale, as toaccommodatea-nume 
ber of other children, besides those of the 
institution, who could not fad accomme. 


tion of the parishioners, and calculatedte 
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dation in the parish church. ‘He felt that 
he should be but a feeble antagonist indeed 
- to the hon. and learned gent., if he pre- 
sumed to contend with him upon eeclesi- 
astical law; but there was one thing he 
would not find on his books, namely, that 
ehapels of this sort, attached to charitable 
institutions, and built by charitable con. 
tributions, could, by any possibility, come 
under the description of chapels of ease to 
the parish’ church. ‘Such chapels were 
mostly, if not entirely, of very modern 
erection, and not very usual, until long 
_ after the law allowing chapels of ease was 
passed. This chapel was not built at the 
parish expence, nor was‘any part of the 
costs of its establishment charged upon 
the parish: conseqnently, it could not 
come under any description of a chapel of 
ease, any more than that of the Asylum, 
which, however, was out of the question, 
because it was protected by a special act 
of ‘parliament. Neither was it intended, 
as the hon. and learned gent. was pleased 
to conjecture, to be converted into a theatre 
for music, or dramatic cloquence, orenthu- 
siastic rhapsody. Those who conducted 
that institution were as sound protestants 
of the established church as any of those 
who opposed. it, and as littlelikely to pro- 
mote schisms or innovations in the mode 
of public worship. “lt was an institation 
originally set on foot about eighteen years 
since by the charitable contributions. of 
humane persons, for ‘the purpose of edu- 
cating’ the’ bereft orphans of convicted 
felons, thrown upon’ the world, ‘without 
protection, and of other children, betrayed 
to early habits of criminality, but whose 
tender age rendered them fitter objects for 
the correction of a moral and religious 
education, than for the severities of the 
criminal law ; and when it was recollect. 
ed that this charity, although supported 
partly, and to a considerable extent, by 
. charitable contributions, yet derived also 
from ‘the industry of those children who 
were the objects of its protection, an ave- 
rage sum of not less than 1,200]. annually, 
he hoped it would not be considered un- 
_ reasonable that the society should: have 
the management of theirown funds, and 
the appointment of those persons who 
were to be:paid from those funds, so long 
gs by the appointment of such persons 
they sought not to trespass upon the rights 
or privileges of any other persons, ‘It 


This bill had been repeatedly postponed 
at theinstance of that gentleman, on the 
“promise of his preparing and offering ‘to 


1806.——Bell Rock Lighthouse. 
ed or wished to deprive any ecclesiastie 
of the'controul he ought legally and reas 
sonably to possess; and this would aps 
pear the more unquestionable, when jt 
was told to the house, that at the head of 
their institution, and foremost in brings 
ing forward. this bill, was a protestant 
bishop. The society did not wish to de. 
prive the rector of st. George the Martyr 
of his privilege of controul o:er the api 
pointment of chaplain, or of the negative 
to that appointment, if it should really be 
an improper one, and just and reasonable 
cause assigned. But it was to the privie 
lege of negative, without assigning causej 
they gave resistance. No means of'con. 
ciliation on their parts were left untried 
to compromise this matter with the rector: 
the society had proposed to ‘pay him aa 
annual stipend out of their funds to any 
reasonable extent, in which he should'say 
his interests could be injured. by this chas 
pel. And what was’ his conduct, after 
taking time to consider their proposaly 
and giving some grounds to believe he 
woukl accept it? Why, a threat tocharge 
them ‘with simony for making’ the offer! 


him (Mr. H.) two: clauses, which ‘hé 
wished to have’ inserted in the bill but 
the day passed by,' and no such clauses 
were ever produced.: Upon the whole; 
he must consider'the conduct of the rector 
in this affair, as extremely unbecoming'# 
protestant clergyman, whose object ‘it 
should be, and whose duty it was, to pros 
mote, and not to impede the religious in? 
struction of those children, and the success 
of a charity to which, however, he nevet 
contributed any thing, and which he took 
much pains to embarrass and obstruct, ‘by: 
keeping this chapel shut three years. 
The question upon Dr. Laurence’s amend¥ 
ment, was then put and wegatived, ond 
the bill read-a third’time, passed, and or 
dered to the lords. 
Rock Licurnouse,} The 
Lord Advocate of Scotland moved, ’thaé 
the house'should go into a committee ‘ow 
the report of the committee in 1803, ‘for 
erecting a light-house on the Bell Rock 
on the east coast of Scotland. ‘The learns 
ed lord stated that the measure, though 
universally admitted to be highly: advan- 
tageous ‘to the shipping interest, « and 


was erroneous tosay, that they endeavour- 


‘agreed to by the. house jn 18037" 
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had failed of being carried into effect, in 
consequence of circumstances which did 
not now apply. His lordship then moved 


that it be the opinion of the committee 
that. a lighthouse. be erected on the Bell 
Rock, or Cape, on the east coast of Scot. 
land, near the entrance to the Forth and 


Tay. 
a en H. Petty seemed to doubt of the 
necessity of the measure. On an explana- 
tion from the lord advocate, however, he 
‘stated that what he had thrown out, he 
did more in conformity to the opinion of 
the first lord of the admiralty, than to any 
~ opinion he himself had entertained. 
-” Mr. Baker did not pretend to be com- 
_ petent to judge on the subject, but as it 
seemed to be intended that part. of the 
public money should be expended on the 
erection, he wished the learned lord would 
more clearly point out the utility of the 


measure, 
The Lord Advocate referred for. the 


utility of the measure to the report of the 


committee in the year 1803. He had no 
doubt the hon. gent. opposite would have 
no objection to the measure, if the erec- 
tion could be made without money. Nay, 
he conceived it to be aself-evident propo- 
sition, that in a mercantile country there 


- could be no objection, if it could be done 


without expence, that a light should be 
fixed on every rock in the ocean, The 
report of the committee, in the present 
case however, shewed that here there was 
peculiar danger; that seldom a vessel 
came near it without being almost instantly 
dashed to pieces ; and that from the cir- 
cumstance of its being covered at half tide, 
there was hardly an instance where such 
au occurrence took place, but every soul 
perished. 
' Mr. Perceval expressed his surprize 
that the business had been so long delay- 
ed, He also thought, if, as was stated 
the preceding night, no measure could be 
extended to Scotland at this period of the 
session, there was no call on the house at 
«60 late a period to confer a boon on that 
country, | 
The Lord Adzocate said, he should be 
able to shew, if it should afterwards come 
before the house, that the measure alluded 
to was inapplicable ta Scotland. He de- 
clared that ‘he had no particular predilec- 
tion for the present measure, which he 
only brought forward in the discharge of. 
his duty as representing that part of the 
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country where the beneficial effects of 
the measure would be most felt. As to 
the subject of money for carrying on the 
erection, that was not now before the 
house. The only question was, if it 
would be advantageous that the erection 
should take place. Besides the funds 
from which it would naturally fall to be 
supported, he understood they would be 
entitied to a farther sum from the commis. 
sioners for northern lights. ; 

Mr. Johnstone recollected that his hon. 
relatian (sir W. Pulteney) had formerly 
carried through tiis measure, and had 
shewn to the house that it would be highly. 
advantageous to shipping in general, par- 
ticularly to those ships trading from Hull 
and Scarborough. 

Mr. W. Smith confirmed the statement. 
The cause of the former measure not 
ceeding, was an ideaentertained of com. 
prehending the Baltic trade among the, 
ships which were to pay acertain per tons 
nage, which was objected to. ‘The house 
would be better able to judge of the mat. 
ter when the estimates camein. The ree 
solution therefore had his concurrence.— 
The committee then passed resolutions 
declaratory of the advantages which would 
result from the erection of the lighthouse 
in question; and that there be paid for 
every British vessel passing in the line 
Pointed out, being between »Peterhead. 
and Berwick-upon.T weed, a duty of 14d. 
per ton, and for every foreign vessel so 
passing 3d. per ton. : 

[Traintne The house having 
resolved itself into a committee on the 
Training bill, 

Sir James Pulteney proposed,as an amend- 
ment, that the first 200,000 men should | 
be trained for two years instead of one, 
so that they would have48 days training ; a 
plan which would be moreuseful than giving 
24 days training to double that number. 

Mr. Windham resisted the amendment, 
because, as this would materially increase” 
the burden, it might produce a greater de- 
gree of dissatisfaction than the advantage 
was worth. Perhaps the number of days: 
for training might be increased, but that 
would be for future consideration. : 

Lord Castlereagh supported the amend- 
ment, and drew a comparison between the 
expence of this system and that. of the 
volunteers, ‘Ihe expence of the former,. 


he contended, would be greater without 


the same advantages, Since there was a. 
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provision in the bill for enabling the king 
te appoiat officers for these trained men, 
he wishedbthe right. hon. gent. had stated 
how he was to exercise this power. : 
thought it a most extraordinary thing, and 
one which was reserved for the present 
ministers alone, to ask such a power, 
without stating. how they were to exercise 
it. ‘These men would be far less efficient 
than the volunteers,who would be disgust- 
ed at the treatment they received. .- 

Mr. Windham said that the noble lord 
was always fond of referring to the volun- 
te¢rs. on all oceasions. But this, anda 
great part of what: he said, was quite eut 
of place here. . ile was hardly excusablein 
following him, but as to the point of ex- 
pence, he contended that that of the volun. 
teers, taking the sums provided by private 
contributions, was much greater.than the 
expence would be under this bill. Besides, 
here we had the advantage of both systems. 
It was true that under the biji of 1803 the 
men were to be trained JO days. Butthen 


20 of these days were Sundays, and these 
were here givenup. It had been commu- 
nicated to him from various quarters, that 
training men on that day diminished the 
reverence forit. On that point he would 


leave the noble lord in the hands of the 
gentlemen near him (Wilberforce and 
Bankes). 1f this was the case, we were 
to consider the disadvantage under which 
the additional traming was gained. He 
himseif wished earnestly to preserve the re. 
verence forthe Sabbaii. He had shewn it 
when he wished to suppress the growing 


evil of Sunday Newspapers, though he did | 


not experience the support from certain 
gentlemen which he might have expected. 
He did not think however, that training 
men ow Sundays would diminish their re. 
verence for it, but in this point he had 
yielded to the opinions ofothers. Asto the 
officers for these men, he never meant 
that they should be in the first instance 
permanently aud regularly officered. ‘These 
the king would appoint as he saw occasion. 
There must be officers, for instance, in 
cise of invasion, to conduct them te the 
mgiments, as it was not -to be supposed 
that they. were to have directions put about 
their necks and sent off in that manner. 
Me. Spencer Stanhope wished to ask, 
whether the men, when at drill, were to 
he under the command of the serjeant, 
or of the constable who was to stand over 


them? He was anxious to know what the 
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He 


right hon. gent. meant to do on this head, 
as, being a deputy lieutenant, enquiries 
might be directed te him’on the subject, 

Mr. Windham, replied, that the serjcant 
would instruct them, and the constabh 
would stand by (a loud laugh from the 
Opposition.) Though gentlemen might 
laugh, he would ask~ with -Bayes in the 
Rehearsal, “* Where was the joke?” He 
could not perceive any thing laughable in 
this. The constable was to be present, and 
to assist the serjeant in the performance of 
his duty, and this he would he better ena 
bied to do, from long habits of legal obedi. 
ence in the people. 

Mr. Perceval observed that: his right 
hon. friend’s training act had provideda 
captain, lieutenant, ensign, and serjeant, 
for every body of 120 meu. Here there 
was some rational provision for discipline 
and obedience. But there was now to be 
a constable to take the man to prison, if he 
did rot turn out his toes properly, or obey 
the signals of “ eyes right,” or “ 
left,” with sufficient promptitude. They 
were to be taken from the plough or the 
loom, just as they were, and only one 
serjeant and a constable to teach or enforce 
discipline, 

Mr. Windham observed that even in 
volunteer corps, the captaim was more 
litary in name than in reality: rathera 
civil than a military character ; and hehad 
little doubt that the means now proposed 
to enforce obedience, would be just ase, 
fectual as those which had obtaincd among 
the volunteers. 

Mr. Perceval replied that the volunteen 
had more of the esprit du corps than was 
likely to belong to the motley collections 
under the present bil], and therefore wer 
more likely to advance in discipline. 

‘Mr. Bastard was afraid that frequent 
quarrels would take place between the: sets 
jeant and the constable. Among the volums 
teers every thing was done by zeal and good — 
will, but here all would be doue by force 
and by the halbert. 

Lord H. Petty, in. answer to the obsery 
vation of anoble lord with regard to the 
want of cloathing if called to act against 
the enemy, observed, that though in that 
case they could not be cloathed all at once, 
yet all those might be cloathed who were 
to act at one point; and, besides, this 
could form no objection ta their being pre 
pared in the mean. time. 


Mr. Spencer Stanhope objected to the 
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clause allowing the deputy lieutenants 
to choose the time and place. for training 
or exercising; as he did not think that 
either deputy lieutenant, or any other 


person, would have a right to order any 


person to give up his field for that purpose, 
or even of bargaining for it. pee, 

Sir J. Newport replied that he consider- 
ed that any deputy lieutenant, or person 
under them, might make the bargain under 


the powers of this act. 


Mr. Wilberforce stated that many per- 
sons, whose opinions were intitled to great 
weight, objected toSunday being appoint- 
ed as the day of training. The actual 
consequences of its being at all allowed 
was, that drilling not only went on through 
the time of divine service, but inspections 
also took place. ‘This produced a deser- 
tion of our churches, and a filling of our 
ale-houses on Sundays, which, he thought, 
was subversive of religion. As to the sav. 
ing of money, that was a fallacious argu- 


meut, for. in every county the price of la- 


bour was so proportioned to the means of 
subsistence, that if men were to labour the 
seven days, they would receive no more 
than for working six days. 

Mr. Calvert considered, that the mili- 
tary instruction was so sacred.a duty that 
it might well be performed of a Sunday. 
In other countries it had been practised 
without any illeflect. 1t was practised in 
Switzerland, and yet he never-heard that 
the Swiss were either an immoral or an 
irreligious nation, ‘The fact was, that 
unless the training was of a Sunday, it 
would be so inconvenient as to be al- 
together impracticable. 

Mr. Yorke declared, that although he 
had as much regard for the religion of the 
country as any other man, yet. he con- 
sidered that the training on a Sunday 
(provided that it was vot in the hours of 
divine service) would relieve the labour. 
ing class froma great burden. It was not 
only in Switzerland that this was practis- 
ed, butin this country it had been the 
established practice in the time of Henry 
the 8th, and in later times, that the people 
should be practised in the use of arms on 
that day. 

Mr. Windham thought, that instead of 
causing irreverence and disregard to the 
Sabbath, it would, on the contrary, ex. 
alt and dignify the duty that they had te 
perform. He therefore supported: the 
clause asitmow stood, 

Vox. VIL. 
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Sir J. Pulteney declared, that he had 


seen many volunteers exercising ona 
Sunday, and he always observed that 
degree of decency and: propriety that he 
thought gave a great solemnity to it. As 
to the prejudices of the people at large, 
he was convinced they were not against | 
it, and he thought it would be extreme. 
ly hard that the opinions or eonsciences 
of a few should deprive the nation of ‘so 
great a. benefit.—A long and desultory 
conversation took place. Mr. Calvert, 
who. had moved for ailowing them to be | 
trained on a Sunday, finding the sense 
of the house against him, withdrew his 
amendment, and the clause was passed 
in its original state.—The chairman had 
leave to report progress, and the commit. 
tee was appointed forMonday, Adjotrn- 
ed at two o’clock on Saturday morning.: 
HOUSE OF Lorps. 
Monday, June 30. 

[Arrairs or OF 'sTR 
Bartow.] Lord Melville adverted 
to the intention he had intimated on 
Thurgday, of asking a question this day, 
respecting the affairs: of India. Seeing a 
noble lord (Minto) in his place, he wish. 
ed to ask, whether there existed at present 
any government general of [ndiain Bengal, 
and if there did, of whom it consisted? « 

Lord Minto said, he felt no difficulty 
in answering the questions of the noble 
viscount, to whom, as well as to every 
noble lord in the house, he wished to give 
every information in his power, whenever 
it could be given with propriety. He 


| conceived that the same gavernment gene= 


ral of India existed. now in Bengal as 
there did when ‘that event took place, 
which was. so much deplored, the death 
of marquis Cornwallis. He had no hesi= - 
tationin stating, that hismajesty had been. 
advised to issue orders for vacating the 
commission under which the funetions of 
the government of {India were exercised: 
This had been done according to the terms 
of the act of parliament. There 
however, a provision made in the orders 
sent cut, that all the members: of the 
present government should exercise ‘theit 
functions, until the publication of anew 
commission at Calcutta. There would 
not, therefore, be a moment’s interval 
between the cessation of the functions of 
one government, and theassumption’ 
those by another.. po 
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Lord Melville felt it necessary to trou- 
- ble the noble lord with another question, 
which was, whether any intimation had 
been sent to sir G. Barlow, that he only 
held the government until the arrival of a 
Successor? 
Lord Minto said, that intimation had 
~been ‘sent to sir G. Barlow of the vaca- 
tion of the commission of government. 
«The vacation of the commission of course 
_ vapplied to all the members of the council, 
- but only pro forma, it not being the iu- 
tention of ernment tomake any change 
‘in the council. This, however, as the 
noble lord: knew, rested with the court of 
‘directors: ali he could say was, that it 
‘was’ not the intention of government to. 
change any of'the members of the council. 
'. Lotd Melville maintained, from what 
the-noble:lord had stated, that there was 
at present, virtually,~ no government 
general existing in India. From what 
_ had been stated. by the noble.lord, added 
‘to the dispatches in the gazette, which he 
had read within an hour of his coming to 
the house, he could not help feeling con. 
siderable anxiety with respect to the situa- 
tion of affairsin India. His lordship gave 
motice of a motion respecting the govern- 
‘ment general of India for Friday, for 
which day the lords were ordered to be 
summoned, 
‘HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Monday, June 30. 


[Minvrtes.] A new writ was ordered. 


‘to be issued for the election of a member 
for the borough of Sligo, in the room of 
Owen Wynne, esq. who had accepted of 
- the office of escheater of Munster.— Mr. 
Williams presented the 14th report of the 
commissioners of naval inquiry. Ordered 
to be printed.— Lord Howick said, that 
he was about to move for some papers, to 
the granting of which there could be no ob- 
jection. It would be proper to state to 
the house the reason why he asked for 
‘them. Soon after he had come into 
. office he had been informed on good an- 
thority that in consequence of the embank- 
ments, at. Catwater, near Plymouth, the 
Sound there might in a short time become 
-*. unsafe for his majésty’s ships. Having this 
information from respectable authority, 
be had thought the matter of sufficient 
moment to require examination. He had 
accordingly ordered an inquiry to be made 
‘by engineers, whose reports, in some 
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degree, confirmed what he had heard og 
this point. They, however, requested 
time to make a more minute and accurate 
report, and this, by some accident, did 
not come to his hands till the 18th of the 
present month, ‘This he stated to account 
for the lateness of the period at which he 
submitted this affair to the house. After’ 
he should have obtained the papers, hig 
design was to refer them to a commi 
which should inquire whether any injur 
was likely to arise to Plymouth Sound 


from these embankments, or. if no injury 


was likely to arise, whether any more 
works of that kind should be allowed tg 
be carried on without authority fromsome 
competent public body, ora consent on 
the part of the crown, such as was re 
quired in a grant of public money. He 
concluded by moving, for- a copy of the 
report of the 18th, made by Messrs. Rens 
nie and Whitby on this subject, and an 
extract of the other report, with the play 
ofthe Sound. ‘The motion was agreed to, 
the papers presented, and referred toa 
committee as proposed.—A message from 
the lords desired a present conference 
with the commons in a matter that concern. 
ed the good correspondence between the 
two houses. On the motion of lord Ho, 
wick, the house agreed to the conference: 
‘Managers were appointed and went out, 


| On their return, lord Howick stated tiat 


the lords had communicated to them that 
in consequence of the examination of lord 
Teignmouth before the commons, relative 
to a charge against marquis Wellesley, 


they had taken the matter into their 


most serious consideration ; that they had 
searched for precedents, but could only 
find one, which was that of lord Balcarras 
in 1779. On the motion of lord Howick 
this communication was ordered to be taken 
into consideration on Friday next.—On 
the motion of sir W. Young, lord Tem. 
ple’s proposed motion relative to the 
Oude charge was. postponed from Wed. 
nesday to Friday.—Mr. Kerr gave notice 
that early next session he woild move for 
a committee to examine the acts relative 
to the Irish roads.—Lord Douglas moved, 
that the return to the order of the house 
of the 8th of May, for an account of the 
gratuities and pensions granted by the 
Kast India company since 1793, should be 
made forthwith. Ordered.—The Green- 
wich chest and Greenwich hospital: bills 
were: brought up, read a first time, and 
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ordered to be read.a second time, and to be laid before the house before the discus. - 


be printed. —On the motion of Mr.. Winds 
ham, the training bill was committed, 
when a discussion took place on every | 
clause; the whole, however, was at length» 
got through, the house resumed, the re- 
port was recvived, and ordered to be tak- 
. eninto farther consideration the next day, 
—Mr. Yorke gave notice that he should 
on the third reading of the bill propose a 
clause, enabling his Majesty, if a svflicient 
number of .volunteers to his satisiaction 
should offer, to suspend the operation of | 
bill. 
[Barracxs.] The Secretary at War 
said, that seeing an hon. member in. his , 
place, who had moved for certain pa- 
pers relative to the Barrack depart. | 
ment he wished to know whether he- 
meant to bring forward any motion on | 
them? 

Mr. Robson answered, that he made a 
motion for sucli papers, but that the busi- | 
ness had been taken vut of his hands by 

_ the chancellor of the exchequer, and if he 
did justice to the cause he had taken in 
hand, it would not be necessary for him 
tv make any motion on the subject ; but 
if the chancellor of the exchequer did not 
pursue it, he would make a motion on the | 
subject in the course of the present week, | 

The Secretary at War wished the hon. 
Member would name the day, as he had- 
other papers to move for, which would | 
throw more light on the subject. 

Mr. Rodson replied that he understood 
by what had passed that the chancellor of the 
exchequer had abandoned the business, and 
he theretore gave notice, that he would, 
on Friday, bring forward a motion on the 
subject. 

The Secretary at War said he had no 
authority from the chancellor of the ex- 

-chequer, who was not then in his place, 
to say he had abandoned the business, 
nor did he say any such thing. 
HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Tuesday, July 1. 
[Minvres.] The Insolvent Debtors bill 
_ Was read a third time and passed, with an 
amendment proposed bylord Ellenborough, 
the object of which was to exclude persons 
from the benefit of the act, who were in 
custody under verdicts: obtained against 
them for any malicious injury.— Lord 

Westmoreland thought that every possible 

information that could throw light on the 


present state of our affairs in India, should 


sion which was expected to take place on, 
Friday next. He should therefore move an. 
humble address to his majesty, praying he ~ 


would be graciously pleased.to give ins 


structions for the production. of the fol« 
lowing papers, to which. he did uot cons 
ceive there could be any objections, viz. 
acopy of the warrant issued under his. 
majesty’s sign manual, vacating the com-, 
mission of the governor general of Bengal, 
&c. granted.—A copy of the treaties late~ 
ly received: from India, &c. granted.— A 


' copy of dispatches, if any, which might 


tend to explain the nature of these treas 
ties. Also, a copy of dispatches, if any,. 
which related to the means of meliorating. 
the financial state of our East India pose 
sessions. —Lord Minto said, that he wile. 
lingly agreed to the production of the three. 
first papers, moved for by the noble earl; ~ 
but he should think it improper to produce 
the two latter, which contained only cons. 
fideutial opinions, which were not intends 
ed to be made public. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Tuesday, July i. 
[Minures.] Mr. Hurst presented a pe- 
tition from the Albion Fire and Life in. 
surance Company, against the bill for in- 


_corporating the Globe Insurance Com. 


pany, praying to be heard by counsel 
against the same. Referred to the com- 
mittve on the said bill.—On the mo- 
tion of sir J. Sinclair, the house went ine 
to a committee, to consider the report of 
the committee on the Expiring Laws, in 
which a resolution was agreed to, that the 
act of the 45th of his present majesty, for 
allowing, under certain restrictions, until 
the Ist of August 1806, the bringing of 
ccals by inland navigation to the cities of 
London and Westminster, had nearly exe 
pired, and that it was advisable to renew its 
The house having been resumed, the . ree 
port was ordered to be received to-nior. 
row.—Mr. Calcraft obtained leave to bring 
in a bill to vest certain messuages, lands, 
tenements, and hereditaments, in trustees, 
for the purpose of securing his majesty’s 
docks at Portsmouth, and extending the 
works at Dover. Mr. C. immediately 
brought up the above, which was read a 
first time.—Mr. Vansittart obtained leave 
to bring in a bill to consolidate the several 
acts for building and improving the streets 
leading to WeStminster-hall and the two 
houses of parliament.—Sir C: Price brought 
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up a bill for making certain regulations con- 
cern’ng Smithfield market. 
and ordered to be read.a second time.—On 
the motion of sir’ J. Newport, the Irish 
Butterage bill was read a second time, and 
ordered to be committed.—On the motion 
of sir J. Newport, the Irish Militia bill was 
read asecond time, and ordered to be com- 
mitted to-morrow.—Mr. Secretary Wind- 
ham, in moving that the report of the com. 
mittee on the Training bill be taken into 
further consideration, observed, that it was 
his intention to propose several new clauses, 
and suggested the propriety of postponing 
any further discussion until the report 
should be again considered, which he meant 
to move should take place on Thursday. 
— Mr. Canning had no objection to the 
course of proceeding which the right hon. 
gent. suggested, although it would be at- 
tended with some inconvenience to the 
gentlemen who remained in town solely on 
this account. He should avail himself of 
the next opportunity to take the sense of 
the house on the principle of the bill, 
which in his opinion, no new clauses what- 
ever could possibly amend.—A variety of 
clauses was then introduced by Mr. Wind. 
-ham, and the report was ordered to be 
taken into further consideration on Thurs- 


[Barracks.] The Secretary at War 
moved for the production of copies of cer- 
tain letters which passed between the se- 
retary at war, the barrack master gene- 
ral, the depaty barrack master general, 
major Davis, barrack master of San- 

down, relative to the building of barracks, 
and the hiring of barns, &c. in the Isle of 
Wight, including the letter of the secrcta- 
ry at war, on the 15th of February last, 
which communicated his majesty’s order 
for'the dismissal of Mr. Atkins from his 
office as barrack master of Sandown.—Or- 
dered. They were accordingly presented, 
ordered to lic on the table and to be printed. 
Mr. Robson thought proper to add to 
the papers just presented another ducu- 
ment connected with the same subject. In 
calling the attention of the house to this 
business, he could assure gentlemen that his 
Sole motive was to prevent the improper 
expenditure of the public money, and he 
was persuaded that the right hon. secretary 
had no other object. With a view to that 
object he had to move for a paper to the 
production of which he hoped there would 
be no objection, as it would serve to afford 


Read a first, 
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hon. member then moved for a Copy of the. 
Memorial presented by John Pritchard, 
late barrack master of Sandown, to the 
Commissioners of Military Inquiry, rela, 
tive to certain. glaring peculations in the 
barrack department. ’ 

The Speaker suggested to the hon. moy, 
er, that the latter words of his motion were 
rather such as it was unusual to introduce 
or admit in describing a paper to be sub. 
mitted to that house. 

Mr. Robson said, that he took the de. 
scription from the title of the memorial 
itself. 

The Secretary at War concurred in the 
observations of the Speaker, and suggest. 
ed the insertion of ‘certain practices,” in 
lieu of the words objected to.—This sug. 
gestion was adopted, and the motion, so 
amended, was agreed to. 

Quit Kents Bitt.] Upon the 
motion of sir John Newport, that the Lrish 
Quit Rents Sale amendment bill should be - 
read a second time. 

Mr. J. Fitzgerald opposed the motion, 
on the ground tht the bill proposed to 
dispose of, for ever, a large proportion of 
the hereditary revenue of the crown, This 
bill, the right hon. gent. observed, passed 
the Irish parliameut in 1798, and was 
meant to produce a certain sum for the 
supplies of that year, but it produced 
nothing; and it was rather odd to have 
it proposed now, when the supplies 
of the year were provided for. Such a 
measure could not be acceded to, with. 
out, in his opivion, doing great injustice 
to his majesty’s successors ; and he begged 
the house to consider that the practice had 
never beenheard of in Eng!and, of disposing 
of the hereditary revenues of the crown, 
without allowing an hereditary compen. 
sation, which was not the case in this 
instauce. 

Sir J. Newport was surprised at the 
opposition made to this bill, which was 
introduced solely to amend a verbal inace 
curacy in the irish .bill passed on_ this 
subject in the year 1798. The right hon. 
baronet denied that this bill was meant 
for an immediate supply to the finances 
of Ireland; for, from its very nature, 
its produce must be progressive. No 
minister could calculate upon the sale of 
a revenue of 60, or 70,0001. within one 
year. This revenue was, it must bere 


collected, commuted for an adequate in- 
crease in the Irish civil list ; and gentle- 


the house much useful information. ‘The 


men must be aware that those great risks 


| 
| 
| | 
| | 


873] 
oduced more arrears and insolvency 
among collectors than any other branch 
of the public revenue. 
_ Mr. Foster concurred in the opinion 
of his hon, friend (Mr. Fitzgerald), and 
maintained that, as the sum proposed to 
be raised by this means was one million, 
the object could he attained on cheap- 
er terms, as the late loan sufficiently 
roved. He recommended the postpone- 
ment of the proposition till next sessions. 
—The further consideration of the bill 
was agreed to be put off till Monday. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

; Wednesday, July 2. 

[Minutes.] Lord Grenville presented 
-amessage from his majesty, adverting to 
the inadequacy of the funds at present 
assigned for the provision of the younger 
brauches of the Royal Family (similar to 
that presen‘ed to the House of Commons, 
and to which we reier), and desiring the 
_ concurrence of their lordships in such 
measures as may be deemed necessary, to 
enable his majesty to sapply such deficien- 
cies, &c. ‘The message being read in the 
usual way, the same was, on the motion 
of lord Grenville, ordered to be teken 
into consideration to-morrow, and the 
lords summoned thereon. ‘ 

[Arrairs or Inpsa—Recat or sirG, 
Bartow.] Lord Minto seeing a noble 
earl in his place (Westmoreland), begged 
leave to address a few observations to their 
lordships, for the purpose of explaining 
and rectifying a mistake which he had 
made, inadvertently, yesterday, for want 
of proper information at the moment. 
What he alluded to, was his statement in 
the conversation which teok place between 
him and the noble earl, on the subject of 
the India Papers he had moved for— 
“that there had been no correspondence 
between the Board of Controul and the 
Court of Directors, on the topic of vacat- 
ing the present Commission of the Go- 
vernment General in Bengal, after that 
- proceeding had taken place.” It happen- 
ed, however, and which had since coine to 
his knowledge, that some correspondence 
had taken place between those ofiicers, 
after the circusstance alluded to had oc- 
curred ; but he felt it incumbent on him to 
observe, that those communications were 
of anature involving such particular points 
and considerations, that he must resist 
any motion tending to their public expo- 
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sure, unless very clear, and very strong 
grounds indeed, should be laid for the pro- 
priety or expediency of such a production. 
Of this, he thought proper to apprise the 
noble viscount, on whose behalf he imagi- 
ned the noble earl opposite to him came 
forward on the ‘occasion. In the course 
of that morning, he had understood, he 
observed, it was intended to move for the 
production of those papers. 

The Earl of Westmoreland shortly sta- 
ted that his noble friend (lord Meltviile) 
intending to postpone the motion he had | 
given notice of on Friday,to another day, 
he would therefore move to discharge the 


order for summoning their \lordships for ~~ 


Friday next, in order to renew the same 
for ‘Tuesday next. 

Lord Minto had no objection to the 
proceeding, but expressed his wish to. 
know, whether it was the intention of the 
noble viscount to move for the papers he. 
had advertedto? ‘To this query, the earl 
of Westmoreland answered in the affirma- 
tive. The order was then discharged, and 
a similar order made for summoniag their 
lordships on Tuesday next. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Wednesday, July 2. 

{Mrnurss.] The Insolvent Debtors 
bill was read a first time—Mr. Van- 
sittart brought up a bill for consolidat- 
ing and rendering more effectual several 
acts for improving the approaches to 
Westminster Hall, and the two Houses 
of Parliament. Read a first time.—Mr. ! 
Hobhouse brought up the report of the 
committee on the act for allowing the in- 
troduction of a limited quantity of coals 
into the cities of London and Westminster 
by the Inland navigation. The resotu- 
tion of the committee was agreed to, and 
a Bill for continuing the act of the 45th 
of the king, for that purpose, ordered 
pursuant thereto.—Mr. Vansittart mov- 
ed, that the house do resolve itself 
into a committee of ways and means,” 
in which it was resolved that the lords 
commissioners of the treasury should be 
empowered to issue tickets, not exceed. 
ing 100,000, for the purposesof one or 
more lotteries for the present year, on 
the usual terms of 101. aticket, and subject 
to such regulations as the Lords of the 
Treasury shall think proper. The report 
was ordered to be received to-morrow.— 
The House, on the motion of Mr. Vane 


| 
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sittart, resolved itself into a committee of 
the whole house, to consider of allowing a 
beunty on the exportation of oil of vitriol, 
im which it was resolved that a bounty 
_ef 5s. 6d. per ewt. should be allowed 
on all oil of vitriol made in Great Bri- 
tain, and exported to foreign parts. “The 
report was ordered tobe received to-mor- 
row. Mr. Vansittart moved, that the 
house do resolve itselfinto a committee of the 
whole house to consider of thesupply grant. 
ed to his majesty ; in which it was resolved, 
that a sum not exceeding 1,000,000I. be 
granted to his majesty to enable him to 
pay the same to the [ast India com. 
pany, for money laid out by them in the 
public service. Also a sum vot exceeding 
3,000,0001. towards defraying the ex- 
pences of the extraordinaries of the army 
for the year 1806. Also 600,0001. for the 
extraordinaries of the army in Ireland 
Also 55071. 18s. 8d. for the purc hase 
ef ordnance lands, for the better secu- 
rity of the docks, ships, and stores at 
Chatham. The house was resumed, and the 
report ordered to be received to-morrow.-— 
On the motion of sir J. Sinclair, the house 
resolyed itself into a committee of the 
whole house, to consider of the report of 
the committee on Scotch forfeited estates, 
in which various sums arisiug froin the 
said forfeited estates were voted in aid of 
different specific purposes ; such a3 com. 
Rte the buildings for the court of 
xehequer, promoting the fisheries, and 
the agricultural interests of the Highlands 
and ior the support and repairs of roads 
and bridges in Scotland. ‘The report was 
ordered to be received to-morrow. 

[Kine’s MessaAGE RELATING TO THE 
Royat Faminy.] Lord Henry Petty 
acquainted the house, that he had a mes- 
sage from his majesty to this house, sign- 
ed by his majesty ; and he presented the 
same to the house; and it was reac by the 
Speaker, and is as followeth, viz. 

*¢ George R.— His Majesty having, by 
“his message of the 8th day of April, 
** 1778, recommended to his faithful com- 
*¢mons to make competent provision for 
$¢the honourable support and mainte- 
** nance of the younger brauches of the 
“¢ Royal Family, and in consequence 
*¢ thereof, an act having passed, charging 
*‘ certain annuities, for such pnrpose, 
‘upon the aggregate fund of Great 
Britain ; but no provision having after 
“ wards been made in the act, by which 
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“the several revenues composing the 
‘¢ said aggregate fund were transferred to 
‘¢ the consolidated fund of G, Britain, 
‘* for securing the said annuities, by réas 
‘son whereof the provision so recom. 
‘¢ mended by his maj. and carried into 
efiect by act of parliament, has failed. 
*¢ and become inetiectual; his maj. re. 
“ commends to the house of commons to 
** consider of such measures as may be 
*¢ necessary for securing the said ainuities 
‘¢ upon the consolidated fund, and his 
‘“¢ maj. cannot forbear taking this occa. 
sion to express his desire, that hig 
*¢ faithful commons will take into con. 
*¢ sideration the propriety of such in, 
“‘ crease of the said allowances, as the 
‘* change of circumstances that has singe 
“¢ taken place shall appear to have ren. 
dered just and .reasonable ; and that 
“they will make such further provision, 
‘Cin conseguence thereof, as the nature 
“¢ of the case shall be found to require.” 
The message was reierred to the commit. 
tee of supplies. 

Aupiror’s Bint. Lord Henry Petty 
moved the order of ihe day for the second 


reading of the Auditor’s bill. 


Mr. TJ. Jones wished, as considerable 
doubts had gone abroad on the subject, to 
ask the noble lord whether they were to 
understand that any considerable portion 
of the 450 millions, he had stated ona 
former occasion as the amount of um 
audited accounts, was recoverable to the 
public ?. 

Lord HenryPetty was surprised, after 
all the discussions that had taken place 
on the subject, and all the explanations 
that had been given, that any doubt could 
be entertained on this subject. He meant as 
he had stated, that public accounts to that 
amount were still unaudited, and of course 
unaccounted for, that is, that the accounts 
had not been regularly investigated, or 
finally audited. 

Mr. Rose stated, that he did not expect 
the second reading to have been pressed 
this night, the bill having only come into 
the hands of the members within. the last 
two or three hours. 

Lord H. Petty said, he had no wish to 
press the bill, but thought the debate on 
the principle might as well take place 
on the question for the Speaker’s leat 
the chair. ‘To this 

Mr. Rose assented. Hehad however, Serie 
ous objections to the principle of the bill 
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whichhe thought calculated to raise the sur- 
mises to which an hon. gent. (Mr. Jones) 
had just alluded. He maintained that nine 
tenths of the 450 millions mentioned by the 
noble lord as unaudited had actuall y been 
audited before they came to be considered 
by the Commissioners of Accounts, by 
whom it had formerly been resolved, that 
it was an unnecessary waste of the public 
money, to audit the accounts of the 
Navy, Army, Bank, Ordnance, Customs, 
&e. which were actually audited, and ef- 
fectually audited, previous to their com- 
ing before them. If these were laid out 
of the computation he contended that not 
ten millions would remain of accounts un. 
audited, and if the noble lord at the head 
of the Treasury Board, or the noble lord 
opposite, had been aware of this circum. 
stance, he was convinced the house wonld 
never haye been troubled with the present 
bill. 

The Attorney General could not allow 
’ the noble lord’s statement to have been 
so much misunderstood by the public, as 
to be interpreted into an assuranee, that 
the vast sum unaccounted for was a re- 
coverable balance yet applicable to the 
public service. twas certainly a public 
evil calling for an immediate and decisive 
remedy, that the accounts to so large’ an 
amount should remain above 20 years un- 
examined, as was the case with those of 
the Paymaster of the Forces. Nothing 
could be a greater temptation to abuse. 

Mr. Huskisson said the paymaster was 
merely bound to return a list of those to 
whom he issued the sums drawa by him 

from the Exchequer; and those persons 
were bound to account for what was issued 
to them. That had been. done with ve- 
ry few. exceptions. ‘ 
Me T’. Jones. hoped the bill would make 
efiectual provision for a speedy audit. 
He would propose a clause to that efiect 
ina future stage, 

Mr. Windham could not conceive how 
a delay of 20 years. could have occurred 
in the audit of the paymaster’s accounts, 
if the sub-acconntants had accounted re. 
gularly. 

Mr. Rose, in. explanation stated, that 
th: paymaster was to, give in a certified 
list of those to whom heissued the money : 

the Commissioners of Audit-were then to 
call on the persons, named in this list.— 
The. bill was then.read:a second time. 


[Assessep Taxes Axtowance 
Lord Heury Petty moved the further 
consideration of the report of this bill. 

Mr. Huskisson wished the noble lord 
to be more explicit in his explanation of 
this measure, When he proposed anins 
crease of the property tax, the noble lord 
thought that no allowance should be made 
in it for the number of children, and now 
it was impossible to discover, whether he 
proposed this abatement in consideration 
of the pressure of the property tax, the 
assessed taxes, or the taxes generally, One 
ihing was certain, that this would make 
avery great diminution, to the extent 
of 2 or 300,0001. in the produce of the 
revenue upon the permanent taxes. |The 
assessments ailorded no criterion of a 
man’s income, and thebill should preper- 
ly state the principle on which it proceed. 
ed. The surplus of the consolidated fund 
was a security against any defalcations 3 
but by this ‘exemption, it would be con. 
siderably diminished. ‘The noble lord found 
himself under the necessity of adding 
1,200, 0001. to the permanent taxes ; and, 
by this measure, he would increase the 
charge upon them, without having made 
any further provision for it. 4f the war 
should cease, the noble lord might be in- 
duced to repeal the property tax, and this 
deduction would operate on that part 
of the consolilated fund, upon which 
there were permanent charges. He stated 
his intention to propose a clause for re. 
medying this inconvenience. 

Lord H. Petty remarked, that when 
he proposed the additional property tax, 
the gentlemen on the other side seemed te 
wish theexemptions to be continued as be. 
fore ; but he thought it objectionable, as 
well upon general principles, as in itsap. 
plication to the execution of that tax, 
This mode also was not eiitirely consis. 
tent with what he conceived-to be the ge- 
neral principles of taxation ; but he adopt. 
ed it, as being less objectionable in practice 
than the other. He held it to be the most 
blameabic and mischievous of all delusi- 
ous, to hold out exemptions, which 
could not be realized, on account’ of the 
difficulties andimpediments that might be 
thrown in their way, which could not 
happen in this case. He had no objec. 
tion to explain, that the principle of this 
allowance arose out of the general pres: 
sure of taxation upon the people of - this 


| 
1 
4 
: 
\. | 
at | 
ly | 
ad 
“ 
on | 
1a | 
| 
| 
ter | 
| 
ons 
uld | 
t as 
hat 
irse 
ints 7 
or 
ssed | 
into | | 
jast 
h to 
on 
lace 
ving 
seri 
bill 


$79] 


country, and he did not wish to limit it | 


as to time, but to let it remain, while 


that pressure continued. It was true, 


that some inequalities would necessarily 
exist in it; but. if it were made general, 
it would lead to that delusion, which he 
was desirous of avoiding. As to the di- 
minution it would occasion, that would 
be made up by the surplus upon other 
taxes, and the consolidated fund would 
be secured by giving it a credit in the 
war taxes. 

Mr. /uskisson still objected to the di- 
verting of any part of the permanent taxes, 
for the purpose of relief from the pres- 
sure of the temporary taxes. He con- 
cluded by moving a clause, by which 
was provided that a sum equal to the 
amount of the exemption should be paid 
into the.consolidated fund out of the pro- 
perty tax —Lord H. Petty agreed to this 
amendment, and the bill was ordered to 
be read a third time the next day. 


[Vaccine [Nocutation.] Lord Henry 


Petty rose, and addressed the house as 
follows :—I rise, sir, in pursuance of the 
notice I gave to’ the house a few days ago, 
to call your attention to a subject of ge- 
neral importance. It is indeed a subject 
which is totally unconnected with all 
party principles. It however, concerns 
the welfare, health, and existence. of a 
large portion of his majesty’s subjects, 
and, therefore, is well deserving of the 
censideration and support of parliament. 
I mean, sir, that very remarkable disco- 
yery, and the practice which has followed 
it, of inoculation of the cow-pox, com- 
monly called Vaccine Inoculation, as a 
substitute for the loathsome small pox, 
an evil which has spread a dreadful de- 
solation throughout the whole world. 
In submitting this subject to your no- 


- tice, I shail not enter minutely into an 


investigation, or inquiry, as to the gra- 
dual progress which the practice of this 
inoculation has made among the several 
nations of Europe. [ shall briefly mention 
it to be the discovery of an eminent and 
most celebrated physician, who for 30 
years has devoted his whole mind and at- 
tention to promote its salutary eflects 
amongst mankind. The knowledge. of 
this important subject first commenced in 
the' year 1777: so carly did it strike Dr, 

enner, a name which has become well 
known amongst all the nationsin Europe, 
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and indeed throughout the whole world, 

That gentleman, by devoting the whole | 
of his time, attention, and labours, tg 
this subject, has, by a slow and gradual 
progress, brought the practice of his valu. 
able discovery into very great reputation, 
It was, however, in the year 1796, when 
he first thought of extending its benefits 
by inoculation. To that illustrious chas 
racter, therefore,we are entitled to ascribe 
our being likely to get rid of the small pox, 
one of the most dangerous calamities that 
mankind has ever been afflicted with 
In the year 1798, Dr. Jenner having 
ascertained its advantages by sufficient ex. 
periments, it was extended, and soon af, 
ter submitted to the consideration of this 
house, and under its sanction, and chief 
owing to its patronage, it was established 
throughout England. In the year 1799, 
this discovery gained its way ever the 
whole continent of America, and even 
amongst the Indians, it has been practised 
with a degree of success fully answering 
the most sanguine expectations of him 
who at first suggested it. In 1800 it was 
adopted upon the continent; and, under 
the auspices of our commander in chief, 
it extended to the shores of the Mediter. 
ranean. Afterwards from its favourable’ 
reception iu the kingdom of Naples, and 
most of the Italian states, it - gradual. 
ly made its progress northwards. In 
Russia, Prussia, and Denmark it was 
eagerly embraced; but I could wish 
to call the attention of the house 
in a particular manner to the sue 
cess which it has met with in the domi. 
minions of the House of Austria. In 
the year preceding its introduction into 
Vienna, the average amount of deaths, 
occasioned by the small pox, was 835, 
but in 1799 the vaccine inoculation was 
introduced, and in 1802 the aumberof 
deaths arising from that fatal malady was 
reduced to 61. In 1803 it was further 
reduced to 27, andin 1804 the actual 
number who died of the small pox amount 
ed to two persons only, and these were 
arrivals from the country. Upon a fair 
calculation, therefore, it may reasonably 
be computed that the whole annual sa¥- 
ing of the lives of persons from that dig. 
order, amounts on an average to 838 in 
one capital, by the beneficial practiceof - 
vacine inoculation. After having stated 


this fact, which makes the deepest ite 


‘ 


| 

| 

| | 
| | | 
| 
| 

| 


ment reaping the beneficial consequences 


_ sequence of the numerous prejudices which 


_ lature, and, therefore, I am now about to 
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pression. upon my mind, I think I have 
submitted one of the strongest motives 
which have induced me to adopt some 
measure to promote its progress in our 
own country. While the inhabitants of 
all Europe and America are at this mo- 


of such a wonderful discovery ; while in 
the East Indies alone, there have becn 
upwards of 800,000 persons inoculated 
in the space of a single year; and whilst 
in the empire of China, too, its introduc- 
tion has become general, and it has been 
regularly successful in its effects in every 
part of the globe ; I am sorry, extremely 
hurt, however, to observe, that im this 
country alone,in which the discovery had 
originated, the salutary practice of vac- 
cine inoculation: has been of late years 
undergoing a retrograde movement. What 
has been the real cause of this melancholy 
circumstance? Objections certainly have 
been started, and the promulgation of 
them in the mauner in which they have 
been circulated throughout the kingdom, 
has no doubt had the effect of arresting 
very considerably the progress of vaccina- 
tion, and of spreading abroad the dread- 
ful consequences of the‘original malady, 
thereby increasing the number of its wic- 
tins. [ observe, in the city of London, 
in the year 1802, the average number of 
deaths for six years, was 1811,-but the 
effects of the vaccine inoculation, at first, 
went considerably to reduce that num. 
ber, and in 1804 it was only 629, being 
about one-third of the average number 
of individuals who had perished by the 
small pox, for six years preceding the in- 
troduction of vaccination.» But, in con 


have been excited, and the opinions that 
have been circulated adverse to vaccina- 
tion, the original practice of inoculating 
for the small pox has been gradually 
making progress, and the number of deaths 
which have happened during the last year 
has amounted to no less than 1680, which 
is bringing back nearly that average de- 
gree of depopulation which had been ex- 
perietced previous to the introduction of 
the vaccine discovery. Under these alarm- 
ing circumstances, sir, 1 found, that in 
every point of view, this measure claims 
the most serious attention of the legis. 


tion to propose any compulsory measures, 
being well convinced that whatever may 
be our view of any, subject of science, 


this house ought to pause very long ina 


deed, before they prescribe any law to 
individuals’ upon matters which relate te 
their own health, and even on which the 
very existence of their children may des 
pend. These, indeed, are topics upon 
which private individuals in society are 
to be allowed to be the most competent 
judges ; but, if I am not to have recourse 
to compulsory measures, I feel that it is 
at least a duty incumbent upon me in the 
situation in which I stand at this time, to 
submit a motion to this house, to. which; 
if they agree, their procedure will tend to 
enlighten the public, by informing them 
in a formal and regular manner, of what 
appears to us to be the truth. It will 
give to this valuable discovery the ad. 
vantage of having all the weight of pro. 


mulgation which the high character and — 


popularity of parliament. is. capable. of. 
With that view, [ shall.think it proper 
to submit a plan by which this house shall 
become possessed of a mass of evidence 
as to the real merits ef this discovery ; 
which will prove highly satisfactory both 
to ourselves and to the! public at large. 
This measure I propose to effect by the 
house voting an address to his majesty; 
praying that his royal college of physi- 


cians shall. be requested to enquire into 


the progress of vaccine inoculation, and’ 
to assign the causes of its success having 
been retarded throughout the united 
kingdoms, in order that their report may 
be made to this house of parliament, and 
that we may take the most proper meang 
of publishing itto theinhabitants at large. 
If the result of such proposed inquiry 
turn out (asl am strongly disposed: to 
think it will) a corroboration of the benes 
ficial effects which other nations seem cons 
vinced are derived from vaccine inecula« 
tion, it will satisfy the people of this 
country of the many. evils which arise 
from the rapid progress of the other fatal 
species of disorder. . [t will prove to 
them that the bad effects which have been 
ascribed to vaccination have been dreads 
fully exaggerated ; and that the tempor. 
ary duration of its benefits, ina few cases, 
have been owing fo some kind~ of misé 
management. If such shall be the result 


submit some mode of procedure concern. 


ing it. [have not the smallest 


Vor, Vil. 


of the proposed inquiry, I have no hesitae 
‘tion ia saying that it ought afterwards 
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be for this house to-consider whether or 
pot any reward has been bestowed upon 
the original discovergr of vaccine inocula. 
tion, which’is in any degree adequate to 
its rea} importance, andas such cuhsistent 
with the general character-and liberality 
‘of this country.” This, however, is.asub- 
jeot forafter consideration; but iu themean 
time 'the house will agrée with m¢ as. to 
the propriety of collecting-opinions relative 
to the gencral effects’ of this mode of inocu. 
lation, and to'show to the world that if 
there’be any’ truth’ as.to its benefits, we 
shall not be the first to reject them ; but 
. that,'on the contrary, we shall use every 
méans to encourage its progress, and this 
in a’ manner consistent with the dignity 
and character of our. nation.—The noble 
lord concluded: with moving, ‘¢ that-an 
. humble address: be presented to his 
jesty; to request that his majesty will be 
ciously pleased’ to direct. his College 
f Physicians to enquire imto the state 
of vaccine inoculation in the united 
kingdom,-and to report their opinion and 
observations upon that practice, the evi- 
dence. which has ‘been adduced in its 
support, andthe causes which have hither- 
to‘retarded its general adoption and that 
his. majesty ‘will be graciowsly pileased to 
direct’ that the’ said report, whenmmad:, 
may be laid before thishouse: «°°: 
“i Dr. Matthews.—Itis with much satis, 
faction, sir, that I rise to'seconil the mo- 
‘tion which the noble lord. has just now 
made, and to take this opportunity of 
stating my own sentiments upon this in- 
valuable: discovery. From the time of 
its first publication to the I have 
paid it the utmost: attention, and have 
carefully watched: its progress. I must 
eonfess that; at first, although I was per- 
fectly disposed to admit the veracity of 
the celebrated: discoverer himself, yet I 
received the accounts-of its success with 
a certain degree ‘of caution. 1 then 
thought that it might be attended with 
_ eonsiderable hazard to society were we to 
giveup practising a-mode, the good effects 
of which‘had been already fully experien. 
_ ced; inorder to adopt one which might be 
gncertain, precarious, and dangerous in its 
 epmsequences. Undertheseimpressions,sir, 
J attended with assiduity to the progress 
of this new practice as it advanced, and 
the resulthas been, that my mind has now 
received the fuliest conviction of the vast 
superiority of the vaccine ingculation 
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It may be right, that should, on.aq 
occasion like the present, submit. to your _ 
notice afew of the most striking circum, 
stances which have occurred to me:as to 
the effects of the original mode of ingen. 
lation for the. swail pox. In. the first 
place, in many cases, where the disorder 
takes 1 bad turn, not only will deformities 
arise upon the human countenance, byt 
death itself, in its most awful form often 
ensues. In the second place, however 
beneficial this original! mode of preven. 
tion may be to individuals, it is well known 
that it forms a magazine of the most 
dreadful evils, and that contagion, with al] 
its baneful efiects, usually follows. Are. 
ference to the bills of mortality will, prose 
this assertion, and show to demonstration, 


-that’the number .of deaths have. been 


greatly. increased since the first discovery 
of the small pox inoculation. {nthe 
third place, my great objection to con, 
veying the variolous matter ‘into the hu. 
man constitution is; that it has been the 
means of introducing scrophula, whichis 
amore dangerous and pernicious disorder 
than even the natural small pox itself ; in. 
somuch, as 'that:the one makes a speedy 
and the other, a slow progress towards, 
death. ‘The numerous cases which have 
come undep my own observation, singe 
the ‘introduction of the vaccine inocula, 
tion, have effectually persuaded me of its 
advantageous effects, notwithstanding the 
variety: of opinions it has excited, and 
the several instances which have been ad 
duced to demonstrate its failure. These 
instances, sir, 1 have found upon midute 
investigation, have been exceedingly 
equivocal, and. in. several cases the ex+ 
periment has turned out not to have been 
properly performed.. Where a few ids 
stances have been produced: to prove that 


‘the smali pox had ensued even after 


vaccine inoculation, they by no means 
tend to convince me of the inefficacy of 
the discovery ; for even similar cases are 
known to have occurred in the other 
species of inoculation. None of theins 
stances, which have hitherto been brought 
forward by those who professed them» 
selves to be enemies to this valuable and 
important discovery have had the smallest 
effect in creating doubts in my mind as to 
its ultimate success. I haveno a 
therefore, saying at. this moment that 

am fully convinced, the result of further 
experience will. correspond completely 


over that of the small pox inoculation. | 


;with my most sanguine expeciatiqns 
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‘J cannot dowbt, sir, that: the country 
_jn a short time will hasten to testify fur- 
“ther marks of its gratitude for the in 
‘estimable benefits it has received. from 


the assiduous exertions of the respectable 


and learned doctor:to whom this import- 
ant discovery is owing. His name, I 


doubt. not, will be enrolled by posterity 


amongst those 
€Jnventas aut’qui vitam excoluere per artes 
Atque sui memores alios fecere merendi,’ 

“Such are the grounds upon which I rose 
‘to second this motion of the noble lord, 
‘and | have only to express my hope that 
‘the house of commons will add some other 
‘solid proofs of its gratitude, and there- 
‘by shew the disposition in parliament 
‘to encourage all manner of discoveries 
which tend materially to the general 
‘benefit of maukind. 


Mr. Wilberforce.—It gives me, sir, the | 


greatest pleasure to find that the noble 
‘lord opposite me has now taken up this 
question. 1 have long entertained an 
anxious desire, that such an important 
‘subject should be brought into the house, 
‘throug the medium of some individual 


‘in an high and powerful, situation. Al-: 
‘though that noble lord has fulfilled my: 


hopes and expectations in this. respect, 
yet, sir, L am greatly disposed to doubt, 
whether the plan he has just now sug- 
‘gested is so likely to have the desired ef- 
fect as some others that might be sub- 
‘mitted to the consideration of the house. 
‘It may be remembered, that some time 
ago, acertificate had been made out, and 
‘signed by a most respectable budy of 
medical gentlemen, as to the propriety 
and efficacy of vaceine inoculation. 1 be- 


. lieve that every medical name of any ce- 


lebrity, in the city of London and its 
environs, was attached to that certificate, 


and, therefore, so far as the ettect of 


sucha mode of procedure, as .relates to 
edical men could,go, it has already been 
tried. Undoubtedly there have been va- 
‘Tious rumours ,circulated and arguments 
Faised against the ;practice of \inocula- 
tion for the cow\pox, and every one has 
heard of some individual instances of 
failure, and. it, has, unfortunately bap- 
Pened, that many , of these failures have 
Originated through, the imprudent ma- 
even of its. best friends, .Many 
upon them, to give 
8 disorder, without any study, relyin 
Upon the bare description 


| ceived of it, believing this.to- be sufficient 
to enable any ‘individual to pronounee 
upon its real character, and to practise it 
with success'and the utmost safety. This, 
I believe, has been carried too-far, and 
consequently there have been instances in 
which persons have been inoculated with 
the vaccine matter, who have had no true 
disease; hence some have had thenatural, 
and others the inoculated small. pox, 
at some distance of time after such im- 


management 1 am inclined; to attribute 
the foundation of the various publications 
‘which have tended to retard the progress 
of this valuable and important discovery. 
What I conceive as a preferable and 
more practicabie course of procedure, in 


lord has in view, would be, that a com- 
mittee of the house of commons, and 
another of the house of lords, should be 
appointed to enquire into the actual state 
of the disease, and to receive evidence as 
to its progress and effects. When the 
last measure was adapted by the house 
of commons, upon this same ‘subject, va- 
rious cases were brought forward by per- 
sons who said that the practice of in- 
oculation amounted to a failure; such 
cases were heard by the committee with 
the greatest impartiality, yet-we'all know 
how favourable their ultimate report to 
the house was as toits success. Upon 
these grounds | cannot help thinking that 
another report of a: similar. nature with 
the former, being presented to the house, 
would bye attended with much greater 
advantages than merely report or ‘cer. 
tificate, from the college of physicians, 
and would be much more congenial to 
the inclinations and feelings of the peo. 
ple ot this country. The one might »be 
considered as being biassed by 
judice, but the other universally as-aeting 
with the greatest impartiality for ,the 
general good of the nation, Althongh 
agree with the noble lord, 
pulsory measures, in such ‘cases. ought 
carefully to be avoided, if possible; at 
the same time I ‘think there is ‘another 
method which may be adopted -with 
absolute justice .and ‘propriety. 
though we cannot) ferce people simos 
culate with the vaccine matter, in preference 
ta'that of the smallpox, yet we may ims 
pose: certain .rnles,..or ‘restrictions, 
those who do put the latter practice into 


-perfect operation. To this kind of mis. — 


regard to the object which the noble. 
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would contribute greatly to secure the 
public against the ctlects of contagion, in 


havecontinued long enough-to be enforced, 


fit, which would, by ourexample being fol- 
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execution upon their “vhildren. This 


the same manner as is done in the case. of 
the plague. The laws of quarantine 


‘and have been found to be attended with 
infinite advantage. - These may be deemed 
a. constraint upon the public, but having 
proved so beneficial, why not impose the 
‘same controul over mankind in other cases 
where communications with the diseased 
may be attended with dangerous conse. 
quences? Now we know, sir, that the 
sma!] pox has been found by long and fatal 
experience, to be nearly a kind of plague, 
so that great advantage would arise to soci- 
ety were we to prohibit persons who do 
not vaccinate their children, from allow- 
ing them, when labouring under the small 
pox, to go out amougst others who have 
hitherto escaped its dreadful consequences, 
This is a sort of justice, which | conceive 
parliament owes to the country,and a benc- 


Jowéd,even extend itself to other countries. 
The present permission of variolated pa- 
tients going abroad amongst society is not 
yroductive of any advantages, either to 
the children themselves, or their parents. 
lf we found that the parents were not 
willing to confine their children in their 
own houses, would there not be an 
evident propriety in governmeut having 
places appointed for that ex press purpose? 
I only throw out these hints, as 1 think 
it is a thing which gentlemen ought to hold 
jn their minds. This measure of regulation 
could by no possible construction be reck- 
oned as compulsory upog the feelings of 
the people,or in any degree injurious to the 
liberty of society. It is merely an act of 
security, rendered necessary in order to 
guard the lives of some of our fellow-crea- 
tures against infection, aud is both a salu- 
tary and mild restriction. It is not con- 
trary to measures which parliament have it 
in their power to adopt, in regard to other 
cases of contagious disorders, 1 remember 
perfectly well, that soon after the discovery 
of: vaccine inoculation, it was said that 
many more people had died of the small pox 
than before; this however, was found to 
be entirely owing to the patients: going 
intothe open air, and catching infection 
at.a time when they were most susceptible 
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practice of vaccine inoculation has made gp 
very little progress in this the very coum, 
try where it originated, as it is owing tg | 
one of those curious circumstances which 
arise from the state and principles of hy. 
man. nature that new discoveries aye 
viewed with greater caution and surprise 
in those places where they are first made, 
than in those countries where they age 
afterwards disseminated. While in other 
countries great labour and pains are be 
stowed in cultivating and improving a dig. 
covery, and in putting itinto practice for 
the benefit of the human race, it is often 
found that the reputation of its original 
success dies gradually away in the very 
country which gave it  birth—Now, 
Sir, what is the best mode of getting the 
better of that extraordinary antipathy 
which arises in the human mind upon the 
subject of discoveries or innovations? 
Is it not to infuse information into the 
minds of the people by. every possible 
means! To hold out to their view proofs 
of its superior efficacy in foreign countries, 
and to demonstrate clearly the advantages 
with which it might naturally be attended 
in our own? and to remove those pre 
judices which have arisen from the vague 
and unfounded reports of self-interested 
individuals? These surely are the means 
which, if adopted, would tend to dis-emi. 
nate the happy consequences of this use 
ful and wonderful discovery throughout 
the inhabitants of our own country, and 
still farther to extend its advantages to 
the most distant quarters of the globe, 
On the whole, sir, | cannot help wishing, 
that the noble lord would consider whe. 
ther, or not, it would be practicable to 
appoint such a committee to report to the 
house the result of their investigations 
against next session of parliament, and 
also to ascertain whether, or not, such 
restrictions as those which I haye now 
suggested, would not be attended with 
most beneficial consequences to the health, 
welfare, and happiness of society. The 
plan of having this committee to procure 
the evidence adduced before themselves, I 
am convinced would be much better ree 
lished by the country than the mode pro. 
posed by the present motion of th 
that committee to form this judgment 
upon the previous report of the College 
of Physicians, ‘ The same species of evi- 


of,it. Iam notatall surprised that the | 
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déhce would still be open to them, and: 
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-they would no doubt be inclined to view 
_the whole through, an impartial medium ; 
_their minds being previously quite unbias- 
sed upon the subject, would only be, 
susceptible of changes by the evidence 
_pefore them. 
Mr. Secretary Windhum.—The only 
_ point, sir, in which it appears to me; that 
we differ in opinion, as to the subject 
under our consideration, is, as to the mode 
that ought to be pursued in ‘effecting the 
object we have in view. Upon this 
point I must say, that I am rather inclined 
to give the preference to the plan which 
has been Suggested by my noble friend, 
who brought forward this motion. The 
proposition which has been just now made 
_by the hon. gent. seems to be merely a 
commutation of that which has been sug- 
gested by the noble lord near me. The 
whole difference turns upon the question | 
_of substituting the report of a committee 
of this house for that of the College of 
Physicians. ‘The hon. member seems to“ 
think, that an investigation and report, 
proceeding from a committee, would have 
more weight and authority with the pub- 
lic, than a report issuing: from a body of 
Physicians. In this particular, howe- 
ver, 1 must beg leave to differ from him, 
as I think a committee of this house 
would be less competent to form a correct 
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will proceed upon the surest grounds, 
upon the sentimeuts and opinions of men 
of experience, in a learned profession, © 
which enables them to judge with superior 


.gecuracy and acuteness upon subjects 


connected with that profession. To 
committees of this house the common 
adage might be applied, Ne sutor ultra 
crepidam ; for it is well-known fact, 
that aman is always a more competent 
judge of matters relating to his own pro- 
fession than another who is a perfect 
stranger to such subjects. —On the whole, 
I think, that the plan of my noble friend 
would have infinitely the best chance of 
overcoming the public préjudices, and’ of. 
giving validity to the opinions of those 
‘best able to judge’of the real merits of this — 
valuable discovery made by Dr. Jenner. 
Perhaps, indeed, these prejudices may 
be found already too deeply rooted in the 
minds of some few individuals to be ex- 
firpated by the combined etforts both of 
the college of physicians ‘and of parlia. 
ment, if we were to judge from the failure 
of our formér sanction, in accomplishing 
the utmost of our wishes. This, how- 
ever, [ sincerely trust will not be the 
case, as | am one of those-who, convinced | 
of its:superior efficacy by its success in 
foreign countries, have only to deplore 
that it has not met with better encou. 


and sound judgment upon the subject, 
than medical men would be. Theirin- 
competency would be felt and considered 
‘by the public, and consequently an 
opinion from them, as to the good or bad 
effects of the vaccine inoculation would 
have much less weight on their minds. 
It would not tend to allay their sus. 
picions, nor administer a guidance for 
their future conduct. Far different, 
however, would be the effect of a report 
proceeding from that learned and respect. 
able body, the Royal College of Physici- 
ans, most formaily called upon by par- 
liament. By the noble lord’s plan, I 
think the authority and influence of parlia- 
ment would come in justin the way in. 
which it ought to come. ‘¢ It. will add 
@ superior degree of solemnity to our 
sanction of what we deem a most useful 
and highly beneficial discovery. In the 
one case, the house would be gronuding 
their procedure upon the opinion of a 
committee, founded perhaps upon falla- 


ragement in our own.—The hon. gent. 
who spoke last recommends a certain 
species of compulsion, aud indeed [ 
think it is such a one as the legislature of 
any country may; in certain cases, be 
well entitled to adopt, in order to prevent 
contagious maladies from spreading among 
society. Such compulsory measures ought, 
however, not to be adopted except in 
cases of the most urgent necessity. "If it 
really can be shewn that compulsory 
measures are requisite upon the present 
occasion, then is parliament blameable for 
not having adopted them sooner.— It is 
now common to be scandalized at seeing 
the wretched and miserable objects, who 
are afilicted with this baneful disorder, 
carried about in the public streets, in the 
arms of their anxious and afflicted parents, 
mingling with society, as if no such in- | 
fectious disease existed.—Il know well, 
however, that the moment any kind of 
compulsion ig adopted upon subjects 
of: this sort, that. moment. there is a 


principles, while in the othgr they 


greater degree of hatred excited in the 
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public mipd against what may be judici- 
pusly prescribed ; and 1 therefore should 
be exceedingly unwilling ‘to resort tosuch 


-@ measure.—The mild, solemn, and 


considerate recommendation of vaccina- 
tion by parliament being what they judge 


_ the most prudent plan to be pursued, will 


no doubt go infinitely further than any 
constraint. whatever. Had the question 
this day related solely to the quantum of 
reward which parliament ought to bestow 
upon the discoverer of this most efficacious 
and beneficial practice, I should not have 
objected to the appointment of a commit- 
‘tec in the manner the hon. member pro- 
‘poses, namely for the purpose of leaving 
the business entirely to their discretion. 
That subject, however, will be more fit for 
future consideration, when this previous 
‘point is properly ascertained to the satisiac- 
tion of the public. Then will be the time to 


_ remunerate and encourage that meritorious 


“individual to whem. society in general 
wes the utmostgratitude and favour, and 
who, I cannot heip thinking, has not yet 
been sufficiently rewarded for the expence 
and trouble this discovery has cost him. 
Such are the. grounds upon which 1 
think it my duty to support the noble lord 


_ dn the motion he has made, and the rea- 


sons which would make me exceedingly 
unwilling to resort to compulsory mea- 
sures under any circumstances, except 
those of the most urgent and dangerous 
‘necessity. 

. Mr. Wilberforce in explanation, said, 
I should besorry to be in any degrce mis. 
understood as to what I have said in re- 
‘gard to compulsion. Thert. hon. gent. 
seems to suppose I meant to suggest the 


propriety of adopting compulsory mea-. 
‘sures in regard to the practice of the 
vaccine inoculation. So far from mean-. 


ing that kind of constraint, I think 
I expressed myself so as to imply that it 
-would be absolutely wrong. This is my 
most deliberate opinion. ~All that 1 
ameant by talking of compulsion was, that 
some particular mode ought to be pre. 


‘scribed for enforcing certain regulations, 


and restrictions upon those individuals, 
who might in a voluntary manner submit 


to,small-pox inoculation; such regula- 


tions being of a kind neither to be inju- 
ious nor to bear hard upon them in any 
qTespect Whatever. It was alone with the 
intention of providing for the convenience 


of such ‘afflicted individuals, who, frém 
“their situation in life, or other citcdmstay. 
ces, might not be enabled to provide for 
themselves proper accmomodation, These, 
sir, were my sentiments; and 1 still 
think that some such provision is "neved, 
sary, in order to afford vaccine inocu. 
lation the benefit of an impartial, apr. 
dent, and an effectual trial. Such a mea, 
sure would be attended with this import. 
ant advantage too, that the public 't 
selves would more easily become witnesses 
of the greater efficacy of the vaccine i. 
oculation, and consequently of its rapid 
and successful progress throughout the 
united kingdom, | 
Mr. Bankes:—Sir,it appears to me that 
the mode proposed by. the noble ‘lord i 
exceedingly eligible at this late period of 
the session, in so far as he wishes to com, 
bine the science of a learned body with 
the judgment and deliberation of -a'com 
mittee of the house of commons, and that 
nothing should be determined upon tail 
both their reports have been conjoined 
and submitted to the consideration éf 
the house. If this motion had been made 
however, at an ‘earlier period of the 
session, I cannot help thinking that, ing — 
matter of this sort (which is a matter 6f 
fact, and not a question of science), thete 
could not be a better mode of procetiife 
than that which has been suggested 0 
my hon. friend near me. Even those’ 
best acquainted with the matter under dis 
cussion cannot pretend to give an acct. 
rate description of the real sources froin 
which the existing prejudices have arisen, 
or the causes from which its want of Ctl 
tivation and encouragement have origt- 
nated. The subject in which the public 
are most materially interested, and ‘the 
fact which remains to be more clearly a 
certained is, whether this 
which has been made by Dr. Jenner is, it 
the mode in which it is now practiséd, ‘@f 
such a‘sort as to afford us a reasonable $e. 
curity against the ravages of ‘that mor 
dreadful ‘disorder which it is intefided f 
prevent.—This, sir, appears to me to be 
‘a subject of consideration so distinct from 
that of a sciéntific nature, that it is one 
which any of reasonable 
thinking men, ‘affording their time je 
areas capable ‘of laying distinctly am 
clearly ‘before the ‘public, ‘as the most, 
warned body that ‘ever existéd could dy 
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my neble friend, however, does not, 
by his proposed plan, preciude a combina. 
tion of all the advantages resulting from 
science and learning, and experience, can- 
pot object toit, although I may think it 
capable of some improvement.—From the 
vaderstanding 1 have of the matter, | 
think, that the peculiar disadvantages un- 
der which this:valuable discovery has la. 
boured in this country, and the: causes 
which have retatded its progress here more 
than in other parts of Europe, have, been 
jn a great measure owing to the manner 
in. which the operation of introducing 
the vaccine matter has been performed. 
While in other countries, the practice has 
been solely confined to scientific persons, 
it has been rendered here so exceedingly 
plain to every understanding, that al! per- 
sons have been enabled to put it into exe- 
cution, In this country it has been found 
that scarcely any one of the profession is 
called to practice it. ‘To this indiscrimi- 
pate use, therefore, 1 am incliped to at- 


' tribute its failure in success in those cases 


which have been urged by its enemies as 
arguments against its introduction. In 
those countries where it has been entirely 
confined to medical persons, it has been 
ascertained, that no such exceptions to its 
success have ever been started ; for as I 
have been informed no such cases of failure 
have ever happened amovgst them. The 
improvement, or rather addition, which | 
am inclined to suggest to the nobie lord’s 
motion, is the junction of another learned 
body, who haye been overlooked on this 
occasion, but who, it would be exceed- 
ingly proper, should also be requested to 
join-in this enquiry... The learned body 
to which I allude, sir, is that of the Royal 
College of Surgeons. If we are to enter 
into a minute investigation at all, and en. 
deayour, to receive information irom men 
of science as a general rule for our con- 
duct; why ought we not to make that 
enquiry and research as general and ex- 
tensive, as possible? A subject of this 
Kind does not require us to confine our 
investigation to physicians alone, Upon 
that foating, sir, ‘shall take the liberty 
pf suggesting to the noble’ lord, that a 
provision should beisiserted for the pur- 


. pose .of referring. the qilestion as to the 


yaccine inocwlation: aiso to the Royal 
Collegeof Surgeons. 1 cannot help stat. 
ang, that still-persevere in. the opinion I 
formerly entertained, that if this discovery 
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be of that utility and advantage, which E 
trust and hope it will prove to be, it will 
find its way against all opposition, and 
that the learned doctor, who has been 
the discoverer of this great and important 


| secret to mankind, cannet in sueh a coun. 


try as this, fail of obtaining his due re- 
ward, by the immense extension of hig 
medical practice. Add to this, that the 
learned doctor, who has made this va~ 
luable and beneficial discovery, certainly 
must also gain a considerable additionat 
advantage, in consequence of this in. 
quiry now about to be set on foot, in 
order to quiet the fears, and strengthen 
the conviction of the people, which 
leads me to think that Dr. Jenner will 
find himself well remunerated without any 
thing further from parliament. As to the 
question of compulsion, which has beer 
touched upon in the course of this discuss 
sion, Lcan hardly think that my hon, 
friend near me (Mr. Wilberforce), who 
has shewn himselfso well acquainted with 
the general. principles of liberty upon all 
occasions, meant to recommend any com. 
pulsory medsures, that would infringe up- 
on that freedom, which even allows pre- 
judice to work its way. You may be 
assured, sir, that there is a sense im the 
people of England, which will not long 
Oppose truth; that even without the aid 
of parliament, without enquiries through 
the means of committees or investigations 
and reports made vut by a College of Phy- 
sicians, prejudice will at last disappear, 
and. truth will ultimately prevail, As 
the mode now proposed, however,’ will 
certainly tend either to expedite on. the 
one hand a conviction of that truth which 
it is so desireable to assert, or, on the 
other, to expose the fallacy of those ar. 
guments which have been adduced im fa- 
vour of the discovery, without any undue 
means being used to support the one, or 
the other,1 shall certainly vote for the mo- 
tion which has been made by the noble lord. 

Mr. William Smith.—1..do not: rise, 
sir, for the purpose of discussing the 
real merits, as to the  efiect of this 
wonderful | discovery, relying that we 
shall in the end find, that it will turn out 
to our most sanguine expectations, and 
consequently well worthy the further li- 
berality of parliament. 1 merely wish to 
make a few observations upon a, subject 
which is of such vast importance to the 
public at.large, that I donot think a few 
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minutes’ will be at mis-spent upon this 
occasion, although there is to be an ulte- 
rior discussion. I cannot help thinking 
with the honourable gentleman who spoke 


- Jast, that if there were also to be a refer. 


ence to the College of Surgeons as well as | 


_to the College of Physicians, considerable | 


advantage would be derived, for this plain | 
and obvious reason, that surgeons more than | 
physicians, have had occasion to practise the 
vaccine ‘inoculation, and to enter into the 
merits of the arguments which have been 
raised concerning it. With respect to the 
reasons which have prevented the propa- 
gation of this measure for saving the lives 
of the people in this country, as it has 
done in others, | must admit that my learn- 
ed friend (Dr. Matthews) has hit upon 


expressed. 1 do not believe that any ef. 
fectual plan has been adopted in order to 
prevent mistakes in the performance of the 
operation. I[ really amof opinion, that 
a great part of those prejudices whieh 
have arisen, preceeded entirely from 
the circumstances of its having been con- 
ducted by the hands of persons who from 
carelessness or ignorance have communi. 
cated to their patients a false aud spurious 
species of this disorder. ‘This is indeed 
a cause which we raust all lament; and 
think that it affords an’ additional reason 
_ for referring the subject to the investiga. 
tion of surgeons as well as physicians. 1 
, must confess, sir, that Irose chiefly to ex- 
press my extreme satisfaction, that this 
most important and interesting subject 
has been brought forward from the respec. 
table quarter from which it has proceeded. 
The high aud respectable character which 
the noble lord possesses in his majesty’s 
government is a circumstance alone suffi- 
cient todo away those prejudices which 
are at present excited, and to obviate the 
objections which have been maliciously 
raised against this valuable discovery. [ 
do, I ailirm, most sincerely rejoice that 
the matter has been thus taken up, for at 
allevents Iam convinced that if the plan 
proposed by the noble lord be adopted by 
the house, the ends in view will be com. 
pletely answered, and the country will 
soon reap infinite advantage, by a saving 
of the lives of thousands of its inhabi- 
tants. . 
Me. Paull.—Sir, 1 beg leave to make a 
few observations upon the subject now un- 


years in the town of Lucknow, where. 
thére is reckoned a greater populatiog 
than in any other part of the East Indies, 
The vaccine inoculation there fips 
introdyéed by men of science, although 
it afterwards came to be known, and te 
tised by people in the profession of phy. 
sic two centuries behind us in .the know. 
ledge of medicine. In that town, sir, the 
number of lives, which were annually lost 
by the dreadful ravages of the small pox, 
was reckoned to amount to between 679 
agd 800, annually, but since the introdue. 
tion ofthis discovery, there were not above 
75 persons who annually died,of that digi 
ease during the last 3 years I resided i 
that place.. The people in that part: of 
the world, so far from thinking it requis 
site that men of science should alone prac, 
tise it, were convinced that it was only ne. 
cessary to be performed by’ slight intelli. 
gence in order to be effectual. There ig 
one other circumstance which I think 
worthy of{remark ; which is that in Scot. 
land prejudice is certainly much stronger 
dgaiust the practice of vaccination than in 
England, and particularly in the most nor 
thern parts of it,t1\. for that reason,1 
am inclined to suggest to the noble lor | 
the propriety of joining. the college of | 
Physicians at Edinburgh in the proposed 
investigation. 
Lord Henry Petty.—Sir, 1 certain 
experience a very great degree of satisfac. 
tion in finding the house so unanimonsa 
to the general object in yiew from the mo 
tion which 1 have thought it incumbent 
upon me to submit to your consideration, 
and I think that nothing but the lateness of 
the session should prevent us from coming 
to some conclusion upon this importait 
subject. ‘Those hon. gentlemen, who hare 
spoken upon this occasion, have distinctly 
and accurately stated the object 1 kad in 
view, to consist in combining all the 
weight of scientific knowledge that could 
possibly be obtained. This end, 1 think; 
may be fully accomplished by the inquity 
being instituted by that learned and stk 
entific body, recognized by the govert 
ment of this country, under the name 
of the Royal College of Physicians, 
and by an ulterior reference of theif 
sentiments to this house through ' thé 
medium of our committee, I cannot 
however, agree with an hon. gemt 
opposite (Mr. Bankes) who has give 
it as his opinion, that this enquit] 
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. tions which have lately appeared ? 
it to be imagined, that a comm.ttee of this 
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will, not be one that involves a ques- 
tion of science but merely a matter of 
fact. Could that hon, gent. really suppose 
it possible that any committee of this 
house can investigate the question in such 
a manner as to ascertain what is a crite. 
rion with respect to the age of the matter 
to beinfused, and how to distinguish the 
spurious from the genuine pustule! I do 
firmly believe, sir, that one of the great 
causes from which its failure has arisen 
lias been the adoption of late matter, and 
introducing it into the human system in- 
stead of that particular description of 
matter recommended by the learned dis- 
coverer himself. I must differ somewhat, 
too, from another hon. gent. opposite 
(Mr. Wiberforce), when he suggests the 
mode of leaving the whole inquiry'to a 
committee of the house ; must it not occur 
to every one, that the best method to as- 
certain with precision its evil or its bene- 
ficial consequences, will be to institute 
the inquiry by means of medical men, as 
none but such men can rightly judge of 
these matters. Could a committee of 
this house, unassisted by professional 
gentlemen, be capable of properly ascer- 
taining the degree of credit which ought 
to be attached to the various reports 
which have been most industriously cir- 
culated abroad, in’ the various publica. 


Or is 


house can determine the reality of the 
assertion in some of these Rei ha that 
the vaccine matter is apt to produce the 
worst aifections in the human frame ? No, 
it is not in the power of any set of indivi- 
duals, however learned and experienced 
they may be in other matters, to resolye 
with accuracy such medical questions 
without the assistance of professional men, 
I cannot, therefore, entertain a doubt 
that there are parts of this investigation 
which thay be exceedingly proper for a 
committee, and other parts only for a 
medical body, .Now, sir, with respect 
to annexing the College of Surgeons to 
this inquiry: I hope the house will do 
me thé justice to think that have before 
considered that point. It was suggested 
to me previously tomy coming down to 
the house, but it occurred to me, that the 
Iiquiry ought rather to proceed from 
one no doubt, sir, but 

at the Royal College of Physicians in 


London, being called on by the unanimous 
vote of this house, will be looked up taby 
the public with that liberality and those 
favourable sentiments which are due to 
them, and that the College of Physicians. 
both in Scotland and in Ireland, will 
correspond with it, and also the College 
of Surgeons will communicate to that 
learned body every information in their 
power. ‘Thus will the opinions of all the 
learned and scientific menin the three 
united kingdoms be combined, and toge- 
ther with the learning and discernment of 
the committee, be comprised in the Report 
to be submitted to this house. We shall 
then, availing ourselves of such an accu. 
mulated weight of information and evi- 
dence, lay the whole matter before the 
public, in order to remove their prejudices 
or confirm their doubts. Such, sir, is 
the mode which appears to me to he the 
most eligible on this occasion; and I © 
trust the house will have no hesitation in 
agreeing unanimously with the motion 
which | have this day submitted to thym, 
Before concluding, I cannot help taking 
notice of one other particular, which has 
been touched upon in the course of this 
discussion. It related to the remuneration 
which had been already granted by par. 
liameut to Dr. Jenner, to whom the world 
owes this invaluable discovery. As 
there will certain'y be some ulterior pro- 
ceedings upon this business, it will then 
become matter of future consideration, 
whether or not the reward, formerly 
conferred upon that learned gentleman, 
was sufficient, or inadequate, for those 
great services which he has rendered to 
mankind, and the great expence he hag © 
put himself to in bringing this subject 
clearly to light. If the report shall 
be favourable towards the successful prace | 
tice of this discovery, asl have no doubt 
it will be, l shall think it my duty to, 
contend on a future day, that the remu- 
nerafion granted to Dr. Jenner is much 
more inadequate than it ought to be— 
On this poiat, however, there will be 
ample room for discussion, it being a case 
which touches the pecuniary concerns 
of the country, when it will be the-duty 
of every member to state what occurs to 
him‘upon such a subject, so those who 
seem to imagine that the remuneration al. 
ready conferred is sufficiently ample in 
every pont of view, will have am opportu. 
32 


| 

| 

| 

on | | 

es, 

gh | 

| 

Ww. | 

the 

ost | | 

ox, | 

70 

ve 

liss 

in | 

of 

| 

ne. | 

| 

ig 

ink 

ger 

in 

[Ore | 

n, 

ord 

of 

sed 

ly 

fac. 

$ a5 

ent 

ion, 

$$ of 

ing 

taut 

have 

tly 

1 in | 

the 

ould 

ink, 


890]. PARL. DEBATES, Jury 3, 1806.—King’s Messaye ; Family, 


nity of further stating the grounds on 
which their arguments are founded.— 
The motion was then put from the chair, 
atid agreed to mem. con. 
HOUSE OF LORDS, 

Spy Thursday, July 3. 

‘[Minutes.] The royal assent was given 
by commission to the Additional Asses. 
sed Taxes bill, the Tortola Free Port bill, 
the Irish Spirit Licence bill, the Irish 
Mine bill, the Excise Regulation bill, 
the Stamp: 6ffice Regniation bill, the Gib- 
Faltar and Malta Postage bill, the Prussian 
Yarn bill, the Duke of Grafton’s Agree- 
ment bill, and the Temple Bar and Snow- 
hill lottery bill. The commissioners were 
thearclibishop of Canterbury,thelordchan- 
cellor,and lord Walsingham.—The judges 
resumed the delivery of their opinions jn 
the case of Lucina v. Crawford. All the 
judges having delivered their opinions, 
the - lord’ chancellor moved to postpone 
the farthér consideration of the cause till 
Wednesday next. Ordered.—Lord Gren. 
ville presented two messages from his 
majesty, similar to those brought into the 
House of commons: one being the usual 
message previous to a vote of credit, and 
the other relating to continuing the an- 
nuity of 1,000]. per annum, granted 
t6-the late lord Rodney, to the present 
lord. His majesty’s messages were, on the 
motion of lord’ Grenville, ordered to 
be taken into consideration the next 
 [Kine’s Messacre RESPECTING THE 


Roya Famiryv.] His majesty’s message 


of yesterday respecting a more effectual 
provision for the younger branches of the 
royal family, was then taken into consi- 
dération ; the order and message having 
been duly read, 

Lord Grenville rose. He observed, that 
the communication from his majesty which 
their lordships had just heard, resolved 
itself inte two heads, or might be con- 
sidered in two points of view. The gene- 
ral object was the concurrence of their 
lordships in such measures ‘as might be 
deemed necessary to enable his majesty to 
make a more efféctual provision for the 
younger branches of the royal family ; 
andthe present application arose, ‘in some 
degree, out of an omission in the’ act of 
1778, under’ which part of the existing 


provisions for the younger branches a | 


the royal fatnily Was dithotited. ‘TH 
particular circumstance, his lordship sta 
ed, which brought the oniission into no, | 
tice, was the loss which his majesty ‘had 
suffered, in the lamented death of hy 
royal brother, the late duke of Gloiites; 
ter; which made it necessary to inquire 
how far the provisions wére continued 
with respect fo the present duke, If 
was found that under the former act, the 
provision was only of a contingent na: 
ture, consequently no transfer could be 
made at the time, of the charge in ques. 
tion, to the consolidated fund. On this 
head there could not exist a doubt of theif 
lordships cordial’ concurrence in’ the née 
cessary steps, to enable his majesty’ to 
rectify the omission, and to carry into 
eflect what was intended on that head, 
With respect to the second part of the 
message, relative to the proposed increase 
of the allowances to the younger bratiches 
of his majesty’s family, he also conceived 
there could be no doubt as to its pro. 
priety. It was certainly necessary, in 
our present circumstances, that every 
one should make great sacrifices to main- 
tain the dignity, prescrve the honour, and 
secure the interests of the country, andto 
uphold the monarchy and the constitution, 
To these sacrifices every one convinced of 
‘their necessity cheerfully contributed, 
To keep up the splendour of the throne 
and support the dignity of the illustrious 
branches of his majesty’s royal house, 
was a part of the constitution, and an 
object to which every one venerat- . 
ed that constitution, would readily contri. 
bute. There must be, he was certain, a 
full conviction, as the fact was, that his ma- 
jesty would not have made this appeal to. 
his parliament had there not been a real 
necessity formaking that increasé at which’ 
his majesty’s message pointed. No ine 
crease had taken place in the provision 
made for the younger branches of the. 
royal family since the year 1778, a period 
of nearly 30 years; and when it was come . 
sidered how much circumstances had al. 
tered in the course of that period, and. 
how greatly the price of every article . 
necessary to the establishment of a house. . 
hold had increased,when it was considered 
also, that the illustrious persons for whom ; 
an increased allowance was now asked, 
were, from ‘their age, and period of life, - 
“compelled te an “increase of i 
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he was convinced their lordships would | 


no-sort of surprise at such an appli- 
cation being now made, but be surprised, 
at its not having been made before ;_ that, 
their lordships. would shew, not only no 
reluctance, but, an anxious desire, not 
only out of their personal affection for 
his majesty, and his royal family, buton 
broad constitutional grounds he had 
stated, cheerfully to concur in the 
measures to be proposed for enabling his, 
majesty to,act as desired, As, to any de. 
tailed consideration of the steps to be 
adopted, it would regularly come before 
their lordships when the bill to be brought 
in ior the purpose should come up from 
the other house of parliament. 4n the 
‘mean time, he was confident of their 
lordships cordial assent to the address 
he should now have the honour to pro. 
pose. His lordship then moved an ad- 
dress to his majesty on the occasion of his, 
message, assuring his majesty that their. 
lordships were desirous of availing them. 
selves of every opportunity ef shewing 
their attachment to his royal person and 
family, and that they would cheerfully 
concur in the objects of his majesty’s 
most gracious message, On the question 
being put, the address was voted mem. dis. 
[Vaccine Inocutation.] The. Earl 
of Suffolk took occasion to make a few 
remarks on the above subject. He expres- 
sed his happiness at what had taken place 
with respect toit in theother house of 
parliament, which he trusted would tend 
finally to do away (and to which etfect he 
was ambitious of contributing his mite) 
those ill-founded impressions, which ob- 
tained agairist that useful and salutary 
practice, originating ia certain scurrilous 
pamphlets, and the assertions of interest. 
ed individuals, The practice was grown 
into extensive use upon the continent. 
With repect to Spain, (which was not 
mentioned in the other house), particular. 
ly, he had the authority of a nobleman of 
high rank in this country (the marquis of 
Bute) to state,that the vaccine inoculation 
was highly esteemed there, and encouraged 
by the government, so far, that in all the 
royal ordomances relative to that sub- 
‘ject, its worthy author was styled ‘thes 
immortal Jenner He had nothing now 
to propose but was so fully impressed with 
the importance of thetopic, that he could 
not avoid thus troubling their lord- 
ships, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, je 

Thursday, July 3. ; 
[Minutss.] The speaker informed.the 
house that George Davis, esq. the petitix 


‘ouer against the late return for the coun. 
ty of Wexford, had not, entered into a 


recognizance, according to law, to pre= 
secute his petition, and consequently 


the order for takiug the said petition 


into consideration on Thursday the 
tenth iust. fell to the ground. Mr. 
Vansittart brought in a bill for continuing: 
the importation. of coals by the Padding- 
ton canal; which was read a first; times 
Mr. Robson withdrew his notice of'a mo- 
tion relative to certain transactions in the 
barrack department in the Isle of Wight, 
which. stood for to-morrow, with a declas 
ration. that he would bring it forward as? 
soon as the necessary papers should -be-in* 
the hands of the members.—The Assessed? 
Taxes relief bill was read a third time;- 
and passed.—On. the motion. of Mri- 
Vansittart, leave was given to. bring im 
bill to enable the lords of the treasury’ 
to issue exchequer bills on the aids of «thee 
year 1805, according to the. resolutions: 
of the house to that effect. —On the motion: 
of Mr. Vansittart, leave was given) to» 
bring in a bill for the more effectual.per- _ 
formance of Quarantine in Great Britainy 
—A person from the commissioners of Mi«. 
litary Iuqniry, presented a copy of ; the 
memorial of John Pritchard,to these comer 
missionersr, relative to certain transactions 
in the barrack department. 
[Kine’s Message resrectrinc Lorp: 
Rooney’s Annurty.] Lord Henry: 
Petty acquainted the house, that he hada; 
message from his majesty to this houses: 
and he presented the same to the house; 
and it was read by Mr. Speaker, as fol-, 
loweth, viz. ** G, R. Application having» 
made to his majesty, that 
‘¢ pension which was granted by his majes- 
ty of 1000/. per annum, on the reve~ 
nues of Ireland, to the late lord Rodney » 
“¢ for his life, to commence from the demise : 
‘< of his father George Brydges, lord Rod. 
ney,in consideration of the eminent ser- 
‘6 vices which had.been performed by his 
‘¢ said father to his majesty andthe public, » 


‘¢ should be continued to George now lord 


“* Rodney, grandson of the said George - 
Brydges, lord Rodney,. during life, 
‘+ his majesty, being favourably disposed to . 
‘6 the said request, recommends itto his. 
‘¢ faithful commons to take such measures 
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« as may benecessary for enabling his ma- 
& jesty to make such grant, in such form 
“ as may, under the present circumstan- 
_ & ces, be mostefieciual, G. R.” Resolve 
ed, that this house will, to-morrow, re- 
s: lve itself into a committee of the whole 
house, to take the said message into consi- 
deration. 

Messace nespectinc A VoTE 
OF Crepit.] Lord Henry Petiy ac- 
quainted the house, that he had a message 
from his majes'y to this house, and he 
presented the same to the house ; and it 
was read by Mr. Speaker, as follo weth. 
viz. ** G.. RK. His Majesty, relying on the 
$6 experienced zeal and ailection of his 
“¢ faithful commons, and considering that 
$$ ituway be of the utmost importance to 
66 provide fursuch emergencicsas may arise, 
is desirous that {his house will enable him 
¢ to takeall such measures as may be neces. 
$¢ sary to disappoint or defeat any enter- 
S¢ prizes or designs of his enemies, and as 
$¢ the exigencies of affairs may require. 
§* G.R.” Ordered, that the said message be 
referred to the consideration of the com- 
mittee of the whole house, to whom it is 
referred to consider further of the supply 
granted to his majesty. x 

{Maisitra Bator SusPension BILL. ] 
Mr. Windham moved the order of the day 
for the 3d reading of this bil. 

SirW. Edjord vuse,to make a few obser- 
vations on that part of the bill, which 
suspended the ballot jor the militia. The 
ballot was already suspended as to those 
regiments that were above their establish- 
ment; but the suspension ought not, in his 
opinion, to be extended to those which 
were below their establishment. This dimi- 
nution of their numbers kad been the etiect 
of volunteering into theline. Asto the plan 
_ of substituting a bounty, instead of the bal. 
lot, he thought it subversive of the principles 
on which the militia service was founded, 
namely, the prerogative of the king to 
call out a part of the people in defence of 
the country, 
course, that the service was in its nature 
compulsory, and that a ballot must be 
employed to prevent arbitrary restrictions 
to particular classes. Ballot had accord- 
ingly been hitherto successtully employ- 
ed for this purpose, He then contended, 
that compulsory service in the navy would 
berendered more irksome and invidious, 
by doing away the bailot for the militia. As 


From this it followed, of 
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to the system of ballot bearing unequally 
on the rich and the poor, he maintained 
that this was precisely on the sane footing 
with the other advantages which were de. 
rived from wealth. ‘The rich, in this ag 
in other cases, procured others to do that 
fur them, which the poor were compelled 
to do for themselves. 
Mr. Windham observed, that he intend. 
ed to propose a clause, by way of rider, 
which would do away che objcctions of the 
hon. baronet, While the militia was on the 
whole above that establishment which had 
been thought sufficient, there were some 
regiments considerably below it; and this 
clause would leave it in the power of the 
crown to raisesuch reduced regiments up to 
their complement, whenever it might seem 
proper. ‘This measure would keep alive 
the idea of ballot; and as to the question 
of bounty, since it was not proposed, at 
present, to have recourse to it, he would 
leave it open for future discussion.—The 
bill was then read a third time, and Mr. W, 
brought up a clause, enabling his majesty, 
if he shall think fit, to direct the ballot to 
take place, for supplying vacancies in 
regiments reduced below their establish. 
ment. ‘This clause was then made part 
of the bill, by way of rider, and the bill © 
was passed, 
[Traininc Bitt.] The report of the 
committee on the Training bill was then 
brought up; and on the question being 
put, that the report be now read, 
Sir Henry Mildmay said, that he 
thought the country had reason to com. 
plain that ministers had delayed bringing 
this measure forward till so late a period 


of thesession, when it was now impossible. 


to ascertain the real sense of parliament on 
the subject. It was certainly desirable, 
considering the wild notions which haye 
been lately introduced into the construc 
tion of the regular army, and that it was 
intended to suspend the Jaws which relate 
to the militia, that an efficient force should 
somewhere be created on which the coute 
try might rely in case of any unexpected 
emergence: but disapproving of the prin 
ciples on which this biil was founded, and 
the provisions it contained, he did not 
consider it as that best calculated for such 
a purpose. It very much resembled the. 
plan brought forward at the commenter 
ment of the war, in many respects, though 
it essentially diifered from it both in the 
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circumstances of the country at the time it 
was suggested, and in some of the most 
prominent features of its character. The 
former bill was introduced when we were 
at the beginn ug of a war, with our own 
military establishments on a very reduced 
scale, while the enemy had a large and 


well disciplined army actually on foot, 


with which he threatened us with immedi- 
ate invasion. At such a moment any plan 
was judicious which placed arms in the 
hands of such a proportion of the loose 
population as the government thought 
equal to any necessity that might arise. 
But this was not the case at present ; we 
had now a larger military establishment 
than the country had ever known; our 
militia, by lon. expesience and discipline, 
was little inferior to the regular army, and 
we had $0U,V00 volunteers, most of whom 
had been reported fit to act with troops of 
the line. There was nothing in the sita- 
ation of the couutry to create dismay, or 
to justify calling on the publ.c to subinit 
to the vnerous and oppressive operation 
of this bill. ‘The bill of 1803 gave a dis- 
tinct option to the country, either to raise 


the number of volunteers prescribed by go. | 


vernment, or to incur the inconveniences 
of levy-en-masse. 
not hesitate to accept the alternative, and 
the number of volunteers were raised 
without the least difficulty, and the go- 
vernment might have had three times as 
many if they had chosen to accept them. 
It was a distinct bargain made with the 
country, that by raising the volunteers, 
they should exempt themselves from com- 
pulsory training. After the country had 
scrupulously performed their part of the 
covenant, the government was precluded 
from resorting again to the measure which 
was now brougiit iorward, without a mani- 
fest breach of public faith. ‘The bill was 
also very objectionable, as it imposed an 
intolerable tax on che lowest orders of the 
labourers, the manufacturers, and the ar- 
tisans, of whom this force was to be com- 
posed. The ordinary earnings of sueh 
persons might be taken at three shillings 
aday, whereas the pay allowed by go 

vernment would amount to only Is, so 
that each man would lose 2s. a day for 
every day he went out. ‘This would 
amount to no less than 480,0001. sup- 
posing the whole 200,000 men called out 
for twenty-four days.. ‘I'he bill was also 
partial and unjust as applying to Eng. 
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The country did 
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land alone. Why was Scotland excepted 2° 
If the bill was a benefit, as some contend-: 
ed, why was that part of the united’ 
kmgdom to be exempted from such Dene. 
fit? or, if it was a burden, what “had'. 
Scotland dene to redeem herself from her: 
share of the pressure ? No man could doubt 
the zeal and loyalty of that part of the 
kingdom, and no man could doubt that in- 
case of invasion the coast of Scotland was 
as much exposed to attack as that of Eag-* 
land ; and why were they to be defended’ 
both by men and money at our expence 2- 
Tre bill had been called an experiment, 
and as such should be first tried on a con: 
fined scale: that might bea very good' 
argument to Scotland, who was exempted 
from the burden, but would hardly be. 
satisfactory to us who were to bear the 
whole expence. As to the volunteers,’ 
this plan was not calculated to encourage - 
them: it took from them not only much » 
of their allowances, buat also many of. 
those advantages which had contributed to - 
raise them to the high state of discipline 
which they had attained. The language 
of contempt which had so lavishly been 
bestowed on that system, coupled with the + . 
provisions of this bill, must effectually 
damp the spirit and activity of the volun- ‘ 
teers. It could not be expected from men, 
who served at great inconvenience and 
trouble to themselves, to continue in the 
service when they had so much reason to ‘ 
think that their exertions were underva. - 
lued by the government. That feeling. 
generally prevailed. There was hardly a’ 
single volunteer who did not feel himself 
disgusted with the expressions and con. 
duct of the secretary for the war depart. . 
ment. It was rather singular also, that’ ‘ 
he should be the person to revive ballot 
and commutation of personal service for: 
money, who had so pointedly reprobated - 
both those measures. ‘The concarreut 
jurisdiction of the constable and drill sere 
jeant was ludicrous, and perfectly useless, - 
unless indeed the drill serjeant was to be’ 
usedas a crimp for tue regular army. He 
proceeded to comment on several clauses 
of the bill. and contended that all that was 
meritorious in the plan was stolen from the - 
act of the former administration; that it 
contained a distinct recognition of ali that 
was considered most exceptionable in Mr, 
Pitt’s additional force bill, and was wholly 
unworthy of a government who assume:l 


such super-eminence ‘of talent, aud had 
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gesort to compulsion in the last instance 


‘most time to spare, would avoid the bal- 


‘put it on its original footing; for it was’ 


\ 


promised so much to the country. He 
concluded by moving that the word “‘ now” 
should. be left out, and the words ‘this 
day three months” substituted in its stead. 

Mr. Eyre objected to- the bill because 
it was unnecessary. “We ought only to 


-—cuncta prius tentanda. At present we 
could have a sufficient number of vo. 
lunteers:. He adverted to the injury’ 
which the labour of the country would 
sustain, from withdrawing such a number 
of men from it for 24 days in the year. 
As to the volunteers, he believed they 
would be completely destroyed by this 
measure. The volunteers relieved their 
districts, but. under this bill the system 
would have a contrary effect, for. the 
young, the active, and those who had 


lot by going into the volunteers, and leave 
it to fall upon others. The rt. hon. 
gent. complained of having been misre- 
presented. It might be so; but how could 
he explain away the sarcasm in this bill, 
which reckoned 300,000 volunteers as. 
nothing? This was one sarcasm on the 
volunteers which he could not by any 
ingenuity explain away. If, however, he 
adopted the clause proposed by the rt. 
hon. gent. below (Mr. Yorke), which 
went to relieve the counties from the onus | 
in proportion to the number of volunteers, | 
his objections would be in a great mea- 
sure done away, 

Sir R. Williams asked, whether, in the 
present situation of the country, we were 
to give ministers no credit for saving 5 
millions in 3 years? ‘This measure did 
not destroy the volunteer system, but 


well known that, at first, the volunteers 
were accepted only on condition of cloth- 
ing themselves. Much as he regretted 
the loss of the late great minister ; much 
as the country had to Jament him; much 
as-he deplored his death; yet, while the 
measures of the present ministry went to 
promote economy and the real interests 
of the country, ashe thought they had, 
for the most part, hitherto done, they 
should always have his warm approbation 
and cordial support. 

‘Mr. Fonbdlanque supported the bill. 
He denied that it could have any such 
tendency as that of putting down the vo- 
lunteer system. He thoaght it was the 
bounden duty of his majesty’s minis- 
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the country against the danger of an in. 
and with that’ view, to ‘avail 
‘themselves ‘in the utmost extent of the 
physical force of the country, and to 
render that force efficient by a timely 
training, instead of waiting until the last 
‘moment, when absolute necessity should 
demand ‘the levy en masse, and when 
they must be assembled as a tumultuous, 
‘confused, and disorderly rabble, instead’ 
of ‘trained men fit to be attached to and 
‘act with regular regiments. ‘The hony 
gent. had said, that the volunteer spirit 
of the country had been damped. He’ 
would take them at their words ; and if 
their own assertions were true in this 
point, they offered the strongest argu. 
ment for adopting this bill, which so far 
from depressing, would support the vo. 
lunteer system, and, in all events, secure 
the country against the mischiels which 
must result from the volunteers choosing,’ 
if they should ever do so, to withdraw’ 
their services, and desert their standards, 
His rt. hon. friend felt, they hada right, 
by the term of their service to do so, and’ 
it was his duty to be prepared against it,’ 
by a measure which would secure to the’ 
country 200,000 trained men, in case of 
emergency. 
Mr. Bastard complained that the measure 
was brought forward without any estimate” 
of its probable expence, or any ground’ 
whatever upon which even to guess what’ 
it would cost or how many men would be” 
induced’ to train under it. ‘There did not. 
appear even a chance, that one-fourth of 
the number of 200,000 men would be se~' 
cured by it, as every man who could pay" 
the fine would, no doubt, exempt himself” 
from the service. He disliked the bill for’ 
its compulsory principle, and was convince." 
ed that the yeomanry of this country 
would at any time of public danger, be. 
more ready to act under the direction 
of their jandlord, and the gentlemen of the 
‘country, than under any compulsive - 
system like this, the effect of which would 
be to render them sulky and discontented, 
The hon. gent. took occasion highly to 
commend the spirit and liberality of the 
duke of Northumberland, in arming and 
training, at hisown expence, the 
on his estate, who, he was convinced, © 
would be found to act in the day of dan 
ger under an illustrious branch of the 
house of Percy, as a ¢'‘Theban band ;? and © 
he verily believed, like their brave aucet- 


teis to take every precaution for securing 


tors the 1500 valiant bowmen at Chevy- — 
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Gase, should they come, to encounter any 


enemy in their native land, that 
Children yet unborn would rue 

fighting of that day. 2a! 
“General Loftus was convinced. of the 
necessity of the bill, and only wished it 
had gone much farther, It was necessary 
to use every exertion which the physical 
force of the country afforded for secu- 
rity at home, in order to enable us. to act 
with effect abroad. Our chief danger from 
invasion lay in the vast extent of our coasts; 
and he would venture to assert, that if 
our armies were double or treble their 
present numbers they would not be suffici- 
ent to ensure our security without such a 
measure as this, Let it be recollected that 
though our fleets at present, commanded 
. the seas, yet it might happen not always 
to be the case; and even withall the force 
and vigilance by which we were guarded, 
yet one night might waft to our shores a 
- formidable enemy. ‘To encounter such an 
enemy on the first alarm, he could wish to 
see the population of every town, village, 
and district in the realm ready trained 
and fit to march at a moment’s warning. 
He could wish to see them properly clas- 
sed for the purpose, and he considered 
such a plan perfectly practicable, from 
what he had seen of the populace in Ire. 
land at the time of the rebellion, and how 
formidable a force they composed; and 
only with pikes. ‘The same might be done 
with the populace here, or a great portion 
of tiem. When he recollected the impor. 
tant services performed by the volunteers 
of Ireland in that rebellion, and that they 
had by their loyalty and valour, saved the 
country to England, he could never be 
supposed to undervalue the services of vo. 
lunteers in recommending the training of 
such a force as he described. But these 
men every where armed and ready to form 
ou any part of the coast against an ene- 
my aided by detachments of artillery, be- 
fore volunteers, quartered in towns, could 
be got together in force, must be of im- 
portantservice, As to the practicability 
of a formidable invasion suddenly, and in 
ships of war, he had a proof before his 
eyes ; for being quartered at Yarmouth 
some years since, when admiral Dun- 
can commanded a fleet in the North Sea, 


that gallant commander came into port, 


and swept the sea of all the Dutch fishing. 
boats inhis way, to prevent their giving 
intelligence of his returnto port. By de- 
sire of the admiral, he had marched down 


his garrison. to the water's edge, in: 
to.try, how many men each of those schuyts 
where capable of conveying ;.and he found 
that each boat. could conveniently carry. 
fifty-five fighting, men, with their armsy 


a4 


ammunition, and knapsacks; of such boats . 


the Dutch have. many. thousands in their 
ports employed in the fisheries or in smugs 
gling to our coasts, of which they know 
every creek where a landing might .be ef 
fected, and every shoal and sand-bauk over, 
which their boats would float at any given: 
time of the tide, with perfect safety. Seeing: 
this to be the case and knowing it to be the 
firm opinion of admiral Duncan, that the 
landing of an enemy in sucha way. was prac-. 
ticable,he could not feel the country secure 
against danger even with all the protection. 
of our formidable fleets at sea ;-and,theres 
fore he thought our force at: home could. 
not be too formidable: for this reason, he. 
highly approved of the bill, 
Mr. Matthews considered the measure as 
unnecessary and injurious. was. 
gular, he observed, that gentlemen on the: 
other side talked of the expenditure of 
millions as of a matter of insignificance, : 
and yet they rested upon economy as the’ 
great recommendation of their course of 
proceeding with respéct to the volunteers... 
The hon, gent, remarked upon the facility? 
with which the present ministers contrived , 
to change their principles with their places. 
Mr. Giles vindicated the.character ef the 
measure under consideration, :to..which,- 
he maintained, the charge of involsing. 
any breach of faith. towards the volunteers. 
was totally inapplicable. This assertion. 
the learned gent, sustained by referring 
to the levy-en-masse act, from which the 
charge was professedly deduced, and: also 
to the circular letter from the. secretary of 
state, which was published subsequent 
thatact. From both he inferred, thatnothing.’ 
like a permanent pledge was given that i€ - 
a certain numberof yolunteers offered for 
any district, such district should be unity 
formly exempted: from the operation: .of 
any measure of. the nature of that before 
Mr. Ryder considered the bill 4s wholly. 


unnecessary at present, on, a compatisans« 


with the period and circumstances under 


which the former training bill was..broughtiv - 


forward by_ his right friend 
that time our. regiments of the: line were. 


reduced to. skeletons, our militia) byt just. . 


called out, after haying been:disbanded, . 
and the regiments not one-third full, or 
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disciplined ; our volunteer corps but just } the noble lord stated, that he had the 


forming, and scarcely initiated in their 
‘drills ;and invasion threatening us every 
hour. But though he was by’ no means 
disposed to ‘undervalue our danger, or 
the force of the enemy, yet he could not 
forget the vast ditlerence of our compara- 
tive situation. The naval force of that 
' enemy had been since destroyed by our 
fieets, while our army was increased above 
. 100,000 men, and our volunteer force 
amounted now to 300,000 disciplined 
ab able to act with any corps in the 
ld. 
- Mr. C. Wynne thought the best way 
‘would be to let the hon. gentlemen answer 
each other. Some of them objected to the 
bill, because it destroyed the system of equa- 
lity which existed among the volunteers, 
while others objected to it. because it in- 
troduced equality. With respect’ to 
pettes the volunteers on the August al- 
owance, he certainly approved it highly, 
as he thought it would be the greatest 
injustice, that.one body of men should 
receive 85 days pay, when another would 
receive only 26. It had been said by 
some, that this measure would only tend 
to increase the volunteers, and, by others, 
that there would not be room for so great 
an augmentation. These, he thought, 
were reasous which might be allowed to 
pair off together ; but he could not help 
observing, that there would be one ad- 
yantage in it, namely, that the country 
would have the service of so many men 
for nothing. The hon. gent. concluded 
by saying, that his chief reason for ap- 
proving of the measure was not the im- 
mediate advantage that would be derived 
from it, though he did not wish to under- 
value the services of 200,000 men, train- 
ed for 26 days, but because he thought 
that it would infuse a military-spirit into 
the country, which would render it in- 
vulnerable. 
‘Sir Robert Lawley thought this bill 
would have the effect of rendering the 


volunteer system permanent, and was 
therefore of opinion, that the discipline | 
of the volunteers should be rendered | 
permanent, with a view to which object | 
he had an amendment to propose. | 
*Lord Kirkwall asserted, that the opi- | 
hion which the volanteers had becn natu | 
rally induced to form,as to the views of the 
right hon, author of this bill,had served ma. | 
teriallyto damp their zeal and diminish ‘heir. 
numbers. In support of this assertion | 


honour to command a corps of volunteers. 
which consisted-of 460 strong and efter. 
tive men, 12 months ago, but which at 


the last muster returned no more than g0, 


A similar reduction was, he apprehended, 
to be generally looked for, from the lan. 
guage and projects of the right hon, se. 
cretary. ¥ 
Lord De Blaquiere believed the measure - 
under discussion to be the most inefficient 
and inoperative that had ever been pre. 


‘sented to parliament; yet its inoperation 


was its only merit. | 

Lord Binning called upon the learned 
gent. on the ministerial bench (the 
lord Advocate of Scotland) who was not 
present on a former evening when this 
measure was under discussion, to state hig 
opinion upon the propriety of extending 
it to Scotland. If there was any benefit 
in the measure, the noble lord could not 
conceive that, upon any principle of fair. 
ness, Scotland should be refused a parti. 
cipation of it; and ifit were a burthen, 
he did not think it fair thatit should be 
confined altogether to Kkngland. There 
were many parts of Scotland to which this 
bill would be as applicable to this 
country, and there was no danger of its 
meeting with any such opposition as the 
execution of the militia law formerly did, 
But that opposition was not, in fact, the 
efiect of the militia, but of that disaffec. 
tion to the government which, he was 
happy to think, was now no more. 

The Lord Advocate was surprised at 
the line and tone adopted by his noble 
relation who had just sat down, and those 
who acted with him, They maintained, 
that this measure would involve a breach » 
of faith, and an invasion of the king’s pre. 
rogative; would be productive of great ex- 
pence and oppression ; and yet, said they; 
¢ give a share of this abomination to Scot- 
land.’? They had been abusing the bili for 
some weeks, asserting that it would lead 
to confusion and pull down the volunteers; 
and yet, with all their professed regard 
for Scotland and the volunteers they 
would have the scope of its opera. 
tion extended. As to the opposition to 
the militia law which had been aljuded to 
by his noble relation, and which had been 
asserted to proceed trom disaflection, he 
was not d.spoved to come in tu that opis 
nion. He was aware that disatie tion,was 
often stated io prevail very g-neraly 2 
Scotland, and that he himseli was de 
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scribed as one of the disaffected. But if he 
was disaffected then, he was so still. For he 
held. no principle at. that time, which now, 
in the. king’s service, did not remain per- 
fectly unchanged, and they should ever 
continue so. But, to return to the opposition 
- which at the outset the imilitia law met with 
in Scotland; that opposition did in fact arise 
from the general misconception prevailing 
of that law, and the pride and arrogance of 
some persous in that country, who would 
not condescend to communicate with the 
lower orders, and explain to them its object 
and provisions. If that law had been pro- 
perly understood, he ventured to say that it 
would have experienced no resistance what- 
ever. In the district where he resided, the 
law was fully explained to the lower orders, 
and therefore it was carried into execution 
without any attempt even at opposition.— 
With regard to the bill under consideration, 
the learned gent. confessed himself anxious 
that its principle should be extended to 
Scotland, and this opinion he had already 
communicated to iis right hon. author, But 
yet he would not desire the present bill to be 
so extended, as in many of its parts it was 
inapplicable to that country. He would ra- 
ther wish to bring in a separate bill upon 
~ the subject, and he would pledge himseif 
to prepare such a bill in 48 hours-as should 
be perfectly adapted to Scotland. The 
learned gent. asserted that the former levy 
en masse act was quite impracticable in 
Scotland; and concluded with pronoun- 
cing a high eulogium upon the conduct, 
disposition, character and efficiency of the 
volunteers of Scotland. ’ 

Mr. Canning congratulated the learned 
lord on the opportunity which had been af- 
forded him of contributing, as much as in 
him lay, to extend the boon of this bill to 
Scotland, and could not help calling upon 
the house to notice tlhe extraordinary system 
of carrying on the executive goverment, which 
they had now by accident discovered; as it 
appeared that the lord advocate of Scotland 
had not even been consulted with, as to the 
practicability of extending. this measure to 
that part of the united kingdom; but had 
just declared, that he could, in eight-and- 
forty hours, frame the bill so as to be ap- 
plicable to that purpose; whilst the right 
hon. gent. (Mr. Windham), by the united la- 
bour of this wonderful government, from 
whom so much was expected, and who were 
said to possess a concentration of all the 
‘talents and worth of the empire, had been 
‘four months in bringing it before the house, 

Vou. VII. 


and when it was pressed by hon. gentlemen 
to extend it to Scotland, had pleaded, that 
it was too late to do that, which the labour 
of an individual was thus declared to be 
competent to, in so short a space of time, 
The learned lord, rejecting all shallow pre- 
tensions of want of time, liad stated, that it 
would be rather a benefit than a burthea 
to Scotland; and he (Mr. C.), therefore 
hoped, gentlemen would not be to-morrow 
in the house, without a bill for extending 
the training to that part of the country. 
The right hon. gent. then proceeded to-state 
some of the objections he entertained to the 
principle of tbe bill, particularly as it went 
to violate the faith of parliament, pledged 
to the public, on their commuting compul- 
sory training for voluntary enrolment, and 
as affecting the prerogative of the crown. 
If the object of the measure was to diffuse 
amongst the youth of the country the prac- 
tice of arms, he thought the exemption from 
its operation, allowed for so small a sum as 
51. was a radical absurdity. The change of 
the volunteers had been said to be for the 
purpose of having an officered, and a dis- 
posable force; but he would give the lord 
Advocate all the time he had required for 
framing a bill, to devise, if he could, a de- 
scription of force that would be less effici- 
ent, connected, and applicable to the pur- 
pose of regular service, than the 200,000 
men, who were to be drawn out in splendid 
array under a few constables and drill-ser- 
jeants. He then adverted to the state of uncer- 
tainty which the volunteers were held in, asto 
the conduct ultimately intended to be pursued 
towards them by government; and conclu- 
ded by observing, that this bill went to dis- 
credit a force upon which we could rely, 
and to substitute the crude produce of an 
experiment; and that it was as much infe- 
rior to the bill it went to supersede, as the 


mind of Mr. Pitt was superior to that which — 
actuated the present measures. *. 


Mr. Secretary Windham began by taking 
notice of the expressions which the right 
hon. gent. (Mr. Canning), so frequently in- 
dulged in, about ministers claiming all the 
talent and weight in the country. This was 
a thing which appeared peculiarly to rankle 
in that right hou. gent.’s mind, and in the 
minds of those who sat near him, and en- 
tered with so much rapture into most of 
their speeches. Neither ministers, nor any 
of their immediate friends, had ever made 
use of any expression that amounted to 


‘such a claim, He could not say whether 


it ee an injudicious friend, or a splegetic 
3 : 
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» enemy who first used that sort of language 
5 gar the rt. hon. gent. so frequently allu- 
d. Ministers, however, had fepeatedly 
denied having ever put in such a claim, but 
they perceived that it gave the hon. gentle- 
men on the other side an infinite degree of 
pleasure in repeating it; while on the other 
side they might be assured that it gave no 
pain either to him or to his friends. The rea- 
son that he had expressly assigned for not 
extending the bill to Scotland in the pre- 
sent session, was not from any dissatisfac- 
tion which he supposed to prevail there, but 
merely from the absence of the Scotch 
members, whom he would wish previously 


to consult. As compulsion was the princi-. 


ple of the militia system, it appeared to him 
most strange, that militia colonels should 
inveigh against this measure as being com- 
pulsory. It put him in mind of an obser- 
vation he had heard, that the most plausi- 
ble schemes of retrenchments and paying 
off the national debt, often came from per- 
sons imprisoned for debt in the King’s 
Bench and Fleet Prison. It also appeared 
to hini’most strange, that this could be said 
to be more compulsory, than the Training 
act of a former administration, when it was 
recollected, that in the present bill, it was 
provided, that the service might be commu- 
ted fora fine, whereas under the former 
system no such commutation was allowed. 
Gentlemen on the other side had often 
stated, that certain expressions which he 
was supposed to have used at a former pe- 
riod, must tend greatly tg the dissolution 
of the volunteers. If it were true that he 
had used those expressions, which he de- 
nied, and even if those expressions had been 
as improper as could be represented to 
have fallen from any iudividual, he should 
ask, what sort of a volunteer army must 
that be, for a great nation to place its de- 
“pendence upon, who could be driven from 
‘the duties they had undertaken by the ex- 
pressions of any individual, and who could 
be disper ed like Virgil’s bees—* Pulveris 
exiguijacti?” If many of the corps were 
rapidly decreasing in numbers, he could as- 
sign a better reason for it. It was, because 
many officers who had most meritoriously 
advanced large sums in the origin of their 
corps, finding themselves unab'e to continue 
those advances, and perceiving that govern- 
ment did not wish to pay the expences 
which were formerly defrayed by individual 
subscription, now seemed to wish to find some 
point of honour that would give an occa- 


sion for a quarrel, which would enable them | 


to resign with a better grace. He ‘cone 


sidered the assertion, that this bill was 


breach of faith, to be altogether unfound: 
ed and absurd. The parties to the cop. 
tract, were not merely the volunteers and the 
government, but it was the whole commy. 
nity and the government. The question, 
therefore, was merely whether the measure 
was right or wrong, whether it was good 
for the community or not? If it were good 
for the community, it would be most ridj. 
culous to tell the community that it would 
be a breach of faith to them to give them 
a measure that was for their good; and 
that government was bound by a contract 
to them not to adopt such measures as were 
necessary for their security and protection, 
Mr. R. Dundas wished that it should be 
distinctly understood from the lord advo. 
cate, whether it was intended to bring for. 
ward a bill this session, for including Scot. 
land in the levy for training? or whether 
it was now intended, for the first time, to 


depart from the system of unifo 


defending the country, and making all paris 
contribute to that great object? 

The Lord Advocate replied, he had no 
doubt that the measure was applicable to 
Scotland; but it did not rest with him te 
introduce a bill, in defiance of the right 
hon. secretary of state; and he thought 
the honour of his country sufficiently justi- 
fied by the understanding, that a bill would 
hereafter be brought in, for the purpose of 
embracing it in the operation of the act. © 

Mr. Rose, jun. said, that although the 
opinions of the right hon. gent. (Mr. Wind- 
ham), had not much weight with the volun- 
teers when he sat on the opposition benches, it 
was a very different thmg now he was a 
minister. If they considered him not friend- 
ly to their establishment, that circumsta 
must tend considerably to reduce their n 
bers.—The question was then very generally 
called for, and the house divided on the 
question, “ That the word ‘ now’ stand part 


of this question;”, upon which it appeared 


that there were, Ayes 139; Noes 53. Ma 
jority 86.—The amendinents were conse 
quently agreed io. Some new clauses were 
added by way of riders to the bill, and the 
third reading was fixed for to-morrow.—Ad- 
journed at half after one o'clock. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, July 6. ‘ 
[Custom-HovsE Fees Bitt.] The 
order being read for their lordships. going 


‘into a committee on this bill, the chair was 
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tecordingly taken by lord Walsingham. On 
the clause being read for abolishing the 
existing holidays observed at the Custom 
house, with the exception of four or five, 

The Archbishop of Canterbury expressed 
his disapprobation, im a great depree, of 
what was proposed. He expatiated on the 
importance of a due observance of certain 
solemn church festivals and holidays, be- 
sides the Sabbath. He was not an advocate, 
in any poiut of view, for an excessive num- 
ber of holidays such as were observed in 
the church previously to the reformation; a 
number of these were, he thought, very 
properly abolished; on the other hand, 
there were several which, he thought, a due 
respect and reverence for the holy religion 
of which we were members, should incul- 
cate the observance. On this principle, he 
would wish that, perhaps, three or four 
more holidays were retained, beside those 
already allowed in the bill. Those towhich 
he chiefly referred were holidays more. 
particularly commemorative of the history 
‘of our Saviour. Before, however, he moved 
any amendment with respect to these, he 
should wish to hear from any noble lord 
who supported the bill, the objections 
which he entertained to suffering the*other 
holidays in the protestant calendar, to stand 
ja the present bill. 

Lord Grenville, argued in defence of the 
measure, in the shape in which it came up 
from the other house. Ina great degree, 
the precedent of former regulating acts of 
the kind, was followed with respect to the 
present. The consideration of such days as 
the description of persons to whom the bill 
applied were in the habit of devoting to 
divine service, was kept in view, in framing 
the present measure. Many of the holidays, 
which, as far as Custom-house attendance, 
went, were proposed to be abolished, were 
not appropriated by those persons for divine’ 
‘service, but for purposes of idle amusement 
or relaxation. The object was to compel 
those persons who were to execute the 
duties of thérespective offices, duly and 
diligent! to attend to the same. The in- 
convenience and disadvantage which the pre- 
sent number of holidays at the Custom- 
house produced to commercial men, was 
inconceivable. At times, and on days where- 
in all other species of commercial business 
Was in a train of regular transaction, the 
doors of the Custom-house were shut. The 
merchant who could regularly perform all 
his other business, was unable to transact 
that, often most important part of it, which 
appertaine 1 to the Custom-heuse.  Adier 
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adducing some other observations in favour 
of the measure, in its present shape, he exe 
pressed his disapprobation of such amend- 
ments as were adverted to by the right rev. 
prelate. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury observed, 
that after what had fallen from the 
noble lord, he despaired of beg able to 
introduce an amendment into the bill, for 
the observance of those holidays, he had at 
first in contemplation. There were some 
particular days, which he ,still remained 
strongly of opinion should be observed, 
such as those days for which regular church 
service was established. Notwithstanding, 
however, the objections which had been 
offered, he hoped their lordships would 
still agree to the addition of at least two 
holidays, which related to points essentially 
connected with the history of our Saviour. 
The first of these was the Epiphany, and 
which he should propose for insertion, as 
an amendment. 

The Bishop of St..Asaph supported the 
observations of his grace of Canterbury. 
Those holidays which were commemorative 
of the earliest and most important facts in 
the history of the Gospel, should, at least, 
be retained ; those especially which referred 
to the history of our Saviour’s own life, 
should be retained; he meant at the Cus- 
tom-house. Were those suffered to remain, 
he would not, in that respect, be so anxious 
about tle rest. ‘The days to which we un- 
dertood the right rev. prelate to refer, were, 
the Epiphany, the Annunciation, the As- 
cension, and the Nativity of St. John the 
Baptist. In what he advanced upon 
the point, he observed, he was not actuated 
by a puritanical desire for a rigid observ- 
ance of holidays. He knew there were 
some wherein an idle or improper observ- 
ance of the holiday did more harm than 
good ; for that reason he was not unwilling» 
to contract the number, He was aware, ° 
that in some cases the commissioners took 
the liberty to order the attendance of clerks 
on Sundays. In cases of urgent necessity, 
with respect to public business, he, per- 
haps, should not decidedly object to that 
—but upon the grounds on which he had 
stated, as well as those advanced by the 
right rev. prelate, he was of opinion, the 
holidays to which he referred should, at 
least, be retained on the preseut occasion, — 
The question was put on the first amend- 
ment, and negatived. Strangers were order- 
ed to withdraw, but no division took place, 
and the bill passed through the committee 
and was reported, 
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RESPECTING LorD 
RopNey.] Lord Grenville moved the 
order of the day for taking into considera- 
tion his majesty’s message relative to lord 
Rodney. | His lordship stated that a pen- 
sion of 2000]. per annum had been granted 
to the first lord Rodney for the eminent 
services rendered by him to his majesty and 
the public; 10001. was to devolve after his 
death to his widow and younger children ; 
‘the remaining 10001. to his eldest son for 
his natural life, His eldest son, the late 
lord Rodney, enjoyed the pension but a 
short time after his father’s death, and it 
was now proposed to continue that pension 
to the present lord. There were several 
who heard hin that were old enough to re- 
~ member the brilliant victory geined by the 
distinguished officer who first possessed this 
title, a victory which, independent of its own 
importance, was of the most essential bene- 
fit to the country at that time, when the 
circumstances of the country were not the 
most pleasing, and when our military cha- 
racter had been lessened. It was true, that 
the pension referred to in his majesty’s mes- 
sage was granted for services antecedent to 
that victory, but not on that account the 
Jess important, which, on the contrary, en- 


titled that distinguished otticer to every 
‘mark of approbation from his country. As 
to the principle on which these remunera- 
‘tions were granted, there could not exist 
the slightest doubt of its being one of the 
best principles on which parliament could 


act. A reward of this nature granted for 
eminent services diffused an additional 
spirit over a whole profession, and stimu- 
lated every one engaged in it, to seize every 
opportunity of exerting to the utmost his 
skill and ability in the service of his country, 
confident that his success would receive a 
grateful reward, and that, if he fell, an 


ample provision would be made for his’ 


family. Public economy was at all times 
necessary, but that was the best public 
economy which afforded the best assurance 
of public services, and nothing could be 
more important than that those who were 
fighting the battles of their country should 
be thoroughly convinced, that if they were 
not wanting to their country their country 
would not be wanting to them, and that 
whilst England expected every man to do 
- his duty, she was at all times ready to do 
her duty to them. He thought it was at 
all times adviseable, where his majesty wes 
advised to bestow a peerage for emincnt 
services, aud where a pension was granted 
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with it, to annex such pension to the title; in 
order to enable its possessors in succession 
the better to support their rank and dignity, 
He had no doubt that at any future period; 
if the present lord should have successors 
to the title, that parliament would readily 
grant the pension to the possessors of the 
title in succession. Under the present cir- 
cumstances of the case, it was only intend. 
ed to propose to grant the pension to the 
present lord Rodney for his natural life; 
at any future period parliament would of 
course act according to the nature of the 
circumstances then existing. — His lordship 
concluded by moving an address to his 
majesty, declaring their readiness to concur 
in the object of his majesty’s message; 
which was carried nem. dis. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, July 6. 

[Masters 1N CHANCERY BILL] The 
Master of the Rolls rose, pursuant to no- 
tice, to move for leave to bring in a bill for, 
augmenting the salaries of the masters in 
ordinary, belonging to the court of chan 
cery, and also for granting a certain pro. 
vision to such as may be or become unfit, 
from age or infirmity, for the discharge of 
the duty attached to their office. The sum 
necessary for this purpose, the learned genl, 
proposed to have made up frem the m 
terest of the money belonging to suitor, 
which the house must be aware was in the 
hands of the masters. This interest ac 
crued from the vesting of such money ia 
government securities; and the Surplus be- , 
yond the purposes to which it was at pre 
sent assigued would be quite sufficient to 
answer tiie ends which his motion had in 
view. The salary which the learned gent. 
proposed to grant to superannuated mas 
ters, he mentioned to be 1500!. a year— 
The first motion being agreed to, the learn 
ed gent. proposed another, the object of 
which was to grant an addition to the esta- 
blishment in the accomptéiit  general’s of 
fice, namely, that four clerks should be ad- 
ded, and that the salaries of all The clerks 
should be augmented, that the principal 
clerks should be allowed 5001. a year, the 
second 4001. the third 3001. and the junior 
clerks 1801, This augmentation of salary, 
combined with a sum which he thought ne- 
cessary to defray the expence attendant 
upon the increased business in this ofits 
and to satisfy the executors of the late Mr 
Warner, for such expences incurred by hi, 
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the learned gent. proposed to provide for 
from the surplus interest of the fund al- 
ready alluded to. — The sum now vested in 
government securities by the masters in 
chancery, the learned gent. described to be 
about 21 millions; and the different ac- 
counts opened at the bank, in consequence 
of this sum by the accomptant general, he 
stated at about 5000. This circumstance, 
he meutioued to shew the increased busi- 
ness of the accomptant general’s office, and 
he stated that the arrangement proposed 
had been agreed to by the late lord cban- 
cellor, by tle present, and by himself.— 
Leave was given to bring in the bill. 
[TRAINING Mr. Windham mov- 
ed the third reading of this bill. 
Mr. Yorke, pursuant to notice, proposed 
a clause to enable the government to sus- 
pend the execut.on of this act in such 
districts as might offer a sufficient number 
of volunteers. If the act before the house 
were to pass in its present shape, he was 
very much afraid that the volunteers would 
consider themselves deprived of that pro- 
tection for which, from their services, they 
were entitled to look. The general under- 
standing was, that the object of this bill 
was to substitute compulsory for voluntary 
services, and if the clause he submitted, 
which was to be found in the original bill, 
were expunged, there was too much ground 
to warrant that understanding. Were the 
right hon. secretary to adopt this clause, he 
was persuaded that the bill would be much 
more palatable even to its friends. But, 
however the clause might be disposed of, 
it was his “wish to bring it up, in order that 
it should appear as a. protest on his part, 
and that of his friends, against a measure 
in bis and their judgment likely to produce 
most mischievous consequences. 
Mr. Windham opposed the clause, as 
calculated to defeat the principle of this 
bill, which was not the substitution of a 
compulsory for a voluntary force; but the 
-addition of the one to the other. As to 
those distriets in which the volunteers were 
particularly numerous, there was a provi- 
sion it#the bill which enable his majesty 
to return such districts in calling out, only 
So many as he saw occasion for; and there- 
fore the object of the right hon. gent.’s 
clause was, in a great measure, answered. 


_.. Mr. W. Sinith was only sorry that the | 


Measure did not go far enough, by pro- 


‘posing to train the effective population of 


the country. His opinion was, that even 
~ children at school shouldbe taught military 
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exercise, for his conviction was, that in the 
present state of the world, we should not, 
unless a greater portion of martial spirit 
were infused into the people, be able to 
maintain our rank among the other nations 
of Europe.—The clause was negatived. 

Mr. Yorke then proposed a clause, to 
which he hoped there would be no objection, 
that every man called out under this bill 
should take ‘the oath of allegiance. Such 
was, he observed, the clause of the former 
act, and such was uniformly the case with 
regard to the volunteers. 

Mr. Frdncis asked whether, if a man 
should refuse taking this cath he should 
therefore be exempted from training? 

Lord Castlereagh professed himself really 
surprized to hear the supposition supporied, 
that any of his majesty’s subjects would 
hesitate to take that oath, which by the 
common law it was the bounden duty of all 
to take, at as early a period of life as possi- 
ble; and he would be glad to have the 
performance of that duty superinduced by 
any act of this nature. 

Mr. Francis said, that he did not sup- 
pose that any individual would hesitate to 
take the oath alluded ‘to, from a principle 
of disaffection ; but if a man were consci- 
entiously to decline it, what would be the 
consequence ! Was he, therefore, to be ex- 
cused from the training, or was he to be 
punished ? If the latter, the measure would 
be compulsory indeed, with a vengeance. 

Mr. Windham saw no necessity tor pro- . 
posing this oath ; conceiving that every one 
of ais majesty’s subjects was equally bound 
to the duties which the oath prescribed, 
whether he took it or not; and he rather 
apprehended that the proposition of it might 
excite alarm among the more ignorant part 
of the community, and so defeat the object 
of the bill. 

Mr. Yorke never heard of any-alarm that 
was excited by the proposition of this oath 
to the volunteers, and why then apprehend 
it in this case? 

The Lord Advocate was at a loss to con- 
ceive the object of this clause. Compulsion 
was deprecated by those who proposed it, 
and yet they now enforced this oath. If, - 
however, a man refused to take it, it did 
not appear from the bill what consequence 
was to fellow. - 

Mr. Yorke observed, that a man was 
bound by the common law io take the oath 
of allegiance, and in this case if 4 man refusy 
ed such oath, he would of course be sub. 


ject to the penalties which attached to a 
man refusing to be trained, 
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Mr. Perceval corroborated this observa- 
tion, and begged the house and’ the right 
hon. secretary to recollect the salutary con- 
sequences which resulted from the adminis- 
tration of oaths during those unhappy scenes 
which were gone by, he hoped, never to 
return. But a statesman; framing a perma- 
nent measure like the present, should pro- 
vide against even the possible recurrence of 
such an evil; and, remembering that men 
who took the oath of allegiance were always 
the most difficult to draw into the societies 
of disaffection, he would take care to extend 
that additional guard to loyalty. —The house 
divided upon the clause, Ayes, 38 ; Noes, 
84. Majority against the clause 46. The 
bill was then passed. 

[Krnc’s MassaGk RESPECTING THE 
Roya Famity.] On the motion of lord 
H. Petty, the house then resolved itself 
into a committee of Supply. His majesty’s 
message was then read, requesting that the 
house would transfer the sums paid to the 
younger branches of his family, from the 
aggregate to the consolidated fund; and 
would be pleased to enable him to make 
such farther increase to their incomes, as 
circumstances might render proper. 

Lord’ H. Petty then said, that the first 
part of his majesty’s message sufficiently 
explained its object, and did not require 

‘much comment. A provision had been 
made for his royal highness the duke of 
Gloucester and the princess Sophia, out of 
what was called the aggregate fund, which 
was since transferred to the consolidated 
fund. This was discovered on the death 
of the late duke of Gloucester, when it was 
proposed to continue his income to the pre- 
sent duke; but as the aggregate fund did 
not now exist, it became necessary to trans- 
fer it, by the interference of parliament, 
over to the consolidated fund. On this 
subject, he thought no doubt or hesitation 
could possibly exist, as it was only meant 
that that should be made good which par- 
liament had formerly thought fit to grant. 
But the message did not stop here, and he 
flattered himself that, on due consideration, 
the house would feel as little hesitation res- 
pecting that part of it which called upon 
them to make such adequate provision for 
certain branches of the royal family, as was 
called for by the increased expences of the 
times. It was not proposed to include the 
duke of York in this additional grant. Such 
provision had already been made for him 
‘by parliament as he conceived sufficient, 
and he had generousiv declined coming for 


ward with any claim on the liberality of the ; 


public. The provision for the younger 
sons of the king was fixed at 12,0001. per 
annum in 1778. This was judged at thar 
time to be a proper sum, and adequate 1g 
the due support of their rank. But he 
would leave it to the house to determine; 
when they looked at the increased expence 
attending every article of consumption; 
when they considered that most of them 
were doubled since that period, and some 
of them more than doubled, whether that 
sum could be regarded as any way adequate, 
From the advanced ages also of the illustri- 
ous personages, more appearance and greater 
expenditure were called for, than in the 
younger part of their lives, when this sum 
was originally fixed. If it were necessary 
to look to precedent in support of what he 
should propose, it might be sufficient to ob- 
serve that the late duke of Gloucester had 
an income from the public of 24,0001. 4 
year, which he enjoyed to the last period of 
his life. This was considerably more than 
it was now proposed to bestow ; though he 
was far from resting on precedent only, 
since only such an amount of income was 
wished for, as to enable the illustrious per. 
sons to keep up that state and situationin 
life, which it was incumbent on them to 
support. In this view it was proposed that 
their incomes, standing at present at 12,000, 
should be increased in future to 18,0001. a 
year. It was also proposed to provide for 
the expences of the. princess Charlotte of 
Wales, by a grant of 7000I. a year, instead 
of 60001. which she had before. The pro 
vision for the princesses stood on the sam 
footing. It was necessary, also, to acquai 
the house, that the provision for the prin- 
cesses stood on the same footing as that for 
the duke of Gloucester, and the princess 
Sephia, and must be transferred from the 
aggregate fund, now merely nominal, and 
fixed on the consolidated fund, The al 
lowance to the princesses was to be increas 
ed from 40001. to 5000!.; and it was pro- 
posed to grant 4000I. a year to the duchess @ 
dowager of Gloucester, for whom no provi- 
sion had as yet been made, which was the 
same establishment as had been settled on the 
late duchess ‘of Cumberland. He concluded 
with moving, “ That his majesty be enabled 
to grant, out of the Consolidated Fund of 
Great Britain, a yearly sum, not exceeding 
60001. to each of their royal highnesses the ° 
dukes of Clarence, Kent, Cumberland, 
Sussex, and Cambridge.” 
Mr. Rose made some observations on 
the nature of the aggregate fund, and ex: 
pressed his hope, that the resolution would 
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with unanimity. He mentioned, that 
the late duke of Cumberland had also 24,0001. 
er annum, which was then equal to 
30,0001. or 40,000l. 4 year at present. The 
income of every gentleman of landed _pro- 
~ perty had increased. greatly of late years, 
while his expences had also increased ; and 
hence the house must be convinced how 
reasonable the present proposition was.— 
The resolution was then agreed to. 
~ Lord H. Petty then moved, that there be 

nted out of the consolidated fund, a 
sum not exceeding 7 000l. per annum to 
the princess Charlotte of Wales, during his 
majesty’s life and that of the prince of 
Wales;, also a sum not exceeding 4000l. a 
“vear to the duchess dowager of Gloucester. 
With regard to his highness the duke of 
Gloucester, he said, that it had also been 
thought fit to propose to raise his income in 

roportion to that ofthe royal dukes, and 
1e therefore moved, that a sum not exceed- 
-fng 14,000l.a year be granted to the duke 
of Gloucester, in lieu of 80001. which he at 
present enjoyed ; and lastly, that the grant 
to the princess Sophia of Gloucester, for- 
merly charged on the aggregate fund, be 
transferred to the consolidated fund.— 
The several resolutions were unanimously 
agreed to. 

(Arpairs oF INpta—Ouve 

Lord Temple moved the order of the day, 
for a committee of the whole house on the 
Oude Charge. On the question that the 
Speaker do now leave the chair, 
- Mr. Paull said, he did not mean to give 
any opposition to the motion, but rose to 
call the attention of the house to the very 
extraordinary mode of proceeding adopted 
by the noble lord. This was the first in- 
stance in the annals of parliament, of any 
member of the house taking out of the hands 
of another member any proceeding of this 
description. 

Lord Temple felt it necessary to justify 
himself from the charge made upon him by 
he hon. gent. He had never called on the 
‘house to come to any resolution on this sub 
ject, but when the hon. gent. seemed in- 
disposed to bring the question to any deci- 
sion. All hehad done, was with a view, 
when the charge had been brought forward, 
when the evidence in support off it had been 
produced, when that evidence was printed, 
to come toa speedy decision on that charge. 

All he asked on the part of his noble friend, 
was, what the meanest, even the most guilty 
Andividual of the community would be en- 
tilled to in a court of justice, namely a 


speedy decision on the merits of his ase. | 


He took that opportunity of declaring, what 
he had often before stated, that it was not 
by any means his wish to take the business 
out of the hon. gent.’s hands. If the house 
should agree.to his motion for going into 
the committee, and the hon. gent. should 
be disposed to make any motion on the sub- 
ject, he should be very far from taking the 
business out of his hands. 

Lord Folkestone said, that he could not 
have expected that any person would have 
proposed coming to an immediate decision 
on this subject, in the present state of the 

uestion, of the house, and of the session. 

bstructions had been thrown in the way. 
of the hon. gent.; and when at last the pa- 
pers were in the hands of the members, he 
would ask, whether the other business o 
the house had allowed them sufficient time 
to come toa decision uponthem? Besides, 
the Oude Charge was connected with 
others, and would derive support and_illus- 
tration from the evidence in support of 
them. On this account, the whole discussion 
should be entered into at once, and the 
questions respecting lord Wellesley’s con- 
duct be decided at the same time. We 
had been told that the eyes of India were 
directed to this house, and he would ask, 
should a question, involving the interests 
and independance of so many Indian prin- 
ces, he hastily decided in an empty house? 
Besides, froma cause, which every man 
must concur in lamenting, a right hon. gent, 
was necessarily absent, and he thought it 
material to know the opinion of the leading 
men in his majesty’s councils on the subject 
of the charge. He implored the house, 
therefore, to defer their decision at this late 
period of the session, and under the present 
circumistances of the case ; and, as the only 
way of getting rid of the question, he mov- 
ed, that the house do now adjourn. 

Colonel Wood was surprized at the charge 
of precipitation made by the noble lord 
who spoke last. Never had ‘any charge 
been brought forward in that house by any 
member who had met so much indulgence 
as the hon. member who had brought for- 
ward this charge. It appeared to him a 
most extraordinary proposition, after the 
house had been so long gccupied with the 

uestion, to defer it to next session. He 
shouid now vote to come to some decision 
upon the Oude charge. 

Dr. Laurence observed, that, he could net 
sit silent when he heard it asserted, that the 
hon. member who had brought forward the 
charge had received every indulgence 
while in truth he was goaded at one time 
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and thwarted at another, and it was now 
endeavoured to precipitate that decision 
which had hitherto been retarded. This 
was a question which concerned the guar- 
dianship of 50 millions of the natives of 
India, who had no other protectors but this 
house. It was not a question between an 
individual and marquis» Wellesley ; it res- 

cted the validity of acts and resolutions 
in which the fate of millions was concerned. 
Every dependant power in India was inter- 
rested in the decision. No one particular 
charge could be fully comprehended with- 


- out being accompanied with the evidence 


on which the others were founded. Ifa 
decision should be obtained under these 
circumstances, nothing would be gained by 
the noble marquis, because a motion might 
be made next session to rescind it. If no 
other member should move to that effect, 
he pledged himself to do it. He had taken 
a solemn oath to do impartial justice be- 
tween all parties, and he should not fail to 
bring these great principles before the 
house, in order that the people of India 
might have the satistaction of knowing that 
the question was disposed of after a full and 
fair discussion. 

Mr. Canning should not enter into the 
merits of the charge, but confine himself 
Strictly to the question before the house. 
He could not but notice the very extraordi- 
nary menace of ihe learned doctor, pow- 
erful when coming from any member, but 
still more powerful in his lips, and from his 
manner of expressing it. Any, the least 
considerable member of the house, possess- 
ed that power; but it would be for the house 
to determine whether it should rescind a 
solemn decision ‘on such a ground. The 
learned doctor, however, had taken his 
tremendous oath, he did not know on what 
altar, and was determined to bring the sub- 
ject forward; but it would be for the house 
to decide how far it would be desirable to 
adopt his course of proceeding.—Before 
they should come to a decision on the ques- 


‘tion for the Speaker leaving the chair, they 


ought to consider what was the situation of 
lord Wellesley. The charge had been im- 
pendingover himduring the whole of this ses- 
sion, and the business was brought forward 
at the chosen time and pleasure, as every 
accusation indced must be, of the accuser, If 
the principle of the learned doctor were to 
be admitted, no decision could be had upon 
any part of complicated charges, embracing 
the whole policy ‘of an extended adminis- 
tration, until the whole could be taken into 


gonsideration.. So that the business might 


arrive, whilst the accuser could produce 


| to take place, the noble marquis ought not 


| 


be continued year after year, session after 
session, parliament after parliament, and 
the time of trial or acquittal, would never 


any supplementary evidence or document 
to support his charge. If no decision was 


to have been called on for his defence, 
The learned gentleman had kept back his 
doctrine ‘too long. It was now too late to 
require to stay the proceeding till other 
evidence can be procured, ‘The learged 
gent. might have thought that a peculiar 
species of knowledge was necessary to judge 
of Indian questions, and that he possessed 
that peculiar qualification ; but by his cross. 
examination of major Ousely, a gentleman 
much better informed on the subject, the 
learned gent. appeared wholly ignorant 
with regard to the intoxicating drugs of 
India, and their effects. He believed the 
learned gent. to be in no degree better ac 
quainted with Indian justice. The noble 
Jord on the other side had not fairly quoted 
the right hon. secretary (Mr. Fox), the cane 
of whose absence he personally lamented 
as much as any man. He had clearly up 
derstood that right hon. gent. to have said, 
that the duties of his office prevented him 
from paying that attention to the question 
he could wish, but that, in his opinion, it 
would be a great and crying hardship o 
lord Wellesley, if the present session Were. 
to elapse without a decision on the charge, 
The only circumstance that could 
duce him to consent to put off the dec 
sion for a reasonable time, would bea 
prospect held out of the advantage of 
presence of that right hon. gent. on ‘some 
early day. He thought the house bound 
in justice to the noble marquis, to take the 
first practical time of considering the charge. 
He could neither agree with the leamed 
gent. nor the noble Jord, that an accuser, 
however founded or unfounded his charge 
might be, should lave the power of 
crastinating the vexation of a great and ap- 
proved servant of the public, by multiply: 
ing and subdividing his charges, so that the 
sole reward of a life spent in the service of 
the public would be an anxious, uncertail, 
and interminable state of responsibility, 

Dr. Laurence explained. The altar on 
which he had taken his oath was, the altar 
of justice, an altar perhaps unknown to the 
hon. gentleman. 

Mr. R. Thornton said, the noble eatl 
(Temple), seemed to wish that some deter 
mination should be come to this night. He 
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“W the noble lord was equally entitled to de- 


_ house-to a hasty decision on the subject; 


from one end to the other. Phat the ques- 
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had charged the hon. Sent. who brought for- 
ward this business with slowness, but he be- 
lieved the noble lord himself could with 
more propriety be charged with precipitan- 

, when he wished to bring this matter to 
a determination at such a late period of the 
sessions. It was his opinion, that if the 
noble marquis was acquitted under such 
circumstances, a stigma would remain for 
ever on his character.—He was ready to ac- 
knowledge, that it was extremely painful to 
the feelings of the noble person accused, 
but it was unavoidable, and should not be 
considered so great a hardship, as it was 
well known, that a noble lord, lately ac- 
quitted, had been obliged, during an entire 
session, to bear up against the charges pre- 
ferred against him. The hon. gent. then 
declared, that he would not deliver any 
ome at present on the merits of the case. 

e disclaimed any knowledge of the hon. 
gent. who brought forward the charge, ex- 
cept in his public capacity ; perhaps he would 
not go so far as he would in criminating the 
noble marquis; but at all events, he thought 
the subject was entitled to a deliberate con- 
sideration. 

The Master of the Rolls supported the 
motion for an immediate decision. He con- 
sidered the charge as now ripe for a deci- 
sion, and therefore it was competent for the 
house to enter upon it, however late might 
be the period of the session. It was contrary 
to every principle of justice, that when the 
charge was before the house, and all the 
ae by which it was supported, the 


rson accused should not be allowed to 
call for a decision. The question was, in- 
deed, of importance, but it had already been 
6 months before the liouse,@and they were 
surely ill qualified for perfo¥ming their most 
important functions, if they were not now 
prepared to decide upon it. By the habeas 
corpus act, the meanest individual could 
call for the speedy decision of the law, and 


mand the determination of the house. If it 
were the object of the hon. gent. who had 
brought forward the charge to carry it be- 
yond the present session, he thouglit it the 
duty of the house to disappoint that object. 

Mr. Secretary Windham was against 
going into the committee, or urging the 


and he vindicated the principles avowed by 
his hon. and léarned friend near him (Dr. 
Laurence), of which the speech of a right 
hon. gent. was a complete misrepresentation’ 


Vou. VII, 


tion was one of the most serious importance, 
every one must allow; but he could by no 
means agree to such a principe as that, be- 
cause it was important, it should therefore 
be decided in the present session. He wished 
to know where it was that the hon. 
and learned gent. found such a doctrine? 
For his own part, he denied the conclusion, 
as wholly uawarranted by the practice of 
parliament. An opinion bad been quoted 
as that of a right honourable friend of | 
his (My. Fox), to which he should certainly 
be at all times inclined to pay great de- 
ference ; as if he had said, that the decision 
of the house on this charge ought to take 
place in the present session, at all events. @ 
But, if it were possible his right hon. friend 
could have expressed such an opinion, with- @& 
out adverling to what might be the state of 
the house, aud the due consideration of the 
evidence upon which it would have to de- 
cide, he must consider such an opinion as 
not delivered with his usual correctness. 
The hon. gent. who brought forward this 
charge had been accused of procrastination, 
because he had not moved for all the pa- 
pers at once, which he thought necessary to 
support his allegations, but from the nature 
of a charge so complicated, how was this 
practicable? A member asks for a number 
of papers by general description, and upon 
reading them, he finds other papers sug- 
gested to him, which he also thinks neces- 
siry. In the present case this had bap- 
pened on the side of the defence, as well 
us of the accusation, and ought not to be 
imputed as matter of blame to the hon. 
member who breught forward the charge, 
any more than to those who resisted it. 
Another imputation made against the hon, 
gent. was, that he contended no decision 
ought to take place upon the present charge, 
until the evidence upon all the other 
charges had been produced. ‘Such argu- 
ments night be put into his mouth, to an- 
swer the purposes of those who were op- 
posed to him, but he (Mr. W.) never ua- 
derstood the hen. gent. to use such a pre- 
tence, though it was very possible some 
partsof the present case were so involved in 
the same circumstances of testimony on 
other charges as to be best considered with 
them. But it was said the hon. member 
procrastinated ; that the feelings of the no- 
ble marquis were involved; and that here 
the house must stop and come to a deci- 
sion. He would say, No: he could not 
tind that any unnecessary delay was fairly 
imputable to the bon, member. He was 
30 
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aware, as well as any man, that the feelings ; that the variety of hisp own avocations 


of the noble ‘marquis, npon a charge so 
Importapt, must be held iv painful suspence, | 
but from the hature of the case it was im- | 
possible it could be otherwise. Tt was 
possible ipat every mau charged with a 
crime could be brought to his trial the mo- | 
ment he was acensed. The noble marqnis | 
might sustain in this case a mere damnum , 
sine injuria, but it was a circumstance com- | 
mon to all cases of a similar nature, and | 
could be no argument for pressing the | 
house to a hasty and rash decision, in a case 
upon which the most cool and mature de- 
Lberation was peculiarly necessary. ---The 
next point to whieh he would advert, was 
the proceeding of the noble lord in taking 
ihe management of the charge out of the 

wands of the member who brought it for-- 
ward, and placing it inthe hands of others, 
without any management at all; or, what was 
not better, in the hands of those who avowed 
themselves to be the friends and advocates 
of the noble marquis. But he begged to 


ask, was this the sort of proceeding to which 
the house would give its countenance, or 
~upen which the friends of the noble mar- 
quis would wish to see his conduct vindi- 
cated? It had been said by a right hon. 
gent. (Mr. Canning) on behalf of the noble 
marquis, that the more high the station a 


man filled, the more power he possessed 


for acts of generosity and beneticence; and 
the longer he enjoyed that power, the more | 
liable ke became to charges of a malicious | 
nature; but, surely, if ever there were cases | 
in which the house should be more needy 
than in others to entertain impeachments, | 
it was against persons who had filled places | 
of high authority and power, who, while | 
they had the means of doing acts of great | 
generosity and beneficence, had also the | 
power of doing many acts of injustice and | 
oppression ; aud who should be made an-. 
swerable for such abuses of their power, | 
wherever the proots could be made mani- | 
fest. _ He must, however, say, that instead | 
of any encouragement from ihe house, the; 


| 
hon. member who had brought forward | 


this charge had met with peculiar discoun- | 
tenance; and, notwithstanding the urgency | 
with which the friends of the noble mar- | 
quis pressed forward this decision, he would | 
ask the house, how far it was ripe for such | 
a decision? How many gentlemen of those 
_now present bad taken time to read, and | 
inatuvely deliberate upen the great body of 


evidence adduced in support of the charge? | gegount. 


[939 
had 
allowed him no sué¢h opportunity. How 
many members had left town, without read 
ing any of the papers? And how far was if . 
consistent with rational justice, to try such 
a case before a tribunal, reduced in its 
numbers, and incompetent from its very 
imperfect knowledge of the evidence upon 
which it was called to decide, to pronounce 
a final judgment that night, upon a subject, 
of so much importance? He could assure 
the friends of the noble marquis, that never 
was there any thing less calculated to give 
satisfaction to the public mind than a deci- 
sion upon such principles; and those men 
who could delude themselves into a suppo- 
sition, that sucht a decision could have any 


_ other than a bad effect, must judge very 


ill indeed of public opinion in this country, 
Mr. Paull said, it was not his intention 
to have trespassed upon the attention of the 
house that night with a single word on the 
subject; but feeling it necessary to say 
something in answer to the charges of delay 
and procrastination imputed to him by a. 
right hon. and learned gent. (the Master of 
the Rolls) he rose to virdicate himself from 
an imputation so unfounded. His first mo- 
tion for papers was on the 25th of June, 
1305; and it was not until the 20th of 
May last, that any of the criminating docu 
ments were laid before the house. For the 


trath of this he appealed to the house; and 


he appéaled also to the noble lord lately at 
the head of the board of controul, whether 
he had not been incessant ia his applica- 
tions to him to forward the preduction of 
papers in his,department ; and whether the 
noble lord had not told him, in March last, 
that it was a matter of question and doubt 
whether some Of the papers for which he 
had moved, afd those the most important, 
would be produced at all? As soon as he 
could obtain the chief papers for which he 
had moved, in five days afterwards he laid 
his first charge upon the table; but there 
were many other papers for which he had 
moved, which were not produced to this 
day—papers to prove the most exorbitant 
and extraordinary demands upon the na- 
bob of Oude, to the amount of 300,000 
Ile moved for the accounts six different 
times; and all that he had yet been able to 
obtain, from all the diligence that could be 
used at the India-house, was a.return re- 
specting the 27th light dragoons, which he 
found to be a most false and exaggerated 
Hie had said to the house, that 


For his own part, he would: he‘would be to bring forward ‘his 
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charge on the 10th of June; but the noble 
lord had taken it out of his hands, and pro- 

osed to bring it forward on the 18th. 

his precluded him from moving a single 
step until the 18th, when he moved for the 
oral evidence, which was ‘not concluded, 
with the examivation of sir J. Craig, until 
two days since, and which was not until 
Jast night in the hands of members. Having 
therefore vindicated himself from the charge 
of delay and procrastination, he hoped the 
hon. and ‘carned gent. would retract what 
he had sad. But with respect to the sub- 
ject itsel, he conjured the house to con- 
sider deliberately, before they precipitated 
a decision upon a question of so much im- 


portance, marquis Wellesley’s reputa- | 


tion was the only question at stake, he 
should not wish to delay tii decision of the 
house for a single moment. He disclaimed 
all personal enmity to the noble inarquis, 
who had never done him aninjury; he dis- 
claimed all obligation to him, as never hav- 
ing received any favour at his hands, save 
an act of justice which it was his duty to 
render as chief governor of India. But it 
was not the reputation of the noble mar- 
quis, but the fate of India that depended 
upon the decision of the house; and that 
ample and impartial justice should be doue, 
was of the utmost importance to every 
British interest in that quarter of the globe; 
for it was of the first necessity for the Bri- 
tish parliament to shew, whether they were 
the guardians of the rights and liberties of 
British subjects in India, or the protectors 
of lord Wellesley. For his own part, he 
had done his duty in bringing forward 
these charges, and the evidence to sup- 

ttthem. India looked anxiously to the 
issue of this question, and he hoped 
would bless the day on which the en- 
quiry was instituted. He hoped they 
would be enabled to ascertain by the deci- 
sion upon this question, whether the faith 
of treaties was to be maintained inviolate 
or not? to which faith they had witnessed 
the most honourable adherence under the 
administration of that ever-to-be-lamented 
nobleman, marquis Cornwallis; but he 


would call upon the liouse to look at the si- | 


tuation of India from the accursed day when 
marquis Wellesley first set foot there until 
the hour of his departure, during which 
time it continued a perpetual scene of ra- 
pine, of oppression, of fraud, and crueliy, 
which goaded the whole country into a 


spirit of revolt. He had brought forward 


his charges against the nobleanarquis in the 


face of England. He sought nothing but, 


maturest deliberation, and in a full house. 

Mr. Perceval said, he understood ti.¢ hou. , 
member who brought forward thigecharge, , 
to object that the house should be the judge 
of the fittest time to form its own decision 
upon the subject, and to say he Weuld en- 
lirely withdraw himself from any inter- 
ference in discussing the subject, unless he 
was to be the judge of the fitness of the 
time for the decision. In sucha case, he, 
(Mr. Peet was of opinion the hon. 
member would abandon tue duty he had. 
undertaken, and incur the blame of any 
erroneous decision to which the house might. 
be led, without the light which he was 
enabled to throw upon the subject. 
han. member, however, would pledge Lim- 
self to bring forward the investigation at 
any future day during the present session of 
parliament, at any reasonable distance, when, 
he should have bis thoughts better arranged 
upon the subject, he, tor one, should not. 
object to adjourning the further proceed- 
ings to such a day; and therefore he re- 
quested to know the hon. member's deter. 
mination ? 

Mr. Puull declared he had not the most 
distant wish for delay * andgthat, if the re- 
maining papers were produced for which, 
he had moved respecting six British regi- 
ments in India, and which would furnish, 
proofs of the most exorbitant and incon- 
ceivable extortion upon the nabob of Oude, 
he would be ready to go on with the charge 
next ddy, or in a weck, just as the hoyse 
should choose; but recollecting the delays, 
and disappointments he had already’ expe- 
rienced, he would not pledge himseif to 
any particular day, until the papers were be- 
fore the house. 

Mr. IV. Smith thought that, after what 
had fallen from the hon. gent. it would be 
a mockery of justice to proceed. The hon. 


gent. in his situation, could not fix any day. 
“He regretted the delay; but as to the mar- 
iquis Wellesley, it could not be too often 
repeated that it was damnum sine injuria. 
| He theught that the friends of marquis 
Wellesley could not desire to proceed in the 
present situation of the case. ; 

Sir A. Wellesley declared, that nothing 
could be more opposite to the wishes and 
feelings of himself, or his noble relation, 
than that the house should decide upon this 
charge, without having before them all the 
testimony the honourable gentleman wished 


impartial justice, and he hoped parliament, . 
for its own sake, would decide with the.” 


If thegir 


to adduce ; but as he had :eason to belicve 
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that the documents which he had mention- 
ed as the cause of delay really were not in 


<< India-house, and had never been re- 


rned from India, he hoped, if the house 


§ ‘should be satisfied of that fact, by those gen- 


4 


tlemen now present who were officially 
competefig to give information upon the 
subject, and that no such documents were 
to ‘be expected, that the house would no 
longer defer its decision: more especially 
as it was the declared opinion of a right 
hon. gent. (Mr. Fox) that if a decision 
should not take place within the ordinary 
duration of the session, an address should 
be moved to his majesty, for prolonging the 
session for that purpose. 

“Mr. R. Thornton feeling ‘himself thus 
called on, said he could not speak with ac- 
curacy as to the precise documents moved 
for being at the India-house; but he rather 
believed some fresh documents would be 
found there, and that the house ought not 
to proceed to final decision until further 
search should be made. ~ 

Mr. I¥. Pole supported the argument of 
his hon, relation, and wished to have a clear 
answer from some of those gentlemen who 


» had been in the India direction, as to the 


existence of such returns. 

Mr. Paull was not desirous of the returns 
of the sirength’of these six regiments. He 
only wished for thegccounts of the sums 
charged as paid tothem; and was confident 
such returns must have been made to the 
directors, 

Mr. Grant said, that though he was not 
now in officewhe was fully confident the ac- 
counts of pay must be in the India-house ; 
but that the order for furnishing the returns 
of the strength of the regiments ought to 
have been directed to the war-office, where 
they would be found. He was for pro- 


“* ceeding with the utmost deliberation upon 


a subject, whereon hung tie fate of India. 
He thought the house could not, in so thin 
2a attendance, comprising so many of the 
noble marquis’s friends, and at so late 
a period of the session, come to a de- 
cision, gonsistently with the decorum which 
belonged to its deliberative justice; but 
that, if a decision was to be pressed 
upon the subject, there ought to be a call 
of the house, for which he, as one, should 
vote. 
Lord Castlereagh said, he could not con- 
ceive that the absence of papers, relating 
to the charge against the marquis Wellesley, 
of having fraudently exacted an undue sum 
from the vizier of Oude, was sufficient to 
warrant delay; as both the fact and the in- 


ke 


tention would be necessary to be proveds 
and the latter had bee completely dispto. 
ved by the evidence ‘of capt. Salmon, the 
accountant-general, who had distinctly sta. 
ted, that in drawing up the estimates of the 
expence of troops to»be defrayed by the 
vizier, marquis Wellesley had instructed 
him to make them rather in favour of that 
prince than otherwise: so that as far as the 
instructions, which were all that rested wi 
the marquis, went, the charge was prov 
to be groundless; and the papers, if forth, 
coming, and shewing that a fraudulent sum 
was really charged, would not criminate 
that nobleman, but be useless. 
Dr. Laurence spoke to order, and thought 
that after an order of that house had heeg 
six times made for their production, every 
member was _— in seeing that they 
were procured: 
_ Lord Castlereagh expressed his surprise 
at the interruption, and thought that he was 
correct in shewing, from the oral evidence, 
which the house had had the advantage of, that 
the papers were not necessary, and did not 
contain any thing that could, by possibility, 


‘affect marquis Wellesley. 


Mr. Martin (of Kinsale) thought that 
the papers might have great relevancy to 
the charge, as shaped by the hon. gent. 
(Mr. Paull), and that it was extremely 
wrong to force him to proceed, without 
what he himself thought sufficient to sup- 
port his allegations. 

Mr. Burton said, that after the evidence 
of the accountant general, the charge made 
upon the nabob, was, upon the whole, 
in his favour; all the evidence the hon. 
gent. wished to collect from the papers, 
might be admitted by the friends of mar- 
quis Wellesley, without any prejudice to 
him. 

Sir A; Wellesley said, he was perfectly 
willing on the part of the noble marquis, to 
admit it; and therefore called upon the 
hon. gent. then to proceed. 

Mr. Paull sa. when the accounts were 
produced, he should shew that a sum of 
470,000]. was fraudulently charged upon 
the nabob, »by colonel Scott; having 
been some years after called upon to make 
up accounts against him, upon the basis 
of those estimates prepared by capt. Sal- 
mon, the colonel had been instructed to 
claim that excessive sum, unless the nabob 
would consent to cede his territory, in which 
case he was only to require the sum re- 
ally due. 


“ ‘Mr. Johnstone said, the papers were 
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ighly necessary to be produced, and cor- | be an evasion of justice to decide before all 
the statéifient, that an unjust de- | the evidence was adduced. 
mand of nine laés of rupees had been made | Lord Temple said, that after wKat had “ty 
upon the nabob. passed, he should not persist in calling upoft 
~” Sir J. Newport deprecated the bringing | the house to resolve itself into a committe 
forward of supplementary charges, pe that night, but would propose to defer. his 
thought that the house,,if they tolerated it, | motion till Friday, by which time’ the pa- 
would never be able ae e to a decision. | pers might be before the house, and he 
He was of opinion that they should then | hoped the business would be proceeded in. 
ed. —This produced a long and desultory con- 
me am Solicitor General said, the question | versation, which ended in withdrawiag the 
was not if the decision upon these charges | question for adjournment, and agreeing 
were to be deferred until the next session, | that the committee on the Oude cha 
put if the house would proceed this day to | should stand for next Friday; but Mr. 
determine on an accusation, in which the | Paull would not pledge himself to bring 
hon. gent. (Mr. Paull) said, he was net pre- | the business forward this session, without a 
pared to advance ; so that the true enquiry | call of the house, in which he was warmly 
was, if in this stage of the business the mat- | supported by Mr. Windham, and several 
ter were to be taken out of his hands, in the | other members. 
absence of the of the 
house ought to be possessed in order to form 
such an aitempt, if this were a case of vex- Monday, July 7. 
atious delay; but was this the complaint?} [Arrarrs oF INDIA.] Mr. Paull 
The papers required were not obtained un- | brought forward a Supplementary Charge 
til the 20th of May; on the 25th of that | against the marquis Wellesley with respect 
month the charge was brought; on the 28th | to his treatment of the Zemindar of Sass- . 
it was printed, and the evidence was only,} nee, and some other Zemindars and Ra- 
closed on Friday last; even at that moment | jahs therein named.—The title of the charge 
the written testimony called for was not on | being read, and the question. being put on 


the table, although the application was made | the motion for its being printed, 

for what was yet deficient as early asthe} Sir A. Wellesley stated, that he had no 

5th of June. Who could then seriously as- | objection to the charge being printed, but 

sert that there had been any unnecessary | lie should take the opportunity to request 

procrastination on the part of the hon. gent.? | the hon. gent. would inform him and the 

But it was said by the friends of the noble | house, whether it was his m0 to bring 
£ 


marquis, that from their knowledge of the} forward any motion in the cotirse of the 
documents sought, they would not at all | present session, upon the charge now before 
conduce to support the charges. Were not | the house? He had conceived it necessary 
others to obtain the same information, in | for him to attend regularly in expectation of 
order to satisfy their minds and come to the | such a motion, but as he had also profes- 
conclusions to which such premises should | sional duties to perform, he should be very 
lead? If by the endeavour now made, the | glad to know, whether it was necessary for 
noble marquis should be acquitted, it would | him to continue this constant attendance? 

_ be such an acquittal as would afford him} Mr. Pauil said, it was his most anxious 
very little consolation ; he was, it was to be | wish to come to a decision on the. Oude 
presumed, an innocent may, and if he were | Charge, if possible, in the present session. 
$0, Justice to him required ‘that this subject | There were still, however, very imi 
should be dismissed in a very different way ; | accounts which he had moved. for, and 
but it was not only justice idan individual | which were not furnished. “He had called 
that demanded it, it was justice to the col-| at the India-house on Saturday last, te 
lective body of that house, that required that | facilitate them, but found that it would be 
no such precipitate decision should be for- | near two months before they could be pro- 
med; and the honour and character of the | duced. He could ‘not, Aheyefore, in the 
house were immediately concerned in the | present state of the session, and when the 
present proceeding. attendance was so small, give any pledge, 

_ Mr. Hutchinson thought the house would | that he should make a motion this session ; 
disgrace itself by acceding to the motion of | but if that was impossible, he shquld pledge 
‘the noble lord (Temple) and that it would | himself to do so at the commencement of 


bed 
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the next ‘session, ‘A charge of a most 
serious nature, and much connected with 
vs de present, had been expected to have 
éeh brought forward by a right hon. gent. 

Sheridan), but he appeared to have 
_ abandoned it. The transactions in the 
Carnatic were so much connected with the 
administration of the noble marquis, that if 
that right hon. gent. chose to abandon, the 
charge of which he had given notice, he 
should feel it his duty to take. it up, in 
order to throw light upon the general sys- 
tem of the administration of the. noble 
marquis. 
‘Mr. W. Pole thought it would not be 
proper for the friends of the noble marquis 
to press for any hasty decision of the house, 
after those circumstances had been stated. 
Their object was not to gain a premature 
decision, but to obtain the solemn decision 
of a full house, after a minute and delibe- 
‘rate examination of all the documents and 
evidence which the hon. member could 
bring forward to support his case. Ifthey 
ever appeared to wish to press a speedy 
decision, it was merely when they supposed 
that the hon. gent. had produced all his 
docuinents, aud that the house had had 
‘sufficient time to consider them, and form 
their judgment upon them. It never was 


the intention of his noble friend (lord ‘Fem- 
ple) to take, in any degree, the manage- 
ment of the business from the hayds of the 
hon. gent. nor did the frieuds of the noble 
marquis wish to press the decision at all 
sooner ye necessary for the examina- 


tion of athe documents. They had 
conceived, however, that all the documents 
_moved for had been before the house, ex- 
cept one military account, and in that case 
they had offered, in order to save time, to 
admit every fact or inference which the 
hon. gent. could draw from it. He did 
not object tothis supplemental charge being 
printed, but wished to know whether the 
hon. gent. had now moved for all the doeu- 
‘ments that he thought necessary ? 
Mrgeheridan begged leave to trouble 
the house with a few words in consequence 
of his having been accused by the hon. 
gent. with having abandoned the subject of 
the Carnatic, and hinted that this had been 
done since he come into administration. 
The fact was, and he thought the hon. 
gent. inight have known it very well, that 
he had abandoned that subject when lord 
Powis was appointed, or understood to 
- have béen appointed, lord lieutenant of 
But ‘he had not abandoned ‘his 


*? 


opinion respecting those transactions, and 
When the hon. gent? bio 

forward, the should have*his support. But 
his charge was against lord Powis, and not 
avainst marquis Wellesley, and he must 
y that it was somewhat singular that the 


hon, gent. who tnelke have known this at 


the beginning of the’Session, had not come 
forward with this charge when he had the 
materia!s prepared to his hands. 4 

Mr. Paull pledged himself, that if tle’ 
right hon. gent. did not bring the business 
forward, he should do so, in the next 
session.—After some further explanations, 
the motion for printing the charge was 
agreed to. 

[DEpTs Or THE NABOBS OF ARCorT. 
Mr. Hobhouse moved, “ That the bill for 
enabling the commissioners acting in exe. 


-cution of an agreement, made between the 


East India company and the private cre- 
ditors of the nabobs of the Carnatic, ‘the 
better to carry the same into effect,” be 
read a second time. 

Mr. Francis immediately addressed him. 
self to tlie house ina speech, which we are 
sorry we cannot state more in detail for 


want of sufficient memoranda on sucha 


multiplicity of topics and arguments, as his 
knowledge of the subject enabled him to 
bring forward; the generai tenor of it was 
to the following effect: That he could not 
do perfect justice to the question without 
entering into many particulars, which, how- 
ever necessary, were not likely to attract 
the attention of the house. Yet the sub- 
ject was of great public importance, though 
the bill, now introduced, professed to be 
nothing more than a private bill for the 
purpose of giving effect and validity to a 
settlement of an account between parties, 
in which the public interest was not con 
cerned. These parties were the supposed 
creditors of the late nabobs of the Car 
natic on one side, aud the Directors of the 
East India company on the other; as if, 
when once they were agreed, the house of 
commons had ‘nothing to do but to je 
and enforce their agreement. On the 20 

of May, wheff this debate was adjourned, it 
was formally asserted and maintained by 
lord Castlereagh, “ that the Directors hada 


‘fall and unquestionable legal right to enter 


into those articles of agreement, which were 
now to be acknowledged; that all the 
effect of rejecting the present bill would be 
to deprive the commissioners of a useful and 
necessary power, viz. to examine on oatl, 
but that it could not stop their proceedings, 


ught the affair | 
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gal}, 
and that it would require an act of parlia- 
ment to dissolve this*commissiun or even 
to stay its operati6w Mr. Francis then 
said. 1 can by means accede to this 
opinion. I do not think the directors of the 


India Company were competent to make" 


this agreement ; and, even if they were so, 
[still think it was their duty to have resorted 
to parliament in the first ‘instance, and not 
toyhave come to any ‘conclusion with the 
creditors, without a parliamentary  sanc- 
tion. All 1 desire is, that the house will 
look at the transaction and weigh the 
consequences before they determine that 
the public have no interest in it, nor any 
right to be considered as a party concerned 
in the adjustment of it. If they have such 


an interest and such a right, then I say 
that it cannot be safely trusted to a private 
compromise between the Company and the 
claimants, and that it can only be protected 
by the careful interposition of parliament. 


In this view, the amount of these claiins_ is 
the first thing to be considered. TI find 
them stated, first and last, at 9,289,250L. ; 
—of which it appears that 3,658,4321. have 
been paid since the year 1784. The re- 
maining demand of a capital debt of 
5,630,8381. is now to be adjusted by these 
commissioners, and, as far as it can be 
established to their satisfaction, it must 
some way or other be satisfied out of the 


territorial revenue of the Carnatic; and yet | 
| missioners. ‘This agreement in itself was not 


it is contended that this is not a public 
question ; aud that ii may legally be settled 
without the authority or even the know- 
lddge of parliament! I advise his majesty’s 
ministers to consider what they are doing. 
They know the situation of the India Com- 
pany. ‘The present services and interest of 
debts abroad far exceed the revenues. If 
the funds in India are wasted or diverted 
to private purposes, the deficiency must be 
provided for out of other sources; that is, 
by this country; I know of no other. The 
enormous amount of these supposed claims 
would lead one to conclude that all the 
wealthy natives of Change-alley and Lom- 
bard-street had gone to India,. for the be- 
fevolent purpose of lending th¥ir money to 
the princes of that country. I doubt it. 
I do not believe that a single shilling of real 
English money was ever lent toa nabob of 
the Carnatic. If any thing was lent to 
them, it was out of their own property. | 
When you see what these credits are, and | 
what they amount to, I think you will have 

but one question to ask, * Where did the 


| 


creditors get the money?” By an act passed 
| 
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in 1784, and quoted in the preamble to the . 
agreement, it was enacted, “ That the 


court of directors should take into er 


deration the origin and justice of these de 
mands, and, in concert with the nabob, 
establish a fund for the«lischarge, of those 
debts, which should appear to be justly 
due,” &c. By this clause, the investigation 
aud the settlement are expressly committed 
to the court of directors. The trast was 
confined to them specially. ‘They were de- 
legates, and could not delegate. Against 
their opinion, however, and against their 
remonstrance, and without any investigation 
whatever, above three millions a half sterl- 


ing were paid by the direct interposition . 


and authority.of the board of controul. 
Since that period, a new, or an old debt of 
five millions six hundred thousand pounds 
has started up; and this is the debt which 
is to be examined and liquidated by the 
present commissioners. Now, I think, sir, 
that on the principle, and in the spirit of 
the act of 1784, the directors themselves 
were hou? perform this duty; or, if 
they were urf@qual to the task, which con- 
sidering the ditliéylty and their other avo- 
catious, might be'true, they ought to have 
resorted to parliamenty and stated the ease. 
Instead of doing sd, they have €ntered into 
a covenant with the creditots,and provided 
a fund for the liquidation of their debts, to 
be adjusted under the arbitration of com- 


supposed to want the sanction, and never 
would have come within the ot 
this house, if the parties had not discovered 
that the object of their agreement could 
not be effectuated without the assistance of 
parliament. They come to us iow, not for 
our sanction of the plan, but for powers to 
carry it into execution. That is, if they 
could have acted without the powers, we 
should never have heard a word of the 
agreement. A claim of five or six millions 
on the revenues of India ought not to be 
disposed of in this manner. But it seems 
the capital of this debt, or of the athount 
that may be proved, is to be gradually dis- 
charged by means of a reserved fund of 
about 140,0001L. a year, on which sum the 
company are to pay interest at six per cent. 
as long as it remains in their hands. This 


| seems to me nothing but an indirect and 


perplexed way of funding the debt. For 

as to their really having such a surplus, 

or any surplus, after defraying all charges, 

T-hold it to be very doubtful, if net impos- 

sible. Let us a little now tothe na- 
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ture of these debts, as far as it can be col-; on a bond, for 32,3551. The bond was 
lected from the quality of the creditors. | granted in Feb. 1785,.to John Stuart, jn 
The noble lord on the other side (lord | trust for Mr. Sullivan, and deposited with | 
Castlereagh) has declared his belief, that a | Mr. Fordyce; the claim was referred for 
considerate rtion of the whole is un- | examination to the committee at Ma 
questionabfy fraudulent. An hon. director | andin 1788, wasreported bythem to be just}, | 
(Mr. Grant) has stated his conviction that | I do not believe that English money, lent io 
three-fourths of them are good for nothing, | the nabobs, constitute any material part of 
and that, if the remainder were admitted, | these claims; but I do not deny that some 
it would be a large allowance. I am not | 6f them, on account of payment due for 
at all disposed to canvass personal merits, | services or for goods furnished, may be well 

_ or bring mere names into view; but where | founded: The fact is, that the good debts 
names are connected with station, and sta- | are overwhelmed and strangled by the bad 
tion alone will account for the demand, it | ones, which throw a general discredit over 
cannot be avoided. The services of sir John | the whole. Among these I should be ins 
Macpherson to the nabob (Wallajah) have | clined to admit the principle on which 
been recited at large by the hon. member | debt due to the late sir Paul Joddrell js 
who opened this debate (Mr. W. Keene.) | founded, because it appears to be for servis 
He was for a short time a member of | ces of several years, acknowledged but not | 
the council and governor of Bengal. His | paid. I mention this instance, because it | 
claim, with interest, amounts to 101,7001. | has been much insisted on, and not that] 
The late James Macpherson, esq. had a| know any thing of the parties. The d ' 
claim for 29,5001. Mr. Hollond, some time | is, that, under cover of a few rights of this 
governor of Madras, has a claimfor 55,0001. | kind, many wrongs will be protected. Suchis 
You have heard of this gentlemen, and of | the general character of a pretended debt. 
the vain attempts, which have been made | of 5,600,0001. for the liquidation of which 
to bring him to justice Before the Indian | the Court of Directors have covenanted with 
judicature: 292,000,’ stands in the name | the creditors to provide a fund. Then 
of Samuel Johnson, who, I believe, was | comes the mode of adjustment, viz. under 
in council many /years at Madras. If you | the arbitration of three commissioners. In 
wish to have af insight into these transac- | the first instance, two hen. members of this 
tions, look at the printed evidence contained | house, were appointed by the Court of Di- 
in the letters of Mr. Charles Darke* | rectors, to whom personally there can be 
which were presented to the house so long | no possible objection. One of them (Mr, 
ago as the 9th of Feb. 1803. I will not go | Ryder) has since resigned. The other (Mr, 
any farther into this invidious detail, but | Hobhouse) in point of character and talents 
there is one of these pretended debts, so | js perfectly qualified for this or any other 
singular and suspicious, and apparently | place of trust. Still, sir, I should think that, 
so connected with the influence of station, | when the connection of the India Company 
that I must state it; and with that I shall | with government, through the medium of 
conclude. Laurence Sullivan, esq. during | the board of controul, is considered, the 
many years was chairman of the Court of | house would demur at this way of ap 
Directors, or high in the direction of the pointing members of parliament to offices 
India Company’s affairs; but he never was | of emolument, by which their seats are not 
in India... To this gentleman, or to his es- | vacated. The three commissioners may not 
tate, the old nabob is said to be indebted, agree in admitting a debt; and then the 


all prevail and 

# "Phis centleman appears to have been em- | 2° of any two of them shall p 
ployed and trusted taf the nabob, and finally, | bind the parties. In cases of debt or da- 
as he says, ruined in his service. His letters | mages before a court of justice we exped 
discover many curious anecdotes. In one of | a Jury of 12 to be unanimous; but this, t 
them, addressed to the nabob himself, he says | seems, is too much to be exacted from only 
(p. 153), “ I will not, for the present, mention | 3 commissioners. Now, I should think that, 
the bribes given by your highness on account | jn a transaction so suspicious as the present, 
of the unhappy business of the arrest of lord the objection of one opinion out of three, 


Pigot; but the amouut of them make a great +s ae ‘ 
aa of your highness’s new consolidated debt.” | OUght to be sufficient to extinguish the 


n short, he lays open ascene of bribery, fraud, | Claim, or at least to suspend it. The general 
and extortion, which fully account for the enor- | evidence and security, on which these cre- 
mous sum of nine millions sterling paid to, or 
still claimed by these creditors, aie tp Vide Ca:natic Papers, 2, 131, 
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ditors profess to rely, are. bonds voluntarily 
given by the nabobs of the Carnatic, and 
which they say ought to be made good out 
of the territorial revenue, because the na- 
bobs were the sovereigns of the country, 
and had a right.to mortgage it to their cre- 
ditors. On the 14th of April, the hon. 
member who introduced the bill, declared 
that, “ whatever might be the differences 
of opinion respecting the propriety of the 
Company’s seizing the revenues of the 
Carnatic, all must allow that they, who 
had them, ought to be answerabie for 
the debts upon them, as logg as those 
revenues were equal to the just de- 
mands upon them.” But what is the evi- 
dence of a just demand?!—The bonds of a 
nabob given to a supposed private creditor. 
In the year 1784, a principle of the same 
sort was set up and maintained; and, if it 
had prevailed, would soon have absorbed 
all the public revenue, and left nothing to 
pay the civil or military estabtishment. Mr. 
Burke’s answer to it will satisfy any man, 
who knows any thing of the matter. “The 
gentlemen on the other side of the house, 
know as well as I do, that the nabob of 
Arcot and his creditors are not adversaries, 
but collusive parties, and that the whole 
transaction is under a false colour and false 
names. He is always ready to deliver up 
his territory and his subjects (even while 
they were his) to these pretended creditors.” 
The Directors tell us, that the private cre- 
ditors of the nabobs could have no lien 
upon the territory, nor any claim on the 
company as possessors of the Carnatic; 
and that this was the opinion of the Com- 
pany’s counsel. It is proper the house should 
know that these Indian. princes have two 
treasuries, one private and peculiar, the 
other public, which, ever since they have 
fallen under British protection, they have 
carefully endeavoured to keep distinct. They 
never pay any thing out of their private 
purse, but in extreme necessity; but they 
care very litle how they load the public 
revenue. Between a private loan and a 
public debt, they pocket all that they can 
borrow, and they pay nothing. By giving 
“bonds, they get rid of importunity, or they 
gain friends, or they unite their creditors in 
@ common cause with them; and, when the 
management of the territorial revenue istaken’ 
out of their hands, for these very abuses 
among the rest, these debts are brought for- 
ward as a just demand on that revenue. 
The chairman and deputy chairman of the 


Court of Directors, ‘in their re of the 
Vou, VIL. 


26th of Sept. 1804, observe, “that scarcely 
any other state ever furnished an example 
of the systematic extravagance of the nabob 
in coming under engagements, compared 
with his means of fulfilment.” I say, it was 
his system, and not his extravagance. I be- 
lieve, sir, I have said enough to shew that 
this is a public question, and that.a publie 
interest is involved in it. If so, the house 
of commons is bound to keep a watchful 
eye over the whole transaction. If once 
you let it out of your sight, { do not say 
that you may not safely rely on the integ- 
rity of the present commissioners, but the 
trust may devolve to others, whom you 
know nothing of, and who may easily take 
care that you shall know nothing of their 
proceedings. As soon as these claims, or any 
material portion of them shall be establish- 
ed, or as soon as it is known in India that 
parliament ‘has given its countenance to 
them by passing the present bill, you will 
hear of other debtors, and of other credi- 
tors of the same quality. There are claims 
against the rajah of Tanjore and the nabob 
of Oude, and perhaps many other Indian 
princes, which only wait for the decision of 
this day to come forward on the same 
ground, and to demand -satisfaction on the 
same principle. If you think the case de- 
serves investigation, it ought to be done by _ 
a parliamentary commission, which should 
be bound to report the result of its pro- 
ceedings, from time to time, to the house of 
commons; and all their proceetlings should 
be as public as possible. 

Mr. Sullivan explained the nature of the. 
connection of his relation of the same name 
with the nabob of Arcot, as originating 
with colonel M‘Lean, who died in the 
service of that Eastern prince. 

Lord H. Petéiy was desirous that the 
bill should be read a ‘2nd time, principally 
for two reasons; first, because the unjust: 
claims would be more easily detected than 
at a later time; and next, because the 


just demands would be more easily ascer- 


tained. If the bill went into a committee, 
and no other person should suggest the 
amendments that appeared to him neces- 
sary, he pledged himself to bring them 
forward; they principally respected the 
mode of examination, the nomination of a 
parliamentary commissioner, and the peri- 
odical reports to be made on the progress 
of the business. 

Mr. Grant considered the existing agree- 
ment between the India Company and the. 
creditors under discussion, perfectly legal 
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and binding unless superseded by a superior 
power, With regard to the nature of the 
‘claims alluded to; his opinion was, that al- 
though they amounted to 5,600,000). they 
would be, upon investigation, reduced to 
one-fourth of that sum. The clauses pro- 
posed by the noble lord, he did not think 
material, 

Sir 4. IWellestey approved of the authority 
given to commissioners under the bill to 
dischatye these claims; and took the op- 
portunity of signifying his approbation of 
the late treaty with Holkar, under the au- 
spices of sir G. Barlow. 

Mr. &. Thornton said, the directors highly 
approved of the treaty, and he had no doubt, 
on Wednesday, a vote of approbation would 
be passed iz compliment to the governor 
general. 

Dr. Lavrence commented upon what he 
had no hesitation in terming the scandalous 
mode in which the debts to which the bill 
feferred were originated ; and particularly 
upon the claiin of Mr. Sullivan, which, as 
it appeared from an explanation of this even- 
ing, arose out of the desire of this Mr. Sul- 
livan to.create. an undue influence at the 
India House. It was an insult to the under- 
standing of the people of England, or of 
the India Company, to call on them to pay 

' gSucha claim. What had they to do with 


it? And yet the hon. gent. who gave the | 
explanation, seemed to feel quite satisfied — 
The agreement alluded to | 


of its equity. 
by the hon. director (Mr. Grant) was not, 
he was certain, at all such as that hon. ex- 
director described. In fact, it was not legally 
binding unless sanctioned by parliament. 


Mr. //. Martin stated, that the public | 
had a direct interest in the revenue of the | 


East India Co. to the amount of 500,000I. 
annually. Neither the board of controul, 
nor the Court of Directors therefore, could 
have any legal authority to interfere with 
a measure which might naturally atfect the 
interests of the public. 

~ Mr. Hobhouse in explanation declared, 
that the commissioners only desired more 
powers with a view to exclude all frauqulent 
claims which: might be preferred, to enable 
them to hunt out iniquity through all its 
mazes, and to render ample justice to the 
legal and equitable creditor.—After some 
further conversation, the gallery was cleared 
fora division, but the bill was read a second 
time by the general assent of the members 
present. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuesday, July 8. 


fArrat RS 


OF INDIA.—RECALL OF SIR } 


G. BARLow.] The order of the day hay. 
ing been read, for the lords to be summoned 
to attend this day, : 
Lord Melvilte rose and spoke as follows: 
—My lords, I regret much, that the house’ 
is not in possession of those official docy. 
ments which would enable us clearly to 
see our way in the discussion of the impor. 
tant subject to which I think it my duty 
now to call your lordships’ attention. For 
want of these we are obliged to. grope in 
the dark, and take the prevailing rumours 
as the grounds of our arguments. I shall 
first, however, be obliged to give some 
kind of historical account of the transaction 
on which the discussion of this night will 
principally tarn,—When lord Cornwallis 
had undertaken the govermment of India, 
and when in his zeal for the public service, 
he left the banks of the Ganges, and made 
a distant journey for the purpose of giving. 
effect to the negotiations for peace, sir 
George Barléw, considering the delicate 
state of his lordship’s health, and the dan. 
ger he exposed himself to in his countrys 
service, thought it proper to quit the seat 
of government, in order to assist his lord. 
ship in the negotiations ; and in case of that 
event taking place, which has since hap- 
pened, to receive his dying instructions, and 
to carry them into effect without delay, 
Sir G. Barlow had then for his instructions 
not only the system which lord Cornwallis 
actually pursued, but the orders of the 
Court ef Directors, and the instructions 
given to general Lake on the 19th of Sep- 
tember. The general principle of the 
negotiation with the native powers, as also 
the system of retrenching unnecessary ex- 
penditure,, was begun by the marquis 
Cornwallis, and was afterwards pursued by 
his successor, sir G. Barlow. Such was the 
situation of India, as it was known in this 
country upon the 29th of January last, 
when his majesty’s ministers with great 
wisdom and propriety, considering that it 
was not proper to leave India without the 
full benefit of those powers of government 
which had been always contided to gover- 
nors general, recommended to the court of 
directors to give those powers to sir G. 
Barlow, in order that he might not be fet- 
tered either in conducting the negotiations, 
or in carrying on the government in India. 
With this recommendation, the Court of 
Directors readily and cheerfully complied. 
No appointment was ever less complained 
of, and no dispatch had since been received 
from India that did not convey the most. 
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sanguine expectation of success, from the ; country was convulsed with different opin- 
measures pursued by the successor of mar- ions on the subject of the best mode. of 


quis Cornwallis. The appointment.in con- governing India. The different systems, _ 
sequence of the recommendation of his) might be said to be contained in two bills ; 


majesty’s ministers, was made on the 25th the one Was _ commonly known by the 
of Feb. and upon the sth of March the name-of Mr. Fox's hill, and the other by: 
Court of Directors received an intimatiot | that of Mr. Pitt's bill. In the latter, how- 
of the wish of his majesty’s ministers that a | ever, to which parliament gave its sanction,. 
successor should be appointed to sir G. the power of recalling a governor general, 
Barlow. The Court of Directors were very or other gfficer, was given to his majesty, 
unwilling to comply. They foresaw, or, by an ‘express clause in the bill, If the, 
they thought they foresaw, great difficulties | house will, however, recollect the circume 
and great objections to complying wilh this | stances of those times, and consider the. 
intimation, Nothing effeciual was done | mode in which those two bills were univers. 
from the 8th of March till the 1 2th of May, | sally understood at that period, it will ap- 
when a communication was made to the | pear that it was the general opinion at that 
Court of Directors, suggesting the recall of | time, that the real difference between the 
sir G. Barlow, and recommending the | bills was a struggle for the patronage of 


appointment of a noble lord (Lauderdale) India, whether it should be in the hands of. 


high in his majesty’s councils. ‘This recom- | the crown or of the company. ° ‘The op-. 
mendation did not accord with the ideas | posers of the bill of 1783 (Mr. Fox’s bill) 
of the Court of Directors, and some more | contended, that giving the patronage of 
delay was occasioned by the correspondence | India to ministers would overturn the inde-, 
and communications that toek place on | pendence of the lords and commons, and 
this subject. At length, at the latter end | be subversive of the privileges and preroga, 
ef the month of May, his majesty was | tives of the crown. The privileges of 1784, 
advised to recall sir G. Barlow, by an instru- | (Mr. Pitt's bill) disclaimed this patronage, 
ment under his own sign manual. Since | and went upon the supposition that the. 
that time it has not appeared that any | patronage of India might be more fairly 
governor general has been appointed, or | and beneficially exercised by the East India 
any step taken to fill up the vacancy in the | Co. themselves. I do not now mean to. 
government of India. In the course of the , argue, which of those opinions were right 
last day or two, there has been a rumour or wrong. | merely mean to. stale, that 
that a noble lord (Minto) has been appoint- | the opinion of the legislature in the year 
ed; but this rumour is the only thing which | 1784, when they agreed to Mr, Pitt's bill, 
the house is now possessed of, instead of | was decidedly for leaving the Company the 
that information to which it is entitied upon | patronage of India. The clause therefore 
so important a subject. The intended re- | im that act, which first gave his majesty 
call of sit G. Barlow has been, however, | the power of recalling a governer-general, 
notified to India in all the correspondence, can never fairly be construed as directly 
both public and private, that has taken , militating against the whole spirit of the 
place with that couniry since the beginning act. The most decided sense of the coun- 
of March; and it must occasion great un- | try was then in favour of the spirit of that 
certainty with respect to the system of act, and with this generally prevailing sen-. 
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government to be adopted for India, as 
well as great surprise in those who are best 
acquainted with the services, the talents, 
aud the zeal of the honourable baronet. 
It will be now necessary to consider the act 
of parliament itself, under which his majesty 
was empowered to recall the governor 
general appointed hy the Company. It is 
by the act which passed in the year 1784, 
that his majesty obtained that prerogative, 
and it will not be foreign from the subject 
to call the attention of your lordships to 
the circumstances under which that act was 
passed. It will be recollected that it was 
at that remarkable period when the whole 


; timent the legislature concurred; it there- 
fore never could have been the intention 
of the legislature, that a bill passed in this 
spirit should-contain a clause which was to 
be at complete variance with the whole ob- 
ject of the bill, and should enable his ma- 
jesty’s ministers, by exercising at pleasure 
this power of recall, ‘to gain the entire 
patronage of India. The meaning of the 
clause is obvious, It only was intended te 
give the crown the power of negativing 
any improper appointment, which partiality 
might ever induce the Court of Directors 
to make. The Court of Directors were 
also checked in that respect by the Cou 
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of Proprietors, and there was a most. re- 
markable instance then recent, of the Court 
of Proprietors having refused to acquiesce 
in the recall of Mr. Hastings when the 
Court of Directors had proposed it. Itthere- 
fore was necessary, that-in cases of that na- 
ture the government should have the power 
of recall. I therefore think myself now 
warranted to appeal to the recollection of 
every noble lord who remembers the cir- 
cumstances under which the act of 1784 
was passed, whether I have not stated fairly 
the intentions of the legislature at the time 
of its passing. I know that as to the merits 
of the two different bills, there must be a 
great variety of opinions, and every person 
must be subject to some particular bias. 
The noble lord (Minto) may, probably, be 
‘more attached to the principles of the bill 
of 1783, or Mr. Fox’s bill, as it is usually 
called. On the other hand, 1 may appeal 
to another noble lord (Grenville) whose 
opinion { may bring forward as a balance 
in point of authority, and whose bias I 
must suppose to be in favour of the bill 
of 1784, from the part he took upon that 
occasion. He must know the spirit in which 
that bill was passed, and whether it would 
fot be contrary to the spirit and meaning 
of that bill, that any clause of it should be 


construed as giving the patronage of India 
to his majesty’s ministers, whenever they 
should be pleased to insist upon this power 
of recalling, at their pleasure, those who 


had been appointed by the Compeny. It 
would be contrary to the spirit and to the 
obvious meaning of the -law, if the power 
of recall should be exercised merely for the 
purpose of enforcing the appoimtment of 
the person whom his majesty’s ministers 
wished to be the governor-general of India. 
The power that the crown possessed would 
be grossly abused, if it were applied to any 
other purpose than what was intended by 
the law, to the negaliving of an appoint- 
mieut made in favour of an improper per- 
gon. If this be the only fair, rational, and 
true construction of the act under which 


India has been governed for the last 22. 


years, then it is incumbent on his majesty’s 
Mhiliisters to shew some cause, why they 
adviséd his majesty to recall the person 
whom tliey had originally recommended to 
be appointed as governor-general. For 
the whole period of 22 years, since this act 
was passed, there was no instance of his 
thiajesty’s ministers having exercised this 
power, and they should be aware that the 
thost pernicious consequences might result 
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from an indisereet exercise of it. 
situation of India now was delicate in the 
extreme. The negocialions which ‘were 
pending with the native powers, and the 
retrenchments which were to be carried on; 
required a government armed with: the 
tisual powers and confidence. If then, at 
such a time, this power of recall was exep 
cised altogether without reason, and a 
rently with no other view than patronage, 
it was enough to irritate the Court of Dis 
rectors. If, then, the Court of Directors 
were irritated by stich conduct (and it wag 
known, that whim and ill-humour had oftey 
influence on the determination of public 
bodies); if they supposed that this power 
of recall was exercised capricieusly and 
‘wantouly, they could find from the wordg 
of the law sufficient means of resisting aiiy 
appointment that his majesty’s ministers 
might wish to make. I have already stated 
to your lordships the situation ia whicl 
India was placed at the death of niarquig 
Cornwallis, and at the time sir G. Barlow 
succeeded to the government; and also 
that the first act of his majesty’s ministers 
upon that occasion was to recommend to 
the Court of Directors the extending the 
power of sir G. Barlow. On this recom 
mendation there was great joy in Leadeny 
hall-street; for never was there an indivie 
dual in the service of the Company, whose 
conduct had received more marked appro 
bation than that of sir G. Barlow, nor did 
the records cf the Company shew a greater 
number of testimonies of approbation of 
the conduct of any individual that ever 
was in their service. The former adminis. 
tration had coneurred with the Company in 
their opinion of his merits; for when mar 
quis Wellesley was about to depart from 
india in 1802 sir G. Barlow was the petson 
whom they had named as his successof 
When, however, lord Cornwallis was reé- 
commended to supersede sir G. Barlow, 
the Court of Directors gave no opposition, 
and he himself readily gave way to the 
appointment of the noble marquis, ‘Sir G, 
Barlow received marquis Coruiwwallis with 
open arms, because he knew that his ap- 
pointment was made merely on pubht. 
grounds, and for the public good; bit 
when it should appear that an appointment 
was thade from other motives, it cannot be 
expected that it would be acquiesced in $0 
cheerfully. Sir G. Barlow most readily 
joined in all the plans introduced by mat- 
quis Cornwallis both for securing the tran 


quillity of India, and for the retrenchinests 
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- ment, however, which lasted but ten days, 
- would not enable him to do any good, 


bat it would be reported through the 


_ inust all of them be acquainted with the 


" it is the system of the present administra- 
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were to be made in the expenditure. 
on that subject, beg that 
Imay not be considered as giving any 
opinion on the conduct of a noble marquis 
(Wellesley), which is now the subject of 
conversation. If, upon the appointment of 
sir G. Barlow, there was much joy and 
exultation, that joy was quite suppressed, 
when in ten short days after that appoit- 
ment, government intimated their wish to 
ave him recalled. If this were done 
capriciously, and without sufficient reason, 
ministers were much to blame; but if it 
were done for the purpose of scizing the 
patronage of India, it was worse—it was a 
direct violation of the spirit and the mean- 
ing of the act of parliament. I have heard 
it, however, surmised, that in the original 
recommendation of sir George Barlow, the 
government never deceived the court of 
Directors, but they told them at that time, 
that the appointment was merely temporary 
and liable to be changed. This appoint- 


while the suddenness of his recall must be 
felt by him as a mortification and disgrace. 
It would have been a very different thing 
to have left him in a subordinate situation, 
from what it was to appoint him governor- 
general, and recall him after he had been 
only ten days appointed. It certainly ap- 

ared like some disgrace, or as if, in the 
course of ten days, ministers had found out 
something in his conduct that rendered him 
unworthy of their confidence. ‘The reason 
would not be confined to the cabinets of 
Downing-street or of Leadeuhall-street, 


tmnetropolis, and the report would reach to 
India, that sir G. Barlow, in whom they 
had been accustomed to repose great con- 
fidence, was found unworthy to retain the 
governinent of India. I should therefore 
now wish, that the correspondence on the 
subject between the directors and the board 
of controul should be laid beforethe house. 
It cannot be said to be a secret: not only 
the 24 Directors, But their children, their 
wives, their daughters, and their servants, 


nature of this correspondence. As I have 
no official document toe go on, and am 
obliged to rest upon reports, I must state, 
that it 13 also reported that the principal 
teason for recalling sit G. Barlow is, that 


tion that none but’men of rank in this 


situation of governor-general in India.. [ 
do not know how this doctrine will be 
relished by the gentlemen in India, who 
have spent the greater part of their lives in 


but I think it never can be taken as a ge- 
neral rule of conduct. If the governor- 
genera! should die in India, it must neces- 
sarily follow, that he should be succeeded 
in the government by the senior of the 
supreme council. This person must of 
course exercise the office of governor-gene- 
ral until time should elaspe sufficient. to 
transmit the news of such decease to this 
country, and until a successor should be 
actually appointed. It therefore appeats, 
that on the death of a governor-general it 
happens of necessity that the senior of the 
supreme council will have that situation for 
a year. It will, howevet, be necessary, 
that the Company's servants in India 

know to what extent his majesty’s ministers 
think that confidence may be reposed in 
them. It would be right that they should 
know what situations they might aspire to, 
and what situations they should ever be 

debarred from. It should be told them 

at once, that the whole eareer that was open 
to them was this, that from writers they 
might get to be factors, and from that to 

be junior merchants, senior merchants, aid 
collectors of the sait duties ; and arrive to all 

the lucrative situations of the country; Bit 

that they must not, in any case, hope ‘to 

attain to the honours of governor-general, 

which sonie, who passed their lives in the 

service of the Company, in the burniti¢ cli- 

mate of India, might liope to aspire to. T 

myself, my lerds, have often heard “the 

private opinions of the directors of tle 

East India Co. upon the subject of appoint- 

ing none but men of great family and high 

rank to the governmietit of India. They 

have always thouglit that a person 6f this 

description, who was really ‘distinguished 

for talénts and the qualities desired, would 

be of all men the most proper, ashe would 

arrive at India free from thosé partialitiés 

in favour of particular servants of the Com- 

pany, which miglit interfere with the right 

administration of the country. Tt weuld, 
however, appear very strange in the éars 

of lord Teignmouth, sit Charles Oakley, 

and marty other servatits of the Compant, 

whe had held the highest situations i 

India, to tell them, that, by the modern sys- 

tem, it was discovered that persons of their 

description ought not to have been plated 


country should ever be appointed-to the 


in the’ highest situations, and that; if they 


the service of the Company in that country, © 
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had been in India in modern times, they. 
could have no petentions to such distinction. 
This would be, indeed, strange music. to 
their ears. Upon all these grounds I con- 


facie, it is a most extraordinary thing that 
ministers should have conceived themselves 
warranted in exercising the power of recall, » 
which .a clause jn the act of parliament 
vested in his majesty. .I should wish to 
lear from the neble secretary (lord Gren- 
ville), whether the. instrument, under the 
sign manual, for recalling sir G. Barlow, was 
ever sent to India? I. apprehend, that, 
from the repeal of the commission, there is 
now no existing government in India; and 
I cannot conceive in what manner the 
Court of Directors are to proceed to fill up 
the vacancies in the supreme council in 
India. ‘If the instrument of recall has re- 
mained for two months inthe pocket of the 
noble secretary, how are the Court of 
Directors to make out their warrant ? It 

must also be considered iv what situation 

the temporary government that subsists in 

ia is placed. Although the treaties may 

be concluded, ‘the negociaiious and the 

consequences of them may not yet be at an | 

eud. There were probably yet remaining 

many things which were most important in 

the execution. By the treaties which lord 

Cornwallis was on the point of negotiating, 

the river Jummah was to be the western 

boundary of the British possessions in India. 

Lord Cornwallis had sent to general Lake | 
instructions to tix that river as the boundary | 

of that part of the conquered countries | 

which the Company meant to retain. ‘There 

was, however a most extensive district of 

the conquered countries respecting which 

the treaty, which was lately published, was 

entirely’ silent. Whatever might be the 

disposition of them, Holkar and Scindiah 

had no right to complain; but as marquis 

Cornwallis had renounced the oceupation 

of them, it would be a matter of the most 

serious moment how they were to be dis- 

posed of. ‘They must be reserved for some 

one of the native princes ; but, until it was 


in-any other light than as a temporary, 
measure, in consideration of the circum. 


stances of the present time. If therefore 


the person who should be appointed would 
conseut to delay for six months the gratifi. 
cation of his ambition, ] make no doubt 
that he would meet with no opposition 
from the Court of Directors. If he should, 
however, go out now, and raise his rank. 
upon the unmerited disgrace of sir G, Bar 
low, he must fee! that lhe goes out with. the 
disrespect and ill-will of the Court of Direc. 
tors, and he must consider how he is likely 
to be received in India. He must consider. 
what effect the doclrine will produce there, 
that none but men of rank and title cay 
ever hope to attain, the highest offices in 
India. I can veuture. to foretell that with 
the degradation of sir G. Barlow, a servant, 
who has their hearts and_ their contidence, 
all the servauts of the Company in Indiq 
wili feel themselves degraded. I. repeat 
again, that if my brother or my nearest 
friend were going to India under these cir 
cumstances, | should endeavour to dissuade 
him. I should tell him, that even the sup. 
port of the board of controul would not 
balance the disgust with which bis appoint. 
ment would be received by the Court. of 
Directors, and the servants of the Company 
ingeneral. I should therefore most. sin 
cerely recommend to whoever may be ap- 
pointed, to defer for six wsonths the gratifi- 
cation of what may bea very laudable 
ainbition ; at the expiration of that time 
have very little doubt tliat he may go to 
India with the perfect acquiescence of the 
Court of Directors, and ihe good wish of 
their servants in India. I have nothing 
more to add at present, and shall conclude 
with moving, Ist, for Copies of all letters 
and dispatches from the governor-general 
of India to the Court of Directors, re: 
specting the finances of the Company, 
and the retrenchments proposed to be 
made; and when that motion is dis 

of, I shall move for Copies of the cor 
respondence between the board of com 
troul and the Court Directors,. their 


ascertained to which of these they were to 
be given, India could never be considered 
in a settled state of tranquillity. Under 
these circumstances I declare most solemn- 


ly, that if the person appointed to the | 


government of India were my brother, or 
my nearest and dearest friend, I. should 
deprecate his appointment at the . present 


time. The Court of Directors did not 
sist upon the appointment of sir G, Barlow, | other resolution no ground had been stated 


chairman, and deputy chairman, respecting, 


_ the recall of sir G. Barlow from his situation 


as governor-general.”—Upon the first reso- 
lution being put... 

Lord Grenville rose and remarked, that 
in the whole course of the noble lords 
speech, not a single word had .been said 
which at all alluded to the resolution which 


was then proposed. to the house. For the 
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‘put the suggestion of the person who 
brought forward the motion, that the affairs 
of India were in a deranged and delicate 
situation. If the affairs of India were in 
this unsettled state that been described, it 
would certainly not add much to the means 
of tranquillizing them, to bring forward dis- 
cussions of this nature in parliament. As to 
the resolution that was then submitted to 
the house, not a single word had been said 
in support of it. “He did not, however, 


mean to.rest upon a captious objection, but | 


would éome at once to the consideration 
of the second resolution, respecting the re- 
call of sir G. Barlow, which was, in fact, 
the point upon which the discussion nust 
turn. Upon this subject the noble viscount 
had not, im his opinion, laid any plausible 
grounds for the production of the corres- 
pondence for which he moved. It was not 
enough to say that such correspondence 
must be known by titis man’s child, or that 
man’s servant; the real question was, whe- 
ther that correspondence was of a nature 
that was proper to lay before parliament. 
It was not until near the conclusion of the 
speech of the noble lord, that he heard 
him say something about restoring tranquil- 
lity in ludia, retrenching unnecessary ex 
penditure, and savings in the finances; and 
therefore he should direct the principal 
part of his answer to what he conceived to 
be the most serious part of the speech, that 
which relates to the recall of sir G. Barlow. 
Without discussing the reasons which indu- 
ced his majesty’s ministers to recomend 
the recall of sir G. Barlow, he must state, 
that be was much surprized at the only re- 
medy which the neble lord proposed for 
what he complained of, and which was 
merely thatsir G. Barlow should be continued 
six months longer. What could be the rea- 
son for this recommendation? When in the 
courseof the six months he should do what the 
noble lord said it was impossible for him to 
do; when he should have remained so 
much longer under those difticulties, which 
(as was stated) must completely weigh him 
down, then the nohje lord himself would be 
ready to acquiesce in his recall. The noble 
lord had insinuated that there was some in- 
temperance in the letters from his majesty’s 
ministers upon this subject. This was a 
charge, however, which he must utterly 
deny. He did not know on what grounds 
the noble viscount could presume to impute, 
that the object of his majesty’s ministers, in 
advising the recall of sir G. Barlow, was 
aerely dictated by the wish to extend their 
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| patronage. If there was any fixed principle 
which his majesty’s ministers felt should for 
ever govern their conduct with respect to 
India, it was this: that between his majesty’s 
ministers and the court of directors there 
should be a spirit of mutual conciliation 
and co-operation, that each should endea- 
| vour to understand the other, and that they 
‘should act together for one common object, 
the good of the countries which were com- 
| mitted to their government. Nothing could 
so much tend to break this harmony, as to 
bring forward, for parliamentary discussion, 
the various correspondence which passed 
between them. The noble viscount had 
supposed a case of the court of directors 
and board of controul. acting at cross pur- 
poses, and only impeding one another. 
This was certainly a possible case, but it 
was by no. means a probable one. As for 
those mutual checks and controuls, the his- 
tory and the analogy of the constitution of 
this country proved that they might subsist 
without at ull impeding public business. 
The constitution of the country was altoge~ 
ther a system of checks and balances, and 
yet it was found that those mutual checks 
contributed materially to the benefit of the 
empire; and, from the same analogy, he 
would infer, that it might also be beneficial 
to the system of the government of India, 
This was, perhaps, the first time in the his. 
tory of parliament, that ministers were called 
upon to assign a reason why they advised 
the recall of one individual, or the appoint-- 
ment of another. It was. strictly parlia- 
mentary when the general conduct of mi- 
nisters was such as parliament disapproved 
of, to address his majesty for their removal ; 
but it was quite unusual to call upon mi- 
nisters for their reasons for every separate 
appomiment which they had advised. Du- 
ring the 22 years which had elapsed siuce 
the passing of the act, the noble lord cer- 
tainly could adduce no precedent of a si- 
milar correspondence being laid before par- 
liament. If the house would call to their 
recollection ali that had passed during those 
22 years, they might be surprized that the 
charge of grasping at Indian pdtronage 
should have come from that noble lord, 
For his own part, he always wished that 
those who were accused should be tried 
by the law itself, and not by any fanciful 
interpretations and constructions that could 
be put upon it by other people. -In this in- 
stance he stood upon the law, and called 
upon their lordships to look at the law as 


it now stood, If the law in stating one thiig 


| 
| 


meant another, the country would have a 
right to complain of that legislature that 
would enact stich laws. Those whose busi- 


" ness it was to carry the laws into execution 


might also complain of the legislature for 
leading them into error by fraudulent. pre- 
varication. The law however (as he con- 
tended), must be construed by the plain 
meaning, and the expressions that were 
found in it. The noble lord himself must 
admit, that the law gave a power of recall, 
and he could hardly. deny that wherever 
there was a right there was also a duty. 
If ata future time ministers should be ar- 
raigned before that house for a neglect of 
their ‘duty, it would be a very weak de- 
fence to say, that the reason they neglected 
their duty was because they had taken the 
noble lord’s construction of a very plain 


. law, and had misunderstood the obvious 


meaning of it. He had been appealed to 
personally, as to his recollection of the in- 


‘tention of the legislature in passing the act ; 


he should therefore deelare most solemnly, 


that it was as clearly in his recollection as 


if the transaction was but of yesterday, that 
it was certainly intended that his majesty’s 
ministers should have the power of recall 
at their own discretion. He recollected 
even the arguments which were urged in 
the discussion of the bill of 1784, and 
he recollected that those who opposed it, 
took precisely the grounds that the noble 
lord now rested upon, and said, that the 
power of recall might virtually give ministers 
the patronage of India. It was answered 
then, as it migh: be answered now, that it 
never could be contended, that because the 
erown has the power of negativing an act 
of parliament, that therefore it could direct 
the legislature; and by a parity of reason- 
ing, although it might with respect to India, 
have the power of negativing an appoint- 
ment, it did not follow that the whole of 
the appointments must necessarily fall under 
the controul of his majesty’s ministers. If 
the noble viscount could shew that this 
power had been exercised merely for the 
purpose of procuring the appointment of a 
person whom they wished to appoint, it 
would certainly be a violation of the law. 
The noble lord must, however, recollect, 
that from the passing of the aet in 1784, 
to the year 1801, there had not been a 
single governor-general appointed either to 
Bengal or Madras, that had not been re- 
commended by himself to the directors. If 


therefore the same system of recommenda- 
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tion should have been continued from the 


year 18()1 to the present time, it would 
pear that the noble lord should be the last 


‘to shew any surprise upon the. subject 


The noble lord had undertaken to prophesy 
that whatever might be the exalted charge 
ter of the person whom his majesty’s mi, 


nisters should think proper to recommend, | 
however disposed the directors might bets | 


acquiesce in his choice, still the servants of 
the company would be so disgusted as ig 
make his situation painful and disagreeable, 
His majesty’s ministers had recommended 
two noblemen of the highest rank and ta 
lents for the government (lords Lauderdale 
and Minto). He hoped the circumstanegs 
of their rank and talents would not be ws 
ged as an objection to either of them; bat 
when he heard the noble viscount talk of 
the prejudice of sending men of rank toTp. 
dia in the situation of governors-general, 
he could not forbear asking, if the affaigg 
of India did not go on well when lords 
Cornwallis, Wellesley, Powis, sir A. Hamil 
ton, and many other persons of consequenee, 
none of whom were servants of the company, 
were employed in the government? Hebe 
lieved there had been many persons of dis 
tinguished merit in India, who had not been 
recommended by the noble viscount, and 


who could not claim the honour orthe recom: 
mendation of being his personal relation, 


If the correspondence that was now moved 
for should be granted, it would destroy all 
the confidence and harmony which ought 
to subsist between the board of controul 
and the court of directors. ‘The late admk 
nistration had appointed sir G. Barlowas 
successor of marquis Wellesley, and almost 
immediately superseded him for marquis, 
Cornwallis, who was a man of that high 
rank that the noble viscount now appeared 
to think ought not to be employed.. Lord 
Cornwallis, however, although he possessed 
every other quality, wanted the essential 
qualities of youth and health. It was ge 
nerally supposed in London that. he neyer 
could bear the voyage to India, or thatif 
he did arrive there, he would survive. itbut 
a very short time: although that was the 
prevailing opinion, yet the ministers at that 
time were so remiss upon the subject, that 
they made no provision for the event which 
had happened, and what might have beep 
expected to happen. It was from. this 
criminal neglect in the preceding adminis 
tration that his majesty’s present mini 
ters were informed, only 24 hours after kit 
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and that’ by neglett of their predeces. 
“gors, no governor general exisied in India. 


Ft could riot -be expected of the present 
- gdministration that in the first twenty-four 


hours, after they were in office, they could 


find a proper successor for lord Cornwal- 


lis, and obtain the assent of the court 
of directors.’ Neither could it be ex- 
pected, that in the first twenty-four hours, 
they were to be perfectly acquainted with 
the talents of'sir G. Barlow or his fitness 
for the situation of governor general. 
Their first idea was, to give him the full 
powers of governor general, in order to 
compleat the negotiations he had then 


jnhand. ‘They therefore recommended it 


to the court of directors to give him the 
necessary powers, but they never thought 
of this appointment as being any thing 
morc than a mere temporary appointment. 
It appeared, however, that what the no- 
ble lord called ten days; or ten little days 

‘was in fact a period of near three months. 
He certainly had no personal prejudice 


against sir G. Barlow: that honourable 


baronet had anxiously and zealously co- 
operated in the measures of lord Wel- 
lesley, whose government was, in his opi- 
nion the most splendid and glorious ad- 
ministration which India ever knew. He 
had ‘such a high opinion of the splendid 
abilitiés, the unshaken integrity, and the 
ardour of mind in the public service 
which was always manifested by lord 
Wellesley, tliat it would be to him a 
great recommendation of G. Barlow 
to say, that he co-operated zealously in 


‘the measures and in the system of mar. 
quis Wellesley, whose conduct he so 


admired. As ‘his conduct was now 
‘under discussion, he did not wish to add 
more‘upon the subject. . The court of di- 
rectors had: formed one opinion, he had 
formed another ‘diametrically opposite. 


. He should not dispute with them the ex. 


ercise of ‘their judgment, and he hoped 
Do one would refuse him. the exercise of 

‘own time would shew whose opinion 
ow this: stibject was the justest. As to 
the ‘production of the correspondence 
moved for, he trusted the house would 
see ‘that’ it was highly improper. 
though, to follow the analogy of the 
British constitution, the lords and’ the 
aueaee a mutual check to each 
other, yet it was found that © always 


| sing his majesty’s hand on their appoint. 
ment, that marquis Cornwallis was dead, 


' 
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drew well for tle public interest. He 
trusted that it would be the same way 
between the board of controul and the 
board of directors. If the private rea- 
sons and personal objections which made 
ministers refuse the appointment of any 
individual were to be made a matter of 
public discussion, no persons would be 
found to take the situation’ of ministers. 
There might be many reasons why, with- 
out any crime being imputable to an in- 
individual, ministers might suppose him 
unfit to be trusted with the interests of 
millions. HH, however, in every individual 
case, ministers were obliged to tell each 
individual to his face the personal ob. 
jections they had to him, or if (which, 
wonld come to the same thing) their cor. 
respondence upon this subject was to be 
laid before parliament, the situation ofmi- 
nisters would be intolerable to any one who 
possessed the common feclings ofa man, On 
these grounds he must object to the pro- 
duction of the correspondence moved for. 
Lord Hawkesbury said, that if any 
public inconvenience were stated as likely 
to result from the production of the cor- 
respomence moved for, that would be a 
sufficient reason for negativing the pro. 
duction. If, on the contrary, no public 
inconvenience were stated, and auy ad. 
vantage to the public were likely to re. 
sult from the production, he did not think 
those motives of private feeling entitled ta 
so much weight: He agreed that the 
person who brought forward any motion 
for papers, was obliged to make out a 
prima facie case, at least, to support his 
motion. Such a case appeared to him to 
have been made out in the present in- 
stance. ‘There was upon the face of the 
transaction some ground of blame, unless 
ministers could shew that they had good 
reason for advising the recall of sir G, 
Barlow. As to the act of partiament, he 
did not see that there could be much dif. 
ference of opinion. ‘There was no doubt 
that the act gave ministers the power of 
Fecalliug a governor-general; and the only 
question was, whether they had not made 
a watton and capricious use of their 
power. He was perfectly ready to ad- 
mit, that by the bill there was a discre- 


The question was not as to the right, but 
whetlier it has been soundly or unsoundly 
exercised. | It would be proper to en. 


little into the state of Indi. 


tionary power vested in the government. 
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Upon the decease of marquis Cornwallis, 
devolved upon sir G, 
arlow. He had frequent communica- 
tions with that noble lord previous to his 
departure for India, and considering his 
advanced time of life, he never knew a 
an more likely to live, or against whose 

sit, was so little necessary to take 
more than ordinary precaution. Such 
was the opinion of the friends who had 
last seen him at Portsmouth. His asto- 
ishment was of course great when he 
eard of his decease, and considering all 
the circumstances of the case, it was his 
opinion, that no person could have been 
more proper to succeed him than sir G. 
jarlow, He would not, at the same time, 
day that it might not be right, in the first 
stance, to send out a person of rank in 
reference to. a company’s servant, Sir G. 
pas heing a company’s servant was 
peeber for nor against his appointment ; 
but he would maintain, that if inflexible 
integrity, if the greatest capacity for and 
attention to business, if the utmost de- 
yotion to the interests of the company de- 
erved that preference, no one could be 
tter entitled to it than that gentleman ; 
aod, what perhaps would be of no little 
weight, he had the entire confidence of 
the noble person he succeeded. It was 

- for these reasons that he thought it would 
e wiser in goyernmeut to appoint sir G. 
tlow,’ but still he would not blame 

_ them for exercising that right. What was 
the situation.of sir G. Barlow? Engaged 
as he wag in critieal negotiations, invested 
with great authority, and afterwards re- 
called, what impressions might not the 
public receive from such an act? One of 
two things should have been done. Either 
sir G.Barlowshould not have been appoint- 
¢ or he should have been continued. He 
id not suppose that an appointment like- 
ly to be attended with such important 
@onsequences had been made upon pri- 
xate grounds, but he wished that the no, 
ble baron had condescended te explain the 
. public'reagons for it. 1t had been said 
i had been no instance of such a mo- 
tion as the present, but had there been an 
instance of such a proceeding as. that 
‘which gave rise to it? His lordship con. 
+ Gluded. with expressing his opinion, that 
under all the circumstances of the case no 
person sbeuld have been appointed, to 
supersede sir G, Barlow in - the govern, 
Lord Minto admitted, that if the papers 


moved for were watters of course, no oh, 
jection ought to be made to the produc, . 
tion of them. But as that was not the 
case, and no distinct ground had beep 
made out, their lordships, he was copr 
vinced, would not agree to the motion. The 
powers of the governor and council were 
in.as full force at present as ever in Indig, 
The principle of the nable lords opposite 
that because a successor was to be ap, 
pointed to sir G. Barlow, a cessation of 
overnment, and anarchy would ensue ig 
India, went tog far. It would equally 
apply to all changes of the government of 
India. No such effect could happen 
where there was no change of soverej 
but a transfer of power from one indi, 
vidual to another, both subject to the 
same sovereign, and governed by the same 
laws. A governor general may dic oy 
resign, without notice to his superiors, 
and yet no such consequences would be 
apprehended. The supposition was a 
fallacy. As to the warrant, it undonbt, 
edly had not been sent out, yet he wag 
ready to meet the responsibility for hay. 
ing detainedit. The act gave a power 
to retain the warrant in such cases, till 
the most convenient time for sending it 
out, with a view to the public interests; 
as no ground whatever. had been led 
for the motion, he shoyld oppose it. 
Lord Eldon was of opinion, that the 
communication of the warrant of reeal 
to the governor general was sufficient.tg 
supersede his powers, and looked ypon | 
that clause in the, act which required 
the publication of the warrant in. the 
Calcutta Gazette as unnecessary. 
contended however, that, according to the 
true intent and construction of the act,the 
warrant ought not to have been detained 
in this country, after a convenient time 
for transmitting it to India,when executed 
-by his. majesty. He thought, therefore, 
that the appointment in thig .instance 
ought not to pass without inquiry. 
The Earl of Buckinghamshire contend, 
ed, that if ever the principle, that no set 


vant of the company should be appointed 
governor general, had been acted upon, it 
was by the nable viscount himself, (ond 
Melville). That noble lord might net 
have promulgated that doctsing ;, butall 
his recommendations, whilst he p 

over the affairs of India, proved that to 
be his impression. In the appointment 


of Marquis Wellesley, the nebie viscount 
Mad done well for the public service, 
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ever might be injured by it: The noble | 
viscount would in titat instance suf- 
fer a sérvant of the company to hold the 
government even for 'a few months, but 
seit @ commission to the commander in 
chief to take the office upon him till the 
arrival of marquis Wellesley. The same 
course had been. pursued by sending a 
commission to general Harris to take pro- 
visionally the government of Madras, 
when he had been superseded. If the noble 
viscount had not promulgated this doc. 
trine, these acts were strong indications 
of it. He shonld not have said a word 
on the subject, but that he wished the 
poison of the noble lort’s speech to be 
accompanied with the antidote. 
Lord Meloilie, in justification of his 
conduct in the several instances allud- 
‘ed to, stated the motives by which he 
hail been actuated. He had never laid it 
down as a rule, that the servants of the 
company were not proper persons to be 
‘appointed fo the government general. Nei- 
‘ther had he asserted that they ought ex- 
‘clusively to be appointed to that high 
office. His conduct shewéd that neither 
shad’ been his rule of action. Whoever 


“should be appointed, ought to be a per- 


gon of character and of abilities to fill the 
‘important office. He had argued with a 
view toa tuthour which had gone abroad 
“that the objection to sir G. Barlow was, 


his having been a servant to the com- 


“pany. He should say, however, that the 
suspicions he had entertainetl on the sab- 
ject had not been weakened by any thing 
he had heard in that debate. If the 
‘papers should be granted, and they showld 
‘econfirm those saspicions, te intended to 
* found upon them an ulterior proveeditg. . 
Lord Ellenborough could not sit silent 
“ewhen he heard an objection startetl which 
he did not expect to be repeated. ‘The 
‘warrant could have no éffect till comma- 


Nicated ‘to the party ; dnd he agreed with 


-the leatned lord (Kido), that the clause 


for publication at Calcutta was nagatory. 


‘That the communication gave legal ef- 


fect to the watrant, woitld appear in the 
of the judges 


iu the event of the 
detitise of the crown, He might on such 


| amvevent be inthe discharge of his duty in 
extreme part of the country, and if his 
could be vacated without 
avy of his power 
Mafter‘such dethise, in ofdering a man con. 
Sicted of a capital for exeoution, 
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‘lustration of this prineiple. 


[966 


would be murder at corition- law. It 


was the daty of the persons who advised 
his majesty to issue the warrant, to com. 
municate itto the court of directors in eight 
days, in order that they might fill up that 
appointment. But it was not their duty. 
nor had it ever been intended, that tne 
should send out the wafrafit 43 rapidly a8 
possible. ‘The cake of the appointment 
of a lord lieutenant of Ireland was an ila 
In the ins 
stance of the intended recal of one. lord 
lieutenant, his successor was to: be the 
bearer of the warrant, which hé after 
kept with him many months in this coon= 
try, until it suited his convenience to prow 
ceed to his government. If his noble 
friend had kept the warrant back longer 
than was necessary for the convexrience 
of public business, he would allow it to 
be censurable, but he.contended that the 
contrary was the case. 

' Lord Redesdale contended, that thete 
was an essential difference betwee. the 
warrant of recal of a lord lieutenant of 
Ireland, and of governor general. The 
former was to have effect only upon the 
arrival of the new lord lieutenant iu Ire. 
land, whereas the latter was to have ah 
immediate effect. It was an improvidetit 


discretion therefore, on the part of his 
-majesty’s mivisters, to retain the warraut 


in trust, and he maintained that it had — 
been kept only with a view to constrain 
the court. of directors to‘choose another 
governor general and councij. 
The Lord Chancellor expressed his sur. 
ptise at the violent strain that had betn 
adopted. The former objection was, 
that an interregnum existed, the preseit. 
objection lay against the means that had 
been resorted to to prevent that inter. 
regnum. The construction put upon the 
statute by the nobte lords who supported 
the motion, instead of tending to the sé. 
curity of our distant government, seeméd 
only to perplex mens’ minds, and was 
founded on a quibble. ‘The king had 
unquestionably the power of recalling .a 
governor. general; but the appointment 
was vested for good. purposes, in ‘the 
corporation. ‘The warratit of re- 
cal was to be communicated to the eourt 
of directors in eight days, and here wae 
ah interregnum without @hy objection 
beitig made to it. The directors had two 
months to appoitit attother, @ space of 


interregnum to which: no Objection .was 
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made; and yet the government in that 
case must be contemplating the event of 
the appointment of a successor. It was 
most desirable that the governor going 
out-should carry with him the order for 
the recal of the former one.. He had at- 
tended to the noble viscount through. 
out, and thought that he nibbled at the 
prerogative given to his majesty by the 
act. In judging of the meaning of the 
act, it ought to be collected, trom its 
obvious import, and not by substituting 
Jegal counndrums and quibbles for the fair 
construction of the act. To understand 
the act, the nobleand learned lord should 
consider the spirit of it; to look at the 
_ time when his majesty got the preroga- 
tive, and atthe time when he had it not ; 
to regard the resolution of the house of 
commons upon which it was founded. It 
was rather too lafe to read such. lectures 
im that house. majesty’s advisers 
‘were undoubtedly responsible. for the 
exereise of this . prerogative as well as 
every other. But it did not follow, be- 
cause they thought fit to advise his ma- 
jesty to remove any officer, suppose to 
take the seals from him, that they ought 


to Jay the grounds upon which they acted |. 


before that house, or that the house could 
call for them. Many things had been 
stated in the course of the night of a dan. 
gerous tendency. In drawing the charac- 
ter of sir G. Barlow, the noble lord had 
stated, that he yielded to marquis Corn- 
~wallis, but that he might: not be so well 


dispesed in the present instance. This 


went the length of establishing the prin- 
ciple, that the governors of distant pro- 
'vinces might .raise a rebellion, if they 
should not approve of their successors. 
"Lhe distant possessions were the mortal 
part of every power ; and in these times, 
‘when so many thrones, and states, aud 
powers, had passed away, it was dangerous 
to countenance such doctrines. 
-Lord Eldon observed ia reply, that 
‘there would have been no difiiculty in 
framing the warrant so as to avoid the 
inconvenience of an interregnum. If 
an illegal assumption of power was to 
be denominated from the woolsack .a 
conundrum or quibble, he should feel it 
incumbent on himself to bring that prin- 
ciple to some specific form before the 
house —The question being put, the mo- 
tions madé by the noble viscount were 
rejected withont a division. | 


. 


HOUSE: OF COMMONS. 
» Tuesday, July 8. 
_ [Grants-to tae Royar Mr: 
Hobhouse brought. up the report. of the 
resolutions of the committee of supply, 
settling the auginentations to. be made to 
the provisions for the different branches 
of the royal family, &c.: On their being 
read a second time, : 
Mr. Ridley Colborne rose to make a few 
observations on the nature of the grants 
which the resolutions contained. He 
thought the house should pause. before 
they voted. away such large sums of the 
public money, at a period of such pecu. 
liar difficulty. Some of the royal dukes 
were already in possession of regiments, 
rangerships, and emoluments arising from 
various offices, and therefore, there was 
the less occasion for this addition to their 
income. He.did not: allude to all the 
grants, some of them might be very pros 
per, and that to her royal highness the 
duchess of Gloucester, he considered ag 
too small ;.but he thought the emolw 
ments which diflerent branches of the 
royal family derived - from offices: which 
they held, should be taken into account, 
Lord H. Petty said, that though he 
gave the hon. gent. full credit for. his feels 
ings of @conomy, yet he trusted, from 
what he.had stated ona former night, that 
the house would not. consider the present 
_asa lavish expenditure of the publiomoney; 
at a period which called for the strictest 
ceconomy ; and mentioned, with regard 
to two royal persons, that certain tables 
and other allowances had been lately sup- 
pressed, which had cost the public nearly 
as much as their additional allowances: 
would do.. pie 
Mr. Rose expressed his full assent to 
the bill; and observed, that in respect to 
some of the princes, the discontinuance 
of their allowances under the civil list, 
| would amount to- more than the aug* 
mentation in their incomes. He con- 
sidered the votes to be extremely mo- 
| derate, when he called to mind that 50: 
years ago the allowance to the then duke’ 
of Gloucester was 15,0001. As to theof-’ 
fices which some of the, princes. might’ 
hold at the royal. pleasure, they should 
not be taken into contemplation, when the’ 
| question was respecting a permanent pra= 
vision,—The report. was then agreed 
and bills, ordered. to, be. brought in. om” 


| the first four resolutions,, 
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[Amentcan Intercourse Birt. | Lord 
Temple then moved the order of the day 
for the third reading of the American In- 
tercourse bill. 

Sir Charles Price said, that, though he 
did uot expect to make much impression 
upon miuisters, he yetthought it necessary 
to take this last opportunity of re-stating 
his objections to the bill. Ie regretted 
much. the thin attendance in the house, 
when a subject of such great importance 
was discussed, and thought it unbecoming 
to push on the bill at so late a period of 
the session, and in so thin a house. From 
all his communications with West India 
merchants and planters, and those engaged 
in the. trade with Canada, aud also with 


the ship owners ofthis country, hethought 


the present bill hostile to the interests of 
our commerce. He had been informed by 
American merchants, that not less than 
one-third, and even one-half of the sailors 
navigating American ships, were British- 
born subjects. ‘The present, therefore, 
was not the time to discourage our ship- 
ping and navigation interests, and todrive 
still more of our seamen into the Ameri- 
can service. For some time after the first 
suspension of the navigation laws in 1793, 
the vessels and ship owners were fully 
eraployed as transports, so that sufficient 
encouragement was given the naviga. 
tion of the country ;' but since this re. 
source had ceased, the shipping interest 
had declined; and he could state that, 
in 1802, there were not less than 100 of 
these ships with a broom at the mast- 
head, which fully shewed the distressed 
situation of the ship owners. On these, 
and various grounds, he moved, that, in- 
stead of the word ‘‘ now,” the words 
“this day three months’ be inserted in 
the motion, 
Mr. Brodrick seconded the amend- 


‘ment, and characterised the bill as unjust, 


unreasonable, aud impolitic. 

Mr. §., Bourne deprecated the passing 
of a bill which went to suspend the navi- 
gation laws of the country, in so thina 
house, and at so late a period of the ses- 
sion. _ He then took a general view of the 
arguments for and against the bill; and 
contended. that the discretionary power of 
suspending the navigation laws was best 
vested in the different West India gover- 
nors, the meanest ef whom had more local 
and immediate knowledge than ministers 
could possess, even with all that superior 
ability and information which they hadas- 


cribed to themselves. The bill,he-observed,: 
hadnow been two moaths before the hause,* 
and yet, during all that period, ministers. 
had refused a delay of four days for rew 
ceiving evidence in, the committee, against, 


‘the bill, Not even.a read bill was denied am 


advantage of this mature; and yet it had, 
been refused in the case of a bill affecting, 
the most important iaterests of the coun) 
try. At allowed the exportation of West. 
Jndia produce in Amer can bottoms to ali 
parts of the world, this country excepted,, 
and thus effectually . discouraged. -the, 
navigation interests of this. country. 
He contended that a right hon. see.- 
had been guilty of a gross violation. of the. 
law, in acting up to the provisions of the 
present bill, while it was notin existence, 
by suspending the operation ef the navi-e 
gation laws. He then took a view of its 
eilects on the shipping interest, and on 
our North American colonies, which 
were nearly able to supply lumber and 
provisions to our West Iudiaislands. ‘The 
ultimate teadency of the bill would be 
to place this, country ina. state of de- 
pendence on the states of America, with 
whom we were net, indeed, in a state of 
war, but whoseemed to have forgot. every 
feeling of amity towards this country. 
lt was not, indeed, likely that we should 
ever quarrel with. them, if those princi- 
ples were acted upon which were sup. 
ported in’ publications coming from the 
ministerial presses, and which went to al. 


low them all those demands which they 


claimed. 
Mr. Mainwaring declared that he con. 
sidered the silence of the geutlemen op. 
posite as an insult to the house. He was 
sorry he could not call it the first insulg 
they had thus offered, He had come 
down to the house merely to give a silent 
vote against the measure,.and should vat 
have thus commented on the conduct of 
the meu by whom it had been brought’ 
forward, had not their conduct forced 
from him the observation which he. had 
just made. He then repeated the ar, 
guments that had been adduced against 
the bill, and hoped, for the sake of coms 
mon. decorum, that majesty’s minis- 
ters would not persevere in the line. of. - 
conduct which they had, that evening” 
Sic W. Young defended the letter which. 
had been alluded to. by an-hon.. gent, 
(Mr. S, Bourne); that letier contained 
an exception which rendered it very dif- 
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ferent from what it had been stated to be. rine had ‘been redwoed, the trade of ihe 
The question béfore the house was very | country was diminished. The increase gf | 
narrow, and by fo mean’ required the | a hostile navy necessatily itivolved 
extensive dis¢ussioh into ‘which those who | lessening of the former, but the auginens 
Opposed it seemed inclined to enter. Con- | tation of the commerce of the nation had | 
fining himself to those points which were | kept pace with the wishes of every friend | 
really cohhected with the subject, he con. | to the success of the British nation, { | 
tentied that the shipping interest would | was confidently asserted, that our mets 
by no means be injured in the way in | chants could supply our West India go. 
Which it seemed to be apprehended that | lonies so completely, as.to render lj 
it might. In time of war it was politic to | extraneous aid useless. He_ was 
suspend the havigation act to a certain | to observe, that the very first dispatéig 
degree. Such ‘for instance was the per-| from sir Eyre Coote gave a very different 
mission to British merchant ships to be | representation of the circumstances of the 
miatined in a great proportion, by foreign | islands. Under date of the 6th of Marck 
seamen. ‘The bill was merely for a li-| last, that officer wrote to. extend the 
thited time to give a power to the privy | time of importation of articles. of subsist 
eouncil, which in his opinion they ought | ence, particularly fish, until October 
to posséss. He would advise the West | The truth was, that addresses were pour 
India planters, not altogether to rély on | ing in from every quarter, indicative of the 
the promises of those who professed that | existing necessity, and he trusted gentle, 
they should always be enabled to supply | meu would no longer deny what wast 
them. If they did, he feared famine | obtious and palpable. i 
would frequently be the consequence. | Lord Castlereugh rose and spoke % 
- Sir W. Curtis objected to the principle | follows:—Sir, I cannot permit this bill 
of the bill, and that power should be | be read a third time, without stating th 
tested in any one to suspend the Navi- | strong objections I feel both to its prin 
gation Laws. He insisted that our own | ple and its provisions. In proportions 
North -American colonies, Canada, Ha-| both have been discussed; my repugnaiie 
lifax, New Brunswick, &c. were ade- | to both has increased. Indeed it is im 
quate to supply the West ‘India islands, | ble to compare the futility of the professed 
without depending on any speculations | object, with a view. to which this bill 
whatever. He should therefore vote in | introduced, with the extent and natufe¢f 
favour of his hon. colleague’s amend. | the powers it confers, without feeling’ 
ment. - alarm, that it is really intended for 
~, Lord: De Blaquiere considered the pre- | and more serious purposes than those whith 
_ sent bill as affording but a slender proof | have been announced.—It is saitl, thatab. 
of that extensive ufidérstaniling, and those | thing more is intended by its framers, tha 
distingtished talents which ministers had | that which has hitherto been done in breath 
‘been supposed to engross. He would | of law, and of the oaths under which hb 
‘ask gentlemen, dnd young gentlemen in | Wajesty’s governors act, should hereafter 
particular, ifthis was a tite to prostrate | be done regularly, and in conformity 
themsélves to America, When that coufttry | law. But if nothing more was ‘really 
had done evety thing But spit in their | meant, than that the British West India 
faces.. There appearéd in mifiisters, a | islands, in cases of an adequate neces#ity, — 
siperabundanee uf ingenuity, but a great | should hereafter receive supplies of 04 
want of -goot séhse. He considered the | visions and lumber from America, as they 
present bill as atiother display of their | have heretofore done, even in Ameficm 
disposition to iitroduce wanton itinova. | bottoms, why propose a law to endble 
-4ions ‘into the established system Of the | the privy council to permit ‘the import 
country. tion into our colonies, not only of. pre. 
Lord Temple said, -it was incorrectly | visions and lumber from America, bat of 
stated that the supporters of this bill had | every description of produce, even mail 
pretented the petitioners from being | factures, as the bill was first introdtced, 
heard by council : the opposition to this | from every state in amity with the king! 
fidulgence was given by the other side | And further, why permit the wriliatitéd 
6f the house. Neither was it just to | export in return of all articles of coldiill 
one tia. | produve to any such states, thereby 
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igiving to the king’s ministers 4 pow- 
only to suspend the navigation 
jaws, but to abrogate totally our cole. 
nial system?—-When this measure was he- 
fore under consideration, I endeavoured 
to expose the false pretences upon which 
it proceeded, and to point out its total 
inefficiency when viewed in its more limit. 
ed character, namely, that of placing this 
" qualified intercourse upon 3 more regular 
foating, to answer even the purposes for 
which-it was professedly introduced. If 
it was really intended that the governors 
abroad, in opening the ports, shquld act 
not upon their awn immediate judgment, 
as applied upon the spot to circumstances 
of local necessity, but upon instructions 
_ previously obtained from home, as these 
jnstructions must be in their nature of a 
“general and permanent description, and 
not arising out of any temporary exi- 
goney, why have not ministers declared 
what their intended system in respect to 
the islands is to be, and applied to parlia- 
ment for the powers absolutely requisite 
for carrying the same into effect, before 
they call upon us thus blindly to intrust 
the whole to their discretion? But if the 
only ingtructions that can, or at least 
ought to be given, are those of his majes- 
‘ty’s late ministers, yiz. directing the go- 
yernors to enforce strictly the salutary re- 
gulations of the existing laws, except in 
cases of real emergency, how can it be 
(pretended that his majesty in council can 
ever here judge either of the circumstances 
or the time when such 4 pressure exists ia 
any of our West India islands, as to rea- 
Ser a temporary relaxation necessary ? ‘This 
hill cannot then alter either the nature of 
the discretion, or the hands in which its 
oo myst practically rest. ‘The West 
ladia governors must decide when the ports 
are to be opened, as they have always 
dang, unless the king’s ministers are pre- 
pared to say they shall be constantly 
open with or without necessity: aad if 
not, the question then is, whether a qis- 
cretion to open them when requisite, is 
most likely to he prudently exercised 
When it is used under the impression of 
subsequent controul, and indemnity: or 
under a previous authority given, enabling 
the goverpors lawfully to suspend the na- 
vigation laws at their will aud pleasure, 
without being. subsequently amenable sto 
Parliament, as well as the crown, fox their 
Ganduct?: The effect of such bill 


ly be unconstitutionally to transfer from 
parliament, hereafter, to ministers, the 
power of granting indemnity, and watch. 
ing over the conservation of this funda. 
mental law.—But if this measure, in the 
limited sense I have hitherto considered it, 
is not sustainable, or the motive for its 
introduction intelligible, it assumes amuch 
more serious shape, when viewed in its 
true and more enlarged sense, as manifest- 
ing. I fear, a general relaxation of opinion 
on the policy of our navigation system, and 
mixed with, perhaps, a.disposition at the 
expence of that fundamental law, unwisely, 
to court and conciliate the government ef 
America atthe present ent.—I lament 
the absenceof a rt. hon? secretary of state 
on this occasion, not only from the cause 
which has unfortunately occasioned it, byt 
from the desire Ifeel to hear him redeem the 
pledge he gave on a former night, namely, 
that he should be prepared to prove, nat 
only that the measure was pregnant with 
none of the bad consequences imputed te 
it, but that the powers proposed to be 
granted ta the privy council were borne 
out by a variety of pregedents, and parti- 
cularly. by the acts which were passed be- 
tween the years 1783 and 1791, authoriz. 
ing the king in council. te regulate the 
commerce with America. A further san¢- 
tion was quoted for the bill before us, by 
a learned member (Dr. Laureyge) from. the 
Dutch property acts, in the last war, and 
the bills enabling the privy council to re- 
gulate the trade with the Cape of Good 
Hope.—And first, as to the two agts of 
1795, the object and the provisions of 
which were confined to protecting the 
property of the loyal subjects of the 
United Provinces, viz. allowing it to be 
imported into this country, om certain 
conditions. Thg principle of those aets 
was extended in 1796, to vessals beloug- 
ing to any person in amity with his ma- 
jesty; of which, however, the benefit was 
taken (as was-foreseen) chiefly by ships 
frqm the states of Ameriga and the foreiga 
West: Indies.—A slight examination of 
the grounds on which these acts were pase 
sed, whether wisely orunwisely is not now 
the question, will shew that no considera, 
ble sacrifice was wage thereby of our na- 
vigation system ; and that the colonial sys- 


tem was not affected thereby, They were 


founded altogether ou considerations of 
The pree 


temperary commercial policy. 
GAB OR- 


arable of the act of 1796 declared, that 
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under’ the special circumstances of the 
“6 commerce ‘of Europe, and particularly 
-“ for‘that of the United Provinces, it will 
“be for the benefit’ of tlic commerce of 
"*¢ this kingdom to continue to allow for a 
‘** further time to be limited, such ships 
‘6 and vessels described: in the former act 
"*¢ ag may not chuse to return to the ports 
“€¢ of the United Provinces; and also any 
“*¢ other ships aud vessels belonging to per- 
‘ sons of ‘any country in amity with his 
- Majesty, which are in search of a place 
“ of ‘deposit, to land their goods un- 
-® der certain restrictions.” ‘This law was 
principally intendéd to permit a qualified 
‘§ntercourse, during war, with the enemy’s 
‘colonies, which could only take place in 
‘neutral vessels. Assuming then the pro- 
‘priety, in the then state of Europe, of 
‘making this country an etitrepot for the 
-¢olonial produce of our enemies, it could 
‘be effected in no other manner. It was 
necessary to relax the letter of the naviga- 
‘tion act to favour ‘this intercourse, so far 
‘as it prohibits import, except in British 
‘vessels, or in those of the state from whence 
‘the goods came; but there was, in truth, 
then no substantial sacrifice of our ship. 
“ping interest; it was rather a temporary 
‘Sacrifice’ of our belligerent rights from 
‘motives of commercial convenience, and 
‘our colonial interests were at the same time 
‘protected by the foreign produce thus ad- 
amitted being only permitted to be ware- 
housed for exportation.—The case of the 
‘Cape of-Good Hope is as little in point. 
It stands ‘on a prinéiple frequently act- 
ed upon, where there hasbeen reason 
‘to presume, that a possession ‘newly 
‘quired might materially suffer, if owr com. 
mercial system was at once applied to it 
fn its utmost: strictness ; that of giving to 
the king in council a power for a time to 
Tegulate its trade: But’ the present case 
is not a discretion to adopt our system for 
a time toa new colony, but a power to 
subvert at once the whole system with 
respect to all our old and established co- 
Jonies: It is said, but why do you sus- 
cams that such ‘will be the etfect of it? Is 
t possible to suppose that ministers will 
so use these powers? Or is there any 
reason to believe they will in fact autho- 
rize any greater infraction of the system 
than has latterly taken place? | ‘The an- 
swer to all this is, if so,why pass the bill? 
ds it not an insult to their understandings 
_-to suppose that’ they take allthis trouble; 


06. Indercourie Bill. thy 


to accomplish what experience has shewn 
‘the necessity of the case in itself effec 
-without such interference? And why, if 
‘ministers really mean to do no more thaj 
what has hitherto been done, do they come | 
to parliament to ask for powers to do | 
‘that which never has been done, and which 
‘they declare they do not mean to attempt? 
And why is parliament to be ealled on t 
‘adopt this new and most unconstitutional 
system of legislation, of granting exces. | 
Sive powers to ministers, who cither cay. | 
not or will not satisfactorily explain ‘for 
what purposes they are wanted, or to 
what purposes they mean to apply them? 
Such was the case in the Chelsea bill, such 
is to be the case in the training and other 
bills to which we are called upon to give 
our assent, ‘To sucha course of proceed, 
ing I must, on every principle, object, 
and I certainly have seen nothing in the 
mode in which his majesty’s present mi. 
nisters conduct public business, which, 
either in point of efficiency or discretion, 
is calculated to command any very peti. 
liar confidence.—The bills which passed 
immediately after the peace of 1783, and 
which were alluded to by the rt. hon, 
secretary of state, (Mr. Fox) afford-% 
little countenance to the present measuté, 
They took place immediately on these. 
paration of the American colonies. It 4 
not to be wondered at that in the moment. 
of such a convulsion, and when the'su 
preme power of regulating all commercial 
concerns rested on the separate legisla. 
tures of the respective American states, 
that parliament should, for a time, entrust 
the privy council, under circumstances $0 
new and anomalous, with the regulation 
of our intercourse with America, and at. 
cordinghy a bill was passed to this effect, 
but it was only an annual act, not for an 
indefinite period like the present, andit 
was discontinued with the necessity om 
which it was founded.—But even whilst. 
these acts were in force, and whilst the 
power to regulate the trade was in thé 
privy council, by proclamation, the. ins 
tercourse between America and the West 
Indies was, as early as Dec. 1783, come 
fined to British ships, and so it continued 
till 1788, when an act passed for the re 
gulation of that intercourse.—It is mates 
rial to compare the provisions of this’ act, 
viz. the 28° Geo. ‘III. cap: 6, with the 
bill now proposed; the latter enables thé 
privy council to open. the colonial por 
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to importation of every description of 

oduce without reserve, fromall states in 
amity, to the prejudice of the supply from 
the mother country. ‘lhe former per- 
mitted import from America alone, and 
that was confined to certain enumerated 
articles, the principal! of which were lum- 
ber, live.stock, and grain.—The present 
bill permits an unrestrained export of co- 


* Jonial produce to neutral states; the for- 


mer confined it to goods not then prohi- 
bited by law to be exported to America, 
and to certain specified articles in addi- 
tion; but the intercourse was in all cases 
te be carried on by British subjects and in 
British ships.—So jealous was the legis- 
lature at that time of any intraction of our 
navigation system, that in making provi- 
sion for admitting the like articles from 
the foreign islands in the West Indies, in 
cases of peculiar emergency and distress, 
the permission to import was strictly con- 
fined. in like manner to British subjects 
and British ships, and the discretion to 
judge of the degree of emergency was spe- 
cially vested in the governors, with the 
advice of their respective councils, and 
notin the privy council at home; and so 
also. with respect to supplies from the 
United States to Nova Scotia.—This sys. 


was not established without full deli- 


beration. In 1784 it was complained of 
by the colonies, and their petitions con. 
taining precisely the same allegations 
which are now brought forward by those 
who contend that our islands cannot 
otherwise be supplied, underwent a full 
examination befure the committee of 
trade, as they did a second time in 1791, 
when they were dismissed upon rea. 
sons stated in two elaborate reports, 
as wholly unfounded.—But the fallacy 
of these remonstrances did not rest solely 
upon the reasoning, however conclusive, 
stated in those reports, it was satistacto- 
-rily established by an experience of not 
less than ten years, viz. between 1783 
and 1793; during all which time the 
islands were never more abundantly and 
cheaply supplied ; under which pradent 
system our navigation singularly flourish- 
ed.. ‘The British vessels belonging to the 
islands alone had increased in 1791 
‘to. 985 ships, 110,900 tons, and 6567 
Seamen; the number has since materially 
declined, being reduced in 1804 to 167 
ships, 19,535 tons, and 1860 men,—It 
probably will be said all this reason- 
Vow. Vil, 


ing applies to a period of peace, and 
proves nothing as to the present question, 
viz. the practicability of securing an abun. 
dant supply for our islands under similar 
regulations in time of war. War certain: 
ly, if adequate convoys cannot be suppli- — 
ed, may afford to neutrals a greater com. 
parative facility in carrying on this ‘in. 
tercourse ; but [ am sure, in the present 
state of our naval superiority, it cannot 
be alleged ‘that any difficulty can arise in. 
giving complete protection to British 
ships passing between the islands and the 
continent. Whatever might have for- 
merly been apprehended from the navat 
power of our enemies, it canuot now be 
beyond the reach of our. navy to cover 
this important branch of British commerce 
against the depredations of privateers, 
there being rarely an instance of any of 
the enemy’s regular ships of war ventur. 
ing to shew themselves in those seas.’ It 
is only on an assumption that due pro- 
tection cannot be afforded, or that if af. 
forded, merchants cannot be found to 
carry on the intercourse in British ships, 
that any distinction in the. argument can 
be maintained on the fact of war. ° That 
the former cannot now be an impediment 
the noble lord of the head of the navy 
will, | am sure, be the first to admit ; and 
that there are persons of the utmost’ re- 
spectability ready toengage in this trade, 
if they are only assured oi the protection 
of the existing laws, my right hon. friend 
(Mr. Rose), has from their own authorise 
ty been enabled to assert, and was prepare 
ed to prove if all enquiry had not been 
refused. lamthe more anxious to ims 
press on the minds of the house, that in 
truth the question stands at this present 
moment, for the reasons above stated, om — 
the same grounds practically asif we were 

at peace, and that unless they are prepared 

to go the monstrous length which the 

right hon, secretary (Mr. Fox), has 

done, namely to doubt whether the Bri. 

tish colonies can be supplied even in. 
time of peace, not only without a re~ 
laxation of the colonial but of the ravi. 

gation systems: they would do well to 

take their stand here, and require his ma- 

jesty’s ministers and the planters, who 

may, from a confined view of their own 

‘separate interests, be disposed to press 

forward this measure, to make out, which 

they have on former occasions completely 

wiles to do, an adequate case of necessity 
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for such a breach of system, before the 
house will consent thus to Jay the foun- 
dation ofrendering our West India islands 
dependant in peace as well as in war, 
on America for their supplies, and before 
they will proceed thus permanently to 
divest the owners of British shipping of 
the rights long assured to them under the 
existing laws.—But it is said, can any one 
doubt of the necessity of continuing this 
intercourse at least in time of war, after 
the experience we have had of its being 
practised with little interruption, both 
throughout, the last and present wars? 
‘With respect to the commercial and ma- 
ritime principles acted upon in the course 
of the last war, however highly 1 respect 
the authority of those who then directed 
¢s councils, and however generally wise 
A believe them to have been, | certainly 
should deprecate their being considered of 
universal application, or such as ought te 
be acted upon in all cases. Qur commer- 


cial as well as our political relations at 
that time underwent a great’ convulsion ; 
the degree to which all the social relations 
of Europe were then shaken ; the attempts 
that were made to protect the interests 
of those who were attached to the ancient 
governments both of France and Holland, 


oiwithstanding the hostilities we were 
then carrying on against those states: 
the efforts made to introduce our manu- 
factures both into the countries with 
which we were at war, and also into their 
colonies, and the object we had in such a 
gontest to concilitate neutrals by every 
possible forbearance, and every sacrifice 
on our part;.certainly at that period oc- 
easioned, and perhaps justified, great re- 
Jaxation of system. It is not to be won- 
dered at, if, upon perhaps a hasty and 
superficial yiew of the case, new indul- 
gences should at that time, at the instance 
oi the planters, be also granted to the 
colonies, namely, that of rec:iving for 
the first time supplies in American bot- 
toms; but we have abundant grounds to 
warrant us in not considering the prac- 
tices which prevailed in that war, as what 
even those who then advised them deemed 
such as ought to be rendered permanent. 
With respect to our colonies, the corres. 
-pondence since Mr. Pitt’s last return to 
power will prove, that hig unremitting en- 
deayours were directed to restrict the 
intercourse between America and the 
West India islands. within the narrowest 


possible limits: he had sueceeded in ¢on; 
fining the supply to lumber, and cog | 
provisions ; and these only were permitted 
to be brought in under the authority of 
special proclamations to be issued from 
time to time, and to be in force only | 
for a limited period ; but he had determins 
ed steadily to resist in future any compe, | 
tition with the mother country, or 
North American colonies, in either fish 
or salted provisions. He had also lat. | 
terly turned his attention, after the deci | 
sive successes of our fleets had opened | 
‘to us the prospect of being able fully t 
protect our commerce in all parts of the 
world, to an early recurrence to the 
principles of the 28th of the king, and 
would, | have no doubt, if his life had 
been spared, soon have confined whate 
ver intercourse was permitted to take 
place, to British subjects and British 
ships as formerly ; a regulation not mom 
called for in deference to the shipping im 
terest oi Great Britain, than required % 
put an end to that system of smuggling 
into our colonies which now prevails 
au enormous extent, particularly of East 
India goods, and which must continue 
to prevail so long as America ships 
are permitted to trequent our islands« 
That the practice oi the last war is not 
to be considered as conclusive in all cases 
may be further proved from the mortif. 
cations, which the orders in council of 
that period underwent at the commence 
ment of the present war, relative to new 
trals trading to the enemy’s colonies. I 
am the more inclined to advert to this 
point from the conviction I feel, that the 
orders in question yet require to be: very 
considerably further modified and restrict. 
ed. The extent to which our bellige. 
rent rights are now systematically invade 
ed, the facility afforded to the euemy by 
abusing our liberality towards neutral 
powers, to cover his own commerce, and 
to turn his whole maritime strength against 
us in war, and the cruel situation it 
which those employed in the naval service 
of the country are placed, when, by the 
artful and unprincipled practices of net 
tralizing merchants, they are uot only 
deprived of almost all prospect of prise, 
but exposed to be ruined by litigation 
they venture to detain the ships engaged 
in this illicit traffic, makes me peculiarly 
anxious to protest against any conclusive 
inference being drawn in fayour of this or 
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any.other system, merely fromits having 
generally prevailed throughout the period 
of the last war; and I urge this conside. 
ration with the more anxiety on the pre. 
sent. occasion, from the extent to which it 
is understood America is disposed at this 
moment to push her claims on this score, 
in. opposition to the undoubted maritime 
rights of this country. From the harsh 
and unconciliating manner in which she 
apparently has endeavoured to support 
those claims, and from the knowledge we 
have, that this vital question is on the 
poiut of being discussed by his majesty’s 
ministers with the government of the 
United States, than which certainly a 
more important discussion never devolved 
upon any government, we are to hope 
they will conduct it with all the temper 
and friendship, which is due to a state 
with whose prosperity our true interests 
are so inseparable united ; but with that 
resolution and inflexible firmness, with 
which it is their duty to defend rights, 
the maintenance of which is indispensable 
to our preservation as a maritime state, 
whilst America, in pressiug their abandon- 
‘ment, can only plead a commercial in- 
terest of a very subordina‘e kind, un- 
supported by any colour of justice what- 
vever.—If the necessity or expediency of 
this bill cannot then be made out when 
its application is reasoned on in its 
more limited sense, andif its enactment 
in the more enlarged meaning which the 
wording of the bill justifies us in applying 
‘toit, cannot be reconciled with any sound 
view which can be taken either of former 
‘regulations or our general interests, I 
wish to warn the house of the value and 
importance of those principles, which 
this measure in its most comprehensive 
character goes to shake. I am led the 
rather to do so, as I have understood that 
language has been held with respect to 
Our navigation laws, by persons of great 
authority in another place, which fills 
me with considerable alarm. I have heard 
they have been spoken of as laws rather 
Suited to the former situation, than to 
the present circumstances of this country, 
and | cannot but forebode from such sen- 
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timents, explained by such bills, and il- 
lustrated by such practical opinions as 
have been stated by a secretary of state in 
this house, that if there exists not in the 
‘present government a deliberate purpose 


to violate, there at least exists a great in- 


difference to uphold the fundamentak 
principles upon which those ancient laws, 
were founded.—I know it has been the 
fashion in modern times to deny, its re», 
strictions upoa commerce. The econd., 
mists laugh at the notion of compelling 
your commerce to be carried in native. 
shipping, if it can be carried by the shipe 
ping of other states on better tezms. : But 
those who have attentively studied the, 
rise of this nation into greatness and. se» 
curity, will not hesitate to attribute. it,. 
under Providence, to its early and , prom 
vident determmation. to carry forward its. 
means of strength and power,  :with all 
those circumstances of wealth and splene 
dour which must ever. have the eifect, of, 
exciting jealousy and creating enemies. 
It has been the policy of those laws .to 
require our commerce and our marine to 
grow up together. ‘This principle of 
wholesome restraint has caused them to 
rise and flourish together, and they, have 
alternately, as cause and effect, perhaps, 
accelerated each other’s progress. . Ta 
say that no circumstances can ever justify 
a partial and temporary relaxation. of 
those laws would be absurd; but ia prow 
portion as the growth of any marked .dise 
proportion between the trade and. the 
shipping of the country must render an 
adherence to them difficult, and perhaps 
a recurrence to them impossible if once 
fallen into disuse, 1 do. consider .it of 
the first importance to watch with the ute - 
most jealousy,and to mark with thestronge 
est disapprobation, any thing which seems 
to bear so much the appearance of an uns 
necessary, precipitate, wanton, and appa- 
rently systematic infringement of those 
laws as the present measure, does.—The 
house will recollect the efforts made by the 
French government at several periods of 
its history during the monarchy, .to in, 
corporate the principle of our navigation 
laws into their system. The ministers:of 
France perceived to what.cause the .naval 
greatness of Britain wasin fact, assignable ; 
they wished to imitate it, but happily 
they had postponed the attempt too. long. 
Their commerce had long taken, the start 
of their shipping: they could no longer 
make their trade the instrument of forcing 
forward their commercial marine without 
nearly extinguishing the trade itself:. and 
they were obliged, after several fruitless ef- 
forts,wholly to abandon, the attempt, This 


ought to make us cautious how, we trifle 
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with this important system, for purposes 
of small and speculative commerce. If, 
asthére is but too much reason to appre-. 
hend, there is some tendency at present 
in' the shipping of the country fo advance 
less rapidly than our trede; let us avoid 
aggravating this evil. ‘The necessity for 
relaxation of the law on the score of com- 
méreial- convenience must, if this defect in 
our system continues, be increased, whilst 


the danger of yielding them will be aug- 


mented also. Our trade under a mode- 
rate restraint may, and will speedily, re- 
lieve itself by forcing capital into the 
means of its own accommodation; but if 
the want of shipping is once suffered to 
prevail beyond a certain extent,the demand 
can ‘no Jonger without great national 
loss ‘await the supply. ‘The barrier will 
then be thrown down which now protects 
our commercial marme, and from that 
moment America and other countries 
that can build and equip cheaper than we 
do, will possess themselves largely of our 
¢arrying trade ; ship-building in this coun- 
try will cease to be a profitable applica- 
tion’ of capital; our seamen will decline 
m number; and many even of those we 
have will pass, particularly in war, inte 
the service of America.—1 know doubts 
have been entertained whether our shipping 
can be equal in time of war, when so large 
a proportion of our seamen are withdrawn 
from the merchants and employed jn the 
king’s service, to’ accommodate us in 
peace : the trade of the country, | am in. 
clined to think, considering the propor- 
tion of Jandsmen in the navy, and the 
powers of re-production we possess, whilst 
the demand for seamen is kept up, that 
little difficulty will occur in this respect; 
bet! am persuaded our means must always 
beabundant, for at least supplying our 
wh colonial trade in al) its branches, into 

. whith*he foreign ships ought to be admit- 
More than into our coasting trade, 
transport service. Whatever tempo- 
_ vary deficiency there may exist of British 
ahipping, it will adjust itself in the in- 
creased share of the carrying trade other 
nations will for the time enjoy in our 
intercourse with them respectively, as 
authorized by the navigation act itself. 
‘But so far from encouraging imaginary 
cases‘ of exigency, we ought to recollect 
that some degree of pressure is the first 
and most active principle of encouragement 
to the augmentation of our ships and sea- 


men, upon whose concurrent growth with 
our general trade must ultimately depend) 
the station we are to occupy in the’ 
scale of nations.—l cannot omit ‘also! 
observing that the continuance of ‘thig’ 
system of taking our supplies from Ame 
rica without affording to the produce of 
our North American colonies the protec. 
tion even of duties, must not only opes’ 
rate to repress their growth and improves’ 
ment, but must rapidly tend to make our® 
West India islands permanently depen.’ 
dant for these important articles on the’ 
government of the United States, Jn the’ 
absence of all discriminating duties, such 
as our commercial policy has always led 
to the adoption ofat home, between British’ 
and foreign produce, the local situation’ 
ofthe United States must give the Ameri.’ 


cans great advantages in the market of the’ 


West Indies over our more northern fele 
low-subjects, and we accordingly find’ 
whilst the British American  provitices 
were rapidly advanving to a state that 
would have enabled them to supply our 
islands with most of the articles of which 
they stand in need, yet, from want of dué 
encouragement, the quantity actually im.” 
ported from thence since 1792 has latter. 
ly diminished not less than two-thirds, 
Such is the extent and nature of the 
measure Which we are now called upon to’ 


pass without inquiry, in this most excep.’ 
tionable shape. It goes materially to afé 
fect the interests of the ship-owners 
throughout the empire, of the British con. 
tinental colonists, of the fisheries of the 
empire—of Ireland, as largely dependant 
on the provision trade—of various classes 
of British manufacturers, and of the Kast 
India company, all of whom begin serious 
ly to feel the destructive effects of the 
smuggling competition which grows out of 
this intercourse, as against them in the 
West India islands, Yet although the 
ufmost alarm has been expressed by the’ 
parties interested, and they have come for 
ward to the house with petitions desiring 
to be heard, and prepared to disprove thé 
main facts upon which the expediency 
of the bill has been maintained, they have 
been refused, contrary to all precedent,’ 
even a committee above stairs ; though my ~ 
rt. hon. friend (Mr. Rose) pledged himself 
that four days would suffice for bring 
forward all the material information, 
that the progress of the bill need not be 
thereby. delayed. ‘The petitioners under 
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these circumstances thought ititi vain to séat ih his majesty’s’ councils, but that'is- 
r by counsel at the bar, if they were de- | not sufficictit_ to relieve my ‘mind from’ 
nied’ the opportunity ‘of previously esta-'| the anxiety of observing a bill of'this 
blishing their case by evidence ; and they | ture proceed froma person so ‘high in cone 
have now to complain, in addition to the | fidence, entitled to great persoual weight’ 
injurious effects of the measure itself upon | and. respect, ‘and whom ‘we have rea-° 
_ their fortunes, of a very different reception.| son to’ presume entertains sentiments of ' 
from that which persons of their weight'| the description above stated. 1 wish, if’ 
and respectability have ever been former-| ministers do not mean to use this bill’'for’ 
ly accustomed to receive from this house. | the unwise dnd mischievous purposes to’ 
} have little further to addto what 1} which its powers may be applied, that 
have already stated. I cannot, however, they would, at least for the ‘present,’ 
conclude without saying, that any objec-| calm the public apprehensions, by relin- 


= 


e° 

e: tions td the measure now under consider- | quishing it and suffer matters to proceed’ 
h ation are much increased, and indeed my | as they have done-for years, without aay’ 
apprehensions augmented, when advert | inconvenience or danger. It cannot ‘be’ 
hi not only to the time, but to the circum. requisite to enable them to administer a! 


stances under which it has been brought | limited and temporary aid to the islands. 
forward: the proposing to parliament so | If it is meant to’ be pushed further, which’ 
idle and so nugatory. a measure as this | thé'extent of its provisions justifies us int 
indisputably is, if its proposers truly de-'| apprehending, it is a fraud on parliament: 


d scribe it at amoment when we havea point | thus covertly to effect it. ‘Without a more! 
of such great importance to settle with’ visible necessity, so'‘much power ought 
it America, does appear to me, to say the’) notto be surrenderedto his majesty’sminis~ 
if least of it, a great oversight. But I can-'| ters, nor so many great interests be alarms: 


net forget that this bill, or one of similar’| ed' with respect to their nearest conceras. 
import, first made its appearance | certainly cannot justify to myself (vene~ 
ther house of parliament, imniediately’| rating as ‘I’ have been taught to do, the 
after the publication ‘of an ‘Enquiry’| navigation laws of the country) unnecessas 
into the State of the Nation,” a pamphlet | rily’ placing such vital itterests at the 
whichit is understood was circulated un- | meréy- of any government whatever; and 
der the particular countenance and ‘pro. | I: least ‘of all am disposed so to place them, 
tection of the noble lord (lord Holland)’ at the present moment, after the sentiments 
who first brought in'this. bill. “Much of} thit have been expressed, and the “opini~ 
the pamphlet in question is occupied in | ons itis to be presumed are entertained. . 
considering the pénding quéstion with | I trust the house will retain those Jaws 
America, and in councelling’ the‘ unquali- | under ‘its own ‘immediate protection, .as 
fied surrender to that country of every | the source ofour greatness, the surest’pres . 


e§ thing she is supposed to have laid claim to. | servation of our power, and the best buls 
st This, together with a most desponding és- | wark of the British empire. > 

s timate of the power and resources of the} Lord Henry Petty said, the’ noble lord 
he country, concluding with a pretty distinct | complained that ministers had not informed 
of intimation that our only chance of hold- | the house of the nature and object of this 
he ing even a secondary place in the scale of | bill; but he had scarcely provueded 'tova 
he Europe is our concluding an immediate | second sentence before‘he admitted. that'd 
hé? peace. with France on the best terms we | right. hon.: friend of his (Mr:-Fox) had 
wt? can, are the only two practical conclusi- | disclosed the grounds and principles’ of 
ng ons to be found in a work of some talent, | that measure. The truth was, that his 
he which is principally engrossed in a ‘general | right. hon friend’ had- opened the ‘subject 
cy misstatement of the measires, and conse. | so completely, as was often his’ practices 
¥é quently of the conduct of the former go- | as to render little farther explanation 
it,” vernment. If such is to be taken as in any | necessary, The bill proposed «by Mri 
ny degree the standard of the noble lord’s own | Pitt in 1783, on the intercourse with 
elf Opinions, and if it is in the spirit of such | America, was much more directly opposs 
7 doctrine, that he was induced to offer this | ed to the navigation law than the presenty 
ae bill to parliament, those who differ with | so that if this be absurd, novely and mons 
be him in sentiment have ample grounds | strous, it at least’ must be -much less ‘abe 
ree for apprehension at the present moment. | surd, novel, and monstrous, ‘than’ that 


The noble lord does not certainly hald a | which was sepported by that rt. ban, gan¢ 
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The fact, was, that the ship-owners were 
not prejudiced but benefited by this act, 
as the power was transferred from a situa- 
tion in, which they had no interest, and 
where they could not be heard, to a place 
where they were notonly heard with pa- 
tience, but listened to with pleasure, If 
the bill had been precisely the reverse, the 
objection would not have been at all sur. 
prising ; but in the present circumstances 
the opposition from that quarter was most 
unreasonable and extraordinary. ,Then 
it was said the power should not he en. 
trusted to the privy council. What was 
there peculiar in this case? Could the 
privy council exercise no sound discretion 
upon it? Was not nearly the same sort 
of power given to this body under the 34th 
of the king; and was not. precisely the 
same authoriy concededin the 35th of this 
reign? Whence then all this parade of 
innovation? On what did the naval su- 
periority of the country essentially de- 
pend? On the prosperity of the West India 
islands. . This plan was most conducive to 
their advantage, and therefore, must con- 
tribute to support that maritime strength, 
which could not be too highly estimated, 
and could not be too zealously maintain. 
ed. Then it was objected that a secret, 
would be discovered by America, that 
the existence of our colonies depended: 
on her aid. It was no secretithat the as- 
sistance of America was useful to our co- 
lonies .after thirteen years experience 
afforded to that continent; and if promoting 
this intercourse could receive from America 
. any conciliatory construction, this was not 
an objection, but a motive for the bill. 

- The Master of the Rolls rose and. spoke 
as follows :—One of the observations of 
the noble lord (Petty) who spoke last, is 
the most extraordinary I ever knew to be 
used in a debate, namely, that what bas 
passed, on former occasions, has render. 


'. edunnecessary all argument in support 


of this bill, and, as he thinks, has rendered 
unavailing all arguments againstit. Ob- 
jections haveindeed, he says, been urged, 
which might have had-some force, but a 
satisfactory explanation has been given 
to them, and these the noble lord bas left 
untouched. In his very outset, the noble 
lord has Jeft untouched.one-half of the are. 
_. gument- urged against him, by which 
he has left untouched one-half of his 
own bill, -All the argument against 
one whole clause has entirely escaped 
the noble lord’s observation, and he 


proceeded . just as if the provisions. of, 

that clause, where, not in. the. bill at all, 
Sir, when I compare the, very limited 
purpose which the bill, proiesses on. the 
face of its preamble, with the extensiyg 
powers which the bill creates, I am, utter. 
ly at aloss to guess at the object of ity, 
framers. “It would be an afiront to. their 
understanding to say they had no object, 
and yet to say that the granting such, 
power toany, government is proper, jig 
what Iam not. prepared to do, and what I 
am sure the noble lord has uot enabled me. 
to do, and what, therefore, | cannot,cong, 
sent todo, Sir, the bill professes, in its 
preamble, to be intended, and states. itself 
to be calculated, to meet a necessity of 
the most limited kind; and the noble long 
has said that the only object of the bill, 
is to do that, legally which has been for 
years found indlispensably necessary to be 
done in violation of thelaw : such is siated 
both in the preamble of the bill, aud by 
the noble Jord’s explanation of it.;, but 
what does: the. bill, do?, By a force and 
conciseness. beyond all example, ,it 
strikes out of your statute books, or,re 
duces to a dead letter, all the. body 
of the laws of this realm made foc the sup. 
port of our navigation, the rule of ow 
colonial system, and every thing that de 
pends on both ; this is,said to, be the effect 
of necessity, [s this a proved necessity 
or only an alleged necessity ? when did 
this necessity grow up? what is.the ex 
tent of it 2? Lt must have been of a very li, 
mited kind for these two months; for the 
secretary of state’s letter is dated so far 
back-.as April last, by which it appears 
‘that he felt no other necessity than that 
the West India colonies should. be supplie 
ed with lumber, and with a few but.not 
with all, axticles of provision ; and that 
those who do supply the colonics with, thig 
lumber, and with these few articl.s of 
vision, shall be allowed to caury away. with 
them rum and molasses. ; that is ali ine ne 
cessity which exists.in the month of, April; 
butin the month of May following, that 
is, in one month, it is aoconal that 
there is a necessity for transferring irq@ 
parliament all the controul it ever,had 
over this important. subject, and from. ths 
colonial government, all tae. discretion 
it ever had, and of vesting im the handsot 
his majesty’s. minis ers, an entire, aba 
lute, and uncontroulab.e, power to 
their discretion over the whole. body, of the 


Hpavigation laws of this realm, as 
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those laws depend upon your colo- 
> ae, Now, will the noble lord 
tell me that he is arguing the merits: of 
this bill whom he leaves entirely -unan- 
swered:all that has been said on the other 
side with respect to this colonial system 
‘andthe navigation laws? Why, sir, to say 
that these discussions are not relevant, 
which apply to the very subject of the bill 
itself,shews the truth of what has been said 
on the other side that the noble lord himself 
js not in the secret of the real meaning and 
true object of this bill; or, that it contains 


_ gineaning, and has an object, which the 


noble Jord does not think fit to-disciose 
to; parliament, and here I take leave to 
ask when a measure is presented to parli- 
ament under a false character and descrip. 
fion, is it not fair to infer, that under its 
true character and description it would 
not be endured? But it is said, in sup- 
port of this bill, that the power which has 
hitherto been entrusted to the governors 
of the islands is now to be transferred to 
the privy council. Supposing it did no 
more than that, and that the power so to 
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be transferred to the privy council was to 
beconfined in its exercise to the objects 
specified in the secretary of state’s letter, 
that is, that the whole power was to be 
confined to lumber, and the few articles 
tobe imported into the colonies, and 
therum and molasses to be carried out of 
them 3 then there would not be much ob- 
jection to it; but that is nothing like the 
extent of the power to be given by this 
bill; for, by this bill, the power is'‘without 
limit as it regards the regulation of the 
whole of your colonial system, and the 
whole of your navigation laws. And when 


_ did parliament ever give this power before? 


did it ever give it, or any thing like it, to 
the governors of the islands 

has trom year to ycar passed acts of indem- 
nity for what they did, and this is stated to 
be like the case of the king’s prerogative 
to pardon a criminal. Certainly, the royal 
prerogative extends to the pardcn of acri- 
tinal for an offence, and a valuable prero- 
gative it is, when judiciously exercised; 
‘and I have no doubt, that these acts of 
‘indemnity, like the royal prerogative, have 
‘deena judicious exercise of discretion ; 
but did we ever hear of any prerogative 
‘thatempowered any body before hand to 
commit an offence? The power which 
parliament gave to the governors of the 
West Indies, parliament expected to be di-- 
exercised, confined to cases of ab- 


1 know it 


solute necessity, and that they would al. 
low of none of those importations into tlie 


colonies by strangers, except in cases of 
clear necessity. ‘There is'no instance of 
any bill of indemnity passing or of being 
asked for-upon any other foundation, Par- 
liament never meant to grant any indemnity 
on any other conditions, nor is ittoo much 


to assume that pasliament never woald have 


granted any indemnity on any other condi- 
tion; for,in every act of indemnity thatever 

on this subject, it is stated, that, 
‘it was necessary for the governors of the 
islands, to allow the importation of lambér 
and provisions; and that those who impéft. 
ed them should be allowed to take away 
certain articles of colonial prodace in ree 
turn for the same;” that is the limit. 
ed description which you have given them, 
and the power is only given to the go- 
vernors in @ case of absolute necesssity ; 
but here it is provided that yon shall give 
the power fo the privy council absolutely, 
and in the fisrt instance. Now I would 
say, before | gaveit any where: before 
1 would say where the power shoulil 
lodge, I would enquire whether it be 
necessary to lodge it any where; and 
1 would ask this house whether it be a 
matter of course to give this power; I 
say, a matter of course, to give the privy 
council a power of suspending any law 
without laying the foundation of the ne- 
cessity of it upon’a previous inquiry into 
the matter. ‘There may be a case of pub- 
lic notoriety on which parliament would 
act without a previous inquiry, but that 
is not this case; there may be such a case 
as that which occurred in 1784, in which 
a@ previous inquiry may be unnecessary by 
the notoriety of the necessity; but that 
is not like the present case. How dol 
know whether there has been lately, is 
now, or may hereafter be, at any time 
given, a competent supply for the British 
colonies by British ships, from G. Britain, 
or from the British colonies in North 
America by British ships? How do I 
know what the state of the trade at 
home is? How do | know what state 
the British colonies of North America are 
in? How do | know what the state of 
British tonnage is at this mqment? How 
do | know what state it is likely to be in 
some given time hence? What do I 


know of the state in which British trade is 
without inquiry? Will the advocates for 
this bill say that inquiry is nothing, at & 


moment when it is most manifest, that 


| 
| 
| 
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without inquiry every. thing: else>is worse, 


.thaa nothing? Will they give us 4state. 
\ment-of facts of theirown framing, and 
«which. ought to: be made the»subject of 
inquiry, when that statement is disputed? 
and yet they deny that, enquiry, to those 
who offer to prove the truth of acontrary 
Statement, and that, at the very time, 
- when they themselves are shewing the ne- 
. cessity of Jaying a ground for parliamen- 
tary investigation: Sir, I distrust ex- 
tremely all general arguments in this case ; 
and, indeed, almost all general arguments 


_ ~when they are made to apply to particu- 


Jar cases: nothing is more easy than to 
-adapt a statement of facts of your own 


making to general principles, and to ap- 


ply. general arguments to that statement; 
and, therefore, 1 distrust all general, ar- 
guments when applied to. this case; and 
for this reason, because [ remember that 
the very same arguments, and the very 
‘Same answers were made, word for word, 
for this trade, as now contended for, in 
.time of peace, that are now made in time 
of war. There is not one syllable said 
this day in time of war, that was not ad- 
vanced in the year 1784, to shew that the 
opening of this trade was necessary ; that 
is tosay, that it is as necessary in time 
of peace as in war time; a proposi- 
tion which ministers, whatever they may 
wish, have not yet thought fit to go the 
Jength of contending; but their argu- 
‘ments, and so must all general arguments, 
‘go that length... The very language of the 
-hon. baronet is to be found in the answer 


which was made in the year 1784: the | 


noble lord and the hon, baronet have said, 
.they thought it extraordinary that British 
shipping could be capable of carrying on 
this traffic, under all the circumstances of 
this trade; so it was said in, as many 
-words in the year 1784, that the trade for 
the supply of your colonies cannot be car- 
Tied on, by,reason of the circuitous voy- 
age which the British ships are obliged to 
take; and that you areat once obliged to 
come to the direct American trade in Ame- 
rican ships. But my noble friend. over 
the way, (lord Castlereagh) stated the 
“ground of what was offered to be donein 
1784, and.ot the non-application of it to 
this, case; when the necessity of the 
mneasure|then attempted appeared upon 
the very face of it ; there was therefore, no 
mecessity for enquiry into the particular 
facts on which the measure was founded ; 
it grew out. of the situation, the. particu. 


Jar situation, in which things were placeg 
‘by ‘thé American’ ‘revolution; and. thig 
shows the impropriety of the application 
of the argument of the noble lord who 
spoke last; who réferred, by way: of 
justification of the present measuie, 
which he proposes for the adoption of 
parliament, to another measure which had 
been proposed, indeed, and offered too; 
but which had been rejected by paflia: 
ment; (alluding to the draft of a bill pen. 
ned by Mr. Pitt, which had been referred 


to by lord H. Petty, and partly quoted — 


by him ;) and that measure was support. 
ed by much the same arguments as the 
present is attempted to be supported; ] 
Say attempted, becayse now the futility 
of the system is exposed. It was then 
said, ‘¢ there is no danger from this; le 
America remain on the footing on which 
it stands; let its trade go on in its old chan. 
nel; it will find its level, and can never 
hurt us.” Why, sir, this was all vi 

plausible general reasoning, but had no 
specific application to the plain matter of 
fact of the. case; because, it was well 
known, that it would injure the tradeof 
this country, and, with that sense of itia 
the opinion of those who were best qualis 
fied to form one,the proposed measure was 
a bad one, it was opposed by the genes 
ral, and almost unanimous voice. ofthe 
country; and for that very good reason, 
no attempt was made to carry it into x 
ecution. So far from it, that the very first 
measure which the privy council adopt. 
ed, was a measure of restraint to prohibit 
it, and they then expressed their opinion, 
upon deliberation, to be, that this wasa 
plan which it would be unwise to adopt, 
or rather that it was a measure in which 
it was wise to depart from its adoption; 
and it was held still further, that if any 


thing was brought from America to us, of 
-taken from us to America, it should ne 


ver be done but through the medium of 
British ships. So munch for the similarity 
of circumstances in the two cases; in one 
of which there was much emergency,and if 
the other, none; in one of whieh all 
the circumstances were owing to a revds 
lution in the affairs of a state; in the 


other, all the circumstances arise out 


of an established course of things; and 
gentlemen do not even contend there is 
any emergency in them; yet, even wi 

all these arguments for the proposed mea 


sure in the former case it was rejected; 


and now, without any, it is proposed for 


| | 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
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our adoption. But gentlemen contend, it 
_jpneediess to examine, or even to dispute, 
the necessity of this measure; because it 
is known, they contend it is known, 
ey contend it exists beyond dispute ; 
that the facts .are so plain, it is idle to 
dispute their existence ; and that nothing 
can be a —— but the provisions of the 
present bill. Hence, they say, arises the 
necessity. ‘The facts, however, on which 
thisnecessity is founded, they do not give us 
how, they either do, or they do not, know. 

If they 
do know of the existence of this necessity, 
they can convey it to parliament: and if 
they.can, they. onght to convey it to par- 
liament, -Itis their duty to convey it to 
parliament, to justify the adoption of a 
measure so repugnant to our established 
Jaws. . If they have no knowledge of this 
fecéssity;, we are legislating in the dark ; 
because they ask us to. do se, and that 
against every principle of policy by which 
this country has. been guided, and by 
which it has hitherto so signally prosper. 
ed.’ Now, sir, under these impressions, 


Beould say, that instead of pursuing the 
_ system recommended. by the noble lord, 


weought to call on him, and these who, 
with him, are the friends of this bill, to 
point out to us the instances in which this 
house has. sanctioned, or even counte- 
hanced: a departtire from the navigation 
laws.» Sir, it has hitherto been the policy 
‘of this country to, regard with jealousy 
every proposition, to effect, to, re- 
quire a reason for any measure that, has 
that aspect; and, to ‘regard every mea, 
sure with distrust, if ,it' has that appa- 
reubtendency. But the friends of this, bill 
fakea:course directly, the contrary.; they 
take up the navigation Jaws. as a. hostile 


" system, and if they can find any: measure 


in our legislative history, which they: think 
hasrany tendency to oppose it,, they con- 
sider it as a matter .of. useful discovery, 
and ‘exult in it asa matter of triumph, 
as ifan attack on the navigation laws was 
not only perfectly fairs, but even lauda. 
ble... They think they have made a. valu. 
able discovery, if they find outa prece- 
dentifor an attack upon. the, navigation 
laws; and.so far do, they carry the-spirit 
of hostility into. action, that if they do 


but find an instance. in our parliamentary. 


history of a temporary infringement on the 

havigation laws, they insist upon it, asa 

Proof of their right to pursuc_@ measure 
Vou, Vil, 


to have them entirely destroyed!” 
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for their permanent suspension, which ig: 
but another word for. their total. destruc.. 
tion. They find a case’ which has novre. 
semblance in its circumstances to the pre.’ 
sent, but no matter how dissimilar, :itis: 
an instance in which the navigation laws 
have been interrupted in their course, and’ 
therefore they tell us, ‘* we ought! tobe 
allowed to pursue it asa. precedent,’ bew 
cause the navigation laws.are of a nature 
so odious, 1 suppose that it is our interest 
Bat: 
it seems there is a great concern and come. 
punction felt by the governors of the West: 
India islands, on account of the violation’ 
of their oaths, in the instances wherein: 
they are called upon to consent. to. thé 

suspension of the navigation laws; that: 
they are sworn ‘to preserve all the laws: of: 
the realm inviolate; that.a suspensionvof: 
the laws is a violation of the laws ; aud that’ 
a violation of the laws is a violation of their: 
oaths. Now,,sir, this: may be very 
dable morality, in the supporters of this’ 
bill; but I cannot help. observing, : that’ 
this tenderness for the consciences of the: 
governors of the West India istands is.a@lit.: 
tle whimsical, considering how they were 
treated on former occasions. When. the 
colonial governors dispensed with the na>: 
vigation laws, in cases of absolute neces. 
sity, and parliament never gave them an 
indemnity for; any other, they were not: 
told of this point of conscience, if the/act' 
is \blameable,;,, But. how does the right: 
hon, secretary, of state treat. them by the 
instructions \contained in his) letter? He 
tells the governors of the islands, it is not 
necessity which 1 regard; it is not 
your consciences I.regard: I regard. 
nothing. but what appears to me to 
be\convenient ; and I will shew you, that 
what you thought was an excuse as @ 
matter of necessity. shall be continued asa 
matter of convenience ; and yow shall’suss 
pend the law, however your consciences 
may be allected by it, ow account of, the 
necessity of doing it, net only during war; 
in which it may possibly be thought ne- 
cessary; but until 6 months shall have 
elapsed after shall have directed: notice 
to be given of the discontinuance of the — 
practice. Now, whatare the governors to 
do all this time, after the necessity, which 

alone is said to be the excuses has ceased ? 
They are to continue .in . the~ uniform 
practice of the violation of the law; and 


to. the argument of gantley 


| 
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| 
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men on the other side, violate their oaths 
in obedience to the order of the secretary 
of state: And>the secretary of state, in 
the plenitude of his power, grants to the 
governors of the islands an mdulgence to 
commit that very sin which ‘the friends of 
this bill so’ much deplore ; and not onl 
does he grant this indulgence to:commit 
sin, but hegives them an encouragement ; 
Ray, still more, he commands ‘them to 
commit isin, and: yet these: are the gentle. 
men who now turn up their eyes td 
Heaven, and deprecate the ‘evil ‘of gover- 
nors being placed under the former system, 
jn.a situation in which they were made 
immorally: to: tamper’ with their ouths.—+ 
with regard tothe qhestion, how 
far it is necéssary to lodge the power which 
this bill gives any where,” ‘(which is not 
Proved,) Lam of opinion, that, supposing 
it necessary to lodge it any where, 


itiwould: be: ‘better’ to “lodge it with the 


‘than any’ where clse. 
e no difficulty: in saying, ‘that if it must 
he givento-any: body, 1 had much ‘rather 
it were given tothe privy council ‘than to 
the ‘governors of the West India islands ; 
because opinion;thatthe privy cou- 
cil! could, and would‘exercise, such a pow- 
er more :discreetly:than the’ governors of 
the islands could ; or perhaps | should say; 
that the privy council would'make @ more 
discreet use of their power than any other 
body of men would, supposing them to be 
equal te.othets ‘in ‘information ‘upon ‘the 
facts on which their powér was to operate. 
But I doubt the somone of ‘their being 
able to possess that‘knowledge which will 
be requisite for the:due Hischarge of the 
functions!with which this ‘itl isto invest 
them; the-question ‘is question 
of dry, ‘abstract conipetency, inthe privy 
gouncil, to do ‘justice ‘to ‘any trust ‘that 
may be reposed in them upon'‘that rione 
of us'can entertain any doubt’; but ‘inless 
you place them im °situation‘in which their 
eompetency may come itito action, that 
competency canbe ‘of'no to them, ‘or 
to. the publics ‘not know whether 
they. can'-do' more than Jord Camden 
did, whose ‘instructions ‘to ‘the governors 
of the islands have been sv often alluded to 
the disenssions which have taken place 
this subject; and here itis observable; 
that whateyer power you may give’ to'the 

ivy coundil, whatever responsibitity, you 

ay attach to ‘the: privy:eouncil; however 


the governors ; however you may affect to 
take away their discretion. ; it is most mag 


nifest that they must act on their discretion, 


while they have any power to actatallg | 
for’ ‘this Bint will not alter the necessity — 
wnhder which they are.to act. They must 
after all the instructions which you may 
give to them from hence, act according: to 
their discretion upon. the circumstances of 
the case, as circumstances may arise; and 
ou must indemnify them too, just as you 
did ‘before this bill was thought of ;, and 


| for the same reason you always did. it, bes 


mpossible to-avoid it., Thishhas 


been verified by the fact.; for when power 


wasiin the hands of the privy council, to 


-regulate'the whole. of trade betweeti 


Ameriva and ‘the West India colonies; 
when it: was infinitely important that the 
privy cotiicil'should exercise their authos 


rity; and when they idid exercise their 


authority, an act of parliament passed fot 


the purpose; when ‘the directions of the 


privy council were sent to the governors 
of the West Indies ; when that: power, ‘se 


given to ‘the privy council, and» by them 


delegated, necessarity and unavoidably:de 
legated to‘the governors of the West lndia 
islands’; and that power, so delegated, was 


abused by some of those governors still the 


powerwas not taken away, but ‘left with 
those same govertors, even although it was 
abused by them—why? Because parliament 
knew it wasiinpossible to take itaway. But 
now, instead of allowing the governors to 
act upon their ‘own conviction, you are 
going to order ‘them what they are to 
do ‘beforehand, when you may not pos 
séss the information requisite for the pur 
pose ;.and when, after all your directions © 
are given, ‘they must, in. many: cases, 
least, act upon’ their own discretion; even 
though it should be contrary to the orders 
of ‘the privy ‘council, I should say, ‘that 
if this ‘bill were passed, and the privy coun, 
'were acting under jts authority, there 


might be eircumétanees in which ‘it was 


wot the duty ‘of parliament to institute 


afl enquiry on that account ; “becanst 


although’ the power may have been granted 
by the fegislature, ‘yet ‘a question-imight 
drise upon the proptiety of its continuance 
—and question’ t ‘arise, avhethor 


the diséretion should be left‘with the privy 


eouricil or with the governors ?--Suppositg 
that the tegislature did not takepaine’to 
make a properinguiry in the first instartee, 

180 


it-in the second. I have ‘heard of such a 


thing asa pdssibility of the legislature 


paving conducted itself improperly ; but 


ify after having done so, we were to say, 


sthat ‘the thing should never be altered, 
because of the reverence we all ought to 


have for the legislature, that would be 
_ equivalent to saying, that if the legislature 


has once conducted itself imprudgntly, it 
-must conduct itself imprudently to the end 
-of tine. Now let us suppose, instead of 
this being’ a bill about to be passed into a 
Jaw, it had been alaw ; that instead of our 
having to consider whether we shall make 
thislaw, we were considering a lawalready 
made; and the greatness of the shipping 
nterest of this country were to come for. 
sward, and to complain te parliament of 
the destructive effect of the act of parlia. 
ment, would you refuse to hear the com- 
_plaint? would you think it a fair or even 
sasensible answer to say, We have 
‘lowed: the practice prescribed by this act 
now for 13 years—you tell us that you 
are competent to the ample supply of the 
‘West ludia colonies—yoa tell us, that the 
great intorest of. the empire requires that 
youshould have the exclusive right of fur. 
mishing these supplies; that the naviga- 
-tion requires it; that without it the coun- 
try will decay in strength, and. dwindle 
into weakiess, and finally be ruined?” 
Would you, say, think it a sensible an-. 
Swer to say, ‘* Inasmuch as we have 
done this tor 13 years, we will go on?” 
Do you conceive that these consecutive 
acts would be an excuse for their own 
‘continuance, and release you from the 
duty of entering into an inquiry on the 
subject when these matters are stated to 
you? Is it too much to say, that you 
ought to inquire whether, and to see 
whether; the public interest does, or does 
not, really demand a change of such @ 
system? 1 apprehend, Sir, that in such a 
case, even if we had an act of parliament 
under which we had thus acted for 13 years, 
it-would .be.the duty of parliament to in- 
stitute the proposed inquiry; and if so, 
how much more is it the duty of this 
house, to institute an inquiry into the 
propriety of a mere practice, which is not 
4 Jaw, before you sanction the practice 
dy Jaw —and that is all which the shipping 
interest ask of you. They do not desire 
you. to say, that this measure is not neces- 
wary, or that it ought not, under any cir. 


_ gumstances, to be adopted; they only 
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desire you not to adopt it-without ascere 
taining that it is necessary. Upon this praca 
tice the noble lord’s argument is, that pare 
liament ought .te declare, ‘immediately, 
that the power cannot but be necessary 
in time of war. I am afraid it wonld turn 
out upon inquiry, to.be necessary todo 
something of this description in time of 
war; bat of. this I am quite sure, parliae 
ment ought not todeliver. that opinion, 
without hearing these who are of another. 
1 am not calling on you to say, that this 
practice of 13 years, on whieh you rely 
so much, is not necessary to be continue 
ed; Iam not saying that it is not absd. 
lutely necessary, that an intercourse should 
subsist between our. West India- colonies 
and America,..and that that intercourse 
should take place through the medium of 
American shipping; but saying, 
that I do really think it. is extremely-ime 
portant to ascertain, whether it is necese 
sary or not.;.and supposing it-was totally 
unnecessary, L have no ntore wish than the 
noble lord has, to say any thing that may 
savour of au illiberal spirit with regard to” 
America. _ Far be it from me to say any 
thing by which any commercial jealousies 
should prevent you from enjoying those 
advantages which may arise from good 
amity with America, .and that you should 
not relax, for your own conveniencey 
your own laws. . Let America profit as 
much as she may, by ariy system which 
we adopt, while that system is serviceable 
to ourselves ; .or, still, more, let Amefica 
profit as much as.she may, by our adopt. 
ing thit which qur own interest requires. 
But while 1. say this, I cannot shut my 
eyes to the principle on which America 
proceeds in a sort of discussion, by which 
she appears not to rely on the force of 
reason, neither does she refer to the last 
resort of nations to enforce their 
the thunder of cannon. But ‘slie says,’ 
‘¢ that she can make a commercial wat 
upon you.” is one of the propositions 
which are most current in America *¢ that; 
by shutting up her ports, and by deny- 
ing her produce to our colonies in the’ 
Vest Indies, she can reduce G. Britain 
to her own terms.” That is the favourite 
topic in America, “Why then, I woul 
say, that J would not put myself more’in’ 
her power. I would not become more des 
pendant .om her than I could help. Now, 
every body must admit, that this bill, and. 


especially the arguments by which it is sup- 
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ported, make us very dependant upon her 5 


because they both proceed on the proba- 
bility that wearein her power with respect 
to the very existence of our West India co- 
lonies ; and if you proceed on a recognition 
of that principle, every day your inability 
will increase; because, in proportion as 
America gets hold of this trade, in the same 
proportion eauctly your North American 
colonies are excluded from it, for it is quite 
impossible for your North American colo- 
nies to come in competition with America 
in trading to the West Indiacolonies. You 
are informed, by papers on your table, 
that the ability of your North American 
colonies will decrease, day after day, and 
that of America will increase in exact pro- 
portion to it; and therefore you see, in 
this particular, as your power is decreasing 
in out North American colonies, your 
dependance on America is becoming great- 
er. But satisfy yourselves first of the ex- 
istence of the necessity ; and do not let us, 
by; argument and presumption, without 
proof, put ourselves under America, and at 
* ber mercy, and in the state in which we are 
to be told, as, in the year 1784, that we 
-could not do without America, It may 
be said, and we are to argue upon it, that 
this measure is not to touch any negotiation 
upon which public rumours are on foot, 
' but we must act as: if there had been no 
such thing; 1 say that if you go on with 
this trade, the British colonial system will 
come to av end altogether; you will be 
disabled from carrying it on, because in 
time the whole of the British shipping will 
have vanished ; for in time of peace even, 
ships.cannot be restored. In the first place. 
it will take a course of years to bring you 
into the situation in which you were ; for 
that reason, you should enter into an en- 
quiry, that- you may ascertain what you 
now have left, and what you are in posses. 
sion of : for, under this system, every hour 
your situation grows worse, and more and 
moredifiicult. This is not like the operation 
which the war has upon your seamen; for 
when: the war terminates, by the provision 
of the navigation acts, you have your sea- 
men again ; provided you have your ship- 
8, all is well, your trade will go on. 
or, under the navigation acts, you per- 
mit. only a given proportion of foreign sea- 
men to navigate your ships, even in time of 
war; and so when the war ceases, there 
your ships are, and you have your men to 
navigate them; you do not, in any case, 


even in time of war, permit your ships ty 
be entirely manned by foreigners ;:yoy 
being by your navigation iaws bound t 
continue and keep up the proportion of | 
British seamen on board them. But what | 
will you say to the operation of the system | 
of this bill which tends to annihilate the 
British shipping? for, under this system, 
every ship that is used up is so much dead | 
loss, which can never be repaired ; as not | 
another will be built to supply it. What 
motive can there be to do so when thereig 
no employment for it?> ‘This is like living 
on your capital instead of subsisting upon 
the produce of it; for there cau be no fresh 
produce to supply the deficiency as it arises; 
you render it impossible to renew your | 
shipping. Nor is this all. Although this 
is enough to bring on your inevitable ruig, 
should the war continue, but it works mon 
rapidly towards your destruction in am | 
other way ; for not only does it prevent | 
your seamen from being reared up,» by 
taking away the source of their futureem, 
ployment; but it creates an immediate drain 
upon those you have already ; because, by 
enlarging the scope of the American ship. 
ping trade, you enlarge her demand for sea. 
men,and by this system A merica is already so 
over-grown in the shipping trade, that her 
own seamen, fast as she is rearing them, are 
by no means equal to her wants; and the ma 
tural effect of that is,that she will take away 
yours ; and the trath of this the hon, baro. 
net (sir W. Young) who spoke from under 
the gallery in support of this measure, ad. 
mits he bas told you, in as many words, 
that a great many British seamen are daily 
bought up by America in open markets, 
so that you are not to suppose that the 
evils of this system will cease with the war 
Therefore, arguing this bill wpon the sup. 
position of the noble lord, that it only is to 
reserve to the privy council the power 
which has hitherto been given to: the gos 
vernors of the West India islands ; I say, 
since the etiects of it aresuch as J have stat. 
ed, you ought not even to do that with 
out enquiry. But when we come to look at 
the true description of this measure, itis 
utterly impossible that a British parlias 
ment can be any party to it in its present 
state. Cana British parliament be recon~ 
ciled to this act, the result of which is to 
take away all the British shipping, and 
with it all the British seamen, for the one 
follows thevother, and both are absolutely 
inevitable, supposing the war to’be of long | 
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-gontinuance? Ishould like to hear any man 
‘argue this point. Iwas very anxious to hear 
what the noble lord had to say upon this 
part of the subject; and, says the noble 
Jord, the Americans are not blind enough 
-not to know that your colonial system is 
an artificial system, an artificial and a con- 
strained system. [No! no! no! from lord 
Hi. Petry. | I should be very happy to be 
satisfied that I have mistaken the meaning 
-of the noble lord, but, I certainly did un- 
derstand him to say, that the Americans 
-well knew our colonial system to be an 
artificial and constrained system. It would 
be very gratifying, undoubtedly, to me to 
suppose, or rather to be satisfied, that the 
noble lord’s meaning, as conveyed, or in- 
tended to be conveyed, by his words, did 
not give any degree of countenance to the 
-provisions of this bill, as far as it has the 
efiect of promoting that impression; and: 
A should be glad the forms of debate could 
-atford to me the satisfaction of hearing the 
noble lord, at once disavow that sen- 
timent. But that, I must be content. 
to wait for, in its turn, according to the 
rules which, for general convenience, are 
‘made to govern our debates. If the noble 
lord did mean that er any thing like it, 
then I say we must be content to surren- 


- der the whole of our navigation laws, and 
doa great-deal more than. this bill pro. 


fesses to do; for, after this bill passes, the 
‘West India colonies aré no more ours than 
‘they are the colonies of North America. 
I will venture to say, not one half so 
-much, except that of the burthen of them ; 


_ all the profits of-them will go to America, 
“and the burthens and disadvantages of 
~ them will, alone, remain to us. For there 
are disadvantages, and very great disad- 


‘vantages, in all cases to a mother ceuntry 
from her colonies, and those belong to 
ours in the West Indies. It is always a 
question of balance between the advan. 
tages and disadvantages of a colony, on 
which depends -the policy whether you 
part from it or retain it; for we are oblig- 
ed to defend it in time of war, and we are 
under the necessity of affording a great 


. and expensive forcefor that purpose; nay, 


in some cases, ‘we are obliged not only to 
carry on, ‘but. to commence war, on 
account of our colonies, and it is 
historically correct, that many of our | 
‘wars have’ been on their ‘account, 
Many ‘of! onr'wars, I say, are’ that 
description, nor is this the only incom 
venience we ‘suffer on atcount ‘of ‘our 


‘colonies; for it has been a principle of our 
| policy,to impose restraint on ourselves, for 
the purpose of giving our colonies an ad- 
vantage in our markets over the produce 
-of other countries; and we have often 
been obliged, indeed, we are in the daily 
habit of obliging, our own people to pay 
dearer for the articles of our colonies. than 
we can buy them for of other countries. 
Why? because we have advantages from 
them which we cannot claim from those 
countries who are not dependant upon 
and the advantages, upon a view of all the 
circumstances, are greater than the disad. 
vantages. But what does this bill do? It 
proposes to give up all the trade, and all 
the benefit of the colonies, to America, and 
that we shall keep the expences and the 
burthen of them, 1 will ask his majesty’s 
ministers whether, after the passing of 
this bill, there will be any security that 
one dunce of colonial produce wilh ever 
again comeinto G. Britain? Suppose the 
Americans, who, by this bill, are empow- 
ered to carry your colonial produce where 
they please, should choose to carry your 
colenial produce to all the markets of Ku- 
rope (for that, most undoubtedly, they 
may do, under the provisions of this bill,) 
not one hogshead of the sugar of your 
colonies would come intyv this country. 
You may thus lose, at once, allthe ad. 
vantages, while you retain all the inconve. 
niencies of our colonial system. You are 
obliged to burthen your people with very 
heavy duties,for the purpose of supporting 
this colonial produce, and you are now 
giving up the advantages of that produca 
to America: you are now giving to Ame. 
rica more than if you were about to enter 
into a treaty, to cede to her the whole of 
your colonies for ever; for, in: that case, 
yeu would say to her, Since you must 
have the colonies to -yourselves you must 
take the burthen of them as well as the 
advantages ; but, instead: of that, we give 
to America the cheice, at least, of takiug 
all the advantages, without their being 
able to one of the burthens of the West 
India colonies. - But the hon. baronet (sir 
W. Young) was -pleased to. state, that it 
was wise to repeal your navigation Jaws 
in’ part, for the sake of restoring youn 
‘commerce. ‘I will ‘not argue the general 
proposition of what: is of..a Superioz, or 
‘what of ‘a. subordinate) or) secondary, 
sential -to the suppert,ef! ;the:imatian, 


atid, ‘consequentl yy to : 
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and whether, without conimerce, we 
‘could support the state, or could have 
navy: these are general 
cwhich, as I have said already, I have no 
gnclination to dispute; for; I always dis- 
trust them inargument, because I am never 
_ sure that they apply to the case in discus- 
sion. ‘The general proposition ef the hon. 
_ baronet therefore, that the protection of 
trade is essential to the welfare of the em- 
/pire, I do not dispute ; but the question is 
this—is the bill now before us of that de- 
scription which will tend to the protection 
f.trade in the manner which the hon. ba- 
onet supposes? Of what use is it that we 
should hear stated and -established these 
general propositions which are true in all 
cases, unless the measure now before us 
falls within their policy? I may, on the 
. other hand, with as much truth say, and 
insist upon it, as a counter-proposition, 
that just in proportion as you surrender 
your navigation you surrender your com- 
merce. But the question is, whether: the 
case, as it arises out of this bill, comes 
ander the one or the other of these propo- 
sitions, I alledge it does: 1 do say that, 
by this bill, you lay the foundation of the 
‘ruin of your trade, by the surrender of 
‘your navigation: I do say that, by this 
bill, you surrender your navigation to a 
degree that is absolutely extravagant, be- 
sides being.a total surrender of the power 
of parliament to revise what may be done. 
under it; suchas hitherto has been the 
habit.from year to year. See what the. 
necessity, which ministers contend to be 
the foundation of this bill, will lead them 
to, and does lead-them to—that of surren- 
dering the navigation of this country, so 
as to put the American shipping on a foot-_ 
ing. with the British? That would be a 
pretty strong thing for a British parlia-, 
ment to consent te; but this is much | 
stronger, for here you relax your naviga- 
tion law, in favour of American shipping, 
to a degree to which it never was relaxed 
in favonr of British shipping. Sir, I do not 
know that the framers of this bill know 
it, but it most unquestionably is the fact, 
that the trade to be carried on with the 
colonies, in British shipping, is confined to’ 
certain specified artieles; whereas, to the 
American shipping, it is unconfined and 
unlimited. For, when ouce the American 
chips are got into your colonies, they may 
take the produce of these colonies, whither- 


| British shipping is.’ Good Ged! 
spectacle is this to exhibit te the world! 
am I in a British parliament beseeching 
and imploring it not to passa bill whieh 
has for its abject such enormous effets a 
that of taking off restrictions mpon a trade 
to be carried on with British colonies by 
foreigners, whieh are continued with re, 
gard to British subjects? Why, sir, this 
willingness to erase out of the statute-book 
the very name of your navigation law, isa 
disposition, guiding the councils, and 
changing the ancient policy of G. Britain 
—it is a change, indeed, which the Frengh 
statesman himself would enjoy... He. could 
have wished no other,he had noother desing, 
as he has often ex pressed,although our com. 
mercial law atlected France Jess thanany 
other maritime power in Europe ; for they 
never were our rivals in the carrying tradg, 
and yet they called our navigation lawsan 
odious hostile code, by which England 
made war on the industry of all nations + 
What a triumph to our enemies must it be, 
if the parliament of Great Britain agege 
to give up those laws which their enemigs 
have so long regarded as their bane, while 
they are the foundation of our greatuegs! 
But then it may be said, that although the 
powers thus given by this bill are so engp 
mous, still you will not impute to the 
privy council any intention .to use.such 
powers to the ruin of their country ; and 
it is as well for the privy council to adopt 
measures for the general advantage of our 
trade and navigation as for parliament @ 
do so; and it cannot be supposed that 
these powers will be used by the privy 
council, for any other purpose than that 
of the interest of their country, however 
enormous these powers may appear to yop 
tebe. Why, sir, if these are powers anht 
to be used, as most certainly they arg 
they are unfit to be asked for ; and if asked 
for, they are unfit to be granted. Aad cer, 
tainly, in the very extensive scene ia which 
power is here claimed, it is impossible 
cau be executed ; and why should any 
set of meu have a power by act of parlia 
ment to ruin their country? Is it tobe 
considered as a ground on which contete 
sions may be made by us?. ds it because 
ministers must be supported? and that it 
is not to be supposed ministers would ase 
the power in the latitude with which it® 
given, in order that parliament may shew 
there is no bound to the . liberality of, ils 
concession? ‘here certainly may be, ™ 


socver they please, all ever the world, and 
they are not restricted so much even as the 
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this: general: power'is never necess 


PARL. DEBATES, 6, 1800.—American Intercourse Bill, [1006 


exactly what is mecessary to be given by 
way of discretionary power toministers, or 
torexpress specifically what power should 
pe svithheld from them ; and therefore a 
power must be given, 
and’ we must trust'to the discretion of mi- 
histe?s in the use of it: such was the case 
when ‘the habeus corpus act was suspend- 
ed} At the time:when that measure took 
country was put tto ‘the disa- 
iredable nécessity’ of defending itself, in 
twiode, against afew conspirators, and 
put for that purpose the liberties ofall the 
subjects of this realm under the care ofthe 


gould not accomplish your object in any 
other way. For, although you had every 
reason to be assured that ‘the conspirators 
were but few in ‘number, yet you could 
not'draw a distinction between them and 
the rest of the king’s subjects, wntil after 
they were'tried ; and, ‘therefore, from the 
necessity of the case, you were obliged to 
make the power general, ‘leaving the ex. 
ercise of it'to his majesty’s ministers, and 
they were ‘to detain only ‘those against 
whoti there ‘vere fountled ‘suspicions. But 
givens when the thing to be done ‘can he 
specified’; so here, ‘the articles ‘to be 
carried “away ‘by ‘neutral ships from your 
colonies, what isto hinder you from spe- 
cifying ‘molasses? particularly 
after what has‘ been said ‘by “an ‘hon. 
baronet, by ‘which ‘it ‘appears that there 
specification, and au 
meration' of all ‘the articles allowed to 
be taken away ‘from ‘the colenies in’ neu- 
tral''ships: if so, ‘specification and enu- 
iteration are’ possible ; ‘therefore, there 
canbe no*necessity for these unqualified 
and’ sweeping powers.—Sir, when I am 
“upon: to agree to the giving of 
wer ‘to -‘dthers, which power may ‘be, 
ercised ‘discreetly, perhaps, but very 
differently’ from ‘that, which ‘I expect at 
the time eof -granting it, question ne- 
cessatily' arises “in my ‘niind, -what ‘is. 
‘thought ‘upen ‘that subject ' by: those.who 
@emaiid ‘the ‘power, ‘and by whom it is’ 
to exercised? do I: know what 
power ninisters' think ‘necessary to exer- 
tise, ‘except ‘the power which they claim’? 
Mave ‘other ‘criterion: to go by? 
‘Aid that is a power which ‘no ‘man’ will 


this may be an absolute mullity 
for would use mo part. of it, end, 
therefore, it is useless to give it; fa the 
hands. of another it may be executed. to 
@ ruinous extent: and for that neasen,, 
dangerous to give it; and, therefore, 
under this artificial and constrained: 
system, (for I.cannet help retaining the 
use of these :words) it is impossible 
to go on, and therefare much better to 
give it wp. How do I that the 
idea I have of the nse to which aay of 
the powers to be given by this bill, iis 
that which they would wish to make of 
it? I own I do not know »what they 
mean by this bill; and as 1 have said 
already, it would be .an affront to them 
to suppose that they have no meaning 

which of \itself a reason why J should 
not assent to this bill. Sir! 1 see no 
bounds, whatever, to the power whick 
the privy council is to have give am 
unlimited indulgence to American ships 
ping:: and I see nothing whatever, iin this 
bill, which gives tothe privy council any. 
authority to make’ the ‘slightest wegulae 
tion with reference to ‘British shippmg 
so that the indulgence is all.to.the Ames 
tican, and the rigour is all.to the British 
shipping. [Here ‘he read: a clause.inthe 
bill to prove ‘this observation.] Sir, is 
it mot monstrous ‘that such a provision 
should exist, in any shape whatever; dn 
a British act of parliament ?-and yet, :hene 
itis power to! grant, in favour:of Ames 
rican shipping, that which eannothe gramt+ 
ed to British shipping; vis it .possible that 
such power can be given by a British 
tiamenti? Sir, [-really have 
ministers are ‘aware of the meaning of iit, 
—These ‘sir, are ‘the ‘reasons ihave:to 
shew that this bill owght not to:passamto.a 
Jaw. 1 have ‘shewa:the danger of assent. 
ing to any measure’ of ‘this kind without 
inquiry ; -have shewa that it 4s different 
from any: measure ‘that ever was set 
adopted in -parliament; 1 shave sshewn 
ithat no .situation in whichthis country 
can be placed can everrequire such powers 
tobe given to any body of men init; I 
‘have 'shewn the intolerable insult whieh it 
‘offers to the British shipping: by placing 
‘it below ‘that of a foreign state ; “Ivhave 
hewn the rain which will attend anat- 
‘tempt to put in torce any*thing like the 
‘extent of its previsions, ‘Is it then, alter 


fay can be tolerated, if exercised ‘its 
full extent, {n ‘the hands of one-man, 


“allthis, is it-too much ‘to ask of a‘British 
-house of parliament, pot te destroy the 
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dest interests of the British empire by de-' 
stroying its navigation, and that without 
‘the regularity. of an inquiry? If yow 
thought the thing was of no worth, you 
ought to observe more decorum in the de- 
struction of it. If gentlemen will contend 
it is improbable the privy council will ex- 
ercise improperly the power ‘to be given 
to them by ‘this bill, I answer that the 
prospect is not flattering in that par- 
ticular, by the disregard and. contempt 
whieh you have shewn for the Jaw already; 
when you yourselves will not venture to 
define the use which you intend to make of 
the power when you have obtained it, and 
when you shew that you regard your colo. 
nial system as anartificial and constrained 
system; so that, after this, there may be 
a total abandonment of the old system of 
the navigationlaws. Sir, if ever:there was 
a time in which it was the duty of parlia- 
ment to guard against the introduction of 
these destructive principles, by which the 
navigation ‘laws are threatened with anni- 
hilation, and more particularly against 
giving any persons in the state: the. power 
of producing that effect, the present mo- 
ment is: that very time; and l-think that 
the necessity of caution is considerably in- 
creased by the very.arguments which have 
been urged: in support of this bill tosnight. 
Good God! sir, what has been the ground 
on which this bill has been defended ?:Mi- 
nisters are: determined, ;-it seems, to carry 
every thing by storm; for they do sot 
reason on the wisdom or the policy of the. 
bill, but they recommend it to this British 
house of parliament, by shewing that ‘it is 
of the same kind as other acts’ of hostility 
which have,, at different times, and under 
different circumstances been committed 
against the navigation laws of G. Britain ; 
so that the recommendation to the bill is, 
its resemblance to those measures. which 
are hostile to the navigation laws! 1 say, 
that if this bill should pass into a law, a 
foundation will have been laid, by which 
ministers may come to parliament with 
any claim which the intoxication of suc- 
cessful power may dictate or suggest. 
They may think it necessary to relinquish 
the whole system of your nayal strength ;* 
there is nothing which may not be justified 
under this bill; and, if any body should 
attempt to resist the extravagance of the 
application, they have nothing to do but 
to hold up this bill and say, ** see here, 


fided in us; we mnst have this measirgs | 
it is essential to the system which parlig, 
ment has delegated to us in its wisdom,” tg 
which, 1 know not what answer any ong | 
could make.—Sir, [had much more'to 
but after having trespassed on the pati, | 
ence of the house’ so!long, I must» pagy | 
it over. I can only. express a confident | 
hope that parliament (a British parlia 
will not-hold out sucha spectacle to the | 
world as the recognition of such a prineiple 
as this bill contains, would be : whieh | 
would be only doing» that. by. a lawoof 
your own which your enemies, aimingat 
your destruction, have hitherto endeavour, 
ed in vain to accomplish:; who have fo 
upwards of a century, been endeavouring 
to impress: upon the world a conviction 
that your navigation laws are at. war with 
the. rights, ‘and hostile to, the interests of 
other countries. I trust that you will notds 
for your enemies that which they have ng 
ver been able to accomplish for themselves: 
I trust that you will pot.deliver.up: toomiy 
nisters the. whole foundation of 

greatness ; I trust-you will not think-that 
you will triumph by teaching, foreign 
powers to say the'policy, of G. Britainis 
changed ; they have given up’ the, system 
of their: navigation by, an, act 
parliament, into the ‘hands of the: minis. 
ters, who now sce it will not do. for, then 
any longer. to..maintain{ ‘that _opprey 
sive! preponderance oby ‘which they ;were 
the masters of the ocean ; they have given 
up that: system, and gradually 
suffered to die away, under the wisdomof 
a truly. enlightened administration, who 
will not suffer that\terrorand death tothe 
hopes, of other nations, at sca, the mar 
gation law, to'stand any longer in the way 
of those great, philosaphically pagilig 
arrangements which they; have formed,= 
Sir, 1 trust that a British parliament. will 
never enable the enemies of G. Britain te 
hold out such langaage to the world: 4 
trust that a British parliament willnot 
give up that guardian power it possesses 
over the interests of the British empite, 
by passing a bill which contains provisions 
that no man has yet been hold enough to 
say he would enforce to their full, extents 
1 trust you will not give up that systemby 
which you have grown up into, your pit 
sent power ;_ a system on the preservation 


-of which it.is my. entire conviction, that 


the powers which the legislature has con- 


not only your prosperity, but your very 
existence entirely depends 
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_» The Attorney-General replied to the right 
hon. and learned gent., in support of the 
bill, and contended, that it went merely to 
e under the controul of his majesty in 
council, and by, law, a practice: which, for 
thirteen years past, had been uniformly as- 
sumed by the governors of the West-India 
islands, without law, and upon the pre- 
‘sumption of future indemnity. He con- 
tended, also, that it was the very self- 


ry power of dispensing with the rigour ot 
thenavigution laws with respect to Ame- 
rica, aud the East-India trade, which had 
existed in his majesty and the privy council, 
ever since the conclusion of the American 
war, and this, too, under bills successively 
brought in by a late right hon. gent., and 
supported by his supporters, without any 
of those apprehensions for the safety of 
the navigation laws, or the ruin of our 
commerce, our navy, and our national pow- 
er, which seemed, that night, to excite so 
much clamour in the vigilant guardians of 
our prosperity and safety. 
_ Mr. Perceval spoke in opposition to the 
bill, and contended, that neither the noble 
lord who introduced it, nor those who sup- 
ported it, really understood it: for that it 
did not merely, as they had alledged, open 
to the Americans the advantages of our na- 
vigation laws, with respect to the furnish; 
ing our West-India islands with provisions 
and other produce and manufacture, . but 
that it opened the same privilege to all 
neutral ships of all natious whatever. 
»» Mr. Secretary Windham conceived, that 
it was totally unnecessary that his majesty’s 
Ministers should rise seriatim to auswer ar- 
guments, which had been repeatedly ad- 
vanced and overturned. If a bill of in- 
demnity, however, had beeu spoken of, it 
was not the time to desire that yet: some- 
thing must be done first, and when that 
tyme did arrive, he should hope that the 
house would indulge bim so far as to say, 
that they did not see the necessity of it un- 
tibearl Camden came forward to ask for his 
indemnity for having pursued a nearly si- 
milar line of conduct. 
~» Mr, Rose again insisted that the present 
measure would be a gross infraction of the 
navigation laws.—The question was very 
generally called for and the house divided : 
For the third reading, 85; Against it, 30; 
Majority, 55.—Previous to the passing of 
the bill; Mr, Prinsep brought up his pro- 
mised clauses, which, after some alteration, 
were adopted, and added, by way of ri- 
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der to the bill; after which the bill was 
passed, and was ordered to the lords.— 
Adjourned at half past two on Wednesday 
morning. 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, July 9. 

[Minurtes.] The bills upon the table 
‘were forwarded in their respective stages, 
Amongst these, the Irish Imports and Ex- 
ports bill, the Irish Spirits Warehousing bill, 
the Norwich Castle Ground bill, and Irish 
Poor bill, were severally read a third time, 
and passed, and messages ordered to ac- 
quaint the commons therewith.—On the 
motion of the earl of Lauderdale, certain 
extracts, relative to the course of proceed- 
ing in the court of session in Scotland; and 
au account of the expenses attending the 
same, from a given period of the year 1800, 
to the like period in1804,were ordered to be 
laid before the house ; also certain accounts 
from the commissioners of teens or tithes, 
respecting the augmentations made therein, 
&c. within the like period.—The West-In- 
dia Intercourse bill, the Greenwich Pen- 


‘sioners’, the Westminster Hall Avenues, 


and the Scots’ Distillery bills, were brought 
up from the commons, and read a first 
time.—The Greenwich Hospital bill was, 
on the motion of lord Hood, ordered to 
be read a second time on Friday; and the 
West-India Intercourse bill, on the motion 
of lord Auckland, a second time.on Mon- 
day next. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, © 
Wednesday, July 9. 

{[Mixvures.] On the motion of sir A. 
Wellesley, the deputy clerk of the crown 
was ordered to attend the house forthwith. 
He brought in the return for the borough 
of Carlow, which was read; and by which 
it appeared, that lieutenant-colonel Arthur 
Symes had been returned for the borough of 
Carlow. The precedent of the borough of 
Newtown, in the county of Southampton, 
in which Ewan Law, esq. was, by mistake, 
returned for Evan Law, esq. having been 
read ; the returning officer for Carlow (Mr. 
Turpin) was called in, who, on bsing ques- 
tioned by the Speaker, declared, that, by 
mistake, the word Arthur bad been insert. 
ed in the return instead ef Michael. On 
the moticn of sir A, Wellesley, ‘he nae 
of Arih. r was -ordered to be erased, and 
the name of Michael substituted —On the 
motion of Mr. C. Wynne, anew writ was 
ordered to be issued for the borough of 
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Backidgham, inthe room of the righthon, 
¥. Grenville, whe, since his election, had 
agcepted the oflice of president of the 
board of coutroul, being one of the com- 
missioners for the affairs of India, with a 
salary annexed.+-On the motion of Mr. 
Vansittart, the Ordnance Lands bill was 
fead a third time and passed. . Colonel 
Wood, sliuding te the above bill, complain- 
ed that it bad-been carried through the 
house i 60 burried and irregular a manver, 
that -he was by uo means aware it bad ar- 
rived at its: last stage, It involved in it 
‘considerations, which required the utmost 
deliberation, and the best advice. Mr, 
Vansitiart supposed, that the hon. gent. 
meant to direct his observations against 
another bill that. was in its progress through 
the house; this. however, Colonel Wood 
denied. The Speaker interposed, obser- 
ving, that alter a bill had passed, such a 
conversation was totally irregular; he ad- 
ded, that the bill in question had passed 
through all the proper stages, and that it 
had always had its place among the orders 
of the day—Mr. Combe brought up a 
bill for repealing the London Additional 
Force act. Read a first, and ordered to 
be read a second time on Friday.—The Ex- 
piring Laws bill; the Land-Tax Commis- 
sioners Assessment bill; and the Bankrupt 
Laws bill, were read a third time and passed. 
—Mr. Vansittart brought up the following 
bills :—A_ biil for Reducing the Bounty on 
Refined Sugar; a bill for Allowing certain 
-Goods to be Warehoused without Duty; a 
bill for permitting the Importation of French 
Wine from Ireland, in Bottles and Flasks; 
@ bill for Granting an Additioual Bounty 
on the Exportation of the Silk Manufac- 
tures of Great Britain; a bill for Allowing 
the Exportation of certain Articles from 
Gibraltar and Malta; a bill for Prosecuting 
Offences against the Stamp Laws; a bill for 
Regulating the Legal Quays of the Port of 
London; a bill for Enquiring into the 
State of Windsor Forest; a bill for Allow- 
ing the Iniportation of Masts, Yards, and 
Bowsprits from the British Colonies in 
North America; a bill for Repealing the 
Act of James II., for Preventing the Im- 
portation of Gunpowder, Arms, and Am- 
monition from Ireland ; and also a bill for 
Allowing the Exportation of Raisins and 
Figs, Duty-tree; all of which were read a 
first tinie, and ordered to be read a second 
time to-morrow.—The Clerks.of Chancery 
bill, the Innkeepers’ Rates bill, the Crown 
Lunds Leasing bill, and the Irish Excise 
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Countervailing Duty bill, were réddalie. | 
cond time, und ordered to be committed 
to -morrow.—The Newtoundland Bou 

bill, the Masters of Chancery bill, and thy 
Accomptant General's. bill, went through | 
Committees; the reports of which werg 
ordered to be received to-morrow.—Meg | 
sengers from the lords announced theig | 
lordships’ assent to the Irish Distillery bill, | 
the Irish Imports and Exports bill; the | 
Irish Poor bill, aud the Assesséd Taxes Aly | 
lowance bill.—-On the motion of lord Ten 
ple, it was ordered, ‘that the house should, | 
to-morrow, resolve itself iato a committes 
on that part of the act of the 2d of James], | 
which related to the penalties on the regra. 
ting and engrossing of bark. On the sugges 
tion of Mr, Fellowes, the penalties on the 
forestalling of hides were ordered to be takey 
into consideration by the same committee, 
—The Malt Duty bill, and the Lottery bill, 
were read a second time, and orderedto 
be committed on Friday.—Mr. Hobhouge | 
brought up the report of the committee on 
the Insolvent Debtors’ bill. Sir W. Elford 
wishing to introduce a new clause, the dill 
was re-committed to a select committee 
Sir J. Newport brought up a bill for grant 
ing’ certain Drawbacks on Goods exported 
from Ireland. -Read a first, and ordered 
to be read a second time to-morrow,—The 
house went into a committee on the Sugar 
Drawback act, in which, on the motional 
Mr. Vansittart, it was resolved, that the 
sane bounties should be granted on the 
exportation of sugar-candy, as were already 
granted: on the exportation of fine sugar 
from Great Britain. ‘The report was of 
dered tu be received to-morrow.—On the 
motion of lord Temple, the house having 
gone into the further consideration of the 
report of the woollen manufactures of 
Great Britain, the resolutions were agreed 
to, alter some observations from Mr, Patti- 
son, which related merely totwo numerical 
Lord ‘Temple called to the recok 
lection of the house the anxiety which had 
been ever manifested by him, that some dé 
cision should be made upon the subject du 
ring the present session. ‘The late period, 
however, at which the report of the com- 
mittee had been made, seemed to make 
this (to the extent that could be wished): 
impracticable, In saying this, he begged 
not to be understood. to impute any unmé 
cessary delay te the committee, to whose 
abilities, energy, and activity, on the cots 
irary, be bore the highest testimony. “Ab 
though all could not be done that it waster 
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girable'to do, he trusted, that, before the 
house separated, they would, at least, con- 
sent to a bill to make some regalation in 
the contending interests on this subject; 
aud; as early as possible in the next ses- 
sion, he trusted, that an ultimate arrange- 
ment would be agreed to. The noble lord 
then moved for, and obtained leave to bring 
in a bill, pursuant to the resolution of the 
said ‘committee. — ‘Fhe resolved 
into # committee upon the Nabob of Ar- 
cott’s Debts bill —Lord H. Petty proposed 
lauses to empower the commissiovers, un- 
der this bill, to apprehend persons refusing 
to attend, and to. commit persous refasing 
to answer questions; also to order the com- 
Missioners to makea report of their proceed- 
ings to parliament at least 21 days after the 
ineeting of the sessions; and, from time to 
time afterwards; such reports to comprehend 
liste of the claims preferred, and of the deci- 
sions provisionally or ebsolutely made there- 
on, together with a statement of the grounds 
upon which such decisions were made, Af- 
ter some conversation hetweenMr.Perceval, 
‘Mr. Windham, lord H. Petty, Mr. Paall, 
Mr, Grant, and Mr. W. Keene, these a- 
mendments were agreed'to. ‘I'he house re- 
sumed, and the report wds ordered to be 
brought up to-morrow.-The seesetary at 
war laid on ‘the table the estimates for ad- 
' ditional pay to the officers of the army, and 
pave notice of his intention to move reso- 
lutions, grounded upon those estimates, m 
the committee of supply, on Friday. ‘The 
right bon. gent. thought it proper to inform 
the house, that it was not proposed to ex- 
tend the increased pay toa certain rank of 
officers in the militia, who, for obvious rea- 
sons, stood. in need of no such addition, It 
was, therefore, meant, as there was.a clause 
in the militia act, extending the eame pay 
to that body, as was received by the regu- 
Jar army, to prepare a short bill, which his 
right- hon. friend (Mr. Windham) would 
Move for to-morrow; and the object of 
which would be to amend tbat clause, so as 
that it should not interfere with the reso-| 
lutions which be should have the honour 
of submitting to the committee on Friday. 
Mr. Windham gave notice of his intention 
to make, to-morrow, the motion referred to 
, by his right hon, friend, Mr. Huskisson 
asked to what degree the proposed augmen- 
tation was to be carried, and to. what class 
‘of officers extended? ‘The secretary at war 
replied, that the augmentation was to ex- 
4end to all.ranks im the regular army, but to 
‘none above subalterns. in the militia. He 
i 
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| felt that it would beimconvenient to go into’ 
each article of augmentation at present, 
The Speaker observed, thet there being no 
question before the house, such a state- 
ment could not be regularly gone into, at 
least, without creating a debate. —Mr. Hus- 
kisson gave notice of hisintention to move, 
on Friday, certain resolutions respecting 
the revenue and expenditure of the coune 
try, ‘ These resolutions, the hon. gent. ad+ 
ded, would not be of the same nature with 
those which had been anaually submitted 
to the house for some years back, but 
would relate rather to the mode of making 
up the public accounts. 
{Carico Painters.] Mr. P. Moore rose, 
pursuant to notice, to call the attention of 
the-house to this subjeet. The evidence 
to which bis motion would refer, had now 
lain before the house for a considerable 
tume, without any report being made upon 
it, and this could not be considered, by 
any.means, fair towards any of the parties 
concerned, but particularly towards the pe+ 
titioners, who had been fur many years ap- 
plying to parliament for redress. ‘Their 
ease was of such a nature as to call for 
a satisfactory decision, and he felt encou- 
raged to persevere in bis exertions to ob» 
tain it, from the result of the mvestigation 
respecting the woollen manulactures, which 
the house had heard to-day, and whieh he 
had never relaxed his endeavours to pro- 
duce. While the parties, in that case, were 
left in suspense, the dc termination of their 
business being Jong postponed, great dis- 
tress prevailed among them; and such 
must natarally be expected to arise among 
the parties in this instance also, if the 
house declined much longer to decide upon 
the ebject of their application. He did 
nat. mean to prapose that the house should 
come to a final decision upon the subject, 
in thecousse of the present session, but 
merely to refer it to a committee, who 
would not, he ventured to state, require 
nore than one hour’s deliberation to deter. 
mine upon it, in sucha way as should satisly 
the parties, and form the basis of a legisia- 
tive arrangement, which he pledged him. 
self to bring forward early in the next 
session. 
Colonel Stealey was glad to understand 
that it was not the bon. gent.’s intention to 
propose any legislative provision im the 
covsse of the present session, as the at- 
tendance was so thin from the Northern 
part of the country, to which his business 


was so particularly uteresting.—The m3. 
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tion was agreed to, and a committee ap- 
Annuities Brun.) 
Mr. Vansittart. brought in the bill for 
granting additional annuities to the young: 
er branches of the royal family. . 

.. Colonel Wood said, he took great shame 
to himself, that he had not, by. attending 
his duty on a former evening, had an op- 
portunity of stating his sentiments upon 
this subject when it was originally brought 
forward, That such a.proposition should 
have been submitted to parliament, under 
the present circumstances of the country, 
and particularly by the noble lord, so cis- 
tinguished for the profession of economy, 
was, to him, he confessed, no less a matter 
of regret, than of astonishment. The house, 
in general, indeed, must have been taken 
by surprise in this proceeding; for nothing 
had, he ventured to say, ever been brought 
before parliament in. a similar manner. 
He begged the house to recollect, that the 
noble lord. had, in the first instance, intro- 
duced this measure to the house, as a bill 
merely to rectify a mistake in a former act; 
but, immediately afterwards, comes a pro- 
position, to make-a considerable increase in 
the salaries allowed to the junior branches 
of the royal family, recommended by a mes- 
sage from his majesty, When the situation 
of the country was taken into view, when 
it was considered that the income tax was 
raised to 10 per cent., that several persons, 
‘of acertain rank in life, paid 174 per cent., 
and that, indeed, most people paid no less, 
in public contributions, than 50 per cent. 
of their whole revenue, the country must 
be amazed to hear of this bill. . For the il- 
lustrious personages, who were the objects 
‘of this bill, he professed the utmost respect; 
and he would be very ready to pay his own 
proportion of any contribution that might 
be. necessary. to the maintenance of their 

' splendour and happiness. © If the lords and 
commons were, alone, called upon for a 
contribution of thjs nature, he would most 
cheeriuily assent to it; but, feeling for the 
‘people, who were already so borne down, 
he-could not consent to increase their bur- 
thens, particularly upon such grounds as 
were stated by the noble mover of this bill. 
‘That.noble lord dwelt upon the deprecia- 
tion of money, and the enhancement of 
-provisions, which so much affected other 
people, as a reason for this bill; but, he 


‘took no notice of this fact, that the royal. 


persons, to whom this bill referred, were 


. squite exempt from the taxes which so ma- 


‘terially operated upon other's; and thatithe | 
}amount. of such exemption formed a con. 


]{ siderable virtual addition to their salaries, 


and, also, that each of them possessed ei. 
ther a civilpr military office, or both, yieldy | 
ing, in general, not less than four or five 
thousand pounds a year. If, therefore, the 
situation of these distinguished . persons 
were compared to that of the nobility of the 
country, who paid taxes, how much. would | 
the revenue of the former prove to be sus 
perior? and yet, to this revenue the noble 
lord proposed to add one-third ; which, by 
the bye, upon further explanation, appeared 
to be one-half. The hon. officer expressed 
his-regret, that the noble lord, to whom he 
alluded, should not have been present,.to 
hear those observations which a sense of 
duty urged him to offer, and which he did 
not mean to address with any feeling of 
opposition to the right hon. secretary, to 
whom he did not mean to impute the slight. 
est blame. For, that right hon. secretary 
was doing nothing more than his duty, 
But, upon the first occasion that sho 
occur, in the presence of the noble lord 
who inoved this bill, he would enter fur 
ther into the subject, and fully state. bis 
protest against such improvident waste of 
the public money. 
Lord Temple had no doubt, that the hon, 
gent. acted from his conception of public 
duty ; but, he could wish that, at least, the 
hon. gent. could have reconciled with that 
conception of duty, to postpone his obs 
servations until his noble irieud, to whom 
they. were more particularly addressed; 
should be present to hear them, © Had the 
hon. gent. been in the house,.to bear the 
arguments of his noble frieud, on a for 
mer evening, most probably, the objections 
which he urged, on that evening, would ner 
ver have been started. If, in addition, the 
hon. gent. had been aware of that which 
was mentioned only the preceding nighh 
namely, that the establishments of tables, 
coals, candles, &c. heretofore allowed to the 
princes, was to be withdrawn, and whieh 
establishment was nearly equivalent to the 
proposed augmentation, the hon, member 
would bave been, perbaps, still Jess disposed 
to resist this bill, The noble.lord was pet 
suaded, that every just, reflecting man must 
feel, that an adequate increase. of allow, 
‘ance should be granted to the members 
of the royal family, at- a time. when the 
salaries of even the subordinate clerks is 
the public offices were generally augmented, 


in-consequence of the .depreciajon of 
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and the enhancement of provisions 
which this 


which formed the grounds upon 
billprofessed torest. 
Sir. W.. Elford. said, he was one of 

those’ who felt the burthens of the times 
as strongly as any man; but, he was con- 
vinced, that it was his duty, as a public 
man, to provide the proper means for se- 
curing to the royal family that splendour 
which the present provision was, in his 
opinion, totally inadequate to maintain, 

These sentiments proceeded from a sense 
of public duty, and from that alone; for, 
he had not the houour of being known to 
one of the illustrious personages who were 
the objects of this measure. 

. Colonel Wood was proceeding to urge 
_ some fresh arguments against the bill, 
when he was prevented by the speaker, 
who observed that he must confine him- 
self to explanation, On intimating, that 
the speaker did not deal with him as with 
others, the speaker appealed to the house, 
whether be deserved the reproach that the 
hon. gent. had cast upon him. [Loud cries 
of chair! chair !]—The bill was then or- 
dered:to be read a 2d time to-morrow. 

[(Commirree or Surrty.] Lord Henry 
Petty moved, that the house should go 
into a committee of supply, and that there 
should be instructions to the committee, to 
make compensation to the Commissioners 
of Naval Enquiry, and to make some allow- 
ance to the Commissioners of Military En- | 
quiry ; and that the Veterinary College pe- 
tition, and Bell Rock report, should be re- 
ferred to the committee, Ordered.—In the 
committee, lord Henry Petty stated, that 
the first resolution which he should have 
to propose was, one respecting an in- 
ereased allowance to the princess Sophia 
of Gloucester, founded on the particular 
circumstances of her case. The other prin- 
cesses had not lost their parents, and had 
the benefit of survivorsbips; which was 
ot the case with her. Instead, therefore, 
of 4,000/. annually, which had been. voted 
before, he would now move, that an allow- 
ance of 5,000/. a year, should be made to 
the princess Sophia of Gloucester, in lieu 
of 4,000/, which had been charged on the 
#pgregate fund ; and, also, an additional al- 
Jowance of 2,000/. to commence from the 
death of her mother, the duchess of Glouces- 
ster. Agreed to.—The next resolution which 

he had. to propose was, .a compensation to 
the Commigsioners of Naval Enquiry, who 
chad drawn. near to the close of their labours. 


no doubt, would be granted, with plea- 
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sure, by every member of the house. He, 
therefore, moved, that the sum of 26,5001. 
should be granted to the Commissioners of 
Naval Enquiry, as a recompense for the | 
diligence and ability with which they had 
discharged the trust reposed in them by 
parliament ; and that this sum should be 
paid without any fee or deduction what» 
ever. Ordered.—He next moved, that 
10,500/, should be granted, on account, to 
the Commissioners of Military Enquiry; 
and that ihig should be paid without any 
fee or deduction. 
Mr. Paull agreed most cordially in the 
grant that had been made to the Naval 
Comunissioners; but, as to the present te= 
solution, he thought that we ought to see 
a little more of the labours of the military 
commissioners, before such a sum was vo- 
ted for them; as yet, they had done no- 
thing to deserve it; but, he would not in- 
sist on the objection, if the noble lord was 
resolved to carry his motion. | iod 
Lord. Henry Petty said, that the sum 
was different trom that granted to the Na 
val Commissioners, and the sum was only 
granted on account. He agreed, that, we 
had not equal experience of their services, 
nor could we as yet; but, as nobody could 
say that they had not done their duty satis- 
factorily, it was reasonable to grant this sum 
on account, Besides, the hon. gent. seemed 
to have forgot, that they had already pre- 
sented a laborious report to the house, sta= 
ting a particular abuse ; and he was happy 
to have it to state to the house, and the 
public, that, in consequence of the dis- 
covery which they had made, and the steps 


taken upon it, government was in posses- 


sion of security for the balance due to the 
public. 
Mr. Windham said, that the principle 
upon which the hon. gentleman’s argument 
seemed to proceed was, “ no abuse, no pay.” 
Were the commissioners to be paid, only 
in case they discovered abuses? It-was 
rather to be wished, that they should have 
nothing to discover in this way. ork 
Mr, Huskisson stated, that commissio~ 
ners had applied to the late government, 
aud that it had been deemed expedient to 
make them some allowance on account. 
In commissions of long continuance, this 
would be, in general, absolutely necessary. 
_Mr. S. Lefevre supported the resolu- 
tion, from the knowledge that he himself 
had of some of the commissioners, and his 
observations of the diligence with which 
they did their duty. He suggested to the 
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noble lord, whether some allowance should 
not be made to a mertiurious set. of com- 
inissioners, he meant those for investigating 
the claims on the New Forest? ~ 
© “Lord Henry Petty said, that this had not, 
as yet, particularly engaged the attention 
‘of government’; but, that the suggestion 
would be attended to. 
Mr. ‘Tyrwhitt Jones considered this was 
rather an unprecedented mode of granting 
compensation. He thought that it ought 
not to be established. as a precedent, that 
_ allowances should be given on account; 
‘otherwise, dccount would goon on account; 
’ gnd 4his was the mode in which the 450 
millions’ of uiaudited accounts had been 
raised. 
Paull stated, that no commpensation 
had been made, by’ the late government, to 
the commissioners of naval enquiry; and, 
he thought, no allowance‘onght to be made 
bours drew toapériod. 
ouvir, Windhiom observed, that it 
Commission that could‘not go on without 
Bome allowance in the mean times and if, 
én every case, we were-to wait till the close 
Of their labours, we could not know what 
bad effects this mizht have on such labours. 
: Mr. Burton observed that, after the two 
first yedrs of the abours of that deserving 
set of commissioners, which had been ap- 
pointed, some time dg6, to-investigate the 
lic accounts,compensation had been an- 
nhaally allowed them, for the services of the’ 
prededing year. ‘This was a precedent for’ 
money ‘on account, though the other mode. 
was the more common. ‘The resolution was, 
then agreed to—Mr. Windbem proposed, 
that 1,500, should be granted to the Ve- 
terinary College. Ordered.—Sir Jobn Sin- 
stated, ‘that the commissioners of the 
Northern light-houses bad a fund of 30;000/. 
‘which they could net immediately use, but 
which they’ ‘would pledge to the public, as 
security for the sum necessary to erect a 
Fight-house on the Bell Rock. He, there- 
fore, moved, that 25,000/. be granted to 
‘these ‘comuissioners, for the above -pur- 
é} arid on the above security, Ordered. 
eport the next day.—The house then 
went ito a committee on the Bell Rock 
oft; where the sum of 24,000/. was 
_-Soted. Report the next day. 
Orricers’ Bivt. } Mr. 
Heaetckuey Windlam moved the order of the 
day, for the 2d redding of the Volunteer 
‘Officers’ Rank ‘bill. On ‘the question being 
Spit, Thee’ be new read 24 time, 


“Mr, Alderman Combe ‘wished to be ins 
fortaed, whether the operation of the bifj 
was to extend to the present officers of 
Volunteer Corps, or to be confined to 
those who might, hereafter, be appointed) 

Mr. Secretary Windham Unat the 
provisions of the bill were to apply toll 
officers of Volunteers. The bill was to em 
act a tegulation which, he was sure, no 
gentleman could entertain a doubt of the 
propriety of adopting, namely, that no yegs 
manry, or volunteer officer should com 
mand a field officer of the line. Itbag 
been, at first, his intention, te provide, by 
a legislative measure, that. no volunteerof 
ficer should command a captain of volun 
veers, provided that captain was in the com 
mand of a corps; but, in consideration of 
some suggestions made On the subject, he 
was disposed to recede from that mtention, 
it appeared to him a matter of such ob 
vious neeessity, to provide against the pos 
sibility of field officers of the line being 
eommanded by volunteer officers, that, he 
was confident, no such officer would.fed 
any objection to the measure. © 

Mr. Alderman Combe admitted, thatht 
would be right to adopt such @ provision, 
if the rank of velunteers was now, for the 
first time, to be adjusted ; but, as they de 
tived their rank from an aet of parliament, 
be should fee] it his duty to oppose this 
measure, which was to deprive of it 

Mr. Secretary Windham observed, that 
this bill was intended, merely, to cornet 
an unadvised grant of yank, contained inthe 
act of the 44th of the king. The hon. geut, 
admitted, that it would have been right, it 
the first imstanve, to withhold this rank, 
What ought not to be granted at all, ought, 
certainly, net to be when unm 
advisedly granted. | 

Mr. Perceval asked, it wat 
tended to apply the same regulations 
officers; or, whether they were to 
stand on the same footing with the 16 
gulars? 

Mr. Secretary Windham that 
this bill was not to apply-to officers of mis 
litia, in the same manner as to volunteer 
officers.’ There were different 
and ditferent degrees of discipline; and 
nearer any one approached to ‘the pe 
of the regulars, the less necessury it 
}was to resort to such Precautions és di 
cotitained in the bill. 

Mr, Perceval then added, that there 
were many persous colonels, commanding 


[regiments -of. volupteers, who had served 


i 
| 
i | 
| 
| 
{ | 
‘ 
| | 
i 
in 
| 
f 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
if 
— 


high fank in ‘the’ regulurs; and who 
pollen ‘well, if not better, qualified to 
take the command of officers of the line, 
than eny' militia colonels. 
~ Mr. Holt Lee thought the effect of the 
measure would be, to produce a degrada- 
tion of the commanding officers of volun- 
‘teer corps, in the eyes of those they com- 
manded. He wished to know, whether the 
operation of the bill was to-have force only 
‘jn'the event of the volunteers being called 
out into actual service ? 
» Mr. Seeretary Windham replied, when- 
ever the volunteers may be drawn out to 
act with the army; unless in that case, the 
provision of the bill would be a mockery. 
The bill was then read a 2d time.. 

{Auprrors of Pustic Accounts Birt.] 
Lord Henry Petty moved the order of the 
day for the 2d reading of the Auditors’ bill. 

Mr. Tyrwhitt Jones had no expectation, 
that any thing he could say would induce 
the noble lord to abandon the bill; but 
could not omit that opportunity of entering 
his protest against the measure ; which, ac- 
cording to the noble lord’s own statement, 
was to allow a part of the 450 millions, 
which were. unaccounted for, to pass as 
paid, and without any vouchers. 

Mr. Rose said that, on a former discus- 
sion upon this subject, he had endeavoured 
to convince the noble lord opposite, that 
he-was entirely mistaken in the statement 
which he had made, as to there being 450 
millions of the public money actually un- 
accounted for; he wished to know, whe- 
ther or not the noble lord, on more mature 
consideration, was now convinced, that the 

. calculation, which he (Mr. Rose) had taken 
the liberty of making, was correct. 

Lord Henry Petty intimated, that he was 

_ Still disposed to adhere to his former opi- 
nion upon that subject. 
. Mr. Rose then rose again, and entered 
into a minute statement and calculation, 
in order to shew the impossibility of there 
being such an immense sum as 450 mil- 
lions actually unaccounted for. He was 
“still more fully convinced than ever, of his 
former statement having been just; and 
he now shad occasion deeply to regret, that 
the noble lord seemed inclined to press for- 
ward this measure in the present session of 
liament. . He thought it would be far 
tter, were the noble lord to content him- 
self, in the mean time, with the appoint- 
‘ment of some overseers, or inspectors, to 
ascertain whether or not the former com- 


_ Miissioners were going on properly, It would 
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cast novreflection upon these former com- 
missioners, even although it were fount) pros 
per that they should be instructed to pursue 
a differeat course: Hf the noble lord had 
waited a few months longer, he’ might, by. 
further enquiries, and more minute ins 
vestigation, have become of opinion, that 
the whole business might be sufficien 
well carried on by the appointment, merely, 
of additional clerks, instead of new com- 
missioners. He had, certainly, heard the 
noble lord with considerable surprise, whea 
he stated in that house, that there were 
450 millions unaccounted for; when, by 
the closest examination, he (Mr. R.) could 
give to the subject, he bad ascertained, 
clearly, that there were only 2) millions 
actually to be audited by the commissios 
ners, out of 217 millions, the exact amount 
of the whole unaudited accounts. The cause 
of the noble lord’s mistatement arose from 
various circumstances. There were various 
representations in his (lord Petty’s) mode 
of calculation; several desperate accounts 
were included, which ought to have been 
omitted; and there were, also, some irregu- 
larities in the manner of transacting some 
payments made by the bank. The pay- 
master-general’s accounts had been res 
tarded, merely from there not being a pos- 
sibility of clearing them. © ‘There had been 
a practice grown up, since 1783, which 
empowered the pay-master-general to issue 
sums of money, merely on a letter from the 
secretary at war, and no regular vouchers 
had ever been obtained. On the very first 
day on which he came into the pay-office, 
ke looked into these matters, and disco- 
vered great irregularities. He required of 
his colleagues, to produce regular warrants 
for all the sums that had been so issued ; 
but, on the impossibility of doing so for 
such a length of time, he did not wish to. 
throw impediménts or obstacles in the way 
of their daily business. He, however, lost ne | 
time in making complete and new arrange- 
ments, so that the paymaster’s accounts 
were no longer kept in arrear. The evil 
of these outstanding accounts would’ not 
be cured by this bill. The noble lord was 
perfectly mistaken, if he supposed that, by 
this new appointment of auditors, he could 
audit accounts.which it had been, formerly, © 
found impossible to examine, on account of 
the want of vouchers. On the whole, he 
could not help repeating,. that an additio- 
nal number of inspectors. would be’ better 
adapted for keeping the present auditors ~ 
going on with the business expeditiously 
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In other respects, he did not see much to 
object to the bill, as it bore such an af- 
finity to the one formerly brought into par- 
liament. He approved particularly of that 
part which respected the comptroller, and 
that was still the only part which was new. 
As to the other clause, which he himself had 
suggested, it was still unintelligible. What 
he wished was, that governors of provinces 
er settlements abroad, who receive and ex- 
pend the public money, should be the ac- 


- eountants themselves. At the same time, 


he would not dispute, that there might be 
eases. occurring, when the commissioners 
might have an option, whether to make 
these general officers their accountants, or 
those who were employed under them to 
expend the-money. It should also be pro- 
vided, that the commissioners of the trea- 
sury should not make any allowances, but 
under certain provisions. On the whole, this 
bill went to create great additional and un- 
necessary expenses upon the country, with- 
out any advantage whatever. If he could 
ee er upon the noble lord to defer this 

ill till next session, to give to the former 
commissioners a few additional inspectors, 


and, in the mean time, to examine the ac- 


counts more deliberately, before doing any 
thing, he should be perfectly satisfied, as 
he was fully ‘convinced the noble lord 
would see the impropriety of the measures 
he was now so imprudently adopting. 

_ Lord Henry Petty replied, that the mea- 
sure under consideration had been adopted 
on the representations of those best quali- 
fied to judge of the propriety and expe- 
diency of it; representations which, be had 
reason to think, had been made to the late, 
as well as the present, treasury. He con- 
tended, and, when experience would af- 
ford a criterion of the fact, should contend, 
that this measure cotaived provisions both 
new and efficient, both in the distinction of 
the boards, and the classification of the ac- 
counts into those in arrear there now un- 
der audit and the current accounts, The 
noble lord then referred to the authority 
ef the auditors themselves ; and read an 
extract from a letter, from them to the 
treasury in 1800, to shew, that the bank 
accounts were part of the public accounts 
that ought to be audited by a separate and 


-judependent board. 


Mr. Huskisson allowed, that the delay of 
auditing public accounts was an encourage- 
ment to fraud, and went to prevent proper 
persons from wishing to become public ac- 
Countasts. He spoke in commendation of 
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the ‘system: adopted by the late chancellgy 
of the exchequer, He had the fullest eon 
fidence in the commissioners who composed 
the present board of audit, and the'clerks | 
annexed. He complained of the mode of 
swelling the sum now said to be’ una 

counted for, by including the same inejs 
dental sum several times m every accounts | 
ant’s hands through which they had to pass, 
It was only thuse accountants that had 
a discretionary power that ought to be | 
checked. It was the intention of the late 
chancellor of the exchequer, to prevent any 
considerable discretionary expence in any 
department of the public service, without 
the previous sanction of the treasury, which 
.was to undertake all the responsibility— 
The bill then went through a committee, 
—The report was ordered to be received 
to-morrow. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. © 

Thursday, July 10. 
{[Minvres.] The Irish Roads bill, the Irish 
Peerage bill, the Irish Revenue bill, the Land 
‘Tax Commissioners’ Mistake bill, and the 
Postage bill, were read a 2d time, and com 
mitted for the next day.— The duke of New: 
castle took the oaths and his seat.—On the 
2d reading of a bili for allowing the convey- 
ance ofa certain quantity of Coals to London 
by the Paddington canal, the earl of Suffolk 
said a few words in favour of this mode of 
supplying the metropolis with coals, which, 
he thought, did not go far enough.: If au 
unlimited supply by the Paddington canal 
were allowed, it would tend materially to 
decrease the price of coals in the London 
market. Lord Eldon observed, that there, 
being no duty on the. coals by the Padding 
ton canal, and a very heavy duty on the 
Newcastle coals, if the former were allowed 
to be brought here without limitation, they 
would drive the latter out of the market, 
and thereby destroy the nursery of those 
seamen to whom we were indebted for 80 
many victories. ‘The bill was then read @ 
2d time, and committed for the next day. 
—In the case of “ Lucina v. Crawford,’ 
lord Eldon, lord Ellenborough, and: the 
lord Chancellor, concurred in the opinion, 
that a venire facias de novo ought to issue 
in order that the cause might be again tried 
in the Court of King’s Bench. ‘The further 
consideration of the cause was postponed 
till the next day.—On the 2d reading of the 
Slave Ship Restriction bill, Mr. Plumer 
and Mr. Scarlet were heard in behalf of 
the island of Jamaica, and also of certeilt 
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merchaits and planters, who had petitioned 
- against the bill. They objected to it, on the 
_ ground of its being an attempt to abolish the 
slave-trade by aside wind. Thy also urged 
several objections against the clauses of the 
bill ;, and submitted that, if it was deter- 
mined to pass the bill, it would be more ex- 
pedient, that it should continue for one than 
fortwo years. Mr. Plumer expressed awish, 
to be allowed to call evidence in support of 
the allegations of the petitions. -‘This was 
objected to by lord Grenville and the bi- 
shop of St. Asaph, and supported by the 
earl of Westmoreland. It was over-ruled 
by the house. Counsel having finally with- 
drawn, lord Grenville moved the second 
reading of the bill, which was accordingly 
done. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, July 10. 

Mr. Johnson, from the of- 
fice of the chief secretary for Ireland, was 
called in, and at the bar presented to the 
house, pursuant to their order, An account 
of the different sums of money that have 
been expended, or that are to be expend- 
ed, on the port of Dublin, by the directors 
of inland navigation; stating the authority 
under which the said directors expended 
the said money ;—together with a state- 
ment of the plans and reports that have 
been made, pursuant to their directions, 
for the improvement of the same. Or- 
dered to lie upon the table, and to be 
printed for the members of the house:— 
Ordered, that the account of the manner 
in which the sum of 500,000/., granted in 
the last. session of the Irish parliament to 
the directors of inland navigation in Ire- 
land, has been disposed of; commencing 
with the establishment of the board, 12th 
August, 1800, and ending 28th May, 1806; 
and also, copies of the agreements entered 
into by the directors of inland navigation 
in Ireland with the different canal compa- 
nies, to whom they have granted any part 
of the sum of 500,000/. granted in the last 
session of the Irish parliament to the said 
directors, to be printed for the members of 
the house.—Mr. Robert Mitford, from the 
commissioners of customs in Scotland, was 
called in, and at the bar presented to the 
house, a Return to an Order of the house, 
dated 12th May, 1806, requiring * Anac-. 
eount of all sums recovered in Scotlangl, 

~ either.in the court of exchequer, or in the 
courts of justices of the peace, from any 
son or persons convicted in any of the 


said courts, of offences against the acts of 
parliament, or any of them, relative to the 


|customs, excise, or stamp duties; as also, 


of the amount of all sums received by com- 
pounding with persons: charged with such’ 
offences ; together with the names and ad- 
ditions of the persons from whom such 
suins have beeri recovered, with the date of 
recovering the same ; and also, An account 
shewing what part of these sums so reco~ 
vered bave been accounted for in the ex- 
chequer, as his majesty’s share of fines, 
forfeitures, and penalties, with the dates 
at which they were so accounted for; also_ 
shewing what part of the sums so recovered 
have been accounted for to the informer in 
whose namethe said prosecutions proceeded, 
and what part of the said sums was applied 
in defraying the charges orexpences of such 
prosecutions; from the year ending 5th July, 
1782, to the present time ;” with. a dupl:- 
cate.—Mr. Robert Mitford also presented 
to the house, pursuant to their orders, “An 
account of the average prices, ascertained 
quarterly, for regulating the importation 
of corn, grain, meal, and“flour, into Scot- 
land, for eleven years, to the1 5th of February, 
1805, and thence to the 15th of August, 1805; 
distinguishing each district, and whether 
any, and what, species was importable from 
Ireland, the American colonies, and foreign 
parts, respectively, during each quarter of 
a year, and under what duties respectively; 
and also, An account of the average prices, 
ascertained monthly, for regulating the ex- 
portation of corn, grain, meal, and flour, 
trom Scotland, for eleven years, to the 15th 
of February, 1805, and thence to the 15th of 
August, 1805; distinguishing each district, 
and whether any and what species was ex- 
portable to Ireland, the American colonies, 
and foreign parts, respectively, during each 
month, and under what drawbacks or boun- 
ties respectively; with duplicates thereof.” 
Ordered, that the said return and accounts 
do lie upon the table, and be printed for the 
members of the house.--Sir C. M. Pole . 
presented to the house, a bill to amend 
and extend the benefits of an act, made in 
the 35th year of his present majesty, to 
enable petty officers, seamen, and ma- 
rines, serving in his majesty’s navy, to al- 
lot part of their wages, er pay, for the 
maintenance of their wives and families; 
and the same was received, and read the 
first time, and ordered to be read a second 
time to-morrow, 

Surptementary Cuarce—Ra- 
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of the Oude Supplementary Charge against 
the marquis Wellesley Paull 
on the 7th instant, see p. 938 ; at which 

page it was inadvertently omitted. 

** Article of Charge of High Crimes and Mis- 

. demeanonrs committed by Richard Colley 

Marquis Wellesley, in his transactions 
with respect to the Rajahs and Zemindars 
in the Doab ; and particularly in his trans- 
actions with respect to the Rajah Bugwunt 
_ Sing, Zemindar of Sasnee and Bidjeghur, 
and the Rajah Kakoor Addkeerin, Zemin- 
dar of Cutchoura. 

_ That Richard Colley marquis Welles- 
ley was constituted, appointed, and actually 
became a servant of the United Company of 
Merchants of England trading to the tons 
Indies, in the month of October, in the year 
of our Lord 1797, and in the reign of his 
majesty the 37th: That the office which he 
was appointed to fill was that of ater sae 
general of Bengal, and subsequen 7 that of 
¢captain-general of all the king’s and compa- 
ny’s forces serving in the British territories 
in the East Indies: That he arrived, and 
took possession ofthe government committed 
to his charge, in May 1798; and that he 
@pntinued to fill, and to exercise the powers 
of the said office and offices until August 
1805, when he was therein superseded by 
Charles marquis -Cornwallis.—That in the 
countries which the said marquis Wellesley 
had unlawfully, perfidiously, and tyrannically 
extorted from the Nabob Vizier of Oude, 
dwelt several tributary chieftains called Ra- 
jahs, greatly respected by the sovereigns, and 
highly revered by the people of Hindustan, 
being descended from the ancient Hindu ra- 
jahs, or princes, who had resided in that coun- 
try before the mussulman conquest; having 
from time immemorial possessed strong forts 
and populous towns independent of govern- 
ment, and maintained, with undiminished 
influence and power, numerous vassals and 
adherents, whose personal’ bravery and at- 
tachment to their lord were unimpaired, and, 
though owing allegiance to the nabob vizier 
of Oude, possessing princely rights, and ho- 
nours, and estates, which had descended to 
them unquestioned through a long line of 


_ venerable ancestry, and which their sove- 


reign could neither alienate nor destroy.— 
That, on taking possession of the countries’ 
which he had so iniquitously extorted from 
the said nabob vizier, the said marquis Wel- 
‘lesley did determine upon the humiliation of 
the said rajahs, the ruin of their families, 
the destruction of their forts, and the seizure 
of their towns; a measure unjust and un- 
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lity of the country ; a measure which, eve 
in the proudest days of mussulman despots 
ism, had never been attempied.— That; for 
a series of years, it had been the custonvof 
the country for the said rajabs, in the qua. 
lity of Zemindars, to rent of the nabob: viv 
zier himself, or of his great Aumils, the 
lands surrounding their hereditary estates, 
which were again let by them to the Ryots, 
or husbandmen, by whom they were-cultiz 
vated; the rent required of the: cultivator 
being always, according to the liberality op 
avarice of the zemindar, proportionate to 
that at which the lands were held of the au. 
mil, or of the nabob viziers.—That, infer 
therance of his determination respecting. the 
said rajahs, the said marquis Wellesley, (he 
having also determined, contrary to every 
principle of equity and humanity which 
should have actuated a British governor, t 
impose new and heavy burthens upon the ale 
ready overburthened people of the said ex. 
torted countries,) did, by the means of his 
brother, the hon. Henry Wellesley, whom 
he had illegally appointed licutenant-governot 
of the said countries, and other unlawful 
agents, require of the said rajahs and zemine 
dars an enormous increase of the rents which 
they had theretofore paid ; an exaction cal 
culated to produce great discontent among 
the said rajahs and zemindars, and, by the 
oppression which it would infallibly drive 
them to exercise towards the husbandmen, 
to reduce those useful and unfortunate men 
to the extreme of poverty, wretchedness, and 
want.— That, taking advantage of the reluc- 
tance which the said’ rajahis and zemindars nas 
turally felt to accede to’ the said oppressive 
and tyrannical requisitions, and making theif 
reluctance a pretext for the execution of hig 
long-meditated views respecting the said’ ta 
jahs and zemindars, the said marquis Welles 
ley did declare all those who did not submit 
to the said requisitions, to be in a state of 
disaffection or rebellion to the government; 
a government which was notoriously -alt 
usurpation, and to which the said rajahs and 
zemindars had never acknowledged any a+ 
legiance, and to which they owed no obe 
dience.—That, true to the character of af 
usurper,and a despot, disdaining to conciliate 
acquiescence where he had the power to com 
pel submission, the’ said marquis W. 

did, to the disgrace of the-British arms, 

in British troops to enforce his said unlawful, 
unjust, severe, and arbitrary demands upom 
the said rajahs and zemindars.—That the 
greater part of the said rajahs.and zemindarsy 
some intimidated by threats, and others over 


wise,jn itself, and dangerous to the tranqnilw 


ae by the presence of the military ;. some 
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surrounded their fields, and prepared to as- 
sail their mansions, and others actually at- 
tacked, conquered, and subdued ; some con- 
scious of the hopelessness of ‘resistance ; and 


someterrified by the awfulexample of others ;’ 


were finally compelled to submit, in the 
most humiliating and abject manner, to all 
the said unlawful, unjust, severe, and arbi- 
trary demands of the said marquis Wellesley. 
— That those of the said rajahs and zemindars 
who had the hardihood to resist the oppres- 
sion of the said marquis Wellesley, were 
treated as rebels and enemies, expelled from 
their homes and driven from their country, 


_ their towns being plundered or burnt, their 


fortresses demolished or held by their enemies, 
and their estates confiscated for the use of 
their conquerors.—That thus, in violation 
ofall law and justice and humanity, and to the 
disgrace of the British name in India, were 
the said rajahs and zemindars, the descen- 
dants of the most ancient, the most princely, 
andthe most venerable families in Hindustan, 
degraded, oppressed, ruined, or destroyed 
by the aibaierelts Wellesley and his illegal 
agents. —T’hat, among those of the said ra- 


_jahs.and zemindars who had the misfortune 


toineur the displeasure and the vengeance of 
the said marquis Wellesley was the rajah 
Bugwunt Sing, zemindar of Sasnee and Bid- 
jeghur, a Hindu prince residing in the extre- 
mity of the Dogb, on the north-western 
frontier of Oude, the head of a powerful 
tribe, surrounded by a numerous and> war- 
like body of vassals and adherents, whom 
the personal ‘bravery and. private worth of 
their'chief had strongly attached to his for- 
tunes ; beloved by the whole country, on ac- 
count of the equity and the liberality of his 
character ; possessing an extensive district, 
several considerable towns, and two strong 
forts, from which he took his title ; and able 
to bring 20,000 men to the field.—That the 


_ said rajah Bugwunt Sing had ‘for a long time 


farmed the jumma (or land revenue) and 
the sayer (or duties) of the surrounding dis- 
tricts, under Almas Ali Khan, one of the 
great aumils of the nabob vizier, for regular 


‘terms of 3 years, conformably with the 
‘practice which prevailed throughout that part 


of the said nabob vizier’s territories. —That 
the said marquis Wellesley, in pursuance of 
his. before-mentioned unjust ‘determination 
respecting the said rajahs and zemindars, and 
in pursuance of his before-mentioned unjust 
determination to increase’ the burthens of the 
people of the said extorted countries, did, by 
means of his before-mentioned unlawful 


agents, require of the said rajah sean: 
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Sing an enormous increase of the rents 
which-he had before paid, did positively in- 


the sayer, and did declare that he would grant 
no engagement to the said rajah, either for 
the jumma or the sayer, for more than one 
year.—That the said rajah Bugwunt Sing, 
naturally avetse to a measure so injurious to 
his own interests, did, in the most respectful 
and conciliating manner, state his objections 
to the 2 last-mentioned conditions of the said 
proposals.—T hat the collector of the district, 
who was employed as the agent of commu-~ 
nication between rajah Bugwunt Sing and the 
before-mentioned hon. H. Wellesley, whom . 
his ‘brother, the said marquis Wellesley, had 
illegally appointed lieutenant-governor of the 
said extorted countries, did at the same time 
write to the said hon. Henry Wellesley, tel-. 
ling him, that, ‘ after the difficulty he had 
** experienced in endeavouring to carry his or- 
‘* ders into execution (generally), that he did 
** not expect to be able-to induce the zemin- 
** dar of Sasnee and Bidjeghur to engage for 
** the sayer separately for one year, without 
‘* having recourse to very serious measures 
‘* against him ; but that he hoped that he 
** would be induced to engage for it, were 
** the period extended to 3 years.” —That the 
said hon. H. Wellesley, without making any 
attempt to gain the acquiescence of the said 
rajah, either by negociation, conciliation, or 
persuasion, without attending to the sugges- 
tions of the said collector for effecting an 
amicable settlement, and without any further 
correspondence or communication with the 
said rajah or the said collector, did immedi- 
ately request the-commander-in-chief of the 
army, who was-then stationed in:the said ex- 
torted countries, to send, without any delay, 
a sufficient force-to punish the ** contumacy” 
of the said rajah.—Vhat the said comman- 
der-in-chief did accordingly dispatch a large 
body of troops under the command of a lieut.- 
colonel, which, on the f2th of Dec. 1802, took 
a position before the fort of Sasnee, where 
the said rajah then was, and made formidable 
preparations for attacking and reducing it: 
And thus commenced an unjust and cruel 
war against the said rajah.—That the attack 
was continued with various success until Jan. 
7, 1803 ; when a detachment of the assail- 
ants, after setting fire to the town, and thus 
wantonly extending their vengeance to the 
quiet and harmless villagers, fell upon a party ~ 
of the said rajah’s troops, and slew great 
numbers of them ; and thus began the lawless 
and barbarous slaughter of the said rajah’s 
brave and faithful adherents.—That the war- 
fare-was thus carried on until Jan. 15, when 


sist wpon the separation of the jumma and 
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an unsuccessful attempt was made to. carry 
the fort by assault; and this failure haying 
been attended with some loss, and having. 
brought great discredit on the British arms, 
the commender-in-chief, on 31st Jan., ap- 
peared in person before Sasnee, at the head 
of a powerful reinforcement.—That more vi- 
gorous preparations were accordingly made, 
the most effectual means taken to prevent 
the escape of the said rajah, and the admis- 
' sion of succours ; and, on 8th Feb.,.ano- 
ther attack was made upon the town, and ano- 
ther dreadful slaughter of the said rajah’s brave 
_ and faithful followers ensued.—T hat, on the 
night of Feb. 12, the said rajah, discouraged 
by the loss of so many of his troops, alarmed 
by the magnitude and extent of the prepara— 
tions which were making for his destruction, 
unable to oppose any further.eftectual resist- 
ance without exposing himself and his people 
to the risk of being wholly. destroyed, and 
justly averse to falling into the hands of hisava- 
ricious, tyrannical, rapacious,and blood-thirsty 
enemies, taking advantage of the uncommon 
darkness of the night, and followed by many 
of his adherents, fled from the fort of Sasnee, 
and, thus banished from the country .of his 
forefathers, took refuge in the country 
of the Mahrattas.— ‘That others of his 
adherents, having attempted to take. shel- 
ter in his fort of Bidjeghur, were, to a 
man, most barbarously cut to pieces by the 
British troops. who surrounded it.—That, on 
13th Feb., the said commander-in-chief, not 
satisfied with the devastation and carnage 
which had already been made, er the 
army under his. command before Bidjeghur, 
- stationed them in.such a manner as to pre- 
vent the garrison from escaping and from 
receiving any succours, and, after having 
summoned the Killedar,, rajah Ram Chobbie, 
to deliver up the fort, upon the promise of 
sparing the lives of the garrison, and,, after 
having refused to grant the said Killedar a 
few days to obtain the consent of his master, 
the said. rajah Bugwunt Sing made prepa- 
rations for storming the fort.—'That, on the 
night of Feb.:27, the said Killedar, incapa- 
ble cf holding out against the attacks of the 
assailants, and unwilling to give up those 
who had been entrusted to his care to-the 
merciless enemies of his chief, availing him- 
self of the uncommon darkness of the night, 
and of a heavy rain, led the gartison out of 
the fort, and, after. being attacked and ‘ha- 
ving many of his followers killed, and great 
numbers taken prisoners, with much diffi- 
culty succeeded in making }is escape with 
the rest.—That, the expulsion.of the said 
rajah Bugwunt Sing and his adherents being 


accomplished, his forts were taken possessigin., 


of by, those who had accomplished it, and, 


all his estates and property of every. kitid 
were confiscated for the use of the aforesaid 
usurped government.—That thus was. the 
said rajah Bugwunt Sing, zemindar of Sasnee, 
and Bidjeghur, a Hindu prince of great 
worth and courage, the descendant of-one 
of. the oldest and. most respected families in 
Hindustan, solely from an unwillingness to 
consent to the oppressive and unjust demands 
of those who had extorted the territories, and 
usurped the government of his sovereign, 
treated as a rebel-and an outlaw, attacked in 
his own mansions by a powerful military 
force, driven in exile, as a criminal and fugis 
tive, from the countries where his forefathers 
had from time immemorial lived in greatness, 
and splendour ; his brave and faithful adie. 
rents driven from their families and_ their 
homes, dispersed among strangers and ents 
mies, or most wantonly and most barbarously 
slaughtered ; his’ towns laid waste, his forts 
seized, and all his possessions for ever wrested 
from him, and confiscated for the benefit of 
his avaricious, his unprincipled, and relentless 
destroyers. —That another of the unfortunate 
victims to the rapacity, cruelty, and tyranny 
of the said marquis Wellesley, and his unlaws 
ful agents, was the rajah Kakoor Addkeerinj 
zemindar of Cutchoura, a Hindu prince of 
venerable ancestry, of great bravery, of large 
possessions, the chief of a powerful and: nus 
merous body of vassals and adherents, andy 
for many years, a renter of very considerable 
districts in the Doab, under Almas Ali Khan, 
the great aumil of the nabob vizier of Oude, 
—That, conformably with the before-mén- 
tioned determination which the said marquis 
Wellesley had long formed respecting the 
humiliation of the rajahs and zemindars, and 
in pursuance of the before-mentioned detets 
mination which he had also. formed of impos 
sing new burthens upon the. people of the 
extorted countries, an enormous increase of 
rent was imposed upon the said. rajab,-and 
very degrading concessions were. exacted | 
from him ; which, after some respectful hee 
sitation on his part, and some imjerious, Mes 
nace on the part of the agents,of the said 
marquis, were agreed to: the said zajahy iy | 
timidated by these threats, having,,come 
‘sented to acquiesce in ‘any terms which 
‘* might be pr oposed.”—That an arrangement 
was accordingly. made, and a_ settlement 
agreed to; and the said rajah was about to 
give up his guns and ammunition, and. eva 
cuate his fort of Cutchoura, conformably to 
the humiliating and oppressive terms which 


he had been compelled to accept, when, some 


ill 
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‘slaughter of the hundreds who had fallen by 


tous to prove his adherence to his agreements, 


Mr, Russell with'all the guns, &c. 


‘© teproach, ordered me to evacuate ‘and de- 


“diately, and take my people with me, and 
_ * treated ‘me ‘with great disrespect. Percei- 


misuriderstanding taking place in consequénce 
of the insolence and indignity which were of- 
fered to the'said rajah; by the person who 
came to enforce the fulfilment of the said sti- 
pulations, and in consequence ofa gross out- 
committed on some of the said rajah’s peo- 
bysomeof the Company’stroopers, the sol- 
diers of the said rajah, justly indignant at such 
conduct, were unwilling to give up the fort 
under such disgrace, and prepared to resist. 
That the commander-in-chief, with the 
army under his command, fresh from the 


their hands at Sasnee and Bidjeghur, imme- 
diately.took up a position before Cutchoura, 
a strong and well-garrisoned fort, where the 
said rajah and all his family were, and made 
preparations for an assault-—That the said 
zajah,: anxioys to soften the displeasure and 
avert the enmity of his assailants, ‘and solici- 


and his submission to their will, on the.7th 
of March wrote the following respectful let- 
ter to’ the said commander-in-chief: ‘* In 
* consequence of a message received from 
* Mr. Russell, I waited upon him at Mecit- 
* chy, and accompanied him thence to Ak- 
** sooly, and accepted the terms of settlement 
** which were proposed to me for the districts 
“ of Dihdoliser and “Cutchoura; and ob- 
** tained leave to proceed to Cutchoura, for 
the purpose of sending out the guns and 
‘ammunition. I admitted the company of 
« Sepoys, which came along with me into 
* the fort, intending early in the morning to 


sé Mr. Russel] came to the fort very early in 
«the morning, and, in terms of anger and 


* liver up the fort, desiring me to go imme- 


‘vine this, my soldiers conceived it improper 
** to quit the fort under such circumstances 
“of discrace, and prepared to resist. Just 
the Sepoys'went away. Soon after- 
s* wards the Dewan Sooka Loll and ‘the Mu- 
* avi atrived from Aksooly, and having re- 
** stored peace to my mind, they departed. 
‘short time had elapsed, when 4 or 5 
F troopers galloped after 2 or 3-of my peo- 
“ples: whom they wounded with their 
swords; and thus began hostilities. My 
people seeing no alternative, fired 2 or 3 
** matchlocks. My evil destiny has created 
** this misunderstanding. I never meant to 
* wage war, nor dol now. You are mas- 
‘ter and ruler of the country ; if, out of 
** your great bounty, you will cast a favour- 


4998} PARL..DEB. 10;1806—Oude Supplementary ChargeRajak of Sasnee. [1034 


‘able eye on me, and allow me to reside in 
‘*thisplace,: it will be an act of merey!:and 
great kindness. ready to pay 
‘¢. stipulated revenue, to be perfectly obedient, 
and never to shelter myself behind anyex® 
** couse; and whatever you shall order respect- 
mey shall be fulfilled””’—That to this 
letter, explaining so minutely: and ‘so faith= 
fully the. causes of the misunderstandin; 
that had taken place; and testifying so. 
fully the great regret which that'cireuimstanée 
had produced, expressing, in.such mild and 
submissive terms, the willingness | of \:tiié 
said rajah to do whatever might be required 
of him by those whose displeasure he:so'sin= 
cerely deprecated, and whose favour: he:so 
earnestly courted, and, from its:unaftected 
and ingenuous simplicity, so well) caléulated 
to excite, not merely the clemency,)bat the 
compassion, and the good-will of the hu- 
mane, the generous, and thé just, the: said 
commander-in-chief, on the same day, re» 
turned the following harsh, severe, ‘and 
haughty answer: After- having so 
tonly broken your faith in: refusing: to eva= 
** cuate and deliver up the fort of Cutchoura, 
** agreeably: to the terms of your agreement 
‘* with Mr. Russel],and treated the troops who 
‘* went with you to receive possession of the 
“ place with harshness and contempt, turns 
‘*ing them out of the fort, and, thereb 

proclaiming war; the. only terms whi 

** can now be granted are, that you’ shall 
deliver up the fort, garrison, '-your 
‘¢ children, and yourself, to the commander= 
in-chief, to be disposed of as he shall judge 
proper. No promise of future.favourte 
‘¢ you or your people is to be understood: to 
*“ be granted. If these terms are accepted, 
they must be fulfilled by sun-rise. to-mor- 
‘* row morning, and the garrison are to: leave 
‘¢ their arms in the fort, and marchoutuns | 
‘* armed.” —That these terms, so degrading, 
so insulting, and so barbarous, ‘so unworthy 
of a British general to demand, and ofa Hindu 
prince to receive, not being complied. with, 
the said commander-in-chief, on the follow- 
ing day, proceeded, to attack: the said rae 
jah’s fort. —That the said rajah, having with- 
stood these attacks for several days, and being 
at last convinced of the hopelessness of resis- 
tance, awed by the terrible example of the 
rajah Bugwunt Sing, seeing no safety but in 
flight, justly averse to the ignominious sur- 
render of himself, his children, and his peo- 
ple, to his cruel, rapacious, and implacable 
enemies, and driven to despair by the. unre. 
lenting severity of his assailants, did, on t 


night of March 12, with his whole family 


| 

| 

: 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

ly 

ed 

of 

ate 

ay 

inj 

of 

pe 

ad, 

ble 

an, 

de, 

juis 

the 

and 

ters 

pos 

the 

of 

and 

sted 

he+ 

said 

ine | | 

bich 

nent 

nent 

t to 

eVae 
to 

hich | 

| 


for whose conduct he was responsible, or’ 
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and several’ thousands of his faithful followers, 
(as it is thus described in a letter. from the 
said commander-in-chief to the said marquis 


Wellesley ;) push out of ithe fort, with an 


** intention of forcing ‘their way through the 
‘* chain of posts by which they were sur- 
§* rounded; when they were immediately at- 
** tacked by the .advanced parties, and:pur- 
** sued for.4 miles with great slaughter : 
** Hunserage Sing, the.second son of the ra- 
jah, the rajah’s: Dewan, and of his. prin- 
cipal commanders, being among the killed ; 
** and the number of fell 
bei family and 
of the rajah being thus in- 


‘humanely -massacred, and himself driven 


from ‘his home and his country with the 
fest, ‘his forts were taken possession of by 
the conquerors, and ll his estates and pro- 

of every kind confiscated. —T hatithus 
twas the said rajah Kakoor Addkeern, xemin- 
dar of ‘Cutchoura, a descendant of the an- 
cient princes of ‘Hindustan, after ‘being in- 
sulted with:the:most humiliating and barba- 
sous proposals, attacked by a powerful army 
jm bis own fortress, driven from the count 


where his ancestorshad for ‘many generations 
dived in princely grandeur, to wander -as an 
ontcast among strangers ; hisson, his dewan, 
bis commanders, and great numbers of his 


vassals, most wantonly and most.inhumanely 
massacred, and the rest dispersed or ‘taken 
captive; ‘his villages laid waste, his fields ra- 
vaged, his forts serzed,:and all’ his possessions 
forever wrested from ‘him, and confiscated 
forthe use ofihis avaricious, his unprincipled, 
acts and proceedings, so disgraceful to the 
British name, so openly in vidlation of all 
law, 60 repugnant to-justice, and so shocking 
to-humanity, «were committed towards per- 
sons:over whom the ‘said marquis Wellesley 
had no-just or-legal controul, from whom he 
Rad«no right to exaet allegiance, and who 
owed no obedience to his commands, but 
who were, in law-and-in fact, the subjects 
of the:nabob vizier of Oude ; the said mar- 
quis having most iniquitously extorted the 
eountties im which these deeds were acted, 
from that unfortunate and despoiled prince, 
and exerdising in it, in the name of the East- 
India Company, an unlawful, despotic, and 
usurped authority.—That, the said acts and 
proceedings been committed either 
by the said ‘marquis Wellesley himself, or-by 
persons whonrhe-had illegally appointed, and 


persons who acted under his orders, and for 


- ‘whose actions he was accountable ; and the 


said marquis having been regularly and 

informed of the said acts and Proce 
while:they were in the course of commission, 
and not only having never discountenanced; 


| prohibited, or censured them, but, onthe 


contrary, ‘having formally approved them, 
and publicly thanked those by whom: the 
were committed ; the, said marquis is i 
chargeable with all the said acts and p 


ings.—That, in all and singular of the above | 
tecited acts and proceedings, the said Richard | 


Colley marquis Wellesley has been wholly 


into ;'has daringly contemned the parliament; 
the king and ithe laws,.and dishonoured ‘the 
British nation and name ; and has therein beey 
guilty of high offences, crimes, and misdes 
meanours,” 
[Mrurrra Orricers’ Mr. Se 
cretary Windham said, that the estimates, 


relating to the pay of Militia Officers, went | 


to extend the same additional allowance 
subalterns in the militia, as to those in the 


'Y|regulars, But it was not proposed to.€xe 


tend this allowance to the field-officers of 
the militia: the reason of which was, 
that, from the constitution of the militig 
service, they were necessarily men.of cons 
siderable property, besides what arose,from 
their pay. He then moved for leave to 
bring in a bill, to. amend the acts of the 
42d of the king, as far as related to the pay 
of militia officers. - 

Sir W. Elford expressed ‘his astanishe 
ment, that so great a state-question, as 
whether the captains in the militia shquld 
be on:a different footing from those of the 

\period of the session, when most of 
the militia officers had retired’ from the 
house to their military avecations. Jtwas 
@ measure founded on this most unwarrar 
table principle, that, because men -filling 
official situations had private property; 
they shonid therefore forego ‘their .ofitial 
salary. But-he had not heard that it was 
ever proposed, that the duke of Bedford, 
for instance, should relinquish his official 
salary.as lord jieutenant of Ireland, becansé 
he possessed a large private fortune, Many 
of the field-officers of the militia were pos 
sessed of very moderate fortunes. He‘had 
belonged to that body for 20 


contributian. to the mess, and' by his houses 


uomindful of the solemn engagements of i 
duty to the East-India Company, to-hisso. | 
vereign, and to his country, by him entered | 


be brought. forward at.such 
a 


rs, and he 
by |had found ‘his .pay:fully exhausted by ‘his’ 


vent alone when on service: an extension ) 
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ofthe additional pay to those would, there- |\propose it at this late period of the session; ; 
fote prove acceptable; Every private} was not-very fitting. 
sitleman who entered the militia as an Mr. Windham stated, that this would not 
officer, gave up his-time to the service, and }/affect the officers now serving in the militias, 
was; in u great degree, incapacitated from | as they were not put-upon @ worse. footing 
attending'to bis private affairs. He*there-| than when they entered; and this went only 
fore-déprecated the measure as unconsti-|'so far as tosay, that they had no claim:ta 
tutional, and not founded on any analogy |'a participation in the:proposed increase.— 
withwhat took’place as to individuals in|/But the learned gentleman objected to the 
other official situations. _ |principle, ‘Fhe principle, however, was 
Colonel: Wood: observed, that’ field-offi- what he had stated it to be. It wag 
» cers'in the’ militia must possess a, certuin not that the militia officers ought to have, 
f B degree’ of property in the country, and}no pay at all, but upon the plain and.ob- 
. therefore there was not the same reason for| vious one; that different kinds of service 
1 & ~ makingan addition to their pay, as for in~| ought to be differently rewarded. The pay, 
; creasing tlat:of field-officers in the regu-|it was true, had been the same hitherto : 
€ lufs, who were’ in general very differently | but was that a reason why it should not be - 
situated: pe varied if there should appear good cause 
i Mr. Percevat-contended, that the prin-|for it? A certain proportion had been esta» : 
A om of the measure went to shew, that} blished between the pay of officers of- dif 
ii ers.of the militia-skould have ‘no pay at | ferent ranks: but that, too, might be va- 
dll.—Leave:was then given to bring in the| ried, if there was reason for it.. As to the 
bill, which was accordingly brought up by | militia officers above a certain rank, they 
to the secretary at war, who moved that it be| must have private fertunes: and: could: it 
be read a. first time. ‘be contended, that, because you gave am 
we _ Sir W. Elford protested against the prin- | increase of pay to officers in the army,whose: 
of ciple of the bill, which would give.a death-| services must be acknowledged te be of a 
2s, blow to the’militia. — superior nature, who might have no private 
tia The Secretary at War said, that the no-| fortune, and might be obliged-to depend 
ai tice which he had given was, that an in-|solely on their pay for the establishment of 
7 crease of pay should be given only to offi-| their future lives, you ought, therefore, toal. 
to cers of a particular rank, and in certain | low the same increase to persons in circume 
he cases, as it was expressed in the bill. This| stances altogether different ? The thing was 
-wasnot exactly a measure for a general | preposterous on the faceofit. He thenad- 
y increase of pay, therefore the hon. baronet} verted to the additional expence which an 
bs might as. well complain that it was not ex~ | allowance of additional.pay to the superior 
tended'to colonels. militia officers, would occasion, and con- 
uld Mr. Perceval said, that, from what he} tended that this ought to be avoided, since 
the now understood the bill to be, it gave much | there was no necessity for it. Hee 
uch | greaterpowers:to ministers than what were} Lord Castlereagh said, that a badge of 
wr" necessary for the object which they had in| inferiority would thus be fixed upon the 
the view. ‘The law at present was, that the| militia officers, much more hurtful to their 
wi inilitia, as to pay, should be exactly on the} feelings than the want of the pay, and they 
oa same footing with the infantry in the re- | would consider this as a precursor of some 
ling gulars. But now it appeared that, incer-| future measure still further to degrade 
ay; tain cases, an increase was to be allowed|them. ‘The right hon. secretary himself 
seied tothe one and’ not to the other. But the| had recognised the principle of an equal 
wit particular object was to give the increase of} pay, by giving it to the subalterns. The 
ard pay: tothe militia subalterns, and to with-| militia captains might be equally in want 
scial hold it from the other officers. There was|of the pay, because the qualification re- 
no.such particular distinction, however, in| quired was only 200/. a year. The savi 
fanty the bill. Besides, the principle would-cer-| altogether would-not be more than 17,000/, 
poe pinly 0 this length, that no pay should| But, supposethe increase of pay should be 
be allowed to the superior militia officers | allowed to the captains, the savings then 
and the measure could not be would be quite trifling: The sum for the 
7 hi fended on any other ground. This might|increase of pay to the regular field-officers 
be a good principle, but it certainly was|was only 16,000/. The militia: were in 
Which deserved some consideration be-|numbers about one-third of the regulars, 
©) & fore it was established; and therefore to|and the saving would only be the third of 
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16,0000. » Be called upon the ‘noble ‘lord | 


opposite (Temple) to support the-cause of 
militia on thé’ present occasion, as he 
had: donetat former periods. 
Mr? ‘Aterander stated the influence which 
- ‘their situation gave to militia colonels, who 
possessed’advantages which could not be 
‘possessed by the regular colonels. 
“= Lord Castlereagh observed, that if the 
hon. gent. had looked at the estimate, he 
would have found that the additional pay 
did not extend to the colonels in either 


case. 
~ Lord Temple pressed bis wish that his 
hon. friend would reconsider his measure. 
Upon the principle which he had stated, 
- different parts of the army itself might have 
different claims. As to the colonels of mi- 
litia, they had no claim whatever. The 
field-officers had not much; but as to the 
eaptains, he must really insist upon the pay 
being extended to them, because if officers 
could not be found with the proper qualifi- 
cations, power had lately been given to ac- 
cept of them without, and many had been 
- therefore admitted without the qualification, 
Lord De Blaquiere hoped that there could 
be no difference of opinion as to the ne- 
cessity of extending the additional. allow- 
ance to the captains of militia. But he 
thought the distinction extremely invidious, 
even as applied to the field-officers. He 
was surprised that this period of the session 
should be chosen for the introduction of 
such a measure, when the militia officers 
had left their duty in this house, to go and 
discharge more pressing duties, and he 
hoped, therefore, that it would be recon- 
sidered. 
“Colonel Craufurd could not see why the 
measure should be objected to, except it 
was with a view to render his right hon. 
friend unpopular with the militia and volun- 
teers; a purpose in which the hon. gent. on 
the other side had laboured great per- 
‘severance, but he believed with little suc- 
cess. ‘The cavalry were excluded from this 
increase of pay, and so were the guards, 
 wpon the principle that they could go on 
well’ without any addition, while, in 
the cases where it was‘allowed, there was 
a necessity for it. It was to prevent me- 
ritorious officers from being put in prison, 
or being forced'to quit the service, from 
the absolute inability of existing upon their 
pay. If there was no complaint on ac- 
count of the cavalry and the guards, where 
* was the ground:for complaint in the case of 
the militia? soy? 24 


| the 35th of the king to the petty officers, 


General Tarleton knew, from his 
‘observation, that the militia were brought 
to avery high state of discipline, and thig 
was owing to the officers, They were fit, - 
to combat with any. regular troops against 
any enemy whatever ; and when there was 
so'much merit on the part of the o 

‘it was hard to make this invidious distine. 
tion.—The bill was then ordered to be'read: 
a second time the next day.—Sir C, Pole, 
pursuant to notice, moved for leave to | 
bring in a bill to extend. the advantages of 


seamen, and marines, in the navy, by enae — 
bling them to allot part of their wages to | 
the support of their wives and families, | 
‘Leave given. The- bill was then brought 
up, read a first, and ordered to be read a 
second time the next day.—The nabob of 
| Arcot’s Debts bill was reported, and ordered, 
to be read a third time the next day. 
[Votunrzer Orricers’ Rawk Bru] 
On the motion of Mr. Windham, the 
house resolved itself into a committee on 
the Volunteer Officers’ Rank bill: 
Mr. Alderman Combe, following up. the 
principle, for which he had formerly:con- 
tended, that rank should not be taken 
from those who already enjoyed it, moved 
that the words ‘ shall have been” should 
be left out, for the purpose of inserting 
the words “ shall hereafter be.” The effect 
of this would be, that the provisions of 
the bill would extend only to those who 
might hereafter become colonels of volun 
Mr. H. Addington said, that he had no 
unpleasant feelings whatever at the idea of 
being commanded, in case of his corps bes 
ing called out for service, by any regular 
field-officer. On the contrary, he was glad 
that he was relieved from the responsibility 
that might attach to him, in case it should 
have been his fortune to have commanded 
a field-officer of the regulars, ‘This was the 
feeling of every volunteer colonel. with 
whom he had conversed on the. subject. 
Mr. S. Bourne said, that it was a very 
different thing to consider whether this 
rank ought to have been given originally, 
and to take it away when given. This was 
not anew thing. It existed when the right 
hon, gentleman was secretary at war. The 
highest rank at present was. lieutenant-co- 
lonel; but then there were full colonels of 
volunteers, with the rank of regular colo~— 
nels inthe army. But suppose there should 
be a regular major in a volunteer corps,iit 


might turnout, that,..in case. of act 
1 
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ferior officers in the army. 


_ and in other places, no inconvenience had 


_ turn their backs, but they might be too 


_ stead of being degraded. 


Of course, could not be competent to take 


the. major might command his 
own colonel. Old officers in the volun- 
teers might, also, be commanded by in- 


Lord Temple explained, that there was 
no danger of a major commanding his own 
colonel, as bis rank was like brevet rank in 
the army, and not in the particular regi- 


ment. 

' General Tarleton contended, that no evil 
whatever could result, from allowing the 
volunteer officers to retain their rank. 
The guards enjoyed a different rank from 
the other parts of the army; yet, though 
they had served in America, in Flanders, 


been felt——they had been brigaded by them- 
selyes. The militia, the volunteers, and 
the army, might go on in the same manner 
‘without jealousy. He would mix them all 
without any apprehension. He would have 
no apprehension that the volunteers would 


fash. How was this to be corrected? By 
discipline. The country would have to re- 
gret the retarding of the discipline of the 
volunteers by the measures of the right 
hon. gent. If they had been permitted to 
have gone on, they would have been fit for 
any duty. 

- Sir. C. Price said, that, in every step 
taken with regard to the volunteers, some- 
thing was done to degrade them. He ad- 
verted to the manner in which the volun- 
teers had at first come forward, and thought 
that they deserved to be complimented in- 


- Lord De Blaquiere approved of the bill, 
and thought that. serious mischief would 
arise in the moment of service, unless its 
provisions were adopted. It would not 
then be proper that the volunteers should 
bé commanded by those who had never 
seen service. An hon. general had talked 
of the guards, but they had commanded 
up to their rank in the army, and no in- 
Coavenience arose from this circumstance. 
«Mr. Secretary Windham could not ima- 
#be it to be seriously meant, that officers 
tanking as colonels of volunteers could 
any offence. at being, in case of ac- 


tual service, obliged to act under the.com- | upon 


mand of officers in the line of inferior rank. 

Field.officers of volunteers might be very 

respectable men, aud very worthy charac-_ 

ters, but then they were not military men 

mM the technical sense of the word; and, 

® superior command of troops in actual 
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service, over the heads of men, who had 
devoted their whole lives to the military 
profession, and were radically and experi- 
mentally instructed in the profession of 
arms. Would any gentleman, who hap- 
pened to be on board a man of war, or who 
held an employment of high rank in the. 
civil department of the navy, take offence 
because he was not thought competent to 
take the conmmdnd of a ship or squadron, 
in preference to a sailor regularly bred to 
the profession? Would any gentleman. of 
the highest academic attainments, and po= 
litical experience, take offence at being 
thought incompetent to assume the post of 
a law. officer of the crown? In a word, 
could any man, not bred to a particular 
profession, feel himself offended at being 
thought less competent to take a lead in 
that profession, than a man who had beew 
regularly bred to it? And yet this was the 
kind of circumstance, at which, in every 
other case, it would be absurd and ridicu~ 
lous to conceive offence, which was now 
termed an insult to the officers of volun 
teers, without considering that such an are 
rangement as that contended for, in case 
of actual danger, might be attended with 
the very worst consequences, even under. 
the command of the most valiant field-offi- 
cer of volunteers, that that branch of the 
service could possibly afford. Courage 
and zeal formed. only one part of the qua- 
lification for command; experience and 
technical knowledge were, to the full, as 
necessary. ‘The worthy alderman was ready 
to admit it was very right that the principle 
should be adopted with volunteer field- 
officers to. be hereafter appointed; but 
that the alteration might not take place in 
réspect to those already appointed. Why 
then, if it was right it should never be 
done hereafter, surely it would have been 
equally right if the thing bad never been 
done. In-admitting the former principle, 
gentlemen acknowledged the latter; and, 
therefore, it was better, even late, to cor+ 
rect an error, which was’ admitted to be 
one, before any mischief accrued from it, 
An hon. and learned gent. (Mr. Perceval) 
had assumed a good deal of merriment 
a former occasion,. on the circums 
stance of his (Mr. Windham’s) having pro- 
cured himself a colonel’s command of wo- 
lunteets in a cofps without any other 
officers ; but this, like many other of that 
gentleman’s' merry or serious arguments, 
was founded in gross misconception. It 
was true, be bad been appointed to the 
3X 
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office of a volunteer colonel in some corps 
in his aeighbourhood; but it was an ap- 
pointment not of his clivice or. seeking 5 
besides, he never knew that the corps al. 
luded to, the Felbrig volunteers, ‘bad not 


the same proportion of subalteru officers, |) 


as other corps of the like description. 

' Mr. Perceval had only argued from the 
fact, as it appeared by the papers on the 
table; and if there was a thistake, it was 
Owing to his friendsin office. The corps, 
however, was as good a corps as one without 
officers could be expected to be. He believed 
it had not even a constable, but it appeared 


that at the time the right hon. gent: knew} 


so little about his own corps; that it was 


not till aow he was enabled to correct the} 


mistake. But the right hon. gent. did not 
adopt his own principle to its full exteat, 
otherwise it would apply to the’ militia. 
He ought rather to have recalled. the com- 
missions of the volunteer colonels. He 
was now reducing them to the very thing 
which he bad described them to be. | They |. 
were now really ‘the painted cherries.” 
Nathing could lower the officers more, in 
the eyes. of the couutry, than allowing 
them title of colonels, without the ef- 
fective rank. . 

- Mr. Long said, that. if the right hon, 
gent. favoured the volunteers, they were 
very ungrateful, for they did not give him 
eredit for it. He asked, whether there 


were any regulations for doing away the/ 


allowances of pay and clothing, as it was 
understood: to be the intention .to 
the volunteers to moulder away? 
General Tarleton thought that if the vo- 
lunteer officers had eagerly put themselves 
forward, there might be some ground for 
the measure ; but a lieutenant Bayley, who} 
had served at the Havannah with great ap- 
plause, and who now commanded a. corps 
of 4000 volunteers, had’ modestly stood | 
aside when they were inspected. Of this 
corps, captain Gore, whose services in A- 
~ merica would be well remembered, was the 
major ; nasl, yet these men were to be de- 
coMr. C. Wynne that these were 
officers of experience, shay were parti- 
 ealar exceptions. It would. be unpleasant 
in time of service for inexperienced volun- 
teer officers to. command regular field-offi- 
cers, and this feeling had been expressed by 
the cvlonel of the: light-horse volunteers, 
‘in whose favour an .exception might be 
Ryder, wished, that ‘the right 
joe had condescended to auswer his hon. 
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friend's question as to the pay and clothitigy: 
it might be ‘necessary tu. have a'clear uns) 
derstanding on this'point,. with.a view 
the subject which was to come on the nae 
day: 
Mr. Windham “that. there ‘was 
occasion for his answering what he‘had> 
stated over and over again, especially as! 
the question was asked with a view to the! 
motion of the next day, the nature ' of 
which had not been communicated tw him, 
nor to the house. This might be a strataq/ 
gem of war against his majesty’s ministers,’ 
but it was not very candid to the house. © | 
Mr. Long cousidered it hard that he! 
should sufer for the fault of another..: 
Mr. Windham said, that he certainly had: 
no inclination to answer, merely on 
count of the motion for the next day} but! 
he had before distinctly stated, that the 
‘pay and clothing. was not to: be: allowed’ 
such volunteers.us should enter in future,! 
—The amendment was then negatived. | 
Boncer.] On the ‘motion of 
lord Morpeth, it was ordered, that the seve- 
ral Accounts and Papers, which’ have béen 
presented to the house in this session of 
parliament, relating to the Revenues of 


4the East-India Company, be referred ‘to 


the consideration of a committee of the 
whole house, ‘I'he hause having accord- 
ingly resolved itself into the said commit? 
tee, Mr. Hobhouse inthe chair, 
Lord Morpeth rose, in consequence ‘of 
the notice he had given, to submit to the 
consideration of the house, a statement of 
‘the financial affairs. of the, East-India com 
pany, @ subject at all.times of high im 
portance to this country, but never morte 
so at any period than at the present mo- 
ment. In all the wide-extended afiairs of 
| government, there was not one which more 
peculiarly called for the -vigilant superim 
tendance and scrutiny of parliament, than 
‘the system of finance, upon .which so ma- 
terially depended the permanent prosperity 
of any goverument; and, though the states 
ment he should this day have the honour to 
sabmit to thecommittee, would not be ofa , 
nature so very flattering as had been madé 
of late years, by some of his predecessors il. 
the department he bad the honour to: fillj 
yet having devoted the short period, sines: 
ne had filled his present situation, in ene. 
deavouring, with the utmost assiduity, to 
make himself acquainted with the real 
state of the company’s affairs, both at home 
and in India,..with respect to their:.debty 
their revenues, and commerce, as well as 


the various charges upon their government 


‘ 
‘ ” 


and'trade in all its departments, he should 
Jay before the committee” the most clear 
and candid . statement. he was enabled to 
_ make ; leaving it fur the committee to de- 
‘cide upon: the tenour of that statement, 
and the motions he should have the honour 
of founding thereon. He felt it unneces- 
sary to trespass longer-upon the attention 
of the committee, and should now proceed 
to his proposed detail, referring to the do- 
cuments on the table, in support of the 
‘several points of his statement. The noble 
lord then proceeded to a detail of the seve- 
ral items to which: he alluded; of which 
items the following is a comprehensive and 
accurate view: ; 
BENGAL. . 
No. 1.—Excluding’ the Re- 
- yenues of the Ceded Provinces in 
Oude on accountof their intermixture 
with the Arrears of Suhsidy in some 
of the years, and the variation inthe | 
_mode of statement in the last year, 
and, taking the Company’s fixed an- 
cient Revenues alone, theaverage in 
the three years in this statement 
amounts to - 
Which exceeds the average on the 
three years one year back ~ 
No. 3: Estimated for 1803-4 - 
Actual Amount - a 
Less than Estimate 
Cuane es, No, 3.—Estimated for 1803-4 
Actual Amount - - 
More than Estimate 
_ Add deficiency of Revenue to excess 
of Charge, the Net Revenue is less’ 
than estimated, by ~ 
And the Net Revenue for 1803-4 is 
ESTIMATES for 1804-5, 
Revenves, No. 1 
Cuarczs,No.2 - - 
Net Revenue 
Revenves estimated more than actual 
1803-4 
Cnancus estimated more re then ditto - 
‘ Net Revenue, estimated for 1804-5, 
less than preceding year 
MADRAS. 
Revenves—Excluding the Revenues of 
Arcot and of the Provinces ceded by 
the Nizam on account of the early 
years, being in part. Subsidy and in 
part Revenue Collections, the average 
receipts on the years] 801-2 to 1803~4, 
as by No. 4, is = 2,965,199 
” Being less than the average of thethree 
years 1800-1 to 1802-3, inthe sumof 49, 49,102 
Revenvss, No, 6.—-Estimated for 1803-4 895 
‘Actual amount - 4,653,401 
Less than Estimate 235,494 
No. 6.—Estimated for 1803-4 5,018,157 
Actnal emount . - 6,136,845 


More than Estimate 1,118,688 


6,166,581 


337,692 
8,064,981 
$.060,993 

3,983 
5,066,940 
5,434,291 

367,351 


371,339 
2,626,702 
= 8,167,792 
5,956,208 

2,211,584 


106.799 
521,917 


415,118 
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Add deficiency of Revenve to excess 
'. of Charge, the Net Charge is more 
than estimated, by) ~ 1,354,18? 


And the Net Charge for 1803-4 9s - 1,489,444 . 


ESTIMATES, 
Revenues, No. 4. - 


Cuarcss, No. 5. - 


Net Charge 
Revenwes estimated morethan actual of 
1803-4. - - 
Cuarcss estimated leas than ditto 
Net Charge estimated for! 804-5 
less than preceeding year - 


BOMBAY. 
Revenves, No. 7.—An adjustment of 
these Revenues, as of those of the 
other Presidencies, shou'd have been 
made on account of the addition to 
the two Jast years, by Treaty and. 
Conquest. As the amount is not 
specified, the average must be stated © 
on the gross receipts on the years 
1801-2 to 1803-4, it amounted to - 
Which exceeds the average 1800-T to 
1802-3, excluding a small receipt 
from the Ceded Countries - _ 99,0208 
Ravenves, No. 9.—Estimated for 1603-4 “518,575 
Actual Amount - 558, 650 


More than Estimate ~ 40,073 075 
Cuarezs, No. 9.—Estimated for 4803-4 1,478,881 8,381 
Actual Ameant - 1,642,978 

More than Estimate . 164,097 

Deduct Excess of Revenue from Excess 
of Charge, the Net Charge is more 
than estimated, by - ~ 


And the Net o—- of the year 
1803-4 is - - 1,084,528 


Revenves, No.7 - 31,392 
Cuaxces, No. 8 1,873,933 
Net Charge 1,142,542 
Revenues estimated more tizan actual, 
1803-4 - 
Charges estimated than ditto 
Net Chargeestimated for 1804-5, more 
than preeeding year ys 


BENCOOLEN and other SETTLEMENTS. 

No, 10, A.—Revenues of Fort Marlbro’ 
in the year 1802-3 + 
Charges of ditte - 

‘ Net Charge 108,147 
Suprcizs from Bencac to Fort 
Penane, &c. estimated for 1803-4 - 212,628 
No, 18.—Actual Amount - - 

More than estimated 


No. 1 safle estimated for 1804-5 


GENERAL VIEW. 
Result of the Year 1803-4 collectively. _ 
Revenves— Bengal by No. 3 8,060,993 
Madras 6 4,653,401 
Bombay 9 558,650 


Total Revenues 


5,925 
716,816 


722,743 


408,062 


124,022 


13,273,044 


| - 4,659,326 
| 760,703 
| 
| 
287,680 
| 


1047} 


Cuances—Bengal, by No.3 5,434,291 
_ Madras, 6 6,136,845 ‘ 
Total Charges 
Net Revenue of the three Presidencies 
Deducted from Supplies to OI. 
re. by No. 18 
Leaves a Net Chena: of 
Add Interest, &c. paid on the 
_ Debts at Bengal, by No.18- 957,727 
_ Madras, 19 334,179 
Bombay, 20 ¥242,852 


19,214,114 
56,930 
304,056 
245,196 


- Total Interest 


The Total amounting to 
is the Sum in which the Charges and 
Interest exceeded the Produce of the - 
Territoria! fevenues. 

From which aeduct the Amount of the 
Sales of Imports, by No. 15 

The Remainder 
Shews the Amount in which, in the 
year 1803-4, the Resources from Re- 
venue and Sales of [ports were in- 

’ sufficient to defray the Charges, and 
the Interest on the Debts. 

Amount advanced for the purchase of 
Investments, Payment of Commercial 
Charges and in aid of China— - 

At Bengal, by No.18 1,380,855 
Macras, 19. 706,771 
Bowbay, 20° 193,844 
Fort. Marlbro’ 22 39,014 


Total Advancesfor Investments 2,320,48-: 


Cargoes corisigned to Europe, in 1803-4, 
with Charges by No. 22 - 1,674,645 


GENERAL VIEW. 
Result of the Estimaves for the Year 1904-5, col- 
lectively. 
Ravexore—Bengol, by No.1 8,167,792 
Madras, -4 659,326 
Bombay, 731,391 

Total Revenues — 13,558,509 
Cuaxcrs—Bengal, by No. 2 5,956,208 
_ ‘Madras, 5 5,420,029 
Bombay, 1,873,933 

Total Charges 13,250,170 

Net Revenue of the three Presidencies 308,339 


1,779,884 


1,124,403 


Dedacted from on debe, by 
$1,754,843 
The mse then remaining 1,734,184 
is the Amount in which the Charges. 
and Interest are estimatid to exceed | 
the Revenues. 
Deduct Amount estimated to be re- 
ceived on the of 
602,993 


Noi5 
“The Remainder 1,131,191 
isthe Améunt in which the Charges 


® This Sum includes 140,4367. paid the Commis- 
sioners of the Sinking Fund for nterest on the Se- 


curities in their Hands. 
+ Includes 166,454/. payable to the Commissio- 


ners of the Sinking 


1,534,758 | 


655,481 
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of Government and Interest on the 
Debts are estimated to exceed the Re- 
sources expected to be devived from 
the territorial Revenues, andfrom the 
Sales of Imports, in the year 1804-5. 


DEBTS IN INDIA. 
Amount stated, to April1803 21,881,571 
Deduct in the hands of the 
Commissioners of the 
Sinkiug Fund 


Net Amount of Dehts, on the 
. 80th April, 1803 
Amount on 30th April, 1804, 
by No. 14, of present Ac- 
‘count - 25 936,065" 
Deduct Sinking Fund, as a- 

bove 2,800, 036 


Net Amount of Debts on 
Suth April, 1804 
Increase 


DEBTS BEARING INTEREST. 
Amount in April 1803 - 18,712,933 


| Deduct in the hands of the 


Commissioners of the 
Sinking Fund - 1,686,917 


Net Amount of Debts bear- 
ing Interest on 30th bith 
3803 

‘Amount on 30th April 1804, 
hy No. 16 21,276,466 

Deduct Sinking | Fund, as a- 
bove 2,244,532 


Net Amount of Debts, bear- 
ing Tuterest on 50th 
1804 

{nerease of Debt bearing 
Inierest . 

Amount of Interest 
on Debt owing, in. April 
1803 

Deduct Interest onSecari ties 
in.the hands of the Come 
missioners of the 
Fund 


1,574,012 


126,360 
Net Amountof Interest pay- 
able on Debt owing 30% 
April, 1803 
Amount payable on pert, ia in 
April 1804, by No. 16 - 
Deduct Sinking Fund, as a- 
bove’ 


1,754,843 
166,454 


Net Amount of Interest, 
payable on Debt, owing 
30th April, 1804 

Increase of Interest payable» 


ASSETS IN INDIA. 
Coprsisting of Cash, Goods, 
Stores, &c, in Aprit 1803 14,630,971 
Deduct Balance and Securie - 
ties in hands of Commis- 
stoners ofthe SinkingFund 


Net Amountof Assets on the 


| 1903 


_ 2,012,348 


19,869,283 


1,447,651 


| 
2,666,984 
4 
| 19,031,994 | 


31 


{es 


» Making the Net difference, 


Deducting Increase of Assets from In- 
erease of Debts, the State of the 
Company’s Affairs, in this view, is 

_ worse in April 1804, than in April 
1803, in the Sum of 


HOME ACCOUNTS. 


Amiount 


of Sales in 1804-5. 
“Less than the Year preceding 
The Sales of the Company’s 
Goods were less by - 
The Sales of Private-Trade 
Goods were moreby - 


380,876 
609,991 
229,115 


as above. 980,876 


The Sales of the Company’s Goods were 

“The actual Amount was 
Being less than estimated - 

The Receipts on the Sales of the Com- 
_ pany’s Goods were estimated at - 


They actually amounted to - 


Being less than estimated 
The Charges and Profit on Private 
Trade were estimated to amount to - 
The actual Amount was - 
Being less than estimated 


GENERAL RESULT, 
Yrom the disappointment in the Pro- 
duce of.the Sales, with a large Pay- 
ment in Bonds by the Purchasers, and 


from a greater Expenditure on Ac- 


count of India and China than first 
intended, the Deficit would have ap- 
ared in the Cash Balance of this 
ear to a considerable Amount ; but 
the Sum borrowed from Government, 
8 Loan from the Bank, and an Issue 
ef Company’s Bonds, have so opera- 
ted, that the Ba!ance of Cash estima- 
ted to remain in favour of the Come. 
pany on the Ist of March, 1805, to 
was found, by the actual A ts of 
the Year to be - ~ - 
which was less than estimated, by the 
Sum of by - 
‘ HOME ACCOUNTS. 
Estimate, 1805—6, 
No. 23—Sale of the Company’s Goods 
: to amount to - - 
Generac 

_ Notwithstanding the Receipts from the 
Sales are estimated much higher than 
the Actual of the last Year, and the 
Expectation is stated of a Payment 
by Government of a Million, the va- 
rious Demands upon the Treasury are 


sogrest for Freight and Demorage, 
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; Consisting as above, on 30th es 
April 1804, ye. 17,252,399 
Deduct Sinking ,asa-- 
hove - - 2,800,056 
Net Amount of Assets, on 
30th April, 1804. = 14,452,343 
‘Increase of Assets - 1,833,720 


833,264 


8,044,392 


6,868,700 
5,267,578 


1,601,122 


6,598,496 
5,730,133 


868,363 


1 50,000 
90,536 


59,464 


157,634 
12,020 


145,614 


6,301,414 


the Repayment ta Government of &. 
500,000/; borrowed in the last Year, 

and on other Accounts, that the Ba- 
lance on thelst March, 1806, isestima- 
ted to be against the Company in the 


Destsat Hous. 
On the Ist March, 1804 - - 4,788,865 
No. 23, on the ist March, 1805 -. 6,012,196 
Increase - . 1,223,331 

Assets at Home, 

On the Ist-Mareh, 1804 - 19,168,736 
No. 23, on the Ist March, 1805 ad 20,412,659 
Increase - 4,273,923 


Deducting the Increase of Debt from : 
the Increase of Assets, the Home ' 
. Concern exhibits, in thisview, an Im- 
provement in the Year amounting to - 
CHINA and ST. HELENA, 
Balance at China, on 31st 
January, 1803, against - 260,000 
Balance at China, on 29th 
January, 1804, in favour, 


Increase at China 

Balance at St. He- : 

lena on 30th Sept. 

1802, in favour - 105,194 
Balance at St. He- ~ 

lenaon 30th Sept. 

1803, in favour, — 

Ne.24 - - 105,382 


Increase at St. Helena 168 


Total Increase at China and 
St. Helena - - 445,478 


GENERAL COMPARISON of DEBTS and 
ASSETS, 

Increase of Debts in India -° - 2,666,984 

Increase of Debts at Home - = 1,223,331 

Total Increase of Debts 3,890,315 


Increase of Assets in India 1,833,720 
Increase of Assets at Home 1,273,923 


3,107,643 

Add—Net Increase of Ba- 
lance at Chiaa and St. 
Helena - 


50,592 


? 


443,478 


Total Increaseof Assets 


3,551,181 
Deducted from the Inerease of Debt, 
will shew a Deterioration to have ta- 
ken place on the whole Concern in’ 
this view, during the Years 1803-4 
Abroad, and 1804-5 at Home, to the 
Amount of - 
Add—Amount received in 
India, and included in the 
Quick Stock there, dated 
April 30, 1804, which 
formed part of the Car- 
goes afloat Outwards, in 
the Assets at Home ” 
Goods in the Export Ware- 
houses in [ndiaon the30th 
April, 1804, arrivedin En- 
gland, and included im 


959,196 


62,836 


4051] 
966,112 


The Amount of the Deterioration will 
then be - 
The Assets at ‘Home axhibited an In. 
‘crease in Value during the Year, in 
the Sumof 442,192/. from the Inser- 
__ tion of the Atnount of the Claims of 
_ the Company on'the Public, ithaving 
been caiculated before it was under 
the Consideration of Parliament. As 
this Branch of the Concern is under 
Examination, upon Principles, recom- 
mended by a Committee of the House 
ef Commons; which will lessen its - 
- Amount, a further considerable Ad- 
justment will hereafter be requisite. 


“ABSTRACT of ADDITIONAL ACCOUNTS. 
1805.—GeneralV iew of Estimates, 1805-6, 


Revenuesof Bengal 3,763,220 
Madras 4,774,296 
Bombay 017 


Total Revenues 14,279,533 
Charges of Bengal 7,415,370 
Madras 5 63051 82 
Bombay 1,580,292 


Total Charges 14,645,844 


Net Charge of the three Presidencies 
Add—Supplies to Sencosen, Prince of 
Wales’ Island, &e. 
Total Charge 

Add further—TInterest on 
the Debts - - 
Anterest payable to Com- 

* missioners of Sinking 
Fund, on Securities re- 
deemed - - - 


366,311 


266,800 
633,111 


1,823,040 


195,188 
Total Interest 

‘Total Excess of Charge beyond the 
Produce of the Revenues, as esti- 
mated for the Year 1805-6 - 2,651,939 
exclusive of Commercial Charges 
not added to the Invoices, amount- 
ing to 199,806. - 


2,018,828 


DEBTS IN INDIA. 
Amount of Debt, 30thApril, 


, 1804, by No. 16 - 25,336,263 
Deduct in the hands of the 

Commissioners of the. 

Sinking Fund - - 2,800,056 


Net Amount of Debts 

on 20th April, 1804 
Amount_as to Bengal, Ja- 
nuary 1805, and “Madras 
and Bombay, 30th April,- 
1505+ 28,197,499 
Deduct, Sinking Fund, asa- 
bove - - 3,151,065 


22,536,207 


Net Amount of Debts ; 
in 1805 o- - 25,046,436 


Increase 2,910,227 
DEBTS BEARING INTEREST. ; 


Amgent in April 1804, by 


Deduet, in the hands of the 


Amount on 30thApri!, 1805, 
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Commissioners of - 
Sinking Fund - - - 2,245,592 


Net Amount of Debts 
‘bearing Interest on é 
30th April, 1804 19,051,994 
generally - 24,221,706 

Deduct Sinking Fund, as a- 

Net Amount of Debts 
bearing Interest on 
30th April, 1805. 

Increase 

Amount of Interest payable 
on the Debt owing on 30th 
April, 1804, by No..16 - 

Deduct Interest on Securi-' 
ties in the hands of the 
Commissioners of the 
Sinking Fund - 


21 


Net Amount of Interest 
payable on Debt ow- 
ing onZ0th April, 1804 
Amount payable on Debt in 
April 1805. - - 2,017,358 
Deduct Sinking as a-. 


bove 195,788 


Net Amount of Interest 

payable on Debt ow- 
ing on 30th April, ¥ 
1805 - - 1,821,976 
_ Increase of Interest payable 
His lordship, on the whole, did not think 
he went too far, when he said, that, in his 
opinion, the deficiency or excess of charge 
could not be taken at Jess than $ millions, 
The debts, bearing interest in India, he was 
aware, there might be danger of having called 
in, though the directors had the power of pto- 
tracting the payment for sometime. Should 
this be the case, some extraordinary means 
might be necessary to be resorted to$ but 
of this there was no immediate appéar 
ance. It might be expected that he should 
be able to give some account of the mep 
sures proposed to be adopted for roe al 
the expenditure in India. It was wel 
known, that government had lately been 
pretty much employed in devising measures 
of reform in the public expenditure, but it 
was deemed more expedient to wait tillit was 
seen how far any schemes of the kind were 
practicable, before they should be gone into 
as to India. -It would be the duty of the 
commissioners, for Indian affairs, to call 
the attention of parliament to this subject, 
at as early a period as possible. It was:not 
his intention to trouble the committee 0 
the subject of the treaties with Scindea or 
Ikar, nor did he think himself even calh 
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ed'onto give any opinion on’ that subject. 


the house against any apprehension they) 
He-knew it was the opinion of others, that 


might otherwise have entertained, that the. 


these treaties honourable: to-the Bri- 
tish character, and calculated to preserve 
pacific dispositions in India, On tho whole. 
though: he admitted that the financial de- 
partment ‘in India did not wear the most 
cheerful, aspéct, and although he would be 
the last person in the world to raise sanguine 
hopes,’ which were not likely to be realised, 
stilt he thought it would. be wrong to give 
any sanction to unmanly despondency. 
Qur resources in the East were great, and, 
by proper management and economy, might 
still be-brought to answer our highest ex- 
pectations. He did not speak of that eco- 
nomy which would teach us to withhold a 
reward from merit, or to retreuch in the 
becoming grandeur of the executive go- 
vernment—economy which only tended to 
defeat the objects which it had in view— 
but that economy, which would teach us to 
act on principles: of moderation, justice, 
and eqtitys His lordship concluded. by 
moving his first resolution, shewing the re- 
venues of the provinces in Oude in 1803-4. 
On the question being put, . 

«!Mr. Johnstone; expressed the high satis- 
faction which he felt at the fair and candid 
manner, in which the noble lord had made 
his statement. He heartily concurred with 
the noble lord in the importance of the 
subject, of which, notwithstanding the house 
had uniformly treated it with so much indif- 
ference, the attendance that night furnished 
an additional proof. He could not, how- 
ever, help thinking that the noble lord was 
himself somewhat to blame, in having so 
long delayed bringing forward the subject, 
thepapers necessary to make the statements 
having been in this,.country for nearly 
twelve months ; and it having been promi- 
sed, in the month of February last, that 
the attention of the house should be spee- 
dily called to them. In looking at the ac- 
counts, which were as full and distinct as 
could well be expected, he could not help 
remarking, that though the periodto which 
they ‘applied was a period of war, a great 
part of the increase was for civil charges, 
He thought, without withholding any due 
reward trom meritorious services to the 
company, the expences in the civil esta- 
blishment imight be greatly reduced. He 
hoped,, with tie noble lord, that we should 
always. observe moderation and ggod faith 
m. our conduct ‘with th, neighbouring 
states ; but, what. goncern,that..could have 


in; Wiminisning ovr expences, jye could 


conceive. - ‘The noble lord had, guarded 


splendour of the executive government ini ‘ 
India: should be diminished. .What did: 
this mean? He could understand ‘such an: 
observation, if applied to the monarchies: 
of Europe;.but he contended that’all our: | 
acquirements, all our wealth,; and all our. 
character in India, were obtained, without 
the least idea. of maintaining any of the 
splendour alluded to by the noble. lord. 
‘He considered, and he believed that.it was- 
generally considered, that the conduct of: — 
sir George Barlow, in the conclusion of thé, 
treaties, and in the economical regulations: 
which he had instituted, was highly meri- 
torious ; and it surely would have been be-> 
coming in his majesty’s ministers to. have: 
allowed him to carry into effect the arrange-- 
ments which he had commenced. » He de- 
tailed the circumstances attending the ori-, 
ginal appointment of sir,G. Barlow to the: 

governor-generalship of India, with his sub- _ 
sequent recall; and contended, that the 
fact on which his, majesty’s ministers had 
proceeded, was intended to apply only to 
extreme cases, of which this was not one. 
\For 22 years, it had never been deemed ad-. 
viseable to exercise the prerogative which — 
‘the act established, The first appointment: 
of sir G, Barlow, on the part of his majes-’ 
‘ty’s ministers, was a deliberate action. Re- 
fusing him whom the first miuister of ‘the: 
crown (Mr. Fox) had formerly described as 
the man best calculated to be: entrusted: 
with the government of India, (Mr Francis,) 
they appointed sir G. Barlow. Notwith- 
standing that his measures even anticipated 
the hopes and expectations of his eni- 
ployers, he was, in twelve days afterwards, 
‘superseded without the shadow of a cause, 
He had heard it stated, that this removal 
took place because sir G. Barlow was a sere 
vant of the company. However he might 
feel the propriety of placing a man of rank’ 
and consequence at the head of the govern- 
meut in India, in preference to one who 
might be better acyuainted with the details 
of business; yet he thought that this. prin- 
ciple might be pushed too far. If ever 
there was a case in which it ought to have 
been departed from, it was that on which 
he was speaking. He had also been told; 
that sir G. Barlow was recalled, because he 
did not possess the personal confidence of 
ministers. Two noble lords, however, un- 
der whose administration tie British in- 
terests: in India bad flourished; the. 
highest degree ; he meant, lord Macartney,’ 
snd iord Cornwallis; did not, he beheveu, 
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much of the personal .confidence 
_ of the administrations, which existed \in 
England during the period of their govern- 
ment. Another whimsical reason for this 
recall, which, when he coupled it with 
some other extraordinary statements on 
different subjects, almost made him con- 
clude, that: the brain of the right hon. 
’ gent., who had used it, was full of para-, 
doxes: Sir G. Barlow was a most zealous 
orter of the government in India, 
_ which that right hon. gent. approved; but he 
thought fit to remove him, lest the court of 
directors, who disapproved of that governu- 
ment, might, on that account, hereafter dis- 
. like sir G. Barlow, although they had hi- 
therto approved of all his acts. The state- 
ment of the accounts, by the noble lord, 
ted a gloomy picture: he hoped, 
that by care and attention, on the part of 
our government, it might yet assume a 
more lively aspect. 
Lord Henry Petty replied to the obser-| 
vations of the hon. gent., who had not, he 
_ ‘presumed to say, read the act of 1784 with 
attention, or he would have seen that the. 
interpretation which he and others attempt- 
ed to put upon it was unfounded. For, in 
the same clause in which the power of re- 
calling a governor was vested in the direc- 
tors, it was also vested in his majesty and 
council; but this seemed to have been 
overlooked by the hon. member, who con- 
demmed the exercise of a power which was ' 
necessary to maintain the pre-eminence of 
the present state. That hon. member 
would have a dependent state governed 
without being subject to controul, and-yet 
his brain was unwilling to admit paradoxes. 
It was asserted by the hon. member, that 
this power of recall was quite new and ex. 
traordinary; and that it never had been 
exercised before, since 784; but it seemed 
to be forgotten, that the same power had 
been before exercised by the directors. Yet 
it excited no complaint. But when his 
_ Majesty ventured to use his undoubted pre- 
Fogative, some gentlemen appeared to be 
anxious to raise a clamour agaist it, and, 
truly, because ministers thought proper to 
appoint a man of their own choice. But 
was any thing more natural than that the 
administration of the sovereign’s govern- 
ment should choose agoverner for any of the 
dependencies in whom they could confide? 
Were they not, by the statute of 17 84, armed 
with that power? and did not their ‘duty 
call upon them for the exercise of it? They 
‘were as responsible for the: ent of 
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‘of agovernorforthe other. The go 


India, as for that of Ireland; aad it would 


be as just to interfere with their appoiny 


ment of a viceroy for the one as with thy’ 
whose appointment had just taken place 
for India, would, he was persuaded, affonj 
general satisfaction; and this persuasion 
rested upon the belief that that noble lon 
would carry out with him. to India, thoy 
principles of moderation, economy, and4 


strict adherence to treaties, which the 


house had heard so distinctly laid dowy 
by his noble friend who opened the debate, 
and which formed the firmest basis of 
every good government. Under the admi 
nistration of such’principles, the noble lord, 
no doubt, however lamentable the deficien. 
cy at present might be; however much the 
hopes of the country, excited by the pro 
mises of the noble lord on the opposite 
bench (Castlereagh), had been disappointed; 
might still be able to restore the resources 
of India, and place its affairs on a regular, 
solid, and durable footing. | veg 
Lord Castlereagh maintained, that th 
tendency of the revenues of India was to 
augment in the manner and proportion 
which he had described to the house, and 


that his predictions were falsified by events | 


upon which it was impossible for any man 
to calculate, namely, by wars which be 
had not in his contemplation when’ he 
made the statement, to which the noble 
lord on the treasury bench referred. The 
noble lord vindicated the grounds upon 
which the late war in India was commen. 
ced, the manner in which it was conducted 
by marquis Wellesley, and also the term 
upon which it was concluded by sit G. Bar 
low. The removal of this deserving ind: 
vidual from the government of India, the 
noble lord condemned in the most unqualié 
fied terms, That sir G, Barlow’s charactet 
was the subject of universal praise, wat 
quite notorious, but he could adduce a tet 
timony to his merits, of the very highest 
order; for he could state that it was th 
express wish of lord Cornwallis, before he 
went to India, that when he should havé 
completed the object of his mission, sit@, 
Barlow should be appointed to succeed bitt 
in the government. What could be’ th 
object of ministers in discharging sit 
Barlow, so soon after his eppdinvatjil 
felt it impossible, upon any rational ground, 
to estimate. As to the debt of the Indis 
company in India, his wish was, ‘that it 
should travel home, and he was sute that 
their circumstances and credit. bert 


would be quite sufficient soou to dit 
Charge it, 
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Francis, after paying some compli- 
ments to the noble lord (Morpeth), for 


- the fairness and perspicuity with which he} 


had stated the result of the several accounts 
now before the house, addressed himseli 
to the chairman, to the following effect :— 
That he had intended to confine himseli 


toa few observations on the accounts, to 


which the noble lord had referred; but 
that, many extraneous topics having been 
introduced into the debate, particularly by 
the noble lord who spoke: last (lord 
Castlereagh), he found himself obliged to 
take notice of some of those topics. A great 
deal has been said,without any direct rela- 
tion to the India budget, on the impropriety 
of the revocation of sir G, Barlow. In the 
measure itself I have no concern, and, as I 
do not know the reasons on which it was 
adopted, I shall neither censure nor defend 
it. But I am sure that the arguments which 
Ihave beard this night against it, are not 
all conclusive. Nothing can be more clear 
and explicit than the power vested in his 


‘majesty by the act of 1793, to revoke 


any appointment of a governor-general 
made by the court of directors. ‘The act 
was proposed and introduced by lord Mel- 


_Nille. The power gives the right, and the 


exercise of the right is trusted to the dis- 
cretion of the king’s mifisters, Undoubt- 
edly, it isnot to be, exercised capriciously, 
or upon ordinary occasions, It is reserved 
for particular cases and circumstances, on 
the exigency of which the crown, by the 
‘advice of a responsible council, is to judge. 
Does the aoble lord mean to contend that 
parliament has given a power, which it was 
intended should never be exercised? But 
against whom or what can it be resorted to 


' atany time? The answer is, against an act 


ofthe court of directors. It can apply to 
nothing else. At the same time, J am 
ready to admit, that a wanton or interested 
application of the power, though accord- 
ing to law, would be just as abusive arid 
criminal as an assumption of it against law. 
When you admit the trust, you must prove 
the abuse of it. The services of sir 
G. Barlow are extolled, and the confidence 
which the court of directors repose in his 
attachment to the true interests of the 
India company, is particularly insisted on. 
They consider him asa servant of their 
own in contradistinction to persons recom- 


. mended by government. This is a new 


language, sir, considering the quarter it 


comes from, I have heard him’spoken of 


ip very different terms, by persons very 
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high in the direction of the company’s af- 


nation, at the uniform support he gave to 
every measure of lord Wellesley, without 
exception ; and particularly for never at- 
tempting to check him in the exercise of 
independent authority, not warranted by 


subject, published by themselves. Sir G. 
Barlow is not mentioned by name, but he is 
charged by direct implication. They say, 


his duty, and must inevitably incur the 
displeasure of the court of directors.” In 
another dispatch, they say that, “ by suf- 
fering measures not regularly and legally 
instituted, to be carried into execution, he 
became partner in the illegality.” They 
say that the eouncil (that is, sir G. Bar- 
low) ‘had no right to abandon their part 
of the government.” On the justice of 
these censures I offer no opinion. The 
court of directors were his judges, and 
they have pronounced upon his conduct. 
But it seems, the readiness with which he 
adopted the pacific system of lord Corn. 
wallis, and the expedition with which ku 
has concluded a pacification with Holkar | 
and Scindia, is a great merit, and intitles’ 
him to be continued in the government.— | 
Holkar, very lately, was considered as a 
mere robber, and to be treated accordingly. 


| He is now reinstated'in his former terri-’ 


tories, and Scindia has obtained possession 
of the country of our ally the rajah of 
Gohud, and of the royal fortress of Gwa- 
lior; without any right that I know of, to’ 
either of them. He might perhaps have 


claimed Gwalior under sir Arthur Welles- 


ley’s treaty of December 1803. But, if 
his claim was good then, why was he kept 
out of the Fort till now? I would have 
preserved the peace with these people; 
but, having twice made the war, I should 
have thought it the best policy not to have. 
brought the Mahrattas back into Indostan, 
much less to have given ,them such a 
strong hold as Gwalior, in the centre of 
that country. A concession of that kind 
gives you no security for the continuance 
of peace ; especially if it was made hastily 


not mean to say that the terms of these 
treaties may not be justified by necessity ; 
that is, by the state of the finances of the 
Bengal government.—lIf so, it is to be la- 
mented that sir G. Barlow’s situation did 
not allow him time and means to measure 


Vol. VII. 


bis'steps with less precipitation, The Mah- 
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fairs; and even with expressions of indig-— 


law. Look at their own dispatches on this | 


“he is certainly guilty of a dereliction of | 


and without sufficient deliberation. I do — 


; | | 
| | | 
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| | 


_-vernment of Bengal, wall, 1 am sure, do 
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confide in his principles, and I think that 


likely to be gratified. Above 17. millions 
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ratta chiefs have very good intelligence, 
and know as well as we do, whether our 
concessions to them are voluntary or not. 
As to confidence in our justice or good 
faith,’ itis in vain to talk-of it. My noble 
friend, who is now appointed to the go- 


every thing that can be done, consistently 
with prudence. and safety, to satisfy the 
princes of India, and to establish the peace 
of that country on a solid foundation. 1 


every thing may. be trusted to his sound 
discretion.—I come now, sir, to the ac- 
counts on the table, which properly belong 
to, and constitute the business of the day. 
The first thing to be observed, is that the 
Statements from India come no lower than 
to the 30th of April, 1804; consequently 
lcave us very much in the dark about the 
actual state of the finances there. We 
might, and ought.to bave had them to 
April 1805, at least. The Indian, debt, 
as.it stood above two years ago, was 25 
millions sterling ; andI think it may fairly 
be reckoned at 30 millions, more or less, at 
the present moment. ‘The noble Jord on the 
other side (lord Castlereagh) says he shall 
be happy to hear that this debt, or the grea- 
Of is on its travels to England. 
In that ‘hope, I believe, his lordship is very 


and a half are payable in England, at the 
option of the holders of the securities.— 

low this demand, when arrives, is to 
be received and provided for, is a question, 

hich | am not able to resolve, and there- 
fore I shall leave it to his lordship to settle 
it, as well as he can, with the court of di- 
rectors, The company’s situation offers 
no probability of their being able to meet 
such a demand, otherwise than by loansin 
England, or by extending their capital to, 
an equal amount. Now, by an estimate 
of profit and loss on their sales here, for 
the year ending im March 1805, 1 see 
that their payments exceed their receipts 
by the sum of 418,540/. Here, then, isa 
deficiency to be made good, upon their 
actual domestic charges, and it-be an an- 
nual deficiency. Lularging their. capital, 
without a proportionate extension ot 
trade, is only runuing into a‘debt, which 
does not furnish the means even of paying 
its own interest. [ have so often objected in 
vain to the form and construction of the | 
account of their stock per computation, 
that I shall not trouble the house with any 
farther remarks on that subject. In my 
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mind, they only deceive themselves, when 
they make out an apparent balance in their, 
fayour, by totally omitting their capital on, 
one side, and by taking credit on the other ' 
for unproductive articles, which, I could. 
easily shew, amount to some millions,— 
‘The evidence on the table, though it falls: 
short by two years of the actual state of. 
the company’s affairs, is sufficient to shew. 
whether 1 have been right or wrong in the 
opinions which I have maintained on this 
subject, for many years past. The last 
Indian injustice that can be done me now, 
would be to confound the prediction with 
the cause, and to charge me with the event, 
because I foretold it. On this night, 
my noble friend has stated the whole case 
fairly. He bas told us the truth, and ] 
have done nothing but tread in his steps,, 
and follow his example. oie 
Sir Arthur Wellesley rose and said—Ber 
fore I proceed, sir, to consider the fingpe, 
cial state of India, which is more pros 
perly the subject for discussion this night, | 
shall advert to the political subjects which, 
have been referred to by other gentlemen, 
The hon. gent. opposite (Mr. Francis) has 
asked, what right Scindeah had to. the for 
tress of Gwalior, and the territory of Gohud,, 
which have been ceded to him by the late 
treaty concluded by sir G. Barlow? The hon, 
gent. must recollect that, subsequently to, 
the treaty of peace concluded by Mr 
Hastings with Mahdajee Scindeah (the. 
predecessor of Dowlut Rao Scindeah), that, 
chieftuin attacked the Rajah of Gohud,, 
and deprived him of all bis territories, The 
family of Scindeah had remained in possess: 
sion of those territories, and of the fortress, 
of Gwalior, from that time, until the war, 
which commenced in 1803; when the fortof 
Gwalior was taken, and the country of Ge. 
bud fell into the possession of one of the des . 
tachments under the orders of the comman- 
der-in-chief, lord Lake.—Under the 91h at, 
ticle of the treaty of peace which | was the 


instryment of concluding with Doulut Rao 


Scindeah, at the end of the year 1803, the. 


territory of Gohud and the fortress of Gwa 


lior, were to remain in the possession, aud 


the disposal of. thé British government. 


‘This will be obvious to any man who reads, 
that article, or. the conferences in the ne- 
gociations of the treaty, which are pub 
lished; and indeed the operation of the 
9th article upon this territory was acy 
knowledged by Scindeah’s ministers. . The 
governor-general, Jord . Wellesley, -how- 
ever, haying adyerted.to the situation @ 
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which’ Scindeah was placed by the’ treaty 


of peace inrelation to other powers in India, 
and’particularly in relation to his rival 
Holkar, had deemed it proper to take into 
consideration the expediency of restoring 


to Scindeah territory of Gohud and 


the fort of Gwalior. I was of opinion, that 
Gohud and Gwalior ought to be restored to 
that chief; and I believe that the instruc- 
tions to the resident with Scindeab upon 
this subject have been laid before this 
house. The reason for which the cession 
was not made until the conclusion of the 
late treaty by sir G. Barlow, is referable 
to the state of Scindeah’s councils from 
the middle of the year 1804, until a late 
period in 1805. The cession was a mat- 
te? of favour from the British government 
to Scindeah, and was to be so considered, 
The committee will observe, that it is so 
considered by sir G. Barlow. But Scin- 
deah’s councils were so badly composed, 
and ‘their conduct was so suspicious, from 
the period before mentioned, that no con- 
cession could be made to Scindeah, with- 
out incurring the risk of having it attributed 
‘to motives, which never ought to influence 
the conduct of the British government in In- 
dia. For this reason tlie cession was not 
made by lord Wellesley. ‘The hon, gent. 
seems to thinkthe fortress of Gwalior impor- 
fant, asa defence of the company’s territo- 
ries in that quarter. The fortress of Gwalior 
would defend and cover nothing, excepting 
itself: the company’s territories are not to 
be defended by fortresses, but by armies in 
the field. Fortresses are useful as points of 
support, ‘and as magazines to these ar- 
mies ; and in this point of view Gwalior 
would: be useful, if the object of the com- 
‘pany was, or was likely to be, the invasion 
of Scindeah’s territories in Malwah. But 
it is of no use with a view to the defence of 
the company’s territories, unless garrisoned 
by a large body of troops, which body of 
troops would be more profitably employed 
in the field.—Upon the whole, the com- 


Mnittee will observe, that I consider sir’G. 
‘Barlow’s treaty with Scindeah to have been 


consistent with the spirit of that which | 
was the instrument of concluding at the 
close of the year 1803; and that the late 
gov.-gen. lord Wellesley, intended-to have 
carried into execution that part of its sti- 
pulation which refers to Gwalior and Go- 
hud.—Upon a former night I explained to 
the house; that I did not consider-it to be 
a treaty of peace, as, in point of fact, we 
bad never been at war with Scindedh since 
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1803. It is a tréaty to ainend andexplain 

‘some articles of the former treaty of peace? 
jean I conceive, that every article of it de- 
lserves approbation,—In respect to the 
treaty with Holkar, I do uot conceive that 
there can be any objection to it. The hon. 
gent. (Mr. Francis) has asked, whether 
sir G. Barlow was-not obliged to conclude 
that treaty by the financial distresses. of 
the government. Approving, generally, of 
‘the treaty, and not ‘knowing the instruc- 
tions from home under which sir G, Bare 
low acted, I do not conceive it necess 

to look for the cause of his concluding that 
treaty, in any necessity arising from the 
state of the finances. The hon. gent, 
knows well, that when war-has been cars 
ried on for 3 years in India, it is not 
very easy to procure money on loan; and 
I certainly do not mean to extenuate the 
financial difficulties and distresses which 
existed in the year 1805, as represented by 
the noble lord (Morpeth), and by the pa- 
pers on the table, These difficulties cer- 
tainly existed ; but in possession of such 
a revenue as is enjoyed by the British go- 
vernment in India, at the present moment, 
and in command of such large resources, EF . 
do not conceive that any temporary 

embarrassment, or ‘difficulties of a pecus 

niary nature, could exist to such a degree, 

as to induce sir G. Barlow to conclude # 

treaty of which he himself did not approve, 

and of which he should not think that his 

superiors in England would approve.—I 

have already said, that I was not disposed 

to dispute the financial statements made 

by the noble lord (Morpeth), as exhibited 

in the papers'upon the table; but it must 

be recollected, that these statéments-~refer 

te’ a period of most extensive warfare, 

which was carried on in all parts of India 

at the same tite, and for which the pre- 

parations. and ‘exertions made were on @ 

scale superior to any ever made upon any 

former occasion. ‘There was not an officer 

in command of any detachment, who could 

prove, to the satisfaction of government, - 
that any addition to the means already in 

‘his power would increase his capability of 

performing service, who did not immedi- 

jately receive orders to make the increase 

.which he required: and it will be found, 

that the service performed was propor- 

tionate to the expense incurred. . With 

this recollection in our minds, it will not 

appear that a surplus charge, amounting, 

upon an average, to about two millions ster- 

ling, is Very large for such a period, and for 
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such exertions.—The subjects which re- 
quire explanation in the state of the Finan- 
ces of India, are—the Deficiency of the 
Revenues, in comparison with the Charges 
(including-the Interest of the Debts)—and 
the great magnitude -of the debts. My 
wish is, to shew, Ist, the real situation in 
which the Finances of India will be in time 
of peace; 2d, the real state of the Indian 
Debt in April 1805, (at the close of lord 


Wellesley’s government,) and in April 1806; 


and, 3dly, to compare the debt with the 
assets, and shew in what manner it has 
been incurred.—It appears by the account 
No. 2, presented on the 3d of June, 1806, 
page 94, that the revenues of India, 
for the year 1805-6, were estimated 
at 14,279,533/.; the charges at 14,645,844/, 
the interest of the debt at 1,823,040/.; the 


commercial charges, not added to the in- 


voices, at 199,806l, ; the supplies to Prince 


of Wales’s Island, Bencoolen, and St. He- 
lena, 266,800/.; making a total of charge 


of 169,354,9001.; and leaving a deficiency 
to be provided for by loan, of 2,655,957/. 
It must be observed, however, of this esti- 
mate; Ist, that the revenues are not 
_ stated to be so high as they really are; and 


2dly, that the charges are for a period of 


war, in which it must be acknowledged, 
that they would be higher than in a period 
of peace. Ifthis be the fact, it cannot be 
supposed to be a very unsatisfactory state 
of affairs, that the charges of a great 
empire, such as the British empire in India 
undoubtedly is, should exceed the revenues 
and resources by 2,700,000/. sterling in one 
year, in a period of very extensive warfare, 
This will be observed more forcibly, if the 
financial state of Great Britain, or of any 
other country in Europe, is adverted to.— 
But the duration of war ought not to be 
calculated upon; intelligence of peace has 
already been received, and the finances in 
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‘India must be viewed in reference to the 
state of affairs which must exist in conses 
quence of the restoration of tranquillity... 
In endeavouring to form an opinion of the 
financial state of India, in a period of peace, 
it is necessary to ascertain what will be the 
revenues in peace, and what the charges, 
In the year 1802-3, the company were in 
possession of all the territories which the 
possess at present, excepting the territories 
acquired by the treaties with the Guick- 
war, and by the treaties of Bassein, and 
of peace concluded with the Mahrattas, in 
Dec. 1803. The produce of that year will 
form the fairest datum from which an esti 
mate may be formed of the probable future 
resource. <An average of any number of 
years cunnot be taken; because, in 1801, 
the provinces in Oude were not in the com. 
pany’s possession: because, in 1803-4, 
there existed a drought in all parts of India, 
which affected particularly the produce and 
revenues of the ceded provinces in Oude, 
and in some degree those of the provinces 
ceded by the Nizam en the Toombudra 
and Kistna rivers, and those in the Carnas 
tic ;—and because, in 1804-5, the revenues 
of the ceded provinces in Oude must have 
been affected by the incursion of Holkar's 
armies.—The amount of the revenues in 
1802-3 will afford an estimate of what they 
will be in future inime of peace ; although 
there is reason to believe, that they will 
considerably exceed that amount.—The 
Revenues in India in the year 1802-3, as 
appears by the accounts before parliament, 
were 13,464,537/. ‘To this sum, in form- 
ing an estimate of the future probable re- 
source of the government in India, must 
be added the new subsidies, and the reve- 
nues of the British territories gained by 
the company since the year 1802-3, of 
which I will read an estimate : 


Estimate of the late Acquisitions in India, from Conquest and Subsidy, taking the Revenues at the lowest 


possible 


REVENUE. | 
IN THE DOAB. 
Etawa*® 
Furruckabad 
Seharunpore - 
Pitto under Moradehad 
Ditto nnder the resident at Dethi 


‘Deduct Tassceldary, and other allowances, pensions, mofussil 


charges,—-and balances irrecov 
percent. 


Sumrog Begum’s Jagheer 


erable, estimated altogether at 20 


scale, 


Net Re- 
venue. 


In. Sonat 
Rupees. 


Gross Re- 
venue. 


13,91,818 
6,30,084 
342,351 
2,99,015 
5,50,273 


$5,13,541 


7,02,708 
28,10,833 


10,00,000 
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Agra, exclusive of the 
to Scindeah, and now ceded to the company 

Districts settled by the resident at Delhi 

‘Syer of Delhi, &c. 

‘Districts unsettled, suppose 


Deduct 29 per cent. as above 


In Hindustan rupees of sorts 
Currack - 
‘Deduct 20 per cent. as above 
Arcot rupees 
Broacn 


Deduct 20 per cent. as above 
Estimated equal to Sonat rupees 


Total of Revenue of rupees of sorts 
Ditto in Sonat rupees 


Or, pounds sterling - 


SUBSIDIES, 

FAOM THE GUICKWAR. 
Free gift - : 
Subsidy - - 
Syer Revenue in the Attaweesy 

in Guzerat 

FROM THE PEISHWAH. 
Bundlecund Gross Revenue - 
Deduct 20 per cent. as above - 
Stipend to Shumsheer Bahadur - 


In rupees of sorts 
In Sonat rupees 
Subsidy in the Attaveesy - 
Ditto in Guzerat.. - 
Syer Revenue in the Attaveesy 
Ditto Guzerat - - 
In rupees supposed equal to Sonats 


ADDITIONAL SUBSIDY, 
From the Rajah of Travencore - 


Total Subsidies Sonat rupees Neg ~ 


Or Sicca Rupees 
Or, Pounds Sterling 
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Pergunnahs, Dholepore, &e. at first reserved 


[1066 


10,64,255 
4,25,594% 


1,83,689 . 
4,25 ,000 


20,98,538 
4,19,707 
——— 16,78,831 
54,89,664 
13,51,405 
2,70,281 
10,80,124 
10,00,000 
2,00000 


52,710,076 


10,37,879 


8,00,000 
73,710,788 


8,00,000 


13 07,955 
66,81,478 
$35,184 


In Sonat 
Rupees, 


Sicea rupees 
Net Re 
venue. 


2,00,300 
6,971,275 


1,26,009 


60,000 
66,000 


15,172,974 


3,14,595 
4,00,000 7,14,595 
8,58,379 


’ Total Revenues Pounds Sterling 
ABSTRACT. 


ACQUISITIONS, 


Iu Subsidies 


Thid will make the future revenue of 
“British India amount to 14,668,119/.—In 
the commencement of the year 1802-3, a 

revision was made of all the establishments 
under the governments of India, with re- 
ference to a state of peace. It does not 
appear, however, that the establishments 
_of European troops in particular, were re- 
duced to a lower scale than that on which 


_ Sonat Ru- Sicca Ru- Pounds Total 
pees. pees. Sterling. £. Sterl. 

71,07,955 66,81,478 835,184 

31,35,322 29,477,993 368,100 ¢ 1,203 584 


they ought to be left at all times, and on 
which they exist at present. Neither does 
it appear to be necessary to increase the 
number of European troops, beyond the 
number which were in India in the year 


1802-3, in consequence of the additional 


territory acquired since that year, The 
native military establishments were fixed © 
upon a scale, in the year 1802-3, cal- 


4 
| 
| 
8,24,049 | 
6,50,300 
- 1,72,300 
1,10,000 
bead 8,000 | 
- 9,40,000 17,64,057 
| 
| 
| 
| 
: 
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Tae 


culated for the existence of peace in India; = Raps of Sorts, 
and the continuan¢e of the wat in Europe, 10,00,0 
under the circumstances in which the ene- 
my stands in respeet to his marine, does} Total ia Rapees of Sorts 54,00,000 or 39,64,00) 
not appear to render necessary any ESTABLISHMENTS. 
tion to these establishments. The actual|Salary and establish- 
charges of the year 1802-3, were higher judges > 3,92,000 
nd magistrates 
than the amount at which ‘they were €8tl-| Ditto of six a 2,93,200 
mated and fixed, with a view to peace | Residency at Delhi - -1,44,000.. 
“Th Oct. £802, ‘Nolkar gained the victory at] Civil charges at Bombay 40,800 
Poonah over the troops of the Peishwah 8,00,00) 
and Seindeah, in consequence of which the = 40,64,09 
government of Fort St.George immediately | Ditto in Sicea Rupees 36 20.16 
thought it necessary to assemble the troops  — 
acting under that presidency, which after- | Total of Ditto in 
wards marched to Poonah early in 1803.— Sterling " 
The army at Bombay was likewise placed} MILITARY CHARGES. a 
_ en the war establishment ; part of it in the In Bencat. 
field ; and both armies were considerably | Tv° ena of native 
augmented .—My noble friend (lord Castle-} ru-¢ 40,000 
- realy) has calculated the extraordinary ex- | Seven ditto of native in- 
. penses, in the last six months of 1802-3,} fantry, at 30,000 each $ 210,000 
“at 500,000/. above the charges of the peace | 
establishment; and in forming an estimate | p43 cattle to the inc cece? 10,000 
of the future charges of India, ina period | Off-reckonings RS 17,000 
of peace, upon the actual charges of the [Wear and tear of two mf 5.000 " 
year 1802-3, it is pfoper to strike off Beer of cavalry : 
500,000/. of that amount. With this sum. 
gs, &e. not> 95,000 
subtracted from them, the actual charges} fixed in the amount as 
of the year 1802-3, together with those Per month 9,09,000 im 
rendered necessary on account of the trea-, Per month 377,08,000 
ties of peace and subsidy, and by the ac- Pour 
quisitions gained since that period, may be} One regiment of native i 
deemed fair data on which an estimate may] cavalry, including off-> 22,100 ; 
be formed of the probable future charges 
~of British India in time of peace. infantey, at 99,000 116,000 
~The Civil Shaye in 1802-3 each. 
- £4,599,372 | Off-reckonings 6,400 
the a actual Mititary Charges were 6,360,614 } Military stores, and other 15,000 
ear an ear orses 
2,500 
- Per month 1,62,000 
for Bencoolen, &c. - Per ann. -  19,44,00 
aking a total of charge in 1802-3 .£10;656,834 Bomaay. 
8 One regiment of infantry 29,000 
Fo this must be added the additional | og-seckonings, &e. 1,600 
siyil charges to be incurred.in consequence 
of the late acquisitions, of which I shall Permonth 30,600 
Estimate of Croil aid Military} litary charges in Sonant - =  60,19,% 
Charges incurred in Indig since. the Year 1802-3, . 40,00 
Wh Son. Rups. Ditto in Pounds Sterling - £ 05,00 
ndea a 
‘including the expence > 17,00, Civil’ Char, 
corps Sonant Pounds Total 
‘Rupees, Rupees. Sterl, Steth 
These charges: are greater by 19,662/ than 40,64,000 38,20, 160. 477,520) 
stated by lord ‘Castlereagh, in his speech of} Mi. ilitary. Ditto. . 1,182,580 
the of July, 1504; (see vol. 2. p. 1151.). 705; 
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PARL.DEBATES, 
The increase of the military establishments 


vired in India, and which I have now 
tana beyond those of 1802-3, are two 
regiments of native cavalry, and seven re- 
giments of native infantry, in Bengal; one 
regiment of native cavalry, and four regi- 
ments of native infantry on the establish- 
ment of fort St. George ; and one regiment 
of native infantry on the establishment of 
Bombay.—In, the general distmbution of 
the armies in India, which was made sub- 
sequently to the treaties. of peace, con- 
cluded at the end of the year 1803, it was 
settled, that the aravy of Bengal should 
supply the troops required for the sub- 
sidiary force to serve with Scindeah (being 
six battalions), and the subsidiary force to, 
serve with the ranah of Gubud, (being three 
battalions), as well as troops for the com- 
pany’s territories ander the presidency ol. 
Bengal, including the acquisitions in. Bund- 
lecund, those made from Scindeah in the 
Doab and in Hindustan, and the 
vince of Cuttack.—By the same distribution 
the. government of fort St, George was to 
supply, as it had formerly done, the troops 
to serve with the Nizam ; and all those re- 
quired for the southern parts of the Penin- 
sula, inyluding the garrisons and provinces 
on the coast of Malabar (with the excep- 
tion of Goa), and one regiment of cavalry 
forthe Peishwah ;—and the government 
of Bombay was to supply six battalions for 
the subsidiary force to serve with the Peish- 
weh, three battalions to serve with Guick- 
war, a.garrison for Bombay, a garrison for 
Goa, and troops to occupy the territories 
ceded by the Peishwah and the Guickwar 
in Guzerat, and in the neighbourhood. of 
Surat—The establishments in the year 
1802-3 having been formed on the lowest 
scale, compatible with the tranquillity and 
#ecurity, and with a view toexternal peace, 
it stands to reason, that they could not] 
supply the additional troops required from 
them, without some additions. The estab- 
lishment of Bengal required an addition of 
six battalions to serye with Sciudeah, and 
three to serve with the ranah of Gohud.— 
The smallest number that could be required 
fpr the protection to be given to the cities 
of Delhi and Agra, to the person of the 
king, and to the territories‘ in the Doab, 
in Hindustan, and in Cuttack, is two regi- 
ments of native cavalry, and five battalions 
of native infantry; which numbers com~- 
plete the augmentation (viz. fourteen bat- 
talions) made to the Bengal army since 
1802+3.—By the late arrangements. made 
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in India with. Scindeah, it appears that: - 
the subsidiary troops for that chieftain, and » 
for the ranah of Gohud, will not be 
quired for those services; and if it h 
been intended to make a more favourable. 
statement of the finances in India, than 
their situation warrants, it would have 
been possible to strike off from the estimate. . 
of increased military charges, (amounting, 
as I have already shewn, to upwards of 60. 
lacks of Rupees,) the expence of four regi- 
ments of native infantry, at least: but it. 
is apprehended, that the service of a por-. _ 
tion of these troops will.be required im, 
Bundlecund for some time; and, at all, 
events, that the number of two regiments. 
of native cavalry, and five battalions of. 
native infantry, is scarcely sufficient to o 
form the additional services which, wil be. 
required from the Bengal army, in conse. 
quence of the additions made to the terri-. 
tories under “thes Bengal government, by* - 
the treaties of peace concluded at the end : 
of the year 1803.—In consequence of the 
distribution made in the year 1804, the” 
duties of the provinces, on the coast of 
Malabar, which, in 1802-3, had been per~ - 


formed by the army of Bombay, fell to thef — 
lot of the army of Fort St. George. These: . 
duties had always required eight battalions;: . 
and, when, in consequence of the distribu=- 
tion which I have noticed, it had: become . 
necessary to. remove the. Bombay troops: 
from those provinces to the northward, an , 
augmentation of the army of the Fort St... 
George, to the amount of four regiments, 

became necessary.. The regiment of cas , 
valry to be supplied to the peishwah, alsa 

required that a regiment should be added - 


to the establishment of Fort St. Geerge. 
The duties which. fell upon the Bombay 


for the subsidiary force with the peishwah. - 
six battalions, for the subsidiary force with: 
the guickwar three battalions, and garrisons. 
forBombay,Goa, Broach, Surat, and troops, — 
to occupy the, territories of Guzerat and ia . 
the neighbourhood of Surat, ceded by the: . 
peishwab, and the guickwar, and conquer 
ed from Scindeah; the detailed number. 
for each of. which services, it is not neces- 
sary to mention. It will be observed from _ 
‘this statement, that the additional services . 
required from the armies of Fort St..George 
‘and Bombay, in the year 1804, and at the 
‘present moment, beyond those required in 
the year 1802-3, exclusive of the garrisom 
‘for Goa, are one regiment of cavalry, and: 


six hattulions far the peishwah, three bat~ 


army by the distribution of 1804, required . - 


it 
08 
520 
000 

| 

el 


 maaking, in the whole, ten battalions. No 


_ “sidy, and by the consequences of the Mah- 


Additional military charges - 
‘Total futurecharges - - 


- 1805-6, being 2,655,9572.; and the total 


-be subtracted 3,151,064 /., (being the a- 


- for the redemption of the debt, on the 30th 


the 30th of April; 1806; of which sum, the 
2 


1071) 


talions for the gwickwar, and troops for 
the conquered and ceded territories in Gu- 
zerat. Accordingly, the addition made to 
the military establishments, the expences 
of which are included in the estimate of 60 
lacks, are one' regiment of cavalry and four 
regiments of native infantry for Fort St. 
George, and one regiment for Bombay ; 


reductions of these establishments can, in 
my judgment, be made with safety. The 
total of charges, therefore, for a future 
establishment, including the charges 

of 1802-3, and adding the civil aud mili- 
charges occasioned by treaties of sub- 


ratta war, will stand thus: 


Charges of 1 802-3 10,656,834 
Additional civil charges, rendered ne- 
. cessary by. treaties of subsidy, 
peace, &c. - - - 477,520 
705,000 
11,839,054 
‘Therevenues, as before stated, will be 14,668,119 


Leaving a surplus revenue of &. 2,828,765 
From this sum must be deducted the inte- 
rest of the debt, as stated in the account, 
No. 2,. page 93, 1,823,040/.; to which 
sum must be added the interest on the sum 
to be borrowed to supply the deficiency in 
the year 1805-6, viz. 2,655,957 l., being 
at ten per cent. 265,595/.; making the to- 
tal interest of the debt, in 1806, 2,088,635/.; 
and the actual surplus, after providing for 
every demand, will be 740,130. In cal- 
culating this surplus, no credit is taken for 
any augmentation of revenue beyond 
1802-3; although it is certain, that some 
branches, such as salt and opium, must 
be, and have been already augmented ; the 
revenues of the provinces gained by the 
peace, will also produce more than they 
have been estimated at. The actual Debt 
in India, in. April 1805, was, according to 
account, No. 1. p, 90, 28,197,498 7., in- 
cluding arrears of establishments, debts not 
bearing interest, and demands upon the 
company of every description. To this 
debt must be added the deficiency of re- 
‘source, as stated in page 93, for the year 


gross debt, on the 30th of April, 1806, will 
be 30,873,455 2. From this sum ought to 


mount in possession of the commissioners 


of April, 1805,) and the balance will give 
27,722,391 U., for the net debt of India, on 
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Interest upon the sum of 3,15,10648 


amount bearing interest, a to be 
24,250,824 /.—When this debt, howeye, 
large, is compared with the assets in Indj 
and with the value of the forts, ho 
warehouses, &c. in India, (valued in Ny, 
23, p. 78, at 9,994,208 1., all necessary for 
carrying on government, which have os 
money, and would cost money to the com. 
pany’s successors, whoever they might be, 
supposing the transfer of the territory ever 
to take place,) and when to these sums are 
added the amount of the company’s claimg 
upon goyernment for money expended in 
India, on account of the public, it may 
fairly be stated, that the actual: value of 
the property of the East-India company in 
India, exceeds the amount of their debts, 
—I am aware of an error in this statement, 
as in this view of the debts and assets, the 
amount in the possession of the commis. 
sieners of the sinking fund ought to be sub. 
tracted from the amount of the quick stock, 
on the 30th of April, 1804. But there is 
un error also in the assets. The quick 
stock is estimated only to April 1804, and 
is stated, in p.72, to amount to17,252;309), 
But in the calculation of these assets, there 
is an omission of 12,48,600 pagodas in the 
cash at Fort St. George. It appears by the 
paper, No. 19, p. 63, that the balance rey 
maining in the different departments ‘i 
Fort St. George, on the 30th of April, 1804, 
was 57,19,605 pagodas ; whereas credit ‘is 
given in the account of the assets to th 
same period, for only 44,71,005 pagodas, 
The difference between these sums ought to 
be credited to the assets in April 1804, viz, 
12,48,600, or 500,000 /.—The additional 
sum in the hands of the commissioners of 
the sinking fund, on the 30th April, 1805, 
ought likewise to be added to the assets 
calculated to that period. ‘The sutn stated, 
in p.48, to be in the hands of the commis 
sioners for the reduction of the debt on 
the 30th of April, 1804, is 
Ct. Rs. 2,80,00,563 

On the 30th of April, 1805, 

itis Ct. Rs. 3,15,10,648 
Difference to be added to the 
~ assets calculated up to A- ee 

pril 1805. - 35;10,085 
In estimating the assets to April 1806, it 
is proper to add to them the gum which 
will be in the hands of the commissionems 
of the sinking fund in April 1806, viz 


current rupees, fer one year, from 
April 1805, to April 1806, at 8 


percent.,isabout 


i 
| 
| 
@ 
| 
il 
| 
1 
' 
: 4 


‘o the assets then, as they stood in 
April 1804, viz. 17,252,399 
Must ‘be added me sum at Maras 

omitted 500,000 
The additional sum stated to bei in the 
hands of the commissioners of the 

sinking fund, in April 1805 
The interest upon 31,510,648, Rs. or — 

£.3,151,064, for one to 

1806. 


241,008 


250,000 


And the total of the assets, in April 

1806, will be’ £.18,353,407 
This view of the Debt and assets of diffe- 
rent descriptions, however, is taken only 
as a general one, and not by any means to 
be relied upon. Measures undvuubtedly 
ought to be taken to reduce the amount of 
the debt; but if, from circumstances, those 
means should be i impracticable, this gene- 
ral statement will serve to shew, that in 
case of the transfer of the territory, upon 
the conclusion of the charter, there is va- 
lue in India to the amount of the debt. 
But it may be contended, that this state- 
ment is na justification of the amount of 
the debt, which, from 1793, when it was 
7,362, 190 r has increased to be, in April 
1806, 27,722,391 1,; of which sum, 
16,669,745 7. have been incurred since 
1798, under the administration of the late 
gov.-gen. marquis Wellesley, In order to 
understand the mode in which this debt 
has been incurred, it is necessary to advert 
to the state of the company’s affairs, in the 
year 1798. 
The revenues at that time were. . 
The charges, including supplies’ to 

Bencovien, &e 
The interest of the Debt was 
Leaving a deficiency of resource or 
. a surplus net charge, of 
The Debt in 1798 was 11,032,645 
The assets in India were 9,929,903 
This state of the resources in India had 
been occasioned by a laudable desire to in- 
crease the investment as much as was possi- 
ble, which will be seen by a review of what 
had passed between the years 17.93 and 1798, 


In the revenues of India 


8,059,880 


165,654 
- 603,926 
194,700 


- 


The. including Bencooten, 

&e. were 

The interest of the Debt wag 

The’ Debt was 

‘The assets were 

The‘surplus revenue, after providing’ 
» forall charges, exclusive 


In the course of ‘the five’ feats between 

1793 and 1798, the following “events Oc. 

curred to increase the in India ;, 

there was war in an ‘expedition | 
Vou. VII, 


8,294,399 


6,155,968 
526,205 
1,362,190 
8,894,598 | W 


1,612,226 
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\derable amount. 


was fitted out against Mauritius; and anos. 
ther against Manilla; Pondicherry and Co-. 
chin were taken; and. maritime expedi- 
tions were sent against Ceylon, Malacca, 
and the eastern islands, It was necessary 
to keep up large establishments in the 
conquests made; and. salaries were paid 
to the civil and ‘nilitary servants of our 
enemies who, became our prisoners, Du- 
ring the same period of time, the com- 
pany’s military establishments in India 
were new-modelled, and this, occasioned. 
an increase of expense. The civil and jue 
dicial establishments in Bengal were fixed. 
on the just scale on which they exist at this 
day; which at that time occasioned an in« 
crease of annual expense to a very consi- 
Accordingly it appears, 
that the actual charges of the civil and mi- 
litary establishments in 1798, exceeded the 
actual charges of the civil and military. 
establishment in the year 1793, in the 
amount of 1,372,209/., and the supplies 
to Bencoolen, &c, of 1798, exceeded those 
of 1793 in the amount of 102,4777. But 
the efficient cause of the state in which the 
finances were found, in the year 1798, was 
the continuance to send home investment 
at the high rate at which it had been fixed 
in the year 1793, notwithstanding that the 
charges of India had necessarily increased, 

and the revenues had decreased to the 
amount of 234,5197.. By reference. to the 


J accounts, it will be found, that in the five 


years between 1793 and 1798, the cost 
and charges of investments sent home to 


| £.9,892,794 
339,444 


Supplies to China - 
Amount advanced. in India to, the 
king’s and company’s ships faring 
the same period, was ° 
Making a total disbursed on ectduit 
of London, of 
The amount of supplies received from 
‘Europe, in the same period, for bills 
drawn, stores, merchiudize? ex- 
port sales, and bullion, was 3,744,495 
Leaving a balance of m2 ip 
against London. 4 


551,952 
10,784,190 


It appears, by what is elias stated, that 
the charges in: India, between 1793 and . 
17 98, had increased considerably; but there 

s, upon the 5 years; a surplus of receipt 
of revenue, beyond the charges, amounting 
to 4,281,559/.; which, being deducted from 
the balance before stated against London, 
leaves the’ sum of 2,858,206/,, which must 
have been borrowed in India, at high inte- 
rest, for the purchase ofinvestment.—It will 
be found, that the’ cas incurred in the 5 
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years, from 1793 to 1798, was £3,605,435 
The increase’ of the assets in those 5 

Those in 1793,being - +. - - - - 8,854,538) 
Those in 1798 being - - - - - = 9,922,903 
And the actual increase of the debt, in 

é6mparison with the assets; was’ £2,557,090 
th’ a thitute which lord Wellesley. re- 
corded in June 1798, he reviewed the state 
of the Finances in India; and pointed out 
the real cause of the increase of Debt in 
the following words: ‘* From that paper it 
* appears, that, allowing for a supply in 
“the course of the year 1798-9, to Fort 


& St. George, of 75,00,000 sicca rupees, or | 


# 937,500/., atid to Bombay, of 25,00,000, 
* or $12,500/., the deficiency for which pro- 
“ vision must be made, in order to meet 
« the expected demands at the three presi- 
“ denciés respectively, will be, in Bengal, 
 7,28,68,300; Madras, 43,45,551; Bom- 
“Bay, 41,67,611. The ‘total deficiency, 
“ thérefore,- at the three presidencies, to- 
* gether, ‘will amount to sicca rupees, 
2°13,81,321, Or 2,672,6552; The imme- 
diaté causes of the estimated deficiency, 
“will appéar obvious from the annexed 
“accounts. By account No. 27, the sums 
“© appropriated, in India, to the purposes of 
“investments and commercial charges, in 
“ the years 1796-7 and 1797-8, amounted 
“ to 4,96,15,165 current rupéés; having 
“Been, in 1796-7, 2,30,70,125, and, in 
“1797-8, 2,65,45,040; and exceeding the 
« amount of bills drawn upon the Court of 
« Directors from India, within the same pe- 
tiod, by the sum of 3,83,39,263 current 
“ rupees ;. the bills drawn on the Court 
of. Directors having been, in 1796-7, 
“79,88,699, and, in 1797-8, 32,87,203%; 
“ and-by account No. 3, it appears, that 
the proposed investment, for. 1798, from 
al our India possessions, including the 
“ supply promised’ to Canton, amounts’ to 
2,40,88,000 current rupees.—But the 
“accounts Nos. 4, 5; and 6,. shew, that 
‘the total sum applicable to the’ purchase 
of investment from the révénueés‘in Fn- 
‘* dia, and produce of sales of imports from 
«Europe, was, in 1796-7,,81,43,858 5. in 
7 96,44,550,. and is estimated to 
be, in 1798-9, 78,20,133. This annual 
demand, for. the purpose of,investment, 
“upon a scale so far exceeding the annual 
means of the three presidencies, is the 


principal cause.of the present. deficiency, 


—-The. comparative: view which. I have 
6 taken of our expences. an receipts, ip 
“ examining the causes, of.our 


“ tress, sufficiently proves, that. many 0 
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“ nent nature, and that most of them must 
“be expected to continue for a consider. 
“able time ; that the investment, at once 
“ the most powerful cause of our temporary 
“distress, the main spring of the industry 
‘and opulence of the people committed 
“to our charge, and the active priticiple 
of the commercial interests of the Com. 
“ pany, is more likely to be increased than 
“* to Le diminished in any future year; and, 
‘“ consequently, that the embarrassments of 
“our finances must be progressive, if some 
** means be not devised for aiding the ree 
“sources of this presidency, which must 
“now be considered as the general trea- 
“*sury and bank of our Indian empire, fur- 
i nishing supplies for the services of all 
r our other possessions in India, as well as 
“ a large and increasing proportion of the 
“ capital employed in the trade to Europe 
“ and to. China.—The mode of supplying 
“this assistance, which I would recon. 
mend, has already been suggested by the 
‘* accountant-general, and seems to unite 
“ several advantages with relation to the 
“ interests both of India and Great Britain; 
* it is comprised in the following proposi- 
“‘tions,—That it be respectfully recom- 
“mended to the hon, the Court of Direc- 
* tors, to take the earliest occasion of send 
** ing out supplies to India to the amount 
“of 85 lacs of rupees, or 1,062,500/. in 
“ addition to their usual consignments, by 
“an increase of their annual export of Bri. 
“ tish manufactures and produce to Bengal 
“and Bombay, to the full extent of thé 
“indents frou: Bengal and Bombay re 
spectively ; and by an annual supply of 
“ silver bullion to. Bengal, to the amount 
“ of 50 lacs, or 625,000/. The supply of 
“bullion to be provided in part, by a pro- 
“ portinate reduction in their usual con- 
“ signment to China.—The increase of the 
“export of British manufacture and pro- 
“duce to Bengal and Bombay will, pro- 
bably, afford’ considerable’ relief the 
financés of this government ;. as, by te 
“< ference to the account of sales of imports 
‘from England, it appears, that: the ave 
rage profit” upon the imports from Eng: 
land sold.in, Bengal, in 1796-7, has been 
“ above twenty per cent:, and. at Bombay 
“thirty-five per cent., and that the demand 
‘ is increasing. This measure would, at the 


ficial to the interests of Great Britait— 


actual 


ae fe time, obviously become highly bene- 


‘¢ ‘The export of silver to Bengal would be 
more to the Company fbn 


yes those causes are of an absolute perme. 
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operations of this government. 


- © gal from England, it is evident, that a re- 


. “dium of Indian commerce, for these last 


: still continued, however, upon ascale much 
_ t00 low for the. amount of the investment, | 
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“ the payment of bills, at the present high 
“ rate of exchange; a rate which will pro- 
“ bably continue for a considerable period 
“of time. Such a stock of silver would be 
“a relief both to public and private credit, 
“and would invigorate all the financial 
From 
“ thigwresource, supplies might easily be! 
« furnished to Canton, through the medium 
“of the trade in opium.—lIf the sule of 
“‘ British manufactures in Bengal, and at 
“ Bombay, should equal the general ex- 
“ pectation, an additional supply of near a 
“ crase of rupees, 1,250,000/., would ac- 
“crue to this presidency, from the com- 
“ bined result of the two proposed mea- 
sures, This supply would be nearly equal 
“ to the probable amount of the permanent 
“ deficieucy -of our - resources,—Nothing 
“ would be more just, than to appropriate 
“a proportion of the profits arising from 
“the sale amount of the investment in 
“ Europe, to the augmentation ef the Funds 
‘ necessary for the purchase of investment 
“in India. Unless some such plan be 
“ adopted, or some other means devised 
“¢ of furnishing aid to the resources of Ben- 


“ duction, in the amount of the Indian in- 
“‘ vestment, will soon become inevitable; 
“for it cannot be denied, that a very 
“large proportion of the capital, which 
** has passed into Europe, through the me- 


“two years, and is about to pass in the 
“ present year, has been, and must be, cre- 
‘* ated by loans of money raised in India 
“ under every circumstance of disadvan- 
“ tage. The increase of the investment, 
“ therefore, during the period described, 
“ must be viewed as representing, not the 
“ surplus revenue, but the increased.debt 
“of India. The circulating capital of In- 
“dia, which is known to be very incon- 
“siderable, in proportion to the produc- 
* tive and commercial powers of the coun- 
“‘ try, cannot supply so large a drain for 
“ any long period of time, even in the event 
“ of peace ; but if the war in Eurapeshould 
“ continue, the difficulty of raising money 
“‘ for the public. service, by loans to be ne- 
“* gotiated in India, must become nearly in- 
“ surmountable.”-—At that early period of 
time, the governor-general earnestly urged 

> company to provide for the provision 
of investment, by increasing the amount of 
the supplies sent from Europe. They were 
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notwithstanding the efforts which were un- 
doubtedly made by the noble lord who, at 
that time, presided at the board of con- 
troul, and by my noble friend (lord Castle- 
reagh), and by the Court of Directors, to 
send out larger sums.~—By a reference to 
the papers before this house, it will he found, 
that the total amount.of the sums laid out 
in investment, from April 1798, to April 
1804, was - - = - £9,619,348 


Supplies to China - - + + + » 1,761,263 
OF advances to the King’s and to the : 
Company’s chartered ships, in the 
same period = ~ = = = = = 448,951 
Making a total advanced in India, up ’ 
to 1804 - - - - - = > 21,829,542 
In making up the account of the sums . 
advanced in India, on account of the 
home concern, the following must be 
added :—Advances for Ceylon - - 1,182,472 


Making atotal advanced, for the home ~~~ 
concern, up to April 1804 -- -- £43,012,014 
The total actual amount of the supplies 
received in India by the sale of goods, in 
bullion and stores, and for bills drawn on 
the directors, in the same period, appears 
to be 9,864,086/. The balance is 3,147 ,725/. 
for which London is indebted to India. It 
may be said, that the Company had a right 
to expect aid from the territorial resources 
of India; that the revenues have increased 
since April 1798; and that the financial 
distresses which existed at that period, 
were very soon removed.—The events 
which have occurred since April 1798, 
must be recollected. The first of these, in 
point of time, was the war against Tippoo 
Sultaun ; at the same time that a large army 
was put into the field on the frontiers of 
Oude, to oppose Zemaun Shah. The army 
of Fort St. George did not return to its 
quarters till the month of Dec. 1799; and, 
in the month of May 1800, the army of 
Fort St. George was assembled again, and 
ut down the rebellion of Doondeah Waug. 
efore this service was completed, an ex- 
pedition was fitted out against Egypt; and, 
in a very few months after the troops had 
returned from pt, the armies of Fort 
St. George and Bombay were assembled 
and increased, in consequence of the 
disturbance in the Mahratta empire.— 
Besides all this, the pay of the king's 
and company’s troops, serving under Fort 
St. George, was increased; and the civil 
and judicial establishments, under that go- 
vernment, were placed on a more just scale 
than they had been before.—During these 
great and extensive military operations, a 
variety of others were necessarily carried 


on in different parts of the peninsula, each 


ist. j 

ce | 
ry | 

ed 

le. 
| 
an 

ne | 

ee 

st 
‘ae | 

all — 

as 

he 

pe 

ug 

| 

he 

ite | 
he 

Sie 

m= 

| 
| 

int 

in | 

by 

Tle 

al 

he | 

of 

| 


1079] 


of ‘which had a tendericy to increase the 
military charges.— According to this state- 


ment, it appears, that a very considerable |. 
proportion of the debt in India had been] te 


mcurred at different times, by the purchase 
of investment. If the account between the 
revenues of India and the Company had 
been kept in the form of a merchant's ac- 
count, or in the manner in which the East- 
India'Company keep their account against 
the public, the interest upon each sui bor- 
rowed for the commerce of the company, 
- would have been carried to account against 
them from the moment at which such sum 
was borrowed .—In this view of the case, the 
interest, at 10 per cent., upon 2,858,200/., 
being the amount laid out in India beyond 
supplies from‘England, and surplus reve- 
nue previous to 1798, would be, an- 
nually - - - - = = = = £285,890 
And, for eight years, to1806 - - = 2,126,560 
The interest upon the sums borrowed, i 


_ since 1798, each for their respective 
number of years, to1806 - - - 633,005 


Making atotalof- - - - - - £2,759,505 


It is evident that all these sums have been 
charges upon the revenues, and of course 
have contributed to swell the amount of 
the existing debt.—There is also in the 
amount of the debts incurred during lord 
Wellesley’s government, as’ before stated, 
asum of 1,200,00027. on the revenues of 
the Carnatic, with interest; which debt 
was incurred in a former period, previously 
to lord Wellesley’s arrival. The mode in 
which this debt.was incurred is as follows: 
—The registered creditors, uuder the act 
of 1784, had a right to certain portions of 
the annual payments made to the company 
by the nabob, under the treaty concluded 
with that prince by sir A. Campbell.—In 
the year 1791, lord Cornwallis assumed 
the nabob’s countries, and applied all the 
revenues to defray the civil and military 
charges of the company. The creditors 
‘applied for payment to the company, and 
the decision was not passed upon the sub- 
ject till after the year 1798, when the prin- 
cipal which had been due in 1791, with in- 
terest calculated to that period, was added 
_ to the company’s bonded debt of Fort St. 
George.—But there is another view which 
may he taken of the debt of 27,722,391 /, 
whichis supposed. to be due in India, on 
the 30th April, 1806; 16,669,745 1. of 
which have been incurred since the 30th 
of April, 1798. 
‘The assets in India, in April, 1798,were£.9,922,903 
In April 1806, supposing them the 

17,952,299. 
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Increase of assets in that period is 7,229,493 
Subtract the increase of assets from ; 
the amount of the increased Debt ; 
since 1798, and the remainder will a 

Which is the net increase of Debt. ‘ 
Set-off against the net increase of 
Debt the sum 3,147,725 


being the sum applied to investment, to 
supplies to China, and to his majesty’s and 
to the company’s chartered ships, beyond 
the amount of the exports and supplies 
from Europe, and the result will be, that’ 
the debt incurred in Jadia, on account of 
civil and military establishments and ser= 
vices of all descriptions, including the 


eight years, from April 1798, to April 
1806.—This view is liable to the same ex- 
ception as the former, on account of the 
errors in the accounts of the assets; but 
the error is not of very great magnitude, 
In this account of debt, supposed to have 
been incurred on account of political ex. 
peuses, is included the amount of supplies 
to Bencoolen and’ St. Helena, which, in 
the six years from 1798 to 1804 only, 
amount to 1,096,7362, Upon a review of 
the accounts which have been laid before 
parliament, at diflerent times, it appears, 
that large sums have been expended in 
India, for services chargeable to his majes- 
ty’s government; the Egyptian expedition 
was carried on at the expense of the com- 
pany ; and expenses have been incurred in 
India on account of expeditions against the 
Danish settlements, and of their capture; 
for all of which expenses, the company 
have a claim upon the public.—But as 
these expenses have been incurred in In- 
dia, and have been a charge upon its reve- 
nues, the amount allowed for them, and 
paid, or to be paid to the company, ought 
fairly to be set off against the amount of the 
debt, as well as the sums advanced to his 
majesty’s ships, aud for the government of 
Ceylon already noticed. ‘There are other 
sums also which now constitute a part of 
‘the debt in India, the value of which the 
company have received in England. The 
total charge of the Molucca islands, du- 
ring the'time they were in the possession 
of the.British government, ought to be car- 
ried against the home concern in the ana- 
lysis. of the debt: in India; as nearly the 


sent home, and sold for the benefit of the 
East-India Co.—A fter this view of the Debt, 
it is to be hoped that its amount, conside+ 


April-1804, they were 


1 


‘ing all the circumstances which have con¢ 


Egyptian expedition, is 6,292,597 2. in 


whole of the produce of the Moluccas was" 
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tributed to raise it, will ‘not prove, that| 


the company’s affairs have been managed 
in improvident manner; and that the 
public will see, in the general situation of 
the company’s finances, ample means of 
reducing this debt to any amount that may 
be deemed advisable.—If the mode pro- 
posed of drawing a proportion of the debt 
to England be adopted, and the saving of 
interest, which will be the result of this 
operation, be added to the annual interest 
‘ealculated to amount to 250,000 upon 
the principal now in the hands of the com- 
missioners for the redemption of the debt, 
this revenue alone will make an impression 
upon the debt, which must soon reduce it 
to the level to which every body wishes to 
see itreduced. Notwithstanding the large 
amount of the Debt, and the embarrass- 
ments occasioned in India, at diflerent 
times, by the great demands for the va- 
rious services which were in progress, the 
company’s credit was improving from the 
moment of lord Wellesley’s arrival in Io- 
dia, to the moment of his departure. On 
the first of June, 1798, the 12 per cent. 
paper in Bengal bore a discount of 3 to 4 per 
cent.; on the 29th of July, 1805, the 12 
per cents. were all paid off, and the 10 per 
cent. paper bore a preinium of 4 per cent. 
In June 1798, the 8 per cent. paper was 
at a discount of from 123 to 134 per 
cent. ; in the beginning of 1805, the 8 per 
cent, were at par, and would have conti- 
nued so, if it had been possible to send out 
specie from-England at an early period in 
the season. In July 1805, they were ata 
discount of from 33 to 5} per cent.; in 
June1798, the 6 per cent. paper was at 
21 per cent. discount ; in 1805, the 6 per 
cents. bore a discount of only 8% per cent. 
—This improving state of the credit is to 
‘be attributed to the public confidence 
gained by the regularity and publicity of 
all the financial operations of the govern- 
ment, by the measure of establishing funds 
at Fort St.George and in Bengal for the 
redemption of debt ; and by the judic‘ous 
measures adopted for the improvement of 
the revenue.—The amount in possession 
of the commissioners for the redemption of 
the Debt, on the 30th of April, 1805, as 
appears in p. 90 of the printed accounts, 
is 3,151,064 /., which sum, at 8 per cent. 
interest, will give nearly 250,000/. per 
annum for the reduction of the Debt.—The 
improvements effected in the revenue du- 
ring lord Wellesley’s government also 
Serve notice, Exclusive of the increase of 
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‘revenue, by ‘territorial acquisitions, and 
by subsidies, it appears, that every branch 
of the revenue of 1798, under the Bengal 
government, which, in the five preceding 


years had decreased to the amount of — 


234,519 1., was improved, under lord 
Wellesley’s government, as follows : 


1798 1803-4 Increase. 

S. Rupees. §. Rupecs. 8S. Rupees. 

Mint duties 64540 68042 3502 

Post Office - 140398 248127 147729 

Stamp duties 92416 547197 454721 
Licenses for sale 

of spirituous li- 
quors - 47534 158209 90678 
Fees and Fines 6606 96049» $9445 


Provincial police 427928 456217 29289 


Land revenue 29825983 31805421 1979438 
Sait . 10302783 15374223 5071440 
Opium 2084184 3989200 ~1905016 
Customs - 1251469 3228865 2023596 


Increase of the old revenues ) «. 
of Bengal during lord Wel- ye 
lesley’s government - 

The total increase of revenues during lord 
Wellesley’s administration, in different parts 
of India, is 6,608,239/.; the revenues ha- 
ving been, in 1798, 8,059,880 /. ; and those 
estimated by me for the future, 14,663,1197. 
The general commerce of the country is 
improved equally with the revenue. It 
appears, by the public documents before 
this house, that the commerce of India is 
now able to supply the China market so ef- 
fectually, as nearly to preclude the neces- 
sity of sending bullion to China; and large 
sums in specie are now imported into India 
from that country.—After the view which 
I have taken of the general situation of 
‘the affairs of the East-India Co. in India, 
I hope that it will be found, that their 
debt, although large, and certainly press- 
ing in a very great degree upon their pro. 
sperity, and upon the attention of those 
who have the management of their affairs, 
is not of 2 magnitude to create any danger; 
that it appears, that there are means of 
reducing it, at no very great distance of 
time, to a moderate amount, and that, 
under the auspices of the noble lord (Mor- 
peth), by ajust attention to the system of 
economy which he has recommended, and 
by reverting to the system and scale of es- 
tablishments fixed! in 1802-3, with such 
augmentations as the change of affairs has 
rendered necéssary,’ and’ as I have already 
described, ‘the ‘réyenues of that great em- 


pire will be found:t6 ‘afford ample means of 


restoring the finances. 
Mr. Whitshed Keene said, he greatly pre-e 
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ferred the situation of India at present, to. 
what it was in,1798, and had such confi- 
‘dence in the benefit that would result from 
the territorial acquisitions made by mar- 
is Wellesley, inasmuch as they had leftno 
footing for Bonaparte, that he would invest 
all his property, had he ten times what he 
possessed, in India stock. 
’ Mr. C. Grant had a statement in his 
hand which be had reason to believe to 
be correct; the only mode of ascertaining 
where the error lay, was by comparison ; it 
was impossible then to enter into the de- 
tail; it might be done upon the report. 
Mr. Prinsep rose, and declared, that he 
eould not allow the committee to rise with- 
out first delivering his opinion, at great 
length, on the alarming aspect of the com- 
auy’s affairs, whom he declared to be ina 
state of absolute insolvency. Rather than 
again forego his privilege, of which he had 
been more than once deprived in the way 
now attempted, be would count the house. 
He was ready at that late hour to enter 
into this investigation, or to adjourn the 


te. 

. Mr. Hobhouse, the chairman of the com- 
mittee, stated that the hon. member might 
perhaps have an opportunity of the com- 
parison previous to the bringing up of the 
report; it would then be equally compe- 
tent to him to urge his objections as it was 
at the present moment. 

Mr. Paull was confident, that, upon the 
resolutions being taken into furtber consi- 
deration, he would be able to disprove 
every part.of the hon. general’s statement. 
_ Sir 4, Wellesley declared, that he was 
extremely willing to shew his statement to. 
the hon. director, or any other member 
who might be desirous of making a compa- 
tison with any statement of his own. 

Mr. G. Smith denied that the company 
was in a state of insolvency, and observed, 
that such an assertion as that which the 
hon, alderman had made, required some 
further explanation, 

_ Mr. Prinsep was. proceeding to account 
Sor the opinion which he had advanced, 


Lord Castlereagh observed, that, from 
the hon. member’s. course of reasoning, it 
was evident that his explanation would oc- 

gupy more time than was desirable at the 
late hour. Qn the suggestion, of lord 
orpeth, the chairman reported progress, 
and obteined leave to sit again on Tuesday 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, July 11. 


the order of the day for the house resolving 
itself into a committee on the Traini 

bill, His lordship observed, that this bil} 
was one to which he could scarcely antici. 
pate any objection. It was founded on the 
exercise of bis majesty’s undoubted prero- 
gative, a prerogative which had never been 
disputed, that of calling out all those who 
were able to bear arms for the defence of 
the country against an invading army, 
The only question that could arise was ag 
to the means of exercising that prerogative, 
Under the present circumstances of the 
country, and looking as we must do tothe 
enormously increased power of France, it 
was evident that it was absolutely neces 
sary that a large efficient force should be 
kept up ready for the exigency of the mo. 
ment. The cbject of the present bill was 
to train to the use of arms 200,000 mea, 
who might, in case of necessity, come in 
aid of the other force of the country, It 
was not to be said that because we had 4l, 
ready a large force, that therefore it was 
unnecessary to resort to other measures; 
it should be remembered that, on our vast 
extent of coast, it was impossible strictly to 
guard every point; it was therefore the 
more necessary that there should be ay 
efficient force ready to bear down upoy 
any point where their services might be 
most wanted. Provision was made in this 
bill, that it should interfere as little as pos 
sible with the varied pursuits of the people, 
or break in.much upon their convenience; 
and, at the same time, an option was given 
to those who might not wish, for various 
reasons, to be trained with the persons 0p 
whom this bill would generally operate, or 
who could not go out to be trained without 
great injury to their business, to pay in 
stead a pecuniary fine. It was also pro- 
vided, that the number to be called out 


thereby avoiding all partiality. He was 


roughly understood in the country, the 
voluntary zeal and ardour. of the people 
would render it unnecessary to carry the 
compulsory provisions into execution. The 
bill might not be immediately operative 
but he looked forward to the most bi 


permanent effects from such a system. , 


Bitz.) Earl Spencer moved 


should be balloted for, which was thought | 
and justly in his opinion, the fairest mode 
of choosing the persons to be trained | 


convinced that, when the bill was, thor — 
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as not merely at the exigency of the mo-| 
pre that he ttt to’ the bill for aid to 
the country, but’ he considered it as a 
means of inspiring a military character into 
a large mass of the population of the coun- 
try, and thus, in the midst of our com 
_ merce and our wealth, giving us also mili- 


tary strength, and enabling us to enter, 
fully préparéd, into any futare war, with 
the means of sending out of the country a 
large disposable force. Me concluded by 
moving, that the house should resolve it- 
sélf into a committee on the bill. 

Lord Melville said, it was not his wish 
to oppose any measure which his majesty’s 
ministers considered necessary for the de- 
fence of the country, but he must beg 
leave to express his doubts as to the pro- 
priety or utility of the present bill. In 
considering this measure, he naturally 
Tookéd'to the présent state of the military 
force of the country ; and when he found 
that’ we had at present a volunteer force of 
from 3 to 400,000 men, in addition to the 
regular army and militia, he was induced 
to ask, where was the necessity of this 
measure? We had already a large force of 
a much superior description tu any that this 
bill could give’; a force which had arisen 
out of the voluntary spirit, the zeal and 
the ardour of the country ; a force, in con+ 
templating which, every man might sleep 
sound in his bed, and consider the country 
secure. Why then resort to compulsory 
means, when we had already a sufficient 
foree, and’ when the country was already 
secure ? To resort now to such a bill as the 
present, would tend to dishearten and dis- 
courage that voluntary force, to whom the 
country were so much indebted, by telling 
them that they were of little use; that, 
notwithstanding all their zeal’ and ardour, 
it was still necessary to' resort to compul- 
sory means to ensure the security of the 
country. Hedid not mean to insinuate 
that‘ noble lords’ on the other side’ had any 
wish or intention’ to discourage the voluu- 
teers; but declarations had been made, 
which had gore forth to the countiy, and 
which certainly tended'to damp the ardour 
and the spirit of those who had so loyally 
and so ‘patriotically stepped forward in the 
hour of danger, to take up arms in defence 
of the Country. How was such a force’ as 
nt to be properly disciplined ? 
Ho it to be officered? Na 
were pointed out by which such a forte 
Was to be Teally ‘efficient: A 
great expence would’ be incurred ‘in carry: 
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ing the provisions of the bill into execu- 
tion; an experice for which he Had not the 
least dobut that 400,000 volunteers nright 
be provided, properly armed, accoutred, 
clothed, and officered; a force which, it 
was needless to’ say, would be of a much © 
superior description to that- which’ would 
arise out of the present bill. There was, 
besides, another objection to the presént 
measure, arising out of a bifl of a similar 
nature, brought forward at’ the ¢ommence-’ 
ment of the war; in which it was provided, 
that if a number of volunteers came’ for- 
ward, equal to six times the number of the 
militia, the compulsory provision of train- 
ing should not be resorted to. Considéra- 
bly more than that number of volunteers’ 
did come forward, and now, fotwithstand= 
ing that, a new’ bill was brought in, to carry 
into execution a compulsory mode of train~ 
ling, and thus to substitute a force which 
iwas’ not knowh, nor ever had: existed in the 
country, for’ one which hdd been already 
tried’ and’ found efficient: He was tho- 
roughly convinced that nothing had tended 
‘in a greater degree to silence the boastings 
of the enemy, and shew him the’ futility of 
his schemes against this country, than that 
zeal and patriotism which had been so emis 


‘nently evinced by the volunteers; and he 


appealed upon this subject to a noble lord 


(Moira) onthe other side of the house, 


who, when commanding in Scotland, spoke 
in the highest terms of the quality and effi- 
ciency of that description of force, If, 
then, as Ke contended, the volunteers were 
an efficient force, where was the’ necessity 
of resorting to’ a measure for training 4 
large portion of the population of the coun- 
try to arms? The volunteers were, in fact, 
the trained population of the country, and 
trained in a manner greatly superior to the 
training which would be carried into effect 
under this bill, He agreed in the policy of 
training young men to arms, and making it 
a part of théir education; but he thought 
it would be mach better to give up the pres 
sent bill, which could not, at any rate, be 
carried into effect for some time to come, 
and next session a bill might be brought in 
with provisions more adequate ‘to the in- 
tended object. 

> The Earl of Moira said, the noble vis- . 
count agreed in the necessity of having a 
large efficient force under the presentcircum 
stances of the country; the only difference of 
opinion between them was as to the quality 
of that force. He had been appealed to 
by the noble viscount with respect to what 
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was formerly uttered by him, as to the: 
efficiency of the volunteer force of Scot- 
land, and to that opinion he still adhered. 
At the time he commanded in Scotland, he 
not only undertook the defence of that 
country, byt also of the northern parts of 
England; and had so high an opinion. of 
the volunteer force, that he would have led 
them on with the utmost confidence against 
an invading enemy. It was in that conti- 
dence in the volunteers that he parted with 
the regular troops under. his command, 
who were thereby rendered disposable for 
the service of the, country iy other quar- 
ters. . This was not.an overweening conti- 
dence, but.a confidence founded upon an 
experience of the efficiency pf the volun- 
teer force, a confidence. which he still 
-waintained; nor would he hesitate to lead 
eu such a force, against any veteran army’ 
ef France which could effect a landing here. 
‘The noble viscount, had contended that our 
present force was sufficient for. our de- 
fenee ; this argument might be good, if we 
could know at what point an enemy might 
attempt to effect a landing, or that he would 
only make the attempt at one point; but 
with our vast extent of coast, this was ab- 
solutely impossible, and therefore it be- 
came necessary to have a: large efficient 
force in the, country, ready for the exi- 
gency of the moment, He admitted, that 
the volunteers were of a much superior de- 
seription of force to the force which could 
be procured under the present bill; but it 
was not intended, as the noble viscount had 
said, to substitute this force for the volun- 
teers, but to bring it in gid of them. The 
_ noble viscount had talked of expressions 
which had been ysed, tending to discou- 
rage and, dishearten the volunteers ; but 
he disclaimed any such intention in any. of 
his colleagues iu office, and maintained 
that what had been alluded to had been in- 
vidiously represented. Our present force, 
it was ‘said, was sufficient for the defence 
of the country ; but were they, to look only 
to the defence of. our coast, without con- 
sidering the modes adopted by the enemy, 
of attacking the resources of our commerce 
and our prosperity in other quarters? No: 
he looked forward to a period when, if the 
war continued,’ we might, by, means: of 
our volunteer force, and the force raised 
- under this bill at home, be enabled to send 
every, battalion of regular troops out of the 
‘country, ‘to combat the enemy in those 
quarters where, they, were attacking our re- 
sources and our interests. Were au enemy 
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}perpetually harassed by this mode of. at. 


them to.land in this country, he would.leag 
on a volunteer army against them with the 
utmost confidence., It would be. wise po, 
licy, im sucha situation, not to risk, a bat. 
tle without absolyte nécessity ; but, in the 
mean time, the peasantry trained under 
this bill might be most advantageously em, 
ployed in firing from behind hedges ang 
banks upon, the caqlumns of the enemy; 
who, unable to send out detachments, and 


tack,: would ultimately be overwhelmed 
and completely defeated. He could not 
conceive by what mode of calculation the 
noble viscount had discovered that 200,000 
voluutecrs could be raised for the same 
expence as would be incurred under. the 
present bill. How those 200,000 volun. 
teers were to be raised, it was. beyond bis 
comprehension to discover, As to the ob 
jection, that there was no provision for 
officering the men trained under this bill, 
it was not intended to officer them until 
the exigency of the moment. might require 
it, but merely to train them to the use of 
arms, that, in, the case of emergency, they 
might be employed with effect, against an 
enemy, and in aid of the volunteers. He 
considered the bill to be well calculated 
for the purposes which he had. mestioned, 
and its provisions to be well adapted to 
secure the objects intended to be effected, 
The Earl of Westmoreland contended, 
that the bill imposed a heavy burshen upon 
the country, without the probability of de, 
riving from it any adequate advantage, 
There were, he believed, 15,000 parishes; 
and how were the men in these different 
parishes to be trained? how many serjeants 
and constables must there be? how many 
drums and fifes? what was to be done with 
the arms? were the serjeants to travelin 
post-chaises or balloons? There appeared 
to him to be no adequate provision for car, 
rying the abject of the bill into effect. The 
bill, besides, threw a slur upon the volume 
teers, by declaring that their services were 
inadequate. It had been said, that opi, | 
nions given respecting the volunteers had | 
been misrepresented ; but was it meant fa 
be stated, that all the newspapers, aud all 
the short-hand writers, had been bribed to | 
circulate a misrepresentation through the 
country? Were not. other measures, not 
favourable to the volunteers, suggested by 
his majesty’s servants, through the, mou 
of his majesty ? 
» Lord Grenville spoke. to order. , Tip 


lord. was, he. conceived, .irregul 
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said, by a great and eminent character, 


in discussing opinions uttered in another 
place, and certainly in mentioning his ma- 
jesty in the way he had just done. 
" The Earl of Westmoreland said, if the ex- 
pression he had used was improper, he 
would say, measures that had been an- 
“nounced by his majesty through the 
mouths of bis servants. i 

Lord Grenville again spoke to order, de- 
claring it disorderly tor any noble person 
‘to say, that bis majesty spoke through the 
mouth of any member of parliament. 

‘The Earl of Westmoreland apologised for 
having used the name of his majesty in any 
way that was conceived improper; but con- 
tended that, in discussing the opinions used 
in another place, he had only done what 
had been done before, in the course of the 
debate. His lordship resumed his argu- 

_ments against the bill, which, he contended, 
was not calculated to produce any advan- 
tage to the country. 

‘Lord Sidmouth defended the bill, which, 

_ he contended, was not near so rigorous in 
its provisions,-as the bill of a similar de- 
scription, brought forward when the noble 
lord (Westmoreland) and himself were in 
administration. The object of the bill was, 
to raise a force which might be rendered 
essentially useful, either by being incorpo- 
rated with the regulars or the militia, or, 
in other modes, in the event of an attempt | 
on the part of the enemy. It had been truly 


that we migt ‘have, in this coustry, what 
an *nemy could not bring with him—an 
armed people, whom no enemy could con- 
quer. It was in this view that the bill was 
essentially important, as contributing ma- 
terially to that great object. It had been 
insinuated by the nobte viscount (Melville), 
that this measure was a breach of faith with 
the people, in as much as, by the last train- 
ing bill, compulsory measures were not to 
be adopted, if the volunteers, to a certain 
extent, came forward. That bill, however, 
only authorised his majesty to suspend, in 
that event, the operation of the compul- 
sory clauses; but did not, nor could, affect 
his majesty’s prerogative to call out the 
people whenever necessary. ‘The present 
measure was rendered necessary, in order 
to raise a force sufficient for the purposes 
for which it was wanted, and which would 
come in aid of the volunteers. 

Lord. Eldon declared, that no man more 
highly approved than he had done, and that 
nove could, at this moment, be more firmly 
¢onvinced than he was, of the propriety and 
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merits of the military measures brought for- 
ward by the noble viscount who spoke last. 
The measures of the ministry who succeeded 
the noble viscount, at the head of whom was 
that great man whose loss was now so justly 
deplored, he was also convinced, were the 
best which could be resorted to, in the si. 
tuation in which the country was placed. 
These measures had also been approved of 
by the noble viscount ; and he (lord Eldon) 
was only afraid, the noble viscount was not 
entirely aware of the nature of the present 
measures, introduced by those with whom 
he now acted, who had so loudly decried 
the measures of the noble viscount, and of 
his successor, as being totally weak and in- 
efficient. ‘The opinions of the present go- 
vernment, as to the volunteer force of the 
country, it was not his wish to judge of from 
any representations which had taken place 
out of the house. He must therefore col- 
lect it from what he should hear their lord- 
ships say in their places that night. He 
must, however, declare, that, in his opi- 
nion, to them this country was not in- 
debted, alone, for safety from a foreign foe; 
but that, from their being collected together 
at the period when they were first embodied, 
was owing the existence, at this moment, of 
the constitution. The present bill, or any 
other which could have any tendency to 
degrade them, or to render their services 
less beneficial, he could never approve of. 
He alluded to the promises of ministers, to 
bring forward a complete military system ; 
not a piece here and a piece there; but 
contended that, in this, they had coms 
pletely broken their word ; and that, after 
an interval of some months, first one part 
of their system, and now, at the distance of 
another month, another part of their sys- 
tem, had been introduced. 

Lord Grenville, after the able states 
ments, in support of the measure, made 
by his noble friends near him, should not 
have thought it necessary to say a word ‘n 
the subject, had it not been for the obser- 
vations of the learned lord who spoke last. 
For the right hon, gent., now no more, to 
whom the noble and learned lord had al- 
luded, no person could feel more strongly 
than he did. He had been his dearest 
friend; and when he had differed from 
him, it was with sincere regret; but, at the 


{same time, he could not sacrifice to him 


his judgment, and every idea of propriety. 
With respect to the opinions of his ma- 
jesty’s ministers as to the volunteers, every 
individual member of administration in this 
4A 
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house knew, that there was but one opi- 
nion among them, This opinion, he de- 
sired, might be collected, not from their 
words, but from their conduct, Had they 
not been among the first, not merely. to 
countenance and encourage, but, them- 
selves, to take a part in that service; and 
could it be supposed, that they wished to 
‘do any thing which should go to degrade 
and insult themselves, and their comrades 
and companions in arms? For the govern- 
ment collectively too, he could declare that, 
so far from degrading, it was their wish 
to honour and protect the volunteers; to 
protect them more particularly against that 
foul insinuation which had been thrown out 
against them, that they had so little patriot- 
ism, as to be deterred, by misrepresenta- 
tious arid misconceptions, from performing 
their duty to their country. If, however, 
by saving the country, the noble and learned 
lord meant, that there was any dread that, 
but for their existence, our country was, at 
present, in danger, from its internal ene- 
Iies, he could by no means follow him that 
length. He was convinced, if there were, 
among ourselves, any enemies to the con- 
stitution of this country, the occurrences 


‘of the three last years must have been more’ 
than sufficient to bring them back into the 


think it necessary to have them deposited 
in some castle or fortress; but should thi 

that in enabling every man to become ha- 
bituated to the use of arms, and the people 
thus to become an armed: people, while 
they in no wise endangered the peace of 
the country at home, they rendered it ins 
vulnerable against every. foreign attack, , 

‘Lerd Hawkesbury entered into an inves. 
tigation of the different, measures alluded 
to by the noble lord; and particularly of 
the great advantages of voluntary services, 
which, he was convinced, would be greatly 
aflected by the present measure; a measure 
which, in his opinion, would be equally ex. 
pensive, and by no means so efficient as the 
voluntary force, He should not, however, 
press the matter to a question. 

The Earl of Rosslyn shewed, that the 
volunteer service could not at all be aly 
fected by the present measure ; which was 
not a substitute for, but an addition to, the 
volunteer system. He took a view of the 
different immunities,’ such as exemption 
from ballot for the militia, army of reserve, 
&c., which had Leen formerly held out to 
them; and maintained that, instead of ber 
ing degraded, as it had been termed by 
this bill, it also went to encourage the em 
tering into the volunteer corps, by exempt 


_ path of loyalty. His lordship then pro-| 
ceeded to shew, that the present was not a’ 
separate measure; but a part of the general | 
military system, which the present govern-. 
ment had resolved to adopt, and which the 
noble and learned lord could bardly have. 
expected to see comprehended in one bill. 

' First, they had got rid of one measure which | 
was universally acknowledged to be bur-. 
tbhensome and unjust in itself; which had’ 
been unproductive, and, at the same time, 
operated as a drawback on the ordinary re-| 
eruiting, They then proceeded to intro-| 
duce a limited endurance of service, with’ 
the double view of increasing the number, 
and of introducing into the army a new or-. 
der, superior in zeal and energy, as superior 
in knowledge. The volunteer force still ex-' 
isted; and now the present bill was brought 
in for the purpose of forming a force in ad- 
dition to it, by which, in time, the whole 
country should be instructed in the use of 
arms. He informed the noble earl (West-. 
moréland), that it was the intention of the 
present government to disperse 200,000) 
stand of arms among the, people of the] | 


ing all such from the provisions of the bill, 
He asked, too, if it could be contended, 
that the same number of volunteers would 
continue having nothing but the August 
establishment, while the contributions were 
discontmued? We adverted to what had 
fallen from the learned lord (Eldon) aso 
the volunteers being the saviours of the 
constitution ; and trusted-it could not even 
be insinuated, that such an idea was at all 
well founded, in the present state of the 
country. 
Lord Eldon, in explanation, declared, 
that he had never either insinuated or 
dreamt of such a thing. He had simply ab 
luded to the volunteers at the time of their 
formation; and had attributed to them, 
he was convinced, correctly, that this 
country had escaped those destructive and 
desolating principles, by which the liberties 
of the rest of Europe had been overturned, 
The question was then put, the house 
went into a commitiee, and the bill wa 
reported. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. . 

Friday, July 11. 
[Grenapa Sr, Vincent's 
Biri.] A Bill was brought in, for vesting 


country; se far were. they. afraid of this,} 
that they even intended to instruct them 
how to use them, Neither should they 
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in certain trustees, the sale of property be- 
longing to the house of M‘Dowall and Co. 


for the re-payment of advances made to}, 


them by government ; which being read a 
first time, 

. Mr. Baker took a view of the whole of 
the transaction, observing that, in conse- 
quence of the calamities which occurred in 
the islands of Grenada and St. Vincent’s, 
in 1800, an act of parliament was passed, 
tv enable government to make certain ad- 
vances to the merchants and planters of 
these islands, on sufficient security. being 
given for the re-payment, Of this money, 
the sum of 240,000/, had been advanced 
to the gentlemen in- question ; and yearly 
applications since made to parliament, to 
extend the time of the re-payment. It 
seemed that this money, instead of being 
employed in the manner proposed, had 
been laid out for other purposes in Scot- 
land; and he thought, that the outstanding 
of the debt to this time was highly criminal, 
in some quarter or other. 

Mr. M‘Dowall requested the permission 
of the house 'to explain, that ever since the 
year 1800, when this loan was made, he had 
used every possible exertion to repay this 
debt to government. He had ample funds, 
not only for paying that, but every other 
demand upon this firm; but, in all his ef- 
forts to dispose of the great property he 
possessed in Scotland, he was, for some 
reason or other, constantly thwarted and 
impeded by the first law officers of the 
crown in Scotland, under the late govern- 
ment, Even at this moment, he had a 
property of 180,000/. floating in Scotland, 

_ which, for the reasons already mentioned, 
he could not avail himself of. He was 
aware that his own honour and character 
required a full explanation of the whole of 
these transactions being made to the house 
and the country; and, however reluctant 
he might be, on some accounts, to make 

such a disclosure, he owed it to himself 
to afford it in a proper stage of the bill. 
The foundation ‘of ‘the present bill was, to 
permit him, by his own consent, to dispose, 
through the medium of trustees, of that pro- 
perty which would enable him to discharge 
the debts due. to the public and the other 
ereditors to his house. Pw! 

"Phe Attorney-General. explained, that 
when he’ came’ into bis present’ official 
situation, he found this’ large debt due 
to government; and, for the better and 
more speedy recovery of it, ‘he wished to 
have the sale of the property vested in 


‘trustees ; which was the whole object of 
this bill. 

Mr. R. Dundas said, he did not mean to 
oppose the bill, or controvert the greater 
part of what was said by his hon. friend ; but 
he thought it hard, that the late law officers 
of Scotland should be’ arraigned for their 
conduct, before the whole of the pruceed+ 
ings should be before the house. ., “ 

Mr. M‘Dowall said, what he had prin- 
cipally to request was, that the house woul 
suspend its judgment till they should be in 
complete possession of the whole, from do- 
cuments which he should, at any time, be 
prepared to lay before them. 

Mr. Johnstone said that, notwithstand- 
ing this bill for vesting the sale iri ‘trustees, 
he hoped the present securities for the debt 
would not be released, on g¢count 
difference of opinion between the late and 
on law officers of the crown in Scot» 

and. 

Mr. Francis said, he objected to the 
principle of these Joans originally ; and the 
present bill was a proof; that such advances 
of money to individuals were not withify the 
proper functions of the government,—The 
bill was then read a first time. Wie or 

SenT BY MIsTAKE 70 THE LorDs.] 
Mr. Hobhouse felt himself under the neces- 
sity of calling the attention of the house to 
a circumstance which might involve some 
blame to himself; but-in which he trusted 
to the indulgence of the house. “A bill 
(sir J. Gordon’s Divorce Bill) had been 
taken from the table of the house, and 
carried up to the’ lords, which bad not 
passed this House ; the lords were unwil- 
ling to part with the bill, without a message 
from the house to recall’ it; a message, 
therefore, he was under the necéssity of 
moving for. ‘Fhere were precedents of si- 
milar mistakes, and’ similar messages ; but 
he could not call upon: the house, ‘without 
taking some blame ‘to himself for an in= 
advertency which, he supposed, must have 
happened to him acting as chairman of the 
committee’of ways and means. He moved, 
that a message be sent to the lords, desiring 
that their lordships would send back the 
said bill’ 

Mr. Baker was not surprised that such mis- 
takes should occur, when the duty of the chair- 
man of the committee of ways and means was 
performed by so many persons. He wished 
te know, who was the real chairman * 

Mr. Hobhouse said, it was weil known 
that the chairman (Mr. Alexander) was 
much absent, in making preparations for 
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his departure -for a foreign’ settlement. 
From friendship to that gentleman, he had 
generally performed his duty ; and when- 
ever hé was not present, it was done by 
some other gentleman, for the convenience 
of the house. He was content to take the 


blame of the inadvertency upon himself, as 
having acted most frequently. —It was then 
ordered, that a message be sent to the lords, 
to:desire them to return the bill. 

or THE Napons. or Arcor.] 
Mr. Hobhouse moved the order of the day 
reading of the Nabobs of Arcot’s 


for the 3d 
bill. 
Mr. Ryder, rose, to move, by way of 
‘amendment, that the words “ appointing 
the commissioners to report to the house 
the grounds of their decision on every claim 


that was brought before them,” be erased. 


He contended, that this clause made the 
house a court of appeal, and would prevent 
the decisions of the commissioners from be- 
ing final. Besides, they might, sometimes, 
find themselves obliged to decide in opposi- 


tion to the evidence tbat was laid before. 


them; and when this evidence was sub- 
_ anitted to the house, it would not furnish 
them with the grounds of the commissio- 
mers’ decision. He. conceived the com- 
missioners to be the ultimate resort in this 
case, since they, were a sort of arbitrators 
between the East-India Co. and the cre- 
ditors of the nabob. : 

_ Lord H. Petty stated the origin of the 
clause now objected to; which had been 
proposed as an addition to another which 
be had introduced, for the purpose of obli- 
ging cominissioners to report their deci- 
sions to. the house from time to time. 
However, be sdw no material objection to 
the amendment now proposed; but he 
should wish to hear the opinions of his le- 
gal friends on the subject. 

_ Mr. Windham supported the clause as it 
now stood; and observed, that it did not 
bind the house to investigate the grounds 
on which the commissioners decided in any 
spsiances but merely went to enable par- 

iament to review their proceedings when- 
€verit might judge proper, 

Mr. Perceval considered the motion to 
be liable to many objections. The com- 
Missioners stood exactly in the light of ar- 
bitrators between the creditors and the 

East-India Co., under a decree of parlia- 
ment.’ That house might disagree. with the 
judgment of the commissioners, whether 
the motives for their decision should be 
right or wrong. The claims for sugh a sum 


as 5or 6 millions must be very numerous;' 
and it would be extremely inconvenient for 
that house to examine the whole of the ey. 


dence in all the cases. It might, indeed, 


be right for them to make such a report ag 
would shew, that they did mot sleep. upon 
their duty ; but, by calling for the grounds: 
of their decisions, he was afraid the house 
would make itself a party to them, 

Mr. Francis said, that a bill which was to 
dispose of 5,640,000/., so far from being a 


| private one, was of the greatest public in. 


terest. For himself, he would take no part 
in it at all; as he did not think the parlia- 
ment should be a party to any such agrees 
ments. He would oppose it iz toto ; and 
would not consent, that the house of com- 
mons should give its sanction to claims of 
which a highly respectable gent., late chair 
man of the Court of Directors (Mr. Grant), 
had declared, in his seat, three-fourths tobe 
false demands; and, that it would be extras 
ordinary, if even the other fourth should be 
established. 
The Attorney-General said, the clause al- 
luded to did not proceed from any distrust 
of the commissioners; but was thought to 
be one which must be desirable even to 
themselyes. Though the parties were the 
creditors, and the Kast-India Co. the debts 
ors; yet it was a public measure ; for, if 
it was of a private nature, why come to 
parliament at all? He thought, also, that 
the different debts might be classed, and 
the grounds of the decision laid before the 
house, without repeating the whole of the 
evidence. 
Mr. Rose thought, that if the commis: 
siohers were, as he believed them to be, fit 
aud competent persons to enquire, the de- 
cision must be safer in their hands, thanin 
those of that assembly. He disapprovedof 
the whole of the clause, as the house could 


‘not possibly examine, itself, and decide up 
on all of the cases; and should not, theres 


fore, give its sanction to the 
of the debts. 

Mr. Sheridan said, that every word he 
had heard, convinced him that this was an — 
unfit commission. It was, in reality, the — 
public money by which the debts wereto - 
be liquidated; for how was the publictobe — 
paid by the East-India Co., if their reves 
nues were ‘swallowed up by the payment 
of these debts? Who were the fit persons 
for deciding on these debts? ‘Were they 
not commissioners so constituted, as that 
their decision should be final ? Was it nob 


monstrous, that commissioners should:¥# 


validity of any 


| 
| 
| | 
| 


1097] 


pointed, whose decisions should be sub- 
ject to appeal? This house was the most 
unfit place for reviewing them; and why 
not, at once, appoint parliamentary com- 
missioners, whose decisions should be final? 
What was known already, with regard to 
India debts, in 1784, justified him m ma- 
king .@ supposition, that some collusion 
might take place between the creditors 
and. the company; by which the public 
might be defrauded. : 

Lord Castlereagh was, also, for leavin 
the whole in the hands of the commissio- 
ners. The house should not give any ad. 
ditional validity to the claims, nor make 
itself a court of appeal, If it did, the con- 
sequence would be, to have the table of 
the house covered with a mass of useless 
papers. 

Mr. Sheridan again observed, that if the 
house directed the commissioners to report 
the grounds on which they decided, it must 
be either for the purpose of revising them, 
or to gratify an idle curiosity. 

Mr. Grant said, there could be no un- 
certainty in the business of the commissio- 
ners; who were all men of high character 
and honour,. and were bound to decide 
upon oath. This agreement was not ofa 
novel nature, as it was conformable to the 
pisces observed in the whole of the East- 

ndia goyernment,—After a few more ob- 
servations, Mr, Ryder consented to with- 
draw his amendment, 

Mr, Johnstone:moved, as an amendment, 
that none of the commissioners, hereafter to 
be appointed for investigating these claims, 
should be members of that house; but, that 
this exemption should not extend to those 
who had been already appointed; which, 
after some observations, was withdrawn, 
and the bill read a third time and passed. 
_ [Treasurersuip or tHe Navy.} Mr. 
Whitbread rose, pursuant to the notice 
which he had given on a former occasion, 
not with a view, in the present state of the 
house, and at this late period of the ses- 
sion, to move for leave to bring in a bill for 
the better regulation of the treasurership of 
the navy; but for the purpose of moving, 


. that, early in the next session, the house 


should take into consideration the act of 
the 25th of the king, intitled, “ An Act 
for the better regulation of the office of 
Treasurer of the Navy.” Every member 
who now heard him, he apprehended, had 
tead,. with attention, the report made by 
the committee appointed to examine the 
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‘the late impeachment; and, if they had 
read it, he trusted that they had taken it 
into their most serious consideration ; as, 
according to what appeared in those jour- 
nals, eleven of the judges of England had 
given it as their opinion, that the law gave ~ 
no hold to the public on its officers; that, . 
without violation of the law, such officers. 
might make use of the public money for 
their own private purposes, if they pleased ; 
and, on proof being had of such applica- 
tion, that the officers were not punishable 
by information or indictment. If that opi- 
nion was called for, and if the majority of 
the peers, upon the opinions of the judges 
delivered to the above effect, had pro- 
nounced the acquittal in the late impeach- 
ment, then it was high time that this should 
be declared to be law, if it was law; or, that, 
if it was not law, it should be declared that 
it should become so in future. He regret- 
ted that, at this late period of the session, 
he could not propose, with propriety, to 
bring in a-bill ov that subject; but he hoped, 
that early next session this would be done. 
As to the act of the 25th of the king, it did 
now appear, from the opinions of the eleven 
judges, that the public had, from the mo- 
ment it was passed, up to the present time, 
been under a most gross delusion, with re- 
spect to its provisions ; and that large sums 
of public money, (as had lately happened, 
to the extent of 150,000/.,) might be drawn 
from the bank, and deposited in any place 
whatever, by the treasurer: and that not 
only he, but one deputed by him, might 
thus dispose of money, and lodge it in 
any place, even beyond the controul of 
the treasurer. He found not only that the 
assizned balances might be disposed of in 
this manner ; but, also, when another ob- 
ject was in view, and when it appeared that 
the motive of the treasurer of the navy, or 
his deputy, was to make use of the public 
money for their own profit and advantage, 
we still found, from these decisions, that such 
practices were not cognizable by law, and 
that the parties were punishable on in- 
formation or indictment. He wished that 
he could, even in this session, have brought 
forward a bill for the regulation of the office 
of treasurer of the navy, and the greater se- 
curity of the public. As that, however, could 
not conveniently be done, he trusted, ‘that 
early next session his right hon, friend near 
him (Mr. Sheridan) would introduce such 
a bill; or, if he did not, he himself would 
do it; and he sincerely hoped, that his right 
hon. friend would-succeed better in a meas 
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sure for the regulation of his own office, 
than his noble predecessor had done. The 
great difficulty he should feel, he protested, 
would be, to find words more strong than 
those whieh had been employed in the act 
ef the 24th. He hoped, however, that his 
right ben, friend would make the words so 
strong and clear, the sense so cohspicuous 
and defined, and the enactment so plain 
and obvious, that it would be impossible 
that the provisions of his bill could be mis- 
conceived, or mistaken. He concluded by 
neying,. “ that this house will, early in the 
next session, take into consideratian the 
act of the 25th Geo. III. ch. 31, relative 
to the regulation of the office of treasurer 
of the navy.” On the suggestion of the 
speaker, he also moved, that the reprot of 
the committee appointed to inspect the 
lords’ journals should be entered as read. 
. Mr, Leicester rose, not with any inten- 
tion to object to the motion of the hon: 
gent.; bat, because some things which he 


said ap: to him so extraordinary that 
he co not pass them over without ob- 
servation. He seemed to have supposed, 


that. the Jearned judges had determined, 
that embezzling the public money was no 
offence cognizable by law.. The judges had 
determined no such thing.—[Here Mr. 
Whitbread, by permission of the house, 
rose, and read the following extract from 
the journals of the lords: Whether it was 
lawfyl for the treasurer of the navy, before 
the passing of the act of 25 Geo. [I]. ¢. 31, 
(and more especially when, by warrant from 
his majesty, bis. salary, as such treasurer, 
as aforesaid, was augmented,.in full satis- 
faction for all wages, fees, aud other profits 
end empluments,) to apply any sum of mo- 


ney imprested to him for navy :services, 


‘apy other use whatsoever, public or 
priyate,: without. express authority for so 
dving; and whether such applieation, by 
such treasurer, would have been a mis- 
demeanour, or punishable by information 
or indictment?” The lord chief justice of 
the eourt of common pleas delivered the 
ppanimous opinion of the judges upon the 
said question ; “ That it was not lawful for 
the treasurer of the navy, before the 25 
Geo. LIT, c..31, although after the warrant 
stated in the question, to apply any sum of 
yaorey, imprested to him for navy. services, 
to ther uses, public or private, without 
express authority fer so doing, so)aa to 
constitute misdemeanour punishable by 
wafoumation or indictment ;” and gaye his 
sgasons,} Mr. Leicester, in continuation, 


that; but then that was. no embezzlement, 


observed, that he was perfectly aware of 


The opinion only went so far as to say, 
that a temporary use of the public money, 
by individuals in office, was not an offenge 
cognizable by law; and every one knew, 
who was at all acquainted with the coung 
of business for these last thirty years; that 
this had never been considered as a publig 
offence. Where was the difference betwee 
the case of the late lord Holland and suyh 
individuals? ‘The hon. gent. had said, that 
the judges had given it as their opinion, 
that money might, by law, be drawn from 
the bank, and deposited elsewhere, for pre 
vate purposes. ‘They had said no such thing: 
they had only said, ‘that it was not illegal 
to draw money. from the bank bond jide 
for naval service, Whether afterwards the 
trust should be abused, was a quite difle 
rent thing, and one which they considered 
themselves as having nothing to do with, 
‘Fhe gentlemen on the other side, therefore, 
seemed to have misconceived them, and to 
blend the liberty of taking out the money, 
with the emoluments made by Trotter. 
Mr. Ih hitbread hoped, that he should be 
indulged with the liberty of saying a few 
words in reply. He had never mentioned 
the word * embezzlement” at all. ‘The 
learned gentleman meant, he supposed, by 
embezzling, the. making use of the publie 
money, and not bringing it forward at: the 
making up of the accounts. He did not 
say: any thing about that; nor had he any 
such thing in contemplation. What hé 
meant was, the applying of the public me 
ney to private purposes for a time ; and this, 
he and his friends had contended, was aa 
offence punishable at common law. As to 
the construction of the act of the 25thol 
the king, if the treasurer, or his deputy, 
might take out the money from the bank 
for naval purposes, and afterwards apply it 
to purposes of private emolument, then, be 
repeated, ‘that the public had, up to this 
time, been labouring under a most gros 
delusion ; for it was utterly impossible to 
suppose, that the legislature had anyother 
intention than, that the money drawn from 
the bank should be. immediately applied 
to naval purposes, and to no other what 
ever. He again repeated, that his great 
difficulty would be, to find words mort 
binding upon the treasurer, not to dra 
out the money for any other: than. naval 
purposes, and not to. apply it to any- other 
purpose when drawn. It was, that we 
blended the, liberty allowed, with. theus 
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made of the money by Trotter. We did 
po such thing ; but it was the learned gent. 
who blended the taking out of the money 
with the emoluments made by Trotter. 
Could ‘his right hon. friend near him, then, 
allow Mr. Scott to take out the money, to 
deposit it at Coutts’s, and make what use of 
it he pleased? If such a thing was done, 
he contendéd, that it would be, still, im- 

ossible to permit such a thing to pass 
without, at least, an attempt to punish it. 
He was not, at present, enquiring what 
was the law, in opposition to the judges? 
but still they were fallible men, and liable 
to error, even in construing the law. This: 
house, and the other, might act in opposi- 
tion to their opinions, as they were not 
bound by them, unless they appeared well 
founded; and it was no longer ago than 
the preceding day, that the house of lords 
decided in direct opposition to the opinions 
of the judges, after they had been solemnly 
called upon to deliver them. As the judges, 
then, were not infallible, it became the le- 

gislature to consider, whether what they 
had delivered, on this point, was law or not. 
If it was law, then the law ought to be de- 
clared. If it was not law, then it was high 


time to have a new law, to render the point | 


clear and certain. 
_ Mr, R. Dundas admitted that, according 
to the opinions of most persons, some new 
regulations were necessary, with regard to 
the law upon this subject. But, that the 
purpose for which he now rose was, to ad- 
vert to something which had fallen from 
the hon. mover. That hon. gent. professed 
to think, that the house of lords grounded 
its judgment upon that opinion of the judges 
to which he appeared to object. But, he 
could not allow, that that hon. gent. or any 
other person, was competent to say, upon 
what the lords were induced to decide in 
the case alluded to; neither was the hon. 
gent. correct, in stating that that house 
should infer, from the admissions of lord 
‘Melville, that the noble lord connived at 
.Mr. Trotter’s application of the public mo- 
ney to his own profit. 
Mr. Sheridan thought that, after the opi- 
anion of the judges, it was absolutely neces- 
sary that the law, upon this subjeet, should 
-be satisfactorily settled. But, notwithstand- 
ing these opmions, he should take care that, 
‘while he remained in his present office, the 
affairs of it should not be managed, in any 
respect, contrary to what the law prescribed; 
and his conception of that law was this, be- 
yond all doubt, that neither pay-master, 


nor any other person, should take naval 
money from the bank, unless it should be 
at the moment wanted for bond fide naval 
purposes, Indeed, according to the present 
arrangement, his pay-mastet had no con-— 
cern with @ single guinea of the public -mo- 
ney ; and it was somewhat curious, that this 
was the arrangement which Trotter sug 
gested. Accounts are now opened at the 
bank in the name of each of -the sub+ 
accountants to which money was occasio- 
nally transferred by order of the pay-master, 
Such was his impression as to the nature of 
this plan, that he had recommended it to 
his hon. friend, and others, to introduce a 
bill at once to render it the law in future; 
but they, not conceiving several other pro~ 
visions necessary to the safe custody of the 
public money, thought proper rather’ to 
postpone bringing forward any bill until 
next session. The pay-master, however, 
had now no connection with any of the 
public money; and he would hold him 
inimical, if he should attempt to draw a 
guinea from the bank for any purpose what- 
ever. Such was the practice which the right 
hon, gent, declared his intention to main+ 
tain, while he bad the honour to hold the 
office of treasurer of the navy, at least, un- 
til it was otherwise enacted by law. 

Mr. Perceval threw out, for the conside- 
ration of gentlemen who proposed to bring 
in a bill upon this subject, whether, if the 
arrangement were enacted, such as the right 
hon. gent. had just described, the sub- 
accountants might not be open to the same 
objections which were applied to the pay- 
master; thatis, whether those sub-account- 
ants might not be open to a similar abuse of 
the public money. 

Mr. Whitbread thought such a conse- 
quence improbable. It was to be reco 
lected, that the sub-aecountants, on the 
trial, refused to withdraw the public money 
from the bank at the particular instance of 
Trotter ; and by no means in consequence 


| of their own wish, for it appeared that in- 


conveniences resulted to them from the 
transfer. 

Mr. Sheridan could not admit that the 
case, with regard to the sub-accountants, 
could ever be subject to the same objec- 
tions as those which applied to the pay- 
master. It was obvious, that they could 
not be so to the same extent. Indeed, he 
thought it quite practicable so to watch the 
sub-accountants; so to establish a check 
between the bank -directors: and the navy - 
pay-oflice, as to detect any drawing of mo- 
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_ verily believed that, if he were to ask M. 


-parte, what mode he thought would be best 


-them dissatisfied with their taxes, and the 
“into the arms of Buonaparte. Those noble 


‘besides their original establishments of 
-12,000/. a year; and to make this addition 


-ert his every faculty and ability to make re- 
-burthens.. He thought this measure ought 


before.a secret or select committee, rather 
than. by this mode; .and that committee 
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ney not necessary for, and immediately ap- 
phed to, a naval purpose; and, should such 
thing appear, on the part of any sub- 
accountant, he had no hesitation in saying, 
that he should feel it his duty, on the in- 
stant, to dismiss him. 

Mr. Fuller, adverting to a notice ofa 
motion which he had given, relative to the 
expenses incurred by lord Melville during 
his late trial, stated, that in consequence of 
the declaration of the noble lord’s son, that, 
as no delay had occurred in preparing for 
the trial, or, in its subsequent conduct, no 
more expense had occurred to the noble 
Jord, than if the trial had taken place in the 
chamber of parliament, he was induced to 
-wave his intended motion. 

fRovan Famity Annuities Bint. ] 
Lord H. Petty moved the 2d reading of 
this bill. 

Colonel Wood said, he felt it his duty to 
object to it. He then repeated the argu- 
ments he had used against it, a few nights 
ago; and thought this an unnecessary ex- 
penditure of the public money. ‘Ihe noble 
lord, in bringing forward the measure, had 
stated, as one of his chief reasons for doing 
80, the great increase which had taken place 
in all the necessaries of life, since these pro- 
visions. were originally made. He allowed 
this to be the case ; but these royal person- 
ages only felt the pressure in common with 
others; and that pressure was most severe 
on the great mass of the people, who were 
nearly borne down. by taxes. He said he 


‘Talleyrand, the prime minister of Buona- 
to be pursued, in order to throw this coun- 
try into the grasp and dominion of his mas- 
ter, he would say, it was to make the people 
dissatistied with their government; make 
people would be ready to throw themselves 
dukes held many places and emoluments, 
to the public burthens, would, he thought, 
be oné of the surest methods of making the 
people dissatisfied ; and that at a moment 
when he would advise the noble lord to ex- 
trenchments, rather than add to the public 


to have been introduced by the noble lord 


might have made enquiries, which would 


have enabled them to judge, and to have 


‘nformed the house, whether this increase 
was actually necessary. As it now stood, 
he must object to the bill. St 
‘Mr. IV, Smith expressed his confidence, 
that his noble friend would. not need the 
lecture on economy that bad been just read 
tohim. He could not avoid coinciding ip 
some of the opinions of the hon. gent. who 
had just sat down. — He praised highly the 
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conduct of the duke of York, in declining | 


to apply for any additional provision, Were 
the depreciation of money, and the increased 
prices of every article of life, alone to be com 
sidered, he was willing to admit, that the 
claim preferred was a just one. But there 
were other circumstances, which, in his opi. 
nion, ought to be attended to. It ought to 
be recollected, that several of the younger 
branches of the royal family enjoyed emoly 
ments, independent of their parliamentaty 
provision. It was with a view to ascertain 
those emoluments, that he had made his 
motion the other evening ; and really, um 
til the papers, for which he had then moved, 
were on the table, he did not see how the 
house could, with propriety, pass the bill 
before them. It had been well observéd 
by lord Bacon, that in some situations, v0. 
luntary poverty was a debt that a man owed 
to his country. Far was he from wishing, 
that the illustrious personages in question 
should be plunged, or allowed to remain, 
in poverty. He was solicitous, that they 
should not be deprived of the due ap 
pendages of their rank; but it became 
a question, whether, or not, the measure 
proposed was calculated to inerease the 
respect that it was so desirable to secute 
to them?» 

Mr. Rose thought the increase that was 


| proposed to the allowances of the younger 


branches of the royal family was very rea 
sonable, and much less than was barely ne 
cessary to meet the depreciation of money 
since those allowances were fixed. 

Lord H. Petty thought, that the only 
question was, whether, when the salaries 
of every subordinate person in the stale 
had been, within a few years, so much jn- 


creased, it was wise to exclude, from the — 


benefit of that general augmentation, 4 


class of persons whose splendour and dig 
nity were so intimately connected 

those of the nation. Alluding to the duke 
of York, he described his situation as vély 
different from that of his royal brothers 


The income of his royal highness, inde | 


pendent of his emoluments as comm: 


v 
| 
| 
| 
| 
. 
| 
j 
| 
| 
| | 
ander 
j 


PARL. DEBATES, Juny.11, 1806.—Vote of Thanks to\the Volunteers,” (1106. 


in-chief, amounted to°26,000/. year— 


"Phe bill was then read a 2d time. 
“Sir Henry Mildmay rose, in pursuance to 
notice, to call the attention of the house to 
~ the merits, the services, the zeal, and per- 
severance, of the volunteers of the united 
kingdom. He had no hesitation. in saying, 
that it was the full conviction of his mind, 
that it was to them that the country was 
indebted for its security when threatened by 
invasion. Besides the general ardour which 
gentlemen from every county might bear 
testimony to, there were some particular 
instances of their promptitude and alacrity 
in the course of the last year. On an alarm 
of invasion on the coasts of Yorkshire, all 
the volunteers of the neighbouring districts 
pressed forward, with that ardour and zeal 
which the country had a right to expect 
from them. When there was an alarm of 
invasion in Scotland, the volunteers flocked 
fromm the farthest extremity of that coun- 
try, to what they supposed was the seat of 
danger; and it was not merely for their 
spirit, that they deserved to be admired ; 
but such was their discipline and efhciency, 
that lord Moira declared, that he would lead 
them with confidence against any enemy 
that could invade the country. Not only 
the earl of Moira had testified the efficiency 
of the volunteers of Scotland ; but the in- 
specting field-officers, (who were men of 
high character, and could not be supposed 
to falsify the truth,) generally reported the 
volunteers as well advanced in discipline, 
and fit to serve with the troops of the line. 
‘They did not consider the volunteers as 
mere scarecrows, and persons that would 
spread confusion. He thought there. was 
nothing more praiseworthy in the volun. 
teers, than their determined perseverance. 
_ The corps that he commanded, and most 
‘of those with which he was acquainted, 
‘still mustered strong. He objected, prin- 
‘cipally, to the abolition of permanent duty, 
‘aud the reduction of the drill serjeants. 
‘He concluded by moving, “ That this 
house doth thankfully acknowledge, and 
highly approve of the services of the diffe- 
rent corps of Yeomanry and Volunteers of 
the united kingdom; and doth think it ne- 
‘cessary to record its decided opinion, that 
the due encouragement of the zeal and 
triotism which the Yeomanry and Vo- 
lunteers have so emiriently displayed, in 
‘the maintenance of their establishment and 
the preservation of their discipline,’ would 
gontribute, in an essential degree, to the 

Vol, VII. 


defence ‘and 
Mr. Dent seconded the: motion.: After 
a general panepyric of the Volunteers,. he 
took notice of several expressions: which’ 
were made in contempt and ‘derision“of 
them. He particularly dwelt on what had 
been advanced by an hon, member (col. 
Craufurd), respecting the trade of: 
Birch; .as if, because he made pies and 
jellies, he was, on that account, to be ex- 
cluded from the service of his country. 
After repeating many of the expressions 
which had, at different times, been imputed 
to a right hon, secretary (Mr. Windham), 
he concluded by stating his opinion, that 
ministers dared not to move the previous 
‘question upon this motion of thanks to the 
Volunteers ; for that, although minorities, 
in that house, must yield to majorities, yet 
it-was not always to be expected that the 
public should remain quiet. 
Sir R. Milbanke said, he had the honour 
of commanding a corps of Volunteers, who 
were as zealous as any set of men in the 
world. He entertained the same opinion 
of the whole body ;-they were honest, 
knew, and, he believed, bold; and, there- 
fore, deserved the thanks of their country. 
In this vote he concurred with all his heart ; 
but he wished, very much, that the hon. 
bart. had confined himself to a vote of 
thanks, -as he conceived that-his majesty’s 
ministers should have a power of regula 
ting the force of the country in whatever 
way was considered best for its support. 
General Phipps said, he was one of those 
who were appointed to inspect the: Volun- 
teers ; and he had certainly stated, in his 
report, that many of them were fit to serve 
in the line, and better than some of the 
militia; but there were none of them su- 
perior to the regular army. He did not 
wish, he said, to make any severe.remark 
on the conduct of his majesty’s ministers ; 
but he really thought the Volunteers had 
been dispirited. It was much. to be re« 
gretted, he thought, that they no longer 
had the advantage of the inspecting field- 
officers, and, also, that the drill serjeants 
had been discontinued, as, without the ad- 
vantages to be derived from them, he did 
not think they could be of much service to. 
their country. The hon. general concluded 
by declaring that, from his high opinion of 
the Volunteers, it was impossible:he could 
act otherwise than support the motion._ 
Mr. Secretary Windham said, the hon. 
to labour under a mistake, 
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with: respect to the drill serjeents; they | 
were not abolished, nor had such an idea 
ever entered into bis mind. His intention 
was, merely to reduce their pay ; still, 
however, leaving as much as would make 
it_an object for them to continue in the 
service. By ithe new regulation, the pay 
of the drill serjeamt would be 7s. a day, 
for every day they were called out ; which 
was, in his opinion, fully sufficient. The 
other pot, to which his hon. friend had | 
alluded, was, with respect to the opinion 
iven of the state of discipline of the Vo- 
nteers. For his part, he always under- 
stood it as the opinion of the inspectors, 
that the greater part of the Volunteers 
could go through the general manceuvres 
with as much precision as the regular army; 
but, even though they could do this, and 
act with troops of the line; it was not pre- 
tended the} were so good as troops of the 
line. There was something, therefore, be- 
youd the mere military mancuyres, in 
which they were deficient. Was this :cou- 
rage?. Certainly not; the volunteers were 
as brave men as the men who composed 
the line; and men who were not volun- 
teers, as braveas men who were; but, as 
2 body, they had not all the qualifications 
of the regular army. The regiments of the 
line, even though filled with recruits, had 
the advantage of experienced serjeants and 
corporals; each regiment had a name, 
which it was necessary to support, and 
which never died with the individuals who, 
perhaps, acquined it ; they were also inured 
to pay severe obedience to their officers ; 
‘which the volunteers were not; and, for 
all these reasons, it was impossible that they 
could be as desirable a force as the regular 
army. With respect to the resolution pro- 
posed, it was, first, necessary to see whether 
the reasons given, to induce the house to 
vote it, were sufficient; and, for his part, 
he did mot think they were ; as, in the first 
place, the hon. geut. had not set out on, 
facts; for, after stating that his majesty’s| 
ministers were about to get rid of them,| 
he advised the house, at least, to give them 
abene decessit before they went. This was 
the mis-statement he complained of; for, | 
it was not now, nor was it ever, his inten-| 
tion, to get rid of the volunteers. It could’ 
. not be expected, that the system should be 
kept up in the manner it was begun, as the 
private subscriptions, which were double 
the 5 millions advanced by government, 
never would be repeated; and he, .there- 
fore, thouglit it should be considered, that 


‘any reduetion made in the expense, dig 
not tend to destroy, but to support, the 
system. The right hon. gent. then ad. 
verted to what had been said, with respect 
to the permanent daty ; but, he conceived, 
the expense was so great, as to warrant hig 
taking it away; and with regard to the sys. 
tem of training, he thought, that would evi. 
dently tend to increase the volunteers, He 
again contended, that the reasonings of the 
hon, gent. were incorrect : certain it was, 
that he thankfully acknowledged, and highly 
approved of, the conduct of the navy and 
army, for the last year; but he had not any 
idea of moving a vote of thanks to them, 
as there was no instance which pointed oyt 
the necessity; therefore, he did not think 
thanks should be voted to the volunteers, 
as there was no particular reason for it; 
that stated, of their being dispirited, not 
being well founded. It would not, how. 
ever, be proper, he thought, to put a ne 
gative on the resolution, as some parts of 
it. were true; but, as other parts of it were 
untrue, and unsupported, he thought, the 
best mode of disposing of it was, by the 
previous question; which he should sup- 
port, af any hon. gent. should think proper 
to move it. 

Mr. Fuller thought the right hon. gent, 
had been in error, with respect to the vor 
lunteers; and it would be more consisten 
with bis manliness, to avow it, If the right 
hon, gent. could ‘be brought to recant hig 
errors, and make the volunteers the back 
bone of ‘his system, he might raise such @ 
military force as no enemy could over 
come, and leave the army completely dis: 
posable. As to the resolution, he thought 
the house ought to agree to it, as it would 
make up the breach between the right hon, 
gent. and the volunteers, and record the 
opinion of the house, that the volunteers 
had deserved well of their country. 

Lord Ossulston stated some arguments 
against the resolution, in the shape and 
manner in which it had been brought for- 
ward, and concluded by moving the pre 
vious question upon it. 

Mr. Bankes said, it was argued that this 
vote of thanks should not be given, because 
there was no change made with respect to 
the volunteers. A great change had beep 
made in the army and navy ; as, in const 
quence of the high opinion the country em 
tertained of them, their pay had been aug 
mented. Now, with regard to the voli 
teers, the direct contrary course had beg 


he, therefore, thought it 
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fiecessary that the country should declare, 
that they entertained a high opinion of 
them. The hon. gent. then expressed a de- 
gree of sorrow, that certain words had been 
dropped by the right hon. gent.; and he 
really thought that, by bis words, aud net 
his ‘acts, he had injured the spirit of the 
volunteers: with respect to the latter, he 
had generally supported him in them; but 
the former, he said; had been spread all 
over thé country ; and it, therefore, became 
parliament to declare, that the services of 
the volunteers were acceptable, and a 
continuance of them was hoped for. He 
then entered into a detail of the ad- 
vahtages which would be derived from the 
new system of trainivg ; which he thought 
preferable to the volunteers, bat which 
would be subsidiary to them. He would 
ask his hon. friends below him, with what 
view they brought forward this resolution? 
Was it with a view of embarrassing those 
who had the conduct of the nation en- 
trusted to them? He also called on the 
right hon, gent. opposite him, to join him 
in excluding, from the resolution, whatever 
would cast a reflection on the majority of 
the house, by calumniating the measures 
which had been adopted by them, and then 
sass the vote of thanks to the volunteers. 
‘The hon. gent. concluded by hoping, that 
the motion for the previous question would 
be withdrawn; and that: his hon. friends 
would allow some words to be struck out 
of the reselution which, to him, appeared 
exceptionable. 

Sir R. Wikiams said, he could not con- 
ceive a milder, or more proper motion 
than this, which bad, for its object, to 
thank those who had merited well of their 
country, and he gave it his hearty con- 
currence. 

Mr. Wilberforce thought, that the only 
way in which any réturn could be made to 
the volunteers was, by such a mark of 
parliamentary approbation. If any par- 
ticular expréssions exceptionable, he 
should wish, that the hon. mover would 
actede to some alteration, but none which 
would diminish the force of ahy language 
indicative of the favourable sentiments that 
house entertained of the conduct of the 
volunteers. 

General Tarleton contemplated the vo- 
‘lunteers with respect : 25,000 were ready 
‘to defend the mettopolis of the empire ; 
‘aid, he thought, with no troops, whether 
‘of ‘the militia or the regalats, would the 
capital be in better state of security, 


when defended by her own citizens. Three 
thousand volunteers were attached to the 
district he commanded; of a sudden, with- 
out previous notice, he ordéred them from 
Bristol to Bath, and fromm Bath to Bristol; 
every obstruction was’ given them pur 
posely ; near Bath, they wére four hours on 
the ground; and when they had perfermed 
this journey, of 32 miles, in one day, not 
& mah was missing on thei? return. A more 
hatrow inspection would shew, the volun« 
teers deserved the character they had-ac+ 
quired. The hon. general entered into 
florid description of the state of thé army, 
militia, and volunteers ;' expressing, at the 
same time, his intention to support the 
motion; and his concern, that such a pés 
riod was chosen for change and intiovation. 
He concluded with reciting the dying ex. 
clamation of the late minister, O, my 
country!” which he attributed to his con=— 
cern, that the government should fall ifito. 
the hands into which it had devolved; ~~ 
Mr. Sheridan rose and said: Sir; ale 
though I could not have remained wholly 
silent during this debate; yet I wished to 
have heard the sentiments of others, before 
I delivered my opinion; but what has fallen 
from two hon. géntlemen, who have 
cently spoken, has indacéd me to abandon 
my original design, and to avail myself of 
this opportunity to solicit the attention of 
the house. I am desirous to abstain from 
all party allusions ; and never with to cen- 
sure those who, from early attachment, and 
long habit, fuel a peculiar atdour of-affec= 
tion for the late right hon, gent. (Mr. Pitt); 
but, whether the hon. general belongs to 
that number, I will not pretend to deter 
mine. I think that gallant offiger was not 
perfectly correct, whet he ascribed the im- 
passioned exclamation ofthe late minister 
to his regret that the affairs of the empire 
should be consigned to the present. ser- 
vants of the crown: that eminent person, 
no doubt, fully expected that his own corii- 
panions in office would remain in power, 
and; under this painful reflection, his anx- 
iety for his cousitry is fully explained ; for 
what would have become of it in such 
hands, is sufficiently obvious, As to the 
measures that) have been brought forward 
for the defence of the country, I have ab- 
sented myself from the house whilst they 
have been under discussion, because of | 
my opinion upon them. They were not 
the measures of my right hon. friend, but 
of the whole of his majesty’s cabinet ; and 
when founded on authorities which I so 
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highly respect, not, think it -be- 
coming of me to oppose them. | have not 
yet expressed my views of this military 
subject; but, it may easily be expected of 
me. to declare, that the defence of the 
kingdom ought not to be entrusted, ex- 
clusively, to a regular army ;_ and history 
has instructed us, that there never was a 
country. which preserved its liberties, that 
exposed itself to this danger; nor, sif, 
syould I, on any occasion, give my vote to 
deduct one man from the great constitu- 
tional force—the militia, Acting under the 
influence of similar principles, { have al- 
ways resisted the compulsory bills, stating 
it tobe. the undoubted prerogative of bis 
inajesty, to select any. individuals from the 
great body of the community, to place them 
in the ranks of the regular army, and to 
send them-to any, part of the kingdom. It 
is true, the judges, and some public officers, 
were excepted; but the whole of such a bill 
should become a dead letter. It is not ne- 
“essary; that I should now state my opi- 
nion on that subject; but I wish distinctly 
to be understood, that, with regard to the 
volunteers, I never shall vary my senti- 
ments, I, did, before, move the thanks 
of, the house to that "meritorious: body ; 
and, .in so: doing, I gave them a pledge of 


the spirit in which I would support their, 


interests, character, and dignity. If, sir, 
they deserved this mark of public feeling, 


merely for the promptitude ‘with which 


‘they stepped forward for the defence of the 


State, how much higher are their claims to, 


merit, when they have done that service 
which they, theh, only intimated a disposi- 
to perform! With, respect to the drill 
serjeants, and some other minor matters of 
_Tegulation, it may. be eligible to leave these 
-in the, hands to which such, subjects are of- 
ficially .committed.. But I think, that the 
-reports of the military inspectors have been 
treated with a degree of levity which is 
-neither candid nor decent. Are we. to 
.say, that the. general officers are charge- 
-able with misrepresentation, in order to 
deceive government, to lull ministers into 
consciousness of security| which is falla- 
cious; or are we to presume, that.as ho- 
‘nourable’ men, as gentlemen and oflicers, 
-they do! render the accounts now upon your 
table? If these be accurate, ought the vo- 
Junteers to,,be undervalued? Sir, itisa 
» fact most notorious, that nothing made so 
sstrobg.an impression on the French go- 
'vernment, during their hostile designs upon 
this country, as the 


the volunteers.: the effect was equally felt 
by Buonaparte and his minister Talleyrand; 
they. saw, with. mortification, that the na. 
tion would be indebted, for its independ. 
ence, to its own valour. The (people of 
England did not prostrate themselves, and 
petition the sovereign, “ O, king! hire ug 
an army, and we shall be protected ;”, but 
they took the weapon into their own hands, 
to wield it in their own cause, I fairly say, 
that as the motion is now.worded, I cannot 
vote for it. I shall, therefore, before I sit 
down, submit to the, house.a middle pro- 
position, not liable to the same objections 
with the original proposition, . What were 
the motives of the hon, gentlemen, in: the 
form in which they have shaped this mo, 
tion, I will not prejudge; but they may 
very correctly be ascertained, by the spirit 
in which they receive the variation I shal] 
suggest. The passage to which I objectis 
retrospective ; the language .is, ‘* it is ne 
cessary to declare,” Why is it ‘‘ necessary,” 
unless something has been done indicative 
of a different temper to that which the mo- 
tion is intended to exhibit? It.is admitted, 
on all sides, that if my right hon. friend 
(Mr. Windhem) have intimated any thing 
at all injurious to the volunteers, it is con 
fined to mere expressions, In his acts, it 
is admitted on all sides, that he has done 
nothing which can, justly, be deemed pres 
judicial to them. But, has no dexterity 
been employed to pervert his meaning? 
Sir, I will frankly confess that, formerly, 
I have had differences with my right hon, 
friend on this subject. He, perhaps,’ in 
the heat of debate, and in the, ebullitiop 
of wit, used stronger terms than his delibe- 
rate judgment would have employed ; and, 
possibly, having altered his situation, he is 
not disposed to shew, that this change hag 
governed his opinions. The motion I should 
wish now to substitute, would be similar to 
another to which I have already referred: 
‘* That the thanks of this house be given to 
the several corps of yeomanry and volun- 
teers, for the promptitude and zeal with 
which.they have stoed. forward for the de- 
fence of the, country in the moment of 
public danger.” This motion was acceded 
to, without a,dissentient voice; and lam 
not aware, how those who concurred i 
that proposition cau,, consistently, resist 
that. which I shall. presently: recommend. 


‘It,has been.said that rumours are abr 
that the government designs to discourage 


the volunteers, These vague 
however, met by a distinct avowal, by ny 
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right hon, friend, that the measure to which 
he has resorted will increase, and cannot di- 
minish, their numbers. Whether, the train- 
ing bill is calculated to have this beneficial 
effect, 1t is not my present business to en- 
quire. But, be they. just, or incorrect, ru- 
mours have prevailed, and an idea has gone 
forth, that administration is unfriendly to 
the volunteer system; .and no more suc- 
cessful means can be employed, to prevent 
any misconstruction with regard to the in- 
tentions of ministers and parliament, than 
a vote of thanks, couched in terms expres- 
sive of the sense entertained of the impor- 
tant services of the volunteers. Again, they 
say, why do you not thank the navy and 
army, as well as the volunteers ? Sir, the 
army and navy cannot be. insensible of 
the estimation in which they are held by 
this house, and by the country in general ; 
and they are sufficiently and properly con- 
yinced of their own. importance: they know, 
we cannot dispense with the protection they 
afford. The volunteers are not so firmly per- 
suaded, that they receive the applause they 
deserve, and,. perhaps, they feel too dif- 
fident an opinion of their own utility. Be- 
sides, the. army and navy cannot disband 
themselves at pleasure ; the volunteers may, 
from some real or supposed provocation ; 
and, this is the serious evil most so- 
licitous to avoid; by the vote I have pro- 
posed, all misunderstanding will be pre- 
vented. From these considerations, I am 
very desirous that the hon. member should 
withdraw, his motion. I think he must see, 
that the effect of it, in its present shape, must 
be, to attach a stigma on ministers; and, 
what is yet more objectionable, on the house 
itself, for the legislative regulations it has 
already adopted, applicable to the military 
system. If the intention be purely, simply, 
and honestly, to impart to the volunteers, 
@ conviction of the favourable sentiments 
of this house towards them, let them pre- 
sent the motion ina point.of view, which 
will induce this side of the house to.concur 
with them; if,,under this ostensible design, 
they have. other. concealed motives, it will 
bein vain to expect this,uniformity. I shall 
conclude, sir, with, moving, “* That this 
house doth thankfully acknowledge, and 
-highly approve, the services of the dif- 
corps. of .yeomanry and volunteers.” 
Whatever, may, be the result of the pro- 


ceeding of this night, I will confidently as- 
sert that, in any former period in the his- 
tory of this country, there never was a body 
of men who deserved more the gratitude of 
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the nation, who merited more highly its 
love, respect, and. veneration; and, no-. 
thing cav be more becoming the house of 
commons than, by a solemn act, to record 
this effusion of public sentiment... 
Mr. Perceval objected to the form reco 

mended by the right hon. gent., because 
‘the motion, as he worded it, was .not pro- 
spective. He said, he wished to preserve 
the volunteers undiminished, and yet. 
there was no reference to the rumours by 
which it was apprehended’ their: numbers 
would be reduced., The right hon gent. 
ventured to declare, -that he disapproved. 
of the measures of ministers on this sub- 
ject, and yet it was well known that he had, 
not opposed them in the, whole progress of 
the business. If he could thus compromise. 
his public duty, he should not be surprised, 
if, on that side the house, his motion was 
listened to with some. jealousy, as calcu- 
lated to screen his friends, without con- | 
ducing to any beneficial purpose. In sup- . 
porting the motion of, his hon. friend, he. 

had no particular attachment to the phra- 

seology of that motion, nor any objection 

to an amendment in any other form of words _ 
which the right hon. gent. might think fit 
to propose, provided they expressed the 
spirit of the original motion, and had a 
view to declare the wish of the house, not 
only to thank the volunteers for their past 
services, but that those important services 
might be continued in future. The right 
hon. gent. however, should rather have 
called for the concurrence of his friends 
around him in the amendment he wished - 
to propose, than to the opposite side of 
the house, who proposed the very motion 
which the hon. gent. had approved, upon 


every other ground, except thatit was now - 


necessary to express thanks to the volun. 
teers.. The right hon. gent. had been plea- 
sed to say, that hisright hon. friend had . 
never used any expression intentionally in- 
jurious or degrading to the volunteers, but - 
that his words had been misrepresented ‘or 
exaggerated, witha view to prejudice him 
in the public opinion. He himself, how- 
ever, recollected that. right hon. gent.’s 
expression, when a former vote of thanks 
was proposed to the volunteers; and when 
he warned the house against premature 
approbation to that body, whom they had 
not yet seen acting in a time of general elec~ 
tion or general scarcity: and he should be 
glad to know if such language ,was not cal. 
culated to create a degrading diffidence in 
their loyalty, and to excite their disgust, 
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With féspéct to their discipline, which it 
was an Object of $ much importance still 
further to itiiprove, what had the right hon. 
gent. dotie tipon that head, to evince his 


wish of coiitinuitig and encouraging the 


? Why, he had brought in a bill, 
if Whi¢h he had dbulishéd their permanent 
duty, the best Souree of their discipline ; 
taken away their iispecting officers, and in 
éfféct deprived them of their drill-serjeants, 
by reducing their pay from 1s. 6d. to 6d. 
per day; fot Which sum it was not to be 
-gupposéd thé Services of these serjeants 
éduld be tontihued: but in fact, in this 
instante, & preat injury and itjustice was 
Offered to thésé sérjeants, who hid entered 
under & Coripact of permanent pay, and 
subject to all the severities of martial law; 


_ that compact Was suddenly broken, while 


were still lidblé to martial law. The 
hon. and leafed gent. concluded by sup- 
porting the original motion, although he 
was désirou’ of agreeing with any ainend- 
frént proposed ffom the other side of the 
house, that should be adapted so as to ef- 
feet uhaniitity. 
Sheridah rose to explain ; and eom- 
plained that he-hed misrepresented 
and very unfairly treated by the hon. and 
Yearned gént., who had thought proper to 
éharge hith with having neglected his duty, 
in hot Attending that house during the dis- 
&ussions which had takén place upon the 
Various parts Of his right hon. friend’s mili- 
to join with those who opposed 
theth ; afd With cémproinising that duty, 
how, by moving an amendment of a suspi- 
tious fattre. He begged to rémind the 
house, ‘that he had fairly avowed his reasons 
for absenting himself from the discussions 
Which took placé upon the several plans of 
Rit fight hon. friend ; and Would tell the 
HOR. afd leatned gent. that he was not to 
be schooled -by him, as to what times he 
should think proper to attend, of to 'bé abs 
éeht froth that house. He had fairly 
Khowledyed that he was at variance with 
the opiniows of ‘his right hon. friend upon 
the Whole of ‘his military arrangements, but 
he’ begged at the same time to observe, that 
he did not cohsider those pluns merely ag 
Belonging to‘his right hon. friend, but as 
adopted ‘by the whole of his majesty’s ca- 


bitvet; and whatever might be the expecta- 
tion of the’hon. and fearned gent., that ‘he 
Should down ‘to ‘the ‘house, and join 
His cOadjutors, in Opposition to his 

friends and colleagues, he had 
that though ‘he should ever maintai 


the right and indeperidence of his own opi: 
nions, he would not have the arrogance 
to come down to the house and oppose those: 
opinions agaitist the whole cabinet of those. 
ministers with whomn, upon riost other 
pics, he ; and he was sure thag 
that cabinet would never look to him for 
the subserviency of sacrificitig that indepene 
dénce of opinion to any consideration of 
office; at least if ever they should so ex. 
pect, they would be disappointed, 
Lord Howick said, that though his ori 
ginal intention was to-support the previous 
question, yet, in consequence of the speech 
of his right how. friend, he was in some sug 
pense whether he should not chatge his 
first opinion, and vote for the amendmeéiit 
he suggested, with a view, if possible, t¢ 
conciliate the unanimity of the house, % 
desirable on the present occasion: but, frowi 
the temper and disposition displayed in thé 
speech of the hon. and learned gent, 
and the determination evinced by lini, 
notwithstanding his specious professions, 
to resist ail amendments of a conciliatory 
nature, and to persist in the ofiginal mo. 
tion, he was now decided ih his first opis 
nion fer the previews question ; fot fron 
any opifiioh whatever that the volunteers 
were not €ntitled to the highest approbation 


country, but that ho occasion whatever hdd 
occurred since the thanks of parliamént 
were last voted to them, to render any réé 


if ahy member was to propose a similar vote 


therité and impoftanice of whose services 
éould not be denied) without the concur- 
rélice of some particular ovéasion, he should 
conceive it a violation of his duty not'to 
oppose such a motion by the previous ques 
tion. He hoped, however, that his nght 
hon. friend, who proposed to mediate ‘ift 
the present by a conciliutory motion, 
for the purpdse of obtaining unanimity, 
would take a lesson for the future from the 
speech of ‘the learned gent. that would 
teach him how little was to be expected 


to the volunteers, as ‘well-as “his plans for 


body ; but’did not mean to follow the ex- 
ample of gentlertien on the opposite side of 
the house, by going into a getieral debiute’ 
upon ‘afl the other military topics whith 


had been so repeatedly, and he had-almott 


and gratitade of parliament, and of theif. 


newelof that vote at present necessary; and. 


of thanks tothe army or the navy, (the 


from -cofdiliation or cotiipformise in that. 
quarter. He vindicated tHe conduct of hit. 
right hon. friend (Mir. Windham) relative. 


the new modification of the services of this. 
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said vexatiously, discussed in the course of|sentiments, frequently expréssed ia that 
the session. . He would just advert, how-| house, were knows to be inimical to the 
ever, to the speech of an hon. general] volunteers, be must consider it ag coming 
(Tarleton), who had made such a brilliant indirectly from hing; for though it was the 
display of military knowledge, and his sur-| voice ef Jagob, still the stroke came from 
prising detail of the memorable march of} the hand of Esau, and it would be utter 
eight hunded men from Bath ¢o Bristol, and } impossible for the most hostile gqvernmen 
the astonishing spirit they had displayed| determined to express the most hostile 
under his command, considering the diffi-| opinion to the continuance of the vglunteer 
culties they had to encounter in the dangers | system, to do 89 in more direst and up. 
of Bristol market, and the conduct of their} equivocal terms than by a preyious ques 
haggage through defiles of booths, wag-|tion, on an occasion like this. It was ims 
gons, and carts, their labours in the ma-| possible to construe it in any other way ; 
neuvges of the day, and the course of}|and he thanked hig majesty’s ministers fe 
their long march, unbroken by fatigue, and} thus candidly expressing their sentiments, 
undiminished in their numbers. He was} and setting all doubt at rest, ag tq their 
to acknowledge the prowess and | intentions respecting the continuance of the 
kill displayed by the hon, general in the} volunteers. ; 

feats of that signal day, and he believed it} Mr. Secretary Windhay replied, and pox 
had no parallel in the military avnals of|sitively denied any such wish or intention 
this country, save in that of the celebrated | as the discontinyance of the volunteers ; 
maze from Brentford to Hounslow, and|{his wishes and intentions were the direct 
from Hounslow to Finchley, under the fa-|contrary way; notwithstanding the art- 
mous Major Sturgeon, when, with drums ful attempts of his opponents to affix such 
beating in the front, and dogs barking in| designs on him. Ia answer to what kad 
the rear, the gallant commander marched 
with his troops in the clogest order, until 
gp unlucky drove of oxen from Smithfield 
threw his whole corps into confusion”—[a 
laugh]. His lordship concluded by again 
professing the highest respect for the yolun- 
teers, the most grateful sense of their ser- 
yices to their country, a sense which must 
be retained by that country and parliament 
tothe remotest posterity ; but as no new 
occasion called for a repetition ofthe thanks 
formerly voted to them, as the whole value 
ofthat honour chiefly consisted in its un- 
frequency, as it would be a departure from 
the dignity of the house to vote their thanks 
on every trivial occasion, he should vote 
for the previous question. But if the happy 
hour of peace was come, when the services 
of those corps would cease to be necessary, 
Age would be afore prompt than him- 
seli to propose, second, or support a vote 
ofthanks to them. 

.. Mr, Caaning supported the original mo- 
tion, end agreed with bis hon. friend (Mr. 
Perceval) in objecting to the motion pro- 
posed by Mx. Sheridan, because it was 
Werely retrospective, and had no view to 
future services; it was not a preface but a 
postscript, not an exhortation but an epi- 
faph. Hewent over much of the ground 
upon which the previous-question had been 
Previously opposed, and contended, that] cion and jealousy had, fromwhateyer cause, 
coming from the quarter it did, and supr] whether from misconception of misrepre- 
ported by the same right hon, gent. whosel}sentation, of late appeared among the vo- 


seryed, that the yery clause which reduced 
their pay, gave them the option of retiring 
if they chose. ; 

Mr. Whitbread adwerted to a right hen. 
gent.’s (Mr. Canning) observation, that we 
ought to thank the volunteers now, because 
we had further need of their services, but 
that the reason of other military bodies not 
having received the thanks of parliament 


them. This was a sort of gratitude which 
he hoped he (Mr. W.) should never be ins 
duced to hold out to those who, in the most 
spirited and most patriotic manner, stood 


motion, 34.—The original motion was then 
withdrawn. 


Mr. Sheridan then observed, that snepi« 


been said relative to drill-serjeauts, he ob= 


last war was because we had done with | 
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‘Tunteers, ‘with regard to. the measures and | appeared—For the previous question, 69 
intentions of government. In order to re-} against it, 39; majority, 30.—The houig 
_ move this suspicion, he would beg leave to} then adjourned at four o'clock on Satyrda 
propose the'following resolution, which was | morning. 
nearly similar to what-he liad before moved, vl 
-namely,--“' That this house continues to re- HOUSE OF LORDS. 4 
tain its cordial sense of the zealous exer-| - Monday, July 14. mY" 
tions of the several corps of yeomanry and} [Mrnvures.] On the second reading of 
volunteers of the United Kingdom, asso-| the bill for more effectually partitioning 
ciated for the defence of their country, and} lands in Ireland subject to ascertainiy 
highly approve the perseverance and |}rights of common, lord Redesdale made 
patriotism ‘they so eminently displayin con- {several observations, for the purpose of 
tinuing to be associated for that object.”—| proving, from the nature and provisions of 
The motion was seconded by Mr. Van-/ the bill, that it ought not to be furtheren. 
sittart. i tertained by the house, and concluded by’ 
Lord Howick then. said,-that, however | moving, that the bill be rejected. The nics 
painful it might be to his feelings, thinking | tion was supported by lord Eldon and the 
so highly as he did of the zeal and pa-|lord Chancellor, and agreed to.—The 
. triotism ‘of the volunteers, yet when he | Usher of the Black Rod having appeared at 
- considered the nature of the debate that} the bar, and informed the house that the 
had taken place that night, and the diver-| commons were ready for a conference in 
sity of opinions that had been manifested, | the Painted Chamber, a committee of cons 
he felt himself called upon to‘move the pre- | ference was appointed, consisting of ‘the 
vious question. earl of Westmeath, the earl of Limerick, 
Mr. Canning observed, that though the}lord Carleton, the bishop of Winchester, 
present motion fell short of what he had |the bishop of Ossory, lord Redesdale, and 
wished ; yet having failed in his first ob-| lord Arden, who went forth to the Paint. 
ject, this motion should have his cordial |}ed Chamber. On their return, the earl of 
support. hat. Westmeath reported to the house, that they 
Mr. Hiley Addington said, that no man |had received from Mr. Bankes, on the part 
was a warmer friend to the volunteers than/of the committee of commons, a paper 
he was ; but he could not see any present | which his lordship read, containing a resos 
call for such a measure. It was a possible | lution of the commons (relative to a fors 
event that peace was at no gfeat distance, | mer resolution of their lordships, commus 
when it would be much better to pass a/nicated to the commons, respecting the 
vote of thanks to the volunteers when their | examination of lord Teignmouth) referring 
services were finished, than it would-be to | to the precedent of the examination of the 
" anticipate such a vote at present. earl of Balcarras before the house, who, 
Lord H. Petty supported the amend- | not being a peer of parliament, was ordered 
ment, ‘and concluded with observing, that | to attend the house, whilst, on the same ote 
he trusted that a time would come, when | casion, earl Cornwallis, being a peer of 
a motion for thanks would be proposed that | parliament, was requested to attend by a 
was not dictated by party motives, or the | message to the house of lords ; also stating: 
fancy of individuals. that lord Teignmouth, not being a peer of 
* Mr. Perceval expressed his astonishment | parliament, or having*a place or seat in the 
, that the noble lord should ascribe a motion | house of lords, was, in the same manner &s 
; to party motives, that was proposed by a/| the earl of Balcarras, ordered to attend the 
: distinguished member of the administration | commons to be examined ; and, finally, de- 
to which he belonged, and that had been | claring that the commons conceived it theif 
¥econded by an honourable secretary. Hej] undoubted right to order the attendatice 
‘would therefore leave it to these gentlemen | before that house, to be examined touch- 
to determine which were influenced by | irig any matter before the house, ofany peer) 
arty motives. Those gentlemen who had | not being a peer of parliament, or having 
supported a vote of thanks, were|a place or seat in the house of lords, The 
‘equally bound to do so now. + fearl of Limerick observed, that this -rego- 


* Mf. Vansittart said, that, having formerly | lution contained matter of the highest im- 
‘concurred in a vote of this nature, he felt | portance to the peerage of the United Kitg- 
“Gt impossible ‘to refuse concurring with it/dom, and. he therefore trusted their lord 

now, A division'then took place, and — ships would take it into their consideration 


_veral persons of emiuent ability and en-, 


-lative to the application for the examination 
-in the house at the time, proceeded to the 
‘informed the house, that the members ap- 


part of the commons had attended, and had 


~swer of the house to the lords’ message, 
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on the earliest possible day. On his lord- 
ship’s motion, the resolution was ordered 
to betaken into consideration on Thursday, 
for which day the lords were ordered tdibe 
summoned. 

[Masters IN CHANCERY The 
first reading of the Masters in Chancery 
bill was moved by lord Eldon. 

The Lord Chancellor expressed his warm 
approbation of the bill, the object of which 
was to maké an adequate provision for se-. 


lightened minds, to whom the country were 
every day essentially indebted, for the able’ 
and upright discharge of the duties of their: 
offices. ‘The country were also indebted to 
his noble and learned friend (lord Eldon), 
for the choice he |had made of many of 
those who now filled the offices of masters 
jm chancery; a choice the more pleasing 
to-his noble and learned friend, as those 
whom he appointed, while they possessed: 
in an eminent degree every qualification 
that could fit them for their offices, were, 
at the same time, his private friends. He 
vejoiced that such a bill had come up to 
that house, with respect to which it was 
important also to observe, that it would not 
ibe.a taxation upon the public, and that not 
one individual in the country would have 
any additional burthen thrown upon him in 
consequence of. the passing of this bill.— 
‘The bill was ordered to be printed. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS.. 
Monday, July 14... 

[Muxvres.] The members appointed to 
‘manage the conference with the lords, -re- 


of lord Teignmouth, consisting.of all those 


conference. On their return, Mr. Bankes 


pointed to manage the conference on the 


met lord Westmeath on the part of the 
lords, to whom they liad imparted the an- 


‘and had left with him a.copy of it. 
{ResoLuTions RELATING TO PuBLic 
Accounts.] Mr. Huskisson rose, pursuant 
‘to the notice he:had given on a former day, 
‘to-bring forward his promised resolutions, 
forthe purpose of establishing a plan for 


simplifying and rendering more definite the 
annual accounts laid before parliament, of 
othe receipts and issues of the treasury for 
“public purposes within the year. After ex- 
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ness, and precision, in the accounts annue 
ally laid before the house, in consequence 
of each not being brought up to one saan 
date, the object of bis proposition was, that 
the accounts should all be made out up to 
the 5th of January in each succeeding year, 
not of the receipts and issues for the 
year, but within the year, and that all] 
surplus, if any then remaining in the trea- 
sury, should be carried to the account of 
the next year; and that all: floating debts 
due for the year, and not then brought 
forward, should be transferred 
manner to the next year’s account :. while 
the lords of the treasury should be ena- 
bled to issue out of the next year’s re- 
venue, payment for any bills so furnished 
after the 5th of January, for, purposes or 
dered for the preceding year. There was 
also another proposition which he had te 
submit to the house, which would not only 
tend still further to simplify the public.ac- 
counts, butto effect a considerable saving 
to the public annually, by enabling ,the 
lords of the treasury to pay off quarterly a 
certain portion of outstanding exchequer 
bills, and thereby saving to the public 
interest that must grow thereon by longer 
outstanding, as is usual, while considerable 
balances were remaining in the treasury. 
This proposition was to perpetuate the 
taxes. on malt, land, sugar, and pensions, 
which at present were voted. annually, and 
estimated each year to produce about 
2,750,000/.; the produce of these, instead 
of standing on.a distinct account, he pro- 
posed should be earried to the consolidated 
fund ; and in lieu thereof, he should pro- 
pose, that three millions a year should be 
granted out of the consolidated fund to his 
majesty, for the purposes to which.those 
taxes were appropriated. He apologised 
to the house for bringing forward these 
propositions himself, as wanting that weight 
and consideration which .could give them 
authority ; but he had.previously submitted 
them to the noble lord opposite to,him (the 
chancellor of the exchequer), and .had the 
good fortune to meet his approbation ; be- 
Lsides, he thought it the duty of every mem- 
ber of that house to.suggest to his majesty’s 
ministers,.and to parliament, every project 
which he conceived to be for the public 
advantage, and of utility to the state. The 
hon. gent. then moved—1.‘* That an account 
of the total receipt at the exchequer, whe- 
ther from ordinary or extraordinary resour- 
ces, and of the total issues therefrom; be 


iating upon the want of regularity, clear-, 
VIL 


made to, and closed on, the Sth Jan. in 
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each year, to commence from ‘the 5th Jan. | be carried to the credit, and taken in dimj. - 
1808 ; and that such ‘account be laid be-|nution, of ways and means which may be 
fore this house within thirty days after the | granted for the service of the year in which 
—— of any session of parliament which |such account may be laid.”—On movin 
may take place subsequent to the said 5th |“ That it would be a considerable saving to 
day of January, 1808, or of any succeeding | the public, that the annual duty upon malt 
year, and within thirty days aftersuch 5th| and sugar should be rendered permanent; 
May of January, in case the session should | and carried to the annual produce of the 
be opened prior to that day.” | consolidated fund, if not otherwise appro- 
Lord Henry Petty acknowledged that the | priated,” 
hon. gent. had submitted to him the several} Mr. Baker rose to oppose the proposition, 
resolutions contained in his plan, previ-| which he considered as a striking innovar 
ously ‘to his proposing them to the house ; | tion, introduced at the close of a session of 
and they certainly had his approbation, | parliament, without any formality or ma, 
‘because he conceived that a plan having|ture consideration that should have acy 
for its object to make the accounts as clear] companied a proposal, which, if he under 
‘and as intelligible to the house, and to the | stood the hon. gent. must go to trench very 
country at large, as possible, was extremely | materially upon a constitutional privilege 
desirable; for which, the mode proposed | of the house of commons, and materially 
‘by the hort. gent. seemed to him well cal-| abridge that wholesome check which it 
culated ; and he should be glad to avail} held upon the crown, namely, the privilege 
himselfof the hon. gent.’s suggestions for} of voting or withholding the supplies an- 
carrying it into effect. Seeing no manner|nually. We had been, he said, heretofore 
‘of objection at present to the adoption of| frightened at the apprehensions of a stand 
‘this resolution, it should certainly have|ing army; but now we had got that stand- 
his concurrence.—The resolution was then|ing army, That it might be rendered ne- 
put and carried. : cessary by the circumstances of the times, 
Mr. Huskisson then moved—2. “ That| he would not now dispute. But bere was 
whatever sum shall remain in the receipt] a proposal in which the house was called 
-of the exchequer on the said 5th of Jan.| upon, at a moment’s warning, to vote those 
"3808, being part of the grants for the ser-| taxes in perpetuity, which hitherto had 
vice of the year 1807, and also the balances | been voted only annually, To such apro- 
‘in the hands of the Treasurer of the navy, | position he should decidedly say Nay, up 
“the paymaster of the forces, and the trea-|less it was much more fully and satisfacto- 
surer of the ordnance, being also part of| rily explained to him, 
the said grants, respectively, be considered} Lord H. Pettythought that asthe motion 
as asurplus of the grants of the said year,| had been objected to, the best. method 
-applicable to the service of the year 1808,| would be to give more time ; and he sug. 
“and so on for each succeeding year,” 3.| gested the propriety of postponing the con- 
“That it should, nevertheless, be in the | sideration. 
‘power of ‘the lords commissioners of the| Mr. Rose admitted, that the hon, gent. 
- treasury, to direct all such balances, either | had a right to object to it if he thought pro- 
“remaining in the exchequer, or in the hands} per; but he contended, that it was no 
-of the treasurers and paymaster aforesaid, | dangerous innovation, as it only regulated 
‘to be'used and applied, at any time subse- | the mode of the accounts, without adding to 
quent to the said 5th of Jan. of the year|their amount, 
1808, or of any succeeding year, in conti-| Mr. Yorke professed that he did not well 
' nuance of the services for which they were | understand these resolutions. He sugges 
- originally granted, without any further vote | ted whether it would not be right to moye 
~of this house.” 4. * That an account of|the previous. question on them, which 
-all'such balarices, as aforesaid, be laid be-| would leave them on the journals, to be 
fore this house within 30 days after the} taken into consideration at a more suitable 
- Opening of any session of parliament which} time? He had a distrust of any measure 
“mhay take place spbsequent to the 5th of| which would take away the checks now in 
> Jan. 1808, or of any succeeding year, and | the hands of that house, of making it ne- 
- within 30 days after such 5th day of Jan.|cessary to assemble parliament, after a rea- 
jn case the session should be opened prior} sonable interval, which necessity would 
to that day.” 5. “That the amount of all| not exist, if the taxes were made permay 
balances, stated jn the said account,}nent, 


1995] 


- Mr. Bastard was also a friend to the 
house keeping in its own hands all its pre- 
sent checks on the power of the crown. 


Amongst these was that of voting the taxes 


annually. He did not apprehend any ap- 
proaching difference between the crown and 


the parliament ; but as such differences had 


arisen before, they might possibly arise 
again ; for which reason that house should 
not part with such checks as remained in its 
hands at present. - 

Mr. Huskisson said, it would give the 
crown no power ‘whatever over the public 
purse, as the supplies must be voted from 
year to year. 

_ Mr. Perceval observed, that all the re- 
solutions were in his opinion unexception- 
able, but the present. He wished the house 
to retain its power over the means by which 
the money was to flow into the exchequer, 
as well as over the subsequent appropria- 
tion of it. To simplify the making up of 
the public accounts was undoubtedly a de- 
sirable object, but it was a very inferior 
one when compared with the abandonment 
of any of the privileges of parliament. 

Mr. Huskisson finding the sense of the 
house was against him, proposed to with- 
draw the resolution. He then moved—6. 
“ That all demands outstanding, under any 
of the following heads of service, viz. 
‘ Treasury, Navy, Army, Ordnance, and 
Barracks,’ and which shall remain unsa- 
tisfied on the 5th of Jan. aforesaid, be car- 
ried to the charge of the ensuing year; but, 
inasmuch as the amount of these demands 
may be considered as floating debts from 
year to year, that provision. should be 
made, in the supply of each year, for 
the discharge of such part of them only, 
as, upon the estimates to be laid before 
the house for these several services, may 
be stated to be an excess of such float- 
ing debt at the commencement, over 
and above the amount at which it may pro- 


__ bably remain at the close of such year ; and 


that the amount of such probable excess (if 
any) be regularly stated in, and form a 


‘part of, the several estimates aforesaid.” 


7. “ That an account of all such floating 
debts be laid annually before this house, in 
the same manner, and at the same time, 
‘as the-account required by the 4th of these 
resolutions.” 8. ‘* That the annual sur- 
plus, or growing produce of.the consoli- 
dated fund of Great Britain (forming part 
of the ordinary annval revenue), and now 
granted for one year, terminating on the 


" 5th of April next, in case it should be 
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thought fit, at the expiration of that pe- 
riod, to continue the grant of the same, 
be further granted from the said 5th of 
April, 1807, to the 5th of Jan. 1808, and 
from thenceforth, from year to year, so 
that the grant of each successive year should 
terminate on the 5th of Jan. of the year 
ensuing.” 9. “That, in the account an- 
nually laid before parliament, intituled,— 
‘ An account of the disposition of grants 
for Great Britain,’ the amount of each se 
parate vote or grant of this house, as enu- 
merated in the appropriation act, the sum 
paid upon each such vote, and the sum (if 
any) remaining to be issued from the exche- 
quer, bespecified separately and distinctly ; 
and that this account be made up to, and 
closed on, the 5th of Jan. in each year, and 
not carried on to any later period.” 
Mr. Paull availed himself of this oppor+ 
tunity to observe, that it was impossible 
to follow the resolutions as they were read; 
he suggested the propriety of printing them 
before they were agreed to, more especially 
as there was no urgent necessity for their 
being immediately agreed to by the house. 
The Speaker reminded .the hon. gent. , 
that by the constant practice of the house, 
every resolution was printed. No resolu- 
tion had the force of law. It was merely 
a recorded opinion, which the house might 
subsequently change. 
Mr. Baker hoped the hon. gent. did not 
mean to originate any bills on these reso- 
lutions, during the present session. - 
Mr. Huskisson replying that he did not, 
the resolutions were agreed to. 
[Financia Propositions.}] Mr. John- 
stone, finding that the resolutions of the 
hon, gent. did not go so far as he had ex- 
pected, said, he would submit to the house 
certain Financial Propositions relative to the 
national debt, &c. similar. to those which 
he had been in the habit of submitting for 
the last two years. He did this without 
notice, because it was his intention, ime 
mediately after the reading of the first re- 
solution, to move that the debate on it 
should be adjourned to afutureday. The 
first resolution was then read, and the de- 
bate was adjourned to Friday. The fol- 
lowing is a copy of the said Propositions : 
1. That the total amount of the Public 
Funded Debt of Great Britain was, on the 
Ist Feb. 1803, 567,008,978. ;—of which 
67,255,915/. had been purchased by the 
commissioners for the reduction of the na- 
tional debt, and 19,180,587/.. had been 
transferred to them on account of land tax 
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redeemed; leaving a funded debt ‘unre- 
deemed of 480,572,476. ;—And, that the}; 
amount of annuities charged on Great Bri- 
tain (after deducting what. have fallen in) 


was, on the Ist Feb. in short annuitiesand |) 


for lives 539,979/: and in long annuities 
1,015,410/7. 

2. That the total amount of Public Fund- 
ed Debt created in G. Britain for account} 
of Ireland was, on the Ist Feb. 1803, 


22,348,000/.;—of which there had been | 


purchased by the commissioners for the re- 
duction of the national debt 1,123,415/; ; 
leaving a funded debt unredeemed of 
21,224,585/., together -with long annuities 
to the amount of 9,7917, 
That the total amount of Public} 


unded Debt created:in G/ Britain for ac- | 


count of the emperor‘of Germany was, on 
the Ist Feb. 1803, 7,502,633/. ;—of which 
37 51372. ‘bad been purchased by the com- 
missioners for the reduction of the national 
debt; leaving a funded debt unredeemed 
of 7,127,496/. together with annuities to 
the dnfount of 230,000/. which will expire | 
in 1819. 

. & That the amount of the Outstanding | 
Demands unprovided for on the 5th Ja. 
1803, exclusive of Unfunded Debt, and of 
the anticipation of certain duties annually 
voted, was 592,630/.: That the deficiency 
of Ways and Means for the year 1802 was 
171,4811.:—making the amount of de- 
mands. unprovided for on the 5thJan, 1803, 

764,06 14. 

5. That-the unfunded debt, in exchequer | 
bills unprovided for, or charged upon 
funds which proved insufficient, was, on 
the 5th Jan. 1803, 9,827,400/., including 
$,000,000/. in the bank, which bear no in- 
terest, in consideration of tle renewal of 
the charter.—That the Unfunded Debt in 
navy bills was, on the 5th Jan. 1803, 
3,105,648/. 

6. That the total amount of the Public 
Funded Debt of G. Britain was, on the 1st 
of Feb, 1806, 640,752,1032. ;--—of which 
101,145,802/. had been purchased by the 
commissioners for the reduction of the 
national debt, and 22,325,740. had been 
transférred to them on account of land tax 
redeemed, leaving a funded debt unredeem- 
ed of 517,280,561, And that the amount 
of annuities charged on G. Britain (after 
deducting what have fallen.in) was, on the 
Ist of Feb. in short annuities.and for lives 
485,1672., and in long annuities 1,047 ,494/, 
And that a farther debt amounting to 
-29,880,000/. capital stock, has been created 
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by the:sums borrowed in the present 
siomof parliament, out of which 979, 2564, 
‘5 per cent. annuities, created: in 1797, 
ihave been paid off. 

7. That the total amount of the Public 
Funded Debt, created in G. Britain for ac 
count of Ireland, was, on the Ist Feb, 
1806, 38,398,000/.; of which there had, 


}been purchased by the commissioners. fop 


the reduction of the national ~debt, 

2,913,948/., leaving a funded debt. of 
35,484,052/., together with long annuities 
‘to the amount of 91,208/, And that a 
further debt, amounting to 3,320,000/, ca« 
pital stock, has been created by sums bor 
rowed in the present session in G. Britain 
on account. of Ireland. 

8. That the total amount of Public 
‘Funded Debt created in G. Britain for aee 
count of the emperor of Germany,. was; 
on the Ist Feb. 1806, 7,502,633/. ;—of 
which 642,249/. had been purchased by 
the commissioners for the reduction of the 
national debt, leaving 2 funded debt of 
‘6,860,3841., together with annuities to 
‘the amount of 230,000/., which will expire 
‘in 1819. 

9. That the amount of Outstanding Des 
‘mands unprovided for ou the 5th Jan. 1806, 
‘exclusive of unfunded debt, and of the dn 
ticipation ofcertain duties annually voted, 
was 1,923;890/.: ‘That the of 
a and Means for the year 1804, was 

1,707,5891.; making the amouut of des 
mands unprovided for on the 5th Jan 
1806; 3,631,479%. ;—the whole of whiclt 
has been paid off or provided for in the pre 
sent session. 

10, That on the 5th Jan. 1806, there 
were 341,000/, in exchequer bills charged 
upon the aids of 1805, to the discharge of 
which the aids of 1805 were insufficient; 
12,000,000/. charged on the aids of 1806; 
and 3,000,000/.. payable in 1806, which 
are with the bank, and bore no interest in 
consideration of the renewal of the charé 
ter; making a total of excliequer bills un- 
provided for, of 15,344 ,000/. ;—of which 
sum 341,000/, has becn paid off in the pre 
sent session. That the Unfurided Debt in 
navy bills was, on the 5th of January, 1800, 
§,911,5882. 

11. That the variations in the state of . 
the Public Debt between 5th Jan. 1803; 
and 5th Jan. 1807, being 4 years of war, 
may be estimated as follow: .- 

The Public Funded Debt of G. Britain 
unredeemed, which on the Ist of February, 
1803, was 480,572,4764, will amount to 


+ 


1129) 
533,584,3057. after deducting 12,600;,000/, 
for the operation of the sinking. fund and 
the redemption of land tax during the cur- 
rent year, being an increase of =f, 

capital stock of 53,011,329 

The Public Funded Debt ~ 4 
created in G, Britain for ac- 
count of Ireland unredeemed, 
- which on the ist Feb.1803, was 
will amount to 
37,990,2522., after deducting 
$13,800. for the operation of 
the sinking fund during the cur- 
rent year; being an increase of 
capital stock of 

The Long, Annuities of G. 
Britain which. on the Ist Feb, 
1803, were 1,015,410/., will 
amount to 1,047 ,494/.; being 
an increase of annual charge of 

The Long Annuities created 
in G. Britain for account of 
Ireland, which on the 1st Feb. 
1803,were 9,791/., will amount 
to 91,207/.; being an increase 
ofannual charge of — 

The Unfunded Debt in ex~ 
chequer bilis, which on the 1st 
of Feb. 1803, was 9,827 ,400/, 
will amount to 15,000,000/, ; 
being an increaseof 

The Unfunded Debt in navy 
: bills, which on the Ist of Feb. 
1803, was 3,105,648/., will 
amount to 6,511,588/.; being 
an increase of -- - 

The Funded Debt created in 
G. Britain for account of the 
emperor of Germany unre- 
deemed, which on the Ist of 
Feb, 1803, was'7 ,127,4962., will 
be reduced to 6,770,3844/., after 
deducting 90,000/, for the ope- 
tation of the sinking fund du- 
‘Ting the current year; being.a. 
diminution of capital stock of 

The Short Annuities of G. 
Britain, which on the Ist Feb, 
1803, were 539,979/., will be 
reduced to 477,391/.; being a 
diminution of annual charge of 

The sum applicable to the 
Tedemption of debt, which on 
the Ist Feb. 1803 was, for the 
debt of G. Britain, 5,834,9864. 
for debt created in G. Britain 
for account of Ireland, 258,4344, 
for debt created in G. Britain 
- for account of the emperorof | 


16,765,667 


81,416 


5,172,600 


3,405,940 


357,112 
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‘Germany, 47,947/.; making 
‘total of 6,141,3674 ;—will a- 


mount-to 8,273,0407. for the 


idebt of G. Britain; 537,151. 
for the debt created in G. Bri- 
itain for account of Ireland ; 
| 58,6602. for the debt created in 


G. Britain for account of the 
emperor of Germany; making 
atotal of 8,868,860/.; being an 
increase of - - - 2,727,493 

12. That the annual charge on account 
of the Public Funded Debt of G. Britain, 
after deducting the charges of management 
on loans redeemed by the commissioners 
for the reduction of the national debt, and 
the interest and charges of management on 
stock transferred for the redemption of the 
land tax, was on the Ist of February, 1803, 
23,510,967/., and on the Ist of Feb. 1806, 
26,330,988/. :—-and that a further charge 
has been incurred on dccount of the sum 
borrowed in the present session, amounting 
to 1,136,0002. 

13. That the sum annually applicable to 
the reduction of the national debt of -G. 
Britain, in pursuance of the several acts 
relating: thereto, was, for the year 1803, 
6,311,0262.; beimg about 1-77th part of 
the unredeemed debt existing in 1803; and 
may, for the year 1806, be estitiated at 
8,273,049/., being about 1-66th part of 
the unredeemed debt existing in 1806. 

14. That the total net produce of the 
permanent taxes in the year ending Jan, 
5, 1803, amounted to 23,246,681. includ- 
ing 715,328/. paid for bounties on corn 
and rice imported in the year 1802; and, 
Jan. 5, 1806, the total net produce of per= 
manent taxes amounted to 31,795,110¢. 

15. That the net produce of the war 
taxes was, in the rear ending 5th April, 
1804 ; 

Customs and Excise + 


3,377,442 
Property Tax 


363,877 


3,741,319 


5th-April, 1805,. Customs 
and Excise « # 
Property Tax 


7,868,078 
3,919,108 


11,781,186 


5th April, 1806, Customs 
and: Excise ~ 


8,496,550 
Property Tax 


4,48 1,958 
12,978,508 
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16. That the official value of all im- 
ports into G. Britain, in the year ending 
5th Jan. 1803, was 31,442,318/.; and on 
an average of 6 years, ending the 5th Jan. 
1803, was 28,419,626/, 

That the official value of all imports into 
G. Britain, in the year ending 5th Jan. 1806, 
supposing the imports from the East Indies 
(of which no account has yet been made 
up) to be the same as in the preceding year, 
was 29,488,072/. and on an average of 
years, ending the 5th of January, 1806, was 
30,248,41772. 

17. That the official value of British ma- 
nufactures, exported from G, Britain in the 
year ending the 5th of January, 1803, was 
96,993,129/,; and on an average of 6 
years, ending the 5th of January, 1803, was 
22,942,800/. 

. That the official value of British manu- 
factures exported from G. Britain in the 
year ending the 5th of January, 1806, was 
25,003,308/.; and on an average of 6 
years, ending the 5th of January, 1806, was 


'24,698,0582. 


And that the real value of British manu- 
factures, exported in the year ending the 
5th of January, 1803, may be estimated at 
48,500,683/.: and in the year ending the 
5th of January, 1806, at 41,068,942/. 

18. That the official value of foreign 
merchandize exported from G. Britain in 
the year ending 5th Jan. 1803, after de- 
ducting the excess arising from the valua- 
tion of coffee, was 14,418,837/., and on an 
average of 6 years, ending 5th Jan. 1803, 
was 11,651,3332. 

That the official value of foreign mer- 
chandize exported from G. Britain in . the 
year ending 5th Jan. 1806, after deducting 
the excess arising from the valuation of 
coffee, was_9,950,508/., and on an average 
of 6 years, ending 5th Jan. 1806, was 

11,685,7112. 

19. That in the year ending 5th Jan. 
1803, the number of British vessels en- 
tered inwards in G. Britain, was 13,622; 
‘their tonnage 1,793,333 : and the number 
of men employed in them 108,669 :—That 
the number of British vessels cleared out- 
ward was 13,012; their tonnage 1,625,966 ; 
‘and the number of men employed in 
them 102,427. . 

That in the year ending 5th Jan. 1803, 
the number of Foreign vessels entered in- 
‘wards in G. Britain, was 3,733 ; their ton- 
nage 480,241; and the number of men em- 
ployed in them 27,737:—And that the 


‘wamber of Foreign vessels cleared outwards 
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was 3,352; their tonnage 461,823 § ang 
the number of men employed in them 
26,749. 
That in the year ending 5th Jan. 1806, 
the number of British ships entered inwards 


in G. Britain, was 11,409; their tonnage 


1,494,075 ; and the number of men em. 
loyed to navigate them 87,148 
hat the number of British ships cleared 

outwards, was 11,603; their tonnage 


6 | 1,494,968 ; and the number of men em. 


ployed to navigate them 94,388. 

That in the year ending 5th Jan. 1806, 
the number of Foreign ships entered jne 
wards in G. Britain, was 4,5153 their ton. 
nage 691,703 ; and the number of menem. 
ployed in them 34,719 ;——That the 
number of Foreign ships cleared out. 
wards, was 3,930; their tonnage 605,641; 
and the number of men employed in then 
30,910. 

20. That the number of British ships 
built and registered in the several ports of 
the British empire, in the year 

Ending Number - 

5 Jan. 1803, was 1,281 
5 0 1804, = 1,402 
5 Jan. 180%, + 991 95,9795 
5 Jan. 1806, 966 39.075. 

21. That the total sum to be raised in 
G. Britain within the year 1806, may be 
estimated as follows ; viz. \ 

Interest on public funded 
debt, charges of management, 
sinking fund, onthe 5th 
1806 - = 26,330,988 

Interest, charges of manage- 
ment, &c. to be paid between 
the 5th Feb. 1806, and 5th Jan. 
1807, on stock created by loans 
of the present session, to the 
amount of 29,880,000/., after 
deducting interest on 5 per 
cent. 1797, paid off - - 

Interest for loans to the em- 
peror of Germany - 

Civil government of Scot- 
land, pensions on revenue, mi- 
litia and deserters warrants, 
bounties for promoting fisheries 
&c. estimated to be the same as 
the year ending 5th Jan. 1806 

Charges of collecting and 
management of the revenue, 
estimated to be the same as the 
year ending 5th Jan. 1806—- 

Proportion to be defrayed by 
G. Britain, of the civil list and 
other charges on the consoli. 


_ Tonnage 
137,508 ; 
¥35,349; 


943,890 
497,528 


864,330 


2,257,185 


| 
| 


8% 


28 


30 


85 
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dated fund of G. Britain, esti- 
mated to be the same as in the 
year ending 5th Jan. 1806, 
15-17ths of 1,827,184/. 
Supplies voted 1806, for G. 
Britain exclusively - = 
Supplies voted in 1806 for 
G. Britain and Ireland - 43,737,910 
Deduct proportion to be de- 
frayed by Ireland, 2-17 ths 


1,612,221 
5,030,806 


5,145,636 


38,592,274 


43,623,080 


[oan for the services of Ire- 
land - - 

Sums to be raised parochially 
for the maintenance of the 
poor, estimated to be the same 
as was required in the year, 


- 5,246,506 


2,000,000 


ending Easter 1803 


Making in the whole the 
sum of - 83,375,728 


[IxcrEasED Pay ro tHE ARmy.] On 
the motion of lord H. Petty, the house re- 
solved itself into a Committee of Supply, 
to which the Estimates respecting the Aug- 
mentation of Pay tothe Army were referred. 

The Secretary at War then rose to move 
certain resolutions on this head, which, he 
trusted, would meet with the unanimous 
concurrence of the house, The low rate 
of pay of officers of infantry was a subject 
on which all must be agreed, that it was a 
wonder how they had been hitherto able 
to subsist; the patience with which 
they had waited for some addition to their 
pay was so exemplary, as to call for the 
approbation of the house and of the coun- 
try. Even the increase, which was now 
proposed, was not, however, to be consi- 
dered as an adequate reward for their ser- 
vices. ‘This would require a much larger 
addition; but the present situation of the 
country, which called for the utmost eco- 
nomy, admitted that such increase only 
should take place as was required by abso- 
lute necessity ; and he was convinced that 
it would be rather a subject of regret, than 
of satisfaction, that the proposed addition 
was sosmall, ‘The increase, besides, was 
to be partial only, and not general, and was 
only to extend to those whose pay was ina- 
dequate to their situation. Notwithstand- 
ing the nobler claims which officers had to 
respect, arising from the nature of their 
professions, gnd their honourable gervices, 
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yet all must know, that unless enabled to 


support a certain rank in society, they 
would not meet with general respect from 
the world; and thus the strongest discou- 
ragement would be held out to a profession 
which deserved so well of the country. 
His first resolution related to an increase 
of the pay of Officers of Infantry. The 
second proposed an addition to the pen- 
sions of Officers’ Widows; and the third 
related to the increased pay of Serjeants, 
Corporals, and Privates, and the addition 
to the Chelsea pension. The grounds on . 
which these last were adopted, hud already 
been stated in the course of the discussions 
on the Mutiny bill. It was also proposed, 
that every field officer, commanding a regi- 
ment for the time, should have, during that 
period, -an addition to his pay of 3s. a 
day. This was founded on the obvious 
principle of his being enabled to support, 
at such a time, acertain higher degree of 
rank. It was, besides, thought proper, that 
some addition should be made to the pay 
of captains of a certain standing in the 
army. After ten years service, it was de- 
sirable that some increase of pay should 
take place. At present, such officers were 
entitled to the rank of brevet-major, and it 
was now proposed that they should receive 
an addition of 2s. per day. It was also 
proposed to grant an additional allowance 
to lieutenants of 7 years standing. Du- 
ring war, promotion advanced with so 
much rapidity, that there were seldom any 
instances of this sort; but in peace the 
case was different, and promotion became 
more slow; hence there was an evident 
propriety in making some addition. He 
then concluded with moving, That the sum 
of 161,700/, 9s. 11d. be granted for defray- 
ing.the expense of these additional allow- 
ances for 183 days, from June 25 to Dec. 24. 
Sir A, Wellesley made several observa- 
tions on the pay of subalterns in theguards, 
which, he contended, was too small. He — 
thought, also, that the lowest sum on which 
an ensign could subsist.was 5s, 8d. per day. 
Mr. Secretary Windham thought the com- 
mon opinion incorrect, which went to re- 
gulate the pay of officers exactly by sub- 
sistence, and to increase the pay of the 
lower orders, for the purpose of bringing 
them nearer the higher. All this seemed 
founded on a false assumption. The con- 
sequence of the present system was, that 
none could enter the army as efficers who 
had not something else besides their mere 
pay. This was important, in a constitu- 
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tional view, since it prevented them from 
‘becoming mercenaries, and gave them an 
interest in the country which they defend- 
ed. Besides, there had been no difficulty, 
of ‘late, in procuring officers, even when 
the pay was, confessedly, more inadequate 
than it.was-now proposed to be made. But 
it was. also an object of importance, that 
subalterns should ‘look forward to some- 
thing higher, when their emoluments might 
be better proportioned to their expendi- 
ture. The ground of the whole system 
was, that the pay of officers, though not 
generally. adequate, might yet be so, in par- 
ticular instances, by means of extraordina- 
sy ecqnomy. Thus, in. addition to those 
abo entered the army with some property 
of their own, there might be others, im- 
pelled, perhaps, by a strong military incli- 


mation, though destitute of all other re-| 


sources, who might goon, for a time, by 
dint of rigid economy, and struggle through 
Ahe situation of subalterns, till they arrived 


guards, he observed, that.as they had ne. 
cessarily private fortunes.of theirown, ¢ 
did not need theipresent addition, and. he 
could speak, from his own knowledge, of 
that body, acquired from long service in it, 
that they would disdain the idea of serving 
for money alone. But the allowance of 
forage for .one horse was, .also, to be exe 
tended to them. 

Lord Temple wished -to. know, what addi. 
tion was-to-he made to the pay of militia 
officers ? 

The Secretary at War replied, that the 
increase was only to extend to subalterns, 
on the principle that the field-officers must 
necessarily be men of fortune. 

Mr. Windham observed, that -if people 
could be found to fill the rank of officers, 
without pay, and actuated by the love of 
honour and.distinction alone, it would be 
so much the better. But since this was 
not to be generally expected, they must be 
influenced by the mixed consideration of 


ata higher rank, It was not thought ne- 
vessary, that an easier species of admission: 
‘should: be granted to the lower ranks.of so- 
«iety. “Young men, also, who entered the; 
army, generally received that. assistance 
from their relations, which, at amore ad~ 
vanced period, was not to-be expected, and) 
were then better able to submit to priva- 
tions of every kind, while the increase of 
their pay-would advance, in proportion 
their rise in their profession. He had no 
‘doubt, that a sufficient number of indivi- 
vduals wopld always be found possessed of 
magnauimity.enough tovhear all these in-. 
‘conveniencies, with the prospect of impro- 
ving -their situation in the army. These 
«were the grounds on which the present 
scale of additions was calculated. ; 
-» Lord De Blaquiere observed, that having 
spent the best part.of his life in the army, 
‘he ‘had a‘fellow-feeling for all those who 
> ed to it, and could not but admire 
the wonderful addition of 1s. 1d. per day 
to field officers. This pittance would not en- 
able them to pay the tax on property, 
which had been imposed during the present 
session, ‘since every officer, who received 
200/, a year, would have to pay 20/. out of 
it. He could ‘have wished, that a still 
larger addition had been made to the pay 


of captains. . 


The Secretary at War replied, that, be-' 
sides:his increase of pay, every field-officer 
-was to receive forage ‘fer one horse. In’ 
answer ‘to what had fallen ‘from an ‘hon. 
general, regard to officers of the 


i 


pay and honorary distinctions, Now -the 
higher rank of officers in the guards was 
really one of these considerations, by which 
men were apt to be influenced. i 

Mr. Francis wished to know, whether 
was meant to reimburse officers for the ex: 
‘pence of the property tax? If this were 
not done, what the house gave with the 
one hand, it took away with the other. > 

Mr. Windham replied, that this wasa 
subjeet which could only-have come befor 
‘the house, with propriety, when that tax 
was discussed, 

Lord Temple expressed his regret, that 
his right ‘hon. friend had not found it pos- 
sible to extend the addition to captains ‘in 
the militia. Of late, the difficulty of pro- 
curing them had been so great, that.colo- 
nels of the militia had been empowered, by 
act of parliament, to take captains from 
‘half-pay of the line; and many subalterns 
had also been promoted to that rank, who 
‘had not the usual qualification in land; but 
as no alteration could be made in the present 
resolutions, there was only one remedy 
which could be applied, and that was by ad- 
dressing the crown, that a similar addition 
might also be extended-to them. Unless 
‘such an augmentation should take place, 
he pledged. himself to submit a motion to 
‘the house on the subject, in the next session 
of parliament. 

Mr. Windham acknowledged, that there 
was a -certain-number of the militia officers, 
of the description that had been mentioned, 


But, besides, that they had not passed 
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Colonel Craufurd observed; that this 


_a gentleman of large fortune, in the county 


would appear to him very absurd. The 
‘militia, be contended, were placed on the 


be thought. proper to bestow on those of 


ago, when there was a full attendance of 


‘were connected with the militia service. 
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through any subordinate situations, it was 
improper that the interests of a few should 
prevent any general regulation with regard 
to that body. 


ficulty in procuring officers, witl the legal 
qudlification, arose from the late great ex- 
tension of the militia ; and when they were 
diminished, the difficulty would cease.— 
‘The resolution was then ed to.—A 2d 
resolution, granting asum of 38294. 19s. Sd: 
for defraying the charge of increased pen- 
sions to officers’ widows ; and a 3d, grant- 
ing a sum of 50,000/. to cover the increased 
charge of the out- pensioners of Chelsea hos- 
pital, were also agreed to. 

[Munitra Orricers’ Mr. Wind- 
ham moved the order of the day, for the 
house to go into a committee on the Mi- 
litia Officers’ Bill. 

Sir W. Elford strongly objected to the 
present bill, on the ground of its making a 
distinction between the militia and the are 
ny; that was utterly inconsistent with those 
acts of parliament on which the militia 
was established. It was founded on the 
absurd principle, that men of fortune 
should accept no remuneration for those 
services which they might perform to the 
public. But supposing, for a moment, that 


of Norfolk for instance, should be appoint- 
ed one of the secretaries of state, and that 
his colleagues should propose to hin, that 
he should perform the duty, without any 
salary, he bad no doubt that the proposition 


same footing with the army, and the offi- 
cers, without distinction, were equally ev- 
titled to the same additional pay that might 


the regulars, Was it not dangerous to in- 
novate on what bad been determined by 
the wisdom of our ancestors; and what, 
besides, had given general satisfaction? It 
was not so much the idea of pay that was 
to be cunsidered, as the distinction which 
‘was now proposed to be made, which, he 
was convinced, would sow the seeds of dis- 
cord in the militia. ey 
Mr. Yorke contended, that this bill might 
have been brought in, weeks and months 


members, and particularly of those who 
On this ground alone, be would oppose the 


Speaker’s leaving the chair. .The right 
hon, gent. had already struck a blow at the 
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ner in which he had introduced his mea- 
sures, as by the objects which they had in 
view, and now he made a similar attack on 
the militia service; while, from the thin- 
ness of the house, he thought himself ex- 
empted from the necessity of defending 
the measure. He then took a view of the 
arguments against the bill, and observed, 
that the invidious distinction now proposed 
to be established, would not save more 
than 5000/. to the country. He complain- 
ed of the right hon. gent.’s want of atten- 
tion to the arguments which came from his 
side of the house; but, however, as an in- 
dividual, he might be inclined to turn a 
deaf ear to what was said against his mea- 
sures; yet, as one of the king’s ministers, 
it was his duty to listen to the arguments 
and sentiments of independent gentlemen, 
when they thought it necessary for the 
public service to deliver them in that 
house. 

Mr. Bastard contended, that the pre- 
sent measure was a breach of the faith of 
parliament, which was pledged when thie 
militia were first raised, that they should 
be on the same footing, in all respects, with 
the army. Their services were kept, while 
they were deprived of those privileges to 
which they were entitled. The distinction 
now proposed was odious, and for a pitiful 
saving, the whole militia. service was to be 
disgusted. 

Lord Temple totally differed from the 
hon, gent. He could not approve of that 
wandering manner, with which gentlemén 
on the other side seemed determined, what- 
ever was the question, to inveigh against 
expressions said to have been used by his 
right hon. friend, respecting the volunteers. 
Those topics were now introduced into 
every debate. He would, however, leave 
it to the house, from what side the expres- 
sions now came, which had an obvious ten- 
dency to irritate the valunteers,‘and to dis- 
gust. them? Who were the men who now 
avoided all conciliating language, and who 
appeared to wish to diminish both the num- 
bers and the spirit of the volunteers? There 
was an objection, however, which he had 
to the bill, and that was, that it gave to 
volunteer officers, when called into action, 
superior advantages to what. the officers of 
the militia would have. t 
Mr. Bankes said, that he should himself 


make no observation, but he would leave it 


to the house to judge on the manner and 
tone, with which the noble lord, (Ven 


VoL. VII. 
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volunteers, as much, perhaps, by the man- _ 
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upon this, and indeed almost upon every 
occasion, repreheffded those who. differed 
with him in opinion. The house would 
_ discover on what ground his title to give 
. such lectures rested, whether it was on his 
_superior ability, or his great experience. It 
appeared to him, that it was too late in the 
session (when the extraordinary pressure of 
business was considered) to bring forward 
a measure which might disgust such a con- 
siderable body of men, who formed the 
constitutional army of the country. As 
_to the economical saving, he considered, 
that it was a mere trifle, when compared to 
the serious mischief of disgusting the mi- 
litia. He thought that a measure of such 
-moment should not have been brought for- 
-ward at such an advanced period of the 
session, when a regular and decent attend- 
ance of members eould not be expected. 
Mr. Secretary Windham took a review of 
_ the objections that had-been urged by dif. 
ferent gentlemen, from the temperate and 
argumentative speech of an hon. baronet, 
(sir W. Elford,) to the intemperate, unrea- 
sonable, uninteresting, and, as he concei- 
ved, most unargumentative speech of a 
right hon. gent.(Mr. Yorke). He differed 
from the hon. baronet in the whole view of 
the case, Instead of considering it an in- 
novation on any .fundamental principle, it 
appeared to be one of those mere matters 
of discretionary regulation, which was al- 
ways supposed to be completely open to the 
wisdom of parliament, It had been laid 
down as the general rule, that the militia 
were to have the same pay as the army, 
It should, however, be recollected, that 
this rule was not founded upon any consti- 
tutional principle, but merely as the words 
of the act of parliainent. It was, there- 
fore, to be considered, what were the words 
of the act,-and what the meaning of it. 
The militia were called out according to 
law ; but, as there before existed no law to 
determine what provision should be assign- 
ed for them, the act of the 42d of the king 
_ gitated, that that should be the same as 
“was allowed to the army. The meaning 
of the act was clearly, that as it was neces- 
sary to assign them some provision, the le- 
gislature thought that what the army then 
received was not too much. In assigning 
them that, for their provision, the legislature 
never meant to tie up the hands of the so- 
vereign, or prevent his increasing the pay 
of any other description of his torce. If 
jt was contended, that, on account of ‘the 
words af this agt, the king could not now} 
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make any provision for any other desetip 
tion of force which should not extend to 
the militia, the conclusion appeared to him 
anon sequitur. That his majesty might, — 
from time to time, make alterations’ with 
respect to one part of his force, which 
should not extend to the other, was a thi 
agreeable to reason, and to the fact. In 
reason, it could not be contended, that ree 
gular troops, who were liable to be called, 
at a moment’s notice, to serve their coun. 
try abroad, in unwholesome climates, and 
exposed to danger, were not in a situation 
very different from the militia, who could 
not be ordered out of the country; if then, 
their situation was different, it would at 
be unreasonable, if there should be some 
difference in their allowances. In point of 
fact, too, a difference had always existed, 
The officers of the regular army were en- 
titled to half-pay, when militia officers were 
not. The field-officers. of the militia, hows 
ever, made no complaint. It was not so 
much a difference between regulars and mis 
litia,as between one part of the army and an- 
other. As tothe right hon.gent. (Mr. Yorke) 
he must say, that, with whatever gravity 
of manners, or authority of tone, be chose 
to lecture him upon what was his duty as@ 
minister and a member of parliament, the 
whole weight and importance of his lets 
tures depended upon the ‘strength of the 
arguments he adduced; and if his argu, 
ments were altogether feeble, it was in vain 
for him to take the tone or manner of au- 
thority. Th mode which the right hon, 
gent. had adopted, might serve as an use- 
ful example, not to follow, but to avoid, 
The thing, bowever, which seemed most to 
have offended the right hon. hon. gent, 
was, that he seemed to think, thathe (Mr. 
W.) had not received his arguments with 
al] that attention, deference, and respect, 
which he, no doubt, thought was due to 
them. It was impossible for ministers, or 
any other men, to direct their whole atten 
tion, in the course of a long debate, ‘to 
every word that came from those geutle. 
men on the opposite benches. Sometimes 
the very business of the debate itself would 
oblige them to converse a little with those 
who sat near theny. He believed that it 
was really some observation arising outof 
the debate, which might have caused, fora 
moment, that apparentivattention, of which 
the right hon. gent. (Mr. Yorke) so loudly 
complained. 
Mr. Yorke, in explanation, said he was 


ready to apologise ta ‘the house,- if he had 
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made use of any unparliamentary expres- 
' sion. He certainly had felt a considerable 
indignation, at a business of such impor- 
tance being brought forward so late in the 
session. ‘This indignation he meant to ex- 
s with the freedom which became a 
member of parliament, and he hoped he 
had not transgressed the proper bounds. 
He had also conceived, that he saw a 
marked inattention from the right hon, se, 
cretary, with which he confessed that he 
felt himself very much hurt. Since the 
right hon. secretary had, however, dis- 
claimed what he conceived to have been a 
marked inattention, he was ready to apolo- 
gise to the house, if he had been guilty of 
any irregularity. 
. Mr. Perceval thought the arguments of 
his right hon. friend had been mis-stated. 
The great objection to the bill which was 
now presented to the house was, that it 
was upon a subject of so much importance, 
that it was not fair to bring it forward at 
so late.'a period of the session, when there 
could be but a very thin attendance of mem- 
bers. It appeared to him, that it would be 
very wrong, in point of policy, that such a 
measure should be brought forward, at a 
time when the militia were in arms, and em- 
bodied. It was, then, no time to disgust 
men, when we looked to them for services. 
He might be told, as he was the other pight 
about the volunteer drill serjeants, that they 
might resign, He doubted, however, even 
whether those who asserted that proposi- 
tion could venture to say, that the militia 
might resign. If, then, it was allowed, that 
they could not. resign, and that the terms 
under which they entered were, that they 
should be on the same footing with the 
army, it would be a violation of faith with 


- them, to place. them, now, upon a worse’ 


condition than the army. Certainly, no 
dittle saving, in point of economy, could 
compensate for the imnpolicy of disgusting 
such a body as the militia, at a time when 
their services were so necessary. 

~ Mr. Giles considered, that all the objec- 
tions which were made to every measure, 
on account of the lateness of the session, 
amounted only to this question, Why did 
not the present ministers bring forward, all 
-at once, all the measures which they meant 
to introduce in the course of the session? 
“As to the breach of public faith, that was 
So much spoken of, he begged leave to re- 
mind gentlemen, that the militia was not a 


voluntary, but a compulsory service ;, and 
that, if no particular faith was pledged to | 
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the balloted men, certainly their substitutes 
stood in no better situation than they did. 
Of a man that voluntarily inlisted in the 
regular army, it would be right to consider, 
strictly, the terms under which he entered; 
but the militia-man, whether he is the bal- 
loted man or the substitute, enters into the 
service from the compulsion of the law, 
and can claim no other terms but what 
the legislature chooses to give. 

Lord De Blaquiere said, he was decidedly 
adverse to the bill, as, he thought, it went 
to disgrace a.great military body, and to 
create an odious distinction between the 
militia and the regular army. 

Mr. O‘Hera was for the bill. He was 
sure, that both the field officers of the mi- 
litia and of the volunteers, would cheer- 
fully yield to any deductions, that could 
tend to give the country a greater dispose~ 
able force at the present moment. 

Sir W. Lemon considered that it might 
be the. cause of much discontent, that 
when the officers of the regulars and mi- 
litia messed together, the one should say, 


We are superior to you; our pay is 


Mr. Ellison said, it had been his mis- 
fortune, wishing, as he did, to give his sup- 
port to the ministers, to feel himself under 
the necessity of successively objecting to 
all the measures they had brought forward. 
The bill, then the subject of debate, he was 
sure, would give the greatest. dissatisfaction 
to the militia, who, from recent intercourse 
which he had had with some regiments at 
the barracks in the neighbourhood of the 
district from which he was returned, he ~ 
knew, were led, from the late measures of 
the right hon. gent., to expect an increase 
of allowance, and were, at present, anxi- 
ously awaiting the promulgation of it. He 
thought, that economy was not a sufficient 
consideration for a distinction like that pro- 
posed to be made. in this case, as the tni- 
litia were liable to, the same duties as the 
regulars, and had always been found to 
perform them as well. He should vote 
for the bill to go into a committee, under 
the hope, that sufficient would transpire 
therein, to induce the right hon. gent. to 
relinquish the bill. |. 

Colonel Craufurd could not at all agree 
with the opinion .of the hon. baronet, 
So far from the regular officers being en- 
titled to claim any superiority, on account 
of this distinction, he thought the supe- 
riority, as far as income went, was onthe 


other side; and that the militia field- 
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officers, who did not receive the increased 
pay, merely upon the ground that they 
‘were. men of somewhat superior fortane, 
and who, therefore, did not require it, 
ought, on that ground, neither to claim a 
superiority over the regular officers, who 
were, in geberal, inferior to them in point 
of fortune. He knew that it was unparlia- 
. mentary, to impute any improper motives 
to members. of that house; but he must 
_ say, that if, in any other assembly, men 
had acted the same part as had been pur. 
sued by those of opposition ; if, ou every 
question that could be brought forward, 
so much was said in praise of the volun- 
teers, and so much had been said of cer- 
tain expressions of his right hou. friend 
(Mr. Windham), be should think, that their 
object was merely to catch at popularity, 
to win to their side that numerous and re- 


spectable body of men, and to make his 


fight hon. friend as unpopular and as odi- 
ous as they could to that body. This 
would have been his opinion, if a similar 
conduct had been adopted by any set of 
gentlemen out of that house; but, in that 
house, he knew that it was most unparlia- 
mentary to suppose, that any member.could 
be actuated by such motives, and, there- 
fore, he did not impute such to them. As 
to the distinctions of pay, such distinctions 
already existed in the regular army, and 
were not complained of. 

Colonel Mitford said, it had always been 
understvod to be the rule, that the militia 
should have the same advantages as the 
soldiers of the line. 

‘Mr. Windham said, he rose for the pur- 
pose of withdrawing, for the present, his 
motion for the speaker leaving the chair ; 
and moved, ‘ That it be an instruction to 
the said committee, that they have powers 
to extend the provis:ons of the said bill to 
the volunteers and yeomanry corps.”’--After 
the gallery had been ordered to be cleared, 
this was agreed to. The bill then went into 
a committee. In the first clause, sir W. El- 
ford proposed to leave out the words “ offi- 
cers, or;” upon which a division took place : 
‘Ayes, 17; Noes, 38. The bill then went 
through the committee, and the report was 
ordered to be received to-morrow, 

HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Monday, July 15. 

{Stave Suir Resrricrion On 
the order of the day being read, for the 
‘house resolving itself into a committee on 
the Slave Ship Restriction. Bill, 


' The Earl of Westmoreland went over ge. 
veral of the arguments before urged agaings 
the bill, which, he contended, would ‘be 
highly unjust in its operation ; and that; 
by enacting that the ships now employeg - 
in the slave trade should be traded by the 
same owners, great loss of property would 
frequently ensue to the remaining ownepg 
.of a vessel, where.a part owner died, or bes 
came bankrupt, as, in that case, from the 
change of the property, the ship could not 
be continued in the trade. : 

Lord Gremville contended that, it having 
been determined by both houses, that the 
slave trade ought to be abolished as soon 
as possible, it was a necessary consequence 
of that measure to bring in.the present bill, 
in order to prevent that superabundant sup. 
ply of slaves which would, otherwise, be at 
tempted, in the interval, tobe poured into 
the West-India islands; whilst jt wasy at 
the same time, an act of justice to the subs 
jects of the country, to prevent them from 
engaging in.a trade to their certain lossy 
He did not conceive, that any injustice to 
individuals would result from the present 
bill ; although, in all great measures of pos 
licy, it was impossible to prevent some ins 
dividual hardships arising from their opes 
ration. 

Lord E/don argued that, in the present 
case, individuals might be exempted from 
loss of property, without endangering the 
principle of the bill. He was of opinion 
that, from the words of the bill, if any part 
owner of a ship employed in the slave trade 
died, or became bankrupt, the property bes 
ing changed, the remaining owners could 
not continue to trade with the vessel ; the 
property in which would, therefore, be 
come of little or no value, the remaining 
owners sustain a heavy loss, and the estate 
of the testator, or the bankrupt, be seriously 
injured, and thus creditors be unable to obs. 
tain their demands. 

The Earl of Lauderdale defended the bill, 
and maintained, that the persons engaged 
in the trade had had amply sufficient no- 
tice of the intention of the legislature to 
abolish it, and, therefore, ought not now to. 
complain of injustice. He thought, that the 
words of the bill which had been objected 
to ought-to remain, as to allow other own 
ers to trade with the present vessels, would 
only tend to increase the number of clainte 
ants for compensation when the legislature, 
finally, abolished the trade. 

Lord Sidmouth declared himself friendly: 
to the abolition of the trade, provided.it 
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was done cautiously, with full information 
upon the subject, and. with as little injury 
and Oppression as possible to individuals. 
Lord Redesdale, also, expressed himself 
friendly to the abolition; but thought it 
had béén. retarded by the harshness used 
towards those who carried on the trade. 
In order to prevent this bill from being a 
hb: measure upon individuals, he sug- 
gested, that those words should be left 
out, which restricted the employment of 
‘the vessels now in the trade to the present 


owners. 

_ Lord Ellenborough was of opinion, that 
the words objected to did not legally bear 
the interpretation which had been put upon 
them. He contended that, notwithstand- 
ing the death, or bankruptcy, of any of the 
part owners, the vessels might still be na- 
vigated under the old register.—The house 
then resolved itself into a committee; where 
some conversation arose upon the different 
clauses ; in the course of which, lord Ellen- 
-borough warmly replied to an expression 
used by the earl of Westmoreland. The 
latter noble lord moved, to leave out the 
words ‘* any Owner or owners,” with a 
view. to prevent the trade from being re- 
stricted to the present owners of the ves- 
sels employed in it. This was opposed by 
lord Ellenborough and lord Grenville, on 
the grounds before stated and supported 
by lord Eldon. The proposition was nega- 
tived. Lord Eldon moved io extend the 
time limited for taking out licences, for na- 
vigating vessels in the trade, from the Ist 
of August to the Ist of September, This 
amendment was, also, negatived, as was, 
likewise, an amendment proposed by the 
earl of Westmoreland, to limit the duration 
of the bill to the end of the next session of 
parliament, instead of 2 years. The bill then 


- passed through the committee, and was re- 


ported without amendment. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monday, July 15. 
_ [Pustic Harzovurs Bitt.] Sir C. Pole 
moved the 2d reading of the Public Har- 
bours bill. 

Colonel Wood did not mean to oppose 
the 2d: reading of this bill ; but, as much 
and valuable private property might be af- 
fected by its operation, trusted that care 
would be taken, in the committee, to pro. 
vide for the protection of that property. 
No objection could be felt to the measure, 
if it was ouly to extend to the king’s har- 
bours. of Plymouth, Portsmouth, Sheer- 
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ness, &c.; but, to other places it might be 


seriously injurious. 

Sir C. Pole informed the hon. member, 
that the bill was to extend to all harbours 
in the united kingdom, commercial as well 
as naval. Its object was, purely, to prevent 
nuisances, and to presérve the anchorage 
in the state in which it is at present id 
each. 

Colonel Vereker, as the bill was to pres 
vent nuisances, suggested to the hon. bart, 
and to his noble friend (lord H. Petty), the 
propriety of introducing a clause into it, for 
removing nuisances in harbours. The har- 
bour of Linierick, the city he represen 
and one of the best commercial harbours 
in the kingdom, was choaked up by rocks, 
which, by estimate, might be removed at 
an expence of 2,000/. 

Mr. Huskisson reminded the hon. col., 
that these rocks were a natural obstruction, 
not @ nuisance in the harbour; and, that 
the proper mode of originating any grant, 
for the removal of them, would be, to sub- 
mit a proposition, to that effect, in a com. 
mittee of the whole house. ; 

Lord H. Petty admitted, that: the 
gestion of his hon. friend ‘was entitled to 
the consideration of the house, and might 
be a subject for future discussion, As the 
object of it, however, was a grant of the 
public money, no clause, to that effect, 
could be introduced into the present bill. 

Mr. Foster recommended his hon. friend, 
not to press his suggestion in this instance; 
the mention of it, however, had been at- 
tended with this good effect, that, by the 
observations of the noble lord, his hon. 
friend was directed in what manner his 
object might be attained next session.— 
The bill was then read a 2d time. 

[Pirots’ Bitt.}] Lord Temple moved 
for leave to bring in a bill, to regulate the 


|business of pilots navigating the British 


seas. The necessity of such a bill, he said, 
was become as obvious, as its utility must 
be important to the commercial interests 
of these countries, inasmuch as the losses 
sustained every year, both of property and 
lives, in consequence of the business of pi- 
lotage being frequently undertaken by per- 
sons unlicensed, ignorant, and unskilful, 
loudly called for some such regulations as 
he intended in the bill. He did not mean 
to press it through the. house at this late 
period of the session ; but, merely, that it 
should be read the Ist and 2d time, and 
go into a committee, for such amendments 
as should immediately appear negessary; 
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and then to be printed, for the information 
of the parties interested, in order to such 
further suggestions as might be made, ‘and 
to bring the measure forward in the next 
session of parliament, in as perfect a form 
as possible. 

« Mr. Alderman Prinsep seconded the mo- 
tion, and only regretted the absence of se- 
veral members interested in commercial 
concerns, who, he was sure, if they were 
present, would heartily approve the mea- 
sure, and cheerfully join with him, in re- 
turning thanks to the noble lord for bring- 
ing it forward. It was not merely from 
the ignorance or unskilfulness of such pi- 
lots, thatithe extensive losses, in property 
and life, alluded to by the noble lord, an- 
nually occurred; but from their combina- 
tions, their obstinacy, and their desire of 
extortion, in)refusing to go out for the as- 


_ gistance of vessels in rough weather, or ap- 
* parent danger, until they had made the 


most exorbitant stipulations with the mer- 
cantile interests in the different ports, for 
the reward of their services; by which 
means their assistance was often delayed 
so long, as to come too late for the salva- 
tion of ship orcrew. He hoped, therefore, 
the bill would include some measure of ef- 
fectual regulation.—The motion was agreed 
to; and lord ‘Temple presented the bill, 
which was'read the Ist time. 

[Lorp Netson’s Annuity Bitt.] 
Lord Henry Petty moved the order of the 
day, for the house to resolve itself into a 
committee on: this bill; and, upon the 
question; that’ the speaker do now leave 
the chair, 

Colonel: Wood rose, he sal, with con- 
siderable reluctance, to oppose a measure 
so congenial to the sense which the coun- 
try entertained of the eminent services of 
that noble lord, in remuneration of which 
these annuities were now proposed. But, 
participating, as he did, most sincerely, in 
those feelings, he ‘could not, consistently 
with the principles he entertained, and his 
sense of duty as an individual member 
of parliament, assent to so large an ap- 
propriation of the public money, in the 
present arduous circumstances. When he 
considered that 300,000 or 400,000/. had 
been recently added to the-public burthens, 
for an inctease of pay to the army and na- 
wy, and that every class of society was 
loaded with imposts to support the exi- 
gencies of the country, he could not con- 


“sent to the grant of the public money ip 
‘any way not absolutely and indispensably 


necessary ; and, feeling, as he did; thatay” 
allowance of 5000/. a year had already 
been voted to the’ representative of the 
noble lord, who succeeded to his title, ‘he 
thought it amply sufficient, without any 
farther allowance to his relations. Had the 
noble lord himself been living, to’enjoy the 
public remuneration of his splendid ser: 
vices, he should not be the person to op. 
pose a grant, even to a much greater ex, 
tent: but, as the grant now proposed wag | 
not for the noble lord, nor any of bis lineal | 
descendants, but for his relations, certainly | 
very nearly allied to him, he could not 
think of increasing the grant already made} 
until, at least, some considerable reductiog 
was made in the public debt of the nations 
until it was brought down to 200 millions, 
from the 500 millions at which it: now | 
stood. It would, possibly, be right, for the 
house to have in view what parliament | 
had done, in similar circumstances, upoi. | 
a former occasion; and the most apposife | 
precedent which occurred to him was,/thé 
case of the duke of Marlborough, inthe | 
reign of queen Anne; when, in conse: 
quence of a message from her majesty, on 
the 10th of June, 1702, recommending to 
the house a provision of 5000/. a year for 
that nobleman, that provision was made, 
He then moved, that the proceedings on 
that occasion be now read from the jouts 
nals. [The proceedings on the 10th of 
June, 1702, were accordingly read, being 
the message received from her majesty, re 
commending the important public services 
of the noble duke,. as well by his negocia 
tions, as by his splendid victories, to the 
liberality of parliament; and also the sub 
sequent proceedings of the 18th of the same 
month, in which the hcuse voted an ads 
dress, in compliance with ber majesty’s Té 
quest.} The hon. col. said, he was ready 
to allow, that the services of lord Nelsoy 
to his country, were as splendid and im 
portant as those of the duke of Mark 
borough; and that 5000/. a year, at that 
day, was a much greater sum, in effect, 
than the like sum, at this; but, then, the 
comparative circumstances of the country, 
in both periods, were also totally different 
In the former, we owed scarcely any na 
tional debt; now, we had one of 500 mik § 
lions; and, until all that could be reduced, 
considering all the other circumstances 
the country, and that it was not lord Nelson 
who was to enjoy the reward of his sef 
vices, he thought 5000/..a year amply sulle 
ficient ; and, when the. reduction 


| | 
| 
| | 
q 
| 
| 
| 

| 

{ 
| 
| | 


PARL. DEBATES, 15, 1806.—Lord Nelson's Annuity’ Bill. 


tioned’ should have taken place, he would 


- ‘pave no objection to vote a much larger 


grant. >. 

fs The Speaker observed, that the hon. co- 
Jonel’s ubject could only be properly at- 
tained in the’ committee. He then left the 
chair. Upon the house resolving itself into 
.the committee, 

. | Mr. Rase, in reply to the statements of 


the hon. col. (Wood), observed, that the 


grant now proposed bore no proportion to 
the allowances made to the duke of Marl- 
borough ; for, independently of the 5000/. 
a year, settled upon that illustrious person, 
no less than 7 manors were granted to him 
by the crown. The palace of Blenheim was, 
.also, built for him at the public expence. 
-Queen Anne had this building commenced; 
-but the tory administration, towards the 
-elose of her reign, thought proper, most 
-unworthily, to prevent its proceeding. 
Upon the accession, however, of George I. 
.42,000/. which were found remaining due 
-to the workmen employed during the for- 
-Mer reign, were paid, pursuant to an act 
of parliament, and the building was pro- 
ceeded upon to its completion.. The right 
hon. gent.added, that he understood, from 
the executors of Sarah duchess of Marl- 
-borough, that no less than 500,000/, were 
Jaid out, from the public purse, for the build- 
ings at Blenheim. But was the hon. col. 
when he made the comparison alluded to, 
aware of the amount of the revenue pos- 
-Sesséd by the duke of Marlborough, at the 
-time the pension was granted him? His 
grace then had, from the salaries and per- 
quisites of various offices, no less than 
-40,000/, a year. Could it, then, be pre- 
tended, that there was any parallel between 
-the case of the duke of Marlborough and 
that of lord Nelson? The one had an im- 
«mense fortune, which devolved upon his 
family ; while, unfortunately, the other was 
in very different circumstances. The splen- 
didservices of lord Nelson were not produc- 
tive to him of any pecuniary profits. No; 
for prize-money, his receipts were insignifi- 
cant His proportion of prize-money, even 
~at the splendid battle of the Nile, was not 
More than $090/. ; and this, from particu- 
dar circumstances, ‘was less than the sum 
-which fell to the lot of many-of his:cap- 
itains,. Indeed, the fortune of this. distin- 
“guished hero was much less than could.at 
sall be supposed by any one unacquainted 
‘withthe fact. .For, he could say, and it 
-Was, now, no breach of confidence to state 
it,.that, in the course of some communice- 
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tion which he had with lord Nelson, the 
very day before he last. sailed from Eng- 
land, the noble lord told him, that all the 
property he had in the world did not-ex- 
ceed, at the utmost, 15,000/.; and that his 
debts nearly amounted to that sum, When 
one, then, considered the nature of: the 
noble lord’s services to this country, which, 
without meaning to depreciate the merit of 
any officer, he had no hesitation in saying, 
were far greater than those of any other 
officer the country had ever known, great 
even as the services. of the duke of Marl- 
borough were; having that impression 
upon his mind, an impression, indeed, 
which was, as it ought to be, universally 
prevalent, the right hon, gent. was ‘sur- 
prised at the opposition made to a measure 
which propesed to grant merely sufficient 
to support the rank, dignity, and name, of 
this illustrious man.: The right hon. gent. 
repeated that, if the committee would come 
pare the sums allowed to the duke of Marl 
borough, with that under consideration, he 
was sure that all objections must disap 
pear. 
Mr. Francis rose and said: The public 
part 1 have already taken, on the sub- 
Ject of this grant, obliges me to say a few 
words on the present occasion. It does 
not appear to me, that the. hon. gent. 
(col. Wood),: who objects to the motion, 
has been convicted of any mistake. With 
respect to the grants successively made to 
the duke of Marlborough, you must ob. 
serve the dates, and not confound the sere 
vices and the periods. The manor of Wood- 
stock was granted, and the expense of the 
palace provided for, in consequence of the 
victory at Blenheim, in August 1704. But, 
it appears by the journals, that, although 
his services, in the year 1702, were ac- 
knowledged in high terms, and that queen 
Anne desired nothing but, that the allowe 
ance of 5000/. a year, which she had granted 
to him, out of the post-office, for her own 
life, might be continued to his family, te 
support the honour of the dukedom,, which 
she had lately conferred upon him, the 
house of commons-positively refused it. - 
No man can think more highly than I do 
of the services of lord Nelson.. It would 
be invidious to enter into a comparison of 
personal’ merits between ‘him and the duke 
of Marlborough. therefore, -only 
say that, if the merits were equal, the cases 
would not be parallels» In the first. place, 
queen Anne thought 5000/, a year quite 
sufticient to support the rank and title of a 
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Duke; but now it is riot thought enough 
for the title of an Earl. But what makes 
the essential difference, in the two cases, is, 
that the duke of Marlborough was alive, 
and had children living. He, who recei- 
ved the reward, had earned it by acts of 
his own, Lord Nelson’s collateral relations, 
personally, are unknown to the public, and 
‘can have no claim but what they derive 
from the accidental honour of bearing his 
name, and from services, in which they had 
no share. The gratitude;due tohis memory, 
would, in my opinion, be better expressed 
with less profusion. He, who gives the 
public money, or his owh, with modera- 
tion and economy, shews, that he values 
the thing he gives. Without arguing the 
question any longer; I adhere to my former 
opinion, . 
_ Mr. A. Addington thought it unnecessary 
to say arly thing’as to the merits of lord 
Nelson, whose character it would be as 
difficult to exalt by panegyric as to depre- 
eiate by calumny. But with respect to the 
measure before the committee, he observed, 
that it conveyed a proposition of reward 
for servicés of an unparalleled nature, far 
short indeed of that which was granted to 
the duke ef Marlborough. 

Mr. Wilberforce remarked, that if 5,000/. 
@ year. was, ip the days of the duke of 
Marlborough, deemed necessary to sup- 
port the dignity of a duke, that sum now, 
from the comparative value of money, was 
scarcely adequate to uphold the rank of 
an earl. But he viewed this grant altoge- 
ther, not so much as a provision for the 
family of lord Nelson, as a pledge of na- 
tional liberality, held ont to our navy to en- 
courage afi imitation of that hero’sexample. 
_ Lord Henry Petty conceived that, if any 
reference were had to the case of the duke 
of Marlborough in order to apply that case 
to the measure before the committee, such 
application could only serve to suggest a 
considerable augmentation of the proposed 
grant. The expence of building Blenheim 
alone, it appeared, exceeded the amount 
of the provision contained in this bill. But, 
independently. of this expence, and the 
ether sums alluded to by the right hon. 
gent. (Mr.. Rose),. it was to be recollected 
that the family of the duke of Marlborough 
still enjoyed a. revenue of 5000/. from the 
post-office, which wad originally granted 
an consideration of: theoservices of that 
distinguished officer, Of the sum which 
this bill proposed to allow, the noble lord 
observed that 20,000/.: were to be divided | 


port ordered to be received to-morrow. ' 


between the two sisters of lord Nelsoi, 
who were, he was very sorry to say; 4, 
ther in limited circumstances, but who 
were the peculiat objects of that’ hero's 
care and affection, and both of whom he 
bequeathed to his country for that prdij. 
sion which it was not in his power to léage 
them. Could that country. then, which fp 
so highly served, hesitate to execute his 
wishes? After the deduction of the 20,00@j, 
it was intended to apply the remainder of 
the sum mentioned in the bill to erett q | 
monument, which should transmit to po 

terity the fame of Nelson, and the servic 
which he had rendered to his country, With 
regard to the allusions which had begy 
made to economy, he thought them inap. 
plicable in this instance; economy, gene 
rally speaking, should meet with his watm. 
est support ; but the economy of reward for 
great public services, he should ever deprt. 
cate, particularly’at a period like the present, | 
when it was necessary to keep up: the tote | 
of the public mind to a level with the dat. 

gers of the country; to excite men to énii- 
lation by the influence of this example 
As to the remarks of the hon. gent. (Mt, 
Francis) upon the propriety of granting | 
the proposed sum to the collateral branchés 
of lord Nelson’s family, he thought thé at | 
gument had not the weight that hon. geut, ’ 
attached to it. For those branches being the 
objects of the noble lord’s solicitude, belong 
ing to his family and bearing his name, were, 
from all those motives which suggest a ré 
ward of this nature, fully entitled to the con 
sideration of parliament, There,was perhaps, 
no desire that operated more powerfully 
upon the minds of many men, than the de 
sire of foundinga family ; and perhaps there 
was no class of men among whom this dé 
sire formed a greater stimulant to actions, 
or a higher object of ambition, than those 
who composed the officers of the navy. | 


For what dangers did they encounter, what 


privations did they submit to, in order to 
communicate to others those means, those 
comforts and enjoyments, which they have | 
no opportunity of enjoying themselves!= 
This feeling, which formed such a pror- 
nent feature in the character of a seamat, 
it was the duty and interest of parliament 
to cherish and to ericourage ; and what 
could serve as a greater encouragement to 
it, than the example which this bill pro- 


-posed, of lord Nelson’s merits laying the 


foundation of a distinguished family ?The 
clauses were then agreed to, and the ‘tt 
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{Ixora Lord Morpeth moved 
the order of the day, for resuming the ad- 
journed debate on the East-India Budget. 
‘Phe house having resolved itself into acom- 
mittee, 
Mr. Grant said, that after the clear and 
satisfactory exposition given by the noble 
Jord (Morpeth) of the present state of the 
Company’s affairs, it was not his intention to 
have entered into much observation upon 
‘them; but, as the hon. general (Wellesley) 
had, on the first night of the debate, brought 
forward a variety of statements, which, in 
fact, emounted to another exposé of those 
affairs, having, for its object, a justifica- 
tion, or, rather, commendation, of the fi- 
nancial management of lord Wellesley, it 
became his duty to submit to the house 
the views he entertained of the principal 
stibjects treated of in the hon. general's 
speech. But, first, it would be necessary 
for him to adyert to'some remarks which 


had fallen, on the preceding night, from| of 
And;from April 1793, to April 


another hon. gent. (Mr. Francis). That 
lion. gent. had said, that the Company’s 
sales were now acknowledged to be pro- 
ductive of loss, Mr. Grant denied, that 
any such acknowledgment was made by 
those connected with the Company, or that 
the statements on the table would support 
the hon. gentleman’s allegations in respect 
to loss on the sales. The amount of profit 
on sales ending Ist March, 1805, Mr. Grant 
observed, was, by the printed account on 
the table, No. 25 £1,172,779 
And the charges of -all kinds were-per 
Said aecount 1,591,319 
leaving an apparent deficiency of - £ 418,540 
But among these charges, were several 
_articles which did not helong to the 
commerce, and were entirely of a 
‘territorial nature, such as political 
‘eharges.on aceount of the territory 


£267,249 
Military ditt 819,084, 
St. Helena charges 
“are stated at - - £76,01 
. But the average of 
Syearsisonly . 63,000 


The total of these is £392,496 
Leaving a deficit of only , 
And this might fairly be placed, also, to 
the political. charges, because the settle- 
ment of St, Helena answered political pur- 
poses, as well as commercial, and a part of 
ts charge ought justly to go to the former 
head. It would be unfair, however, to judge 
of the result of the Company’s commerce by 
the last year; becuuse the imports -from Jn- 


- - - 


13,018 


- 
i 


dia, in that year, were most uncommonly | 


Small, the receipts from thence heving been 
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less than the estimate in the Indian accounts 
of 1804-5; in the sum of 41,78,282 rupees; 
and the sales also were, from the unsettled 
state of Europe, much more unfavourable 
than aswal, as would appear from revert. 
ing to’ the accounts of former years. 
In'9 years, from 1795 to 1803, the average of pro- 
fits was * £1,397,971 
In 5 years, from 1799 to 1803, it was 1,677,517 
In 2 years, in 1804 and 1805 1,185,307 
Difference short, in the average of the 

2 last years, per annum -'- £& 492,219 
The hon. gent said, he should have occa- 
sion, in the sequel, to notice some other 
things, advanced by the hon. gent. (Mr. 
Francis) ; but, in the mean time, would ad« 
dress himself to the statement of accounts 
between India and Europe, which the hon, 
general had delivered in his speech, on the 
former night. By that statement, the hon, 
geyeral made the commerce with Europe 
to be indebted to the tefritorial revenue, 
from April 1798, to April 1804, in the sum: 
£3;578,590.. 
1798, in 2,216,032 

To which if the interest on these sums 

were added, it weuld be - 2,407,832 
Making a totalof - £ 8,202,461 
He did not question, that the hon. general 
was satisfied as to the accuracy of the state- 
ment he thus brought forward; but it would 
be found to be extremely erroneous. In 
an account drawn up with great care at 
the India House, which he (Mr. Grant) © 
had occasion, in a former session, to pro= 
duce to the house, and which he now held 
in his hand, the debits and credits between 
Britain, on the one hand, and India and 
China, on the other, from the year 1788-9 
to 1802-3, forming a period of 15 years, 


- 


stood thus: 


“Total amount of supplies of goods, stores, and bul- 
lion, to India and China “= £48,553,837 

Ditto, of payments in England, on 
5,085,690 


account of India and China -- -- 
48,439,527 


Ditto, of receipts from India and Chi- 
na in goods and bills £46,973,820 
Ditto, of receipts in i 
England, on acct. 
of {ndia 1, 


48,573,406 
Balance in favour of India - £133,899 

this account, every thing received from, 

India and China, in any way, was credited ; 
every thing supplied to them was debited 
Goods lost outward bound were not charged 
to India and China; but goods lost homes 
ward bound, were placed to the credit of 

India and China. India had also credit 
for the commercial charges paid there, 


Vol. VII. 


which were’ nat included in its invoices; 
4E 
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and for loss on the:sales of exports thither. 
The exchange was, as usual, at 2s. per cur- 
rent rupee, 2s. 3d, the Bombay rupee, ana 
6s. 8d, the pagoda. The bills drawn. by 


India and China were debited ; the sums 


received from. government.in England, for 
the expences of military expeditions from 
India, were credited.—Again, by a new’ac- 
count, which he had caused to be made up 
between India and China, on the one hand, 


_ and England, on the other, for 10 years, 


from 1793-4 to 1802-3, 

The total amount of supplies to India and China 
were - -  £29,531,583 

‘Fhe total’ amount of political pay- 

ments in England, on account of 

Both £33,273,611 

Total amount receipts from those 
countries + (£33,903, 574 

Ditto in Engtand, on the ‘ 

1,599,586 
it $5,503,160 
of pte from India and .. 

China, in this peroid £228,549 
The causes of. this difference of Result, in 
the last period. of 10 years, appeared to be 
these: 

In the first period, from 1788-9 to 1792-3, the im- 
ports from India — China were proportionably 
- £752,008 

Payment to at more 500,000 

Difierence of political charges, more Ae 

£2,094,669 

Difference apparent pee account 
of 15 years ~ - 133,879 

Total - £222,548 
as above. —The hon. gent. said, he had 
also caused a third account to be made out, 
shewing the state of Accounts between the 
same countries for 7 years, from 1798-9 to 


1804-5, inclusive ; which comprehended 


nearly the whole time of lord Wellesley’s 
government ; “and this account stood thus: 
Total supplies to Iudia and China - £25,782;639 
Rolitical paidin England - 2,833,297 
a, Both 
Total £3, 4286,507 
Payments teceived in 
‘England 4,762,767 
5 98,079,974 
Balance against India & 536,585 
To which may be added the balance - 
’ that. appears against India in. 
9805-6, -when the exports to it 
were very large, and the reeipes 
from it unusually small 
Total against -India and China, in 
8 years, up to Ist Sept. 1805° - - £ 9,996, 685 
There was still another way of reviewing 
this account :’ 
The balance as above, in a period of 15 years, from 
| 1788-9 te 1802-3, was in fayour of India £133,879 
In, the two following years, 1803-4 and. 
1804-5, the balance was against India G42, 840 
Apparent balance against India and 
China in 17 years - - 


1,690, 1190 
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Although ‘these accounts, comprehending 


a great variety of transactions fer a con-, 
siderable length of time, were not to be 
contended. for as absolutely perfect; yet’ 
the hon. gent. said, they were, as far as he. 
knew, just; and he must conclude them to 
be, in fact, substantially so; and, he did, 
not question, far more aceurate than those 
with which the hon. general had been fur-, 
nished ; though he.did not doubt they, also, 
had- been made up without any intentional 
error. 

These statements, produced by the hon. general,’ 
made the baiance against the commerce, from 
April 1793, to April 1804 £5, 794,022 

To which add thé balance by Mr.Grant’s* 
statements in favour oft, asabove - 508,961 


And the whole difference would be | = £6,303,583 


It must, therefore, be highly presumable, 
that there were some great omissions, in, 
the bon. general’s accounts, to the credit. 
of England; probably, the bills drawn,on. 
England. [General Wellesley. dissented 
from this observation ; and it appeared in 
the debate, on a following night, that the 
political charges.paid in England, on ac., 
count of the territory, were not credited i in 
the, general’s statements, and made the prin- . 
cipal cause of ditlerence.]. On the whole, 
therefore, there was no evidence, that the, 
commerce owed any thing to the territory, 
or that any part of the increase of the India 
debt was to be charged to, the commerce, 
The hon. gent. next adverted to the Ac-, 
count entitled _“ Stock per Computation ;” 
on which Mr, Francis had made some, ani- 
madversions. - ‘Fhis account shews’ the 
whole state and result of the Company's 
affairs, at home and abroad. In this 
‘count, the capital stock, subscribed by the 
members of the Company, and owing to 
them, was not included, because an order 
of the house had directed it to be omitted; 
but this would make no difference in any 
one’s judgment; and there was a fair reae 
son why it should be omitted; because, 
when a partnership laid an account of its 
debits and credits before those to whom 
it was indebted, it never included the debts 


J owing to the partners, or, in other words, 
| their capital ;. the question being, only what 


the partnership owed to,others, and what jt 
had to, satisfy them. By this account of 
stock, the Company appear, contrary to all 
calemmaminie insinuations, to be solvent; 
1st, as to all the demands upon them froin’ 
creditors, exclusive of their own body, and, 

2dly, as to, their own stockholders, thus: . 


The balance of the Stock per Computation, in’fa-’ 


£508,961 | 


vour of the Company, over and 
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them, ex the stoekhokders for 
£6,181,267 

a vaine of the stock, at the rates. 

at which it is subscribed, is - - 
‘And this acconnt exhibits, that to 
“pay up the stockholders, a sum 
~ would be wantingof .- - £1,598,733 
But, to answer this apparent balance, 
_. there are fortifications, buildings, 
anda variety of articles, comprised 
“ander the head of Dead Stock, which 
‘ ‘stands in the Company’s books (de- 

ducting 400,000/. awarded for that 


7,780,000 


"head in the time of queen Anne) at £9,559,400 


; Balance in favour 7,960,667 |. 
: ‘From which, admit deductions made 
“by government at home, from the 


claimsonit - - 2,460,000 


There will still remain £5,500,607 


which, ‘undoubtedly, must be regarded as 
“a great and valuable mass of property ; for 
‘which it must be admitted, that the Com- 
‘pany would, in all reason, ‘have to receive 

“avery large sum, if, for the sake of argu- 


"ment, it were, now supposed, that the ter- 


-Titory were to be transferred from them to 
government, But, besides all this, the Com- |. 
pany possess an immense territory ; whieh, 
‘by retrenchments, will immediately pro- 
“duce an available surplus, that must, pro- 
gressively, improve the state of the Com~- 
pany’s affairs, by reducing the debt, and the 
interest on-it.—The hon. gent. next pro- 


-eeeded to take a view of the Company’s 


‘Indian Debt. ‘The hon. general had com- 
puted this debt to be, at the end of April 
1806, something more than 27 millions 


sterling; and, of this sum, he estimated 


about 16 millions to have been incurred 
during the administration of lord Welles- 
ley. Mr. Grant observed that, aecording 


- to the Budget Accounts, the Debt had been, 
Qn the 30th of Apri, 2804 

- On the 30th of April, 1805 - 

_ Aad on the ‘30th af ORs 1806, by 


= £22,536,207 
5,735,760 


computation - %%,500,000. 
after deducting the amount of the’ sinkin 
fund. But, as it had been found, after the 


¢lose of al} our wars in India, that there 
‘were large arrears due for military ex- 


penses, over and above the sums pre- 
viously reckoned upon in estimates, so he 
could not help apprehending, that, in the 
complicated military operations lately ear- 


riéd on upon:a scale large beyond all for- 
"mer example, the same thing would be ex- 


érienced in a considerable degree; and 
é, therefore, thought it fair to allow, at 


-deast, ‘a million and a half for arrears of 
military charges not yet brought to ac- 
‘count. This sum would make the debt, on 


the 30th Of April, 1806, after deducting the 


sinking fund, 30 millions 
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stock,} sterling. On the accumulation of this debt, 
he observed, that, in 1793, it had stood at 
£8,074,865 

In 1798,. lord Wellestey’s go- 
vernment commenced, at - - 11,032,645 


| And in 1806, inclading the arrears 


above-mentioned for in 
1805 - 

So that the acenmalation of the Debt, 
during lord Wellesley’s government, 
would be about 19 millions, instead 
of 16 millions, besides a sam paid off 

‘from. 1799 Epg- ‘ 
land of - ~ = 2,532,195 


making, altogether, the increase of the Debt, 
in the 8 years of his lordship’s administra- 
tion, about 214 millons sterling. How this 
vast sum had been expended, was a question 
that required particular investigation, be- 
fore it could be accurately answered. It 
was a question of very serious import. 


$0,000,000 


— 


thod of accounting for it was not satisfac- 
tory, because he had supposed a consider- 
able part ta have been incurred by borrow- 
ing money in India to supply investments 
to urope; which supposition was shewn 
to be groundless by the statements Mr. 
Grant had exhibited. Doubtless, a very 
large proportion of the Debt had been oc- 
casioned by the expenses of the military 
expeditions undertaken in India, at the de- 
sire of the king’s government, by the wars 
we had carried on there since the year 1798, 
and by the Jarger balances which the ex- 
tended scale of our affairs had placed in the 
various offices and departments of the dif- 
ferent presidencies. The imereasing Inte- 


the absorption of a large sum of the re- 
sources of government, 
In years, from I'79%-2 to 179T- 8, théve had been 


7 yeays, from 3789. to, 2804-5, the: 
amonnt of payments for interest.is. $9,000,000 


S| Making an inerease fOr the payment 


of Interest in the last % years, ef ~ 5,440,000 
With regard to the debts termed optional, 


contracted since the year 2800, and 


amounted, 
For Bengal, to £5,022,000 
For Madras .- 4,000,000 
Both making -  £6,022,000 


The characteristic of these Debts was, that 
the interest as well as the principal was 
payable in England at the option of the 
lenders, and both principal and interest at 
rates of exchange,which rendered it pro- 
bable, that payment of them might be de- 
manded i in England. All the other Debts 


Clear it was, that the han. general’s me- | 


rest on the Debt would, alone, account for 


paid, for interest,on the Indiem Debt £3,588,000 


they were enderstoed to be a class of debits 


| | | 
? | 
| 
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were in Certain sense optional; the prin- 
cipal being also transferable to England, 
but at arate of exchange which made it 
improbable that the Holders would ‘avail 
themselves of that option,  Undoubtettly, 
the contingency of being liable to be ¢alléd’ 
on in England for the payment of only six. 
Iillions, though any such demand could’ 
only come:in the course of some years, and 
so not without affording time for’ prépara- 
tion, was avery serious contingency, which 
@uglit fo be looked at with the other con- 
Biderations belonging to this subject, un- 
guestidhably most alarming, of the Thdian 

Debt. The great qtestion which now 
‘Called for attention, was the liquidation of 
‘this enormous Debt. It was of a magni- 
tude which left all former example far be- 
hind, and, tinless means were taken to re- 
‘duce it, the interest Alone must overwhelm 
the affairs of the company. A’ plan for 
this purpose was necessary, and imme- 


‘diately necessary. It should be the first! 


“object of consideration, and of any stich 
re the first principle must be a retrénch- 
ment of our expenditure. We had heard 
‘thuch from the hon. genéral and others, of 
the incréasé of our Indian revéenviés ; but in 
‘vain are our revenues increased, if the'in- 
crease ofour expenses keeps pace with them. 
“The true question is not, what is the amount 
of dur revenues, but what is the amount of 
‘our surplus; and unhappily it will be found, 
that as our revenues have increased Of late 
‘years, our surplus bas diminished, as will 
appear from the following particulars ; 
In the years 1793-4. 
rene. Interest. Charges. Net Rev. 
8294399 596205 £. 6115746 6. 1619096 
In the years 1802-9. - 

49864597 1457377, 1094032 
In the years 1803-4. (Deficit, 

“13273044! 1534758 13518170 1779884 


‘Aad this last'year, in which, instead of a 


surplus, there was. so, large a. deficit; in- 
‘eluded only a part of the expence of the 
first war with, the Mahratta chiefs Dowlut 
Row Scindia and the Berar rajah.. It was 
obvious, therefore, that there was a neces- 
sity for an available surplus, and ii a de- 
gree commensurate to.the oggasion. With- 
eut this, all plans for the reduction of our 
Debt must be chimerical. -No ingenuity. 
of plan could relieve that taan whose. ¢x- 
pences were greater thamhisincome, This 
was not the time ‘to enter imto a discussion 
of the means of reducing the Debt, but it 
was clear that an economical spirit was es- 
sential; and this being. presupposed, of 


which indeed 4he recent proceedings of the | 
i 
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Bengal government give fair promises, he 
thought that the reductionwas practicable 

perhaps even Without resorting to ine 
erease of the ‘Compan y’s capital ; though 
he did not conceive the objection of ah 
hon. gentleman.(Mr. Francis) to this. méa- 
sure to be. sufficiént,; becduse, if money 
could be employed to advantage, @s it was 
clear it could.in the present case, it Was 
immaterial. whether the advantage was to 
be in the way of commerce or gain by inte. 


rest. There were, however, objec. 


tions to increasing the capital at present; 
for, during war, it miust be .taised on 
terms comparatively unfavourable, ahd the 
public might object to the: increase of the 


paying off Indian Debt.—Ass the hon. ge- 
neral had enlarged on the improved state 


administration of lord Wellesley, the. hon. 
gent, said, he felt it necessary to make some 
remarks on that subject; and, first, with 
respect to the Sinking Fund established 
in Bengal. That fund, although it had in- 
deed bought up a considerable sum of the 
|Debt, had im fact given no extraordinary 
Laid to the reduction of it; for, it differed 
essentially in its principle from the Siuki 
Fund established .in England,. which wit 
every néw provision for the payment of 
interest on loans, laid an additional tax. on 
the subject to form a fund for the reduction 
of the principal; here was an addition to 
the income of the state. But the Bengal 


_ Sinking Fond was formed by no such addi- 


tion of income. It had only a part of an 
income existing before, appropriated to 
this particular object of buying up Com- 


have been effected by the Same sum in dic 
rectly paying off debt, without any establish- 


seemed to trench on. the faith of Govern 
ment in respect to that pledge, and if it were 
true, as he had heard, that the advances 
to the Sinking Fund were even anticipated 
‘by loans from the treasury, this was cere 
tainly a direct violation of the pledge that 
had been given. Qn, the other hand, it.was 
to be. admitted, that the purchases of Com- 


}pany’s paper, by the sinking fund, served 
to keep up the credit of that paper, It was 


true, also, that the new optioval loans, be- 
ing given on far better terms to the lends 
ers, thay the earlier loans, did roptribyte 


capital'on such terms, for the purpose’ of 


of the Compaiy’s credit in India during the , 


pany’s paper, and an equal reduction might | 


ment of a Sinking Fund, the establishment | 
of which, as all the available surplus of the — 
Bengal revenue was pledged tothe public | 
to be primarily applied to pay off debt, — 


(3160, 


J | 
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' paper, it would be found, on investiga~ 


market to purchase paper, which enbahced 
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give an increased yalueito one’ descrip-| 
_tion, at least, of Company’s paper ;. but it, 
because the. thing was really better; 
but. there were several weighty 
these loans: they frustrated the old re- 
mittance plan, for liquidating the Com- 
_pany’s debt; they might be productive of 

"very serious embarrasgments to the Com- 
pany’s finances at home; and, above all, 
they were a dangerous instrument in the 
chands of any government, by enabling it 
, to undertake schemes of conquest and am- 
-bition unsuitable to the intrinsic powers 
of our Indian governmént, and our troe 
line of policy.—As to the merit that had 
_been ascribed to lord Wellesley, for the re- 
duction which had taken place in his time, 

‘in the rates of discount on the Company’s 


Aion, to result from causes distinct from 
-increased confidence in the government, or 
increased prosperity in the public affairs. 
The sinking fund, as already observed, 
otherwise a measure liable to objection, 
‘had raised the value of the paper. The 
-hew paper issued, being of a better de- 
scription than the old, was not only at a 
lower discount itself, but. served to di- 
- minish, the discount on the rest —The pro- 
perty of the community in India was mueh 
Increased ; for, as the government became 
poor, the subjects became rich; and, there- 
fore, more money was brought into the 


its value. Great part of the nine millions 
_ Sterling, paid for interest. on the Debt, in 
the last.7 years, had, doubtless, gone for 
the purchase of new paper ;—and, as the 
old loans, on which the discount had been 
highest, drew, in the. course of time, nearer 
to the turn of payment, they, of course, 
became more valuable; whilst new paper, 
. bearing the same disadvantageous condi- 
tions, was not again issued ; all which will 
account for an improvement in the rates of| 
discount, without ascribing it to the merit 
. of government, or the confidence reposed 
in it; though it may be also: true, that the 
» €clat,of victories and conquests might have 
raised sanguine expectations of future pro- 
_ sperity, to those who looked no farther.— 
- As to, the general influence of the late wars- 
in India, on the affairs of the Company, he 
would.not take this. occasion of going into 
digtession, on a gubject deserving. of di- 
-Tectand seriousdiscussion ; but he thought 
_ right, just to, observe, that those wars had, 
- €normously inereased the expenses and the, 
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security necessary to us; without even add- 
.ing, permanently, much to our revenues; 
and at the expense of our repuitition), for 
justice.and moderation, in the eyes of Tit 
diae+Before concluding, he wished to say 
a few words on. the treaties lately conclu- 
ded by sir Geo. Barlow, which had been 
censured by an hon, gent. (Mr. Francis), 
as precipitate. Mr. Grant said, they were 
conducted according to.:the genera! prin- 
ciples established by the legislature, and 
the orders of the Company ; according to 
the, positive instructions lord Curnwallis 
had carried out, and the opinions and 
commenced measures of that ever-to-be- 
lamented nobleman; that. théy were aiso 
to be justified by financial propriety ; fos, 
if, as an hon. general had said, there was 
no financial necessity for them, (which be 
(Mr. Grant) did not adumt,) there was, at 
least, great financial expediency; there was 
no just object for carrying on the war; every 
thing was against it; and, therefore, the 
sooner it was terminated, consistently with 
our credit, which. these treaties have pre- 
served, the better.—As to the severe cen- 
sures which the same hon. gent. (Vir, Fraa- 
cis) states the court to have passed on sir 
G. Barlow, they were confined: to an ex- 
pression of the court’s great surprise, that 
the members of the board should have sub- 
mitted to a virtual exclusion from their of- 
ficial functions, by the assumptions oi the 
governor-general; but as to sudden change 
in the conduct. of sir G. Barlow, with re- 
gard to the line of policy he had acquiesced 
in under lord Wellésley’s. government, it 
was. not to be, ascribed to a mean comph-~ 
ance, but to his sense of duty, on learumg 
what he had not distinctly understood be- 
fare,. the positive determination of the ae- 
thorities at home to change the system of 
foreign policy which lord Wellesley bad 
followed, .Sir G. .Barlow had conducted 
himself, in the late negociations ‘conse- 
quent of, the views entertained at home, 
with great vigour-and ability ; his gevieral 
merits:.were acknowledged, even. by 
ministration ; and. he was im high esteem 
}with the Company, although they had mot, 
Lon account of his.acquiescence im the’ méa- 
‘surés of lord Wellesley, at first 
him provisional suecessor to lord Corn-— 
walls’; and, indéed, although they ‘had 
been strangely eénsured for out 
that nobleman in a aying state, Mir. Grant 
solemnly declared, that’ lieotiad no idea of 
being im ib bealth when‘he weut out ; 
potherwise, neither he, nor any one who 


~ Debt of the Company, without adding any: 
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‘loved that most amiable man, would have: 
‘contributed to his going out. But, in fact, 
‘sir G. Barlow, by standing next to lord 
-Cornwallis, had all the benefit, and so haa! 
the service,. of a. provisional appointment. 
‘saving only the exercise of the extraordi- 
nary powers of governor-general at the pre-' 
sidency, which -was not likely to be of any 
‘importance.—<As to the question, that had 
lately been very warmly agitated, concern- 


ng the removal of sir Barlow, and the 


appointment of a successor to him, Mr. G, 
said, he should, for different reasons, then 
abstain from entering into it. It had al- 
-teady taken a determinate shape. The body 
‘with which he was cannected, had followed 
-# line concerning it, in forbearing to bring 
it before that house, which he should ac- 
quiesce in; and he himself, who had, in 
the earlier proceedings, been, as chairman, 
-@ party concerned, had, he understood, 
been misrepresented in some things, though 
he did not know by whom, nor, exactly, in 
what terms; but, he had endeavoured to 
bring what had been whispered into light; 
-to bring it into a tangible shape, in order 
to its refutation; of which he was most 
confident ; for, be solemnly declared that, 
-in the whole of the transaction alluded to, 
as far as he was concerned, he had acted 
-uprightly and conscientiously, as his friend 
(Mr. Smith) the deputy-chairman, than 
whom a more honourable man did not 


exist, had also dene;. and they were most 


-anxious for an opportunity of vindicating 
themselves ; and should be obliged to any 
gentleman in that house, or out of it, to 

-aid them, in bringing any. thing alleged 
against their conduct into light. 

Mr. Alderman Prinsep rose in reply to 
the hon. gent. (Mr. Grant), and observed, 
that he knew not how far the speeches and 
statement of the hon. ex-chairman had 
tended to dispel the gloomy apprebensions 
which must have arisen from the result of 

.the candid and perspicuous detail of the 

noble lord.(Morpeth) on a former night. 

He knew not how far he might venture to 
calculate upon the impression he should 
endeavour to make on the committee, by 
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}partnership. By the 111th clause of that 
act, disposing of the profits of the compa 
‘iy, it appeared that “ during the conting. 
ance of the exclusive trade, the net pros 
‘ceeds of the Company’s sales of Goods at 
rhome, with the duties and allowances ari- 
‘sing from the private trade, and ali ot her pro-. 
fits of the said company, in Great Britain, 
shall be applied and disposed of (after other 
preferences) in the payment of a sum not ex-: 
ceeding 500,000/. per annum into the receipt 
tof his majesty’s exchequer, to be appliedas | 
parliament shall direct.” Here, after quoting 
these words of the aet, the hon. member 
proceeded to observe, that, however equal 
this partnership might be in responsibility, 
the profits had been by no means equally 
divided; for whilst the proprietors had 
tbeen receiving 10 and a hulf per cent. on 
their nominal capital, the country had been 
‘disappointed of every half-yearly payment 
two of its stipulated proportion; and, 
at the same time, an enormous debt had 
been aceumulating by the company, and 
fan enormous expence constantly ineurred 
tby the state in the protection of their — 
commerce and dominions.—It had been 
admitted by the hon. gent. who spoke 
last, that a responsibility for the IndiaCom- 
pany of 17 millions bung over England at 
a time the most eritieal in her own finan- 
fetal affairs; a demand, infinitely beyond 
the company’s faculty of answering. ‘Fhe 
house and the country would, ‘therefore, — 
soon be talled upon to make it- good. A 
fresh minute investigation was, therefore, — 
now become absolutely necessary, and this 
at a time when the government ought tobe | 
wholly occupied in its own more immediate 
defence and support. The noble lord, it © 
was true, had declared it to be the duty — 
and intention of the eomnrissioners for 
dia affairs to call the attention of pastia- 
ment to this subject at an early peiod of the 
next session. Inthe mean time the hon. 
member conceived he was doing bis duty. 
to his country, however irksome and un- 
gracious the task might prove, to dissect this 
anomalous mixture of imperial commeree 
and commercial dominion ; to separate the 


the totally different view he should take of }capital actually absorbed by this commerce, 


the magnitude and the causes of the Com- 
pany’s present distress. But he felt it his 
duty, first to apprise the committee of the 
nature and extent of the responsibility im- 
posed upon the house and the country, by 


' the act of the 33d of his present. majesty, 


- No man, after reading that act, could en- 
. tertain any other idea than that. of direct 
' 


'from the mass of debts, payments, and as- 
sets, comprehended in the Budget state- 
ment annually laid before the house. For, 
if it should appear, that any thing like his 
estimates of its amount was drawn from’ a 
capital wholly borrowed at mterest, it would 
be utterly impossible to reject the coriclt 
sion he had so frequently pressed upon the’ — 
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houte, that the trade had been a losing one { ons; those providing abroad were no where | 
to. an immense amount; and this fact would stated, but on au estimate of 1803 and 
do away: all the argumeuts of the hon, ex-{ 1804, he should assume 3 millions, making 
‘chairman, which he had: again adduced | together, 6 millions; if, to this, he added | 
from an irrelevant statement of the inter-|3 millions, being the moiety deducted from 
change of property between {ndia and Eu-|the India account before-mentioned of 
rope. The hon, gent. had endeavoured to 6,050,000/., it made the sum of 9 mil- | 
prove, by this statement, taking three dif-{lions, which, added to the 12 millions, al- 
ferent views of the subject, that the com-' ready mentioned, formed a mass of 21 mil- 
pany’s trade was not indebted to the terri-j lions sterling, of active capital, absolutely | 
tories, or to the India debt. . He should, {employed in the joint commerce of India. 
however, now beg leave to distinguish what|and China. The hon. ex-chairman had 
they had always been studiously endeavour- | next stated, as part of the dormant capital, | 
ing to confound ; and to separate the trading | the value of East-India house, warehous 
capital fromthe resources of dominion, | ses, &c. = £992,200. 
and, as faras the»documents before the} Dead stock purchased 100 years 
house would allow him, the capital required} . since, and still remaining in i 
by the India trade, from that of China.—| the Company’s accounts £400,000: 
‘Fhe hon. Alderman then proceeded'to read | The total of these items, which, however,’ 
an extract. from the Budgets of 1804 and | were not all that might be charged to the. 
: 1805, reciting, as he proceeded, the pdints | trade, the committee would perceive, was. 
of reference in each, The advances for| upwards of 21 millions: he was aware 
: trade in’ the three Presidencies, and Fort| that some of the items might probably be 
re Marlborough in 1802-3 were, he observed, j subject to dispute; he would, nevertheless, 
ae upwards of two millions. While these ¢ar-|take what bad been repeatedly acknow= 
goes were coming home, others were col} ledged, and, he rather thought, by the no=. 
lecting at the Presidencies which employed] ble lord uear him (lord Castlereagh), that. 
2,300,000/. more. the commerce of the East-India company 


The. Cash Balances.abroad onthe 30th | required four capitals, or about four-and- 

of April, 1804,,were nearly - £600,000) twenty millions'sterling. For although In- 

“a dia goods were paid for before manufac- 
Of 400,000) tured, ‘he believed the Englicl 
2,300,000 | goods exported, were hought upon credit,, 
iid » 600,000 the bills drawn from India and 
000 coo} the latter particularly supplied the capital. 
TheTndia Imports-employed an active considerable extent.—The' al- 
s 5 Capital of five millions. ie derman then proceeded to complain of the 
e 3 , Atthisperiod there wereathome, very small portion of the manufactures of 
¢ | end Rind pe sold and not paid for - £.1,150,000| this country, which this immense capital 

in England, unsold, partly : 
it China, and partly ladia’ pro- enabled the Company to export to India, 
y 1 duce, £.6,440,000, of which he and the inconsiderable British tonnage em- 
\- should charge the India trade ployed in this trade. The number of 


tons, he stated to be, not more than 


_ This made india commerce amount to ; 


-apwards of nine millions. 20,000 and the same home ; and the 
_ «© .With regasd to the Exports, the merchandize for the last 11 years, by refer-' 
Ly ... Athount of the cargoes from En- ‘ring to the papers on the-table, 5 millions ; 
Mt pe Bente not arrived at their des- or, onan average, below 500,000/. per an- - 
ination, at the date of the i 

quick stockaccount, was 3,580,000] :—Was this small and contemptible 
ce » Exports paid for, exclusive of Bul- proportion of the national exports our na~ 
he lion +, 1,200,000] tural share of the trade to British India, 
e, - 820,000) to acquire and defend which, the mother 
‘thins 450,000 | COUDtry had made such sacrifices; and was 
|now in danger of being soon called on to 
- Which gave, according to stock, by) make asacrifice of 17 millions more? Was 
nis .. computation, in the whole- __~ £.6,050,000 | this a consideration sufficient to justify the 
pa Half of which belonged to India: the whole| exclusion of the rest of his majesty’s sub- 
id Iadia concern, therefore, absorbed twelve | jects from a free intercourse with the im- | 
lus millions,--The China cargoes, homeward|mense and populous regions, within the 
he’ ‘bound, he should estimate at three  milli- oe of the Company’s charter, extending 


| 
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from the’ Cape | of Hope “to ‘Cape: 
Horn ; while neutral flags could range ‘at’ 
large throughout the Pacific: and India| 
oceans, and derive’ encouragement and sup- 
port to their rising and rival commerce and 
navigation, froma free'and unlimited ae- 
the company’s esta- 
blish ments, ‘whither they carried and sold, 
unmolested; not only the produce of their 
own, but the manufactures of this country, 
and brought away, in return, the produc- 
tions of India, to meet us inevery market 
of Europe'and America? Not that he dis- 
approved’of their admission inte the ports 
of India; the silver they carried there, had 
afforded considerable relief to the circula-| 
tion. All he had ever claimed, was, a 
right in British subjects, to a fair competi- 
tjon -with foreigners in that) part of the 
trade, which the company had neither fa- 
culty, nor inclination to carry on.It next’ 
became necessary:to'enquire into’the fact’: 
he had asserted on a former evening, with 
regatd to ‘the means which the Company 
possessed, of carrying on this limited coms 
merce,' from funds of>their-own; com-' 
therce ‘which must, ‘from ‘its very nature, | 
prove ruinous, Keon! the expensive manner 
in’ which the: merchandize was conveyed in‘ 
than necessary expensively 
constructed ‘on “principles, ' 
which mitfished: their ‘eapacity for stow- 
age of merchaniize,' on the plea of 
bling them the better to act as ships of «var, : 


—Four-and-twenty milous be had assd- 


med as ithe ‘capital required! to Carry on 
this commerce.» This¢apital he looked fer, 
in vain, in the accotint.of stock by compit- 
tation, where, instedd of finding any capi- 
tal, he repeated, and with repret, the ba- 
lance,. if ‘fairly taken, was considerably 
against the company.:In’ this aceount, 
exclusive‘of the Company’s' capital, ba- 


Janee was assumediof 81 1,267 

gf 
that ‘the vet 


“was the amount which, apon their owt 


statement, the Company were minus, Phe! 


hon. ex-chairmau had argued at considera- 
ble length against this’ mode of ‘stating the: 


account, and wished to. compare the‘joint: 
stock of agreat public and chartered com- 
pany with the capital of private partner- 


of individual teatder: was there’ 


_analogy/between them? ‘The one was a 
lic jomt stack which the subjects: 
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Dae 
market, and: fluctuating in-valué, act 
to the:price of money, and the estimation) 
veredit of the Company. In the instance: 
fore the committee, thisConipany enjoyed)’ 
privileges, guaranteed by parliament, and 
possessed territories, producing a princely. 


|revenue; their:stock, therefare, pattook of: 


the nature of the public securities of this 
country, pledged for the national debt; and. 
wasias much a:public’ claim, as. the India: 
debt, or the bond debt of upwards.of 9 
millions at home.; It came, by no means, 
under the description of the capital of trades: 
men,whichmustalwaysbe applied to the 
ment of debts, before they can be deemed 
insolvent; and is, therefore, properly ex. 
cluded; when a statement of their affairs:ig’ 
laid before their creditors. In this. view of 
the subject, he would, therefore, ask, where’ 
he was to find the 24 ~millions, required: 
for trade? where -else but’ im the general ase 
sets of the stock account, in: which: a debt 
of 30 ‘millions, mostly! India: interest, 
made so prominent a figure.. The imterest. 
of| that debt was a. eharge upon the whole — 

noern ef revenue and commence ; and 
to»exclude:'a proportion’-of! that interest: 
from the charges of the trade, was, he cons — 
tended, contrary to’the’ common sense and 
reason ‘of miankihd, whilst "thé admission 
of it totally gbolished. all. the profit so 
vauntingly assumed upon the commerce at — 
lavge.—-Here he would ask the hon. ex- 
deputy chairman behind him (Mr. G, 
Smith), who was, besides, a banker of the . 
first eminence, his candid opinion. of tthe 
stock, by computatioa, taken without the 
capital, according to thehon.ex-chairman’s 
statement; and which, thérefore, might be | 
iconsidered as the exposition of the piaits 
of one of his customers in embarrassed 
circumstances, and ealling on his banker 
for assistance ; it was only 
Jions as thousands, and the. analogy 


complete. Before the hon. banker’ ad- 


anced any ¢onsiderable’ sum, such as 17 
millions, hé meant 17 thousands, he was 
perfectly sure the hop, banker would sit 
|}down,. and. ‘minutely seryutinize the items” 
jon ‘the credit side of this account. All 
ithe debts, he would know, ‘must be answer- 
ied, and probably 1 to qn amount beyond the 
jstatement; but he would naturally enquire 
what was the snature of the assets to ab- 
iswer them.—Here the’‘hon. member dise 
cussed several of the items of the steck 
account up te March 1805. ‘Phe first was 
1,207,560/, alledged to beduefrom 


‘s held transferable shares, 
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tended, was not the case; it was a part of the 
national debt, consisting of consols, and 
standing in the name of the Company, for 
which they had taken credit at par, valuing 
them ‘at 60: this item was overcharged in 
‘the sum of 483,024/, Another debt of go- 
vernment for stores and supplies, which 
stood at 4,460,192/., had been, by a spe- 
cial commission, curtailed in the sum of 
2,089,392/, Another item, which must come 
against the general assets, was a charge 
upon the Carnatic estate, of 5,630,838/. ; 
under investigation, it wastrue, but substan- 
tiated abroad under the register of the late 
nabob’s creditors’; and, as he believed, 
still running at interest: to avoid much ca- 
vil on this item, be would strike off what- 
ever should appear reasonable to any mem-| 
ber of the.committec; he would, therefore, 
call it only 4 millions. Here he must thank. 
the noble lord (Morpeth) for his candour' 
in producing a prospective estimate of the 


. revenuesand charges in India, for 1805 and 


1806, by which it appeared that the debts 
‘abroad on the Ist of March last, would be 
increased in the sum of 2,655,957/. (and 
this ‘without any provision for investment). 
—The next article was, it was true, a mat- 
ter of estimate and opinion: it regarded 
the actual value of an item, which appeared, 
in the quick stock abroad, under the title 
‘of Debts Outstanding, and included ad- 
vances for Investment, arrears of Revenue, 
Loans. to Rajahs and Zemindars, (the Gui- 
‘cuwab Rajah among the rest), to no less an 
amount than 9,168,000/.: but, would any 
man of business in the house, either finan- 
cial or commercial, deny the hon. banker’s 
claim to a considerable allowance for bad 
‘debts under this article? Would 2 millions 
be too much to deduct from this item? 
‘The sums, therefore, to be deducted on the 
“whole account, were + £.2,000,000 


483,024 

2,089,392 

4,000,000 

2,655,957 

Forming a totalof + £.11,228,373 
‘Which, when set against the | 

balance, in favour, in the 

account before him, of + £.6,181,267 
Left a balance against the 

Company, of + £.5,047 ,106 


‘There was, indeed, as the last speaker had 
‘Stated, a memorandum at the foot of the 
‘stock account, by which a sum of no less 
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) Buildings and Fortifications, of Plate, Fur- 
niture, Vessels, and Plantations, since 
the year 1702; which sum the hon, ex- 
chairman had consigered as an available 
asset, against the alledged deficiency. 
He was very much surprised, indeed, to 
find this item adduced in the manner it had 
been: were it even valid, this sum, though 
nearly ten millions, ‘would not square the 
account, when the Company’s capital, and 
the deficiency be bad just proved, should 
be set against it. But, really, a single 
glance at the title of this account, would 
remove every idea of considering it as a 
claim upon government, when the lease 
should expire.—One column, amounting 
to nearly two millions, consisted of House- 
hold Furniture, Farming Stock, Piexsure 
Boats, Plate, and Table Linen, of which 
articles, the wear of an hundred years had 
not much increased the value: of what 
nature were the Buildings? Some of them 
forts upon the great rivers, dismantled by 
time, or swept away by the changes of cur- 
rents. Others, either absolutely levelled 
with the ground, and rebuilt, or, if stand- 
ing, repaired. at an enormous expence.— 
Others of the buildings had given place to 
the new (and, if they pleased, splendid) pa- 
lace lately erected for the accommodation 
of the governor-general, which, however it 
had been reprobated, the hon. member 
thought highly necessary and becoming. 
Would such items as these be admitted in a 
final adjustment between the Company and 
the state, that state which had expendedsv 
many millions, in effecting the acquisition, 
and protecting, by its marine, thesecommer- 
-cial dominions? Was it nothing that the: 
country was now actually deprived of the 
services of 25 of its own regiments; that 
two squadrons were maintained in the In- 
dian seas ; that Ceylon once, and the Cape 
of Good Hope had been twice conquered 
and retained, at an enormous expence; 
that. a suni of $ millions and a half had 
been paid to the Company on this account 
since 1804, and a further sum of 2 millions 
was now under liquidation 7—If there must 
exist an imperium in imperio, while it did 
Hexist, the subordinate empire ought, at 
least,to bear its own expences, of which these 
ought to form a part. The hon. alderman, 
therefore, totally rejected this item of ten 
mnillions.—Would an exposition, he asked, 
such as this now appeared, if made by an 
individual, induce any banker to enable 
him to continue the concern? The hon. 


“than 9,994,208/, was stated as the cost of 
Vou. Vii. ; 4 


meuaber, for. his part, declared, that be 
4F 
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could not ‘sce how it was pdsbible to con- 
tinue: this system, cumbrous and uuprofit« 


_ able as it: was : time would, perhaps, shew 


what was to be done, or, he might learn, 
fromthe noble lord who: had lately pre- 
sided-at the India board, how the Company 
were‘to go on, without-having recourse, as 
on a former-occasion; to the aid of parlia- 
ment, its. partner in this concern. For 
himself, he, could see no: other. justifiable 
mode of afiording that relief, than a pre- 


Nious examination’ into their affairs, anda 


resolution to-separate the revenue from the 
trade.) As ‘to the hope expressed by. the 
bon. ex-chairman, thatitheir. affairs would 
recover; during.a long:‘period of peace in 
india, it-was with) regret, stated, that 
the. best-inlormed men ‘on. the spot, were 
by no means sanguine: in: this particular.— 
‘By an hon. general's. calculation of the im- 
mediate savuigs on/a'peace establishment, 
740,0001, were:expected'to be saved in the 
first. year: but would: that-keep down, even 
_the interest of their enormous debt? Would 
it afford any resource for. investment? 
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‘to encroach upon’ our natural intercourse 
with India, and to nourish, at our expence; 
‘their maritime power and commercial im- 
portance.—How long was the merchandize 
of the private trader be. reluctantly 
brought home at this immense loss 5 and.a 
fair competition between Imperial come 
merce, and the exertions of the British 
merchant withheld? So confined was the 
trade of the Company, that it visited no 
shores but their own, while the neutral 
flag, ashe had already remarked, ranged, 
unmolested, and even, encouraged, from 
the Pacific to the Indian ocean; and from 
these to every other part of the globe.— 
But what pressed immediately on the come 
| mittee, was, the present distress of | the 
| Company, and the inevitable call’ on parlia 
ment for relief. How far the country was 
boubd to answer that call, would appear 
from Mr. Dundas’s Letter to the Directors, 
at the discussion respecting the renewal of 
their charter; wherein he expressed his-opi-. 
nion, that the debts of the Company must 
accompany the territory into whosesoever 


Might not that balanceibe absorbed by un-| hands it might fall. Whether the debt had 


foreseen contingencies}, or arrested to pay 
unstated claums, the winding: up of 
the last war accounts ?—The noble lord, 
and the committee, must see; by this,state- 


accrued, from losses im trade, or from ters 
ritorial expences, the committee would now 
judge; for his part, he agreed perfectly 
with the hon. general (Sir Arthur Welles- 


ment of facts, deduced from documents on| ley) in his statement of the subject; and 


the table, and authenticated bythe Com- 
pany themselves, how utterly impossible it 
was, any longer to support this anomalous 
mixture of trade and. dominion, 
dented, except in a solitary andicalamitous 
instance, that of Dutch East-India 
-Company, whose fate he-need not:recall to 
their recollectiou.The hon. member. ob- 
served, that he was utterly, at a loss to 
Suggest any remedy to the distress already 
-existing, much less.to point out the means 
_of continuing the Company's trade, even on 
its present contracted seale; for, he would 
state to.the noble lord..an important fact ; 
_and, he hoped. it would convince him it was 
shigh time to check the present: system. 
The faculty of borrowing abroad was at an 


~-end,-aud the ships of the Company were 


actually loading home with private goads 
at .29/. per. ton, for want.of. the. re- 
gular investment ; while the Company, for 
this very tonnage, were paying 60/., making 
this prodigious and unnecessary sacrifice for 
_th, sake of prosecuting their favourite plan 
of excluding the ships. of individuals, who 
gcould gain, by navigating on stjll lower 
terms, than what is exacted upon private 
strade.—In this way,.neutrals were suffered 


that investment, and not war, had swelled 
the debt to its present magnitude.—His 
own chief object, in this long detail, was, 
to warn the noble lord of the responsibility 
of the country. At present, he would make 
no motion, but would content himself with 
the promise of the noble lord, that an inves- 
tigation would soon'take place. Certainly, 
such was the situation of things, that strong 
and decisive measures were become neces- 
sary. When the disorder was violent, strong 
remedies must be administered.. With re-~ 
gard to the right and extent of interference 
ov the part of government, he should 
merely quote the authority of a great states- 
man (the earl of Liverpool), just leaving 
the world, distinguished for having asserted 
the rights of the British flag; and who now, 
after a long and: illustrious career, and al- 
ready sinking into the grave, bad yet vigour 
enough to compose, by his expiring lamp, 
an-Address.to his Sovereign on the intricate 
subject of Coinage, which work would add 
‘to'his already acquired fame, as a political 
feconomist. The ‘words were to be-found 
pamphlet on the Conduct of Great 
Britain towards neutral Nations.—“ The 
Lrights of mankind admit of various de¢- 
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to this country, it was the uniform practice 
- ith the English parliament to include the 
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grees; and whenever two of these come 
into competition, the’ lowest in the scale 
must give place to the higher. Each man 
hath aright to perform certain: actions ; 


but if the destruction of another should: 


follow from them, would not this be a just 
cause of restraint?” How far this high au- 
thority applied, in the present case, he must 
leave to the noble: lord to determine; cer- 
tain he was, that it would have its due 

_ weight, in the consideration of this impor- 
tant subject. The bon. Alderman conclu- 
ded, by observing, that he felt grateful to 
the committee for their indulgent hearing ; 
and would no longer trespass on their at- 
tention. 

Lord Castlereagh was fully aware of the 
difficulties under which the East-India 
Company at present laboured. He never- 
theless was.very far from entertaining iu 
his mind-that gloomy view of the Com- 
pany’s affairs which had been drawn by the 
worthy alderman who had just sat down. 
On the coutrary, he was well convinced 

that if the Company’s affairs were vigo- 
rovsly conducted, it would not be long be- 
fore they would reach as great a state. of 
prosperity as the most sanguine wishes of 
any friend tothe interests of the Company 
could reasonably entitle them to expect. 
For the accomplishment of this great ob- 
ject he would recommend that the general 
state of the Co:npany’s affairs should un- 
dergo the most ausple investigation before 
acommittee. The resuit, he was confi- 
dent, would be highly favourable to the 
Company. But, at the same time that he 
was convinced, from his knowledge of the 
affairs of the Company, that a committee 
which had it in view to obtain a correct 
statement of the debts, assets, and revenue 
of the Company, must necessarily draw ip- 
ferences favourable to the Company, as he 
had before stated; still he most clearly 
saw that something was wanting for the 
present to be done for the assistance of the 
Company. To attain this great and most 
desirable object, he would recommend that 
a loan should be raised under the sanction 
of parliament; not that he could by any 
means suppose that there could be any he- 
sitation or doubt of the solvency of the 
Company, but that he saw how much more 
advantageously a loan would be raised un- 
der such circumstances, than if the Com- 
pany itself was to go into the market for 
that purpose. Betore Ireland was united 
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loan for Ireland:in one general vote along 
with that which was given for this country, 
By the adoption of such a system, the Com- 
pany would gain what they most particu- 
larly wanted, an extension of their capital ;. 
and the public would have considerably 
‘better security than they could now possi- 
bly have, as, from the profits to accrue 
from-such an extension of capital, there 
would be a sinking fund for the total and 
speedy extinction of the whole debt. 

Dr. Laurence. caught the Speaker’s eye, 
and was entering. into a consideration of 
the subjéct, when Tout 

Mr. Robson rose to order. He observed, 
that on so important amoccasion, an occa- 
sion that) required the fullest attendance; 
not one of his majesty’s ministers was 
present, to guard the purse of the public: 
and as he observed by the order-book, 
that little business stood for to-morrow, he. 
should move an adjournment.—The gal- 
lery was then cleared, and there being 
only 31 members present, the house ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, July 16. 
[Mrnures.] The royal assent was given 
by commission to the Scots Distillery bill, 
the Vote of Credit bill, the Irish Customs - 
bill, the Irish Prizage bill, the Greenwich 
Chest bill, the Greenwich ,Hospital bill, 
tbe Portsmouth and Dover Works bill, the 
Training bill, the Militia Ballot bill, and 
the Irish Road bill. The commissioners 
were the lord Chancellor, earl Spencer, 
and lord Walsingham. The Slave Ship 
Restriction bill, the Irish School Commis- 
sioners bill, and the Nabob of Arcot Cre- 
ditors bill were read a third time and 


passed, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Wednesday, July 16. 
{Mrxvutes.] The Land Tax Redemption 
‘Amendment bill, the Warehousing Goods 
dill, the Woods and Forests Surveyors 
bill, the Windsor Forest bill, the Irish 
Hops Importation bill, the Grenada Loan 
bill, the Lottery bill, and the Stage Coach 
bill, were read a third time and passed. 


Upon the latter, sir John Sinclair took oc- 
casion to observe, that the provisions of 
this bill did not appear to go far enough 
to satisfy the wishes of the public. But 
yet it formed an additional arrangement 
to those already existing, which he hoped 
would operate to diminish the evils com 
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plained. of, as to the number of passengers, 
particularly outside, upon stage coaches, 
and the general conduct of the drivers and 
guards of such vehicles) The hon. bart. 
added, that this bill was only meant'to be 
temporary, and that he would, very early 
in the next session, call the attention of 


the house to this subject, in order that en-| be 


deavours should be made to establish a 
more eligible system. : 

The house having 
resolved itself into a committee upon the 
Consolidated Fund bill, Mr. Vansittart 
moved a clause of appropriation. * 

Lord Folkestone observed upon that part 
of the account in which it appeared that 
41,010/. 6s. had been wom for the discharge 
of Mr. Pitt’s debts, although the words of 
the address voted by the house upon this 
subject contained these precise words, * a 
sum, not exceeding 40,000/.” | 
-.Mr. Vansittart remarked upon the insig- 
nificant amount of the difference alluded to 
by the noble lord, and stated, that this dif- 
ference might be considered the result of 
the order, that no deductior for fees should 
be made upon'the sum originally granted, 

Lord Folkestone said, that to overlook 
such a difference would be to establish a 
precedent, tending to justify the minister 
im exceeding the grant of that house, in ap- 
plying a sum of the public money beyond 
that which parliament or that house might 
authorize. The noble lord also noticed 
some incorrectness in casting up the ac- 
counts upon which this bil! was founded, 

. Mr. Vansittart referred the noble lord to 
the journals, in which he would find asimi- 
lar difference to that cf which he now com- 
plained, and that in the case of the illus- 
trious Chatham ; which difference was af- 
terwards sanctioned by the house of com- 
' mons.—The resolutions were then agreed 
to, and the report was ordered to be 
brought up to-morrow. 
[Barrack Mr. Rodson rose, 
pursuant to notice, to call the attention 
ef the house to the accounts on the table, 
with respect to the expenditure of the 
— money in the barrack department. 
In times like the present, when the national 
expenditure was no less than one million 
and a half weekly; when the national bur- 
thens were rapidly increasing, and likely to 
jncrease still farther, he did not think it ne- 


cessary to make any apology to the house 


for attem»ting to occupy its attention upon 
‘the subject of the flagrant abuses, which, 


he had no doubt of being able to shew, ex- 
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isted in the department to which bis mo~ 
tion would’ refer. It was now nearly two 
months since he had felt it his duty to men-: 
tion this subject in the house; but, at that 
time,-he was byno means so well acquaint- 
ed with the mal-practices which prevailed: 
for these ten years back, as. he had since 
become. 
the statement he before made was even be~ 
low the fact. The house would recoliect, 
that, when he brought the business fors 
ward, many gentlemen seemed to doubt 
the correctness of his. information; and 
that, in consequence of such doubt, he re~ 
ceived a check that. was calculated to dis- 
courage the prosecution of his object; but 
no such check should ever avail to restrain 
him from the performance’ of his duty, or 
damp his feelings in the pursuit of the pub- 
lic good. However, notwithstanding this 
check, it turned out immediately afterwards, 
that the rectitude of his pursuit was recog 
nised even by those from whom the check 
proceeded. For the noble lord (H. Petty); 
whom he now saw in his place, but-a few 
days afierwards brought forward precisely 
the same motions, which, when proposed 
by him, were rejected. But, at the time’ 
of that rejection, he was fully persuaded, 
that the noble lord was not at all aware of 
the enormous abuses that were going ons 
and, it was but justice to that noble lord to, 
say, that he immediately afterwards ap 
plied himself to a diligent investigation of 
the subject ; and the result of investi< 
gation was, that the noble lord fuund the 
case much worse than it had been-described 
by him; in consequence of which discoves 
ry, the noble lord took the course already 
alluded to, and did him the honour of cos 
pying his motions. Now, it turned out, 
that the rent of the barns which he’ before 
referred to, and which were hired for the 
use of the soldiery in the Isle of Wight, 
were some time since reduced to one half 
of that for which they were originally let} 
yet such was their value, that he could ass 
sure the house, that were a farther reduc 
tion of one half their present rent to take 
place, as it must; there would still be paid 
for them even double more than they were 
worth. But he had to state, that a great 
many more buildings, of a similar descrip- 
tion, let on similar terms, had undergoné 
no reduction whatever. If the house 
would turn their attention to this matter, 
they would meet, in every step of their en- 


| quiry, circumstances equally calculated to 


excite their surprise and.indignation. Gen- 


He was now fully satisfied; that’ 
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tlemen would hardly believe that the sum{hire, has been paid to the proprietor 
of 200/,. a year had been paid for shells} of the building; 11th, The time when any 
of barns in the Isle of Wight. In referring| alteration (if any) in the rent or hire of 
to this part, hé took merely a:single speck | the building was made; 12th, The weekly 
of the barrack accounts; for, in order to} rent or hire of the buildimy, subsequent to 
avoid confusion, he did not mean, at pre-|such alteration; 13th, The yearly rent or 
sent; to extend: his investigation to the| hire of the building, subsequent to such 
whole of the barrack accounts, which were| alteration; 14th, ‘The tiore when the 
confessedly the most confused in Europe, | building was given up, if not now occupied 
Therefore, he should confine himself, in| by government; 15th, ‘The account of the 
illustration of the cause of his motion, to} whole of the sums which have been expen- 
Sandown Bay barracks, respecting which, | ded in repairs upon the building: and the 
he was possessed. of the most satisfactory | said returus do exhibit ali the names and 
information. But yet the communications | deseriptions of the said buildings, folly wing 
he received were such as impressed himjone another in due chronological order, 
with the propriety of extending his motion} the building first taken by yuvernment 
to all temporary barracks; and, it would] standing first, and the building last iakem 
appear astonishing, to the public, that many | standing last.” 
of these batracks, although hired and paid} Lord H. Petty said, that when he first 
for by the week, were often actually unoc-| interfered in this business, in puttmg the — 
cupied for a considerable part of the year. | previous question on the hon. gent.’s mo. 
To expose such improvident conduct, such] tion, it was because he was convinced, thas 
scandalous waste of the public money, and| very considerable abuses prevailed im the 
to prevent its:continuance, was the object | barrack department; and the only objec» 
of the motion which he should have the} tion he then had to the notion of the hom, 
honour of submitting to the house. The|member was, that a military beard was 
hon. gent. concluded, with moving—“ That | now sitting, espectally appointed by parlias 
‘there be laid before this house, a return of} ment, for making an enquiry into this very 
all the buildings, of every description,|department. From this conmnitiee, a ree 
rented or hired by government, and used | port was expecied to be received, he bee 
as barracks or places for lodging, or con-|lieved, to-morrow; and were he im the | 
taining officers and soldiers of the army, or| place of the hon. gent., he should deter hig — 
of persons and horses attached to the ar-| motion till he had seen that report. If, 
my; that the said return do embrace every | however, the hon. gent. thought fit to pers 
building which has been so rented, or hired, | sist in his motion, he should certainty make 
and so used, in the whole of G. Britain, | no objection to it. , 
between the Ist day of Jan. 1793, andthe| The Secretary at War wished to know of 
24th of June, 1800: That the said return | the hon. gent. whether be meant to ground 
be exhibited in 15 columns, placed in the| any enquiry on the papers he bad moved 
order, and ‘containing the several heads| for? As he thought it not quite candid te 
here following, viz.—1st, The date of the | move for voluminous papers, in which the 
oe and of the month and day when each | characters of individuals were implicated, 
ilding respectively was taken; 2d, The| which papers went abroad, and those cha» 
county and parish in which the building is | racters became injured, without having any 
situate; 3d, The name or phrase describing | opportunity allowed of defending them- 
the building; 4th, The number of officers|selves; he thought, that as there was @ 
that are, or have been, generally quartered | board of commissioners now sitting, which 
or lodged in the-building ; 5th, The num-| was expressly appoited by parliament, 
ber of non-commissioned officers and men, | for investigating the accounts of the bar+ 
and of horses, that are or have been gene-|rack department, the house should not 
rally quartered or lodged in the build-} suffer any other enquiry to be entered upon, 
ing; 6th, The name of the proprietor | till that commission was elosed, without re- 
of the building; 7th, The name and rank | pealing the act by which it was constituted. ~ 
of the officer or person by whom the build-}| Mr. Robson said, the mght hon. gents 
ing was taken on the part of government; | who just sat down, must surely have for. 
8th, The weekly rent or hire.of the build-| gotten what passed about $ weeks ago, 
ing; 9th, The yearly rent or hire of the| when he was asked by that right hon. gent, 
building; 10th, The name and rank of] himsei/, whether he meant to go on with 
the’ oflicer or person; or officers or per-| the barrack enquiry? He said, he thought 
sons ‘through whose hands the rent, or|jthe business had been taken out of his 
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_ hands by the right hon. the chancellor of 
the exchequer; but if he did not pursue it, 
he (Mr. Robson) would make a motion on 
the subject. The right hon. secretary wished 
him to name the day, as he meant to move 
for other papers, that would throw more light 
onthe subject. Thus bad he been goaded to 
come forward with the business, and now 
he had done so, he was told he ctight to 
wait for the report of the commissioners. 
These commissioners had now been sitting 

_ 33 months, and, in all that time, had only 
produced one report, which might, with 
ease, have been made in 3 weeks; for it 
was only an account of the one per cent. 
which had been overcharged by gen. De 
Lancey, from his first appointment to the 
office of barrack-master-general. A Mr. 
Standbank had said, that it might be 3 years 
before this commission was closed; and yet 
he was told, he was to wait for the report 
of commissioners who had only made one 
report in 13 months, respecting one office, 
and they had five offices to enquire into, 
He looked upon such commissioners to be 
more maskers of enquiry, than unfolders 
of it. Those abuses, he well knew, were 

at this moment going on to as great an ex- 
tent as ever; and as these commissioners 
were so slow in their motions, he was detcr- 
mined he would not forego his privilege of 
a@ member of parliament, of pushing for- 
award.’an enquiry as speedily as possible. 
Phe house would recollect what good had 
been produced by the naval enquiry. He 
proposed to enquire into the state of the 
canteens, and asserted, that the rent of the 
canteens would pay the expenses of the 
barracks. He should then be glad to 
know what had become, or been done 
with all the money that had been received 

' from canteens; on which subject he wished 
to fish for some information. 

\. Mr. Martin said, he wished to see an en- 
quiry instituted in that house, rather than 
by commissioners; because the latter, from 
‘the slow progress they made, seemed to 
Jook on the people of England as able to 
bear peculation, in the same way as cooks did 
the skinning of eels; because they were so 


4A» well.used to it, they felt nothing from it. 
«> - The Seeretary at War wished to know 


what farther measure the hon. gent. meant 
{0 ground on his present motion. 

«1 Mr. Paull then made some observations 
with regard to a Mr. Atkins, the late bar- 
rack-master, who had been diswissed. He 
stated him to have been formerly an ho- 


' pourable character, and recommended by 
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Sir RK. Abercromby to the situation which, 


he held.’ It was not found out that he wag 
a pilferer, till he had discovered certain pe- 
culations of others, and had given infor. 
mation of them to the war-office. ‘Tilf 
then he was never found out to be dishonest, 
Sums had been given by way of rent that 
were’ perfectly incredible; and in conse- 
quence of his information, they were redu- 
ced from 1100/, to 500/. He had been 
iold, also, that these barracks were first: 
furnished by government, and then imme. 
diately gutted. When Atkins gave infor. 
mation of those abuses, he was immediately 
dismissed, without even being . confronted 
by his accusers, He concluded with cor- 
cially supporting the motion of the hon. 
gent., whom he was proud to call his friend, 

Mr. Canning observed, that it had been 
asserted for a fact, that this Atkins was 
dismissed on the affidavit of a man who had 
suffered by Atkins’ giving information of bis 
peculations. He had no reason to sup. 
pose that the dismissal was not right, but 
he could wish that the matter should be 
stated to the satisfaction of the house. 

The. Secretary at War denied that the 
barrack-master had been dismissed on. ac- 
count of any information he had given, but 
merely because there were inaccuracies in 
his accounts. 

Mr. Pauil considered it very extraordi- 
nary, that this man, who appeared now to 
be the most improper of all persons, should 
be so long continued in a situation of trust 
and confidence, that none but an honest 
man should be placed in. y 

Mr. Secretaty Windham said, that he 
knew nothing of this barrack-master when 
he was first appointed, and had only heard 
that he was an officer somewhat distressed, 
and that there was nothing then said against 
his character. It was not surprising that. 
the discovery should have been made in 
the manner it was; for the fact was, that. 
there was so little public spirit generally 
going, that it usually proceeded from the 
irritation of some private quarrel, that 
transactions of this sort came to light. 
He did not see how parliament could take 
the business into its own hands, ordo more. 
than generally recommend it to the com- 
missioners to enquire diligently into abuses 
of this nature, If these commissioners did 
not do their duty, other commissioners 
should be appointed; but he did not see 
how that house could. examine into every 


‘separate abuse that might be complained of, 


“Mr. Bastard thought it was the duty of 
the house to look diligently into abuses, 
when they were stated, and, as guardians of 
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the public purse, to be generally distrustful 
of them. He did not expect much good 
from one set of commissioners being ap- 
pointed. to supersede another. The. mili- 
tary commissioners had cost the nation the 
sum of 10,000/. for their labours’ the first 
rear. He thought the punishment of the 
individual, by’ removal from his office, 
would do more good, in the way of exam- 
ple, than ten commissions. Common fame 
reported, that there were most enormous 
abuses in the barrack department : that the 


nation was often charged for pulling down: 


stone buildings, convenient for lodging 


men, aS much money as was spent in. 


building wooden barracks in unwholesome 
situations. He thought the whole system 
ought to be examived accurately. 

‘The Secretary at War observed, that the 
dismissal of any barrack-master was only 
done upon the report of the barrack-master- 
general, 

Mr. Rebson then said, that he never 
thought the right bon. secretary at war ca- 
pable of. discharging Mr. Atkins upon any 
improper ground, for it was not in -his 
nature; nor.did he intend introducing the 
name of that gentleman into the debate, as 
his enquiries. had proceeded a great way 
‘before he ever heard of him. As it was 
thought right to ask him, what his objects 
-were in this motion? he would honestly 
vanswer, first, that he meant to save the 
-money of the public ; and, secondly, that he 
might save to the amount of 500,000/. a 
‘year in the barrack department only. At 
.present these accounts were scarcely set- 
Aled in the course of two years; and he saw 
no reason why they should not, like those 
of the board of works, be audited and 
passed quarterly ; and why they should not, 
In the.same manner as that board, have a 
comptroller and auditor to themselves. 
Another of his objects was, to make the 
rents of the canteens pay the rents af the 
darracks, for which they were amply suffi- 
cient, He said, it was now intimated to 
him, that a report from the commissioners 

-Might be expected to-morrow or the day 
_after; but though that might assist him, it 
_was not likely to embrace all his objects. 
-There was an unfpunded report abroad, 
-that out of the 658 members of that house, 
,there was not one who was careful, or capa- 
vble, to attend to the public accounts; but it 
_ was his intention to shew the contrary ; and 
- that it could be done by the bare knowledge 


_ of the four rules of arithmetic, It was not 


his, wish or intention to state, at this time, 
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aggravating things, but he would: mention 
a report, that the persons concerned: in 
this department, bad interest enough to 
have barracks made. in the-most unhealthy 
situations ;: and that,.in consequence of it, 
so great a mortality bad prevailed amongst 
the king’s troops and prisoners, that the in- 
habitants of the parishes would not suffer 
them to .be buried in the. church-yards, 
As to the present commission, he observed, 
that when it was appointed onthe 5th of 
January, instead of going back in search of 
old abuses, they should have immediately 
stopped those that were then existing, ‘Phe 
consequence would have been, that.a great 
expenditure would have been saved, and 
we should not now be‘paying 474d. a year 
for buildings not worth 1702. If the house 
chose to employ him in. ‘this enquiry,’ he 
would set about 1t to-morrow morning, and 
soou make them a report which would pro= 
duce an important saving of the public mo- 
ney. The hon. gent. then moved, ‘ ‘That 
there be laid’ before this house, a return of 
the canteens or houses, for vending. beer 
and liquors, whic have been set up at the 
several buildings, rented er hired by go- 
vernment, and used as barracks,,or places 
for lodging or containing officers and sol- 
diers of the army, or of persons attached 
to the army. ‘That the said return do in- 
clude every such canteen, in the whole of 
Great Britain, existing between the Ist of 
Jan. 1793, and the 24th of June, 1806. 
That the said return be exhibited in dis- 
tinct columns, placed in the order, and con- 
taining the several heads here following, 
viz.: 1st, The parish, place, or station, in 
alphabetical order; 2d, The date of the 
year, month, and day of letting each can- 
teen respectively; 3d, The name and rank 
of the person or persons who let. the 
canteen; 4th, The name of the person 
or persons who rent, or rented the can- 
teen; 5th, The weekly or annual rent 
of the canteen; Gth, The name and 
rank of the person or persons through 
whose hands the rent has been received, 
on the part of government; 7th, The 
name, or phrase, descriptive of the build- 
ing so let as a canteen; 8th, The number 
of non-commissioned officers and. men, 
generally quartered, or lodged in the 
several buildings used as. barracks, to 


which such, canteen is, or has been at. 


Mr. Pauil,seconded the motion; and 
was proceeding to remark upon some mise 
representation of what ke said before; when 
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' Mr. Windham reminded the house, that 


such a course was disorderly. 

’ The Speaker said, that it was certainly ir- 
regular, in seconding a motion, to go into 
the subject of a preceding one. 

Mr. Paull thought bimself entitled to 
explain a circumstance on which -he had 
been misrepresented. 

- The Speaker repeated, that he was pro- 
ceeding ina disorderly manner; and if he 
wished to correct a misrepresentation, the 
fit mode would be to take another occasion 
of doing 

The Secretary at War, supposing himself. 
to be alluded to, wished, that if the orders. 
of the house admitted it, the hon. gent. 
might be allowed to afford the explanation 
he wished for. 

Mr. Paull said, that if he was not allow- 
ed to explain, he must withdraw his second- 
ing the motion. He thought, that in se- 
conding a motion, he was entitled to give 
his reasons for doing so. 

Mr. Rose said, he never knew that the 
canteens were made private property, but 
were always-accounted for to government. 

Mr. Rodson replied, that though some 
of these canteens produced a rent of 1500/. 
‘@ year, very little of the money was ac- 
‘counted for to government. The brewers 
often gave money to the barrack«master, 
for permission to sell their beer in them, 
by which the public were defrauded in the 
revenue; and it was farther increased, by 
the sale of nothing but smuggled spirits in 
them, not only in the Isle of Wight, but 
- even in the county where the right hon. 
gent. (Mr. Rose) resided!—This motion 
as well as the former were agreed to. 
Mr. Robson next observed, that the sub- 
. ject of his next motion was of great im- 

ortance to the publicinterest, as he would, 
ir permitted, prove at their bar, that’ the 
rent of the canteens, and the sale of ma- 
nure alone, would, if properly accounted 
_ for, defray the whole of the rents paid for 
the barracks. Some parts of the informa- 
-tion which he had received, were almost 
too bad to mention to the house, Amongst 
the abuses in that department, he would 
‘state, that a Mrs. Parker, who, it seemed, 
~was a favoured friend of major Lewis, had 
‘hired a hoase of a tailor for 30/. a year, 
and through his interest let it for barracks 
at 70/.. When questioned on the subject, 
she said, As I ‘find every one robbing 

ernment, Ido not see why I may not 
“have a little in the scramble.” He then 
‘made a detailed motion relative to the 
3 i 
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dung, ashes, broken straw, &c. &c. solds 
which motion was ‘negatived. 
Orricers’ Brri.] Mr. Secres 
tary Windham ‘moved the third reading of 
the Militia Officers’ bill. + 
Mr. Perceval observed, that the reason 
why he had given notice, the pteceding 
day, of his intention to take the sense of 
the house on the third reading that day, 
was, with a view to have a fuller attends 
ance; the material objection to the bill, 
which he had before stated, was the lates” 


|ness of the period to which it was brought. 


Considering that the militia had till now been 
on thesame footing, as to pay, with the army; 
that most of the militia officers were now ab+ 
sent on other duties; that none of those 
who remained had voted ‘with ministers on 
this question, while several voted against 
them; and that two servants of the public, 
the one paymaster of the forces (lord 
Temple) and the other a person belonging 
to the ordnance, both officers of the militia, — 
had opposed the bill, he thought the house 
ought to pause before it assented ‘to it. 
He was sorry that he did not see those 
persons how present. But still he must 
give as much opposition to this impoliti¢ 
measure as he could. He had already 
stated the inexpediency of bringing forward — 
such a measure at this late period of the 
session. ‘The only argument which was 
urged for departing from the established 
system, was, the point of economy, which, 
in this instance, was quite paltry ; and set- 
ting the lateness of the period out of the. 
question, it was not such as to make it 
worth while, on this account, to run the 
risk of giving dissatisfaction to the militia 
officers. But when we were at war, and in 
possession of the services of these men, it 
was impolitic to give them dissatisfaction ; 
and we had it from the militia officers 
themselves, that this increase:would do so, 
not on account of being refused the addi« 
tional pay, but on account of the invidious 
distinction made between them and the 
line. He thought the objection of an hon, 
colonel (Bastard) very strong, when he sta- 
ted that injustice was done to the militia; 
for when they entered, they might, as the 
law stood, take it for granted, that they 
should always be kepton a footing with 
the line, and might, in justice, now claim 
their discharge. When the prize-money 
was taken from the seamen, it was said, 
they had no right upon this to claim. their » 
discharge, as-they had been pressed. He 
did not think that the engagements eves 
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with them should be. violated on that ac- 
count; but this, however, did not apply to 
the present case. He then went on to 
state, that he saw no reason why the seven- 

- pence 'a day given to the soldiers in the line 
who had served seven years, should not be 
extended to the milifia. At all events, it 
ought to be extended to the non-commis- 
sioned officers, who were on the same foot- 
ing as those in the line. He also objected 
to the bill, because it gave ministers ‘the 
power of doing as they pleased on this sub- 
ject, either to give or withhold pay at their 

_ option, and this was the reason why an ho- 
nourable colonel had said, that it put the 
militia more in the power of the crown. 
This measure totally altered the nature of 
the militia system, and was a breach of 
parliamentary faith. The right hon. gent. 
seemed, indeed, to admit this to a certain 
dégree. It wasa breach of faith, but a 
little one. He was somewhat like the lady 
who owned that she had had a natural child, 
but then it was a very little one. This 
measure ought, at least, to have been pro- 
posed in time of peace. He concluded by 
moving, that the word “ now” be left out, 
and that the words “ this day three months” 
be substituted. 


Lord Folkestone, though he supposed it 
would be a material objection to the gen- 
tlemen on’the other side, that he. was not 
a militia officer, must still assert his opi- 


nion on the subject. He maintained, that 
there was no’ reason whatever for any dis- 
satisfaction on the part of the militia offi- 
cers, for they suffered no injustice. 'The 
field-officers and captains were, by law, re- 
quired to have certain qualifications, which 
rendered this additional pay unnecessary. 
Besides, they could not reasonably expect 
to be put exactly on a footing with officers 
of the line, who gained rank through toils 
and dangers, while they immediately at- 
tained their rank, on account of their pro- 
perty.. The old mistaken principle had 
been departed from already; and, besides, 
it was a quite different service. He would, 
therefore, support the bill. 
- Mr. Secretary Windham said, he was not 
sorry that the gentlemen on the other side 
had taken an opportunity of renewing this 
discussion, as he felt convinced, that the 
more the subject was discussed, the more 
it'would be generally approved of. ‘The 
lateness of the session was, to be sure, an 
argument that told well in so thin a house ; 
but it should be recollected, that this was 
t a substantive argument, and there 
vil, 
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ought to be‘some other reason assigned for’ 
opposing any measure. If it were-con- 
tended, that there-was any great constitu- 
tional principle, which required that the’ 
two services should be exactly placed on’ 
the same footing, he must deny. that doc. 
trine. There were already distinctions be~ 
tween the services sufficiently marked. The’ 
regular officers had half-pay, when the mi- 
litia had not; and the militia officers were 
required to have qualifications, which the re- 
gulars had not.- The militia officers might, 
perhaps, have some reason to complain, if 
any regulation, extending benefits to every 
other branch of the service, were to be with- 
held from them. ‘That was not, however, 
the case in the present instance. A dis- 
tinction was also made between the infantry 
and the cavalry, and the distinction was 
founded on the same reason, merely that 
the latter description of officers did not 
stand so much in need of the addition, and 
that if an addition was to be made to the 
pay of those who were not in need of it, 
there must be a diminution to the allow- 
ances, which the liberality of the house was 
called upon to give to those officers who 
were in need of the addition. This was the 
principal reason for’ making’ exceptions, 
and the exceptions did not extend merely 
to militia field-officers, but to those of the 
cavalry and the guards, who certainly could 
not consider this distinction meant as 2 
slight tothem. As to the alleged breach 
of faith, it was the strangest’ thing he had 
ever heard asserted, that the legislature was 
so bound by any one of its own acts, that it 
would be a breach of faith even to alter it. - 
Would any person consider it a breach of 
faith to make an alteration in the mutiny 
law, even to make it more severe, if ne- 
cesary ? Would any body suppose, that it 
would be a breach: of faith to the army to 
alter the discipline of one part of it, and 
not of another ? As the militia was always 
to subsist in some shape or another, there- 
fore, on'those grounds it might be argued 
to the end of time, that it would be a 
breach of faith for the legislature to make 
any objections. - It would be a breach of 
faith to do it in time of peace as well as in 
time of war; and yet the hon. and learned 
member (Mr, Perceval) was himself the 
person to propose its being done in time of 
peace, and not in time of war. If, then, 
he considered that it was a great breach of 
faith in time-of war, and only a little one in 
time of peace, the story of the lady and her 
‘s little natural child”, was.only applicable 
4G 
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cussed in that house, without a full attend- 


to the argument of the hon, and learned 


-gent., and he might. have done better to 


have kept it to himself. The exceptions 
were not so much made upon the ground 
of economy, as on the ground of justice. 
It wus but justice to the regular officers to 
give what was absolutely necessary for 
them. If this increase was not considered 


so necessary to the militia, they should ra- } 


ther. consider it as an honourable distinc- 
tion, than any sort of ill treatment. 

_ Mr. C. Wynne. observed, that the prin- 
cipal argument on the other side of the 
house, that the militia officers were injured 
by the arrangement prescribed in this bill, 
was a total mistatement, and a complete 
inversion of the fact: for how could the mi- 


litia officers, who suffered. no diminution of 


pay, be injured. by a small increase of pay 
to the officers of the line? They, in fact, 
would sustain no injury whatever, and he 
was confident, would feel none, notwith- 
standing the arguments of gentlemen, who 
assumed to advocate their cause; but 
whose arguments reminded him of a peti- 
tion of the celebrated lord Chesterfield to 
his majesty for.a pension, professing, ‘“ that 
it was purely for the honour of it, and not 
for any pecuniary consideration.” —The 
question being now loudly called for, on 
the third reading of the bill, the house di- 
vided ; Ayes, 35; Noes 24; Majority for 
the bill, 11. vit i 

Bupcer.] Lord Morpeth rose 
and moved to postpone, till Friday, the 
further consideration of the India Budget. 
» Mr, Robson felt it: his duty to call the 
attention of the house to this most impor- 
tant subject ; and to express his astonish- 
nent, that affairs of such vital importance 


to. this country, as those of India, were to 


be discussed in such. thin houses as this bu- 
siness had hitherto been.. Whether the In- 
dia Company were to be continued by a 
renewal. of their charter, or not, their af- 
fairs ought not to be treated with so much 
levity, with.so thin an attendance of mems 
bers, and, more especially, without the at- 
tendance of his majesty’s ministers, Their 
affairs, ashe was taught to understand, were 
in a. most. embarrassed and deplorable situa- 
tion, almcst, indeed, upon the brink of ruin, 
Jt was declared in thet house, that, a loan, 
to an inconceivable amount, would.be re- 
quisite to support them ; but, whether this 
was to be a loan of 7 millions, or 17 mil- 
lions, of what.not, he thought the subject 
‘was one of too much importance to be dis- 
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ance of members; and, by the blessing of, 
God, as he never would leave it in the. 
power of his majesty’s ministers to say he 
did not attend, he would make a point. of 
taking some measure to stop the proceedings, 
in every stage, unless there was a fuller ate. 
tendance, and, more especially, of his ma- 
_ Lord Morpeth wished to know, upon what 
authority the hon. gent, stated, that.a loan 
would be wanted for the India Company? 
He certainly had made no such statement, 
in bringing forward the Company’s affairs; 
‘nor did he hear any such thing mentioned 
by any of his majesty’s ministers in that 
Mr. Grant also disclaimed, on the part 


He knew nothing of any loan proposed or 
‘desired by the Company : they stood not 
‘in need of such assistance; nor did.he 
‘hear any thing of any such, proposition, 
|with which their authority or wishes were 
connected ; a noble lord, indeed, near him 
(Castlere 
night, had thrown out a suggestion, that a 


the accommodation of the Company. ;, but 
this was a mere suggestion in the course of 
a speech, wholly unauthorised by the Com- 
pany... 

ty Mr Pau/l defended, the conduct, and 
approved. the determination, expressed. by 
his hon. friend (Mr. Robson) ; , and hoped, 
he would persist in his endeavours to obs 
tain a full attendance of members upon 
every discussion on India affairs; for, not 
withstanding the declaration just made hy 
the. hon. ex-director, it certainly had, gone 
forth, that the Company’s afiairs were.in a 
desperate situation. . It had heen said, not 
by himself, but by a worthy alderman op- 
posite to him (Prinsep), that they were.in 
a state of bankruptcy ; and, although the 
noble.Jord’s, suggestion of a loan, in bis 
speech, the preceding night, might not be 
admitted by the hon. ex-director, as an of 
ficial authority upon the point, yet his hon, 
friend had a. right to consider such,a de- 
claration, coming from the noble lord, as 
good: authority upon. a, subject, uamely, 
the situation of the Company’s affairs, in 
which the noble Jord’s own character and 
safety were so deeply interested,: for it 
was, no. secret, that the noble lord's. con- 
duct in;those aflairs was likely. to become 


the.ground of very serious charges from.an 


of the Company, the representation of their — 
affairs made by the hon. gent., and which — 
he could not suffer to pass uncontradicted, — 


n), in his speech, the preceding . | 


loan of 5 millions might be desirable for | 


| 
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_ the order of the day for the 3d reading of 


- founded, and to which we were indebted 


_ mess as a nation. 


_ ple of our. navigation laws must be de- 


filled an extensive space in the public eye, 
~The question being put, was agreed to, 
and the house adjourned. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Thursday, July 17- 


[Amertéan Intercourse On 


this bill, 

Lord Hawkesbury rose. His lordship de- 

precated any departure from those princi- 
on which our navigation laws were 


for our maritime superiority, and our great- 
He did not mean to 
contend that there might not be cases in 
which, from necessity, the general princi- 


parted from; but the present was not such 
a case; and, if an investigation was al- 
lowed to take place, he pledged himself to 
bring forward merchants of the highest re- 
spectability, who would declare, that such 
@ measure as the present was wholly un- 
necessary. He objected, that this bill was 
brought forward, and all investigation re- 
fused,. He thought also, that the measure 
was rendered worse, by enacting it for an 
indefinite period ; it would be, in his mind, 
much better, to limit the period of its du- 
ration to the Ist of July, 1807, as, in the 
mean time, an investigation of this import- 
ant subject might take place, and parlia- 
ment become acquainted with the real state 
of the question. 
- Lord Holland contended that nothing 
more was meant by this bill than to vest 
that power in the privy-council, which had 
heretofore been exercised, contrary to law, 
by the governors of our West-India islands, 
That the power of allowing our West-India 
islands to be supplied from America, should 
be lodged somewhere, was demonstrable 
from the fatal effects which a contrary po- 
licy, that of restricting our colonies to a 
supply from this country had produced in 
‘those islands, when resorted to soon after 
the termination of the American war. 
This power, he contended, could no where 
be better lodged than in the hands of his 
majesty’s privy-council, who were respon- 
sible for the exercise of it, and who. were 
more likely to be influenced bere by Bri. 
tish interests, than the governors in the 
West — who, from their situation, were 
‘necessarily sabject to be operated upo 

local influence, He was 
‘opposition this measure met with in all its 
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sanctioned the governors in the West 
Indies, in continually violating the law 
from necessity, for the purpose of ad- 
mitting a supply into the West Indies from 
America, and who thought this of so little 
consequence, that they neglected, for three 
or four years, to pass any bill of indemnity. 

Lord Eldon maintained, that there was 2 
material difference between indemnifying 
the governors in the West Indies for those 
acts, and passing an act of parliament te 
legalize the principle. The great object of 
our navigation laws, was to preserve our 
maritime superiority, and they should not © 
lightly be departed from, as it should be 
remembered that when our shipping and 
mariners were decreased, those of other 
nations would be increased; and that if, 
in the event of a peace,. there was not em- 
ployment in our mercantile shipping for the 
uumerous seamen who would be discharged, 
many of them might enter into foreign 
service. : 

Earl Spencer defended the bill, which, he 
contended, had nothing to do with the general 
principles urged on the other side, it being 
only to give a power to the privy-council, 
to allow the importation of certain articles 
from America to our West-India islands, iu 
case of necessity ; and, in order to prevent 
any ill effects arising from the precarious 
nature of a supply, restricted wholly to 
this country. It did not, however, pre- 
vent supplies from being sent from hence 
in British shipping. 

Lord Hawkesbury moved an amendment 
to limit the duration of the bill to the Ist 
of July, 1807. 

The Earl of Lauderdale thought the a- 
mendment extremely inconsistent with the 
arguments urged on the other side. After 
some further observations from lord Eldoa 
and lord Holland, the amendment was ne- 
gatived, and the bill read a 3d time, and 
passed. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS.» 

Friday, July 18. 

[Bannack Asuses.}] - The Secretary at 
War rose to move for some papers in the 
barrack department, in order to disprove 
the assertions made by an hon. member 
(Mr. Robson) the evening before last, 
He accordingly moved for an account 
of the disposal of the sums received by the 
barrack-master-general forreut of canteens, 
at the severaltemporary barracks, and also 
for manure solid therefrom since 1793. 

Mr, Robsom thought it most extraerdi- 
nary, that it bappened-of late, that the 
papers which his majesty’s ministers oppo- 
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sed and refused,. when. called for by his 
motions, should, in an evening or two af- 
ter, be moved for by \themselves. He 
had another motion to bring forward: on 
this subject on Monday, preparatory to 
which it was his wish, with the indulgence 
of the house, that the report of the com- 
mittee of military enquiry, laid this night 
upon the table, and ordered to be printed, 
might be allowed to lie upon.the table for 
another day, that he might have an oppor- 
tunity of perusing it. If not, he must 
bring forward.his motion in the best way 
he-could without it. If the report was 
sent to the printer’s, it was of such vo- 
luminous extent, that it could not be finish- 
ed before the house would break up, and 
would not, of course, be seen by the 
members until the next session. But his 
object was to put as speedy a stop as pos- 
sible to the system of peculation still going 
on, iustead of suffering it to, proceed, and 
turning to retrospective considerations in 
the firstinstance. 

‘The Speaker informed the hon. gent. 
that the report had been ordered to be 
printed, and it was not customary, when 
such an order was made, to interpose any 
delay, without a special order of the 
house. 

Lord H. Petty hoped the hon. member 
would have no objection to signify the na- 
ture and object of his motion for Mouday. 
. Mr. Robson answered, that, as he never 
wished to bring forward any matter of this 
nature without being grounded on state- 
ments made to him upon affidavit, he was 
not yet prepared to explain particulars. 
His object, however, was to detect and ex- 
pose a-system of the most flagitious pe- 
culation, still going on in the barrack de- 
partment. . 

The Secretary at War laid on the table 
some copies of aflidavits produced at the 
war-oflice, in vindication of the conduct 
of Mr. Atkins, late barrack-master of Sane 
down, in the Isle of Wight, pursuant to an 
order made on Mr. Robson’s motion on 
Wednesday. 


Mr. Paull hoped those papers would be 


printed for the perusal of the members, in 
order te vindicate the conduct and the ho- 
nour of a much-injured gentleman, of 


_whom though he knew nothing personally, 


yet he knew his character; that he was a 
gallant officer, and had served, with high 
distinction, in the West Indies last war; 
that he had received his appointment as’ 
barrack-master:at.the Isle of Wight, .in 
Consequence of a.very high recommenda- 
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[tien of his character and ‘services. to: his 

right hon. friend (Mr.: Windham); that-he 
had conducted himself without the slight- 
est blemish to his, conduct or character in 
that department, -until he had disclosed to 
the head of it the peculations he had dis-: 
covered, and solicited to. be removed 
from Sandown. to some other place, when 
he would make still more ample disclosures . 
of delinquencies which came to his knows 
ledge; then, and not before; charges were 
made. against him by the party who had 
been injured in consequence of the disco. 
very he had made; and he was dismissed 
without any opportunity being allowed him 
for bis vindication, without being heard in 
his defence, or confronted with his accusers, 
as he had intreated. [Here Mr. Paull 
read a copy of a letter from Mr. Atkins to 
the secretary at war, acknowledging the 
réceipt of his letter of dismissal, expressing 
his astonishment, and requesting to be con=) 
fronted with his accusers; and the secres - 

tary’s answer, declining that proceeding, 
and alleging it not to be the usage of the 
olfice.] Mr. Paull added, if this gentle- 
man was to be dismissed for only making a 
disclosure which he conceived to be his 
duty; if others were not also dismissed 
upov the same ground, it must be consi- 
dered a severe hardship and injustice in. 


a family of six children, and to whom he 
thought some reparation ought tobe made, 
The Secretary at War answered, that it — 
was to the barrack-master-general, andnot 
to him, that Mr. Atkins ought to. have ap- 
pealed; and that the papers produced 
would contradict almost every word which 
had been alleged by the hon. gentleman. ‘ 
Mr. Robson thought it extremely severe 
and unjust to have punished Mr. Atkins 
upon the affidavit which was alleged as; the. 
ground of his dismissal, without hearing 
him in his defence, and- when there were 
three other affidavits in direct contradiction | 
to that upon which he was dismissed.—The 
papers were ordered to be printed. 
[FinancraL Propositions.] Mr. Johne 
stone moved the order of the day for re- 
suming the debate upon the subject of his 
Financial Propositions; which order being 
read, the hon. gent. observed, that the re-~ 
solutions which he had to move upon this 
subject differed so little from the state of 
the public debt, as laid down by the noble 
chancellor of the exchequer, and agreed so 
closely with his statements in all the general 
results, that it was-hardly: worth troubling 


the Bouse: by going into a miuute detail on 


flicted upon an unfortunate gentleman with © 
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the subject. There were, however, one or 
two points which called. for observation. On 
the commencement. of the present. war, a 
hope had been pretty strongly stated on 
the other side of the house, by a right hon. 
gent., that the war might be carried on 
without. any new increase of the public 
debt; and yet it. now appeared, that, not- 
withstanding the ample. increase of revenue 
which had been voted as war-taxes, and 
the new heavy burthens imposed. upon the 
country, the public debt had been increased 
70 millions within the last four years, al- 
though the product of the war-taxes, within 
that time, had.exceeded their estimates by 
two millions. He did not wish to expatiate 
farther upon this subject now, in the ab- 
sence of the right hon. gent. (Mr. Vansit- 
tart), who had held out to the house and to 
the. country this flattering hope, which he 
{Mr. J.) foresaw at the time was not likely 
to be verified. Another subject for obser- 
vation was, that, notwithstanding the pro- 
ductive success of the war taxes, and the 
very advantageous loans that had been 
made since the commencement of the pre- 
sent war, yet, comparing the four years of 
the present war with the last four years of 
the preceding, it would appear, that the 
loans made in both were very nearly equal ; 
for in the former, the sum borrowed in 
four years was 69 millions, and in the latter, 
67 millions, while the quantity of stock at 
market remained still pretty much the 
same.—The hon, gent. then proceeded to 
move his resolutions, which will be found 
-in p. 1126. j 

«. Lord H, Petty felt it unnecessary to say 
any thing on the subject of the general re- 
solutions of the hon. gent., as they so nearly 
accorded with the statement he had himself 
made; and, with respect to the accumula- 
tion of the public debt, in consequence of 
the exceedings of the war expenses beyond 
what was originally conjectured, be had only 
to say, that it must have been impossible to 
state more than mere conjecture, as to what 
might be the probable expences of a war, in 
the outset of which the possible chances and 
events, and, consequently, the true expense 
at which it must be impossible for human 
foresight to calculate, upon any. scale of ac- 
curacy: added to this, however accurate 
such.calculations might be, they must be 
founded upon the. rate of things as they 
Stood at: the time;, but, every one must 
know, the extraordinary, and, unex- 
pected. rise. upon every necessary. of life, 
aud: almost every article of supply, since 
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that time, and the.total change of charactet, 
the war had assumed, especially in the late 
unfortunate campaign, upon. the continent, 
expenses. had accrued.to an extent which 
it was equally impossible, in the outset, 
for human wisdom to foresee, or to avoid, 
Dr. Laurence made a few observations 
to the same effect ; and said, the objections 
of the hon, gent. would be best answered. 
by the reply quoted in a classic. author, 
upon a similar occasion, ‘* that war was @ 
devouring animal, and would be restrained 
by no prescribed regimen.”—The first six. 
resolutions were then agreed to, ‘and the 
debate on the Resolution respecting the 
Unfunded Debt was adjourned to Monday. 
[Inpra BupGet.] On. the-motion of’ 
lord Morpeth, the house, in a committee, 
resumed the debate on the: India Budget. . 
Mr. T. Jones asked, if there had been an 
adjustment of the sum of 2,672,440/. thus 
described, and in a paper moved for by. 
him in 1801: “ By what due from govern- 
ment for stores and supplies for his ma- 
jesty’s troops, &c. &c.” 7 
Lord Morpeth replied, that this account, _ 
blended with another, amounting to nearly 
4 millions, was ina way of settlement, and 
some part of it had been allowed. .__- 
Mr. 7. Jones then asked, how much of 
the 500,000/. per annum, as settled by the 
charter bill of 1793, had been paid by the 
Company. to the public. 
Dr. Laurence spoke to order. He thought 
it contrary to the rules of the house, that, 
when the question for their determination 
was only respecting a single year, any 
member should think himself.at liberty to 
ask all manner of questions. When the de- 
bate was disposed of, he certainly might 
find opportunities enough of asking, the 
noble lord any questions he might think 
reper. 
Mr. Hobhouse (the chairman of the com- 
mittee) considered. that it was the custom 
upon India budgets, for the member who 
brought them forward, to take a very wide 
range into the general situation of the 
affairs of India, preparatory to moving 
his first resolution; and that, therefore, 
it was allowed to other.members, to take 
a considerable. latitude in speaking upon 
that question. . As to the right of asking 
questions, he believed the rule was. this: 
every member had aright to put questions; 
but. the person to, whom they were put, 
might answer them, or not, as he thought 
proper. 
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doctor wished to make a speech upon the 
subject’ himself, he should sit down with 
pleasure, He was prepared to meet him on 
every point which he had stated; and, as 
the learned doctor wasso famous for brevity, 
the house would, no doubt, be very much 
delighted with hearing him. If this was 
hot the proper time to put his questions, 
he should take another opportunity. 


_ + Dr. Laurence said, he might take what- 


ever opportunity he pleased ; and he need 
not expect that he would meet him on 
any of his points. 

Mr. Paull said, that having, last February, 
found himself under the necessity, from a 
paramount sense of duty, of calling the at- 
tention of the house and the public, to the 
state of the Finances of India; and, as ‘his 
sentiments, on that important topic, were 
thow before the house, in the form of a spe- 


' eific charge, he would forbear, on the pre- 
gent’ occasion, from entering fully into 


the subject ; though the hon. general (sir 
A. Wellesley), and the noble lord (Castle- 
reagh), had given ample room for discus- 
sion, by statements the most fallacious ever 
produced to any reasoning assembly ; but, 
said the hon. gent., to refute such state- 
ments is ‘the less necessary, as the noble 
ord, who brought forward the -business, 
had done ample justice to his (Mr. Paull’s) 
sentiments, and had confirmed every as- 


-sertion he had ever made on the melan- 


choly state of India, rendered still more 
melancholy and desperate, by the immense 
sums shortly to be provided for in that un- 
happy country—The hon. gent. paid the 
noble lord (Morpeth): some well-merited 
compliments, for the honest, honourable, 
and fair manner, in which he had brought 
forward the Budget: he had scorned de- 
ception ; and his candour was as conspicu- 
ous as his talents were acknowledged. The 
‘noble lord had given the only fair state- 
tment that had been exhibited of the Fi- 
narices of India for upwards of 20 years; 


and, for the whole of his conduct, he me-| 
_ tited the thanks of every man in the king- 


dom. The noble lord had looked the pro-| 
spect, dark-and gloomy as it was, boldly and/ 
fairly in the face ; and had ‘scorned to de- 
tude the house with promises that were ne-' 
wer to be fulfilled, and prospects of ne 
sperity that never were to be realized. But, 
said Mr. Paull, the noble lord has still, 
most’ unintentionally, omitted some most 
important items. bis owt shewing, in- 

luding the defalcations in the ceded pro-| 
és, the actual: deficit, even | 


Budget. 


guine estimates, excéeds 3 millions sterf,,’ 
the deficit, in the course of the next year, 
1807, canuot be Jess; and, added to 
these two sums, making 6 millions, the — 
decennial loan, amounting to 32 millions; 
and two other loans, contracted for two . 
years, at 10 and 12 per cent., and amount-. 
ing to nearly a million, all become pay- 
able in 1808 ; so that, in that year; even . 
taking the most favourable circumstances 
into account, the debt-will be increased 
nearly 9 millions,’and that in the 16th 
year of the Company’s charter; and where 
is the man sanguine enough to say, that 
we shall then be on the peace establish- 
ment? But the fact is, we can have no peace 
establishment ; from Cape Comorin, to be- 
yond the walls of Delhi, our troops must 
be kept up, and scattered, to keep our syb- 
jects in awe, even if we have no enemy to 
contend with. An hon. gent. (Mr. John- 
stone) has indulged himself, lately, in ma- 
king frequent attacks on his majesty’s mi- 
nisters, for the removal of sir G. Barlow, 
Would that, instead, he had turned his at. | 
tention to the state of the Finances of In- 
dia, which no man knew better than he did; 
and had fairly and candidly admitted, that 
to measures acquiesced im by sir G. Bar- 
low, for 8 years criminally acquiesced in, 
was to be attributed the present deplorable 
state of the East-India Company! As to 
the removal of sir G. Barlow, the hon. 
gent. can hardly be serious in his loud 
complaints on that subject ; no man, either 
in India or-in Europe, ever looked to sit 
G. Barlow’s being permanent: governors 
general. The hon. gent. himself never 
could have imagined it even probable, that 
sir George would be allowed to continue ;! 
for he must know, that sir George, though 
an excellent revenue officer, had none of the 
qualities to fit him for governor-general ; 
and that, to insure the respect of the foreign 
courts, a nobleman from England was in- | 
dispensible for the good government of In- 
dia. The-hon, gent. had indulged im these 
attacks, from his hostility to ministers; 
and had neglected ever looking into the 
accounts which, perhaps wisely, he had not — 
even touched upon, although the only sub- 
ject regularly before the house.—This, 
Mr. Paull said, he the more deplored, as - 


man in England understood the real 


Situation of the Company better thar: the 


hon. gent. ‘Mr; Paull concluded with again 
sincerely thanking the noble lord (Mor- . 
peth) for his clear, able, honest, and can» 
did statement; and was sure, his lordship 


‘would feel that, by the line he, bad.adopted, 
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he had justly raised himself in the opinion 


gf every honest man in the kingdom. . 


_. Mr, 7. Jones hoped, that he should not 
be thought pertinacious; but he trusted, 
he should be allowed to make a few obser- 
vations, as he stood pledged, in some de- 
gree, to the house,.on this subject. He had, 
in 1801, stated, that the debt.of the Com- 
pany was 20 millions. This had now clearly 
‘turned out to be the fact. He had then 
met with a great deal of opprobrium, and 
was.asked to-have patience. He had had 
patience; and the result was, that the Com- 
pany, as had been stated by an hon. Alder- 
man (Prinsep), was on the eve of bank- 


- yuptcy; and that their debt was nearer 40 


millions than 30. He was, therefore, fully 
justified in what he had said ; and the per- 
sons at the India board, whether they were 
called comptrollers or any thing else, would 
soon, it appeared, be only the assignees of 
bankrupts. 

.. Mr. Johnstone said, that there was. no 
danger of a bankruptcy. He would not 
enter upon the particulars of the accounts, 
however, as it was painful to him to look at 
the situation of the Company. But that 
situation was still not so gloomy as had 
been. represented by the hon. gent. As to 
the-loans, he hoped the persons who held 
them would renew their engagements. But 
he deprecated the transferring them to this 


_ country; and warned the directors, not. to 


ask such a thing of parliament, for the mi- 
nister of the day would be strongly tempted 
to. grasp at.a share of the patronage, which 


-would be dangerous to the liberties of this 


country. He begged the house to con- 
sider, what would be the consequence of a 
patronage over 3,000,000/. sterling, in ad- 
dition, to what was already possessed by 


the government. Any inconvenience of 


trade was better than that the minister 
should acquire such an extraordinary pow- 


er. - He meant this as no particular reflec- 


tion, but mentioned it as applying to any 
minister. As to the-case of sir G. Bar- 


low, his. opiaion was unaltered, Even 


though what the hon, gent. (Mr. Paull) 
had said should be correct, still bis obser- 
yations were proper, Ministers had gra- 
tuitously appointed him, on the 26th of 
February, and removed him 14 days af- 
ter. Now, why was he appointed at all, 
if it was in contemplation to remove him 
s0;soon? All the powers of governor- 
general would have remained with him, by 
devolution, till the appointment of a suc- 
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cessor, except the power of exercising the 
highest functions of the office without the 
consent of the council—a power so extra- 
ordinary, that it had never been exercised, 
The charge, therefore, remained in full 
orce. 
Sir A. Wellesley considered the hon. 
member (Mr. Paull) was completely wrong, 
in supposing, that so large asum.as 10 mil- 
lions was to be due iw 1807. He shewed, 
from a variety, of, calculations, that the 
greater part of this sum. would not be due 
until the years 1809 aud 1810, If there 
was a large floating debt at the end of the 
war, there were, also, floating securities in 
the hands of the Company, which balanced 
it; He denied, that the loans.in India had 
been contracted for on such:unfavourable 
terms as the hon..gent. had represented, . 
Mr. Paull said, that the reason that the 
loan appeared. to.be contracted on better 
terms in India than it really. was, was, be- 
cause above two-thirds of it was contracted 
at Lucknow and Benares, where the value of 
the rupee was considerably less than the 
Calcutta rupee. The interest of the debt 
being paid in Calcutta rupees, and the prin- 
cipal contracted in the rupees of Lucknow 
and Benares, it made the real interest from 
12 to 14 per cent,, instead of 8... He cone 
tended, that the Company actually. owed 
6 millions. to the country, on account of 
the 12 years arrears of the. half million an- 
nually ; for which consideration: their char- 
ter. was renewed. India had, ever since, 
been a drain to this country, both in men 
and money; and.not a single advantage 
had been derived from the possession, He 
was sure that, at the time the: charter. was 
last renewed, no one had the most. distant 
idea, that it would ever be renewed again, 
except on terms much inore advantageous ; 
but, if they could not pay half a million, 
they could not pay more, and Great Bri- 
tain would be the only country prohibited 
from trading to India, and this without any 
sort of consideration... 
Mr. Grant, in general, vindicated the 
accounts which he had brought forward on 
the second night, see p- 1153. With 
to the amount of the Indian Debt, he con- 
tinued of opinion, that considerable arrears 
of the expences of the two wars, in which 
we had recently been engaged, remained 
still to be brought to account, The expe- 
rience of former wars, carried on upon @ 
less extensive scale, justified this opinion ; 
and he was, upon the whole, persuaded, that 
it was reasonable to estimate the Debt, on 
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thé 30th of April, 1806, at 30 millions éter- 
ling, after allowitig for the purchases made 
the Sinking Fund. As to the’ Sinking 
‘und, admitted it to have’ aided in 
improving the credit of the Company’s pa- 
r; but maintained, still, that the estab- 
‘of that scheme; éonstituted as the 
fund was, circumstan¢ed os were the affairs 
Company, and pledged-as ‘the Conr- 
‘were, to’ apply every valuable ‘sur- 

jlus Of their revenues’ to’ the ‘discharge of 
Debt, was liablé to objéctions’ which out- 

Weighed any incidental bénefit ‘resulting 
from it.” "That ho considerable’ part of the 
‘Indian Debt was be ‘charged to 'the coni- 
Tiere of the Conipany, he conténded to be 
Sitisfactorily’ proved ‘by the documents he 
Had former ‘night doca- 
ments fratied with-preateare, by the able 

Olficérs'of the ‘and founded on 
fallér anid more ‘deeuraté materials, than 
those’ statéfiénts could ‘well be;with which 
‘the’hon’ général had ‘béen furnished, and 
which ‘had,*by ‘hit, “béeh ‘quoted to: the 
‘house,’ How ‘to accoutit for the great dif- 
ference between ‘state- 
ménts ‘and his, he was’ at’a loss, unless the 

Peneral"had omitted to give credit for 
bills drawn on' England on account of Debt, 
‘OW Supposition, that the "pa of debt 
‘Hot ehitved in the accounts of his 
Wiihistration but’ the Omission would not 
Be warranted ‘on this yround; because, in 
thie quéstion of between Tndid and 
‘England; the fairway was, to éharge 
all ‘thtit wel paid,® aiid! credit: all that was 
received.” The hoh!'general said, the bills 
for the payment ‘of Debt had ‘been 
eredited for’; ‘bit admitted, that his state- 
mheiits did tot! givé ‘credit’ for the political 
charges’ défrayed by the ‘Company in 
land; whicti, with the other payments'made 
there on ‘accotint of thé territorial posses- 
WOuld, a gréat degree, account'for 
the balincé which thehon. general thought 
chargeable to the commerce. At thé sane 
tithe, Mr. 'Grant'expressed his willingness, 
that'd very strict scrutiny should be’ made 
state of account: between ‘the re- 
ventiéand the cotnniérce; as far as it was 
separate them, in order’ that 

this question might be determined and set 
lat the prospect of future 
véfiie Hind savings, which the hon. general 
‘had’stated, and’ which “another hon. gent. 
(Mr. Ketné) carried. much higher,’ Mr. 
‘Grant ‘observed, that tuking credit for fu- 
ture was not the most satis- 


factory way of compensating for thié past, — 
Hitherto, the recently-coniquered provinces.” 
were not even estithated to produce béydnd 
a trifle mote than the disbursements incur- 
red’ ofr ‘account of them ;—provinces 
had ‘cost’ so0'much blood und treasure inthe 
acquisition. ~Caléulations fotindéd on fae 
ture ‘receipts of revenue: miist be liable 
ufcertainty’; and’ the surest dependence 
was, that of retrenching expence. 
Jones said, that his object; itt it? 
terrogating the noble lord (Morpeth) wast 
td save his trouble, and that of the housed 
but, ‘moré particularly that of the ‘noblé 
lord, who had given’’a fair’ and atcuraté) 
however tobe lamented, Budget, and ‘was 
now- sitting to hear the third discussion 
on it, left quite alone, both by his majes 
ty’s' ministers, and such directdrs of the. 
Kast-India Company as were’ members of 
parliament : that, by getting answers to’his 
questions, he should see what alteration; 
for the better or worse, had taken: pla¢e 
since his speech atid statement, delivered in 
that house, June-25, 1802, thereon. But} 
however, as he did not wish’to be pertina- 
cious, as to putting questions, ‘he should 
state facts : Now, in 1800, up to’theSOth 
of April,: the India Debt Was 20 millions; 
Out’ of the 6,000,000/. due on thé chatter, 
only 500,000/. had" been ‘paid ; so’ that 
5,500,000/. ‘remained dtie' to the’ public: 
In 1801, ‘the hon. gent.’ said, ‘he had stated 
the ‘East-India Company ‘to be'on the’ eve 
of‘bankruptcy. ‘In 1806, he was’borne out 
by'the uncontradicted assertion of a worthy 
alderman ‘(Prinsep), ' that’ ‘it was'in! a’ state 
of insolveticy. - The-difference between’ ins 
solvenéy ‘and bankruptcy was a distinctién 
without difference, and not to be argued} 
and, therefore; -hée said,-instead of the evé 
of bankruptcy,’he considered the Company 
in a positive state of bankruptcy ; and soon, 
very soon, the noble Jord and his colleagues, 
instead of being “ comptrollers,” would be 
as under a commission of bank- 
~ Mr. H, Martin commented ‘on- the con* 
strection of the act by which the Company 
held ‘their charter; and said, that it clearly 
appeared from it, that when the‘Company 


were if'straitened circumstances, the pays 


mentwas' only suspendéd,‘and they:now 
were‘debtors to the public for 6 millions. 
The’ only excuse must be, their inability'to 
pay;-and he hardly thought that this excuse 
would be resorted to, as it would amount 
to’a confession, that they had been insolvent 
ever since the'year 1793. 
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the strictares which an hon. member 


_ place at this discussion. For my own part, 


_ sort of glass, which has possessed the pro- 
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are enabled by it to contribute their pto- 
portion of the public burthens, instead of 


opposite (Mr. T. Jones) has been pleased | being themselves burthens on the state. To 


to address to me on the conduct of some 
of my colleagues for their absence from 
the house on this occasion, it is not difti- 
cult to answer. My colleagues, sir, have | 
been occupied to day for 7 or 8 hours by 
very important public duties in another 
ace. They know also that the statements 
ore the house contain full and accurate 
information relative to the finances of the 
East India Company ; and they were aware 
that whatever further explanation might be 
required, no one is more able to give than 
y hon. friend, the late chairman, who 
would, in all probability, be present in his 


sir, I confess I came down to the house for 
the purpose of offering some observations 
on the speech of an hon. alderman (Prin- 
sep) who the other evening entered so 
largely into the subject of the Company's 
commerce, and with views so obvious re- 
specting it; and on part of the speech of the 
nobie lord who so ably followed him, and 
I shall now endeavour to submit those ob- 
servations to the house. With respect to the 
facts assumed by the worthy alderman, it 
is not necessary to dispuie them. Without 
stopping to enquire into their validity, it 
may be sufficient to examine the structure 
he would build upon them in a fair com- 
parison with that which he- would over- 
throw. Such an examination, I am confi- 
dent the hon. alderman can never have 
made, for, if he had, it would have enabled 
him to take a more enlarged view of the 
subject, and convinced him that the view 
he had before taken of it was narrow and 
fallacious. Hitherto the hon. alderman 
seems to have looked at the commerce of 
the East India Company through a peculiar 


perty of hiding all its great aud leading 
features, and all the benetits.which it dif 
fuses. The loss which he supposes the 
Company to sustain by their trade forms 
the grand foundation of his argument, to 
that point therefore I shall immediately di- 
rect my attention, by claiming of him what 
Fam sure his candour will readily admit, 
namely, that the loss is principally, if uot 
entirely, confined to the exports. I shall 
then remind the worthy alderman, and so- 
licit the attention of the committee, to the 
‘Mmofaéntous fact, that from the provision 
of those’ exports miany thousands of the 


illustrate this, I will take that article of the 
Company's exports on which the ascer- 
tained loss comprises a very great part of 
the guilt which the alderman charges to 
the whole of their commetrce—I mean the- 
article of woollens ; and to what is it owi 

that the Company sustain that loss? Why, 
literally, sir, to their consulting the public 
interests in preference to ‘their own—to 
their exporting annually woollens to the 
enormous amount of 1,300,0001. by which 
the Company sustain very great loss, bat 
the public gain in a still greater propor- 
tion; for the provision of these woollens 
gives employment to more than 40,000 
persons: And until lately this was not all, 
for the Company virtually paid a penalty 
for rendering this benefit to the state, in 
the shape of a duty of 41. per cent. which 
was afterwards increased to 51. per cent. 
and amounted annually to upwards of 
50,0001. Even before that duty was im- 
posed, it was a losing trade. We know, 
that in the last 4 years, the loss on the 
woollens sent to China alone exceeded 
-100,000L. in each yéar ; and from the pro- 
gressive advance in the price of labour, and 
of the raw material, both native and fo- 
reign, this loss is increasing; for the China 
trade differs from all others in this essential 
respect, that the China merchants them- 
selves fix the prices, and the same that 
were fixed many years ago still continue, 
notwithstanding the advance in the cost of 
the woollens here. ‘Two points, then, are 
clear; Ist; that nothing but a disposition 
to promote the manufacturing inferests of 
this country in preference to their own, 
could induce the East India Comp uy to 
export woollens te such an extent; for in 
respect to China they could obtain a more 
favourable remittance in silver; and 2dly, 
that were the Company to seek other modes 
of remittance, the consequences would be 
dreadful to the manufacturing and the la- 
bouring poor in the counties of Gloucester, 
Devon, Somerset, and Cornwall, and iu 


the city of Norwich ; it would also operate. 


the ruin of several extensive establishments: 
in this metropolis, and deprive more than 
700 persons of ‘a respectable subsistence 
which they now derive from the East India 
Company. Now, sir, I think 1 have a right 
to ask the hon. alderman whether ins 
trade, or that'to which he is partial, could 
hear this loss, or afford jo the public this 


community derive their subsistence, and. 
Vot. VII. 
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benefit, Perhaps be will have the. good. | 
‘ness to inform, the, committee of the quan- 
tity of weollens annually exported to India 
by: any private trader, or the aggregate of 
the-quantity exported by all of them... I 
have stated only the benefit which the pub- 
lic derive from. one article, in one branch, 
of the Company’s commerce ; but, if the 
worthy. alderman would iake. that view ‘of 
the commerce of the East India Company, 
which L have been accustomed to take of 
_ it, it would appear to him as a vast edifice, 
erected on a solid foundation, which. has 
for ages withstood the fury of the ele- 
ments, and given shelter to millions of peo- 
pe which through every vicissilude has 
n the firm. and. constant friend, as well 
as child, of the state, and inade an ample 
return for the uniform. protection it bas 
received. In the provision of a_ single 
article, as I have just stated, it gives em- 
ployment to 40,000 persons. The exche- 
quer derives from it aunually three millions 
sterling in duties and customs. It employs 
about 10,000 British seamen, and. thus 
nourishes for the state a great portion of 
that force on which its safety essentially de- 
pends. . It assisted. in acquiring, and has 
assisted in preserving, our dominion in In- 
dia, Ata memorable and critical era, the 
enemy's squadron was totally defeated in 
the Ganges by tiie ships of the East India 
Conmpany—an event that materially contri- 
buted to lay the foundation of ali our sub- 
sequent greaisess. On, various occasions 
since, they have assisted in fighting the bat- 
tles:of the state, and particuliriy off Pon- 
dighery, in. October, 1778, two of our 
diamen shared in the glory of forcing the 
_ French squadron to leave that fortress to 
its fate. 1 am sure the committee must 
anticipate my alluding to a more recent 
event in the China seas, iu which the ships 
of the East ladia Coimpany under the brave 
and able conduct of their commanders, fur- 
vished an argument in favor of the Com. 
pany’s‘commefce that will not soon be for- | 
- gotten, and at this moment it will not be 
denied that the commerce of the East India 
- Company supplies no inconsiderable portion 
ef the force destined for the defence of this 
Capital in case of invasion,—Sir, the list of 
his majesty's navy beats testimony in favour 
of the commerce of the-East Lidia Com- 
pany. Aufl need I ask if the utility of this 
commerce is to be judged of by the balance 
- of the-bead of protit and loss in the ledger? 


rif it.be any reproach to this commerce 


[204 
accomplished without the aid of the Indian 


revenue? certainly I am not prepared to say 
that the Company's commerce could. go on, 
without that aid, on the contrary I believe 
the commerce and the revenue to be neces- 
sary. to each other, and their continued 
union to be essential to the vital interests,of 
the state. Some years ago the worthyvals 
derman and his friends brought forward 
another, and very captivating argument, as 
gainst the Company's commerce, and: in fas 
vour of their own, but I know not if he-has 
recurred to it on this occasion, not having 
been able to get: down to the house the 
other evening until he had made considerable. 
progress in his speech, viz. the idea of bring- 
ing all the trade of India to. the river’ 
Thames, and naking London the grand em+ 
porium of Asiatic commerce. This was cer- 
tainly a magnificent project, and only two 
objections weigh with me against it. First, 
that it is impracticable; and secondly, that 
if practicable, it would be unwise to effect 
it. Most of the maritime powers of Europe 
possess, or on ile return of peace will pro- 
bably again possess, ports and commercial 
factories in India. On the coast of Malabar, 
and from Cape Comorin to the Ganges, 
are those of the French, Dutch, Danes, and 
Portuguese, who are all as sensible of the 
value of a trade with India as we are, and 
their merchants as eager in the pursuit of 
gain, only less enterprizing than ours. Is 
there then any rational hope that we-can 
exclude foreigners from this trade, or pre- 
vail on them to relinquish it, and consent 
to réceive the produce of India only through 
the port.of London? But I have said that, 
if practicable, it would not be wise to effect 
it, and here 1 would entreat of the worthy 
alderman to forget for a moment his com-- 
mercial character, and to consider this point 
ouly as a member of the state, and when in 
that capacity he shall have weighed it ma- 
turely, combining with it our present situa- — 
tion, and acquisitions in India, I would ask.’ 
him, if no considerations occur to his mind 
as adverse to our obtaining for ourselves. so. 
invidious a preference? I would beg of him, _ 
to state how much he thinks we can afford 
to lose of the reputation we possess with 
foreign powers ber moderation and. libe- 
rality in what relates to our commercial, and 
naval interésts, and preeminence.—Sir, there 
is one other consideration. which I shalt 


merely glance at: some persons I know are 


uot sufliciently aware of its importance, but 


no reflecting mind not warped by views’ 
that all which J, have stated has not been 


of private or pecuniary interest, will over= 
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it, or deem ‘it visionary it applies e- 
qually’to the system of Indian commerce 
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the vast increase of ‘our’ Indian debt, and 
the sole remedy which he has suggested for 


otired by the worthy alderman, and to | the consideration of the committee. The 


the late system of conquest “and extension 
of tertitorym India. At preseut shall con- 
fine myself to the former. The system de- 
sited by the worthy alderman, would sub- 
‘stitute in the Indian trade, ships built in In- 
‘dia’ for’ ships built in England; Teak ships 
for Oak; the Lascar, or Indian sailor for 
‘the “British tar; and the Ganges the 
Thames. ‘The home of his trade is India, 
and it would soon make India the home of 
thousands of artificers, agents, and adven- 
turers’ of all descriptions. At every out- 
‘port and subordinate factory, there would 

ea European public, and in the space of 
60 or 70 years the number of Europeans 
in India, would exceed the number of Brit- 
ish Americans in north America when that 
couutry declared its independence. Can 
there be any doubt then of the direct ten- 
dency of such a system, if established in re- 
gions so much more distant from the mother 
country? The opinion entertained on this 
subject by a late truly illustrious person— 
illustrious for his virtues even more than for 
his services, may be collected from the fol- 


Jowing short. passage in one of his letters 


dated.in. November 1794; .‘ I am strongly 
‘ impressed with a conviction that it will be 
* of essential importance to the interests of 


_ * Britain that Europeans should be discou- 


* raged, and prevented as much as possible, 
“ from colonizing, and settling in our pos- 
“ sessions in India.” | Whether the utmost 


~ human wisdom can do more than delay the 


event against which the noble marquis meant 
to guard, is a question beyond our reach; 
but it requires no gift of prophecy to be 
able to pronounce with conscious certainty; 
that the laying opew the trade to'the public 
Would accelerate ‘it: by at least half a cen- 
tury, and under that. conviction, [should 
have felt: it my duty to submit to the com- 
mittee these observations on the speech of 
the hon. alderman, even if there‘had’ been 
no other objection to the system which itis 
object 'to recommend, ‘and without allu- 

an argument that J am sure ‘would 
of itself be" sufficient to secure its rejection, 
injustice it would ‘operate’ on the 
East India Coiipany; but “if 1 differ from 


_ the Worthy alderman’ in ‘atmost ‘all his de- 


ductions, and’ inférences; from thé facts he 
laid down, f aim as little able'to concur with 
the ‘noble lord who follawed him in'the de- 
bate; I'mean in his limited view of the ex® 


‘sting evils, and his mode of wé¢dunting for 


noble lord seems to consider our present 
financial difficulties as the only evil’we have 
to overcome, and war as the only cause, 
and the remedies he proposes’ are of course 
equally confined; whereas, inany ‘view df 
our present situation in India, were our debt 
to be this moment extinguished,» very’ seri- 
ous evils would. stil remain; but, even 
adopting: the noble lord’s view of the swb- 
ject, and supposing it only necessary at pre- 
sent to adveit to the immediate cause, or 
causes of the deranged state of our finances 
in India, it would still be impossible for me 
to’ aequiesce im the nobleclord’s statement 
of 13 years of war as the cause ‘of that de- 
rangement. Two. yearsiago I heard a si- 
milar’ argument from the! nght hon. gent. 
whose loss is sojustly déplored, and bheardit 
then with equal surprize; because bwell knew 
that during’ 5 or 6 of the 10 years which he 
spoke of, the continent of India had- not 
been in a state of war, and ‘that correctly 
speaking the war in ‘India commencethin 
1798, after the arrival of marquis Wellesley. 
The noble lord I any sure basvtoo mach 
candour to contend, tiiat the march of ade 
tachment to take possession of Pondiche 
where there was not a shot’ fired, norman 
enemy capable of making the-least resist: 
ance, constituted war “i the-only sense in 
which the argument could apply. Several | 
other expeditions were projected, in which 
the East India Company had no more inte- 
rest than any other corporate body: such 
expeditions indeed, by withdrawing their 
troops from the! continent! of India, and 
carrying them to unhealthy: elimes, are 
worse than useless to the:Company;' they 
occasioned however ‘a large’ expenditure, 
for the whole amount/of which the Compa 
ny have just claim’ on "governnient, 
shall at all'times be prepared to prove, but 
the amount, large as ‘it is; forins but a’small 
part of the enormous increase in our Indian 
expenditure and’ debt--The peace of Se- 
ringapatam concluded with Tippoo Saultaun 
by lord Cornwallis, was signed the’ bégin= 
ning of March 1792, and from that period 
till the year 1798; the ‘peninsula’ of India — 
was undisturbed” by wars’ but ‘wheti the 
noble lord spoke of 13 -yéars of war, as if 
the Indian debt had Been’ progressively 
creasing each of thdse years, he Thust hive 
forgotten thé decisive fact, that, in 2 of thé 
‘first yedts, We Fndiaii debt, instead Of en- 


ize that ih 1794, it 
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less by upwards 700,0001. than i'1793; 


and in 1795, upwards of 500,000]. less 
‘than in 1794, and that in 1796, tho’’a little 


‘more than in 1795, the debt was still nearlv 


-900,0001. less than in 1793, when, as-is 
well known to the noble lord, its amount 
‘was 8 millions; from that year (1793) to 
1798, the increase was only 3 millions; if 
then we suppose with the noble lord, that 
the 5 intervening years were years of war, 
shat does that fact express with regard to 
the expenditure of the succeeding-7 years; 
vig. from 1798 to. 1805; during which, ac- 


cording to the estimate on the table, the 
Indian debt has accumulated from mil | 


lions te 264 millions? for.although the no- 
ble lord spoke of 13 years, which’ must in- 
clude the present year, [imagine his méan- 
ing: went to no later period than to April 
1805, which is the latest to which the usual. 
estimate of the Indian debt is brought up: 
but if the noble lord wishes to bring it up 
to the’ t. time, I fear several millions 


‘must be added to that estimate. The com- 


tuittee will judge therefore whether the pre- 
sent embarrassed state of the Company's fi- 
mances can with accuracy be ascribed to 18 
years of war, and it is at least highly im- 
ant and just that the committee should 
aware, that of the 184 millions added to 
the Indian debt since the year 1793, three 
millions only, were contracted before the 
r.1798.—-That this enormous increase 
the Indian debt has been principaily oc- 
casioned by the late war in India, there can 


be no doubt, but if war alone could produce 


so.great a change in the state of our finan- 
ces, what would have been our situation after 
the war which began in 1779, and ended in 
1784, in which we bad to contend in India 
with the French and the Dutch, the Marattas 
and Hyder Ally? between which too and 
the late war there was this striking diffe- 
fence, viz. that our own districts were the seat 
of war,aad by farthe greater part of the 
Carnatic for a considerable time in the pos- 


‘session of the enemy; yet, at the conclu- 


sion of that, war, the Company’s debt. in 
India, believe, amounted only to 6 or 7 
millions, Whereas the late war in India 
was carried on jn the territories of the ene- 
my, and, our own none of its 
except that during a. few weeks an adven- 
Dandeah, committed. depre- 


dations in some. of the Mysore districts, 
This is well known jo the hon, general 

ite {sir Arthyr Wellesley) who him- 
self so ably, conducted the war in the Dec- 


essefitially to. attributed: its -successfil 
issne,-and its not having-been carried into 
our own districts. “Doubtless there 
“pences incident to-a state: of war, altho 

the troaps may ‘not: be actually in the fields 
and the warin Eurépe- by ‘giving -birth 
the maritime expeditions I have-alluded to, 
contributed * essentially . to the reduction of 
the surplus revenue; but,it made no other 
very considerable addition to our: Indian 
expenditure, for, owing to the vigilance of 
government, and the’ vast superiority of our 
navy, not a Freneh soldier landed in India, 
If then-I were to be asked, to what-causes 
the present state of our finances in India 
were to be attributed, I should answer, that 
they might be traced to a system of policy 
which sought the aggrandisement and ex- 
tention of the British empire and influence | 
in India, through the medium of what is 
called the system of subsidiary alliances, of 
the bringing all the native states into subjec- 
tion to, or dependence on the British power, 
by means of large bodies of troops station 
in their respective capitals, with agents or 
ministers, on the part of the Company, to 
watch and direct their political conduct, 
This system became the fruitful parent 
an ‘extended war, on an extended scale of 
expence, and a corresponding system of — 
finance and general expenditure ; in both 
of which economy was overlooked, or per- 
haps did not seem necessary ; for one ‘of 
the effects of this system was a vast no- 
minal increase of revenue by the nevessity’ 
of exacting from ‘each native prince a sub- 
sidy for defraying the expence of the troops 
stationed in his capital. These subsidies, 
whether in money, or commuted for an 
equivalent in territory, occasioned a great 
apparent increase of revenue, and every ex- 
tention of our territory or revenue being 
supposed to bring with'it a proportionate 
extention of our means of paying, produced 
areal alteration in the scale of ideas and 
expectations, and unfortunately the increas+ 
ed expenditure by new establishments, and 
new or augmented salaries and allowances, 
not being made conditional, or depend- 
ent on the continuance of a surplus revenues 
remained after the surphis had. ceased to 
exist. Such I believe'to have been, in ab> 
stract, the combined causes of the present 
embarrassed state of our finances i India; 
but, do I therefore concur in the position’ 
which the hon. alderman has so industrious+ 
ly laboured to.impress. upon the commit- 
tee, namely, that the East India Co ee 
is insolvent ? No,-sir, that the Come 
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niasy difficulties will. make us so, unless 
we continue in the course which has brought 
to be retrieved, and what isto be done? 

yy Sit, if there is a determined disposi- 
tion to retrieve them on both sides the Atlan- 
‘Suri ack our si to t ystems, 
heath political and from which we 
ought never to have departed ; in a word, the 
‘system and principles of Cornwallis; by dis- 


avowing all views of extending our domin-, 


jon and influence in India, and in proof o 
the sincerity of the disavowal, 
the acquisitions both in territory and alliances, 
which have been made under them; and 
lastly, by contracting the number of our: 
vast and expensive establishments, and the 
Scale of those which it may be necessary to 
continue. The work, both in respect to. 
licy and finance, we have reason to believe 
is already begun, and if persevered in with 


_ firmness and decision, will effect the re-es- 


tablishment of a surplus revenue, and the 
dual'reduction of the Indian debt; but 


” -$t will be in vain to hope for such effects 


from any other means than those which I 
have'stated : other measures may be resorted 
to in aid of those means, but if attempted 
witheut them, will only aggravate the exist- 
ing evils, and perhaps render them insur- 
mountable; but least of all can those effects 
be produced by the adoption of the advice 
of the hon. ‘alderman, for which, however, 
I donot presume to censure bim, as itis the 
result of opinions’ which he has long habitu- 
ally cherished ; with the view which he 
takes ofithe subject Lam not ‘surprized that 
the annihiiationof the Company’s commerce, 
and the substitution of the private trade in 
the place of it, which to my mind present 
the most ruinous consequences to the Kast 
India Company, the public, and even the 
traders. themselves, shou'd to him scem 
fraught with benefits to all of them; but, 
differing so! widely asI do from the worthy 
alderman, {£ have felt anxious to submit to 
the committee my impressions on the whole 
subject,.and I have now to assure them thai 
nothing but my sense of its extreme im- 
portance could make me venture on so long 


intrusion on their time. 


_ Mr, Alderman Prinsep rose toreply. He 
with observing, that after the long 
dulgence with which he had been honour- 
ed ina former part of the debate, he felt 
it his duty to abridge as much as possible, 
what he had to say further on the subject ; 
and here he must acknowledge his obliga- 
tion to two hon. members (Mr. Paull and 


Mr. Robson), and also to anotlier hon. mem- 
ber (Mz. Francis) who had volunteered in 
his support. For himself, he had 
fought this battle single handed, and 


powerful and never failing auxiliaries 
cause and effect: What but a reliance 


pendencies.—The causes of the Company's 
situation, which he had sa senguininaeline 


P° | exposed, had now produced the fatal con- 


sequences he had predicted, and dire dis- 
tress and necessity were irresistibly forcing. 
a change of system and a call for relief. 
It had given him mucli‘satisfaction to hear - 
the hon. director, who had just sat down, 
admitting without reserve, all the facts he — 
had stated on a former night, although the — 
hon. gentleman had differed as much with 
regard to the conclusions drawn from them; 
as he had misunderstood.the views and ob-- 
jeets of their exposure. The hon. director 
had represented him to have contrasted the 
present system, with the probable conse+ 
quences of separating trade and revenue; 
with no other view than that of obtaining 
the abolition of the Company's charter from 
selfish and personal motives, when ia fact 
he had merely stated the four active capiz 
tals requisite for condycting, evem on its 
present scale, the Company's trade, andthe 
total want of any such commercial resquree ; 
in order first to prove that Indian interest 
attached to every operation, and if it did 
attach, the hon. director well knew, that alt 
alledged profit on the trade was done away. 
—The next object was to shew the necessity 
of allowing British subjects to carry-on that 
trade, which the Company had no faculty: 
of embracing, not to confine it to a few 
old commercial houses on each side the 
water, but to enable all the merchants, 
manufacturers and ship owners at home 
and in India, to compete with foreigners 
in carrying it on, not in the wild and ex-. 
travagant idea of rendering Great Britain 
the emporium of all the products even of 
British Asia, but in the sober contemplation, — 
of securing to’ the mother country that. 
natural proportien of the traffic, of which 
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such auxiliaries, could have sustained hin 
against the influence and resentment ofthe 
most powerful public body upen earth, or 
induced him to sacrifice personal ease, and 
perhaps the interests of a farge fumily, to 

la the prosecution of a great public object, 

nat the assertion of national cight to a nataral 

cy share of the British trade with its Indian de- 
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dhe the'impoli 
under whiclr thé private'trader from 
India had 
—The hob. alderman. next “obsefted; that 
che had:been charged with 

on the little'value of an itent of 10 mil- 

stated bythe’ company: themsél tis 
‘composed of bad'debts,’old buildings,"old: 
furniture, and other afticles, whieh sim 
their own accountant had siruek ‘out of the 
balance: sheet, and %estimated: onby 
400,000. ; was it unjust, as he hachobserved 
on’a Germher night, to scrutinize suéli!an 
asset, when adduced asa. “probable ‘fattire 
elaim upon govermmeut,'and as part of ihose 


4 


resources, on the*security of whieli 


Jord had! proposed ‘thet the house’ stowtd 
advance 17 millions’of nionev ?. “Wes it ine 
vidious to suppose’a case possible, irr which 


vernment might be obliged to: resume its | 


lease of the territories, and dissélve'w: part: 
nership ruinously unprofitable to both par 
of the finn? Would “his’ majesty’s 
ministers, or woul they not, bé justified 
in opposing to such claints, the 5. millions 
anda half they had and were pay for 
defending since 1804:—the expences 
of the Cape and Ceylon, the charge of two 
in’ the eastern seas, and the pay 
of 25 regiments employed in acquiring and 
protecting the dominions m question?—But 
thie Company, it was asserted, had estates 
abroad of great value, of which they could 
not be deprived : how farit would be pio: 
litie-to retain them, would appear by" look- 
ing at'the expeice of these estates; “at that 
of theisland of Bombay, for instance, where 
764,994). had been expended bevond the 
product-of farms, licences, and quit feuts; 
at ‘that of St. Helena, which exceeded in 
the sum of 47,6281. as appeared by the ac- 
counts of 1802-3; at the value of the villa- 
tound’Madras and Masulipatam ; at 
ir factory: charges Bencoolen, and 
-above all; ‘at theit more recently purchased 
island Penang, where half a million was 
likely to “be squandered on the wild’ pro- 
ject of making an arsenal, that could never 
be defended; of keeping & garrison where 
_ there were ‘no provisions, and erecting docks 
where there was neither ‘tide to float the 
vessels, tior workmen or materials for, their 
construction’ or repair. “As’well night the 
Company resume their possessions at t Balen; 
‘Bangam, ‘and the Andamans, and callthem 
profitable ‘estates, as’ retain’ any ‘thing of 
landed property, after they should lose the 
revetiues at large. 


retained indeed their factories ig-our 


\ 


The Duteh and’ 


"tries, the onéfor’ patronage, 
favouited fatiliés of the Aristog. 
cacy,” the” other frome 
‘of Pity” “influénte ‘neither 
‘ot fie contrary, ‘the’ 
BeEpitie ‘bankrupts, from 
“the” Had” thas” ihéutred 
and thie FYétich Would never restine thel 
bar a determimed eniinity’ ‘to otir pros. 
Perity’ India: ‘Thitsé éstates therefore, 
Were addition” to the amount of  theit 
‘assets, il the stoék by computation. 
this Imperial Coinpaay, | it was said, export. 
ed from ‘patriotic motives, vast quauitities of 
woollens,. at.an enormous, ‘loss. hon, 
director, who as well as the hon. ex-chair- 
man, always carefully bleided the “India 
and Chipa. trade together, had vauntingly 
odsted of this immense export | of woollens, 
and stated ihe heavy loss thereon as, a. sa 
crifice to, the manufacturers of this country; 
the former, had asked, what would become 
of the. 40,000 Buitish hands now employed, 
were the’ Coinpaniy to throw up that.trade, 
In the first place, the Alderman, observed, 
that no, idea had ever entertained by 
him,of invading the exclusive trade to Chingy 
it was, if any national trade could be, the 
properest of all subjects for monopoly. In 
fact, no great quantity of woollens were, or 
ever would be, consumed in British India, 
none were exported thither, except for Se-' 
poy’s cloathing, and .the limited wear of 
Europeans,” The argument therefore in 
this point of view fell'to the ground, The — 
fact: was, that China was super-saturated 
with the Company’s woollens, and that this 
circumstance had kept down the price.’ “A 
reference to the director’s own report‘on this 
branch of the trade, would ‘set right) the 
noble lord and colleagues respecting the 
cause and extent of losson this item.—But, 
granting that British subjects did ‘interfere, 
would that interference lessen the exporta- 
tion if there were any demand ? ‘would’ 
not rather occasion a e 
manufacturers Of Devon; Yorkshire? 
Gloucestershire? ‘This thread-bare topic’ 
had long’ ceased to “convince men*of the’ 
policy of shutting out British subjects’ froitt 
India, and allowing néutrals to Tival ‘us. 
our own natural colonial trade; to load their, 
ships undet ou hoses at evety port ‘of th 
united kingdom’ to range uninolestéd froth 
e to pole: and éveli to buy and sell at 
ian factories, on the ‘saihe th 
privileged “ and Officers: 
ships. ‘Here the Aldernian dé 
the total e 
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port of the Companysto Lndia, fortherid 
years past. He had moved-for this important 
paper, separate fromthe: Ching éxports it 
was presented on the;sthJuge, and would 
be seen in. pave 940f the Budget accounts, 
Duringsthe Jast years:the; total export of 
mérchandize in the first column, instead of 
the immense sum the lastoSpeaker had as- 
serted -it-to-be, the committee would: be 
surpriged.to find amounted, as he had cor- 
rectly stated on a fornier night, to no more 
than 5,044,960). little above 450,0001: per 
annum. (In 1794-5 it was only. 133;0001.) 
The Company's tonnage for their India 
trade was only 9,822 tous-on 12 ships; and, 
including that for private trade last year, 
was only 25 ships, or 17,081 tons, He 
compared this with the tounage of Barba- 
does, and that of a single: Dutch colony, 
Surinam, which loaded. -home lazt vear 
16,493 tons. Was this, he repeated, the 
natural share of India trade, which the mo- 
ther country was entitled to? observe, he 
said, the striking contrast between imperial 
and individual energy; by the document on 
the table: it appeared, that in 1799-1800 
the whole of the Company's export to India 
was only 463,5781. and this exceeded the 
average of the 11 years to which he had 
before alluded. » In the same year, by an 
authenticated paper, laid before Mr.Dundas, 
and to be found in an able publication of 
a gentleman deceased (Ir. Henchman) it 
appeared, that 20 India built ships, wisely 
licenced by the noble lord (Wellesley), an 
act fully justified by him in a dispatch 
to the directors, actually carried back/mer- 
chandize from London to the -amount of 
615,247). 12s. Gd. and expended here in 
_ repairs and disbursments 202,87 7].although 
two of the number. were laden baek by 
government, and this besides wine taken 
in at Madeira from British merchants there. 
Who then, he emphatically exclaimed, are 
he enemies to the manufacturers, ship- 
ilders, and ship-owners, to the traders 
and merchants of these kingdoms? himself 
and those. who. thought with him, or the 
directors of the ladia company? Were the 
people of Shetfield and Birmingham more 
likely to starve, if a freer intercourse sub- 
sisted with the millions ,of people in our 
own Indian territories, and a trade »were 
opened: with the myriads who’ inhabited 
regions within, the Company's: limits ; 
regions which they’ mever it. im 
contemplation to visit, much less to sup- 
y with their instant demands, and with 
e growing wauts, which a knowledge 


of jour» manefactures would create. — 
The: honourable director re-echoed 
against him, the charges of personal motives 
and “atiachment to a favourite project of 
introdieing India shipping to the injury of 
the British artisan; but, would epening the 
India trade, that trade which the company 
could not carry on, would giving facility to 
that trade be likely to confine it to half a_ 
dozen ‘established English houses abroad, 
and himself and four or tive India agency 
houses ia Londen? certainly not, on the 
contrary it would open India to the British 
merchant, trader, and ship-owner,without dis- 
tinction or preference, whether at Liverpool, 
Bristol, Leith or Glasgow, Dublin or Cork $ 
it would injure, not the Company, as was 
dreaded, but only the privileged neutral 
rivals, whose operations he had already in 
part developed, and should farther expose - 
in the:next session —So much with regard 
to any selfish object on his part; he should 
next proceed to notice the danger of re2 
moving our artizans, (ship-builders he pre- 
sumed were meant,) out of this kingdota to 
our dominions in Asia. But did there, he 
would ask, exist any want of ship-builders . 
abroad? At Penang~ (Prince of Wales’ 
island) it was true, there were neither work- 
men, nor materials, neither revenues, nor pro- 
visions, but was that the case at Bombay, 
on the Malabar coast, or at Caleutfa? were 
not ships built there by British subjects? were 
none built at Pegue or Demaur, by Burmaks 
and Parsees? was it not a notorious fact, 
that ship-building materials of every kind 
super-abounded in our own territories? that 
they no less abounded in artisans, and mas-.- 
ter-builders ef the first eminence to put 
them together? was it not then sonnd poli- 
cy for this government to encourge the ex- 
traction of these materials, and indeed of 
every other resource, which dependencies — 
dearly acquired, and of such precarious 
tenure, would furnish to the mother coun- 
try? would it not be sound policy to build 
ships there for government, which might 
partly pay for their construction by a freight 
home, and to compel the Company to build 
there for their own commerce, and leave the 
oaklings of our home forests to acquire 
their. natural grewth? Would the ship-buil- 
ders of Blackwall, or of any other yard; 
complain of such a necessary expedient ? did 


they not candidly acknowledge, aud every 


ship-owner feel, that the expence, and of 
course the protits, of refitting and repair, 
exceeded those of original coustriction ; that 
materials were grown so scarce and dear at 
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home, that no merchant vessel could be 
built to sail against neatrals, nor any India- 
mau be allowed to arrest the inetiicient 
and scanty supply of our own timber for 
‘the royal navy! was not the contract price 
of building for the king’s service more than 
doubled within these few years? Could 
the commissioners obtain contracts at all 
to the extent recjuired 1—These facts made 
most completely against the Director's asser- 
tions.—The honourable Director had next 
brought forward, the Company’s trade, as 
2 nursery for British seamen, and depreca- 
ted the employ of India shipping, as injuri- 
ous to that object. In the first place, he 
would ask, by whom are the Company's 
ship's now manned, and likely to be both 
mm peace and war, while our enemy was 
attempting to rival us on the seas: By 
_ foreiguers mostly when outward bound, 
and back principally by Lascars, natives or 
subjects of British India. Which of these 
¢lasses deserved most to be encouraged he 
need not ask; our commerce was now be- 
come too much the nursery for seamen of 
other countries, and unless care was taken 
hereafier, most of our British sailors would 
become Americaus —It was not interest, but 
necessity that ever induced the employ 
of black sailors on board the merchant 
ships, the greater, number of them 
the ~ ton- 


required, in proportion to 
nage, made it always cheaper to navi- 
gate with Eurepean, and nitost of -all with 


British seamen. But, if any preference 
was due, the British Lascar ought in po- 
licy to be preferred to Danish or Ame- 
rican sailors. —The honourable Director had 
paid a just tribute to the skill and gallant 
of the men who navigated the Company’s 
ships, and of those who commanded thei. 
No man, said the Alderman, had aa higher 
opinion of them, than himself, they were 
the best seamen and the first navigators in 
the world; they had distinguished themselves 
against Suffrem under Watson in 1778, and 
the last glorious instance of gallantry in 
the China seas, under captain Dance, would 
for ever endear them to their country. But 
how that establishment was supported, or 
juerit and seniority regarded, he would not 
stop toenquire. Iunothing, he said, was there 
any design to deprive the Company of their 
shipping, nor of that trade they were able 
to carry on, which trade ought to maintain 
its own maritime establishment.—The noble 
. lord had fairly stated the expansion of the 
~ @ouble system of trade and dominion, to 
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have called for a greater amount of fixe) 
and floating assets, than had formerly bee 
requisite, but where among them was to }y 
found any capi icable to trade} fy 
all the Budget the surplus. rey, 
nue and the product of exports were ¢, 
pressly mentioned as the amount applicabk 
to investment, the rest at any rate was hor, 
| rowed for the purpose, as the noble 
himself had confessed in his last B 

statement (page 35) ‘“‘ The question” 

he “ that will naturally be suggested q 
this occasion, is, as to the prudence or pr, 
priety of investing so large an amount 
goods, when the surplus from the reveny 
is estimated so low; as the system of pro 
viding funds for this purpose by new loay 
has been often objected to.”"—Mr. Dunda 
in 1801 had made use of these words; 
“ The question must naturally arise, fron 
whence funds could be derived to meet de 
mandstoso considerable an amount, to which 
I shall merely now reply, that, in whatever 
amount the supplies from Europe in bullion 
and the cash received for bills on the cour 
of directors were found deficient, mone 
was raised on loans, as will appear in the 
increase of the Indian debt.”—The Alder 
man here affirmed, that notwithstanding all 
assertions to the contrary, much ile greate 
part, if not all that debt, had been created 
by the trade. The exclusive system, ae 
cording to the honourable Director, em 
braced great political objects, it ought not 
therefore to be judged of on the narrow 
principles of a profit and loss trade; this 
the Alderman observed might possibly be 
rational doctrine, if the revenues were able 
to make good the deficiencies in trade ; but, 
had that been the case! on the contrary, 
the Indian debt had encreased as the com 
merce extended, nor had the hon. ex-chair 
man, the noblelord,the hon. general (Welles 
ly) nor the Director himself been able to 
show any solid capital on which the trade 
had been supported ; the fact was, a trate 
on money borrowed at Indian interest had 
ruined the Company; the Company; ashe 
had repeatedly asserted, never had an activ 
capital applicable to the purpose of com 
merce. He would state their capital: 
the united Company were incorporated 
in the year 1702, by an indenture betwee 
her majesty queen Aune and the two East 
India Companies, which had previously ex 
isted on separate establishments. In 1698 
the 10th of king Wiitiam, there had been 


raised for this purpose by subscription, it 
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_ Of which there had been lent 


“which from the first 


-$o that the capital was then - 


of his letter patent, on a capital of 
6,200,000L at 874 per cent, £,2,800,000 


_ to government at 8 per ‘ 
“cent. interest - - 2,000,000 


had also paid for dead: 


» stock under lord Godol- 


phin’saward - 400,000 


2,400,000 


eapitala deduction of = - 


So that the active capital amounted 
only to - - - 
To whicha fresh subscription was made 

in 1701 upon 800,000}. at 155 per 
cent. of 1,240,000 


400,000 


- 1,640,000 
‘But of this sum, there was lent to go- : 
-yernment the same 1,293,000 


So that the capital then remaining for 
trade was but - 

(At this ume interest was reduced to 
5 per cent.) 

In 1729, a douceur was paid to govern- 

= = = 200,000 


440,000 


Unless thercfore the trade had encreased 
_ their stock beyond ther dividends, 
the capital was reduced - - 240,000 
In 1741, they lent however to govern- 
thent, at 3 per cent. without any call 

on the proprietors: - 1,000,000 


‘which exceeded the funded subscrip- 


tion afloat - - - 60,000 
Atthis time their loan to government 


amounted to - - - - 4,200,000 


~ In 1750, the interest on this loan was 


reduced to 3 per cent. 
In 1789, a new subscription of one m L- 
- lion stock at 174 per cent. added to , 
_ the Company’s resources the sum of 1,740,000 
In 1795, tie capital becoming more in- 
efficient, 1,000,0C0l. of stock was 
added, thougin not all subscribed ull 
the year alier, and this produced + 2,627,295 


Upon this capital and the surplus revenues, 
had the Company conducted their compli- 
cated system of conquests-and commerce, 
with what success, the committee were now 
the jndges.—One source of loss, how- 


“ever, he ought to state, and that was the 


sale of three of the four millions which 


their necessities had compelled the Com-| 


pany to dispose of, at the market price, 
after the whole loan to government had 
been converted into Consols at 3 per cent. 
and the remainder, which was of no greater 
value than the Consols of the day, was still 
a resource, though at the decreased value 
he had before stated, in. examining the 
stock by computation. Upon such slender 
means had the machine been conducted ; 
how far they were adequate he would not 
“Vou, VIL. 
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detain the committee to enquire, but a re- 
ference to the aijnual balances of their stock 


| account. would, ina moment, shew the pro- 


gress of their affairs.—The ex-chairman 
had broadly admitied. the Company's pre- 
sent distress, and indeed to have denied the 
fact, would have been strangely inconsistent 


| with lis declarations in another place. The 


noble lord (Castlereagh) had also made a 
similar confession, but the prospect of a 
long peace in our proviaces, afforded, in 
their opinion, ample confidence in the re- 
sources of the Company to surmount its pre- 
sent <litiiculties. ‘The noble lord admitted that 
the India debt had afforded the capital for 
ils commerce; he had also corroborated the 
elaborate statementof the bon. general (Wei- 
lesley) for a peace establishment, in which 
he was able only to exhibit the hope of a 
saviag of 740,000L per ann. aad this without 
any allowance for the unliquidated arrears 


-of the war, the encreasing interest on the 
bond debt, or the funds constantly required 


for investment on the present footing; both 
however bad denied the insolvency of the 
Company, or that India was now more 
likely to become a hurthen, than a relief to 
the mother couatry. The noble Jord’s il- 
lustration of the grounds of this confidence, 
was in unison wiih the'declarations, so often 
officially mace by him and his predecessors 
in the board of controul. was only a 
stronger dose of that sweet nepenthe, an- 
nually distributed in their budget speeches, 
“ Lope travels on, nor quits us tillwe die.” 
The tate, however, of a certain other great 
monopoly, framed upow extravagant spe- 
culation, ought to be a warning to this 
country, as well as to the India Company. 
In a large building, betweeu Leadenhall- 
street and the Royal Exchange, was there 
not at this day an evidence of the country’s 
being compelled to pay a composition upon 
the capital, as well as the debts of a privi- 
leged corporation? The Mississipi bubble 
had ruined Frencl credit, and so wouldthe 
Scuth Sea project have ruined that of Eng- - 
land, had not government stepped forward 
with the public purse, to pay.a part of the 
corporate deficiency. But, the Company,. 
as was asserted by the noble lord aud the ex- 
chairman, and, after them by. the Director, 
who had just sat down, possessed ample 
resources to prevent ultimate loss to the 
state. They.had their claim of teu millions 
for, buildings aud fortifications this, the 
alderman said, he had completely, disposed 
of. Tie noble lord had indeed stated, that 
they were, it was true, 1,508,0V0!, deficient 
4] 
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of their capital, assuming all the items in 
the stock by computation to be valid; but 
admitling this fallacious statement, were 
they not still wilbout the capital for trade, 
or the means of raising one? If, however, 
-the cominiitee adopted his (the alderman’s) 
' deductions, this deficit would be found 
nearer 14,600,601 But the relief which 
the noble lord himself had suggested, suth- 
ciently proved what his own real opinion 
was of the Company’s situation—* We are 
inno danger of becoming burthensome to 
the state, or of calling for any fresh trading 
capital ;” only, says the noble lord, “ allow 


us to raise four or five millions by the sale of 


fresh created stock, and lend us seventeen 
millions more, to be raised on parliament- 
ary security, for our corporate use and be- 
nefit !” Sweet, indeed, and large must be 
the dose of nepenthe ; copious the opiate 


draught that would any longer lull the. 


house and the country into such dangerous 
security. Better far would it be, the al- 
derman observed, to go first into the com- 
mittee, which the noble lord now recom- 
mended ; for himself, he was persuaded, 
that the extent of. the disease was not yet 
discovered, and therefore no adequate re- 
medy could be applied till a fresh report 
was made to the house, upon a full inves- 
tigation of ali the branches of the India 
sysiem—a firm conviction in his mind of 
the magnitude of those embarrassments, 
and of the extreme difficulty of finding a 
remedy; and not any of the personal or 
party motives, which bad been again ascribed 
to himself; not any resentment for disap- 
pointed ambition, nor eavy at the Com- 
pauy’s power and influence, but a just sense 
of his duty, as a representative of the com- 
mons of England, and as one of the ma- 
gistrates of the first commercial city in the 
universe, the greatest that modern or an- 
eient times beheld; these were the stimuli 


which had urged him to enter thus largely | 


into the wide detail of the Company's 
affairs, and which would continue to sup- 
port him, in the further prosecution of the 
subject, next session, of which he had given 
notice in the house. 


Mr. Hudlestone in explanation said, it , 


was impossible for him to imagine where 
the worthy alderman had gotten the state- 
ment which he had made to the committee 
‘of the amount or value of the Company’s 
exports to fudia, or who had furnished it, 
but thet fortunately he (Mr. Hudlestone), 
happened to have brought with him to the 
house a document on that head, for the ac- 
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enracy of which he would pledge himself 
to the committee. Mr. Hudlestone accord. 
ingly read from that document, that the 
Company’s exports to India from the seq. 
son of 1797, to that of 1804, amounted to 
12,368,4621 giving an average of 1,546,050), 
in each year. 

Lord Castlereagh said, that the share he 
had borne, and the interest he must always 
continue to feel in the administration of 
India, made him desirous of troubling the 
committee with such observations as the 
course of the present debate, and the gene. 
ral state of the Company’s affairs at this pe. 
riod, suggesied.—1t was not necessary that 
he should detain them upon the detail of 
the accounts, which were the immediate sub- 
ject of the committee’s consideration. The 
different results had been very fairly and 
clearly opened by the noble lord, and so 
far as the statement related to the actual 
aecounts for the year 1803-4 abroad, and 
_ in estimate for 1804-5, he had the 
satisfaction of entirely concurring in the 
view his lordship had given of those ae- 
counts.—Owing certainly to no omission 
for which the noble lord could be respon- 
sible, but from the docaments not having 
been received in due course from India, 
the committee had only now before them 
what ought more properly to have consti- 
tuted the Budget of the preceding year, 
and had to regret that theinformation wasstill 
so much in arrear, as to deprive them of the 
means of forming any very precise judgmeut 
of the present state of the Company’s finan- 
ces.—Notwithstanding the defective nature 
of the materials, he was glad that the pre- 
sent discussion had taken place. It was 
not likely that gentlemen reasoning upon 
results that can only now be given on esti- 
mate, and drawing their inferences from 
combinations of accounts intricate in them- 
selves, and such as cannot be easily recon 
ciled in a single discussion of this nature, 
should frequently find it impossible to agree 
in any very precise conelusion. At the same 
time, the debate served to bring into view,and 
into discussion many leading points connect- 
ed with the management of this important 
concern, with sufficient accuracy, to be pro- 
ductive of practical advantagé to the ad- 
| ministration of Indian affairs. He had al- 
ways considered the publick service much 
indebted to those gentlemen who provoked 
_ enquiry and discussion upon Indian subjects, 
from an.intimate persuasion that it was at 
‘tended with beneticial consequences both 
abroad and at home. Under this impres; 
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sion of duty, he should state to the com- | Company? It is hardly. fair of gentlemen 


mittee his sentiments upon the leading points 


~ which’ had been adverted to in the course of 


should be taken thereupon, with a view of 
enabling the Company effectually to avail 
themselves of their general resources, in mect- 
ing the pressure of the heavy debt which had 
grown up abroad.—He could not but regret 
that in discussing the situation of the Com- 

any’s affairs, gentlemen so frequently neg- 
ected to take the obvious distinction 
(which they never failed to do as a matter of 
course, when speaking of our affairs at home) 
between a period of war and peace. When 


‘they ventured to speak of the insolvency of 


the Company, and attempted to prove it 
by a comparison of their annual means, in- 
dependent of loans, with their late expen- 
diture, it would be well they would con- 
‘sider, whether the insolvency of the govern- 
ment at home, or of any government in the 
world might not, in time of war, be estab- 
lished by the same mode of reasoning. It 
would be as untrue with respect to an in- 
dividual to bring forward a year of extra- 
ordinary outgoings as the measure of his ex- 
penditure, and to conclude him ruined, be- 
cause he could not meet such an extent of 
charge, without having recourse to loans.— 
Another mode in which it is attempted to 
establish this theory of insolveucy, is, to 
suppose the Company dissolved, and 


.called upon like any common banker, 


at a moment's warning, to pay, not only 
all just demands upon them, but also 
to repay themselves, their capital stock su!- 
scribed. It is then said, where are your 
means? can you turn your wealth into mo- 
ney? must not the Company acknowlege it- 
self bankrupt?—It is hardly necessary to 
observe on the absurdity of resembling a 
great body of this description, created for 
the double purpose of trade and govern- 
ment (in which capacity it was to be hoped, 
for the sake of the constitutional liberties of 
the country, they would in all times, under 
proper regulations, continue to endure) with . 
an ordinary trader ; but if this very inappropri- 
ate comparison is to be made, would pot 
a manufacturer, who had sunk much of his 
capital in machinery, not in itself of a de- 
scription to be easily turned into money, 
though productive to him of considerable 
annual profit, be as open to a sentence of 


bankruptcy, upon these principles, as the 


| who wish to throw open the Company's 
trade, or to carry forward any other specu- 
‘the present debate, and more particularly | lative ‘project with respect to India, to en- 
on the probable state of the Company's at- 
fairs at the winding up of the Indian war, | 


and the measures which he deemed it requisite | | 
a commercial body, whose credit, and con- 


deavour thus indirectly to attain their ends, 
by holding out to the publick exaggerated 
and gloomy representatioas of the atiairs of 


sequently whose interests. must, if these 
statements are believed, be thereby iuateri- 


-ally injured.—Bat, even upou the grounds 
| of their own reasoning, their conclusion may 


be disproved. ‘They set out by very uu- 
fairty considering the entire Indian debt as 
a sole and absolute charge upon the Com- 
pany’s funds, cistivet irom the territories, 
Now, assuming the day arrived when partia- 
ment should think fit to vest the govern- 
meat of [ndia in other lauds, can it be sup- 
posed that, upon an equitable settlement 
between the Public and the Co:npany, the 
latter upon the expiration of their charter, 
which may be considered in the nature of 
a lease for 21 years under the stale, would 
be ultimately saddled with these loans, so 
far as they have been contracted, not for 
any temporary or commercial interest of 
the Company, but for the permanent de- 
fence and security of those valuable posses- 
sions? It is obvious that an adjustment 
must be made on this head, the extent and 
nature of which must depend on a variety 
of considerations.—It is enough at present 
to point ont the fallacy, in any general ba- 
lance of the Company’s affairs, of consider- 
ing the Indian Debt as wiolly chargeable 
upon them, as a trading company.—But, 
even on this supposition, the result is not so 
discouraging, when the Assets, Dead Stock, 
and absolute rights of the Company, are 
set off against the Gross debts. 

India Debt, April 1804 - - °92,°36,207 
Debt in Europe, March 1805 - 6,012,196 


Total - £,28,548,403 
Capital Stock - - - - - - 7,780,000 


Total Debts - + £.36,328,103 


Assets in India, April 1804 - - 14,454,348 
Assets at Hame, March 1805 - 20,442,659 


£-34,895,002 


Debts, including Capital - - - 36,328,403 
Assets’ - = = $4,895,002 


Balance against - - - £.1,438,401 


This balance will certainly stand less fa- 


vourably, when the accounts are received, 
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bringing down the expences ahroad to 
April 1806, before which time the peace 
reductions could not begin materially to 
operate, and a considerable reduction must 
be made, though by no-meaus to the ex- 
tent gentlemen are disposed to push it, from 
the Assets for bad Debts and Demands on 
government not allowed ; but, on the other 
hand, the Company have a considerable 
claim on any final settlement for their 
Dead stock amounting to 9,994,208l. They 
would also still stand possessed, if the 
charter was terminated, of considerab!e 
revenues, arising from territories to which 
they long since became entitled, by grants 
and not by conquest. Of this description 
are Bombay, Fort St. George, Fort William, 


- with their dependant territories, St. Helena, 
the northern Circars, subject to a question, 


and other possessions, the annual revenues 
of which in 1793 were estimated at 520,0C 01. 
—Upon a mere balance then of their capi- 
tal wealth, compared with the claims upon 
them, after making all due deductions from 
the Assets for such claims as may be insol- 
vent, and striking off the proportion of 
debt that must in equity follow the territo- 
ries, and remain secured upon them till fi- 
nally liquidated, the balance of such an ac- 
count would, he had no doubt, leave the 
company in possession of ample means to 
discharge all demands upou them, including 
their Capital Stock.--But tle productive 
wealth of the Company ought to be measu- 
ted, not merely by thetr capita!, but by the 


- ordinary produce of the concern in years of 


In 1802, their'net proceeds arising 


rom Surplus Revenue and Protits of Trade 


were estimated at 1,500,0001. after defray- 
ing all charges, an estimate which, from 


subsequent experience, it appears would | 


have been felly realized, bad we remained 
at peace.—If we were, then, to look at this 
question 2s a mere matter of account, with- 


» out reference to the more enlarged func- 


tions the Company were intended to per- 
form, it -would be impossible to contend, 
upon any fair view of their wealth in point 
of capital, or upon their presumeable clear 
income in time of peace, even after their own 
immediate profits have been secured in the 


shape of dividends, that the Company can be’ 


considered in a state any thing approaching 


_ toinsolveney, however their affairs may at the 


present moment severely experience the pres- 
sure of war, and the extent and nature 


of their debt require, in sound policy, the 


most vigorous measures for its reduction.— 


, There were; 2 few other points that had 
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been touched upon in the course of thede. . 
bate, which he should wish to notice, before 
he proceeded to state what, in his conception, 
would be the state of the finances abroad 
at the winding up of the war, and the course 
which ought to be pursued for the effectual 
relief of the Company’s affairs. They might 
be classed under the following heads: Ist, 
The extent and nature of the Companys 
trade, whether profitable or not? 2ndly, 
Whether the commercial capital of the Coms 
pany had become insufficient for carrying 
ou their trade, and if so, from what sour. 
ces the extra funds had been supplied? 
3diy. Whether in the general management 
of the Company’s affairs for a period of 
years, India stood indebted to Europe, op 
Europe to India? and 4thly, as connected 
with, and arising out of the preceding points 
to what purposes, whether of commerce of 
government, the produce of the various 
loans made abroad since the renewal of the 
charter, had been applied !—And first, ag 
to their Commerce, he conceived an hon, 
alderman (Prinsep) in endeavouring to lead 
the attention of the committee to a collate- 
ral quesiion: viz. that of the Private Trade, 
one certainly of great moment in itself, but 
much too extensive in its bearings to be 
mixed with propriety or advantage in the 
present debate, had given not a very trueor 
candid picture of the Company’s commerce, 
cither as it related to their own immediate 
profits, or to its effects upon the manufac 
turing prosperity of the empire at home: 
Their trade, but more particularly that 
with the continent éf India, he bad deseri- 
bed as a losing commerce, in order to found 
upon this assumption the inference, that 
their monopoly ought to be put an end to, 
and their trade, at least with the continent 
of India, thrown open. That the trade either 
with India or China was carried on to @ 
loss, he must-be permitted to doubt. He 
held in his. hand an Account, prepared ab 
the India house, of tie clear profit on the 
prime cost of both the Indian and China 
investments for 15 years from 1787 to 
1801, both years inclusive. By this it 
appeared, that the average of profit om 
the Indian Investments for the period 
in question, was 221. 8s. 6d. per cent. 
for the whole period, and proportionably 
much higher in the later years since 
shipping system of the Company was open 
ed toa free and unrestrained competition. 
—The average Profit on the China Invest 
ment calculated upon the same principles and 


for the like period, is stated:to be 371. 148-4dé 
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per cent. The committee would observe 
that this was the profit upon the entire com- 
mercial transaction, from the dispatch of 
the goods or funds from hence till the return 
and sale of the investment, and that in or- 
der to determine how far the operation is 
commercially profitable, the above per cent- 
must be compared with the amount of 
capital employed and the extent of time 
which is required in the ordinary course of 
business to complete this revolution, which 
may be taken at about two years and a 
half upon an average, the return from In- 
dia being somewhat quicker than from 
China.—Another mode of looking at this 
question might be had recourse to, by refe- 
rence to an account then on the table, which 
he had himself moved for in 1803, viz. of 
thé actual annual Proceeds at home of the 
4 years ending in March 1802, which were 
on an average 366,0001. per annum, after 
ing all charges, in this account, previous 
to. the balance being struck, the dividends 
were included, which must be considered 
as in the nature of commercial profit, being 
in truth the return to the proprietors upon 
their capital stock employed in trade. This 
account, subject however to some adjust- 
ments, would go to prove the Company's 
commerce eminently productive; but be- 
fore we can consider this large annual sur- 


plus a clear commercial gain, in addition 


to the ten and a half per cent. the proprie- 
tors receive in dividends, we must first be 
satisfied, (and he would subsequently state 


his reasons for holding a different opinion), 


that no more capital was really employed 
in carrying on this trade, than that which 
was visibly assigned to this purpose ; name- 
ly, the Capital Stock, the company’s Bonds, 
and the other floating Securities for which 
an interest was paid. Whatever additional 
funds had actually found-their way into the 
commercial concern, must be considered as 
part of the capital employed, and the re- 
turn must provide for the interest of such 
funds, before the clear profit can be precisely 
ascertained.—It seemed, however, unjust to 
describe the Company's commerce as car- 
ried on at a loss. To what precise extent it 
might be profitable, after providing a libe- 


ral dividend to the proprietors, might be a. 


matter of more diilicult calculation, and 
must, like.all commercial results, be in its 


nature fluctuating ; but, in reasoning upon. 


this branch of the Company's affairs, the 
worthy alderman must: establish several 


preliminary facts, before he can expect to. 
persuade parliament that the commercial 
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existence of the Company is to be consider- 
ed merely on grounds of mercantile profit. 
He must be prepared to shew that indivi- 
duals would be as likely to carry on stea- . 
dily the commerce of India, under all the 
fluctuations to which such a trade is liable, 
where the outgoings are great, and the re- 
turns distant, as a great trading corpora- 
tion, He must be prepared to dispel the 


‘apprehensions which must be entertained 


with respect to the injurious influence on 
the prosperity of India, which may be the 
consequence of an unsteady and unequal 
demand for their produce, before he can 
expect to satisfy parliament that an inter- 
‘course, perfectly unrestrained, is preferable 
to that qualified intercourse, partly free 
and partly restricted, which now _ prevails. 
If he assumes, that individuals by using an 
inferior description of tonnage, could carry 
onthe trade at less expence, and conse~ 
‘quently at greater profit, he must be pre- 
pared to shew, that this is not merely by 
throwing the difference of the expence on 
the publick, by rendering numerous and 
expensive convoys requisite to protect their 
feeble vessels in time of war, whilst the 
Company’s ships, with a comparatively 
‘slight aid from our navy, are competent to 
protect each other, and to set the enemy's 
ships of war, even when in considerable 
force, at defiance. He must be prepared 
to shew, that such an establishment as that 
of the Company, could be kept up without 
the protection of a qualified monopoly; or 
that such a system is in itself unnecessary 
to the political existence of the Company, 
and the management of large territorial reve- 
nues, when: both in peace and in war 
Funds must be transferred through the me- 
dium of commerce from India to Europe 
and from Europe to India. He must alse 
shew, before he can establish that the inte- 
rest of the manufacturer at home is interest- 
ed in such a change; that individual specu- 
lators would be disposed to send out Bri-. 
tish manufactures, even at some loss, as the 
Company have frequently. done, or that 
there is any other limit to the amount of 
this description of Export,.on the part of 
the Compauy, than the utmost quantity the: 
Indian market can take;. off, which they: 
have not hitherto been able, with their 
most strenuous efforts and. some sacrifices, 
to-carry. beyond 2,000,000.a year. These, 
and many other important doubts must be 
solved, before. any satisfactory or sound. 


conclusion can;be come to, on. the great. 


practical question, to which ihe worthy 
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alderman, somewhat out of time, had been 
solicitous to point the attention of the com- 
mittee. With respect to his position, that 
_ the commercial capital of the Company, 
properly so called, has in progress of time 
become inadequate to its purpose, that an 
accession of funds has been found neces- 
sary, and that the requisite encrease has 
been supplied by loans raised abroad, he 
had the satisfaction to agree with the wor- 
thy alderman, though by no means to the 
extent of his statement. Where the worthy 
alderman found his principle, that it re- 
quired four capitals, or 24,000,000]. to 
carry on the Company’s trade, he knew 
not; certainly not from any thing he had 
ever said. He never had himself heard it 
before stated higher than two capitals and 
a half, or at the utmost three capitals ; but 
without being able to trace the precise ex- 
tent of the actual increase, he was persuad- 
’ ed that some considerable increase had 
taken place, partly from tracing the funds 
borrowed abroad to their probable destina- 
tion, partly from a general but intimate 
persuasion that the Capital itself, even with 
the increased amount of the Company’s 
floating securities, has gradually become un- 
equal to the extent of their commerce ; 
under the progressive increase ef charge at 
which from the effects of war and other 
causes it has latterly heen in common with 
all other operations necessarily conducted ; 
but still more from a detailed examination 
of the extent and situation of the funds 
themselves, as distributed throughout the 
various branches of their trade. If he was 
right in his general position, it could not 
well be disputed, indeed it would be ren- 
dered less doubtful from some statements 
which he should subsequently refer to, that 
the funds requisite for this purpose had 
been raised abroad, and so far disadvanta- 
geously from-the high rate of interest at 
which they were obtained, a practice which 
certainly nothing: but a case of extreme 


Recessity could ina commercial point of 


view justity.—This naturally led to the 3rd 
point of enquiry, which had been gone in- 
to at some length by his honourable friend 
the late chairman (Mr. Grant) and also by 
another hon. friend of his (sir A. Wellesley) 
viz. Whether upon the Balance of Funds 
passing between India and Europe for. a 
series of years back, India stood indebted 
to Europe, or Europe to India ? The former 
had stated the account between Europe on 
one side, and India and China on the 
ether, and upon three several periods of 


-PARL, DEBATES, 18, 1806.—India Budget. 


[1294 
years ; viz. of 15 years, of 10 years, and of 
7 years. From these statements the reguly 
was, that in the 15 years the accounts neag} 


balanced; on the 10 years the balance | 
was about 2,400,000]. in favour of India, | 
and upon the last 7 years, there was a bg. | 


lance the other way of about 536,000L,— 
The hon. general had taken somewhat a 
different view of the question. He had 
stated the same sort of balanced” account 
between India on one side and Europe and 
China on the other, from the commence 
ment of lord Wellesley’s government in 1798; 


in order to shew, that India had supplied | 


considerably more than she had received, 
and that down to April 1804 the increase 


of Assets, and the excess of her Suppliesto — 


Europe and China beyond the value receiy. 
ed, nearly balanced the extraordinary funds 
raised. ‘These two statements seem to lead 
to opposite conclusions. ‘The first to esta- 
blish an inference that the commercial 
treasury at home derived no aid of any 
consequence from abroad during the period 
in question, and the latter to establish a 
different inference. 
to the main practical question ; namely, for 
what purposes were the loans raised abroad, 
and to what have they in point of fact been 
applied? It could not be expected that in 
a discussion of this sort, any very precise 
analysisecould be given of so intricate an 
enquiry. He should, however, ‘state gene- 
rally his impression to the committee on 
that important: point.—The first obvious 
fact that attracted attention upon an inspecs 
tion of the Company's affairs, was the great 
increase of the Debts since the renewal of 
the charter : 


Indian Debt, April 1804 - - - 22,596,207 
1795 


Actual Increase 
Estimated Increase to April 1806, 
Total Increase 


Debt in Europe, March 1794 - 
1805- - 


7,006,500 
6,012,196 


Total Decrease 


Increase in India 
Decrease in Europe 


Net Increase £- 19,467,038, 


In considering to what purposes these 


Funds have been applied, it has already’ 


been stated that during the 4 years ending 


The two lead at once 


8,074,863 


20,461,342 
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jn 1802, no loss, but on the contrarya profit, . 
| ‘disbursed on account of government, and 


took place on the Company's trade. The 
same fact is corroborated on a more extend- 
ed period of years; viz. from 1795 to 1804 
by an acceurt now before parliament pre- 
sented in 1804,” by which the Surplus Pro- 
ceeds at home in the 10 years, amount to 
981,781]. From these documents it would 
appear, that no part of the produce of these 
Loans has been dissipated in the commercial 
transactions. of the Company. Whether they 
may not have been employed in certain 
branches of them, and been invested in 
goods or other articles for which a value 
remains, is 2 separate consideration, and 
will. be examined hereafter. ‘Neither is 
there any reason to suppose that any consi- 
derable proportion of the produce of these 
Loans have been sunk and expended on 
the defence and management of the terri- 
tories. By the accounts above alluded to, 
it appeared that the Revenues realized in 
10 years to April. 1803, 

Amounted to - - 
Actual 1803-4 

Estimate 1804-5 

Estimate 1805-6 


Revenue, 10 years - - - £.135,867,367 


- 94,756,281 
- 13,273,044 
- 13,558,509 
- 14,279,533 


‘The Charges abroad for the same period, 
‘including Interest of Debt, and deducting 
Expence of Bencoolen, St. Helena, and the 
other settlements extra the continent of 
India as being rather connected with the 
commercial than the territorial charges, 
were as follows : 

Ten Years to 1803. - 
Actual, 1808-4 - - 
Estiflate, 1804-5 - - 
Estimate, 1805-6 - - 


91,416,635 
14,748,872 
15,005,018 
16,664,672 
£. 137,835,192 
Tuterest paid to Commissioners of 
Sinking Fund - - -_- 


730,000 


Net Expenditure abroad - - 137,105,192 


Revenues, 13 years - - - - 135,867,367 
Charges, 13 years - - - - 137,105,192 


Deficiency - - - © - - £. 1,237,825 


During the above period certain expences 
immediately appertaining to the territories 
were paid in Europe, which ought to be 
added to the chiarges. They amounted, 
on an average of years, to about 300,000h 
per annum, or for the entire period 
3,900,000], Onthe other hand, the Reve- 
Ques are entitled to have credit for whatever 
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sums included in the Charges abroad were 


for which the Company either have or will 
receive payment with Indian interest there- 
upon, perhapsto the. amount of 3,500,000], 
—Upon the whole, it appeared, that during 
the period in question, which was one of 
nearly uninterrupted war, the territories 
had nearly maintained themselves, and con- 
sequently but a very small proportion of 
the sums raised by loans had been sunk in 
their defence.—Where, then, did the great 
mass of the 19,467,0381. Extraordinary 
Funds raised by loans since 1793, go? By 
referring to the Account of Assets abroad 
to April 1804, and March 1805 at home, 
it would appear that a very large increase 
had taken place in both since 1793. 

Assets in India, April 1804 - - 14,452,343 
Assets in Europe, March 1805 - 20,442,659 


34,895,002 


Assets in India, April 1793 - - 8,339,362 
Assets in Europe, March 1794 - 9,888,836 


18,228,198 


Assets 1804-5 
Assets, 1798-4 - - - - 


- 34,895,002 
18,228,198 


Total Increase - 16,666,804 


This sum was liable to be increased by 


whatever proportion of the funds expended 
in the two subsequent years, viz. previous 
to April 1806, to which the debts have 
been stated on estimate, had been yealized 
in the Assets. ‘The amount would probably 
be considerable, though inferior to the In- - 
crease of Debt within the period.—It then 
appeared, that an increase had taken place 
in the Assets since 1793, to an amount 
nearly corresponding to that which had 
been made to the debt. It was plain such 
an immense increase could not have grown 
up from the Commercial Profits. It was 
as clear, that during the period in question 
it could not have arisen from the Surplus 
Produce of the Revenues, absorbed as they 
had been by war: The only other possible 
source from which it could have arisen, was 
from the loans contracted within the period; 
with which in amount (without then inquix- 
ing how far it had been invested in a de- 
scription of value which could be realized 
or not) it in some degree corresponded.--- 
If, then, the greater proportion of the 
19,467,038]. added to the debt since 1793, 
was to be looked for in the Assets of the 
Company, it remained generally to be 
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ascertained how far those funds had been 
appropriated to purposes connected with 
the commercial or territorial interests of 
the Company. ‘That could only be done 
in a very general way, but he conceived 


cient precision for any practical 
purpose. He apprehended, that to neither 
of these sources could its application be 
exclusively traced, but to both in their res- 

ctive proportions. The Increase on the 
otha Assets was greatest. It amounted to 
10,553,8231., that on the Assets abroad to 
6,112,981.—If the committee would in- 
spect the items of which the Account of 
Assets consisted, they would perceive that 
of 20,442,6591. at home, with the excep- 
tion of what was stated to be due from 
government to the Company, the whole 
was strictly of a commercial description. 
The Charge against government within 
this period was stated at 4,460, 1921. which 
deducted from the increase of 10,553,823). 
seemed to leave the increase strictly com- 
mercial to -be 6,093,631.—If the Assets 
abroad, amounting to 14,452,343]. after 
deducting the securities in the bands of the 


commissioners were similarly analized, the | 


greater proportion would certainly be found 
to be connected with the management of 
the territories; but “still a considerable 
share must be referred to the commerce, 
viz. 


Export Goods - - - - - £- 1,022,007 
Import Goods - - - - 1,156,228 
Commercial Advances - - - - 2,131,172 
Stores, in part - - - - - - 2,061,593 


‘To which might be added some allowance 


for the share the trade might have in ren- 
dering large Balances of Cash necessary, in 
the various principal and subordinate trea- 
suries abroad for the convenient conduct 
thereof. Supposing the same proportion 
to prevail between the commercial and po- 
litical branches with respect tothe 6,112,981 


 fnerease in the foreign Assets since 1793, 


which is observable in the general account ; 
there would then be assignable within the 
period of increase, 


To Territories, about += - - - 4,112,981. 


Commerce, about - - 2,000,000 


£. 6,112,981 

If, then, to the increased Commercial Assets 
at home, viz. 6,093,631]. were added the 
proportion of the increased assets abroad, 
which might be deemed commercial, viz. 
2,000,000]. the whole commercial increase 
would be 8,093,0311. since 1793, which 
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might be taken to be about the proportigg 
of the Debt which had been contracted fo 
purposes directly or indirectly connected 
with the commerce, and to have been gra 
dually invested in a larger and more valua 
ble stock of goods and stores on hand both 
abroad and at home; in a commerce mon 
enlarged, as well as necessarily conducted 
at a considerably increased advance of capi 
tal ; and also ia an extension ofthe build 
ings and other establishments connected 
with this branch of the Company’s servieg, 
—Deducting the amount which appeared 
to have been thus realized in the Commen 
cial Assets from the gross Increase of Debt, 
there was some reason to presume that the 
residue had been raised and applied 
services either connected with the territorial 
government or the service of the stale | 
at home, 

Gross Increase of Debt since 


1793 £. 19,467,098 
8,093,681 


Remains - - - - = - = = 11,873,407 
Deduct Claims on Government + 4,460,199 
Remains - - - = - - - £.6,913,215 


The latter sum, liable to be increased by 
whatever proportion of the Claim on ge 
vernment is disallowed, may be deemed, 
upon grounds of general reasoning, the pro- 
portion of the Debt incurred since 1793 ae 
signable to the terriories, about 4,000,000 
of which may be found in the territorial 
assets abroad, having been invested partly 
in increased Cash Balainces, partly in larget 
sums floating between the presidencies, a 
well as between the sub-treasuries within 
each presidency, partly to advances to ne 
tive powers, or their creditors, as for m 
stance, the advance on account of the Car 
natic Debt, the Loan to the Guicowar, &, 
The advances on account of the publi, 
he did not consider as a debt belonging to § 
the territories, as the sum, when repai 

whatever it was, ought to discharge at 
equal amount of debt.—If this statemett 
were sufficient correct for the purpeses 

reasoning upon, of which he thought no 
doubt could well be entertained, howevet 
the detail might, on a closer inspection, be 
varied, two observations naturally suggested 
themselves which it was important to tf 
mark, not only with regard to the past but 
the future management of the Companys 
affairs: First, the extent of Debt which hed 
been contracted, and Secondly, that te 
entire increase had taken place abroad, 
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The obvious’ disadvantage of providing 


those extraordinary funds abroad, which 
either the political or commercial service of 
the Company might require, at an Interest 
nearly double that paid for money in Eu- 
rope, at first sight might seem to call in 
question the prudence with which the Com- 
pany’s affairs during that period had been 
conducted ; but, it.was due to the Court of 
Directors, and to those who then presided 
over the Indian administration, to state, 
that the most serious obstacles stood in the 
way of their raising any considerable sum 
in the market at home, nearly throughout 
the entire of that period. He dwelt the 
rather on this point, asit, in principle, con- 
nected itself immediately with the remedial 
measures hereafter to be recommended. 
With respect to the past, there was every 
reason to presume (to such a degree was the 
market at home preoccupied by the publick 
loans,) that the Company had then no other 
option but to borrow abroad. ‘The serious 
evil however of raising money at 10 and 
12 per cent. exclusive of a bonus to the 
subscribers, ought to suggest, for future 
consideration, if the requisite loans cannot, 
either in the whole or in part, be raised in 
time of war in Europe, and remitted to In- 
dia; whether the amount of the money bor- 
rowed abroad ought not to be kept down 
as much as possible, even at the inconveni- 
ence of some reduction of the usual extent 
ofthe investment. He was fully aware of 
the importance of giving at all times the 
utmost support to the industry and prospe- 
rity of India, by the purchase of its manu- 
factured produce ; and of the objections to 
any check being given to the full employ- 
ment of the company’s Shipping ; but, if the 


funds for both the commercial and politi- 
cal services cannot be found at such a pe- 
riod, on terms less ruinous, it was of the 
last importance that the amount raised by 
loans abroad, should be kept within the 
narrowest limits possible—He was aware 
that the extent of Extra Funds which he 
Was led to suppose had found their way 
into the commerce, more particularly in 
Europe since 1793, did not quite accord 
with the account of value transmitted to, 
and received from India during that period 
from wiich his hon. friend (Mr. Grant) had 
made his statement. He was not able to 
follow the items of the account.so far as to 
judge whether it gave India credit not only 
for its ordinary advances on account of 
Europe, viz. to Ceylon, to the navy, to the 
Company's. ships, &c, but also for the very 
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large advances on account of government, 
with interest due thereon, which had been 
a subject of enquiry and settlement in the 
course of last. session, or whether it gave 
credit for the ‘commercial charges abroad 
not added to theinvoices, and also for the 
funds remitted to Bencoolen, St. Helena, & c. 
which must be considered chiefly as com- 
mercial advances. It would require much 
pais and attention to reconcile these seve- 
ral accounts, and from the whole to deduce 
a consistent and satisfactory result. With 
this view, he was of opinion, that it would 
be desireable to charge a special committee 
sitting above stairs, with the task of inves- 
tigating and reporting upon the present 
state of the Company's finances in all its 
details. 1f such an enquiry was instituted, 
not with any hostile or indirect view of 
shaking the Company’s rights, or of inno- 
valing on their existing constitution, but 
with a sincere and candid desire to remove 
doubt, and to throw light on such points 
as were disputable in their financial system, 
he was persuaded the result would be 
highly advantageous to their general credit, 
and ibat a report coming from such autho- 
rity would go far to prevent the publick 
mind from being hereafier misled with res- 
pect to the true slate of the Company’s 
affairs.—He was the more desirous that 
such an euquiry should be instituted, as he 
did not conceive, upon any grounds less 
grave and satisfactory than an investigation 
before a committee of their own members, 
that parliament would feel itself authorized 
to lend its aid to the Company in carrying 
into effect those vigorous measures which 
could alone, in his judgment, afford an 
early, adequate, and effectual relief to their 
finances, the nature of which relief he 
should now lay before the committee ; first, 
however, shortly explaining the actual state 
of their affairs, as calling for and recom- 
mending such a measure.—The Company's 
Debt in April 1802, to whiclfdebt the plan 
of liquidation which he had_ the honour of 
opening to parliament in March 1803 was 
applied, amounted to 18,654,338 11. of which 
about 16,000,000]. bore interest. ‘The 
Debt up to April 1806 was estimated at 
28,500,0001. of which about 25,000,0001. 
might be considered as bearing interest. 
The annual Interest in the former period 
was 1,394,170]. In the latter, it would 
somewhat exceed 2,000,000]. The Sur- 
plus Revenue was estimated in March 1803. 
at 1,053,000, exclusive of 80,0001. interest. 
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accounts of 1802-3 the surplus, notwith- 
standing 500,000. additional charge occasi- 
oved by assembling towards the close of the 
year the armies on the-Mahratta frontier, 
~ amounted to 797,0001. which would have 
given a surplus of 1,297,0001. in that year, 
had this armament not taken place.—Cal- 
culating upon some further military reduc- 
tions then in contemplation, and about 
120,000]. a year which had since accrued 
to the revenue of Fort George from the 
fund antecedently appropriated to the Car- 
natic Creditors, had we remained on a peace 
establishment, the Surplus at this day, in- 
dependent of savings from reduction of in- 
terest, would probably not have fallen short 
of 1,500,C001. Out of this Surplus, the 
Charge of Interest on Debt since incurred, 
must be defrayed. Taking this at 700,0001. 
the surplus likely to be forth-coming upon 
our return to a peace establishment, might 
then be estimated at about 
This corresponded pretty nearly with the 
view which his hon. friend (sir A. Wellesley) 
had taken of this part of ihe subject; in 
which, after estimating the revenues from 
the late conquests and cessionsat 1,200,000). 
and the additional Charges of the same at 
nearly a like sum,. he reckoned upon an 
annual surplus of 700,0001. when all the 
reductions were completed, exclusive of the 
interest payable on debt redeemed amount- 
ing to about 250,0001.—It would certainly 
be too sanguine to estimate the Surplus, 
~ upon ihe most favourable hypothesis, at 
more than 1,000,0001 It would not be 
necessary to waste many arguments in order 
to satisfy the committee, that to coniend 
successfully against a debt of 28,000,0001. 
a more effective surplus is indispensable, 
and they must at once perceive that the 
Plan of Reduction which was framed in 
1§03 to meet a debt of 18,000,000]. must 
be comparatively feeble and inadequate as 
applied to thie. debt aigmented as it now is 
by ten millionS additional.—It was obvious, 
that the system of liquidation now to be 
pursued should be of a description to be 
rapidly operative in peace, else the Coni- 
pany, in case of an early recurrence of war, 
might be exposed to have its Surplus Re- 
venue absorbed in defraying the charge of) 
new loans, and thus find itself deprived 
upon a peace even of the existing means of 
liquidation.—The past intervals of peace 
since cur connection with India, have not 
been found suchas to justify us in being 
_ satisfied wilh paying off debt only at the 
rate intended: in 1803, when the gross 


amount of debt did not exceed 18,000,000), 
Under these circumstances, the natural re. 
medy and resource for the Company to 
look to, was, on the return of peace, to re: 
pair, with the least possible delay, the mis 
fortune of having been obliged to raise 
since 1793 all their loans abroad. For this 
purpose, he would recommend that not 
less than 20,000,000]. of the debt owing 
in India should be transferred to Europe, 
with as much rapidity as its transfer could 
be arranged, or funds remitted from hence 
for its liquidation. The immediate saving 
of interest on this transaction alone, would 
be nearly 4 per cent. at once adding about 
800,0001. a year ie the Company’s surplus, 
—Some gentlemen had spoken, with alarm 
of the proportion of the Indian debt, of 
which payment was demandable in Europe; 
ihe amount was stated to be 17,000,000), 
Ne believed the securities which gave an 
option to the holders to transfer their debts 
to Europe, might not fall short in the ag 
gregate of this sun, but from the terms of 
remittance to which they were entitled, the 
amount which would really come home, he 
believed, was not likely to exceed 7,000,0001, 
He was not, however, disposed to drawany 
consolation from this circumstance. He 
should deem it rather desixable that the 
Whole 17,000,000L should co ne home, a 
it would additionally impel the Company 
to meke drrangemenis for converting $0 
much of the Indian into a European debt, 
He was satisfied that they had the means 
of doing so with great advantage to their 
affairs; and if he was desirous of seeing 
this measure thus in some degree forced 
upon them, it was from an apprehension 
that, where the inconvenience was operating 
at a distance, men were always less disposed 
to make an effort out of the ordinary course 
of management, than when it was directly 
pressed upon their aitention.—The means 
of giving complete efiect to this plan, he 
admitied to depend in a great measure of 
the return of peace. During war, the Com 
pany could not, with the same advantage, 
add to their capital, ner could they, with 
out some inconvenience to the state, add 
materially to the amount of the loan, whielt 
the market was called on to supply for the 
public service. * To a certain extent he was 
however of opinion, even in war it should 
be attempted ; reserving till the peace the 
execution of the measure in its full extent 
~The amount of funds required for this 
conversion of debt was much beyond what 
the Company, without: great inconvenient 
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could obtain merely by an extension of 
their capital stock, as money thus raised 
was procured by: creating a debt in its na- 
ture not redeemable. He was of opinion 
that the sum to be raised in this manner, 
ought not very materially to exceed what 
the Company were at present entitled by 
law to borrow, namely, 2,000,0001. which 
being subscribed for at 2001. per cent. and 
upwards, that not being too high an esti- 
mate of its peace value, would produce 
above 4,000,001. sterling, The remaining 
16,000,000]. he should propose to borrow 
upon the security of the territorial revenues 
guaranteed by parliament, in such propor- 
tion as it might be required for remittance to 
India. Tlic money to be raised in the first 
instance like any other public loan, and 
paid over to parliamentary commission- 
ers, charged with its application to the 
reduction of the Indian debt, who should 
be authorized to receive the annual interest, 
togetlier with the ove per cent. sinking 
fund payable on account of the same, out 
of the Indian revenues, to be strictly set 
apart and paid over to them, or their or- 
der, in the precise order of payment, (that 
is, immediately after the Military Charges 
are provided for, and in preference to all 
other civil or commercial demands what- 
ever) which is now. by law provided in 
vour of the creditors of the Company.— 
This proposition might at first sight appear 
open to many objections, and seem to 
realize at once the prophecies of some gen- 
tlemen, that the distresses of the Company 
were become such as had at length com- 
pelled them to come to parliament for re- 
lief; but he denied, that it was at all open 
to such a comment any more than the sys- 
tem which had been acted upon uninter- 
ruptedly for the last ten years,with respect 
to the loans raised for the service of Ire- 
land, even before the union. The amount 
annually required being invariably compre- 
hended in the British loan for the year, was 
in the first instance secured upon the 
British consolidated fund. It was then 
paid over by the British to the Irisl trea- 
sury; the Irish treasury being bound to 
remit to the British treasury in each year, 
the Inierest and Sinking Fund, - till the 
whole capital thus created on account of 
land was paid off.—In proposing a simi- 
lar arrangement with respect to the Com- 
pany, the committee would hold in mind, 
that the proposition in no degree originated 
with the Company; that it was merely the 


suggestion of an individual, not founded 
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upon any existing failure of méans inthat 
body to meet, without the aid of parliament, 
every claim upon them, but offered fox con- 
sideration as a measure calculated without 
loss to the public.to add 800,COO0L. a year 
to the Company’s income, and thereby ob-. 
tain with more certainty for the public their 
amnual participation of 500,0001. to which 
in the event of an adequate surplus existing 
abroad, they are entitled.—It really ap- 
Page to him that the public were even 
nite interested than the Company in this. 
measure, as their prospect of participation 
would be thereby at once improved so » 
much, as to be placed nearly beyond the. 
reach of failure; whereas the dividends to 
the proprietors were already secured, but 
both the public and the Company would . 
largely feel the benefit of it, in the effect it 
would have in ameliorating the finances of 
an Empire in which they have a common 
interest, which is the only British possession 
that has never yet in war been a charge-on 
the mother country, except so far as. its 
naval protection is concerned, and which 
has ample means of sustaining itself, in all 
future wars, from its own resources, if 
wisely administered, and upon principles 
not less enlarged and liberal than those 
which have been already acted upon with 
respect to other leading branches of the 
empire.—-That the general inducements in 
the present case were notless strong, and 
the risks not greater thanam the precedent 
of Ireland, he thought might be successfully > 
contended. As to the extreme case of either 
Ireland or India being lost to the’ British 
crown, he thought it one not to he contem- 
plated in regulating one’s decision upon a 
financial question ofthis nature. Parliament 
had not formerly suffered such a conside- 
ration with respect to Ireland, nor would 
they now suffer it with respect to India, 
to divest them from au important aud 
beneficial measure of’generalspoiicy. Short. 
of the case of our absolute expulsion from 
India, it was impossible to call in question 
the nature of the security which the publick 
would haye for the regular discharge of 
these loans. They would have revenues 
in the first instance mortgaged to them, 
the produce of which was not less than 
14,279,000]. a year, out of which this” 
payment would be set apart, next in order 
after the military charges of the govern- 
ment, which in the most expensive year of 
war did not exceed 8,970,0001. ‘The 
charge for Interest and Sinking Pund, sup- 
pose on a loan of 16,000,0001. amounting 
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annually to less than 1,000,0001. would be 
received out ofa residue of above five mil- 
_ lions sterling. They would have not only 
the same security as the creditors of the 
Company have lent their money on, but the 
same security in fact much improved by 
there being 800,000). less to be paid out 
. of the same means. They would also have, 
if possible, better security than the publick 
had in the case of Ireland, as the large sums 
applicable in time of peace to the reducti 
of the Indian debt would in this case Ne: 
and above the ordinary sinking fund of 
one per cent. be payable to the commissi- 
oners, to be by them applied to the more 
rapid extinction of the capital created for 
the service of the Company.—It might be 
said, if the security. of the Company - was 
really as good as had been described, why 
was it necessary to come to parliament to 
negotiate aloan for them? why did not 
they at once raise it for themselves? The 
answer to this was, that the Company were 
notin the habit of borrowing in Europe to 
such an extent. Their security might be 
unexceptionable, yet individuals being un- 
_ able, amidst so much controversy as to 
the nature of it, to form a decisive opi- 
nion of their own, might be disinclined 
to lent them on the same advantage- 
ous terms as they would to the publick. 
Iu short, the same reasons for adopting the 
measure applied in this case, as did in the 
case of Ireland, and the publick had even 
a more direct interest than they had in 
that case to facilitate the execution of the 


® measure.—But the obtaining the money 


on more advantageous teims in the first 
instance was not the only benefit that 
would accrue from its being raised asa 
-publick loan. Being inciuded in the ge- 
neral mass of the Funded Debt, the capital 
would be redeemable at the precise value 
of the funds: at tlre time, whereas, were 
this sum funded in a three per cent. sepa- 
rate stock, although no corresponding ad- 
vantage in the original terms would proba- 
bly be allowed to the company by the 
subscribeis, the magnitude of thesinking 
fund applicable to its reduction WPpeace 
would force up the value of this particular 
stock to par much sooner than the other 
funds, and thus the Company would have 
to redeem it on much less favourable terms. 
—Whilst the advantages, then, were clearly 
in favour, pot only of the transfer of a 
large proportion of the debt to Europe, but 
also of its transfer in this mode, he did not 


see any solid grounds of objection which 
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could be urged on the part of the publick, 
to the proposition. Ireland was not ‘the 
only instance in which the credit of the 
publick had been interposed for the purpose 
of promoting and protecting the general 
prosperity. When the commercial ey 
of the country was embarrassed by temy 


| rary causes, parliament voted five millions 


of exchequer bills to be advanced by com. 
missioners to individuals upon security to: 
be approved by them. This measure re-, 
lieved the prevajing distress, and cost the: 
publick nothing.” Loans of the ‘same de- 
scription had been extended to sufferers 
the calamity of seasons in the West Indies, 
These seemed but two considerations in 
such a case to be weighed; first, whether 
the security was adequate, and secondly, 
whether the exigency, and the advantage 
likely to result, were such as justified an 
extraordinary interference? If the interest 
of the India Company was alone concerned, 
he thought parliament would have a very 
strong inducement to lend its aid to an 
arrangement by which the prosperity of so 
great a commercial body must be materi- 
ally promoted, But in the present instance: 
the publick were in truth themselves direct 
parties, not merely in the more limited pe- 
cuniary sense, as entitled to share. in thé 
surplus profits, but in the larger though: 
more remote view of the Company .being 
the instrument by which India was to be 
governed and preserved to the British: 
crown, in failure of whose resources the 
charge of defending those possessions must 
in fact fall on the state—The great object 
to look to in the management of the Com- 
pany’s finances, was, to have such a surplus 
in peace, as should make an_ effective pro- 
gress in reducing the debt. If the suggestion 
which had been made added at once. 
800,000. a year, to whatever the surplus 
might otherwise be, it was an augmentation 
of resource which, even inthe more extended 
scale of the publick finances, could not but 
be attended with the most important and 
beneficial consequences. Those who had 
looked at the Company’s finances with 
hope and confidence, as he had done, must 
feel disposed to promote a measure which 
was obvicusly calculated to accelerate and 
secure all the advantages which the publ 
had been taught to expect from them, am 
in which expectation they would not have 
been disappointed under any éther circum- 
stances than those of a continued War Exe 
penditure ; but those who had been led to 
form more gloomy conclusions, and to 
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“annually, they should come and state to the 


1941) 
themselves that India would yet 
prove a burthen to the publick, ought to 
be the more eager, by these means, to 
stpone at least the evil day; the saving 
to be effected by this transfer of debt being 
in itself sufficient, without adding to the 
ex 
borrow not less than from eight to ten 
millions, if the exigency of their affairs 
should require it, and consequently operate 
roportionably to defer any possible demand 
for direct aid from the publick.—The noble 
lord concluded by saying, that he thought 
it natural and proper that his majesty’s 
ministers should not be prepared till the 
actual accounts were received from India 
down tothe close of the Mabratta war, 
to submit any conclusive plan to parliament 
upon this subject. He trusted however it 


umed that the accounts which ought to 
have been before this time on the table, 
would arrive so as to admit of their being 
opened to parliament at the commencement 
of the next session. He should then hope 
that those immediately entrusted with the 
administration of India would be prepared 
to state the system upon which it was pro- 
posed to act., He trusted it would be one 
of energy proportioned to the necessity of 
rapidly reducing the debt abroad. He 
thought it ought to be preceded by a 
parliamentary enquiry. Whatever course his 
majesty’s ministers might, upon full com- 
munication with the court of directors, 
think fit to pursue, provided it was founded 
upon enlarged and operative principles, it 
should have his cordial support. He only 
deprecated postponing the necessary effort 
too long: if made in due time, the debt 
might be kept within bounds; if not, it 
might hereafter, under the accumulating 
expenditure of war, prove fatal to the pros- 
perity of the Company, and highly injurious 
to the general interests of the empire. 

Dr. Laurence said, he should not at- 
tempt to follow the noble lord through the 
long statement which the house had just 
heard, but there were some poiuts on which 
he wished to make a few short observations. 
mmpany could pay the 500,0001. 


house that they were capable of so doing. 
‘Phe noble lord (Castlereagh) had annually 
told the house, that the Company were in 
an absolute state of prosperity, and now he 
ventured to come forward with a proposi- 
tion for this country to relieve them by gua- 
ranteeing their loans! Mr. Duudas too, 
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g charges, to enable the Company to 


would not be long delayed. It was to be)| the government of the count 
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said, that it was more likely that India 
would come in aid of this country, than 
that she would become a burthen to her. All 
these fine predictions were however rever- 
sed, and there was now as decided a change 
as ever was known in this worid. This was 
the jet and issue of all the fallacies that had 
been stated to the house from year to year! 
Such, said the learned gent. were the state- 
meuts inadé in this little snug party! [only 

27 members were present], Themoble lord 
called upon ministers to institute an enquiry ;. 
but why did he not. make such an enquiry 
while he was in office? With respect to the 

question of exclusive trade; when that 
came before the house, the learned gent. 
said, he should look at it as a whole, and: 
not as the hon. alderman (Prinsep) had 

done. The house had lately been told, that. 
had been. 
guilty of a breach of faith towards the army, 

but yet we were not permitted to say that. 
the Company were in a state of insolvency. 

What was insolvency but an inability to pay: 
debts? And that he insisted, was the pre- 

sent state of the India Company. ‘The Dead 

Stock,*@yery stick and. stone had been put 

together, and set off against a debt that 

might come upon them at a day’s notice. 

In the name of common sense, how, could 

this be the case, unless there was@ defici- 
ency of the means of the Company? Some- 

thing must be done, he ventured to say, and 

that speedily. Whether what the nobie lord 

(Castlereagh) proposed, or whether what 

had been suggested by the hon. alderman, 

he did not say, but he could not put his 

trust in the noble lord, after the many. 
years fine prospects that had been heid out 

by hini. 

i. T. Jones said, that he concurred 
(notwithstanding his interrupting him as to 
putting questions) with the learned doctor 
in the opinion, that the Company ought to 
give some account of the payment of the six 
million charter-money due, which at best 
(as stated by him and another member Mr. 
Martin) was a sum suspended, and as such 
could not be done away with, and it 
amounted io a sum, which, if paid, would 
relieve the public from that grievous and. 
grinding tax, the Property Tax, which liad 
been increased in bitterness and oppression 
by the ungracious mode, per saltum, of 
laying it on. He had oftenskeard the late 
president of the board of controul (now 
lord Melville), state amidst his lavish praises 
of the Company’s affairs, (while the figures 
ivld a different story) the immense sums 
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which the mother couatry might soon expect 
from India. Has it ever come? Will it 
- ever come? Must not (for that is the ¢»:ad) 
the mother country bleedto suppoft her 
offspring? The learned doctor observes, 
this is a * snug party” to discuss topics in, 
a snug party of pleasure with all his heart, 
said the hon. member, but this was a dis- 
graceful party, twenty-seven members (alias 
creditors) met to adjust a.debt of nearer 40 
than 30 millions! and this he’ should prove 
on summing up. Where are his majesty’s 
ministers, said the hon. member? Where 
are the directors [one only present, Mr. 
Hudlestone |? Why do they not attend and 
‘assist the noble lord (Morpeth) in settling 
their own accounts? ‘The Company is in a 
state of insolvency, and the noble ex presi- 
dent (lord Castlereagh) says, he considers 
them in the view of wanting “ prompt and 
vigorous amelioration ;” so that he, what- 
ever he may think of his majesty’s ministers, 
certainly does not imagine the directors 
lay ona “bed of roses.” The noble lord 
says, he compares them to manufacturers in 
embarrassment, who give in a list of their 
assets, &c. So dol, said the hon. gent. ; 
but honest manufacturers labouring under 
misfortunes call their creditors together: for 
instanggy a coach-maker, who says “ Here, 
J am in@ bad way, take an inventory of 


all I have, barouches, landaus, gigs, tan- 
dems, telegraphs, &c. and come te some un- 
derstanding.” But have the directors of the 
East India Company done any such thing? 
The hon. member then proceeded to state, 
that lord Castlereagh Mein succeeded, 


during his presidency, irgetting a loan for 
some expedition. (Egypt) and on that had 
recommended an enquiry into their affairs, 
—It was a matter of. indifference, whether 
the debt was a commercial one or not. 
"The noble lord had insisted much on that 
advantage; but the hon. gent. observed, 
that it was partly commercial and partly 
military, cousisting of expensive staffs, and 
various expeditions as stated by him on the 
25th of June 1801, and since considerably 
increased ; and here he observed, that ever 
since the taking of Seringapatam, and the 
— wars and acquirements, India 
had gained in aggrandisement of territory, 
but had improved only in poverty. More- 
over, said the’ hon. member, to whom do 
these tonquestsbelong? to the government 
or to the country? The hon. gent. then 
quoted, in proof of his assertions, Mr. Al- 
derman Prinsep’s speech, who had given an 
historical account of the Company, and in 
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his asserting that they had always dealt jp. 
credit, Mr. Jones observed, that. hitherto 
he had supposed them. only as dealers jp 
tea, nankeen, &c. He appealed strongly 
to the house on the comparison which had 
been made between the India and Sopth 
Sea House. He agreed with the hop, 
dennan, that the East India Company were 
in a state of insolvency, as they could not 
go on? They must borrow ; they must die— 
“ die all, die nobly,” as in the Dramatist, 
die like demi Directors.”—Then to the 
hon. gent. (Mr. Grant) who would not prow 
ceed until he had asked a question as to 
the amount of the debt, Mr. Jones made 
this statement, 31,000,000. ; the granted 
debt 6,000,000]. Sub-judice, at best, 
2,672,4401. comprized in an account of 
above four millions with government, of 
ich only part. had been allowed to the 

‘ompany, and consequently this sum might | 
(as it was.so in fact) be added, making the 
debt of the Company nearer forty millions 
than thirty. The hon. member then en. 
phatically said, “ Ali that the grand de 
fender of the Company (Mr. Grant) can 
say is, that he thinks theirs “ an extricable 
case.” These are two very remarkable 
words, and all I shall say further is, I 
think (and I believe the world thinks with 
me) theirs—an inextricable case. 

Mr. W. Keene thought, that the exces. 
sive military charge of nearly 9 millious had 
caused the embarrassment of the Com. 
pany’s finances, and that prosperity might 
now fairly be anticipaied. 

Mr. Johnstone thouglit the prosperity of 
India was_ calculated on estimates neve 
be realized, and he thought it too much 
human patience to hear the arguments 
urged in their support. - 

Mr. Grant in answer to. Mr. alderman 
Prinsep said, that after having already en- 
gaged for some time the attention of the 
house, he would decline following the hon, 
gent. through all the details of his extraor 
dinary speech, which contained the most 
extravagant and most unfounded views of 
the Company’s affairs. It had little or no 
reference to the ultimate object of the dix 
cussion now carried on by the houge, which 
was the improvement of the Companys 
state; its aim was evidenily not the amend 
ment but the abolition of the whole of the 
present system of the Company, and indeed 
the Company itself. For this he had pressed 
into his service facts altogether irrelevant, 
and had employed thein in the most unfair 


and hostile manner, He was the professed 
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advocate of another system, that of enlarg- 
ing or rather entirely opening the Private 
Trade, a question not simply commercial, 
but involving one of the greatest state con- 
cerns which could engage the attention of 
arliament, namely, on what principles In- 
dia should continue to be held and governed 
by Great Britain. All that he had said re- 
specting the loss with which he alleged the 
Company carried on their trade, amounted 
to mere assertion, and was disproved by the 
statements he (Mr. Grant) had submitted to | 


thehousesS he Company's Profitshad,indeed, 


been diminished, but it was owing in part to 
the competition of the private traders, who 
had thereby injured both themselves and 
the Company. He liad equally failed in 
his attempt to shew that the Company tra- 
ded on a Revenue Capital. Nothing could 
be more loose and fallacious, than the data 


on which he endeavoured to support this 


idea. But the most surprizing of his asser- 
tions was, that the Company required 24 
millions sterling to carry on their trade, that 
is to say, according to him, 21 millions for 
active capital, and 3 millions for dead capi- 
tal. Whence did this enormous capital come? 
rss impossible for the hon. gent. him- 
self to maintain that it §vas derived from the 
revenue; the hon. gent. aflirmed that the 
Company possessed no property of their 
own—* that they had not a single shilling 
of their stock ;’—it was evident that their 
debts in England never amounted to any 
thing like this sums; how, then, was the ex- 
istence of such a capital to be accounted 
for? The fact was, such a capital did not 
exist. The investment of one year out and 
home, amounted on an average of 10 years 
ending with 1802-3, to little more than 5 
millions, and the trade did not require an 
investment of four successive years before 
the returns of the first year were ready to be 
employed again. Nor would the allowance. 
of 3 millions which the hon. gent. was plea 
sed to make for Dead Stock or déad ca- 
pital, added to all the circulating capital, 
bring the agéregate amount to nearly the 
sum of 24 millions. 
hon. gent.’s mode of stating things, th 
Dead Stock, which he had been pleased 
to reduce in value from 9,900,000l. to 
3,000,000]. must be taken at its full amount, 
because, whatever it may be worth, it ac- 
tually cost the Company the sum at which it 
‘stands, and therefore he oughtto compute the 
capital invested in their trade at 30,990,0001, 
instead of 24 millions. Mr. Grant supposed 
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Company in their commerce, independent of 
their floating credits by India Bonds, Bills 
of Exchange, and goods bought on time, 
might, on an augage of the 10 years before 
mentioned, be from 10 to 12 millions.. Of 
capital to this extefit, the hon. gent.’s own 
statement allowed the Company to be actu- 
ally possessed, although he was pleased to 


affirm that they had no resource for invest- _ 


ment ; they likewise still enjoyed the credits 
just noticed, although he had further affirs 
med, that their facylty of borrowing seemed 
completel% extinguished. It was the hon. 
gent.’s object to disparage the Company as 
an organ for carrying on the natioua! com- 
merce with India, and to extol the channel’ 
of the private trade in which he was person- 
ally interested; to supersede a tried and. 
steady channel which had answered its pur- 
pose for two centuries, and had contributed 
to raise the prosperity of the country, in 
order to favour another channel very uncer- 
tain in its extent or permanence, This was 
not the — enter into a question which 
could not bé*justly treated without taking 
acomprehensive view of many topics con- 
nected with it, but such vague and unwar- 
ranted assertions as the hon. gent. dealt in, 
could have no weight in settling this ques- 
tion. He had boasted of the greab Exports 
sent from this country to India when an ex- 
periment was allowed to be made by the 
private merchants. The fact was, the ex- 
periment did not increase the exports of 
the country, but only shifted them for that 
time from Company’s to private ships, whicly 
by sailing sooner, anticipated the exports 
the Company’s ships would otherwise have 
carried out.—The hon. gent. professed to 
give the history of the capital of the ludia 
Company ab ovo, and begun with the -year 
1698, in which, according to him, the first 
capital was founded. But, unfortunately 
for him, he he begun a century too late, 
‘the Co y, "as every body knew, having 
been firs® incorporated in 1600. The 
Company formed in 1698, was a second 
Company, the first still continuing, and an 


But, according to he instance very unhappily chosen by the hon. 


gent.; because that second Company was 
céiposed of merchants who envied the first, 
and the consequence was, that by the effect 
of rivalship and competition, raising the pri- 
ces upon each other in their purchases, and 
lowering them upon eachother in® their 
sales, they were both brought to the brink 
of ruin, and at length, for self preservation 
obliged in the course of a few years to co- 


that the capital actually employed by the | alesce, which produced the United East In- 
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dia Company, subsisting at this day. The | mind.—The Resolutions were then 
hon. gent. affected to consider the active | to, and the house having resumed, the Re. 
capital of the Company as at all times con- | port was ordered to be received on Mom 
temptible. The detached @ircumstances he | day.—Adjourned at one o'clock on Saturday 
mentioned to prove this strange assertion, | morning. 
did not at all establish it, and still less the 
annual amount of the Company's trade HOUSE OF LORDS. 
‘ which was the true question; but without 
entering minutely into this point, was it not Monday, July 21. 
universally known that the Company had| Orricers’ On the 
carried on their trade for a century and a half} third reading of the Militia Officer's Pay 
without any aid of capital from revenue or | bill, " 
government; that they had be@me great} The Earl of Radnor protested againstit 
by their trade, and had at lengyff acquired | as a bill that offered an insult and injuryty 
territory and dominion, chiefly by their own | the Militia, whilst it was at the same time 
“commercial resources? What more could | a breach of faith towards that valuable body 
be necessary to show that their means had | of men, it having been clearly declared by 
been equal to the production of great pros-| parliament that the pay of the Militia off. 
perity and power to themselves and the} cers should be equal to that of the officers 
state? It was with great injustice therefore, | of the line. He lamented that every party 
that the hon. gent. attempted to degrade | who came into power seemed inclined to 
their means, their profits, their solvency, or | give a blow to the Militia. The engage. 
their stability, by such rash and unwarranted | ments that had been entered into with the 
assertions as he had ventured t6Utter. They} Militia had now nearly all been broken; 
could have no weight with those who knew | the men had been taken out of the regi- 
or would examine the subject, but they | ments to serve in the line ; officers had been 
were nevertheless highly reprehensible as | appointed without the requisite landed qua 
used in that house, because it might be | lificationg; now the pay of the officers Wai 
supposed no member would use them with-} to be Féndered less than that of the line, and 
out some degree of authority, aud they| he supposed their rank would next be af 
were most of all reprehensible from such | fected. Me wished to speak against this 
persons as the hon. gent. who was fostered | measure in the strongest terms which his 
under the Company’s wing, and now turns | liberty of speech in parliament would allow; 
his influence against that body to whom he | and viewing it in the light he did, he felt 
entirely owes the fortune which introduced | it his duty to move, thatthe bill be read a 
him into notice in this country. second time this day three months. 
~ Mr. Alderman Prinsep concluded the| The Earl of Westmoreland also thought 
debate, by observing, that if the expressions | the bill a breach of faith towards the Mili- 
he had used, of which such heavy com-| tia, and was at a loss tu conceive on what 
plaints had just been gnade by the hon.| grounds it could be supported. On a fors 
ex-chairman (Mr. Grant), were felt to be | mer occasion, when discussing one of thé 
either disrespectful to the great body whose | military measures of his majesty’s ministers, 
affairs were now again under their annual | it had been said, do not take a measure 
investigation, or stronger than, the occasion jsingly, but look at the whole plan, and with 
called for, (and even in this casefthey could fais license he would take the liberty of ad- 
not justify the use of invective as a re-| verting to a bill for regulating the rank of 
ply where confutation was felt to be im-| volunteer officers, which either through his 
possible,) he trusted, that in the one case, | mistake, or the mistake of others, had passed 
allowance would be made for some degree |@hrough the house without his having’ an 
of provocation he had met with at the be- | opportunity of making any remark on it; 
ginning of the debate, ina fresh attempt to | a bill which he conceived calculated to give 
preclude him from expressing his sentiments offence to the volunteers, without any bene 
at all in the committee, and in the other | fit being likely to be derived from it. 
case, that the committee would think with Lord Grenville declared himself a warm 
him, that, feeling as he did, the importance | friend to the Militia, which he considered a 
of the facts, and of his deductions from | very valuable part of our military force; 
them, it became both his right and his | not only as affording a force for the defence 
duty, to enforce conviction, by the strongest | of the country in the hour of danger, but 
language that the subject suggested to bis | also as giving an. opportunity to gentle 
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ing that degree of military knowledge which 
would render them essentially useful in a 
crisis‘of public danger. . There was not the 
slightest intention on the part of his ma- 
jesty’s ministers to. give a blow or offer any 
insult to the militia ; nor could he conceive 
how this bill could, be so construed. He 
denied that there was any breach of faith: 
all that had formerly been declared by 
parliament was, that the officers of the mi- 
jitia'should receive the same pay as the 
officers of the line, that is to say, the pay 
which the latter then received; but it never 
could be contended, that from thence a 
prineiple was to arise, that the pay of the 
‘officets’ of the line was never to be aug- 
‘mented without, at the same time, angmeunt- 
ing, to an equal amount, the pay of the offi- 
cers of the niilitia! Itshould be recollected 
that the officers of the line made the mili- 
tary profession the business of their. lives, 
and were liable to many duties of service 
to which n. tia officers were not ; the latter 
besides, might pursue other avocations, at 
‘the same time continuing the exercise of 
their duties as military officers. He could 
not, therefore, conceive in what way the 
bill could operate as a hardship upon the 
latter. 

~ Lord Eldon objected that the bill was 
inconsistent with itself, inasmuch asit merely 
professed in its title to be a bill for regu- 
Jating the-pay of militia officers in England 
and Scotland, whilst in the body of the bili 
there were enactments applying to the 
yeomanry and volunteers of Treland. 

The Earl of Moira observed, that a 
trifling amendment would obviate the in- 
consistency of which the noble and learned 
Jord complained. He professed himself 
a warm friend to the militia, and, coinciding 
completely with the arguments urged by 
-his noble friend (lérd Grenville), he could 
not conceive in what way the bill could be 
considered as offering any insult to that 
Valuable part of our military force. He 
thought the lamentation of the noble ear! 
(Westmorland), thai he had missed,an op- 
portunity of debating the bill for regulating 
ithe,rank of voluuteer officers, was needless, 
every of the plans of miuisters as 
embodied .in the different measures brought 
up to that house had. been most amply 
discussed by noble tords on the other-side, 
‘who had) scarcely omitted any opportunity 


-of attdcking them. | With respect to. that | 
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men of landed’ property, “not:chusing to, bill, however, he would observe, that not 
enter into the regular military profession, of | only no offence was intended io the volun- 
evincing their zeal and spirit, and of obtain- ‘teers, but he was convinced that no offence 


could be taken by the volunteer officers, as 
they must feel that, from wat, of experi- 
ence in actual service, they were net com- 
petent to take the commaiid of field officers 
of the line and of large bodies of treops in 
the event of their beingiactually called out 
for the defence of the country. 

Far] Fitzwilliam likewise defended the 
bill, on grounds similar to those urged by 
lord Grenville andthe earl of Moira. , 

_ The Earl of Hardwicke objected to the 
bill; on the ground of the increase.of. pay 
not being extended. to captains in the 
tia, many of whom, he said, from baving 
been appointed without the qualification 
previously required, stood as much in need 
of an increase as any of the others to whom 
it had been extended. i 

Earl Spencer thought, if the not extend- 
ing the imerease to captains had the effect 
of bringing back the militia, in that respect, 
to its former prmciple, that of only having 
captains possessed of the lauded qualifica- 
tion before required, it would preduce a 
good effect. He defended the bill on the 
grounds before urged, and as to the rank 
of volunteer officers, he, as a volunteer field 
officer himself, considered that bill as a 
boon, and he bad no ‘doubt it would be 
generally considered by volunteer officers 
as a favour, as, with all that zeal and spirit 
which they would doubtless evince in the 
hour of danger, they could not, from want 
of experience, feel theniselves adequate’ to 
the command of large bedies of troops. 

The Duke of Jutland expressed his 
entire disapprobation of the bill, which. he 
conceived to be subversive of the coustitu- 
tion of the militia. 

The Lord Chancellor contended that 
the former declaration of the legislature, 
that the pay of the militia officers should 
be the same as that of the ne, could onl 
apply to the then pay of the regular army, 
and not to any future augmentation. Those 
noble lords who conceived that this aug- 
mentation ought to be extended equally to 
the militia, might.use thal-as argument 
agaiust the bill, but it cever tould be main- 
tained that the not-extending to that force 
an increase of pay, granted under special 
circumstances tothe regulars army, was sub- 
versive of the consiitution of the militia. 

Earl Camden..opposed ithe bill. He 
thought the ineasuzes brought forward by 
ministers were not éxuctly in univon with 
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their professions of regard for the militia and 
volunteers.—The house then divided on 
the question, that the word “now” stand 
part of the motion. For reading the bill a 
third time. Contents 13; Not-coutents 8. 
Majority 5. On our readmission, we 
found the Earl of Westmoréland on his legs, 
speaking on the question for reading t 
same Bill a third time. His lordship ex- 
pressed his disapprobation generally of the 
measures which had been brought forward 
by ministers, aud considered his own ho- 
vour-and character, as well as that of those 
with whem he recently acted, involved in 
his opposition. to them.—The bill was then 
tead a third time and passed. 

{Pusirc Harsours Briz.] On the 
question for gving into a committee on the 
Public Harbours bill. 

The Earl of Limeriek complained that a 
bill of this importance had been brought 
forward at so late a period of the session. 
It appeared to him likely to be mischievous 
in its operation, as it tended to prevent 
persons having property on the banks of 
_ navigable rivers, as far as the tide flowed, 

from making the least improvement on 
their estates without giving notice to the 
secretary of the Admiralty. The penalty 
for not giving this notice was 2001. and 
many persons might thus be entrapped 
without. being at all aware of the nature of 
the law. He thought it would in many 
cases be useless as to the interests of the 
patlic, and instanced the river Shannon, in 

reland, where the tide flowed a mile higher 
than vessels of any burden could come up, 
yet this bill would equally operate in that 
part of the river where it could not be of 
the least use. 

Lord Grenville said the bill had been 
brought forward as soon as the grievance to 
which it applied was known ; and it was a 
measure which he contended was highly 
necessary in order to preserve our public 
harboyrs and navigable rivers from obstruc- 
tions. Jt was merely required of the 'per- 
‘son making any embankment or other work 
in the situations mentioned, to send notice 
to the secretary of the Admiralty, which 
‘could be but a very trivial hardship. Many 
‘other rivers might be in the situation of the 
Shannon, where the tide flowed higher than 
‘vessels of any burden could navigate, but 
‘it was, notwithstanding, important to pre- 
‘vent obstructions in those parts of such ri- 
“vers, in order to prevent the navigable 
bara those rivers from being ultimately 
njured.——The bill then passed through the 


sommittee, and was reported. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


Monday, July 21.0 
On the motion of My 
Creevy,new writs were ordered for the eee. 
tion of a member for Seaford, in ‘the Toon 
of sir Richard Sullivan, deceased ; ‘for Bucks 
ingham, in the room of lord Proby, who 
had accepted the office of Steward of ‘the 
Chiltern Hundreds ; atid for Enniskillen, ig 
the room of Mr. King, who had accepted 
the Stewardship of the Hundred of Desbo. 
rough.—Mr. Perceval adverted to 4 noti¢e, 
which he had given some time since, of 
motion on the subject of thanks'to the me 
nagers of Impeachments. The vote of 
thanks before the judgment was given, ‘ia 
the case of lord Melville, strnck him as ex, 
tremely improper. He was still of the | 
same opinion, and he wished:by no means | 
to be considered as having abandoned hip | 
determination to submit.to the house-are 
solution for preventing the recurrence of 
such a practice. His only reason for nob 
having already brought forward this resoly | 
tion was, that he wished it to be unconnected 
with the consideration of any particular im 
peachment; and if he had brought it forward 
so soon after the impeachment of lord M 
ville, it would appear to be connected with 
that. He renewed his notice for the ‘next 
session.—Mr. Sheridan said it would’ be 
recollected, that the notice he had ona 
former day given of a motion relative to 
the crown lands, with a view to the improve- 
ment of the capital, was conditional. Oh 
communicating with his majesty’s ministets, 
he found that the noble lord at the head of 
the treasury, and another noble lord now 
absent (lord H. Petty), had turned their 
attention to the object he had in view, 
and had a plan which was apparently well 
calculated to effect it. He therefore begged 
to withdraw his notice, and'to give way ‘td 
persons by whom his wishes could’ be'best 


accomplished. 


[Barrack Asuses.] Mr. Robson rose 
pursuant to notice, to make a motion for 
papers on this subject. Since the ‘debate, 
said the hon. gent. which took ee lately 
upon India affairs, could not bring down 
ministers to the house, it was in vain to-ex- 
pect their attendance upon the ‘pr 
occasion. Although his majesty’s ministers, 
however, did not think proper to comte ‘to 
their places, he should think it no less his 
duty to speak plainly of them. He ‘bad 
upon all former occasions submitted plain 
and ‘simple motions to the consideration ‘of 
the house, which if they had chosen to 
agree to, they would have ‘been by >this 
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time in jon of the means of saving 
several hundreds of thousands of pounds of 
the public money. From the unaccount- 
able conduct of the present ministers, his 
motions had hitherto been rejected, although 
he had been told by the secretary at war 
the other day, that if he had divided the 
house upon his third motion upon this sub- 


_ ject, it would have been agreed to. Was 


this all the support which ministers thought 
it their duty to afford to the discovery and 
detection of abuses? He should still assert, 
that the motions which he had brought 
forward the other day were such as would 
have formed a key to discover all those 
abuses which he was convinced existed in 
the barrack department. The right hon, 
secretary at war had indeed placed him in 
very unpleasant predicament on Friday 
fast He had previously been told that he 
ought to wait till the report of the commis- 
sioners was presented. Although he was 
nerally very punctual in his attendance 
in the house, yet it so happened that on Fri- 
day last it was 20 minutes past 4 when he 
entered, and on his way he met the clerk 
coming out with the report which had been 
resented and ordered to be printed. He 
fed followed him up stairs in order to in- 
spect it, but returned in consequence of 
learning that the secretary at war intended 
to move for and present some papers. Find- 
inga deliberate of the report abso- 
lutely necessary for his purpose, he applied 
to the house to have the printing postponed 
to some future period ; this, however, could 
not be complied with, so that he was now 
in such a situation that he could not 
able to lay that plan upon the table which 

he originally wished, and which he had 


pledged himself to do. He should still how-. 


ever assert, that with the produce arising 
from a saving upon the canteens and ma- 
nure, he would engage to pay the whole 
expence of all the temporary barracks in 
England. He should now call upon the 
chancellor of the exchequer and the secre- 
tary at war to assign to him some reason 
why they did not consent to all his former 
motions, and support him to their utmost 
in his endeavours to provoke inquiry. He 
should warn these gentlemen, that ifin the 
space of 6 months hence matters remained 
as they now were, a great share of respon- 
sibility would fall upon them for their un- 

ardonable neglect. The secretary at war 
brad, upon the day alluded to, presented 
some papers, stating the rents of canteens, 
&c, but these did not answer his (Mr. Rob- 
son’s) purpose, He therein found only a 
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bare statement of the sum received by the 
late Barrack Master General, but he neither 
tound the particulars of expenditure, the 
period whea payments were made, nor the 
time comprehended in the whole of sych 
statement. He considered it therefore, as 
no account at alj. Wasit merely for the 
purpose of appearing consistent in their 
votes, that the house had granted such a 
document? The right hon. secretary must 
surely perceive that he had been only mov- 
ing for a thing in an imperfect state, which 
had been formerly moved for in a perfect 
one. In short, this paper by no means 
came near what he wished the house to be 
possessed of. What he wanted was a dis- 
tinct aud accurate statement of the canteens 
employed, and the produce of manure in 
each county. Itshould bea monthly state- 
ment, or such as every Barrack Master was 
bound to send weekly. For this purpose 
he begged leave to renew the motion he 
had formerly submitted to the consideration 
of the house upen this subject, which had 
been formerly rejected.—After some little 
debate as to the point of order, the motion 
was made in nearly the following terms, 
“ That there be laid before this house, ay 
account of money received, on the part of 
government, for dung, ashes, dust, straw, 
sweepings, or other things, being articles 
of manure; the name or names of the per- 
sons to, whom sold; the sum or sums re- 
ceived; the name or names of the persons 
through whose hands the said syms have 
been received, on the part of the public; 
the time when such sale ceased ; if so, stat- 
ing the cause of cessation; the number of 
non-commissioned officers and men, and the 
number of horses generally quartered or 
lodged at cach station respectively,” &c. 

he Secretary at War said, he did not, 
object to the motion, nor had he objected 
toany motion the hon. gent. had brought 
forward. At the same time, he thought it 
necessary to say, that the making out these. 
accounts would be attended with greatincon- 
venience, and a very heavy expence; for 
many additional clerks must be employed 
for the purpose ; and it was. for the house 
to consider whether they would authorise 
such an expence, after the hon. gent. had 
talked of throwing up the business, and it 
was not certain whether he was sincere in 
his intention to proceed with the inquiry, 


had not taken the course he had done, he. 
should himself have objected to the motion’ 
altogether, but now he certainly shoulé 


If his noble friend near him (lord H. Petty) 


not. 
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Mr. Robson said, he was aware that grant 
ing motions for papers was attended’ with 


‘some -expence, but all he had hitherto’ 


moved for, were comprised in two sheets 
‘and a half, and therefore he: could not 'be 
much reproached on that head at present. 
‘He assured the house, andthe right hon. 
secretary, he was sincere in his intention to 
proceed into the inquiry, and would be 
ready to’ begin to-morrow, for the more he 
-Jooked into it, the more he saw it’ was an 
absolute refinement on peculation, and 
could not be stopped too speedily ; and he 
wished only that he had one of those pecu- 
lators before an honest jury. The report 
of the military board he looked upon as a 
hash, seasoned up with the account of the 
one per cent. charged by General Delancey, 
by way of shewing thev had noticed some- 
thing at the outset; but they had begun at 
the wrong end. Instead of going back 13 
years, so far as the year 1793, they should 
have begun with the present abuses. If 
they had begun right, a report would now 


have been before the house, by which half’ 


a million might have been saved; and he 
was determined, the system of plunder 
which had been so long carried on, should 
not continue. Every hour that was lost, 


was an ‘injustice, and an injury to the pub- 
lic. He warned the Chancellor of the 


Exchequer, whom he now saw in his place, 
against neglecting to go into an immediate 
and bona fide inquiry, observing, that if 
he did so, he would have to answer to him 
in the next session for the loss of half a 
million of the public money. He had 
heard much of the talents of this broad 
bottomed administration. He wished to 
God he could persuade them to give up 
some of their enormous pensions and sine- 
cure places, and thus bring their talents of 

old and their talents of silver into'the ser- 
vice of the public. “Let them do this, and 
then he would allow them to talk of their 
sincerity. If ministers neglected enquiry, 
he' would tell them, they had not a leg to 
stand on. They might, perhaps, go on for 
a year or two, but it was impossible they 
should last longer. If economy was not the 
ordér of ‘the day, how long did ministers 
think that the country could goon? Would 
not extravagance force the people to accept 
dn insecure peace, which they did not wish 
present? What tlie public wanted 
was economy, and a strict inquiry into the 
public expenditure; and covered as they 
Were with taxes, how’ was it possible for 
them to have’an opinion ‘of’ that adminis- 
tration that did not follow up inquiry? 
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Admiral: Markham had declared: that! 
thirds of the money granted by: parliament 
would pay all the-expences of theon 
and.yet' as much as; ever was taken this 
year. ) This was: absolutely laughing at the 
people. Flow long, he would .werg 
Mr. Robson next moved : ‘ That ther 
be laid before the house, ‘a return: of ,the 
sales which have taken place at the several 
temporary barracks or buildings, ‘rented 
or hired by government, and used asibap 
racks, or as barrack storehouses; in ith 
whole of G. Britain. | That the said ret 
do embrace such’sales of the description 
aforesaid, that have’ been made betweeq | 
the Ist of Jan. 1793, and the 24th Joie, 
1806; and that it be ‘exhibited in nine 
columns in the order, and with ‘the’ titles 
following. viz; —1.'The name of the parish 
(or station) and the county ‘where each 
sale respectively was made ; the said nameg 
of the parishes (or stations) following each 
other iu due alphabetical order. 2. The 
date ofthe sale. 3. The name of the ang. 
tioneer, or person by whom. the sale was 
inade, and if the sale was a private ‘one, 
stating that circumstance. 4. The nameg 
of the purchasers, if less than. six in tune 
ber. 5 A general description of. the 
things sold. 6, The name of the barrack 
master, or other person, under whose im- 
mediate direction and superintendance the 
sale took place. 7. The gross amount of 
the sale, as credited to government, § 
The total amount of all sums expended by 
government in fitting up each building res 
pectively. 9. The number of men or 
horses usually quartered in each building 
respectively.” 
Mr. Secretary Windham observed, that: 
ministers were placed in a disagreeable 
situation by the hon. gent.’s motions, since 
he seemed to consider persous who might 
on any account object io them as wishing 
to protect abuses and peculations. But it 
must be from the most gratuitous love of. 
abuse, if ministers could object to the dise 
covery of abuses which took place under 
their predecessors. In this observation, 
however, he could not include himself, fot 
the present motion had some reference to 
him in an antecedent state. Here he could 
not but remark the inconsistency of the 
hon. gent. He had complained that all the; 
work of the commissioners of enquiry had- 
been retrospective, and had considered 
that as a most absurd way of proceeding, 


while he wanted to provide against present 
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-ofa wish to screen peculators. 


and future abuses. | He had also \dwelt on 
the expence of the Barrack “Department ; 
and yet, "notwithstanding all this, he- now 
proposed to’ go into a detail of all that had 
happened for the last-13 years, which must 
necessarily be attended with great ex- 
nce, aud would require the employment 
of ‘additional clerks. Now, the proper 
question was, would the motion, if agreed 
to, produce any thing aclequate to the ex- 
nence andinconvenience it would occasion ? 
All the items of an auctioneers paper, pots, 
pans, kettles, trenchers, and wooden bowls, 
were to be made up and laid before the 
house, and many other things of which it 
was probable no record or vestige now re- 
mained. The hon. gent. brought forth his 
motioiis as a sort of nostrum or -recipe, 
which was to cure existing abuses all at 
once: and, indeed, if he could produce 
sone little scheme of accounts of that kind, 
he would ‘do great service to the country. 
He‘had taken a very wide compass, and 
laid’a broad basis; but his objections to 
his motions arose from their probable in- 
éfficiericy, and he would not be terrified 
from opposing the present, by the reproach 
But he 
believed it would be a warning to the house 
to be cautious in assenting, not to judicious 
and necessary motions, but to such as would 
be tedious, troublesome, and expensive, 
without producing any adequate advantage. 
Mr. T. Jones said, he had no wish to 
give any opposition or annoyance to his 
majesty’s ministers. Ke had every wish to 
respect tlieir talents, to give them credit for 
the best intentions, and io be convinced it 
was by no means their wish knowingly to 


- countenance or to screen wanton exirava- 


gance or peculation: but really and truly, 
the system of peculation of Jaie years, in 
the department alluded to by his hon. friend 
(Mr. Robson) was so glaring, so horrid, 
and abominable, that he must say his hon. 
friend was justified in pressing his motion, 
with a view to establish some effectual and 
permanent check upon this glaring system 
of flagitious peculation. His majesty’s pre- 
sent ministers, had succeeded to power with 
the wishes and the warm approbation of 
the people, and certainly had’shewn every 
disposition to follow up enquiry into public 
abuses, and to render the public force for- 
inidable for the defence of the country 
against a ferocious enemy: but be could 
assure those ministers, with every deference 
for their talénts, that, without economy in 
the expendituse of the public money, with- 
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out the most’ rigorous vigilance in the dis- 
bursement of every pound, for the pubiic 
service, it would be in vain that they. pos- 
sessed talents; it would be. in vain that 
they rendered formidable their armies or 
their fleets, with a view to. our permanent 
safety. Economy in public, aud in private 
life, under the peculiar circumstances to 
which this country was now reducec, he 
considered as the cardinal virtue upon which 
turned all our hopes of ultimately surmouni- 
ing the dangers and embarrasments in which 
we were involved: it was to. our want, of 
this, that our ferocious enemy looked with 
eager hopes of his ultimate. success :in 
subduing us, more than to any opinion, of 
our want of a formidable force, and a mili- 
tary spirit of resistance. But, from the na- 
ture of some expenditures of late, it would 
seem as if his majesty’s ministers had be- 
lieved that a guinea was really worth more 
than twenty-one shillings: however, he 
could assure them, nothing but the most 
strict. economy and vigilance of the public 
expenditure would do. He thought it odd, 
that when a proposition was made with a 
view to investigate defalcations and pecula- 
tions in another department, which was a 
perfect mine of peculation, it should be re- 
sisted on the ground that it would cause 
an extra expence in clerks, pens, ink, and 
paper. The objection to the expence of 
these accounts, he thought came with a b 
grace from the ministers so soon after the 
Auditors bill which entailed great expences 
on the public, for little more than vominal 
appointments. He wished to see the sys- 
tem of economy general. Jt was pie, 
advantageous in public as in private con- 
cerns. Give us, said he, but economy, and 
a fig for Buonaparte ! ois” 
Sir William Elford, with every respect 
for the hon. member, obsérved, ihat if .he 
had been ihe first to discover the pecula- 
tion of which he new complained, and had 
come down to the house and founded upon 
his discovery a motion of enquiry, undoubt- 
ediy he would have deserved much popula- 
rity for his exertion. But, as this wus not 
the case, as the house had already iaken 
up the subject under the general head of 
military expenditures, aud as the commis- 
sioners appointed by the house had been 
actually for a year past occupied in the 
investigation, the hon..geut. im every en- 
deavour to add to his own popularity on 
this head, sought to detract from the merit 
of the commissioners, and of the house, by 
whom they were instituted, as well as very: 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 


* been extremely unwilling to resist any of 
fhe motions made by the hon. gent. for the 
papers he required on this subject, or to 
withhold any information which the hon, 
gent. or the house should think necessary ; 

’ but really the document for which he now 

“YWhoved was of a nature so very complicated 
and impracticable, on a range of 15 years, 
aswell as utterly useless towards the pro- 
fessed and leatting object of the hon. gent. 
that he was inclined to oppose this motion, 
seeing it to be of ne practical use. Hf the 
-hon. gent. had any objection to the mode 
of inquiry by conmuissioners, already adopt- 
éd by the house, and before whom the 
Subject of Barracks was laid, as well as all 
éther branches of the military expenditure, 
he ought to have conre down to the house, 
aiid moved for a repeal of the bill under 
which those commissioners were appointed, 
m order to substitute any other plan of 
inquiry he should think more eligible. For 
his own 


averse to the granting of such general and 


expensive motions. 
r. T. Jones said, that he had had the 
honour of seconding the motion of his hon. 
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consitterebly and unnecessarily to increase 
that expenditure of public money for which 
he professed so much of vigilant concern. 

Mr. Robson contended, that the same 
abuses were still going on in the same 
manner us before, and «as it seemed the 
commissioners could not conclude: their 
inquiries for three or four years, he would 
ask, was he, as a member of parliament, 
to sit still all that time, aid not attempt to 
check them? There should be in the Bar- 
tatk Office, a regular account of the sale 
of all the articles, the names of the items, 
amd the amount of what they respectively 
sold for ;-and it did not appear that the 
¢ominissioners had called for it. There 
was a clause in the act, that the commissi- 
oners need not, unless they saw reason for 
it, inquire iato any former abuses which 
did not still subsist, and thus the abuses 
escaped under this masking clause. The 
right hon. gent. (Mr. Windham) had talked 
to him of nostrums; all the nostrums he 
wanted, was to probe peculation to the 
Pwr and to apply to it such a remedy as 
should cure it for the future. Allhe wished 
for was inquiry; but he found by the pa- 
pers already presented, that the repetition 
of dittos, in many places were substituted 
for descriptions, as if there was a scarcity 
of pens, ink, and paper, in the office. 

Lord H. Petiy said, he had hitherto 


, he should in fature be more 


r 


friend (Mr. Robson) relative to the 19], 195, 
bill unpaid by government. That motigg, 
which was then refused by ministers, had 
done great good: had given rise to the 
commission of naval enquiry, and this mq 
tion which he new had the honour of second, 
ing, and which too was scouted by minis, 
ters, he would venture to say, would algg 
be attended with great benefit to the pub. 
lic.—The question was then put and the 
motion agreed to. 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuesday, July 22. 
{MinuTEs] The royal assent was gi 
by commission to the Consolidated Fond 
bill, the Lottery bill, the Royal Family An 
nuities bill, earl Nelson’s Annuity bill, lord 
Rodney’s Annuity bill, the Auditer’s bill, 
the Warehousing bill, the trish Postage bill, 
the Stage Coaclr bill, the Woods and Fo 
rests Regulation bill, the Windsor Forest 
bill, the London Additional Force Repeal 
bill, the Militia Officers Pay bill, the Publig 
Harbours bill, the Irish Hops bill, the 
Bankrupt Laws bill, and some other public 
and private bills. The commissioners wete 
the lord Chancellor, earl Spencer, and lord 
Walsingham.—The Customs Regulation 
bill, the Oak Bark bill, the Scotch For 
feited Estates bill, were read a third time, 
and passed.—In the appeal ‘ Henderson 
v. Ramsey,’ judgment was given, on the 
motion of the lord Chancellor, attrming 
the decree of the court of session. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, July 22. 
[MinuTeEs.] According to summons, 
delivered by the deputy gentleman usher 
of the black rod, the house proceeded to 
the house of Peers, and, on its return, the 
Speaker stated that the royal assent had 
been given by commission to several public 
aud private bilis.—On the motion of Mr 
Hobhouse, a new writ was ordered for the 
borough of Bodmin im Cornwall, in room 
of John Serjeant, esq. who has accepted 
the 6tlice of the steward of the 
Hundreds.- A message from the - Lords 
announced their lordships assent to the 
Crown Leases bill, the Customs Regulation 
bill, the Scotch Exchequer Chambers bill, 
the Scotch Forfeited Estates bill, the Scotch 
Canal bill, the Public Harbours Preserva- 
tion bill, the Grenada Loan bill, and the 


Bark bill. 


| 

| 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, July 23. 


INUTES.] The House met about 
three o'clock.—Mr. Johnson, from the 


office of the chief secretary for Ireland, | 


presented the third report of the commissi- 
ers of Inquiry in Iveland; which was 
ordered to lie on the table, and to be printed. 
The house was adjourned during pleasure, 
to robe. 
g Kine’sSPEEcH] About a quar- 
ter past three, the Lord “Chancellor, earl 
Fitzwilliam, and earl Spencer, took their 
seats ini their robes, ‘as tis majesty’s com- 
missioners. Mr. Quarme, the deputy usher 
of the black rod, was sent to the House of 
Commons, to require their attendance. 
~-@he Lord Chancetlor then, in his ma- 
jesty’s name, delivered the following speech : 
« My Lords and Gentlemen, 
« His majesty has commanded us to 
acquaiat you, that the state of the public 
business enables his majesty to close this 
session of parliament.—We are, at the 
same time, directed to express.to you the 
great’ satisfaction which his majesty has 
derived from your huremitting zeal and 
diligence, and from that attention to the 
most important interests of his empire, 
which has been so conspicuously manifested 
in all your proceedings.—The measures 
which have been adopted -fer the perma- 
nent improvement of the various branches of 
our military system, your attention to com- 
bine these arrangements with the great 
objects of public economy, and the regula- 
tions which you have established for the 
speedy and effectual audit of the public 
accounts, call for ‘his majesty’s particular 
ackyowledgments. 
“ Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 
“ We have .it in command from ‘his 
majesty to thank you for the provision 
which you have mate for the exigencies 
of the public service, particularly by raising 
within the year so very large a proportion 
of the necessary ‘supplies; a measure in 
itself highly advantageous, aad which must 


. Create; both at hoe and abroad, the most 


favoirable impression of our national re- 
sources, and of the spirit ‘which animates 
the British people. ¥ ou may be assured 
that the utmost attexition shall be paid to 


‘frugal administration of those’ supplies 
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which you have so liberally granted.—His 
majesty is particularly sensible of the fresh 
proof he has received of your affectionate 
attachment to him, in the provision which 
have made for enabling the younger 
hranclies of ‘his’ ‘royal family to meet the 
necessary expences of their station. 
My Lords, and Gentlemen, __ 
“ His majesty, being always anxious for 
the restoration of peace on just and honour- 


| able terms, is engaged in discussions with a 


view to the accomplishment of this most 
desirable end. ‘Their success must depend 
on corresponding disposition. on the part 
of the enemy, and in every event his nia- 


jesty looks with the fullest confidence. to 
the continuance of that uniom and public 
spirit among all ranks of'his people, which 
can alone give’ energy to ‘war and:security 


to 

His majesty’s commission «for prorogu- 
ing the parliament was then read at the ta- 
ble, the same noble lords sitting as commis- 

sioners. After which, 3; 

The Lord Chancellor said: . 
«« My Lords, and Gentlemen, 
“ By virtue of his majesty’s commision 
under the great seal, to.us and other lerds 
directed, and now read, we do, in his.majes- 
ty’s name, and in obedience to his com- 
mands, proregue this parliament to Thurs~ 
day, the 28th day of August next, to be 
then here holden, and this parliament is.ac- 
cordingly prorogued to Thursday the 28th 
day of August next.”—The speaker and:the 
commons withdrew from the bar, and the 
lords commnissioners retired from the house: 
HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Wednesday, July 23. 


{[Minures.] About -half past three; 
Mr. Quarme, the deputy usher of the black. 
rod, entered, and summoned the house to’ 
the house of peers, to hear the royal com- 
mission read for passing bills, and pro: 
roguing the parliament. The Speaker; 
with the whole. of the members - present, 
went up accordingly to the house of lords, 
and on his return, calling the members 
round the table, read to them.a copy of the. 
King’s Speech ; after which the members 
ended the fourth session 
of the second patliament of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britein aud Ireland. 


of 
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Bassed.ia,the Fourth Session of the Second 


»...,.Britain, dnd Ireland, and in the 46th Year of the Reign of his present Majesy, 


1. Anact to empower the Audi- 
tor of the Exchequer to constitute a trustee 
for the execution of the said office. in th 


casethereinmentiond. 


Feb. 12. LAS ary 
» 2. An:act for,continuing and granting to 
his majesty certain duties upon Malt, in 
Great Britain, for the service of the year 
1806... 


3. An act for continuing and granting to 
his majesty a duty on Pensions, Offices, 
and Personal Estates, in England; and 
certain duties on Sugar, Malt, Tobacco, and 
‘Snuff, in Great Britain, for the service of 
the year 1806.. 
4. An act to enable his majesty to grant 
a certain Annuity to lady viscountess Nel- 
son, in consideration of the eminent services 
performed by the late vice admiral lord 
‘viscount Nelson to his’ majesty and the 


public. 

Ps An act to enable his majesty to grant 
a certain’ ‘Annuity to’rear admiral sir R. 
Strachan, bart. in consideration of the emi- 
nent services which he has rendered to his 
majesty and the public., 

6. An act for raising the sum of five 
millions by Loans or Exchequer Bills, for 
the service of Great: Britain. for the year 
1806. 

March 22. : 

- 7. Anact'to indemnify such persons: in 
the United. Kingdom as “have omitted to 
qualify themsélves for Offices and Employ- 
ments; and for extending the times limited 
for those purposes respectively, until the 
25th day of December 1806, and .to per- 
mit such persons in Great Britain as have 
omitted to.make and file affidavits of the 
execution. of Indentures of clerks to, Attor- 
neys and Solicitors, to make and. file the 
same on or before the first day of Michael- 
Mas term 1806. 

8. An act for the regulation of his ma- 
jesty’s. Royal Marine Forces while on 
shore. 
9: Anact for allowing, until the signa- 


Parliament of the United Kingdom of Grbs 
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ture of preliminary articles of peace, vessels 
employed-in the Greenland Whale Fishery 
to.complete their full number of men a 
certain ports. 

, 10. An act for further continuing wn 
the 25th day of March 1807, an act passed in 
the 43rd year of his present majesty, for dis 
continuing certain drawbacks and bounties 
on the exportation of Sugar from Greit 
Britain, and for allowing other drawbacks 
and bounties in lieu thereof. ‘s 

“11. Anact tor allowing the exportation 
of Corn‘and other articles for the use of lis 
majesty’s forces and garrisons. 

12. An act'to continue several acts for 
‘granting certain rates gnd duties, and allow 
Ing’ certain. drawbacks and bounties, on 
goods, wares, and merchandise imported 
into and exported from Ireland ; and’ for 
granting a‘duty upon Malt and Spirits made 
and distilled’ in Ireland, until the 29th day 
of September 1806; and for granting cet 
tain inland Duties of Excise and Taxesin 
Ireland, until the 25th day of March 1807) 

13. An act for settling and securing 
certain Annuities on Cuthbert lord Colling, 
wood, and the several other persons therein 
described, in consideration of the signal and 
important service performed by the said 
Cuthbert lord Collingwood to his majesty 
and the public.» 

14. An act to continue, until the 25th 
‘day of March 1807, and toamend several 
acts for regulating the drawbacks and boup 
sg the exportation of Sugar from Ire 

and. 
15. An act for punishing Mutiny and 
Desertion ; and for the better Payment of 
the Army and their Quarters, within the 
United Kingdom, and the islands of Jersey, 
Guernsey, Alderney, Sark, and Man. . 

16. An act to continue until the fits 
day of June 1807, and amend an act passed 
in the 37th year of his present majesty, for 
carrying into execution the Treaty of Amily, 
Commerce, and Navigation, between his 
Majesty, and the United States, of America 

17. An act to permit, until the 25th day 


of March 1809,the exportation (o the United 


— 
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Kingdom, of Wool'fiom the British plan- 


18; Am act to continue, until the 25th 


‘day of March 1807, the operation of an 
act, passed in the last session’ of parliament, 
to suspend proceedings in actions, prosecu- 
tions, and proceedings, under certain acts 
relating to the Woollen Manufacture, and 
‘iso under an act of queen Elizabeth, 
‘so far as the same relates to certain persons 
employed’ or concerned in ‘the said manu- 
facture. 
-o7¥9, An act for defraving the Charge of 
‘the’Pay and Cloathing of the Militia in 
‘Gteat Britain for the. year 1806, 

20. Anact to continue, until the 25th 
‘day of March 1807, and amend so much of 
an-act made in the 39th and 40th years of 
his present majesty, as grants certain allow- 
ances to Adjutants and Serjeant-Majors of 
the Militia of England, disembodied under 
an act of the same session of parliament. 
1. An act for making allowances in cer- 
‘tain eases to Subaltern Officers of the Mili- 
tia in Great Britain, while disembodied. 
~ @2. An act for defraying, until the 25th 
‘day of March 1807, the charge of the Pay 
and Cloathing of the Militia of Ireland; 
for holding courts martial,on Serjeant Ma- 
jors, Serjeants, Corporals, and Drummers, 
‘for offences committed during the time 
such Militia: shall not be embodied ; and 
‘or making allowances in certain cases to 
Subaltern Officers of the said Militia during 


23. An act to-extend the provisions of 
an act passed in the 44th vear of the reign 
of his present majesty, for enabling subjects 
‘of Foreign States to enlist as, Soldiers in his 
majesty's service ; and to indemnify those 
who have advised his majesty to land such 
soldiers in this kingdom. 

24. An act for further continuing, until 
the 25th day of March 1808, an act made 
in the 33rd year of the reign of his present 
majesty, for rendering the payment of Cre- 
ditors more equal and expeditious in Scot- 
ne March 31. 

25. Act for raising the sum of 10,500,0001. 
‘by Loans or Exchequer Bills, for the ser- 
‘vice of Great Britain for the year 1806. 

96. An act’ for raising the sum of 
1,500,000]. by Loans or Exchequer Bills, 
‘for the service of Great Britain for the 

27. An act for continuing, until the 25th 
day of March 1811, so much of an act made 
“in the 16th years or his late ma- 
‘Jest ae ag to the landing of Rum or 
OL. 
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Spirits of the British sugar plantations before 
payment of the duties of excise. 

28. An act to continpe, until the 25th. 
day of March 1813, several laws relating to 
the Transportation of Felons and other 
Offenders to temporary places of confine- 
ment in England and Scotland. 

April 2. 

29, An act for reviving and continuing 
several laws of customs relating to the 
establishing Courts of Judicature in the 
island of Newfoundland ; and to the prohi- 
biting the exportation from, and permitting 
the importation to Great Britain, of Corn; 
and for allowing the importation of other 
articles of provision, without payment of 
duty, until the 25th day of March 1809; 
and for continuing several laws relating to 
the granting a Bounty upon certain spe- 
cies of British and Irish Linens exported 
from Great Britain, and taking off the du- 
ties on importation into Great Britain of 
Foreign Raw Linen Yarns made of Flax, 
to the granting a Bounty upon the impor’ 


‘tation into Great Britain-of Hemp, and- 


rough and undressed Flax from his majes- 
ty’s colonies in America ; and to the encou- 
ragement of the Greenla .d Whale Fishe- 
ries ; and for reviving and continuing seve- 
ral laws relating to the regulating the prices 
at which Corn and Grain may be exported 
from Great Britain to Irel nd, and from 
Ireland to Great Britain; and to the admis- 
sion to entry into Great Britain of Oil and 
Biubber of Newfoundland, taken by his 
majesty’s subjects carrying on the fishe 
from and residing in the said island; and 
for continuing an act of the 23rd year of 
his present majesty, for the more effectual 
encouragement of the manufactures of Flax 
and Cotton in Great Britain; and for re- 
viving and continuing several laws relating 
to the permitting the importation into Great 
Britain of Hides and other articles in fo- 
reign ships; and to the prohibiting the 
exportation from Ireland of Corn or Pota- 
toes, or other Provisions ; and to the per- 
mitting the importation into Ireland of 
Corn, Fish, and Provisions, without payment 
of duty, until the 25th day of March 1808; 
and for reviving and continuing an act 
passed in the Parliament of Ireland, in the 
25th year of his present majesty, for the 
encouragement of the Flaxen and Hempen 
Manufactures of Ireland, until the 25th 
day of March 1827 ; and for amending and 
further continuing an act made in the 7th-- 
ear of his present majesty, for the free 
importation into Great Britain of Cochineal 
and rast until the 25th day of March1 809. 
4 ay 
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April 


30. An act. to authorize. his, majesty, 
until the 25th day of March 1807, to make 
regulations respecting the Trade and Com- 
smerce to and from the Cape of Good 

Hope. 
day of March 1807, anact made in the 44th 


: year of his present majesty, for empowering 


is majesty to accept the services of such 
_parts. of his Militia Forces in Ireland as 
might voluntarily offer themselves to be 
employed in Great Britain. 
“$2, An act.to enable the commissioners 
‘of his majesty’s treasury of Ireland to issue 
Treasury Bills on the credit of such aids or 
supplies as have been or shall be granted 
‘by parliament for the service of Ireland for 


plicates of Treasury Bills lost or destroyed. 
|, $3. An act for raising the sum of 20 
omillions by ‘wav of Annuities. 
'. $4. Anact for further continuing, until 
‘the 25th day of March 1807, an act made 
in the 39th year of his present majesty, for 
the more effectual Encouragement of the 
British Fisheries. . 
35. An act to revive and amend so much 
of an act made in the 43rd year of his 
present majesty, for granting certain Stamp 


Duties in Ireland, as pits es for the ex- 


empting from the said duties, Bank Notes 
and Bank Post Bills issued by the governor 
and company of the bank of Ireland. 
36. An act to repeal so much of an act 
‘of the last session of parliament, as charges 
aduty of $s. upon certain Tenements or 
‘Dwelling Hoeses in Ireland. 
_ $7. Anact to declare the law with res- 
_pect to: Witnesses refusing to answer, 
_. $8. An act for repealing the several du- 
‘tics of customs upon Tea imported into 
“Great Britain, and granting a duty in lieu 
thereof; and for granting to his majesty 
additional duties of excise on Tea. 
39. An act for granting to his majesty, 
until 12 months after the ratification of a 
definitive treaty of peace, additional duties 
excise on and Snuff. 
’ 40, An act to enable his majesty to grant 
‘acertain Annuity to vice admiral sir J. T. 
‘Duckworth, knight of the most hon. order 
‘of the bath, in consideration of the eminent 
‘services. which he has rendered to his ma- 
Jjesty and the public. 
_., 41, An act for raising the sum of three 
nillions by Loans or Exchequer bills, for the 
‘service of Great Britain, for the year 


n act. to continue, until the 25th 


Anjact; for, granting to, his.maj 
during the present war, and. for. six 
after the expiration thereof, by. the ratifica, 


chandize, imported into and exported ff 
or brought or carried ‘coastwise. .. withia 
Great Britains 993.0% 

43. An act for granting to his majesty 
certain Stamp Duties on Appraisementsiand 
on Licenses to Appraisers, in, Great, Bri. 
tain. 

44. An act for carrying to the Consol 
cated Fund_of Great Britain, the duties. op 


44th years of his present majesty. 


May 23. 


money by way of Annuities or Debentures 
for the service of Ireland. ‘ii 

48. Anact for continwing an act made 
in this session of parliament, intituled, An 
act for punishing Mutiny and Desertion, 
and for the better Payment of the Army 
and their Quarters, within the United 
Kingdom, and the islands of Jersey, Guern- 
sey, Alderney, Sark, and Man. isan 

49, Anact for éncreasing the Salaries 
of the Judge of the Court of Admiralty in 
Scotiand, and of the Judges of the Commis- 
sary Court in Edinburgh. ' 


50. An act for extending the Annuity 


next persons to whom the title of viscount 
St. Vincent is limited. 


in the 43rd and 44th years respectively of 
his present majesty’s reign, for the raising 


the Defence of the Realm. 
52. Anact to prevent the Importation 
of Slaves, by any of his majesty’s subjects, 
into any islands, colonies, plantations, or 
territories belonging to any foreign sovereign 


| state or power; and also to render more 


effectual a certain order, made , by. his ma- 


Slaves (except in certain cases), into any of 
the settlements, islands, colonies, or. planta- 
tions on the Continent of America, or.ia 
the West Indies, which, have been surren- 
dered to his majesty’s arms during,the pre 
sent.war; and to prevent the, fitting out of 


foreign slave ships from British ports 


tion of adefinitive treaty of peace, addition) | 
Duties on certain. Goods, .Wares, and Mer. | 


Wine granted by two acts of the 43rd.and 


45..An act for the better regulation.of 


the office of Treasurer of the Ordnance... | 
the year 1806; and for making forth Du-| . : 


46. An. act for raising the sum. of | 
500,0001.. by Treasury Bills for the servige | 
of Ireland for the year 1306... | 
47, An act for raising a certain sum of 


granted to earl of St. Vincent, to, the two | 
51. An act to repeal several. acts passed 


and establishing an Additional, Force for | 


jesty in council on the 15th day, of August 
1805, for prohibiting.the Importation of 


| 
| | 
{ 
& | 
| 
| 
| 
} 


for: indemnifying all persons 
who liave been concerned in advising, issu- 
carrying’ into execution any order 


- pr orders»for permitting importation 


and exportation of certain goods and com: 
friodities in Foreign. Bottoms, into and out 
ofthis majestv’s West India islands, and the 
colonies, settlements, and territories, which 
have been conquered»by-his majesty’s arms. 
. $4 -Anact for the more speedy trial of 
Offences:tommitted in distant parts upon 
brit ps to 
55. Anact to provide forthe payment, 
atthe Bank: of Ireland, of the Interest on 
certain Debentures now’ payable at the Ex- 
chequer-of «Ireland; and also for altering 
the days of payment of the interest or divi- 
dends on certain annuities in [reland. 
$6-Amact: to:amend »an act of the last 
session! of »parliament for continuing and 
amending ‘several’ acts: for regulating and 
securing ‘the collection of the duties on 
in Ireland,and the 
arehousing of such spirits for exportation. 
Amact. to! amiénd an act made in 


the dast'session of parliament for the: col- | 


lectiom of the ‘Malt Duties in Ireland, and 
regulating: the trade of a Malster. 

58. An act for establishing certain regu- 
lations in’ the collection and management 
of hismajesty’s revenues of Customs, Excise, 
and Taxes, in Ireland: 

59. An ‘act to regulate the packing of 
Butter in Ireland for sale or exportation. 

« 60, Anvact for amending an act passed 
in Treland, in the 29th year of king George 
the: Second, intituled, An act for amending 
and making more effectual, the several laws 
relating to the First Fruits payable out of 
Ecclesiastical Benefices in this kingdom; 
and for the better regulation and _manage- 


’ ment of the charitable Bequest of Dr. Hugh 


Boulter, late lord archbishop of Armagh, 
for augmenting’ the maintenance of poor 
Clergy in this kingdom, so far only as relates 
to the said charitable bequest. 

An act to authorize certain public 
officers to send and receive Letters and 
Packets by the Post, free, from the duty of 


postage. 


13. 

: 62. An act for granting to his majesty, 
until the 29th day of September 1806, 
certain duties on the Importation, and to 
allow certain drawbacks and bounties on 
the Exportation of certain sorts of Iron, 
Sugar, and Tea into and from Ireland. 

, 63. An act to repeal several acts passed 
in the 43rd and 44th years of his present 
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majesty, for rafsing- and establishing “an 
Additional Force in ireland for the Defence 
64. An act to repeal the several duties 
under the eare of the commissioners for 
managing the duties upon stamped Vellum 
Parchmient, and Paper,.in: Ireland, and to 
grant new and additional duties in lieu 
thereof ; and to amend the laws relating ta 
the Stamp, Duties in Ireland, I 
- 65. Aniact for granting tohis majesty, 
during the present war, and until the sixth 
day of April next after. the: ratification of a 
Definitive Treaty of Peace, further additi- 
onal rates and duties im Great Britain on 
the rates and duties on profits arising from 
Property, Professions, Trades and Offices ; 
and for repealing an act passed in the 45th 
year of his present majesty, for repealing 
certain parts of an, act madein the 43rd 
year of his present majesty, for granting a 
contribution on the profits arising from 
property professions (rades and offices; and 
to consolidate and render more effectual 
the provisions for collecting the said duties. 
June 20. 
66. An act for punishing. Mutiny and 
Desertion; and for the better payment of 
the army and their quarters, 
67. Anact for granting to-his majesty 
certain duties upon Malt and Spirits made 
in Ireland. | + 
68. An act-to continue until the 24th 
day-of June 1307, and amend an act made 
in the last session of parliament, for appoint-, 
ing commissioners. to-enquire and.examine 
into any irregularities. and ,abuses which 
might have taken place in conducting and 
mauaging the paving, cleansing, and lighting 
the streets of Dublin. Se 
69. An act for making better Provision 
for Soldiers. 


J uly 3. 4 

70. An act to amend an act, made in 
the last session of parliament, for regulating; 
Licences for the sale of Spitituous Liquors, 
Wine, Beer, Ale, and Cyder, by. rétail in; 
Ireland. 220 

71. An act to amend several acts for 
the Encouragement of finding and working 
Mines. and Minerals within Ireland. +. 

An act for enabling his majesty 4o 
permit the Importation and Exportation, of 
certain goods and commodities into, and 
from, the port of Road Harbour, in the 
island of Tortola. | “4 

73. Anact for granting rates of postage 
on the conveyance of Letters and Packets 
to and from Gibraltar and the island of 
Malta. sat eaide 


iy, 
Cae 
nal | 
er. | i 
| | 
nd 
| | 
| | 
of | | 
| 
| 4 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| | 
| 


74, An act for permitting: Prussian Yarn 

to be imported in foreign ships, on payment 

ai the like duties as if ee fe in British 
1s. 

An act for the better ‘regulation of 
the office of Receiver General of the Du- 
ties of xcise in England. 

96. An act for the’ better regulation of 
the office of Receiver Géneral 0 the eteraer 
Duiics in England. 

27. An act’ for continuing the encou- 
ragement of persons making) discoveries 
for finding the Longitude’at Sea, or other 
useful discoveries and improvements in 
navigation, and for making experiments 
relating thereto; and for discharging certain 
debts incurred ' ry the commissioners of the 
longitude in carrying the acts relating thereto 
into execution. 

' 78. An act for’ granting to his majesty 
an addtional duty’ on ‘the amount of the 
duties under'the ‘management of the com- 
missioners for the affairs of taxes therein 
méntioned, 

19. Amact to’ an Agreement 
entered into betweén'the commissioners of 
his majesty’s treasury, and«the most noble 
Augustus Henry duke of Grafton, in  pur- 
suance of an Act of the: 43rd year of his 
majesty. 

80. An act to provide for the tore effec- 
tual Exauinat on of Accounts oi the Ex- 
divure of tiie Public in the West 

ndies, and for the better discovery of frauds 
and abuses therein. 

81° An act for better encouraging the 
manufacture of Thread Lace in 
Britain. 

¥2. 

82. An act abolishing Fees recuived 

by certain officers and other persons ‘en1- 
. ploved in the service of the customs, in 
the port of London; and for regulating the. 
attendance of officers ‘and: others so 
ployed. - 

83. An act for the better regulation of 
the office of Receiver General of the Post 
Office in England. 

84. (An act’to grant certain allowances 
_ out-of the duties, under the management 
of the -commissioners for the affairs of 
taxes, to persons in respect of the nuiiber 
of their children. 

85. An act for revivin; 
- watil the 25th day -of M 


and continuing 
y1813, ‘an ‘act 
made in the 43rd year of his‘present majesty, 


for regulating’ the’ manner in ‘which’ the 
United Company of Merchants of England 
trading to the East Indies shall hire an uke 
up Ships for their regular service. A 
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Atv act: for. enabling this: 
the Castle of 
Common Gaol, Castle Hill, -certaig 
land: ‘adjacent thereto, in. ithe ‘courity: of 
Norfolk, and for vesting the ‘in this 
majesty’s justices of the peace for the ‘sai 
county, for the ust: ‘thereof ; and or bh 
relating thereto, 

. An act more « effectually to regulate 
‘evilectian of ‘the duties» ‘Goods, 
Wares, and: Merchandize imported 
ported into or from Ireland ; and the. 
ment of bounties, ° ‘allowances, and draw. 

88. Anact toprov: ide forthdre plating nd 
securing the collection of the dutiés on:Spi 
rits distilled in Ireland, and the warehousing 

$9.) Amactfor andreas 
ing more effectual'the several acts) forthe 
purchase of buildings’and ‘farther improves 
ment of the strects) and places nearsta 
W estminster-hall, and) ‘the of 
parliament. 

90: An act to: enable his sane 
ally to:train and ‘exercise: a proportion 
his subjects’ in England, | under » certain 
regulations, and: more effectu ily to 
for the Defence of the Realm. 

91. Anact for the return of correct: ies 
of persons liable to serve in the Militias un 
der an act passed in the 42nd. year of jhis 
present majesty ; and to suspend the Ballot 
for the Militia in England for two yearsii 

92. An act to amend three acts, ‘made in 
the 35th, 41st, and 42nd years" 


| present majesty, relating to’ the conveyance 


of be and Packets by the:post, 
. An act to enable the lords: commis 
of his majesty’s treasury to »issue 


Fxchequer Biils, on the credit; of such 
aids or supplies as have been or) shall be 
granted by parliament for the bervice: cof 
Great Britain for the year 1806.55 

94.. Aw act to enable the commissionefs 
for executing the office of Lord High Trea 
surer of ireland, to contract for the purcliase 
of the duties of Prisage: and ‘Butlerage: 
Treland. 

95. An act for the more effectualigsnegiy 
lating and providitig for the relief of the 
Poor, and the management of dufirmaties 
Hospitals'in Irelands) 

96. An act to amend’ peiting 
the accounting for «money 


or fencing of Public 


in of Bridge, 


| 1 
| | 
f 
1 
| 
| 

| | 

} | 

| | 
i } 
| | 
| | 
| 
} | 
| | 
| | 

or 
| 


~ 


abt topermit the free interchange 
of every species of Grain, between Great 
Britain 
498s; act: for: making additional and 
further provisions for the effeciual perform: 
arice'of Quatantine in Great)Britain. 
99. An-act for allowing a bounty on the 
exportation of Oil.of Vitnol.made in Great 


Aw act to empower the commissi- 
oners-and governors of the royal hospital 
for seamen at Greenwich, in the county -of 


Kent, to: make «certain allowances, to old 


infirm, or wounded or disabled Officers in 
the Royal Navy, and:to provide a, Fund for 
the payment of ‘such allewances,., and, for 
the increase of: Pensions to disabled. seamen 
101. An act for: improving: the Funds 
of the Chest: at-Greenwich, and amending 
anvact passed in the 43rd.year. of his. pre- 
sent»majesty, relating to. the said chest... 
Amsact for’ repealing-the duties. of 
excise,on Stills used fur distilling or rectify- 
ing: Low! Wines or Spirits for, consumption 
in Scotland ;\on Worts or Wash made. for 
extracting-spirits; and-on Spirits ‘made for 
consumption in Scotland ; and for granting 
securing other duties in -thereof ; 


and: forsbetter secoring the duties on foreign 


spirits and on malt... 

day of August 1807, the importation of 
certain. Fish front Newfoundland, and the 
coast of Labrador,and for granting a Bounty 
104% ‘An act for -continuing, until the 
first day of August: 1807, an-act of the 
last session of parliament, for allowing, un- 
der certain restrictions, the bringing,a limit- 
ed: qiantity of Coals, Culm, or Cinders to 
London-and Westminster, by inland. navi- 


gation. 
105. An act. to: vest certain messuages, 


lands, tenements, and hereditaments, «in 


trustees, for better securing jhis, majesty’s 


Docks, Ships, and: Stores, at Portsmouth ; 


and for extending the lines and works: at 

- 106. An.act -to provide for the better 
execution of the several acts relating to the 
revenues, matters, and. tvings under the 
management: of the commissioners of cus- 


toms and — duties, and of the. commis- 


stoners: of: inland.excise and taxes in 
107. An act for rectifving mistakes .in 
the: names ,of the commissioners appointed 
by an act made in the last session of par- 


liament, intituled,.An act for; appointing 
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commissioners for putting into execution 
an: act of this session of parliament, for. 
continuing and granting to his majesty.a 
duty on. Pensions, Offices, and Personal 
Estates in England, and certain duties on 
Sugar, Malt, Tobacco, and Snuff, in Great 
Britain, for the service of.the year 1805; 
and an act made in the 38th year of his pre- 
sent.majesty, for an aid to his ma- 
jesty by a land tax, to be raised in Great 
Britain for the service of the year. 17983 
and for appointing other conmissioners, 
together with those named in the. first-men- 
tioned act, to. put in execution an. act of 
this session of parliament, for continuing 
and granting to his majesty a duty on Pen- 
sions, Offices and Personal Estates.in Eng 
land, and certain duties on Sugar, Malt, 
Tobacco, and Snu Great. Britain, for 
the service.of the year 1806, also the said 
act made in the 38th year of his. present 
majesty,; and for indemnitying such persons 
as have.acted as.cummissioners for ex¢- 
cuting the said acts. 

sti duly 21. 

108. An act for the relief of certain In- 

, 409. An.act. for reducing the bounty 
payable on the exportation of refined Sugar 
from, Great Britain, and. for allowing the 
like bounty on the exportation, of Sugar 
Candy, asis payable on refined Sugar. « 

110., An act, for granting during the con, 
tinuance of the present war, and until six 
months after the ratification of a definitive 
treaty of peace, an additional bounty on, the 
exportation. of the Silk Manufactures. of 
Great Britain. 

111. An act for authorizing his. majesty 
in,.council. to. allow, during the present 
war, and for six months after the ratification 
of.a definitive treaty of peace, the impor, 
tation and exportation of certain goods and 
commodities in Neutral Ships, into: and 
from his. majesty’s. territories. in the West 
Indies and continent of Scuth. America. 

112. An act, toamend the laws of excise 
so far.as relates to prosccutions for penal 
ties, to the counterfeiting the Stamps on™ 
the Wrappers of Paper,.and to the punish- 
ing persons guilty of perjury. 

113. An act. to permit for.and, during the 
continuance of the present war, French 


Great Britain in bottles or fasks, undercer- 

tain restrictions. 
114..Anact to amend .an act passed.in 

the last session of parliament, for increasing 


| Great Baitain to the West Indies. 


Wines to. be imported from tJreland into | 


the drawback on Linens exported from 


| 
| 

| | 
| | 

if | 
| | 

| | 

| 

| 

| 

| 


An act to!permit Raisins, Curraiits, tir ‘the’ Volunteer 
and Figs to from Greae 
duty free. 126. ‘An act for increasing’ the Rates gf 

(16, An act ‘to allow afticlés: to | 8ubsistence to’ be paid to 
be exported from: Gibraltar and Malta di- | others on' quartering soldiers.; 
rect to his majesty’s colonies ih North Amé- | 127. An aet’'to: amend and 
rica, in return for British’ American: Fish: | benefits of an act made in ithe S5th year of | 

‘117. -An act’ to permit» until “the: first | his present majesty,'to enable Petty Officers 
day of 1809, ‘importation ‘of Seamen, and Marines, serving in 
Masts, Yards, and Bowsprits, or of Timber | jesty’s'‘navy, to allot part of their. wages! or 
fit for naval purposes, from the British colo: pay for the ‘maintenance: of: wives'ang 
nies in North America, duty-free. ilies. 
118. An act to extend the time ‘for’ pur-| 128. provision: for 
chasing’ the legal Quays and Warehouses in | such Masters in Ordinary of the High. Court 
the port of London, and ‘for authorising the | of Chancery as from ‘age: or infirmity ‘shalt 
lords commissioners of his majesty’s treasury | be desirous of resigning their offices:with — 
to purchase Somers and Lygns Q Quays i in the the approbation of the ‘said court; and for 
said port. ‘ie snamepting the income of the masters in 

139." An act 'to prohibit for’ two year ordinary°of the saifcourts: 
after the conclusion of the’ present session | 129. \Arvact to provide: additional 
of parliament, any’ ships {6 Clear out: from to ‘the: present clerks in the office;of the | 
any port of Great Britain, the ‘coast ‘of | accountant general of the -high. court of 
Africa, for the purpose’ of taking on beard | chancery, and.to provide additional clerks 
Negroes, unless such ships shell have been | for ‘the said office, with salaries ; and’ to 
previously employed in the African trade, | make other payments: i bw tg" ‘of thel aid 
or contracted for, for that purpose, office. 

120.- An act to continue: several’ acts for 130. An act for. waking 
granting certain rates and duties, and allow- to the proprietors of such lands avd heredis 
ing certain drawbacks and bounties ‘of | taments'as have'beew purchased for better 
Goods, Wares; and’ Merchandize imported | securing his majesty’s Docks, Ships, ' and 
into and exported from Ireland, until the | Stores at Chatham, and .for the? use: of his 
bth day of July 1807; and several acts for majesty’s ordinance at Warley Common and 
granting duties upon Malt and Spirits made | Woolwich, in pursuance of an act made ia 
and distilled in Ireland, and for the better | the 44th year of his present majesty... 
collection and security of the revenues of} 131. An act for exonerating the estates 
customs and excise in Ireland, and for pre: | of Percival Lewis, esq. and Marianne Lewis; 
venting frauds therein, until "the 29th day | spinster, in the parish of Putney in the 
of September 1807; and to amend: several county of Surrey, from the. claims’ of ‘his 
of the said acts. majesty against the estate of Edward owe 

121. An act to repeal so nivtch of an act, esq. deceased. 
made in the Ist, year of king James the Se 132. An act for erecting a Light Hous 
cond, as prohibits the importation of on the Bell or Cape Rock, on the eastern | 
powder, arms, and utensils of war, Fath coast of Scotland, and for enabling the: coms 

lan missioners of the treasury to advance a cer. 

122. An act to revive wid amend an act | tain sum of money out of the ‘consolidated 
made ‘in the parliament of Ireland, for ena- fund of Great Britain, towards that pues 
bling the lord lieutenant to appoint com- July 22. 
missioners for enquiring into the several} © 133. An-act to amend. an act passed i ia 
funds and revenues granted for the purposes | the 42nd_ year of his present majesty, for 
ot Education, and into the state and condi- | consolidating the several acts — for - 
tions of all Schools in Ireland. Redemption and Sale of the Land-tax, and 
123. An act to amend several acts for | to' make further’ provision for exonerating 
the sale of his majesty’s Quit Rents, | small livings and charitable ineticntions toes 
‘Crown, and other Rents, and of certain | the land-tax.’ 
lands forfeited and undisposed of in Ireland. 154. An act to ovide for the socal 

124. An act.to enable his majesty to ac- | and expedition of the ‘conveyance of Let 
cept the services of Volunteers from the | ters by the post in Ireland. 

Militia of Ireland, under: certain restric- . 135. An act: to amend the laws relating 
tions, to Bankrupts* 

125. An act for regulating the rank of 186, An‘ act!to alter ‘and ‘amend: twe 


$ 

g 

a 

I 

‘ 

‘ 

| 


acts, made.imthe 28th; and 30th, years: of 

bis presentmajesty, for the number: 
be carried on t 

pee the conduct of the: 

the’ provisions. of 


e.outside of 
Coaches, or other Pasriggen and re~ 
ivers, and, 


amajest'y, for 

cles not therein mentioned, and to alter the 

condition of the bond directed to be given 

by.an act of the 24th year of his present 

majesty, by the masters and owners of wes- 

sels and. boats licensed by the lords of they 
admiralty. 

138. An act to repeal part of the excise 
countervailing duty on Lrish Hops imported; 
for granting an excise countervailing duty 
on the iniportation of Irish Window Glass ; 

«to exempt Tiles made for the purpose 
of draining lands from the duties of excise. » 

139. An act for altering and amending 
several lays relating to the duties of excise 
upon Malt, until the 25th day of ‘March, | 


140. An act to amend two acts, passed 
in the 42ncl year of his present majesty, re- 
lating to the: Militia of England and Scot- 


land respect ively as to the pay of the officers 


and men of tthe said militia. 

141. An act for making more effectual 
provision for the more speedy and regular 
examination and audit of the Publick Ac- 
counts of this kingdom. 

142. An act for the better regulation of 
the office of Surveyor General of Woods 
and Forests. 

143. An act for enquiring into the State 
of Windsor F orest, in the county of Berks, 
and for ascertaining the boundaries of the 
said forest, andl of the lands of the crown 
within the same. 7 

144. An act to repeal an act passed in 
the 44th year of his present majesty, inti- 
tuled, An act to alter, amend, and render 
more effectual an act, passed in the present 
session of parliament, intituled, * An act for 
establishing and. maintaining a permanent 
Additional Force for the defence of the 
realm, and to provide for augmenting his 
Majesty’s Regular Forces, and for the gra- 
dual reduction of the Militia of England, so 
pid as the same zelates to the city of Lon- 

145. An act for enabling his majesty to 


Anauities on certain branches of the 


oyal Family. 
146. An act for settling and securing a 


AUST. OF ACTS BASSED, 46-GEO. TH. 


fiozs 


heirs malt of his body, and such other per- 
sons to whom the title:of earl, Nelson may 
descend ;).and for granting.a sum, of money 
to purchase an estate to accompany the said 
title; and also, for granting asum of money 
for the use of the sisters of the late vice- 
admiral viscount Nelson; in consideration 
of the eminent and signal services perform- 
ed by the said late viscount Nelson to his 
majesty and the public. 

147. Anact to,enable his majesty to con- 
tinue a certain Annuity to George now lord 
Rodney, grandson of George Brydges lord 
Rodney, in consideration of the eminent 
serviées rendered to his majesty: and the 


‘| public by the said George Brydges lord 


Rodney. 

148. Act act for granting to his majesty 
a sum of money to be raised by Loiteries. 

149. Anact for granting to bis majesty a 
certain sum of money out of the Consoli- 
dated Fund of Great Britain for the year 
1806; and for further appropriating the 

tes in this session of parti 
ment, 
July 23. 

150. An act for the better regulation of 
the office of Receiver General of the Duties 
of Customs in Great Britain. 

151. An act to enable his majesty to 
grant new leases on former rents for the 
benefit of Charitable Insti:utions, or auz- 
mentation of Ecclesiastical Corporations. 

152. An act to stay, until 40 days after 
the commencement of the next session of 
parliament, proceedings in actions, prose- 
cutions, or informations under an act made 
in the second year of king James, the First, 
intituled, An act concerning Tanners, Cur- 
riers, Shoemakers, and other Artificers, oc- 
cupying the cutting of Leather, so far as re- 
lates to the buying of Oak Bark and rough 
Hides and Calves Skins in the Hair, 

153. An act for the preservation of the 
Public Harbours of the united kingdom. 

154. An act for taking down the present 
building in which the treasury chambers 
and offices of the court of exchequer in. 
Scotland were situated, and erecting new 
buildings in lieu thereof. 

155. Anagct for applying certain balances 
arising from the Forfeited Estates in Scot- 
land, towards making Canals, Harbours, 
and other public Works there. 

156. Anactfor appropriating certain Ba- 
lances arising from the Forfeited Estates in 
Scotland to the use of the British Fisheries 
and the erecting a Lunatic Asylum at Edin- 
burgh, and the payment of the officers of 


certain Annuity on the earl Nelson and the 


the late board of annexed estates in Scotland. 


| mm 
an acti made in the 43rd_year of his present | 
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made in the 39th and 40th year of his pre- 
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ing into execution the purposes’ of an ‘act 


‘An act for more ry 
‘ing into execution the purposes of ae 


imade in the'39th and 40th year of his pgg 


sent majesty, to give further time for the | sent majesty, to give further time-fory gp 


payment, on the conditions. therein men- 
tioned, of instalments on certain Loans ad- 
vanced to the house of Alexander Houstoun 
and Co. to Charles Ashwell, esq. and to 
William Johnstone, esq. being persons con- 
nected with and trading to the islands of 
Grenada and St. Vincent, so far as relates 
to the real and personal estates of William 
Mac Dowall, and Robert Houstoun Rae, in 


the West Indies and elsewhere, exept in 


Scotland. 


wakes wid 


‘payment, on ‘the conditions therein meq, . 
tioned, of instalments on certain Loa pgiag. | 
vanced to the house of Alexander Honjstoyp 
and Co, to Charles Ashwell, esq. and to 
William Johnstone, esq. being perso'as-con. 
nected with and trading to the islands of 
Grenada and St. Vincent, so~far ast relates 
to the real and personal estates of ‘William 
Mac Dowall, James Mac Dowall, and Ro. 


bert Housuton Rae, esqrs, in Scotland. 
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PARLIAMENTARY@PAPERS, 


of the Amount Exemptiofiiigranted fo igners, in respect of 
the Duty on Dividends, iu the various Funds of Great Britain, and on the Dividends 
of the East-India and South-Sea Companies ;~under the Property Tax;—in the 
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¥ A t of Amount of 
DESCRIPTION Capital Stoc DESCRIPTION * Capital Stock 
exempted claimed 
or by the Commissrs. P) . to be exempted 


; for the ween Ist Feb. 
STOCK. City of London. sT@Bx. 3d May 1806. 


_3-per Cent. Is 4,971,190 7 Cent. Consols 2,288,899 o” 


S-per Cent. uced - 839,598 2 3-per Cent! Reduced + 1,030,394 4 O 
Cent. 1726 - - 19,450 0 |'3-per Cent.1726 - - 32,489 10 0 
S-per Cent.1751 - - - 96,911 17 2 |\3-per Cent.1751 + - - 21,645 0 0 

3-per Cent. New So. Sea An- 3-per Cent. New So. Sea An- 
nuities - - = - - -| 195,391 0 puities» - - - + - -| 88,133 7 10 
S-per Cent. Old So, Sea An« 3 per Cent, Old Sea An- ‘ 
- + + 135,364 4 3 


9 
3 
0 
2 
0 

38,1001 3 \4-perCents.- - 124,555 11 10 
Q 
9 
1 
6 
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3-per Cent. Imperia 
607,188 19 5-per Cents. - = 32,013 4.0 


4-per Cents. - - 
-| 114,549 11 


5-per Cent, Navy 


5-per Cent. 1797 
Stock 
~Sea Stock 
3,794 1 © |\Long Annuities - -| 591 


Long Annuities - 4 
3,917 15 0. Short Annuities - J O 
| 8 


93,939 3 153,494 111 
612,040 14 
1,029,984 10 


8,906,511 11 


Short Annuities - 


The Special Commission pointed by the Act of 45 Geo. III. to check the Accounts of Divi- 
dends, having discov many Accounts in the Bank Books undischarged,iidid, in the begingjng of 
February last, ‘by virtue of that Act, requite Payment of the Duty, and in consequence have re- 
ceived notice of Claims of Exemptions, on Account of Foreign Stock, as in the Amounts in Pg 
second part of the Aécount above; which Accounts are coming in daily to adteat Amount. No 
emptions have yet been granted thereon. The Authority by which they were granted in theYear 1803, 

& determined by the Act of 45 Geo. ILI. and the Authority of the Speélal Commissioners, has no rela~ 
tion to the Wars 1803 and 1804. The reason assigned for not having Clpimeligpe Exemptions at the 
time, as comiunicated by the Agents, ispthat it was considered by them not f0 be necessary. Under 


these Circumstances, the ee of F “Stock lffible to Exemption cannot be ascertained be- 


Ke 


yond the Amount above sta 
Office for Taxes, Baane Bare. 
6th May 1806, g Horace Hayes. 
: Eowarp Mepows. 
Vil, Appendis. 


Witrram Lowspes. 
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i} PARL. ACCOUNTS. Income. [iw 


t Statement of the Puszic Great Britgi B Year ended 5th January, 1806. x} 


* The on Wine, granted under the Acts of 3d and 44¢heGeo. and made perpetual 
ty the 45thof His Majesty, Cap. 45. are included under the Head o War Taxes. N. VansiTrart. 
No/e.—The Appropriated Balances in the Exchequer, on 5th Jan. 1805, amounted to 10,253,35345s.5d, 

and on the.5th Jan. 1806, €910,790,442/. 6s. 1d. There was no unagpropriated Kalance.in the Ex- 
i chequer at either of the above-mentioned Periods. The Amount 6 Exchequer lills, Navy Bills, 
Bilis, issued for the Public Service between the 5th Jan and Shs 5th Jan, 
and not redeemed within that Period, was, in Exchequer Bills, £.25,8°9,400; in Navy and 
tualling Bills, 2,338,730/ 10s, 4d, a" in Transport Bills, 307,297/, 17s, 4d. 


Heads ot Revenue. “| Gross | Net Pop uce. [Paid into  Excheqr. 
Permanent and Annual Duties. s. An 
‘Scotian 477,094 16 44) 305,290 0 9 
Great Bri a] 7,192,889 15 114f 6,619,431 14 9 
Englar 15,137,096 14 04115,076,939 i 
Seotlana| 1,27 1,215,788 16 104] 914,500 
| ,352,885 10 103115,991,439 
Stamps - -- -- Englané 854,340 17 8 | 3,672,793 5 9 
a Seotla ‘ 269,186 511] 246,170 17 g 
Great Britain] 4,194,285' 12 103] 4,123,527 3 2 | 3,948,964 2 4 
Land and Assessed Taxes - -- 6,036,273 6 83] 5,410,425 
— Scotland] 196,630 10 1 | 2253505 12 741 135,462 6 § lef 
| at Britain} 6,106,920 10 102 5,545,887 15 
Post Office - Englane| 1,316,897 10° 0 | 1,087,737 19 0'| "948,976 12 
| Scotla 129,295 14 6 | 149,247 0 103] 108,093 7 & 
a Great Britain 1,446,073 4 6 | 1,257,004 19 L0¥] 1,057,000 0 9 | 
1s. in the £. on Pensions ? - - - Eng'ans 47,796 5 0: 50,018 10 4 46,131 0 ing 
and Salaries § - - - Scotland] 3,979 14 9: 3,814 1 11 3,814 veh Tn 
treat Britain) 15 3 953,832 12 if 49,945 0 
6d. in the £. on Pensions - - Engjan¢| 55,536 4 3 55,186 5 6 55,185 14 5h 
and Salaries § - - - Ggotland| 3,274 14 9:1 2,134 2,134 5 
Great Britain] 58,810.19 0.) 57,340 11 03] 57,340 | 
Hackney Coaches 23,761 13° 6 26,454 14 104 26,062 2° 0 
Hawkersand Pedlarg™ - - - - - - fo 8,444 9 93] 8,295 0 
‘Fotal Permanent and Annual Duties /38,835,%g4 15 10 _44/35,274,364 16 Me 
~- 
f Small Branch’s of Hereditary Revenue. Haniaper 2,000 0 
» Alienation Fines - - - - - *- 3 1,191 10 1 3,797 6 5 Mc 
Post Fines- - > ------- 78 17 10 12 
Seizures - - - 83,191 5 © 83,191 5 83,191 5 
5 Proffers - - - 678 2 0 678 2.9 678 2 I 
Crown Lands 59,269 8 3 966 13 4 
Extraordinary 
rCastoms - ---- - - - England) 2,460,752 15 0 | 2,435,944 19 16 6h 
Scotland} 198 be 2 9} 196,202 0 O4 153,410 0 0 
Great Britain) 2,659,229 15 9 | 2,652,147 19 104) 2,465,026 16 
| | *Exeise- - - -- ~*~ - Englane} 6,028,537 16 13] 5,958,754 4 8 | 5,938,600 0 0 
Scotland) $78,333 1 6 421,475 9 14 351,500 0 
reat — 6,406,870 1 Tye 6,560,229 13 6,290,100 0 0 
Property Tat - - - England} 4,345,850 4,231,253 12° 94] 4,931,253 12 9f 
4 | Scotiand| 150,299 1} 146,530 0- O| 146,930 0 0 
Great Brita) 4,496,142 3 11 | 4,377,583 12 94) 4,375,589 12 
i Arrears of home Duty -- --- 49,703 2 03 48,392 9 6 48,392 9 6 
Arrears of Taxes collected under the in 
i Aid and Contribution Act -= - - 1,038 4 1,010 17 33% 1,010 
| Lottery, Net Pyofif -.- -------- -| 982,187 10 360,048 3 7| 360,048 8 7 
i Monies paid o count of the Interest o! } D 
Loans raised for Service of lieland - 1,592,570 5 | 1,592,570 10 5 1,392,340 10 10 5 D 
On Accountof the O@Mmissioners, appoint- D 
ed "by Aét 35 Geo. HI. for Issuing Ex- 
cheqner Bills#for Grenada - - 234.000 0 954,000 0 & 
| Fees of Regulated Exchequer Offices - - - 63,2 2 4 63,220" 3S 4 63,22088 4 Cc 
Produce of sundry Magazines, &c. sold on ; : 
Account of Government - - - - - - - 60,244 19 1 60,244 19 60,244 19 
Monies paid on Aecount of the Surplus Re- Gh M 
venue of the Isle of Man - - - - - - - 21,303 19 5 3 1 21,303 19 5 
Imprest Money Re sundry Public 
Actountants 115,972 4 23 115,972 4 115,972 & P 
| Other Monies Paid to the Public 
+ > Loans - 55,081, 5 94 1,399,045 ‘15 109146,995,963 13 
Loans paid into the Excheqber, ‘including, 
th srvieg of Fretand -125,190,404 25.190,404 19 6495, 18604 19 
é Grand Total - 176 - 76;469,450 +494, 125 ,668 13 
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An Actount of the and Charges upon, the Consotiparé Ydar 


chiding the’ sth of April, 1806] distibguishing each Quarter. 

In the Quarters endéd Year éndea 


INCOME. [4th July, 1805.] 10th Oct. 1505 | Sth 1606. _oth April, 1806. Sth April, 180k 
lefinanent Taxes. . |7611718 19 64/7448141 0 il 6 6119848 & 54 
0 3008 0 0} 6300! fo 877760 65 
Taxes... - | 363952 10 741 200005 3 73} 598346 5% 9% 116557 13 
-onPersonalEstates}| 54769 3 2ta9s 2707S 16 
Income Duties... | 29663 14 64) 5792 10 10: 
Imarést,. Monies... | 76397 1 59839 16 16 2 | 


Taxes, An. 1798. S51 7 83 1601 5 il 8 4 

Brought from Money 

An.1789,onAcéount} | 


of Treasury Nomi-| ; 
nees . | 12193 10 3% 
Money paid by Messrs. 
Puge €o, for! 


| 467941 3 9 Mes 6 485686 9 5} s67649 16 10 | 1658741 16 2 


Money paid by Abm. r 
Account of Commis- gil. 


Bills, perAct 35 Géo,| 
48600 0 


0} 20000 0 0} #8000 0 195000 0 


£.13951292 11 2 9 4 99903685 8 
CHARGES, Sth July, 1805. Oct. 1805. Sth Jan. 1806: [5th April, Sth April, 1806 

created prior to the ©. + i 
_.dth Januaryg180S 1139792343 13 8516594212 IL 2 20729500 8 (92. 

Da, 146160 0 © | 165626 S| M6160 169526 "3 2°6 
Do, . | 227482 |.268039 14 204253 16 0 | 969737 13 3 

Do. . 1805. | 209832.19 0 | 114583 4 762455 11 179996. 7 04) 1259648 2 44° 
duct, of Public Debt}1213613 11 9 14 40 |¥291591 10311954091 $ 103], 4901472 14 4% 

List, ...., | 224500 0 0 | 224500 0 0 0 | 898000 0 O | 

ouper Act 44 150000 0 | 35000 0 O} 5000 0 15000 Oo 60000 0 0 . 

of Justice. .| 901119 3| 010} Fi9s0 7 3 | "M9074 16 6 59938 3 io 
Mint. .......] 5450 0 O| 2 OF 4650 M97 1F 6 15039413 

Incidental Charges | 5099 7 0| 5925 2 6} * 68% 0 6 196 19 6 
Pensions @..... | 70966 13 4 70356 0 g66091 13 68664 1 74) 276078 8 
Boyaties ..... | 48456 13 8 | HH 15000 0 6} 5328% 11 5 

_ Exchequer, ty ‘Wm. Rost 

~May 30th, 1 
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‘of Imports from 


tures Expo 


‘PARE. ACCOUN 


CCOUNT of the Value of all 


the East Indie 


the Value of British Produce a 


‘and China, froma the 
Manufactures. Expor 


and fn. 


RTS into, and all EXPORTS from Great Brita, 
ighteen Years, ending the 5th January 1806; disting bing each Year, and distinguishing the Val 
of all other Imports: And distinguishing™ 
from theValue of Foreign Articles Exported; 
, together with the Difference between the Official Value, and the Declared Value of British Produce 
in the Year 5th 1806. 


Official Value of Import from Official Value of 

East Indies British Produce} Merchandize Gierclioulies 

4 ion All other and Exported, xported, 
Manufactures - luding after deducting 
China. Parts. Exported. | Oveér-estimated | Over-estiimated 
Value on Coffee.) Vaiue on Coffee, 

huary - - 1789)] 3,453,897 0 0 14 573,272 0.0 1234719 il 4,747,518 0 0} 4,517,766 00 
Ditto 1790)! 3,362,545 0 0 | 14,458,557 0 oll 13,779,506 5,561,042 0 0} 5,379,965 09 
‘ Ditto & 1791} 3,149,870 O O | 15,981,015 O O}| 14,921,084 0 0} 5,199,037 0 0) 4,979,797 0 9 
Ditto ™ 1792} 3,698,713 0 0 | 15,971,069 0 0]| 16,810,018 0 0} 5,921,976 0 O| 5,670,412 09 
Ditto m4 2,701,547 0 | 16,957,810 0 18,336,851 0 0} 6,568,348 0 0} 6,129,998 y 9 
Ditto 3,499,023 0 0 | 15,757,693 0 0}| 13,892,268 0 0} 6,497,911 0 0 4,417 00 
Ditto — 1795,| 4.458.475 0 0 | 17,830,418 0 0}) 16,725,402 0 (| 10,022,680 0 0 6,043 00 
Ditto — 1796 | 5,760,810 0 0 | 16,976,079 0 16,338,213 0 0} 10,785,125 8,509,126 00 
“Ditto 1797 3,372,689 0 0 | 19,814,630 O 19,102,220 O 11,416,693 8,923,848 0 9 
Ditto 98 | 3,942,384 0 0 | 17,071,572 0 0]! 16,903,103 0 0] 12,015,907 0 O} 9,412,610 06 

Ditto 99 | 7,626,930 0 0 | 20,230,959 0 @}) 19,672,503 0 0} 13,919,274 0 0 10,617, 526 
itto — 1800 | 4,284,805 | 22,552,626 0 0}; 24,084,213 0 6) 11,907,116 0 0} 9,556,144 
Biro — 180 14,942,275 0 | 25,628,329 24,304,283 O 6] 18,847,735 0 0| 13,815,837 00 
— 180 424,441 0 0 | 27,371,115 0 0)| 25,699,809 16,601,892 0 0} 12, 00 
Ditto — 1803 | 5,794,906 0 0 | 25,647,412 0 0}| 26,993,129 0 0 19,197, 833 0 0} 14 a 0 
Ditto — 1804] 6,348,887 0 0 | 21,643,577 0 0}) 22,252,027 O 0} 11,540,359 0 0} 9,326,468.0 0 
Ditto — 1805 | 5,214,621 0 0 | 23,986,869 0 0}| 23,935,793 0 0} 13,532,306 0 0} 10,515,574 00 
a _ Ditto 1806, - 24,273,451 0 0 23,003,308 12,227,237 0 0} 9,950,508 0 0 
! ‘4 


Office, 


Custom-House, London, 
22d March, 1806. 


Note.—The real Value of British, 
ascertained under the Ad Valorem 
= ending the 5th January 1805, to £.40,349,642. 

in the Year ending the 5th January 1806, to £.41,068,942. 
Account of Imports from India and — for the last Year, cannot yet be aa cae 


jes, or computed at the Av 


Wirtram Javine. 


uce and Manufactures Exported in as far as the same can be 


Prices Current, in the 


An ACCOUNT of umber of VESSELS, with the Amount of theif E6nsacz, which have been Ans 
nually Built and Re red in the several Ports of the British Empire, 1 ween the 5th January 1804, | 
the 5th 1806. 


We 


“Ships. 


x 


ey the Year 1805 


being the Account | 
delivered Jast Year, 
and now corrected 


20th March 1806, 


T. E. W 


Copies of the Certificaté# of Registry granted at many of the Ports in the’Plantations, for the 


Year ending 5th January 1806, not being yet — the Vessels that may have been built at such 
_ Ports are not included in this Account. 


Customi-House, London, 
Office of the Register-General of Shipping, 


ILLovGHBY, 


Register-General of Shipping. 


= ‘Tons. 
~ 
| 
, 


‘PARL, ACCOUNTS.—Greart Barratn.—Public Expenditure. 
of the Puszic Expenpirure of Great Britain, for the Year ended 


T 


-_ Interest & Charges on the pershanent| 
Debt of Great Britain, Appx. (A.) 
The Interest on Exchequer Bills, (B.) 
The Civil Ligt, (C.) 
Courts of Justice - 
Mint 


5. 
27,485,384 18 7 

1,478,516 3 
058 000 0 
59,350 17 3 
14.686 10 6- 
278,281 0 4 
Sals. & Allowances | 25,282 9 
491,583 12 11 sty 
i 2 1,827,184 10 6 


i 


V. Civil Government of Scotland, (D.) -, 
VI. Other Payments in Anticipation, (E.) 
Bounties for Fisheries, Manufac- 

tures, Corn, &C, - 313,156 19 8} 
Pensions on the Heredit. Revenue 27,700 0 
Militia and Deserters Warrants, &c. - + 305.143 14 103 om ; 

646,000 14 7 


VII. Navy, (F.)—Salaries to the Offices... 94,000. 
ForWazes, Bounty, Flag- pay, Half- 

pay, and Pensions 2,329,830 

For Dock Yards, Building of Ships, 1 

Stores, Pilotage, | 6,491,428 

For Marine Service on Shore ....| 403,500 


9,318,758 Q 2% 
The Victualling Department’ .... - - - 3,894,773 11.3 
Sick and Wounded do... - - - 263,000 0 0 
Transport do. . for Transporis| 889,466 
For Prisoners of War in health 57,000 
Miscellaneous Services .... 44,000 


IX. Army, (H.)-—-Ordinary Services, viz. | 
For Regulars, Fenc. Milit. invalids, 
and Volunteer Corps 6;978,979 13 
_ Staff Officers & Offic. of Garrisons 4 ¥83,708 
Widows 26,000 
Chelsea Hospital 123,145 
Pay of Public Offices @aeneeeeeueer 63,223 


10,758,342 12 11 
Extraordinary Services (including Re- 
mittances by way of Subsidy) ....° 6,261,586 16 2 
X. Loans, Remittances, and Advances to 17,019,729 9 
other Countries, - - Ireland, (1.) .. 3, 2062 19 0 

XI. Miscellaneous Services, (K.) 
At > 2,566,091 19 6 
Abroad’ 279,626 8 5t 


2,845,728 7 11% 


173,799,609 14 
Deduct Loan, &c. for Ireland ° $,211,062 10 0 


£.*|79,588,547 4 02 


* This includes the Sum of £. 444,096. 4. 44. for Interest paid on Imperial Loans. 


Whitehcll, Treasury Chambers, 
24h March 1806. 


N.B. ‘The several Items under each head are stated in the Appendixes A, B, &¢. above referred tone 
which follow. 


App. Vol. vi. 


N. VANSITTART. 
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PARL.. ACCOUNTS.—Gareat Barrar—-Public Funded Debt. xe 


APPENDIX (A. 1.}—An Account of the Monies paid out of the Receipt of His: i 
Exchequer, in the Year ending the 5th Jan. 1806, towards satisfying the Charges of the 
Puszic Fuypep Deer of Great Britain and Lreland, and Imperial Loans ; distinguishing the 
Total Amount of the Sums applied for Interest, Charges of Management, Sums applicable to - 

~ the Reduction, and the usual Grants forthe same Purpose, 


an 


INTEREST. and for charges of Management, 
Terms of Years, 


“Permanent Funded Debt of Great Britain. ..|16,534,351 19 11] 1,571,031 19 250,755 Q 
Loans raised for the Service of Ireland ....| 1,015,957 19 6 38,595 16 8 15,428 10 8 
Imperial Loans 208,568 3 6} 230,000 0 0 5,728 0 10% 


17,758,678 2 11| 1,839,697 16° 03] 
1,839,627 16 


Towards the Reduction of the Public Debt; 
viz. s. d, 
Annual Issue by 26G. rrr. 1,000,000 0 0 
Ditto........ 42 do.... 200,000 00 
Anauities for Terms of Years 
expired, prior to 5th July,” 
_ Annuities for Liveson which 
the Nominees are certified 
to have died prier to Sth 
July 1802, or that have been , 
unclaimed for 3 Years .,.. . 49,742 10 7 
Interest on Debt of Gr-Brit. 
redeemed - 2,794,153 17 & 
Ditto - do 70,460 10 6 
16,710 16 6 
_ Annuity at £.1 per ceat.on 
Part of Capitals created 
since 5th Jan. 1795 ...... 5,404,238 18 Of © 
7,615,167 93| Exchequer, 6th March 1806. 


W. ROSE HAWORTH. 


18 


APPENDIX (A. 2.)—An Account of the Total Amount of the Sums actually received by the 
Commisstoners for the Reduction of the Natironat Dent, in the Year ending 5th Jan, 1806. 


On Account of GREAT BRITAIN, £ 
Exchequer Anns. 99 & 96 years, which terms have expired.....] 54,880 14 6 
Unclaimed and Expired Anns. on Lives 49,742 10 7 
£1 per cent. per ann. on Capitals created by Loans raised from 
1793 (that of 1802 excepted) to 1805, both inclusive,.......-.| 5,004,321 3 93 
Interest on £.3 per cent. Annuities ........0ccccceseccecceeses| 2,682,337 17 8 


7,128,078 6 6 
On Account of IRELAND. 
£.1 per cent. per ann. on Capitals created by Loans raised from 
1797 to 1805, both inClusive.... 363,294.14 3 
Loterest-an.£.3 per 70,460 10 6 


433,685 4 ® 
a On Account of IMPERIAL. 
£.1 per cent. per ann, on the Capital created by Loan 1797..... 36,693 0 0 
Interest on 3 per cent, Imperial ANNS.. 16,710 16 6 
: 53,403 16 6 


Office Reduction National Debt, Feb. 27, 1806, °7,615,167 7 


APPENDIX (B,) will be found in page xxiii. 
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APPENDIX (C)—An Account of the Charges upon the Consotipatep Funp, in the Year 


ending 5th Jan. 1806; 


juer Bills, distinguishing | 
ae. Mint, other Salaries and. Allowances, and Bounties. 


exclusive of the Interest of the Public Debt, avd of the payments 
the same under the several Heads, of Civil 


List, Courts 


LIST, 
For the Support of his Majesty’s 
Household 
Ditto, by Act 44 Geo. III, cap. 80. 
60,0001. per ann 
COURTS OF JUSTICE. 
The Judges of England and Wales, 
in augmentation of their Salar.es 
A. Graham, Esq. Inspector of the 
temporary places oi confinement 
of Felons, previous to transpor- 
P. Colquhoun, Esq. Receiver of the 
Thames Police Otfice 
W. Baldwin, Esq. Receiver of the 
seven Public Orfices of Police . 
. M. Dyer, Esq. Chief Justice 
of the Admiralty Court in the 
Island of Bahama, per Act 43 
J. Bedford, Esq. do. -Barbadocs 
J Sewell, Esq. do. at Malta 
W. Territt, Esq. do. .. at Bermudas 
Alex. Croke, Esq. do. Nova Scotia 
“HLL. Hinchliffe, Esq. do Jamaica 
Sheriffs of England and Wales ... 
Keeper of the Hanaper in Chancery 


MINT, 


Master of his Majesty’s Mint in 
England 
T. Morrison, esq. Receiver of the 
Fees and Emoluments in the 
Office ot the 
Master of his Majesty’s Mint in 
Scotland weer 
SALARIES & ALLOWANCES. 
The Rt. Hon. C. Abbot, Speaker of 
the House of Commons, ‘to com- 
plete his Allowance of 6,0001, 
Tr ann. ewe re ee 
The Marquis of Bute, late one o 
the Auditors of the Imprest ... 
P. Deare, Esq. late Deputy do. 


£. 


898,000 .0. 0° 
60,000 0 


18,047 19 


$50 
1,479 9 


15,239 


2,000 
2,000 
2.000 
2,473 
1,000 


10,350 


3,136 
1,200 


2,102 


7,000 
300 


E. Roberts, Esq. on the yearly Sum — 


of 6501. formerlypaid to the Au- 
ditor of the Exchequer 
J. T. Batt. Esq. Commissioner for 
auditing the Public Accounts . 
John Martin Leake, Esq. cess do 
Erskine, Esq. dO 
on. B, Bouvetie do 
Sir C. W. R. Boughton, Bart. do 
Salaries in the Office of Clerks of 
Public Accounts 
G. Atwood, Esq. laie Inspec. of 
Certif. in Tontine, Anno 1789 
George Pepler, Inspector of do. 
Chief Cashier of the Bank of Eng- 
Jand, for Fees paid at sundry 
Do. .... of South Sea Co, for du . 
T. Marsham, Esq. Sec. to Com- 
missioners for issuing Exche- 
quer Bills, by Act 35 Geo, ILL. 
John Close, Esq. Contingent Ex- 
pences attending the execution 
ofan Act appointing Commis- 
sioners to inquire and examine 
ipto the Public Expend:ture, and 


650 
1,000 
500 


7 


d, 


0 


the Conduct of Public Business 
in the Military Department .... 

John Williams, Esq. Secretary to 
the Commissioners for inquiring 
into Abuses in the Naval Des 

PENSIONS, 

His Royal Highness the Prince of 

Ditto Duke of York 

Ditto K 

Ditto ...........- Cumberland 

Ditto Cambridge . 

Ditto late Duke of Gloucester . 

His Highness the Duke of do. .... 

Her Highness Princess Sophia 

Her R. Highs. the Duchess o: York 

John Duke of Athol 

Earl of Chatham 

Lord Rodney 

—— Heathfield 

Lady Dorchester 

John Penn, Esq. 

Richard Penn, Esq. ....--- Corer 

Lord St. Vincent 

Duncan 

—— Hutchinson 

Lady Abercrombie 

Sir William Henry Ashurst 

Sir Sidney Smith 

Duke of Richmond ............ 

Sir John Skinner 

Representatives of Arthur Onslow 

Sir James Saumarez 

Duke of Portland, for the Prince 
of Orange 

Lord Borringdon and others, in 
Trust for Lord Amherst 

Sir Beaumont Hotham Knight.... 

BOUNTIES. 

For the Encouragement of the 
Growth of Hemp and Flax in 

‘Richard Clarke, Esq. Chamberlain 

of the City of London, for the 


eres 


William Stevens, Esq. Treasurer 
of the Governors of the Bount 

of Queen Anne,.for the Rehef 
of sucn Curates as may be de- 
prived of their Cures in conse- 
quence of an Act 43 Geo. IIT. 
Lord Provost of the City of Edin- 
burgh, towards the Completion 
of the Wet Docks and other 
Works inthe Harbour of Leith 
Payments made to the Owners and 
Occupiers of the Legal Quays 
between London bridge and the 
Tower of London, for the pur- 


12,000- 


better Improvement of the Port - 


chase of their Interest therein , 403,196 


£ 


1,200 0 


1,000 9 


65,000 
60,000 
14,000 
12.000 


12,000 
12,000 
12,000 
8,500 
948 


ccocecco 


474 
4,000 
2,216 
4,000 
2,000 
1,500 
1,900 
3,000 
1,000 
2,000 
2.000 
1,500 
2,000 
2,000 
2,000 
1,000 

12,666 

5735 
3,000 
1,200 


16,600 


3,000 
1,940 


co o 


eo 9 


2,956 13 


60,000 0 


‘25,000 


19 3 


‘Exchequer, 
5th March 1806. 


£.1,827,184 10 


+ 


W. BOSE HaWORTH, 


| = | 
; 
‘ 
1,760 
4,000 
3,000 
| 
0 | 
a 10 6 
0 0 
15 6 
| 
0 0 
0 
500 
1,000 0 0 
1,000. 0 
6,000 0 
400 0 
: 500 9 500 0 0 
83712 6 
1 6 0 
1,000 0 0 
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Account of Interest paid on Brtts, 
January 1805 to the 5th day of Jauuary 1806. - 


Under what Acts issued. - On what Punds charred. 
43 Geo. III. cap. 36. Supply.....4..Anno 1803: 
woes 93. Ditto Ditto 
146. Vote of Credit Anno 1803 
31. Further Sum 180% 
46, Do, to the Bank of England 
78. Additional Sum 1804 
$1. Vote of Credit ....1804 


deve 
tees 
weer 
x 


Paid to the Governor and Company of the Bank of England, on 
Personal Estates and Malt Tax... 


Exchequer Bill Office, 31 Jan. 1806. 


“J. PLANTA» JOHN PETER. 


from the 5th day of 


198,372 
107,117 
327.740" 
129,908 
362,752 
75,000 
42,518 
116,929 
3,108 
5,787 


103,610 & 


to 


£.1,473,516 Sh, 


APPEN DIX (D.)—A List of all suca Sum and Sums of Money as have been incurred, 
become due, upon his Majesty’s Establishment for Crvit Arrarrs within ScoTrtanp, bearing 


and 


Date the 19th Day of June 1761, for One Year: from 5th January 1805 inclusive to 5th 
January 1806 exclusive, made up by the Barons of Exchequer at Ediaburgh £. 86,918 15 3 


= : 
APPiNDIX (E. 1.)— An Account of the Amount of Kountie> paid in England and Scotland, 


out of the Revenues of Customs and Excise, between the Sth of Jan. 1805 and the 5th of Jan, 
1806 ; being Payments in the Nature of Anticipations of Exchequer Issues. 


CUSTOMS. 


Bounties on Corn, Cotton, and Linen Manufac- 
’ tures, British and Southern Whale Fishery, 


Newfoundland 


Bounties on Beer 


British Spirits 


Fish 


and White Herring Fishery 
EXCISE. 
exported 


Buss and Barrel Bounties, certified on the Excise, 
for Deficiency of Moncy in the hands of the 
Receiver Gen. of the Customs ........---- 


é. 


ENGLAND. SCOTLAND. GREAT 

217,298 3 52,617 1 53|269,915 5 
50,381 11 5 | 12,920 3 24] 43,041 14 | 
247,619 15 65,557 4 8 [313,156 19 


. 


APPENDIX (E. 2.)}—Generat Post Orricr.—An Account of Pensions aud Parliamentary 
_ Grants for the Year ended 5th January 1806. 
; His Grace the Duke of Marlborough .....ccececeeees £. 5,000 


His Grace the Duke of Grafton 


March 18th 1806. 


The heirs of the late Duke of ........ 


4,700 
4,000 


£. 13,700 


APPENDiX (E.3.) Excise.—An Account, shewing how the Punrire Monres remaining in 
the Receipt of the Exchequer on 5th Jan. 1805, together with the Monies paid into the samé 
during the Year ending 5th Jan.1806, and the Monies paid out of the Net Produce of the 
‘Revenues of the said Year, in Anticipation of the Exchequer Receipt, have been actually 


applied, so far 


the Excise Office. 


PENSIONS, viz. 


6th Head 


BOUNTIES, viz, . 


Excise Office, London, March, 1806, 


Earl Cowper 


Charles Koon, Esq. Moiety of the Earl of Bath's - 


as regards the Receipt of the Excise in England, and can be ascertained at 


J. KEMP, Accompe. General, 


9,000 0 0 
2,000 0 Of 
1,500 0 0 
1,500 0 . 
———| 14,000 0 0 
33 6 0 
49 12 10 
$0,321 11 5 
44,321 11 5 


] 
q 
] 


| 
x) 
= 
501 
: 
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ENDIX (E. 4.}—An Account of Sums advanced by Receivers General of Land and Assessed 
of Mraitra, Peserters Warrants, and otlier Disbursements, under various 
Acts of Parliament ; between 5th Jan. 1805 and the 5th of Jam 1806. 


“ENGLAND. 


Militia and Deserters WarramtS 17,587 14 119 
Yeomanry Cavalry 2,058 12 6 

Expences under the Land Tax 


OR 


Office for Taxes, |264,810 19 43! 40,332 15 
20th March, 1806. 


APPENDIX (F.)—Navy Office, 4th Feb. 1806. An Account, shewing the Amount of Monies 
received from his Majesty’s Exchequer, for Navat Services, between the Sth Jan. 1805, and 
5th Jaa. 1806 ; distinguishing ihe Services to which the same has been applied. 


HEADS OF SERVICE, sUM. 


NAVY: 
Salaries to the Admiralty, Navy, and Navy Pay Offices ....f 94,000 
Wages to Officers and Seamen | 1,660,000 
Bounty to Volunteers, Flag Pay, &C. 385,000 
Haif Pay to Sea Officers, and Bounty to Chaplains 191,830 
Pensions to Sea Officers, their Widows, &c. and to superan- 93,000 

Wazes to.His Majesty’s Dock and Rope Yards) 923,152 
Building of Ships, purchase of Stores of every he kncmy, 


repairing of Ships, purchase of Shipstaken from the Enemy, 
Head Money, &c. paid in Bills at Ninety Days Date .... 
Bills of Exchange, Imprests, and Contingencies 942,000 
Marine Service on Shore, and Half Pay to Marine Officers . 403,500 


VICTUALLING. 

Provisions and all sorts of Victualling Stores, paid for in Bills 3.026.824 

Bills of Exchange and [mprest 605,000 

Necessary and Extra Necessary Money, and Contingencies .... 109,000 

Supplies to the poor Inhabitants of Orkney and Shetland .... 11,715 


SICK AND WOUNDED. 
Subsistence, Medicine, Bedding, é&c. for Sick Seamen .,..] 226,000 
DO for PrisonersofWar ..., 37,000 


TRANSPORTS. 
Freight of Transports, and for Stores, Subsistence, &c. for 
’ Prisoners of War in Health, paid for in Bills of Ninety 889,466 
Subsistence and Clathing, &c. of Prisoners of War in Health, 2 57,000 
paid for in Ready Money were 990,466 3 
§. Gambier, F. J. Hartwell. E. Bouverie, 14,466,998 5h 


4,582,276 


wow oc 


9,818,758 9 93 


3,894,773 11 


263,000 0 0 


= 
| 
6,849 18 
1,039 18 
545 6 
29,244 4 
155 11 q 
2,457 19 
39 
TOTAL 
d. ae d, 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
; 0 : 
| 
0 0 
3 10 
0 2 
0 0 
‘ 
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APPENDIX (G.)-—-An Acconnt of Monies paid by the Office of Onpwance, ia the Year 1805, 


APPENDIX (H.)—An Account of Monies paid by the Right Hon. the Paymaster Gen. of hig : 


APPENDIX (1.)}—An Account of Loans, Remittances, and Apvancrs to other Countries, in | 
the Year ending 5th Jan. 1806 ; specifying the Total Amount paid to them respectively. 


/ 
< 


for Services at Home and Abroad respectively. 
‘ 


£. 4,732,286 1 3 

Tho. .Trigge, J. Hadden, ...¢-J. Caleraft. 


_Majesty’s Forces, from 25th Dec. 1804, to the 24th Dec. 1805. 


Pay and Allowances of the Forces, &c. Captains Allowances, Off- 
reckonings, Recruiting Contingencies, Bills, and Clothing .. $278, 


£.17,019,729 9 1 


Pay Office, Horse Guards, ? 
15th March 1806, (Errors excepted. ) 
(Signed) Dd, Thomas, Accountant. 


There was remitted out of Supplies 1800—5, to that Part of the United Kingdom called 


Ireland, viz. 


Whitehall, Treasury Chambers, 


Out of Loan 1804, per Act 44 Geo. ITI. Cap. 47. 806,500 0 


Out of Lotteries 1804, per Ditto Cap. 93. ever ewes 105,083 6 
911,583 6 


| 


Out of Loan 1805, per Act 45 Geo. III. Cap. 12, .... 2,240,000 0 0 
Out of Lotteries 1805, per .... Do. .,..Cap. 59,479 3 4 


24th March 1805. (Signed). N, PANSITTART. 


Mem. 

The Amount of Remittances and other Payments by way of Subsidy to Foreign’ 
Powers is included inthe Sum of £. 6,261,386. 16s. 27. for Army Extraordinaries; 

“put a particular Account of those Payments cannot yet be made up. 


2,299,479 3 4 


£.3,211,062 10 O 


- 
, 


; 
| 
a 

| 

; \ 
: \ | 
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APPENDIX (K.)—An Account, shewing how the Monies remaining in the Receipt of the 
Excueever on the 5th Day of Jan. 1805, together with the Monies paid into the same during 
the Year ending the 5th of Jan, 1806, have been actually applied ;/sd far as relates to Mus- 

© CBLLANEOUS SERVICES; specifying the. Amount of Monies paid for- Services at*Iiome and 


Abroad respectively. 


)SERVICES AT HOME, £ 
For Bounties on taking and bringing Fish to the Cities of London and Westminster, $ ited 
and other Places in the United Kingdom .........000-sesceeecececeeceeessee| 9,000 0 0 
For the Relief of certain St. Domingo Sufferers 10,000 0 0 
For defraying the Charge of Works, and Repa'rs of the Roads and. Bridges, im the} > [0° ol 
Highlands of Scotland, for 1803/4..0+.2.+.ce-seseseereeeceesnsensercesceeenee! 20,000 0 0 
To make good Deficiency of Grants for the Service of the Year 1802 -..iec.eeeeas ' 4,697 8 0 
Towards the Support of an Institution called the Veterinary College, for 104 .... 1,500 0 0 
For the Royal Military Asylum at Chelsea, for 1804/5, 22,600 -0 
For printing the 57th Volume of Journals House of Commons 2,500 0 
To Sheriffs, for Conviction of Felons and Overpayments 4,194° 9 8} 
Expences, in 1803, underthe Commission for publishing the Records of the Kingdom}. 14476715 10 
For defraying the Charge of the Superintendence of Aliens 4,589 5° 0 
Extraor. Expences of Prosecutions relating to the Coin of this Kingdom, in 1804/55} + 2100 0 0 
Towards making an Inland Navigation from the Eastern to the Western Seay, 1804/5 50,000 0 0! 
For Works done at the two Houses of Parliament and at the House of the Speaker} % 0: wd 
between the 31st May 1803 and 24th April 1804. 12,545 010 
For confining, maintaining, and employing Convicts at Home, 1804/9 49,660 19 
To be distributed to the Officers, Seamen, and Marines, on board the Fleet underthe} “4 date 2 
Command of Samuel Lord Viscount Hood, in part of £. 265,356. 14. 104, being 
the estimated Value of the Ships and Vessels taken possession of and armed for 
His Majesty’s Service at Toulon, with their Qrdnance and Ordnance Stores ....| 240,000 0 0 
For completing the Works carrying on at'Chetney Hill, in the County of Kent .... 20,000 0 0 
For the Relief of the distressed Inhabitants of the Island of Shetland .......00...] 0 6,919 2 4 
For the Works and Repairs of. the. Military Roads in North Brains. ...........056 5,000 0 0 
‘To defray Bills of ine Usher of the Court of Exchequer for Stationary, éc. for 1804/5} 1.875 1 i 3 
For Printing and Stationary of the Two Honses.of Parliament, tor 1804/5--- 22.2222: 17.389 18 11 
Towards defraying the Expence of the Publ.c Office, Bow Street, 1804/5 .....:2.) — 12-115 5 5 
Protestant Dissenting Ministers in England and Ireland, and tur the Reliet of the poor ‘ cS 
French-Protestant Clergy and Laity, for 1804/5 10,476 1 
For the extra Charge of Messengers of the Three Secretaries of State, 1804/5 2... 6,631 Qt : 
For Of i: DO. 5,490" 0 ij 
For the Ministers of the Vandois Churches, for 1804/5 
For discharging Arrears and Debts due and owing upon the Civil Litt, 5th-July 1804] 6} 
the Purchase of and Buildings for erecting a Court-House‘ for Westminstee}’ 3,59 
For Deficiency of Grant 1804 for the Officers of the Heuses of Lords and Commons | pH i 
For Sums awarded to be paid under the 7th Article of the Treaty’with America ‘} 414,000 0 b: 
For an Advance to the Proprietors of the Crinan Canal... -| 25,000 
For the Collection of Sculptured Marbles, &c. of the late C. Townley, Esq. rT 2000 0 0. ; 
For = on of the Expence of building a Bridge over the River Spey-at Fochabers ; ' 
For the Purchase of a House for the official Use of the Judge Advocate General ..| Pye 7 ri 
To the Es L. Company, for Expences incurred by them in the Servicé of the Public .| 1,000,000 °0 0. 
Towards rebuilding the Pier at the Havbour of Methil, in Fifeshire .... 2.000 00 
For cleansing the Harbour of Catwater. and. Sutton Pool. cee 000 
For purchacing Ground and crecting Buildings fora Naval Asylum, aid for the Main- 4 a 
For the French Clergy and Laity; Toulonese, Corsican, and Dutch Emigrants; and 3 ; 
Printing Journals, and printing and delivering Votes, &c. of the House’ of Commons| | 17,581. 9 ~ 
For reprinting Journals, Indexes, and Reports of Do ....... 9.035 9 
To be paid to the Officers of the Houses. of Lords and Commons \.)......... hi he 3 - 
- To the Bank of England, for Discount on Prompt Payments on Loan’ £. 14,500,000] 222.954 12. at 
DO for receiving the above Loan 11,633 19 
To Do for Discount on/Prompt Payments thércon in 1804/5 4.589 41, 
TO Do for receiv ng Loan of £.1,005,290 0 2 for paying off], 
For Salaries to the Officers, and Incidental Expences of the Commissioners for re- ‘ «a , 
® 


| 
| 
i 
q 
3 
| 
> | ae 
- 


To William Young, Esq; for Expences attending the execution of an Act for ithe Re-4 

For Salaries and Expences of American Commissioners 

For a Clerk employed on. Business relative to American Claims . 

To.the Commissioners for preparing and drawing Lotteries 1803/4/5 

‘To Dayid Skene, Esq. for Incidental Expences of the Act for distributing Monies 

» stipulated :to be paid by the United States of America... 


Te replace 4 Mojesty’s Civil List Revenues the Sums issued thereout, pursuant 
of the House of Commons ; vit. 


To H. Esq; as Chairman of the Committee of Ways & ‘Means, Sess. 1805/4 
To George Whittam, Esq; for making an Index to the Votes in Session 1693/4 ..., 
To the Second Clerk. Assistant .of the House of Commons, in Session, 1803/4 
To the Clerk Assistant-of the House of Commons, in Do ............ 
To the Deputy Serjeant at Arms of Do, to make up ‘his Allowance equaito £. 500, 
For the Institution for preventing the spreading of Contagious Maligant Fevers in 
For Compensations to Officers of the House of Commons for their Attendance on! 
For the dast Instalment erecting a Monuinentto the: Memory of Captain Montaguel 
For Rewards to Persens-‘employed under the Commissioners for camying into execu- 
tion the Méasures recommended-by the-Ho. of-Com. respecting the Public Records 
For the Secood Instalment for-erecting a Monument to'the memory of the Rt. hon. 
Sir Ralph Abereromby 


To make good to His Majesty's Civil List Revenues Monies issued thereout, for Pathe j 


Services ; viz. 


For additional Allowance to Clerks.in the Office for anditingthe Public Accontite 
For Expences attending the Malt and Barley Committees of the House of Lords 


For Contingent Expences in the execution of an Act for inquiring into Naval Abuses} 
For Expencés attending the digesting and abstracting Poor Revurns 
To the Chainman of the Committce, of the house of Peers, forhis Attendance in Ses- 


sion 1803/4 


To John Clementson, for One Year’s, Rent of a House in lieu of Apartments he é 


Feet of a Plan for the more perfect Security.of Shipping in the Part of London 
‘owards Expénces of an Index to.One Volume of Journals of the House nf Lords 2 
Ditto. thé Index to Journals of the House of Lords, for Seven Yeass,.to lst July 1601 
For Stationary provided for New South Wales. 
For Mathematical Instruments for De 
To pay Bills draw n,from Do, de ates 
For Expences at the Parliament Odjice, in Session 
Arrears of Salary to Persons onthe Civil Establishment. of New Brunswick 
For making a further Provision for the Presbyterian Ministers of Ulster and Munster < 


To Dr. Clarke, forjhis Trouble and Attendance relative.to an Act for enforcing the} | 


‘Residence .of the Clergy 


To Dr. Layard, for his Services relative to.a Distemper among. the Horned Cattle .} 


For Deficiency. of Grant for Expences ,of Public, Office Bow Street, 1604 


For Expences of a Plan for the Establishmgnt of:a Horse Patrol for the Public Roads 


For the Relief of Brit sh Subjects detained in: France 
For making and publishing Weekly Returns ofthe Average Price of Sugar ... 
For Deficiency of Grant to the Deputy Serjeant at Arms of the House’ of Commons, 


“for Disbursements in Sesson 1803/4. 


Po pay Fees. on passing Public ACCOUnts 


For Models of Arches of Br.dges, for the Use of a Committee of the Ho. of Commons} 
For Fees.on Tallies levied on several Aids granted by. Parliament .escvesseeisees-|’ 


‘For His Majesty’ s Forcign and other Secret Services, 1804/5 wees sees 
For repairing and maintaining British Forts and Scttlements on the Coast of Africa . 
For Expences of Mission for making Discoveries in Africa... 
To pay Bitls drawn from New South Wales 


Bermuda 1804f5 870 0 0 ||BahamaIslands 4,438 12 ase John’s... 8 100° 


Dominica .... 600700 |New S. Wales 7,225 12 6 
UpperCanada 8,379 6 31 }|Nova Scotia 7,165 0 0 


Sicrra Leone 28,000 9 0}- 
Cape Breton 2,040 0 ‘|New Brunswick 4,650 0 
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To the Officers of the Exchequer, for extra Trouble in making out Excheq. Bi Ys in 1805}. 


Newfoundland 2,136 12. 10}.- 


15,300 0 9 


S10 9 
1,84 19 § 
1,187 12 10 

332 0 9 


3,000 0 


230 


1,297 2 6 
3,394 17 10 


90,892 6 
960° 0 


2.351912 


2,698 6 


16 
293 12 
93693 15 
4905 4 
8,731 18° 
547 
116 ‘19 
505.17 


BOD HO 


S30 


172,830. 4 6 
18,000 0 
2,053 19 


68,605 49} 


2,845,798 


2,216 19 0 


) 
Sti‘ 
£.500 09 | 
847-10 6 
4,500 8.9 
174 } 
| 990 | 
| 
Mobs 
919 
| 
| 
0 
6 
1,113 9 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
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Debt. 


An Account of the UnrunpzepDest aud Demands outstanding ov 5th January 1806; 
under the Heads:of Exchequer, Treasury, Army, Barracks, Ordnance, Navy, 
Civil List Advances, ‘and any other Head of Public Service; specifying the same: 
Distinguishing, under each Head respectively, the Particulars of which such Debt 
or Demanis consisted; and also what Part of the said Debt or Demands was then 


provided for, and in what Manner; and 


what Part thereof was unprovided for, 


ExcHeQuer BILLS: 


Under what Acts issued. . . On what Funds charged. Amount outstanding. 
39th Geo. III. Cap: 28 Aids, Anno 1806, Extensionof Bank <.  s. d, 
Charter... .. 3,000,000 0 
Cap. 16. Malt Tax...... 1804.... 341,000 0 0 
nish . 1805.... 997,700 0 0 
Cap. 1. MaltTax...... 1805 750,000 0 O 
Cap. 7. 1805.... 352,000 0 0 
Cap. Aids 1805... . 9,739,700 O . 
45. + Supply ....... 1805... . 8,000,000 0 0 
Cap.119. Vote of Credit... 1805... . 2,500,000 9 0 
Cap.120, Supply ....... 1805.... 1,500,000 0 0 
27,180,400 Q 
TREASURY: 


Warrants for Army Services . . 


OC 


Treasury Bills accepted previous to and on 5th January 


1806, due subsequent to that Day... 


ARMY: 
Ordinary Services . 
Extraordinaries .... 


j 
Ordnance ....... 
Navy..... 


Whitehall, Treasury-Chambers, 
25th March 1806. 


= 


1,134,075 19 - 


926,179 1°3 
624,240 7 3 
1,104,512 6 3 
5,911,588 7 7% 
43,696 16 2 


£.36,924,692 18 12 


N. VaANsITTart. 


An Account of Nores of the Bank of ENGLanp 
in Circu'ation (including Bank Post Bills) from 

- the Ist February 1805, to the Ist February 1806; 
distinguishing the Amount in Circulation in 
each Quarter, and the Amount of those under 
‘the Value of £.5. 


An Account of Notes of the Bank of Iretanp 
in Circulation (including Bank Post Bills payable 
Seven Days after Sight) from the Ist February 
1805, to the 1st February 1806 ;-—<distinguishing 
the Amount in Circulation in each Quarter, and_ 
the Amount of those under the Value of £.5. 


Amountof Bankof England Notes of .£.5 each, and|}_ 


upwards, including Bank Post Bills, payable 
Seven Days after Sight. 
1805. February 1....,..%. +. 13,671,400 
November 1...... 
3806. February 1. . 


Amount of Bank of England Notes of £.1 and 
each. 

1805. February 1... «£-4,726,480 

May 580,970) 
eee 4 413,780 
» 4,436,850 


12,856,720; 


1806. Febroaty 1..... 


ee 


W Hurcuison, 


12 296,000} 


s.- d. 
1805. Valve of £.5.and upwards 1,602,382 15 2 
Ditto below £5... o- 1,288,325 10 3 
Value of £.5 andupwards 1,465,822 12 9 
Ditto below «1,054,859 7 74 
Ist August........ . 
Value of £.5 and upwards 1,558,444 16° 5 
Ditto below £.5....+, 903,453 2 104 


Value of £5 andupwards 1,676,118 11 24 
Ditto below £5... 10 


1806. Ist February’... 2,487,573 
For the Gov. and €o0. of the Bank of Ireland, 


Vo Vi I Appendis 


Deputy-Acct, 


Dublin, Doxtevy, 
20th May 1806. Actt,-Gen. 
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XXXV]_ 


PARL. ACCOUNTS.—Greart Brivain.—Funded Debt. 


[xxxvi 


An Account of the Progress made in the Repemprion of the Pusric Fuxpep Desr | 
Funds, and specifying how much of each has been redeemed by the Commissioners 


Stocks; and the Sums annually 
Account of Land-Tax redeemed. 


applicable to the Reduction thereof: likewise, the 


'|Redeemed by 
Commissrs. 
Funds, Capitals, from Ist Aug.| Tetal Sums paid, 
1786 to Ist 
Feb. 1806. 
Consotidated 3 per Cent. Annuitics - -/366,196,558 4 53) 39,922,421 [24,561,894 16 g 
Reduced - - -138,264,044 710} 51,493,981 [31,080,806 19 
Old South+Sea Annuities ~ - 04 3,492,000 | 2,492,458 18 9 
3 per Cent. - Ditto - Anno 1751 - -| 1,919,600 0 0 695,000 511,468 0 9 
530,445,287 6 241 98,386,402 (60,497,381 19 1. 
Consolidated 4 per Cent. Annuities 49,405,084 17 2 2,617,400 | 2,278,402 1 3 
Ditto - Sper Cent. Ditto - - - -| 44,809,542 1 8 142,000 126,998 7 6 
5 per Cent. Annuities, 1797 and 1802 - + -| 3,385,389 7 O : 
3 perCent. Ditto 1726 - - - - - 1,000,000 0 0 
Ditte - Bank Annuities - - - -| 11,686,800 0 0 
640,752,103 12 03} 101,145,802 [62,842,782 7 19 
Transferred to the Commissrs: by rcasonof Land 32.525.740 5 9 — 
Tax redeemed, at Ist Feb. 1806 - - 
DebtexistingistFeb.1806 - - - 6 33 
Redeemed by the Commissioners - - -1101,145,802 0 
unredeemed, at Ist Feb. 1806 £,'517,280,561 6 


An Account of the Progress made in the Repempriox of the Pusiic Deprof IRELAND, 
Funded in Great-Britain, at Ist February 1806, 


Redeemed 


by the Average Sums 
Funds. Capitals. |Commissrs.| Total Sums | Price of |/Annually applicable to Redue- 
. (aii to Ist Feb, Paid. Stocks. tion of Debt. 
1806. 
3 per Ct. Consol. Ann.| 24,429,250) 1,370,579; 831,381 12 8] 60° {/l per Cent. on 392,118 19 5 
Reduced ditto - 13,153,750; 1,545,369) 915,742 2 3} 594 ||Capitalcreated 
37,738,000! %,913,948!1,747,123 14 ||Dividend on 
4 per Ct. Consot. ditto} 300,000)- — }|.£,2,913,948,at $] 87,418 89 
5 ditto ditto ditto 360,000 CentAnn. 
Redeetnd.byCommissrs,| 2,913,948 
Unredeemd.Feb.1,1806] 35,484,052 £479,537 8 0 
 Exehequer, 
the 18th Day of March 1806, t . 


Wot, Ross 


Hawort#. 


1 
i 
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PARL. ACCOUNTS.—Grear Britatn.—Funded Debt. [xxxviii" 


xxxvii] 
a of Great Britain, at 1st February 1806; distinguishing the Capitals of the several 
ei) for the Reduction of the National Debt since Ist August 17 86; the Average Price of 
he i ‘Annuities to fall in: also, the Capital of Debt transferred to the said Commissioners on 
Average Sums _ Annuities 
4 Price of || Annually applicable to the Reduction of the||Fallen in since 22d June 1802, or that will 
Stocks. National Debt. fa}l in hereafter. 
19 Annual Charge, by Act xch. Ann. 2et3 Anne, viz. 
61 06 Geo. - = 0 Expired at 5th Apr. 1803). 23,36913 4 
603 Ditto, 42 ditto - - =| 200,000 0 QDitto - - - Jan. 1805 7,030 6 8 . 
Annuities for 99 and 96 54,880 14 6 Ditto4Anne,exp.Ap.5,1805|. 23,254 11 6 
Years, expired 1792 DittoSditto - ditto 1806] 7,776 10 0 
Annuities for 10 Years, 95 9 gi[Ditto ditto - ditto 1807] 4,710 10 0 
expired 1787 - Ditto ditto - July5,1807} 10,181 0 0 
‘Life Annuities unclaim- BankLong Ann.expired1860}1,047,494 5 4% 
ed for 3 Years, or of DittoShortditto - 1808} 418,333 0 f1 
"3% which the Nominees 50,308 5 
died prior to 5th July, N.B. By an Act 42 Geo, III. 
Cap. 71, such Annuities! 
87 — ||Dividendon.£.98,386,402, 2 |, 951,592 1 as fall in after passing that 
at3per Cent. - - Act, are not tobe placed to 


the Account of the Com-} . 
missioners for the Reduc-} « 
tion of the National Debt; 
but are no longer to be: 
continued in the Annual 

Charge thereof. 


89 Ditto on £.2,617,400, at 
4 per Cont 104,696 0 
Ditto on £.142, avy, a 
at 5 per Cent. - - 7,100 0 
- Annuity at 1 per Cent. 
621 on Part of Capitals 
i created since Ist Feb. 
11998 - = 5 


3,202,672 1 10 


7,596,249 $3 1 


An Account of the Progress made in the Repemptroy of the Imper1aL Dezr, 
at Ist February 1806. 


Redeemed 
; . by the Average Sums F 
Funds.. Capitals.|Commissrs.| Total Sums | Price of ||Annually applicable to the Re- 
, at ist Feb. Paid. Stocks. duction of Debt. 
1806. 
Imperial 3perCent. 
642,249 169,998 17 5| || Pital created 
12,642,249, at 35119,067 9 4 
Unredeemed at 1st 2 |————— per Ct. 
Feb, 1806 3,027,051 
55,960 9 4 
Office for Reduction of National Debt, G. T. 
the 18th Day of March 1806. ; 


i 
q 

4 
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XXXiX] PARL, Income. 


Abstract Statement of the Puszic Income of 


Gross Receipt Total Receipt | Re-Payments, Charges 


Ordinary Revenues. within to be Drawbacks, or” 
the Year. accounted for. | Discounts, &c. | Managemeyt, 
Exeise ees 16 345} 4506077 18 44) 299707 7 11 350496 
Post-Ofiee 146682 13 64 166807 15 0 | 17779 18 Of 75872 
Poundage Fees... 2728010 $5. 27280-10 43) - - 
Casualties 3559 15 10 3559 45 10 bad bad - en 
Total Ordinary Revenues . -}4195915 16 112 | 5529869 14 267069 16 451468 16 
Extraord' nary Resourecs, 
Public Coal Yards... 250. 0 0 250 0) 0 - - - 
Gein by Exchange en Sums sealeill 
by Great Britain. . 51390 12 51399 12 15 - - - 
Commissioners of the’ Nawy, on Ac- ; 
count of Advances by C - 
Treland, for Seamen’s Wages, &e...| 43114 19 9 4311419 9] - 
From Great Britain; om Aceount of} 
the Profit of the Latteries peer 
Other Monies paid to the Publie . 19475 16.0 |. 19473 16 07 - 


From several County Treasurers, paid 
to several Revenue Collectors, on 
Account of pees eh made by the 
Treasury for enrglling the Militia .| 21096 4 4} 21096 4 44) - - 

From several County Treasurers, paid | ij 
to several Revenue Collectors, on 
Account of Deficiencies in the 
‘my of Reserve. 463617 2 TT 


Appropriated Duties for Local Objects. 


Linen Manufacture... 235417 2 3459 13 9 
Improvement of Dublin ere 9355 19 11549 5 0 6 5 0 - 
Repuirs of the Royal Exchange 

Lagan Navigation»... 2439 13 11} 2787 13 8} 896 10 8 77 3 
Total, independent of the Loans . , 14528650 17 93 5668470 2 33) 268846 14 11 | 451545 19 6 


Loans paid into.the Exchequer in the 


4 


_Vearended thedthof January 1806 |.941284 0 2% | 4941985 0 - - - 


Grand Total . . |9469914 13 117 | 10609754 2 53] 268846 14 11 1.451545 19° A 


NOTES. 


Rates of Collecting, per Cent. 
‘ Gross Kev. Net Rev. 

Customs and Excise.....} 10 0 O04 12 63, 
Post Office. ......... 51 53) 143 


Thetalppieerated Balances in the Exehequer, on the Sth of January 278241 0 14 
1805,amountedto ....., « 264619 4 25 
The Appropriatei Ba ances in the Exchequer, on the 5th of January 
1806,amountedto . . 746914 9 
The Unappropriated Balancesin the Exchequer, on the 5th of January 278184 48 "Tf 


(S) 


| 
= | 
| 
4 
. The Appropriated Balances in the Exchequer, on the P 


ND, for the Year ended the 5th of January 1806. ‘ 
Net Produce, | Payments on 
applicable to |Account of Mili- Bounties for pro- 
“Total Payments Netvonal Objects tia, Deserters, | moting Linen Total Payments 
i out of the and to | Straggling Sea-| Manufacture, | 
Gross Revenue. | payments into} men, Army of | Fisheries, &c. et. exchequer, 
the Exchequer. | Reserve, &c. ; 
300184 1.7 (3915893 16 94| 65792 8 28022 1 99814 10 742807219 3 3 
94702 2 53] 58088819 ~ - - = 456505 11 
9 79155 5 9] - - -|- =| - ‘+ -5898817 38 
5456 1 61} - - - 5456 1 6% 
6 | 718538 13 4 {4611331 1 33] 65792 8 10] 28022 1 94} 93814 10 74||3364136 11 5 
199316 OF - - = - © 19473 16-0 
2 e511 4 - - 99119 8 
720392 14 5314948077 7 93| 65792 810] 28022 1 931 93814 10 5 0 
- «© [4941284 0 24) > - 0 2 
720392 14 5$lossos61 8 65792 8 10] 28022 1 93] 95814 10 5 2% 
NOTES. 
BALANCES. 


Balances in the} Balance in the] Bills in the 
Hands of the dif-|Hands of the Re-|Hands of the Re- 
ferent Collectors.jceiver-General. ceiver-General. 


5th Jan. 1805 . | 430677 6 2 ° - a 138196 12 32 

eth Jan. 1806 . | 331529 81 - eet 229886 0 0 
StreruEn Moore, 


Accountant-General’s Office, 
) 28th February 1806, 


Acct.-Gen. 
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xy} -PARL. ACCOUNTS,—IreLan v.—Public Expenditure. [xlvi 


Account of the Pusuic EXPENDITURE of IrzLanp, for the Year ending on the 5th 
of January 1806. 


(N.B. For the Particulars under each Head, see the several Accounts referred to by Letters A, B, &c.) / 


HEADS OF EXPENDITURE. 


{. For Interest on the Funded Debt cf Ireland, inclu- 
ding Annuities for Lives and Terms of Years; also 
£. per Cent. for the Reduction of the Capital 
created by Loans since 1797 (A 1. and 2.) . ./2749856 2 8 

For Charge of Management thereon... 24639 3 93 
There was also applied, towards the Reduction of, 
the National Debt, the Annual Issue of. ....| 67635 8 4 


2816491 1) O 
Whereof was applied, towards the Reduction of the 
National Debt C+ 6, 156857 6 1 1] 3 


‘Total on Account of Interest. ....- +. ++ (2059634 4 
Ditto, for Charge of Management .| 24639 3 9% 
Ditto, on Account of the Reduction of the National 

De 756857 6 113 


[I]. Issues for Purposes appointed by the Parliament 
of Ireland prior to the Union, &e. - | = = © | gorges 19 9 
IV. Issues from Appropriated Funds for Local Pur- 
poses (D.) ; 


3782654 8 0 


Other Permanent Charges(E.)........./ - = = | 196062 9 13 


! VL Payments in Anticipation of Exchequer Re- 450092 8 6% 
ceipts, viz. 

Militia, Army of Reserve, Deserters, Warrants, 

&e. (F. 1. and 2.) 65792 8 10 


93814 10 
VIL Service, viz. 650000 0 0 
Regulars, Militia, and Volunteer Corps) [2391197 15 03 
Barracks = | 360894 14 83 
Staff Officers and Officers of Garrisons} ~ s J 82076 17 4 
Half-Pay and Supernumerary Officers, 
. Reduced Chaplains, 31102 11 103 
Officers’ Widows 5003 14 
Royal Hospital... © | 4699716 8 
Muster-Master-General and other Pub- 
lic Officers, their Deputies, Clerks, 
and contingent Expences(H.)....) - 9678 12 53 


2926862 2 14 
3258261 5 


Total -} - - $3713924 17 


Treasury Chambers, Dublin Cast!e, 
Ist March 1806. G. Cavenpisn. 


7 : 
q 
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xlvii] PARL. Debt.Int.of Eich. Bills, $c, 


(A. 1.) An Account of the Monies paid out of the Receipt of the Exchequer, in the 
Year ending the 5th of January 1806, towards satisfying the Charge of the Punic 
Funpep Desr of Ireland; distinguishing the Total Amount of the Sums applied for 
Interest, Charge of Management, and the Annual Issue for its Reduction. 


Interest & Annuities Charge sar 
for Livesand Terms of 
of Years, &c. Management. 
Interest, &¢. on the Funded Debt of Ireland-. ....... 2,748,856 2 8 | 24,639 3 
94,639 3 
2,773,495° 6 
Annual Issue for the Reduction of the National Debt... ... 67,635 8 4 


(A. 2.) Au Account of the Total Amount of the Sums actually received by the Com= 
_ missioners for Repucrion of the Dest, i in the Yearending 5th Jan. 1806. 


’ In Great Britain. In freland. 
Expired Annuities... ....... 2,250 0 0 | 
Appropriation of £. per Cent. per Annum on Loans since 1797 407,809 8 21108,537 2 9 
407,809 8 21178,492 11 
Interest on Debt of Jreland redeemed 94,703 6 231 75,992 1 6 
502,512 14 254,344 12 7 
756,857 6 114 


(B.) An Account of the Inr EREST On Excn EQUER BiLLs, with the Payments made in 
the Year from the 5th January 1805, to the 5th January 1806. 


There remained unclaimed on the 5th January 1505, intereston Exchequer £. 5. de 

Bills to the 25th of December 1804 .... 1,368 13 43 
& ( On£.300,000—at.£.5perCt.211 Days from 25Dee.1804 to 24July1805 8,671 
300,000—at ditto. . 278 Days from ditto... to29Sept. 11,424 13 14 
fo 100,000—at ditto. . 302 Days from ditto. . . to23Q0ct. 4,136 19 
100,000—at ditto. . 330Daysfrom ditto, ,to20Noy. 4,520 11 
oC 30,000—at£.6 perCt.OneYear from ditto. . . to25 Dec, 1,800 0 0 


31,922 1 
Deduct Interest payable 25th Dec, 1805, which remained unclaimed on i 
the Sth January 1806 ++ 1,045 8 43 


Total Payments for Interest on Exchequer wasn in the Year to 5th January 1806 £. £.30,876_ 13 22S 


(C.) An Account of PAYMENTS made tor Purposes ahpomen by the PARLIAMENT of 
IRELAND prior to the Union, for Principal of Exchequer Bills, and for Discount om 
Prompt Pay ment of Loan Deposites oak in One Year ending 5th January 1806. 


& 

Compensation for Losses“by the Union... 

‘ Light-House in Clue Bay - 2 
Lottery Prizes “eee 2,0 © 2 4 of © ee 604 0 0 
Principal of Loan Deboatares . oe er ee ee 4 ee 50 0 

Principal of Exchequer Bills 812,700 0 0 
Dileount on Payment Depositer, 28,893 15 42 


£.891,863 19 9 


ote 


: 
ia | 
@ 
{ 
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«D). An Account of Payments made from the Funps appropriated for local Pur- 
poses in IneLann, from the 5th January 1805, to the 5th January 1806. 


4. 


13,989 7 11 


The Royal Exchange and Commercial Buildings 1,296 7 1 


18,783 0 0 


(.) An Account of PAYMENTS In the Year ending the 5th of January 1506, under 
the several Heads of—Civil List, Pensions, and-otber Permanent Charges, 


Arrear on the Civil List on 5th January 1805 ....+8...... 37,25617 3 
Charge for ditto, for One Year to 25th December 1805 . . tee. 145,000 0 0 


182,956 17 3 
Deduct Arrear on the 5th January 1806 25,141 10 
— 157,115 6 O£ 


Issues to the Civil List in One Year to the 5th January 1806... — 
_ 96,914 12 5 


Other Permanent Charges, viz. 

Inspector-General of Prisons .. 


162 1 
8,721 12 11 


fees on Anditing Treasury Accounts. ... 1,854 12 9 
Secret Service in detecting Treasonable Conspiracies . . . 5,670 2 

Annuities and Compensation Allowances .......... 97,998 7 10 
Judges’ Additional Salaries, Ke... 26,646 4 94 
Commission of Enquiry... 1,200 0 0 


196,062 9 13 


450,099 8 62 

(F.1.) An Account of the Amount of Boun'res paid out of the Public Revenue, in 

the Year ending the 5th of January 1806, being Payments in the Nature of An- 
ticipation of Exchequer Receipt. 


> 

Irish Coals brought Coastways to Dublin 63 3 0 
28,022 1 


(f. 2.) An Account of the Amount of PAYMENTS to the Mititia, ARMy of RESERVE, 


Drserters’ WARRANTS, &c. &c, in the Year ending the 5th of January 1806. . 


14,773 13 


Compensation to Revenue Collectors in lieu of Fees on Licences »......... 9,757 19 11} 

65,792 8 10 


(G.) An Account of Monigs paid to the Otiice of OrDNaNCE, in the Year to ihe 
- 5th of January 1806. ef 
Payments to the Ordnance for Grants of 1805 ~ . - .&.650,000 


Vor. VII,—Appendix. d 


| 
Cc j 
r 
| 
3,300 0 0 
1,768 | 
$0,262 12 
45918 1 
15,286 18 2 
| 
4 
| 
| 
| 
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ij PARL. Services. 


(H.) An Account of Monies paid on Account of His Maszsty’s Forces inIRELAND, 
_in the, Year ending the 5th of January 1806. 


1,956,291 18 74 
706,236 16 8 
312,462 1 
1,095 16 34 
10,878 6 1 
4,232 16 


Regiments of the Line - - 
Militia 
Volunteer Corps - 
Contingencies, &c. for Land Forces - 
Military Hospitals and Medicaments 

Royal Military Infirmary - 


Barracks - 360,824 17 
Staff Officers and Officers of G@arrisqns 82,076 17 


Half-Pay and Supernumerary | Oeicers, Reduced Chaplains, &e. 31,102 11 1 
Officers’ Widows ~ - - - 5,008 14 Q 
Royal Hospital —_ - - 46,977 16 8 
Muster-Master-General and otber Public Officers, thelr De- 

puties, Clerks, and Incidental Expences Fs ° 9,678 12 5 


2,3915197 15 of 


2,926,862 2 1 
Extraordinaries - - ‘ 331,399 3 


Cd. ) An Account shewing the Payments in the Year ending the 5th January 1800, for 
MisckLLANEOUS SERVICES, 


To Stephen Moore, Esq. Accountant-General, for his Expense and . 
Trouble in preparing the Public Accounts laid before vee, 
Session 1805. - 

John Smart, Esq. Deputy Seren General, for the like is 

Paul le Bas, Esq. Examinator of Corn Bounties, for keeping the 
Accounts of said Office 

Robert Marshall, Esq. In Imports and Exports, or 
his Expense and Trouble in preparing ponents of eaten and 
Exports for Parliament - 

Roger Wetherall, First Clerk in the. InSpector-General of heperte 

ahd Exports Office, for extra Trouble in for 
Parliament . - 

George Hatton, of he: extra Trouble and we 
pense in preparing Accounts for Parliament = - - 

‘Samuel Hood, Assistant-Examinator of Excise for the like é 

Thomas Haffield, Clerk in the Office of the Auditor of the Exche- 
9 fur extra Trouble in preparing Accounts for Parliament ~ 


o oo 


The Expense of Civil iets for One Year to the 5th of eer 
1806 - 

Expense of Printiog and Binding 250 Copies of the Public Acts of 

45th Geo. - 

Printing Proclamations ahd Advertisements j in the ‘Dublin ‘Gazette 
and other Newspapers - - = 

Treasury Incidents” 

Working his Majesty’s Gold Mine i in the County of Wicklow - 

Printing, Stationery, and other Disbursements for several Public 

Offices in Dubiia Castle Be 

Apprehending Public Offenders - 

Criminal Prosecutions and other Law Expences of Government 

Expense.of Pratique in the Port of Dublin ~ . 

Non-conforming Ministers of Ireland, to complete the Som neces- 
sary for their Support to 5th Janaary 1806 


eo 
— 


91,072 8 1 

The Corporation for Paving, Cleansing, &c. the Streets of Dublin © 10, 000 . 4 
Trustees of the Linen and Hempen Manufacture - - 21,600 ; 
Expense of Building the tnteiided Hall for the Royal College of 

Surgeons - 6,000 
Dublin Society for promoting Husbandry and other useful Arts, &e. 10,000 
Farming Society - 
Commissioners for making wite and benveulent Streets i in Dublin - 
Rebuilding the Parish Church of St. Andrew, Dublin, &e. - 
Board of First Fruits, for Building New, and repairing Old Churches 5,000 


corecoo sco 
co 


"1,484 14 8 


—- 


Carried forward - 164,387 2 9} 


| 
i 7 
| | | 
be 
a 340 0 
240 0 
| 200 
250 0 
fae 200 0 
a 200 0 
150 0 
200 0 
1,780 0 Q 
25,000 
a 
| 7,026 
2,000 
103 
| | 20,410 
409 
25,000 
1,047 
‘9,176 
as 
| | 


PARL. of Credit—Exports, $c. 


Brought forward <- - 164,337 2 9f 
For defraying the Expenses of the Foundling Hospital, Dublin, One 
Year to 5th January 1806 =" - - fs 
The Hibernian Marine Society =: - - . 
The Hibernian School for Soldiers’ Children _ 
The Female Orphan House near Dublin - - 
The Association for discountenancing Vice, and promoting the 
Christian Religion - - - 
The Westmorland Lock Hospital - ~ 
_ The House of Industry, Dublin - - - 
The House of Recovery, and Fever Hospital, Dublin 
The Lying-in Hospital, Dublin - 
The Penitentiary in Dublin, for young Criminals, &c. 
The Commissioners of Charitable Donations and Bequests - 
The Roman Catholic Seminary - - - 
_ Madam Stevens’s Hospital 
The Incorporated Society for promoting English Protestant Schoo 


0 
4 
8° 
9 
0 
0 
1 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


266,620 0 st 
= : 
-(K) An Account of the Amount of Payments from the Vorg of Crepir in the 
Year ending the 5th of January 1806. _ 
Amount of Payments from the Vote of Credit - £.212,482 3 11% 


(1) An Account of the Value of all Imports into and all Exrorrs from Instanp, 

~ for the Year ending 5th January 1806; distinguishing the Value of Irish Produce 
and Manufactures Exported from the Value of Foreign Articles Exported ; together 
with the Difference between the Official Value and the Real Value of Irish Produce 
and Manufacture Exported in the Year ending 5th January 1806. 


Official Value of Imports - ~ - - - - - 5,982,194 19 9 
Official Value § Irish Produce, &c. | - - - £.5,059,967 13 10 t 
of Exports @ Foreign Articles ~ = - 142,418 4 6 


5,202,385 18 & 
Real Value of Exports of Irish Produce and Manufactures ~ - - 8,436,933 16 3 


(2) An Account of the Number of VessExs, with the Amount of their Tonnage, 
which have been Built and Registered in the several Ports of IRELAND, between 
the 5th’of January 1805, and the 5thof January 1806. 


Vessels. Amount of Tonnage. 
28 1,212 


(3) An Account of the Number of Vesszexs, with the Amount of their Tonnage, 
and Number of Men and Boys usually employed in Navigating the same, which 
belonged to the several Ports of InzgLanp, on the 30th of September 1805. 


Vessels. Men. 
1,067 56,755 5,062 
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-PARL. Debt. 


[lvi 


An Account of the PUBLIC FUNDED Deprof Ireland, as the same stood on the Sth of J anuary 
the different Funds in which itis invested—theA mount of the Capital Stockof each l'und— 


Dublin respectively—the Charge of Managemenj—and the Annual Charge for the 


. By what Acts 


created. 


Payable in DUBLIN: 


Payable in 


Sums 


raised. 


fon 


105, 
Vent. 
per Ann. , 


Al. per 
Cent. per 
Aun. 


Cent. per 


5l. per 


Ann. 


per Cent. 


per Ann. - 
(British 
Currency.) 


81. perCent. 
Consol. An, 


Currency.) 


(British 


3.per Cent. 

Red, Ann. 
(British 

Currency.) 


per Cent, 
Consok Ann, 
to commence 
from 5 Jan, 
1808." 
(British Cur.) 


13 Geo. ITT. 
Geo. IIT. 
17 Geo. IIL. 
25 Geo. Il. 
27 Geo. III... 
28 Geo. III. 
27, 29, and 31 
Geo. III. 
$3 Geo. III. 
Vote of credit 
11June,1793 
54 Geo. ITI. 
35 Geo. IIT. 
36 Geo. ILE. 
Vote of credit 
18Oct,1796 
37 Geo. Ill. 
38 Geo. III. 
39 Geo. III. 
40 Geo. III. 
41 Geo, III. 
42 Geo. ILL 
43 Geo, III. 
44 Geo. ILI. 
45 Geo. Ill. 


j 


37 


265000 
175000 
300000 
200000 
918240 
174600 
200000 
150000 


1029650 
1591666) 
640000 
325000 
2018700 
3424476), 
5261000 
4666666 
2750319 
3791666 
2166666 
6125000 
4533533 


600000 
500000 


| 


500000 


150000 
487985 
400000 
640000: 


635000) 
2054950 
2011000 
2500000 

41985) 


1404531 


— 


600000 


500000 
1100000 


1875000 
8000000 
3750000 
2200000 
$125000 
1300000 
1606000 
8690000 


3750000 | 


750000 
1000000 
1500000 

940000 
1268750 
1200000 
1600000 
45006000 

550000 


dd 


— 
— 


1606985] 2888472 


174600)1 


1625450 


N. B. For want of room, the shillings, pence, and 


| | 


are dcft out all through this account. 


Currency : 


Sarthings, 


1900000 


2058333 


: 


24290000 
Irish 


13308750 
Irish 
Currency : 


139250 
Trish. 
Currency : 


26314166 


14417812 


150854 


Total principal Debt on 5th 


t 


| 
| 
a 
di — — — 
|| | 
f 
+ | — | 
| 
} | 
| 
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Wii] PARL. Debt. [I viii 
1806; distinguishing the Years in 
the Annual laterest and Annuities, 
Reduction of the said Debt. 


which each Part thereof was created ; distinguishing also 
and the several Portions thereof payable in London and 


Annual Charge for Redemp- 
. LONDON: tion of National Debt. 


A. 


Annuities 


41. per Cent. 
{Consol. Ann. 
(British Cur.) 


51. per Cent 
Consol. 
Navy Ann. 
(British Cur.) 


Annual 
Interest. 


on Lives 
or Terms 
of Years. 


Manage- 
ment. 


Pursuant to 
Act37 Geo. III. 
for Redemp- 
tion of Debt 
then existing. 


By Acts pro- 
viding 11. per 
Cent. for Re- 
demption of 
Debts created 
since 1797. 


é 


+ 


I. 


62125 
98297 . 


72007 


242965 
304314 
350363 
287473 
194505 
190663 
147899 
443147 
300492 


rn 


227050 
144896 
143208 
104000 
336401 
159250 


6951 


pred 


oo 
a 


81250 


18125 


30000 
25060 


¥*3621 


560000 533346 
Irish 
Currency : 
~$90000 
325000 
150854 
14417812 
26314166 
20583333 
11625450 
174600 
2888472 


300000 69885 
Trish 


Currency : 
325000 


217626-| 24239 


2046729) 


* Mafiagement-on so much of the debt payable in 
Dublin as has been converted into stock, transferable 
at the Bank of Ireland. The remainder is not charge- 
able with management. ; 


+ Life Annuities. 
Expired Annuities. 


January 1806 —|—58344690 


Treasury Chambers, Dublin Castle, G. 


February the 28th, 1806. 


ary 
the 
ein 
ent, 
inn, | Annual 
Expenses» 
an, 
ur.) | 
“a 39158 
300 38714 
64466 
16875 
59016 
; 47598 
oon 46294 
35346 
- = - — 30000 
2891827 
f 
\ 
q 
| 


lix] PARL. ACCOUNTS. —Inznaxp.—Unfunded Debt. [le 


‘An Account of the Unrunprp Dest of Ineuanp, and Demands outstandin 
on 
5th January 1806 ; under the Heads of Loan. Debentures, Exchequer Bills, Loud 
- Prizes, and Loan from Great Britain for paying the Prizes of the Irish Lotteries of 
1801; distinguishing under each Head respectively the Particulars of which such 


ebt or Demand consisted, and also what Part of the said Debt and Demand wag 
then provided for, and in what Manner; and what Part thereof was unprovided for, 


Loan Debentures: 


Residue of Debentures bearing 4/. per 
Cent. Interest to the Year 1788, pro- 
vided for by 27 and 28 Geo. III. but 
not claimed by the Proprietors, viz. | 


Loan by Lottery 1780 - - 1220 0 
Loan by Lottery 1781 730 0 O 


(a) 2225 


4 


Exchequer Biils: 


Outstanding Exehequer Bills, provided 
for by several Acts of Parliament, 
but not claimed by the Proprietors : 


4 
4 
4 
4 


24 June - 1790 
24 June - 1791 
94 June - 1795 
24 June - 1801 
24 June - 1802 
25 March 1803 


Payable 24 June - 1783 


So 6. 


(@)1108 6 8 


. Exchequer Bills, not in Course of Payment | 
tél after the 5th January 1806: 


38 Geo. III, payable 25 March 1806 - (%)30000 0 0 


$1108 6 8 


Lottery Prizes: 


ing Lottery Prizes of the several Lotteries from 1782 

“Loan from Great Britain for paying the Prizes of the Irish ‘Lot- 

teries of 1801 ei we -| 299000 0 0. 


Total - | 359513 6 8 


- (s) Provision has been made for these Sums by several Acts of Parliament. 
(v) To be provided for by the Grand Canal Company, to whom they were issued. 
The remaining Sums to be provided for. . 


(27180 0 0 


| 
MM oo 
| 


is} PARL, Services. [xii 
An Account, shewing how the Montes granted for the Service of the Year 1805, have 


) been disposed of; distinguished under the several Heads, so far as relates to InzE- 

f LAND; stated in Irish Currency. | 

b | 
8 SERVICES. Sums granted. | Sums paid. Remains. 
Forces : 


cidents (10705031. id. 
British, part of 4635188/.17s. 
Foreign corps, the Queen’s Ger- 
man regiment (24257/. 8s. Sd. 
British, part of8513501.6s.4d, | 
British) — —— 26278 17 3 
Allowance to non-commission- 
’ ed officers and private men 
of the regulars, for small 
beer, and while on a march, 
(785111. 12s, 84d. British, 
0 part of 476699/. 5s. British) 85054 5 5 
Reeruiting and contingencies “ 
(125866/. 7s. 8d. British, part 
of 175866/. 7s. 8d. British) - 136355 4 104 


1407400 12 14}1864534 4 93) 42866 7 4 
Militia, (6140397. 18s. 03d. Bri- : , ¥ 
tish, part of 21763261. 10s.'7d. 
British) — — 665209 17 10 
Allowance to non-commission- 
ed officers and private men, 
fer small beer, and while on 
a march, (41187/. 12s, 34d. 
British, a further part of 
4766991. 5s. British) — 44619 18 4 
Contingencies for embodied mi- 
litia (156921. 6s. 2d. British, 
part of 65692/.6s.2d. British) 17000 0 0 


726829 16 23) 706236 16 8] 20592 19 6 
Volunteer corps (5060004. British, part of 1600000/. 


British) 1 312462 1 33) 2 ‘1 
General and staff officers, and officers of hospitals, 4 
serving with the forces (76691/. 4s. 74d. British, , 
part of 2888581. 3s. 2d. British) 
Full pay to supernumerary officers of his majesty’s 
land forces, (1135/, 1s. 83d. British, part o 
344691. 6s. Sd. British) 


83082 3 4| 74930 7 8151 15 105 


1 
8 cers of several public departments, their depu- 7 i 
ritish, part of 191838/. 8s. 10d. British) ——! 
his majesty’s land forces, and 
reduced chaplains (30,623/. 7s, 
1{d. British, part of 1756231. "Is. 
Military allowance toreduced 
0 officers of land forces, (665/. | 
_ 8s. 6d. British, part of 56652 
8s. 6d. British) 17 6 
8 338: 29076 1 63] 4890 2 
In and out pensioners of the royal hospital near 


Kilmainham, and expenses of said hospital, 

Gritish) ls. 6d, British, part of 249397/. 11s. 4d. 
Pensions to widows and officers of the land forces, = 3 = ' 
. and expenses attending the same (6000/. British, | ; 

Part of 292371. 19s. 5d. British) —— ——| 6500 0 0} 500314 0 


General hospital expenses of his majesty’s forces! 
in Ireland, including medicaments, for general 
and regimental hospitals, and the charge of the' i 

_Toyal military infirmary in Dublin for sick and 


wounded soldiers (20522/. 11s. 10d. British) —| 9999216 1] 15111 2 * 7121 13 10g 


196 5 


Carried forward 


i 
if 
j 
} 
if 
2 


An Account, shewing how the Moyes granted for the Service of the Year 1805, haye 
been disposed of; distinguished under the several Heads, so faras relates, 10 
LAND; stated in Irish Currency.—/(Continued.). 


‘SERVICES—Continued, | Sums granted. | -Sums spaidc: | Remains, 


Barrack department in Ireland (483698/. 11s, 8d. 
_ British, part of 1642460/. 11s, 8d. British) —} 59040 : 9 
Military allowances in Ireland, formerly paid out] 06 15.11; ].560824 14 

of the fund for military contingencies, and for 

making good the arrear of such allowances tu re 

25th December 1805 (10021. 1s, 64d. British) — 

(600000/. British) — 650000 0 0 |,331399..3. 4 | 31860016 


Ordnance : 


Office of ordnance in Ireland, for the year 1805, ; 
(470769/. 4s. "Id. British) ‘510000 
More: to replace a like sum advanced by the ex- 
ehequer in Ireland, for ordnance service in 1804, 
beyond the grant of parliament for said service} 
said year (129230/. 15s. 5d. British) —~ 


To discharge treasury bills, due in Ireland, in 1805 


Public Officers for several Services : 


Stephen Moore, esq. accountant-general, for bis 
extraordinary trouble and expense in preparing 
and stating the public accounts of Ireland, for 
parliament, session 1805 — 

John Smart, esq. deputy-accountant-general, for 
his extraordinary trouble in preparing the public 
accounts of Ireland, for parliament, for one year’ 

ending 5th January 1805 

Paul Le Bas, esq. examinator of cern bounties, for 
his trouble in keeping the accounts of said office 

Robert Marshall, esq. inspector-general of import: 
and exports, for his expense and trouble in pre- 
paring. accounts. of the imports and exports of 
Ireland, for parliament, for one year ending the 
5th of January 1805 —- -— 

Roger Wetberall, esq. first clerk in the office of the 

’ inspector-general of imports and exports, for his 
extraordinary trouble in preparing accounts for 

George Hatton, esq. examinator of excise, for his 
‘extraordinary trouble and expense in preparing 
accounts for parliament — — 

Samuel Hood, esq. assistant-examinator of excise, 
for his extraordinary trouble in preparing ac- 
counts for parliament — —_— 

Thomas Haffield, esq. clerk in the office of the au-| 
ditor of the exchequer, for his extraordinary 
trouble in preparing accounts for parliament — 


Miscellaneous Services : 
For defraying the expense of civil byildings, from 
5th January 1905 to 5th January 1806 
For defraying the expense of printing and binding 
250 capies of the acts.of the 45th year of his 
present majest — 
For defraying the expense of publishing procla- 
mations and advertisements in the Dublin. ga- 
~ zgette, and othér newspapers, from 5th Jauuary 
1805, to 5th January 1306 _— _— 
For defraying the probable charge for treasury in- 
cidents, from 5th January 1805, to 5th January 


| 


‘ 


Carried forward — 


| 
— 0 
00000 0 0 | 800000 0 
310 0 0 340 0 0 
240 0 0 240 0 0 
200 0 o|. 200 0 
é 
250 0 OF . 250 0 0 
200 0 0 200 0 0 
200 0 0 200 0 0 
150 © 0]. 150 0 0 
200 0 0| 200 0 0 
25000. 0 0 | 25000 0 0 
0.0} 900 0 
7026. 9 104] 7026. 9 103) 
| 


lev]; PARL, Services, [levi 


An Account, shewing how the Mon1zs granted for the Service of the Year 1805, have 
been, disposed of; distinguished under the several Heads, so far as relates to Inz- 
LAND; stated in Irish Currency.—( Continued.) “i 


SERVICES—Continued, Sums granted.| Sums paid, 


For defraying the expenditure at his majesty’s 
gold mine at Croaghan, in the county of Wick-| 
low, from the 5th of January 1805, to the 5th 
of January 1806 | 
For defraying the charge of printing, stationery, 
and other disbursements for the chief and under 
secretaries’ offices and apartments, and other 
public offices, in Dublin. castle, &c. and for the! 
riding charges and other expenses of the deputy 
pursuivants and extra messengers attending said 
offices, from 5th January 1805, to5th January 
1806 — — 20410 0 
For defraying the expense of apprehending public 
offenders in Ireland, from 5th January 1805, to} 
5th January 1806 409 21131 2090 17 Of 
For defraying the expense of crimibal prosccutions,| 
and other law éxpenses of government, from 5th 
January 1805, to 5th January, 1806 — 25000 0 0 
For defraying the expense of pratique, in the port 
of Dublin, from 5th January 1805, to 5th Ja- 
nuary 1806 1047 10 
_ For completing the sum necessary for the support 
of the non-conforming ministers of Ireland, for 
one year, from 5th January 1805, to 5th January 


1806 


Public Bow-ds: 

To be paid to the corporation for paving, cleansing» 
and lighting the streets of Dublin, from 5th Ja- 
nuary 1805, to 5th January 1806, 6000/. to be 
applied by the said corporation towards dis. 
charging debts for works done, andthe remainde: 
to the purposés which the said corporation was 
instituted for (9230/. 15s. 5d. British) —_ 

The trustees of the linen and hempen manufac- 
tures, to promote and encourage said manufac- 
tures for one year ending 5th January 1805 — 

Towards defraying the expense of building the in- 
tended hall for the royal college of surgeons, 
from 5th January 1805, to 5th January 1806 

To be paid the Dublin society, for promoting hus- 
bandry and other useful arts, from 5th January 
1805, to 5th January 1806, for completing their} 
additional buildings, supporting the botanic gar- 
den, and the other objects of the said society — 

For defraying the expences of the farming society, 
from 5th January 1805, to 5th January 1806 — 

To be paid to the commissioners for making wide 
and convenient streets in the city of Dublin, 
from 5th January 1805, to 5th January 1806, 
for paying the debts due by them on treasury 
bills, and for the purposes of their institution - 

Towards completing the re-building of the parish 10884 14 
church of Saint Andrew, Dublin, and building a : 
steeple and spire —| 

of first fruits, for building. new churches, { 6000 0 

cand rebuilding old churches, im su¢h parisbes as 

--no..public.service..has been. performed in for 20 
years, and for the encouragement of building 
abe houses, &c. for one year, to 5th January 


Carried forward ee 


Vou. VIT.—Appendiz. 


> | 
| 
| 
ave | 
| 
_ Remains. 
d, 
| 
9176 3 38 9176 3 3 
4} 
0 | 
0 
0 
0 
8 
0 
0 0 0 
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Wi] PARL, ACCOUNTS Servied. 


An Account shewing how the Monies granted. for'the Service of the Year 1805; Have! 
been disposed of ; distinguished under the several as relates to Fitz. 
LAND; stated in Irish —(Continued.). 


SERVICES—Continued, Sums granted:] Sums paid. Remains, 


Brought forward 
Publie Hospitals and Schools, 


For defraying the expense of the foundling hospi- 
»tal, Dublin, from 5th January 1805, to 5th 

January 1806 ——| 22500 0 0} 

For defraying the charge of the Hibernian marine 
society in Dublin; from the 5th of January 1805, 
to the 5th of January 1806 — —l 1691 13 

For defraying the expense of the Hibernian schoo'} = 
for soldiers’ children, from 5th January 1805, 
to 5th Jannary 1806 a 6132 19 

For defraying the charge of the female orphan 
house near Dublin, from 5th January 1805, 
to 5th January 1806, for the of 
children 

For defraying the expenses which bh shall be niersgl 
by the association for discountenancing vice, and} 
promoting the knowledge and practice of the 

“Christian religion, from 5th January 1805, to 5th 
January 1806 _ _ 1980 0 

For supporting the Westmorland lock ‘hospital in 
- Dublin, from 5th January 1805, to 5th ccanala 
1806 6897 0 

For defrayiug the expense of supporting the house 
of industry in Dublin, from the 5th of January 
1805, to 5th January 1806 —/ 21483 18 

For defraying the expense of maintaining eighty 
patients in the house of recovery and fever hos- 
pital in Cork street, Dublin, from 5th January 
1805, to 5th Jahnary 18066. —— 

For defraying the expense of the lying-in hospital 
in Dublin, from the 5th of January 1805; wines the 
5th of January /1806 

For defraying the;charge of fitting: up and sapport- 
ing a penitentiary in Dublin, for employment of 
persons senteneed to transportation, and young 

criminals, &c. Sth January 1805, to 5th 

January 1806 — 

Fee defraying the charge of the office of the com- 
missioners of charitable donations and bequests ; 
from the 5th of January 1805, to the Sth of Ja- 
nuary 1806 — — 

For defraying the charge of the Roman Catholic|” 
seminary, from 5th January 1805, to 5th Ja- 
nuary 1806 — 

For defraying the expenses of Madam Stevens’s 
hospital, from 5th January 1805, to 5th Ja- 
nuary 1806, in repairs of the buildings, in fur- 
niture, and enlarging and maintaining the ac- 
commodation for patients —_— — 

For defraying the charge of the incorporated so- 
ciety in Dublin, for promoting English protestant, 

schools in Ireland, from ‘5th January 1805, to 
5th January 1806, for the support and mainte- Gut 
nance of the charity — oI 22621 | 22621 


5782193 6 104)4974881 807312 0 1% 


‘ 


Cavenpbisi. 


Treasury Chambers, 
Dublin Castle, Ist March, 1806. 


| 
| 
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j 18 
8 0 
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INDEX TO DEBATES IN THE HOUSE OF LORDS. 


A, 


Abolition of the Slave Trade, 881 

Additional Force Bill, Repeal of 
the, 226, 270, 328 

Administration of Justice in Scot- 
land, 93, 730 

American Intercourse Bill, 94, 
116 

Army, Military Opinions rela- 
ting to the, 604 


Conduct of Judge Fox, 226, 752 
Custom-House Fees Bill, 916 


F. 


Fox, Judge; Cordact of, 226, 
Petition of, 752; Protest a- 
gainst the Proceedings in the 
‘Case of, 788 


I. 


Impeachment of Lord Melville, 
250 

nae Affairs of, 833, 866, 873, 

Insolvent Debtors’ Bill, 146 


K. 


King’s Message respecting the 
Royal Family, 899 

King’s Message respecting Lerd 
Rodney, 919 

King’s Speech at the Close of 
the Session, 1261 


M. 


Masters in Chancery Bill, 1121 

Melville, Lord ; Impeachment of, 
250 

Military Opinions relating tothe 
Army, 604 

Militia Officers’ Bill, 1248 

Mutiny Bill, 648, 682 


Nelson Grant, 145 
Protest against the American In- 
tercourse Bill, 116; against 


the Proceedings, in the Case 
of Judge Fox, 788 


Public Harbours Bill, 1251 


R. 


Repeal of the Additional Foree 
Bill, 226, 270, 328 . 

Rodney, Lord; King’s Message 
respecting, 919 

Royal Family, King’s Message 
respecting the, 899 


Scotland, Administration of Juss 
tice in, 93, 730 

Seymour Appeal Cause, 669 

Slave Importation Bill, 31, 227 

Slave Ship Restriction Bill, 1143 

Slave Trade, Abolition ef, 801 -~ 


T. A 


Temple Bar and Snow Hill Lot- 

tery Bill, 831 
Tortola Free-Port Bill, 778 
Training Bill, 1084 


v. 


Vaccine Jnoculation, 90} 


INDEX TO DEBATES IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


A. 


Atglahe of the Slave Trade, 508, 

Additional Force Bill, Repeal of 
the, 1, 68, 74, 123 

Affairs of India, 64, 103, 105, 
215, 247, 366, 414, 482, 509, 
518, 561, 610, 684, 736, 776, 
7180, 183, 789, 830, 925, 938, 
1044, 1153 

American Intercourse Bill, 252, 
336, 349, 507, 668, 686, 969 

Arcot, Debts of the Nabobs of, 
284, 673, 940, 1095 

Army Estimates, 62, 307, 349 


Army, Increased Pay of the 
1133 


Arrears of the Public Accounts, 
64 

Assessed Taxes Bill, 369, 576, 
878 

Auditors of Public Accounts Bill, 
791, 876 


B. 


Ballot Suspension Bill, 857 

Bankrupt Laws. Bill, 839 

Barrack Abuses, 237, 293, 869, 
871, 1252 

Bell Rock Light-house, 860 

Bill sent by Mistake to the Lords, 
1094 


Private; Tax on, 255, 


Budget, Irish, 34, 56 
Budget, India, 1044, 1153 


c. 


Chalmers and Cowie’s Petition, - 
107, 248 

Chelsea Hospital Bill, 574, 611, 
618 

Corn Intercourse Bill, 514, 520 


E. 


Election Treating Bill, 336, 
571 
Exemptions from Taxes, 513. 


INDEX TO DEBATES IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


F, 
Financial Propositions, Mr. John- 


stone’s, 1126 


Foreign Corps Accounts relatin 


G. 
Globe Insurance Bill, 812 


Greenwich Hospital Bill, 675, | 


790, 809 
Grenada and St. Vincent's Loan 
Bill, 1092 
Zz > 
I. 
Impeachment of Lord Melville, 
Vote of Thanks to the Mana- 
gers of the, 351, 673 
India Budget, 1044, 1153 
India, Affairs of, 64, 103, 105, 
215, 247, 366, 414, 482, 509, 
561, 610, 684, 736, 7°76, 
780, 183, 799, 830, 925, 938, 
1044 
Trish Budget, 34, 56 
Irish Revenues Collection Bill, 


254 
Irish Additional Force Repeal 
Bill, 254 
Irish Customs Duty Bill, 330 
Irish Election Bill, 7'72, 790 
Trish Poor Relief Bill, 842 
Irish Quit-Rents Bill, 872 
Iron Duty Bill, 74 


_ K. 


King’s Message respecting a Vote 
of Credit, 903... 

King’s Message respecting the 
Family of Lord Nelson, 106, 
141 

King’sMessage respecting Green- 
wich Hospital, 790, 809 


King’s Message respecting the 
Royal Family, 875 

King’s Message respecting Lord 
‘Rodney’s Annuity Bill, 902 


Linen Drawback Bill, 575 


-M, 


Masters in Chancery Bill, 920 © 

Melville, Lord; Impeachment of, 

673 

Military Comstinsion, First. Re- 
port of the, 248 

Militia Officers’ Bill, {1137 

Mutiny Bill, 419, 483, 515, 528 


N. 


Nelson, Lord; King’s Message 
respecting the Family of, 106, 
141 

Nelson’s Annuity Bill, 263, 1147 


P. 


Philanthropic Society’s Bill, 857 

Pilots’ Bill, 1146 

Poor Laws, 292 

Property Duty Bill, 50, 109, 217, 

263, 394, 482 

Public Accounts, Resolutions re- 
‘lating to, 1121 

Public Harbours Bill, 1145 


R. 


Resolutions relating to Public 
Accounts, 1121 
peal of the Additional Force 
Bill, 1, 68, 74, 123 


Royal Family Annuities Bill, 
875, 923, 968, 1103 


S. 


Slave Trade, Abolition of the, 
508, 580 
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